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INT. NO. 344:                        
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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to truck routing sheets and maps depicting legal truck routes. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 19-178.1 to title 19.

INTRODUCTION


On April 3, 2003, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 344.  Int. No. 344 would add a new section 19-178.1 to title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York.  

BACKGROUND
Section 4-13 of Title 34 of the Rules of the City of New York sets forth the legal routes which may be used by trucks within the City of New York.  Both “local trucks” and “through trucks”, the definitions for which will be provided below, are governed by the provisions of section 4-13.  The purpose of designating these routes as the sole roadways upon which certain classes of trucks may travel is to ensure that adverse consequences to residential neighborhoods of truck traffic are minimized.  Such adverse consequences include exposure to toxic pollutants emitted by trucks, noise generated by truck traffic and damage to residential street pavement and infrastructure, such as utility lines, caused by trucks streaming through residential neighborhoods.  Int. No. 344 seeks to further improve the protections afforded by current law against residential communities being exposed to truck traffic by aiming at increasing the effectiveness of enforcement of the obligation that trucks be driven only on legal, designated routes. 

Subdivision (a) of new section 19-178.1 sets forth definitions for terms utilized within the section.  Four definitions are included.  The first is for a “truck” which is defined as any vehicle or combination of vehicles designed for the transportation of property, which has either two axles and six tires or three or more axles.  The second and third definitions are for the terms “through truck” and “local truck”.   A ”through truck” is defined as any truck having neither an origin nor a destination within New York City.  A “local truck” is defined as any truck with an origin or destination for the purpose of delivery, loading or servicing, within New York City.  Finally, Int. No. 344 states that the term “owner” shall have the meaning set forth in section128 of the New York State Vehicle and Traffic law.
   

   Subdivision (b) of new section 19-178.1 would require all owners of trucks operating within the City of New York to supply drivers of those trucks with color-coded maps depicting the legal routes that through trucks and local trucks may take within the City.  Owners would be required to certify that such maps are accurate in their depiction of legal through truck routes and legal local truck routes.  The certification, with map attached, shall be notarized or the equivalent if such certification is made outside New York State.  Owners who violate any provision of subdivision (b) of new section 19-178.1 would be liable for a civil penalty of two hundred and fifty dollars for each violation.

The final requirement contained in new section 19-178.1 is found in subdivision (c).  This subdivision would mandate that all owners of trucks operating within New York City supply drivers of those trucks with a truck routing sheet upon which shall be recorded the points of origin and destination for any truck trip and the date of such trip.  The truck routing sheets are to be in a form approved by the Commissioner of Transportation.  Truck drivers, under the provisions of subdivision (c), would be required to have the truck routing sheets in their possession throughout each trip.  Finally, subdivision (c) provides that any owner of a truck operating within New York City who violates the provisions of such subdivision shall be liable for a civil penalty of one hundred dollars for each violation.

CONCLUSION

The purpose of this legislation is to encourage more effective and vigorous enforcement against certain classes of trucks deviating from their designated legal routes while they are within New York City.  The illegal practice of drivers of such trucks leaving those designated legal routes to avoid highway traffic or to reach their destinations in a more expeditious fashion has become commonplace.  This illegal activity has a deleterious effect on the health of individuals in residential neighborhoods flooded with such truck traffic, as well as on the physical infrastructure and character of such residential neighborhoods.  Int. No. 344 is an attempt to exact greater adherence by truck drivers to designated legal routes by placing greater responsibility and accountability upon the truck owners who dispatch them.  Moreover, the penalties imposed by Int. No. 344 would also apply to the owner of the trucks, thereby encouraging such owners to better self-police their drivers. 

� Section 128 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law provides that an “owner” shall mean “A person, other than a lien holder, having the property in or title to a vehicle or vessel.  The term includes a person entitled to the use and possession of a vehicle or vessel subject to a security interest in another person and also includes any lessee or bailee of a motor vehicle or vessel having the exclusive use thereof, under a lease or otherwise, for a period greater than thirty days.”
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