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          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Good

          3  afternoon, we will now bring this meeting to order.

          4  My name is Maria Baez, and today I will be chairing

          5  the Subcommittee on Planning, Dispositions and

          6  Concessions.

          7                 I would like to introduce, at this

          8  time also, Council Member Joel Rivera from the

          9  Bronx, and Council Member Lanza from Staten Island.

         10                 Today we will be discussing Land Use

         11  No. 128, which is laid over.

         12                 Land Use No. 129, which is Council

         13  Member Foster's District.  Is there anyone here to

         14  testify?  No, this hearing is now closed.

         15                 Land Use No. 132, Council Member

         16  Gallagher's District.  Is there anyone here to

         17  testify?  No, this hearing is now closed.

         18                 Land Use No. 135 in Council Member

         19  Recchia's District.  Is there anyone here to

         20  testify?  No, this hearing is now closed.

         21                 Land Use No. 136, is there anyone

         22  here to testify? This hearing is now closed.

         23                 Land Use No. 137, is there anyone

         24  here to testify? No, this hearing is now closed.

         25                 Land Use No. 138, is a motion to file
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          2  pursuant to withdrawal.

          3                 Land Use No. 150 in Council Member

          4  Quinn's District. At this time the Chair recognizes

          5  Mary D. Elia.

          6                 MS. DELIA:  My name is Mary Delia.  I

          7  am Chairperson of the C.A.R.E., Clinton Association

          8  for Renewed Environment.  We were started in 1988,

          9  when the Zengendorf (phonetic) built World Wide

         10  Plaza.  He had to give the community 132 units of

         11  low- and moderate- income apartments.  We were

         12  designated by the Borough President and City

         13  Planning to take those apartments.  We have been

         14  very prudent in the way we have operated, and we

         15  have been able to save money, and we got out of the

         16  Stock Market before it crashed, so we are able to

         17  put, our goal is to put money back into the

         18  community.

         19                 And we have been working with Council

         20  Member Quinn and the Community Board, and other non-

         21  profits in the community. And we are proposing to

         22  build on 11th Avenue and 52nd Street 96 units of

         23  low- and moderate- income housing for families.  We

         24  believe that in order to keep a mixed use in the

         25  neighborhood, and we must have families.  We will
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          2  only one- and two- bedroom apartments, there will be

          3  no studios in our house.

          4                 And it is being funded by HDFC and

          5  Tax Credits.  And C.A.R.E. Is putting their money

          6  into it because we feel so strongly about it.  And

          7  thank God, here is my lawyer, Carol Rosenthal, so

          8  she can talk, and Joe Restuccio who is also part of

          9  the other part of our project.  Joe and I have been

         10  working very closely together on all aspects of

         11  this, and with the Community Board, so we have no

         12  community problems, the Community Board is on board,

         13  the Borough President is on board, and of course, we

         14  have always had Christine on our side.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  We also

         17  recognize Council Member Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Thank you.  I

         19  am actually not going to be able to stay for the

         20  rest of the presentation, I have to go back upstairs

         21  to the Zoning Committee, which I am a member, which

         22  only has I think 57 more people to listen to about

         23  the Brooklyn Law School.

         24                 But I just want to state, I left a

         25  message for Council Member Martinez that I am not
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          2  only supportive of this project, but this project

          3  has a long, long history, and I feel like we have

          4  been working on it forever.  So I am very anxious

          5  and excited about it moving forward to the point

          6  where it will actually be able to happen and we will

          7  be able to move some of these into this area.

          8                 Just for people's information, this

          9  project is on an Urban Renewal Area, and other parts

         10  of the Urban Renewal Area will be coming before the

         11  Committee as well.  And the neighborhood through the

         12  hard work of a lot of the folks here today and

         13  others has come up with a plan for the entire Urban

         14  Renewal Area so we can make sure we have a diverse

         15  projects there that meet the diverse needs of the

         16  neighborhood, and so this is really a cornerstone of

         17  it.

         18                 MS. ROSENTHAL:  I am Carol Rosenthal.

         19    I am from Cal Kennis, Archezal (phonetic) and

         20  Bernstein.  But more importantly the reason I am

         21  here is we represent the Clinton Association for

         22  Renewed Environment.  I missed what Mary Delia, the

         23  Chair indicated.  But, did you describe the project

         24  and the request?  It is 96 units, an 11- story

         25  building, 4,000 square feet of ground floor retail.
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          2  And what is a typical and what we are proud of the

          3  project, is you are probably use to hearing about

          4  80/20 housing, but this is 30/70.  Thirty percent

          5  affordable, that is within the 165 percent of the

          6  area median income and 70 percent low income. So we

          7  are proud that we are able to do that.

          8                 As Chris Quinn mentioned it is in the

          9  Urban Renewal Area, it is across from the DeWitt

         10  Clinton Park.  It is currently the We Can site is

         11  what is located there now, and operating there now.

         12                 And the actions before you are the

         13  rezoning to an R 8- A District with a C- 2- 5

         14  overlay.  And the R- 8- A was carefully worked out

         15  with the Community Board to address their long- term

         16  concerns about precedent for the area.  And we enjoy

         17  the support of the various government bodies.

         18                 And I think that is really,

         19  basically, it, unless there are any questions.  Or

         20  we have some interesting notes about the history of

         21  C.A.R.E.  I do not know if you told them how it came

         22  about, because of the Land Use.  So that is really

         23  it.

         24                 If there are any questions.  Thank

         25  you.
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          2                 MR. RESTUCCIO:  Joe Restuccio from

          3  Clinton Housing Development Company, the Executive

          4  Director.  Our portion of the project is the old

          5  school conversion at 552 West 53rd Street.  That is

          6  52 units of affordable housing for the lower end of

          7  the income scale.  They will be 31 for formerly

          8  homeless, and 21 units for community residents.

          9  This is a conversion of a school building, and it is

         10  in concert with the adjacent building called, The

         11  Flats, on the corner of 53rd and 11th, which will

         12  have 33 units of family housing.  So the three sites

         13  together are producing more housing in one fell

         14  swoop than our both groups have been able to do in

         15  quite some time.  We are very happy to be part of

         16  that.

         17                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Any

         18  questions?  Thank you very much.

         19                 I will now open Land Use No. 151, is

         20  there anyone here to testify?  No, this hearing is

         21  now closed.

         22                 Land Use No. 152, is there anyone

         23  here to testify? No, this hearing is now closed.

         24                 Land Use No. 204, Council Member

         25  Recchia's District, had been modified.  The property
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          2  located at 29- 29 West 19th Street has been deleted.

          3    Is there anyone here to testify?  This hearing is

          4  now closed.

          5                 Land Use No. 210, laid over.

          6                 Land Use No. 214 in Council Member

          7  Reyna's District, is there anyone here to testify?

          8  No, this hearing is now closed.

          9                 Land Use No. 118, is in Council

         10  Member Dilan's District.  Is there anyone here to

         11  testify?  No, this hearing is now closed.

         12                 Land Use No. 121 in Council Member

         13  Boyland's District.  Is there anyone here to

         14  testify?  No, this hearing is now closed.

         15                 Land Use No. 158 in Council Member

         16  Boyland's District.  Is there anyone here to

         17  testify?  No, this hearing is now closed.

         18                 Land Use No. 180 in Council Member

         19  Sanders' District.  Is there anyone here to testify?

         20    This hearing is now closed.

         21                 We are going to wait a few minutes

         22  for Council Member Avella.

         23                 MS. DELIA:  Would you want to see,

         24  our architect is here, he was upstairs.  If you

         25  wanted to see what the building was going to look
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          2  like, he brought it.  See I think that was the

          3  problem, I was upstairs too.

          4                 MR. RESTUCCIO:  So was I.

          5                 MR. TING:  This is the site plan.

          6  The building is on the corner of 52nd Street and

          7  11th Avenue.

          8                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Please,

          9  just for the record, please state your name?

         10                 MR. TING:  I am sorry.  My name is

         11  Stephen Ting.  I am with Ting and Lee Architects.  I

         12  am the principal of the firm.

         13                 The building, as Carol might have

         14  mentioned to you already, it is 96 units, 40 are

         15  one- bedroom, 56 are two- bedroom apartments.  There

         16  is approximately 4,000 square feet, this grey tone

         17  area.  On the ground floor that is commercial space.

         18                 The entrance to the residential

         19  portion of the building is on 52nd Street, and there

         20  are two entrances to the commercial space, one on

         21  52nd and one on 11th Avenue.  The building is

         22  approximately 11 stories with some setbacks at the

         23  8th, 9th, and 11th floor.

         24                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  I am sorry,

         25  could you just- -

                                                            11

          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2                 MR. TING:  Slow down a little bit?

          3                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  No, no,

          4  just that we pause with that, and we are going to

          5  finish item that we had, and we will come back to

          6  you.  Thank you, and I apologize.

          7                 We will now hear Council Member

          8  Avella, regarding Land Use No. 219, which will be

          9  modified.  Council Member Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Thanks for

         11  the opportunity to come down, I have, as you know, a

         12  big Zoning and Franchise hearing going on all day

         13  long today.  I did want to come down, and the issue

         14  in my District is there is a College Point Yacht

         15  Club, which a part of their parking lot is up on the

         16  list, and they were totally unaware that they were

         17  not paying taxes on this lot.  And if it was to go

         18  to some other purchaser, it would be a disservice

         19  not only the Yacht Club, but to the community as

         20  well.

         21                 And I think what I have recommended

         22  is that they go ahead, as the City Planning has

         23  recommended that they be the first person - -  I am

         24  sorry.

         25                 We have had discussions back and
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          2  forth over the past few days with EDC and DCAS.  I

          3  would like to request that the restriction come off

          4  on the use of the property.  That it go ahead, and

          5  that we give it a six- month time frame to meet with

          6  EDC, and for EDC, hopefully, to negotiate a direct

          7  sale to the nearby property owner.

          8                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Thank you,

          9  Council member.

         10  So regarding Land Use 219, which has been modified

         11  of Block 3916, Lot 136, the accessory extension and

         12  enlargement restriction is removed, and that the

         13  property shall be withheld from public auction for

         14  six months.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Thanks.

         16                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  You may now

         17  proceed, and I am sorry.

         18                 MR. TING:  So the building is 11

         19  stories high with setbacks at the 8th, the 9th, and

         20  the 11th floor.  This is the elevation of the

         21  building looking along 11th Avenue, the side also

         22  faces DeWitt Clinton Park.  It is also next to the

         23  Flats Building, which is, the community considers an

         24  historically valuable property to their

         25  neighborhood.
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          2                 The building, the Flats is

          3  approximately 8 stories high.  It has at the second

          4  story a well defined base, and at the top of the

          5  building is a corner's line which defines the top of

          6  the building.

          7                 Our building also relates to that in

          8  a similar fashion by having a two- story base with a

          9  slightly darker brick. The first setback occurs and

         10  aligns with the height of the Flats Building.  The

         11  pattern of the windows that we use is very similar

         12  to the Flats in the sense that they are double- hung

         13  windows and they are similar proportion.  What we

         14  have done with the pattern of the windows is that we

         15  have tried to emphasize the center or the line of

         16  the building where the stepping occurs, the step

         17  profile we are building first, to compliment a

         18  setback or notch that is cut out of the Flats

         19  Building, which is sort of in the middle of the

         20  building as well.  They are sort of an invert of

         21  each other, one is a void, the other is a positive

         22  line, but we feel they compliment each other.

         23                 The color of the brick is a reddish

         24  brown brick.  It is going to be similar to the Flats

         25  Building.  The only other difference is that the

                                                            14

          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2  ground floor has commercial space, which we feel

          3  enlivens the building along 11th Avenue facing

          4  DeWitt Clinton Park.

          5                 This is the elevation facing 52nd

          6  Street, on that side we abut the Women's Into Art,

          7  which is a much taller building than ours.  The

          8  height of our building, the highest point is about

          9  102 feet.  The Women's Into Art is about 126 feet.

         10                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Okay, thank

         11  you very much. Well I now recommend the aye vote on

         12  everything, and ask Counsel to call the roll.

         13                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Council

         14  Member Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  Aye on all.

         16                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Council

         17  Member Rivera.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         19                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Council

         20  Member Lanza.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:  Aye on all.

         22                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  By a vote

         23  of 3 in the affirmative, none in the negative, and

         24  no abstentions, the items are approved as modified,

         25  L.U. 209 and 219 are approved as modified.  The
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          2  remaining enumerated items are approved, L.U. 138 is

          3  approved to be filed.

          4                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  And on Land

          5  Use No. 210, we will be taking a recess, and we will

          6  come back to the site on tomorrow at about 9:55 a.m.

          7                 Okay, that is it.  The meeting is

          8  recessed.  Thank you.

          9                 (Subsequently, Council Member

         10  Monserrate voted aye on all items, changing the vote

         11  to 4 in the affirmation, none in the negative, and

         12  no abstentions.)

         13                 (Hearing recessed at 2:15 p.m.)
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