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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: I can let Council

          3  Member Comrie explain, but we have a very special

          4  person that we're honoring today as part of the

          5  ceremonial portion of this meeting.

          6                 Council Member Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Good

          8  afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. We're today as part

          9  of the first ceremonial to acknowledge the first

         10  black statewide commander for the VFW, Mr. Ben

         11  Thompson. And along with him we have Mr. Thomas

         12  Bennett, who is the Chairman of the VFW District for

         13  POWs and MIAs; Mr. Jack Stein, the VFW Commander for

         14  the Nassau County Council; Ms. Carol Graynair, who

         15  is adjuvant for the VFW 1896; James Elovey from VFW

         16  5298; Mr. Steven Ecks, Jr., Vice Commander Post 1896

         17  VFW; Mr. Jack Cherry, member of Post 1896, Jamaica,

         18  New York; Miss Verna Satchell, the Ladies Auxillary,

         19  1896 Treasurer.

         20                 And again, Mr. Ben Thompson. If you

         21  will come forward, while we read the proclamation.

         22  While the clerk will read the proclamation. Thank

         23  you.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         25  of New York, Proclamation.
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is proud and pleased to honor the singular

          4  achievements of Bernard Thompson, and recognize him

          5  for all he has done for the City, the community, and

          6  for all of our great nations; and

          7                 Whereas: Commander Thompson has the

          8  distinction of being the first African American New

          9  York State Commander, Veterans of Foreign Wars, from

         10  New York City and only the second African American

         11  elected to this position in the history of the

         12  veterans of foreign wars in New York State, and to

         13  serve others was installed in him at an earlier age

         14  through community service at his place of worship;

         15  and

         16                 Whereas: As State Commander, in

         17  response to the tragedy of September 11th, 2001,

         18  Commander Thompson provided clothes for the rescue

         19  workers at the site. He also inspired veterans in

         20  other states to bring truckloads of food, clothing

         21  and blankets for the workers, in addition to raising

         22  over $200,000 for the families of veterans involved;

         23  and

         24                 Whereas: It has been the great

         25  fortune of this City to have reared such an
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          2  outstanding citizen as Commander Thompson, Ben, to

          3  those who know and love him, a man whose

          4  contributions to the community and country makes him

          5  exemplary in every respect, and let it be known that

          6  the Council of the City of New York most thankfully

          7  honors Commander Bernard L. Thompson for all that he

          8  has done for veterans in need.

          9                 Signed this 10th day of July in the

         10  year two thousand and two, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         11  for the Entire Council; Joseph Addabbo, Council

         12  Member 32nd District; Kendall Stewart 45th District;

         13  Leroy G. Comrie, Majority Whip and 27th District.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I just wanted

         15  to say that every member of the Council wanted to

         16  sign this proclamation once they found out about it,

         17  but we wanted your history to be on the

         18  proclamation, and it wouldn't have been possible if

         19  we had all the members. But I know that Councilman

         20  Simcha Felder, and Councilman Kendall Stewart, and

         21  many other Councilmen approached me to make sure

         22  that this proclamation was done, once the letters

         23  went out to the members, they just want to

         24  appreciate you for all the work that you've done and

         25  all the work that you're doing. I'm proud that
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          2  you're a resident of my district, just one of the

          3  many illustrious members of the 27th Council

          4  District. We have a lot of good representatives that

          5  are willing to serve in many capacities in the 27th

          6  Council District and I'm honored to be part of the

          7  ceremony.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Commander, your City

          9  is grateful for your service, and we would be very

         10  honored if you would say a few words.

         11                 COMMANDER THOMPSON: Well, it's indeed

         12  a pleasure and an honor to receive this. But I can't

         13  accept this for myself, I accept this on behalf of

         14  the over 100,000 members of the veterans of foreign

         15  wars, the Ladies Auxiliary in New York, over 2

         16  million in the United States and around the world,

         17  but mainly I accept this for the veterans that are

         18  not able to do the things I can because they're in

         19  the hospitals or they're homeless, and I thank you

         20  and I accept this on behalf of the families that

         21  have never had their sons or daughters come back for

         22  more and for those that are now guarding the gates

         23  of freedom overseas, our troops, and I ask that you

         24  always remember them and thank a veteran. Because we

         25  always know what the price of freedom is, we say
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          2  it's in dollars and cents but it's really those that

          3  are in the hospitals and in the cemeteries, so on

          4  behalf of them I accept this and I thank you.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: If Council Member

          6  Recchia can come forward. Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Good

          9  afternoon, my colleagues, guests. I would just like

         10  everyone's attention for a minute here. This year is

         11  the first day that we had a Russian Day here at City

         12  Hall. Never before has it been done in the history

         13  of City government, but Melinda Katz, Lew Fidler,

         14  Mike Nelson and the Speaker are responsible for this

         15  great event, and the Russian community has a gift

         16  for the Speaker. Unfortunately, that day the

         17  Speaker, he was unable to attend, he was tied up in

         18  other affairs, but they have a gift, they'd like to

         19  make a special presentation for the Speaker of the

         20  New York City Council, our fierce leader and

         21  wonderful Gifford Miller, but right now I'd like to

         22  introduce our wonderful Russian Community Leader,

         23  Rasor Chinone (phonetic).

         24                 MS. CHINONE: Thank you very much.

         25  First of all, I didn't know you were so young. On
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          2  behalf of Russian community and Russian television,

          3  I'd like to give our appreciation to recognize our

          4  community as part of New York, and it will be for so

          5  many years and I hope we'll see you here, and thank

          6  you very much. This is our small present for you and

          7  your family. Please open. No, this is Russian doll,

          8  make it special for you. It's handmade.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Well,

         10  thank you very much. I really appreciate this gift a

         11  great deal, and it means a great deal to me

         12  personally. But more than that it's a great pleasure

         13  for us in the Council to be able to welcome you and

         14  to let you know that the Russian community is not

         15  only a part of this City but a growing part of this

         16  City, a vibrant part of this City, and that's what's

         17  been such a great strength for this City for so many

         18  years, that people from all over the world have come

         19  together and contained their identities and built

         20  communities and made this City stronger. So, we

         21  welcome you, not just to the City but to City Hall.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         24  clerk call the roll for the purpose of ascertaining

         25  the presence of a quorum.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: (In Spanish).

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Present.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

          9  quorum. Today we're going to have the Pledge of

         10  Allegiance. Would you all please rise and salute the

         11  flag.

         12                 THE QUORUM: I pledge allegiance to

         13  the flag of the United States of America and to the

         14  republic for which it stands, one nation, under God,

         15  indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please rise

         17  for today's invocation given by Council Member James

         18  Davis.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Father God, we

         20  thank you. We thank you for this opportunity to be

         21  gathered here on this day, for this Stated Meeting

         22  to take place at this time. We come before your

         23  throne humble.

         24                 Lord, we're here as black and white

         25  and Jew and gentile and Protestant and Catholic,
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          2  Republicans and Democrats, we're here to do your

          3  will, to serve your people, to represent all the

          4  people of this City, as we go forth in legislation,

          5  as we go forth in resolutions. As we go forth, let

          6  us continue to be mindful of putting you first, and

          7  putting the people that we represent before our

          8  personal agendas, our personal platforms.

          9                 God, we are your humble servants, and

         10  we ask that you would bless this meeting, and bless

         11  us with the wisdom to work one with another, to

         12  further serve you.

         13                 We ask these blessings in the name of

         14  God. Let everyone say amen, and amen.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Michael Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I make a

         18  motion to spread the invocation in full upon the

         19  record.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: If there are

         21  no objections it is so ordered.

         22                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         25  Papers from the Mayor.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          4  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 229, 230, 231

          6  and 232. Communication from the Department of

          7  Finance, Third Party Transfer Program.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Housing and

          9  Buildings.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 233.

         11  Communication from the Department of Homeless

         12  Services. Third Quarterly Report.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         14  printed and filed.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 234.

         16  Communication from the Taxi and Limousine

         17  Commission, Bashment Car Service, new base station.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 235, and the

         20  other M's on page two, three, four, five, six,

         21  seven, and eight, ending in M 284, various

         22  applications for base station renewals.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

         24  Committee on Transportation.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions
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          2  and communications.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          5  Call-Ups.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 285, by

          7  Council Member Avella.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

          9  vote.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 286, by

         11  Council Member Avella and Council Member Liu.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  call-up vote.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 287, by the

         15  Chair of the Land Use Committee, Council Member

         16  Katz.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a call-up

         18  vote.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 288, by

         20  Council Member Quinn.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  call-up vote.

         23                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         24  call the roll on items coupled on the call-up vote.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

                                                            18

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         10  And Madam Public Advocate, I ask for the unanimous

         11  consent of my colleagues to be permitted to vote aye

         12  on all general orders because of a pressing personal

         13  commitment.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Revised Land

         20  Use call-up vote. 47 in the affirmative, zero in the

         21  negative.

         22                 Communication from the Speaker.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: I have a couple of

         24  items I want to communicate about, a couple of

         25  housekeeping notes. The first is that I want to
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          2  remind my colleagues that the annual Council outing

          3  is this Friday, from 9:00 to 5:00 at Kingsborough

          4  Community College, and if you need directions or

          5  anything at all the staff is there.

          6                 Jimmy Oddo will be showing up with

          7  cleats and batting gloves and sunglasses and eye

          8  blacks and challenging all members to a nine on one

          9  softball game. But, no, actually it's a fun day and

         10  we hope that all of you can make it.

         11                 The second item is graver, although

         12  we hope not too grave, but just to note that Council

         13  Member Quinn is not with us today, she has a slipped

         14  disk and is recovering, and certainly our thoughts

         15  and our prayers are with her for a swift recovery

         16  for what we know is a painful experience. And now I

         17  want to call on Council Member Yassky to speak about

         18  an item that came out of his Committee.

         19                 Council Member Yassky.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you very

         21  much, Mr. Speaker.

         22                 I just want to urge my colleagues

         23  today to support Intro. 65-A, which we will be

         24  voting on shortly. This is a bill that will direct

         25  the Administration to compile an inventory of
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          2  City-owned waterfront property. This may surprise

          3  some of you but if you ask people, one would think

          4  you know, how much waterfront property does the City

          5  own, how many acres, how many miles along the

          6  shoreline, just how many parcels? We don't know. And

          7  the best tool that we've got available for sparking

          8  the kind of waterfront revitalization that I know so

          9  many of us are interested in and so many of us want,

         10  is to use City-owned property. We are using

         11  City-owned pieces of land for salt piles along the

         12  waterfront, for two pounds, for uses that have

         13  nothing to do with the water, and what we have got

         14  to do is come up with a comprehensive plan for

         15  turning these wasted sites into open space, into

         16  housing, into real jobs, if possible. So, this bill,

         17  I believe is the first step toward doing that, and I

         18  hope that each of you will support it.

         19                 I want to particularly thank Chairman

         20  Perkins of the Governmental Operations Committee for

         21  moving this so speedily and so promptly and so

         22  diligently. I think it's a very important bill and I

         23  hope that you will support it, and Mr. Speaker,

         24  thank you very much.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Chairman, for your leadership on this subject. And I

          3  think the subject of waterfront development is one

          4  that should unite all New Yorkers, and certainly the

          5  Council appreciates your leadership in terms of

          6  bringing that issue to the fore.

          7                 Secondly, I want to ask my

          8  colleagues' attention for just a moment. We have a

          9  few special guests here today with regard to one

         10  piece of legislation that this Council is passing

         11  and I want to ask Council Member Katz to acknowledge

         12  them.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, in my nine

         15  years in government this is probably the most

         16  difficult speech that I will make or have made in my

         17  life.

         18                 As you know, September 11th was a

         19  tragic day for everyone, really everyone in the

         20  world. On that day 343 firefighters were killed,

         21  helping to save the thousands and thousands and

         22  thousands of people that got out of the World Trade

         23  Center that day. That's not to mention the over

         24  3,000 other lives that we lost that day.

         25                 Today we're passing a bill to rename
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          2  a street, Firefighter Christopher J. Pickford

          3  Street, Kew Gardens, on 122nd Street. I know we've

          4  had a lot of debate on street namings in this

          5  Council, but it seems to me that there is one small

          6  and extremely humble way that we can show our

          7  appreciation and love and to honor the folks that

          8  gave their lives that day, that this is a way to do

          9  it, albeit as humble as it is.

         10                 Christopher Pickford was a Queens kid

         11  through and through. He was born in June of '69 at

         12  Booth Memorial Hospital in Flushing, Queens, grew up

         13  in Kew Gardens, a product of the public school

         14  system, Forest Hills High School and Queens Borough

         15  Community College. He was a singer in a band, and a

         16  songwriter. His band was 10 Degree Lean, for those

         17  of you that might be interested in buying the music.

         18  He was hired by the New York City firefighters in

         19  January of 2000, where he was stationed in Queens.

         20  Before that he worked at the Queens District

         21  Attorney's office as a paralegal.

         22                 Quite as a gentleman he served in the

         23  Fire Department for 18 months before he was killed

         24  in the second tower of the World Trade Center. His

         25  body was recovered on New Years Day of this year.
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          2                 We have today with us some very, very

          3  special guests. They are here to thank us and work

          4  with us in making sure that the streets that they

          5  live on still is renamed Christopher Pickford

          6  Street, Firefighter Christopher Pickford Street. I

          7  would like to thank the Speaker and the Committee

          8  for working so hard on this, allowing this to come

          9  to fruition.

         10                 But I would like this City Council to

         11  welcome in a way that is truly deserving of all of

         12  the heroes that we lost that day. I would like you

         13  all to give that welcome to the District Attorneys

         14  that Christopher Pickford worked with, Greg Lasak

         15  and Jack Ryan, but also to Christopher J. Pickford's

         16  Aunt Jerry, his brother David Pickford, and last,

         17  but of course not least, those that lost their son

         18  to the City of New York, Thomas and Linda Pickford

         19  who are in front. If I can ask you all to stand.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, my

         21  colleagues.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         23  of general orders.

         24                 Weprin. Council Member Weprin, sorry.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, I'd like
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          2  to rise in support of Intro. 240, which is on the

          3  agenda today, and I invite my colleague to join me

          4  as a co-sponsor.

          5                 There have been a number of bills

          6  that were taken up at the last Sanitation and Solid

          7  Waste Committee, and the bills dealt with increasing

          8  the fines for posting illegal posting. This

          9  particular bill doubles the new fine for posting and

         10  creating permanent damage to live trees, to creating

         11  a permanent mark such as a nail or staples which

         12  cause permanent damage to trees and have been known

         13  to erode the bark of a tree, allowing insects to

         14  come in and destroy trees and shorten trees' lives

         15  and trees of course are a precious commodity that we

         16  have in the City of New York. This will be taken up

         17  at the next Sanitation and Solid Waste Committee,

         18  but I urge my colleagues to join with me as a

         19  co-sponsor of Intro. 240. The caption doesn't really

         20  specify what the bill does, but it specifically

         21  doubles the fine on top of the proposed increases

         22  for live trees.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council Member.
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          2                 Council Member Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, I thank you for the opportunity. Today I'm

          5  here to speak of something that all or most of my

          6  colleagues have joined me on. I'm here to speak

          7  about displaced workers. And I will return to this

          8  matter in just a few moments.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Just to remind my

         12  colleagues, we're at the point on this part of the

         13  agenda in the Discussion of General Orders. When you

         14  get to the Discussion of General Orders, this is an

         15  opportunity for all Council Members to discuss those

         16  items that are on the General Order Calendar today.

         17  All those items that are being introduced, or any

         18  other item that a Council member wants to refer to

         19  or discuss, we discuss at the end of the agenda,

         20  after the vote on the general orders. And if you

         21  follow through on the agenda, it's at the items

         22  entitled "General Discussion." So, that would be the

         23  point at which Council Members and colleagues would

         24  have the opportunity to speak on any item that's

         25  introduced, or any other item, including important
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          2  legislation, such as we just heard about at this

          3  time. I thank my colleagues for their forbearance in

          4  that regard.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I will

          8  defer it for General Discussion.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         10                 Council Member Martinez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I will defer

         12  it to General Discussion.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         14                 Council Member Perkins.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I just want

         16  to bring your attention to Intro. 22-A and the

         17  companion Intro. 23, a local law in relation to a

         18  street name Harriet Tubman Avenue, Borough of

         19  Manhattan, which happens to be in my district. It's

         20  a street renaming, one of the first that we've done

         21  in this Council, under this new Council, a bill that

         22  was proposed in the last Council. It is the first

         23  and only street renaming of a woman throughout the

         24  City of New York in a major thoroughfare, and

         25  especially a woman of African descent. I would ask
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          2  my colleagues to please join me and the Borough

          3  President of Manhattan, Virginia Fields, in

          4  supporting this particular piece of legislation. I

          5  think it says something very significant for this

          6  Council and for this City, that such a heroine has

          7  been acknowledged for the great American tradition

          8  of freeing the slaves, and having as part of our

          9  streetscape.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, request permission to vote in the

         15  affirmative on all Land Use call-up matters.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 Council Member Lopez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes, I want to

         19  call the attention to my colleagues about Intro.

         20  227-A, is the changing of the name of the Department

         21  of Public Health to the Department of Health and

         22  Mental Hygiene. This is a very important change

         23  because it is going to reflect the nature and the

         24  reality of what the Department of Health is about,

         25  excluding the aspect of mental hygiene will be just
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          2  misinterpreted and misleading to the public that the

          3  Department of Health is only dealing with

          4  health-related issues that had to be with the

          5  physical body.

          6                 Then I just want to make note of it

          7  for all of my colleagues the importance of this

          8  change and for the public who is looking in channel,

          9  in cable TV, the procedures in here.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council Member.

         13                 Reports of Special Committees.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         16  Standing Committees.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         18  Committee on Consumer Affairs. Intro. 177-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         20  under general order.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Governmental Operations.

         23                 Intro. 65-A.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         25  on General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 227-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          4  on General Order.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

          7                 Intro. 22-A.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          9  on General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 23, 35,

         11  36, 50, 76, 84, 98, 121, 185, 228 and 229.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: All coupled to be

         13  filed.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         15  Committee of State and Federal Legislation.

         16                 SLR 105.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         18  Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         20  SLR 111.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: On a separate

         24  slip sheet, preconsidered SLR 115.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          4  Select Committee on Waterfronts. Intro. 65-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          6  on the General Order calendar.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          8  Order calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 14-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 313.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         14  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  General Order calendar.

         17                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         18  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         19  Order calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me.

         23  Sorry, we missed Council Member Diaz on the former

         24  --

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: I will wait my
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          2  turn when you call me.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

          4  very much.

          5                 Sorry, go ahead.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Madam Chair,
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          2  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

          5                 We'll vote aye on all. I just want to

          6  note on Intro. 121, renaming of 14th Street, Bill

          7  Thomas, Sr. Lane, I just want to thank the Committee

          8  and thank the Council for supporting this.

          9                 Bill Thomas, Sr. is someone I knew

         10  well, was the epitome of a community activist. He

         11  served his country and his community and was

         12  particularly active on the effort to preserve the

         13  Park Slope Armory, so it is very fitting that we

         14  honor him today. I want to thank my colleagues.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: May I explain my

         17  vote, please?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you.

         20                 Before I explain my vote, I would

         21  like to congratulate you, Madam Chair, first of all,

         22  for initiating this meeting with the Pledge of

         23  Allegiance, especially using that word "Nation under

         24  God." You did the right thing. Thank you.

         25                 I was trying to speak before because
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          2  Introduction 35 and 36, 35 deals with the street

          3  name change of Amadou Diallo.

          4                 Amadou Diallo was an African guy who

          5  got shot 41 times in the Bronx in my district, 19

          6  bullets hit him, and today this body is considering

          7  to grant my petition to change that street to Amadou

          8  Diallo. And the other one, Introduction 36, is the

          9  street name changes of Steve Mercado, to Steve

         10  Mercado Stickball Boulevard. To Steve Mercado.

         11  Steven Mercado was a fireman who lost his life in

         12  9/11. He gave his life trying to save others. So,

         13  ladies and gentlemen, today I'm honored, I'm happy,

         14  and I'm delighted that these two street changes are

         15  being taken care of - Amadou Diallo and Steve

         16  Mercado.

         17                 As the representative of the people

         18  of the 18th Councilmanic District, I congratulate

         19  all my fellow members and the member of the Parks

         20  Committee, and its President, Councilman Addabbo.

         21  Thank you very much and I vote yes on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         24  all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

         14  excused to explain my vote?

         15                 I just want to take a quick moment,

         16  it was brought to my attention that in my

         17  explanation of Intro. 23, that I did not give the

         18  boundaries of the historic changing of the name to

         19  Hariett Tubman. The avenue was St. Nicholas Avenue,

         20  and it will be from 141st Street down to 111th

         21  Street, or from 111th Street up to 141st Street and

         22  St. Nicholas Avenue in the Great Borough of

         23  Manhattan.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you. I

         12  just wanted to commend -- first of all, I vote aye

         13  on all. I just wanted to commend Chairman Sanders

         14  and BJ 32 for Intro. 239 on displaced workers, and

         15  commend them for having collaborated with the

         16  buildings industry owners to benefit their members.

         17  32 BJ has come a long way. I'm a great supporter of

         18  them, and I commend them on having done a great job,

         19  and I proudly stand forward in supporting Intro.

         20  239. Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Council Member,

         22  how did you vote?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I said I vote

         24  aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          9  today's General Order calendar were adopted by a

         10  vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         11  and zero abstentions. Revised Land Use call-up vote,

         12  affirmative 48, negative zero.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Introduction

         14  and Reading of Bills.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         16  referred to the Committee as laid out on the agenda.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         18  discussion.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Just for my

         20  colleagues, a reminder. This is the point in the

         21  agenda at which it is appropriate to comment on any

         22  items that are being introduced on this day or

         23  anything else that comes to anyone's mind, General

         24  Discussion portion of the calendar.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Diaz, remember we forgot you? We didn't

          3  forget you, we just didn't see you.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Yes. I would

          5  like to give my time to Council Member Fidler. I

          6  will give my time to Council Member Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: You can't do

          8  that.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I think he's

         10  out of order.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I rise to say congratulations to 32BJ

         16  and the displaced workers, the Janitors for Justice,

         17  and we want to support you 100 percent.

         18                 To Council Member Seabrook, we should

         19  support the Frederick Douglas Month, I think that's

         20  a creative and right on time idea, and to my

         21  colleagues who are going to be voting for term

         22  limits to be extended, I want to say congratulations

         23  to you, but understand that on a principle level, I

         24  will be voting against that, but I welcome two more

         25  years with you.
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          2                 And finally, Madam Public Advocate,

          3  on a very serious note, at the last meeting, I

          4  understand after I left the meeting there was a lot

          5  of heated exchange around the political prisoners

          6  question. I just want to urge my colleagues that

          7  when we have differences, keep it political and not

          8  personal. And I think it's very, very important to

          9  be educated on issues like reparation and term

         10  limits.

         11                 Finally, I want to say to my

         12  colleagues James Oddo and Gallagher and Lanza and

         13  Golden, I have some information for you that's going

         14  to sadden you. I will be going on vacation for a

         15  week with my family, and I will not be around, and

         16  you'll have to find a way to go forward in my

         17  absence, and I know these are my fans. And I had an

         18  article written in the New York Times, and at the

         19  end of the article it said that I won't need --

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Take two more

         21  weeks.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'll take you

         23  up on that.

         24                 I had an article in the New York

         25  Times and at the end of it it said I won't be
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          2  needing white folks' vote because you'll be one

          3  percent of the population by the time I run. I just

          4  want to let you know that I have assigned Tony

          5  Avella as the white vote for Barron for Mayor

          6  Committee so that I can get as many votes as I can

          7  for Mayor. But I just wanted to say that if there is

          8  anybody who would like to consider joining that, I

          9  would be honored to have them. And here we have one

         10  already, thank you very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         12  very much, Council member.

         13                 Council Member Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, I apologize taking so long to get here,

         16  it's just that it seems that just about every person

         17  down here wanted to make sure that there are justice

         18  for displaced workers, and I'm very happy to say

         19  that.

         20                 I trust you won't use that against my

         21  time.

         22                 I did also want to say that I've been

         23  told that the black, Latino and Asian Caucus wants

         24  to meet on this very issue to discuss it right after

         25  that, because in these times of economic
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          2  difficulties and uncertainty, our workers, the ones

          3  who make sure that the rest of us are safe and

          4  secure need to have a little security themselves.

          5                 I'm glad that this Council is bold

          6  enough to take up whatever measures it can to

          7  provide economic security for working people. Right

          8  now building service workers face sudden

          9  unemployment, regardless of their work history, when

         10  a building is sold or a contract changes.

         11                 The shaky real estate market means

         12  that this will happen on and on and these workers

         13  have a right to be protected. These are the people

         14  who provide security and cleaning services in our

         15  City. This bill will ensure that these workers, the

         16  security guards, the janitors, the elevator

         17  operators and others, these workers have job

         18  stability for 90 days, and won't be laid off just

         19  because their building is sold or the management

         20  changes, this bill will cost the City nothing.

         21                 The real estate industry has already

         22  agreed to this. I acknowledge and thank more than 31

         23  Council members who have indicated their support, in

         24  fact we're at 40 and going, and if we don't stop

         25  quick we will reach a unanimous -- this will just
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          2  make history.

          3                 I call on my colleagues to join me

          4  now as a sponsor of this bill and sign it into law.

          5  I, of course, want to acknowledge the mighty

          6  president of the union, Mike Fishman, who is up here

          7  today. Hector Figueroa, the Secretary/Treasurer --

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: And Alan

         11  Koppell. And I respect this body and I just want to

         12  say thank you to everyone for helping to make

         13  history on this day.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council Member.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: And I look

         17  forward as we make this happen.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you.

         21  Thank you, Madam Chair. I just want to reiterate my

         22  support for Intro. 239, the displaced workers bill,

         23  and as my colleague, Mr. Sanders, just eloquently

         24  stated, I'm 100 percent behind it.

         25                 I urge all our colleagues to support
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          2  this bill. It is an important bill, it makes good

          3  sense and it's for the protection of the working

          4  class people of this City in the business service

          5  arena, and I want to also commend the leadership of

          6  32BJ, Mr. Fishman, Hector Figueroa and Alan Koppell

          7  up there, you did a great job and we'll be working

          8  with you. Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council member.

         11                 Council Member Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         13  Madam Chair.

         14                 As the son of a former

         15  superintendent, and the mother who worked in the

         16  maintenance area, it is with great pleasure and

         17  honor that I support the intro of displaced worker

         18  to ensure that hundreds of families don't have to

         19  live on the fear that they're going to lose their

         20  jobs all the time new management or new owners come

         21  into town. So, I honorly support with great pride

         22  the intro that will protect hundreds of thousands of

         23  families in the City of New York.

         24                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 Council Member Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I wanted to draw my colleagues'

          7  attentions to two resos. One is 385. It deals with

          8  the EPIC program and those who would lose it if they

          9  received a little pick up in a pension, whether it's

         10  private or public. Ironically if they received

         11  another $1,000 a year more or so, they might lose

         12  thousands of dollars in medical benefits, which

         13  obviously is not what we want to see happen.

         14                 So, read up on that and sign on.

         15                 And Reso 386, how many of you walk

         16  around the streets of New York and are very

         17  discouraged or get upset when you see this blight of

         18  graffiti? I call them "graffiti geeks." Anybody who

         19  calls them graffiti artists is not helping this New

         20  York City of ours at all. How many of you have had

         21  constituents call you or collar you in a restaurant,

         22  perhaps, when you were having dinner with your

         23  family, to complain about graffiti in our great

         24  City.

         25                 Our great City doesn't look so great
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          2  sometimes, and these graffiti geeks make it look a

          3  lot worse, and they receive a slap on the wrist, or

          4  that may be too strong, they don't even receive that

          5  in some cases. And I suggest they do receive

          6  something, we have to make a deterrence to it. It's

          7  too easy to do it. If the cops ever catch them,

          8  nothing much happens to them.

          9                 We've got to push on with this, it

         10  makes our beloved New York City look uglier, much

         11  uglier than it should, so that's Reso 386.

         12                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         14                 Council Member Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'd like to

         16  defer to a little later, please.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 Council Member Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: It's with great

         20  sadness that I have to inform the members of the

         21  public who are up there that my name did not appear

         22  in this resolution what was printed, but I want you

         23  to know that from the beginning I have been with you

         24  and I will continue to be with you in this bill,

         25  number one.
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          2                 Number two, it's also with great

          3  sadness that I had to stand up over here today.

          4  There's a resolution in this package today that is

          5  put forward to congratulate and to support the

          6  Boyscouts of America. I want to make very clear that

          7  the Boyscouts of America has made very clear to this

          8  nation that they condemn, despite, and do not want

          9  the gay/lesbian community involved, touching,

         10  dealing, talking or doing anything with that

         11  organization.

         12                 This body should not approve under no

         13  circumstances, resolutions supporting the Boyscouts

         14  of America when they have said clearly that they

         15  will intend, will discriminate on a continuum basis

         16  against the gay community and that that's the policy

         17  they believe and the principle.

         18                 Then this body need to take very

         19  careful steps when they're looking at Resolution 388

         20  and meditate about what we're going to do in this

         21  body when resolutions like this come in, when as we

         22  speak right now, the gay community has been

         23  discriminated and we are funding, we are funding the

         24  Boyscouts of America here in violation of our human

         25  right laws.
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          2                 And I'm asking this body to begin

          3  dealing with a resolution that I introduced here to

          4  finally end the funding of the Boyscouts in the City

          5  of New York, as long as they continue to agree to

          6  discriminate against the gay community.

          7                 Thank you, my colleagues.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Council member.

         10                 Council Member Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         12  Madam Chair.

         13                 My colleagues, and members of the

         14  public, I rise as a prime sponsor, along with

         15  Council Member Sanders, of Intro. 239 the displaced

         16  workers bill.

         17                 The purple and yellow shirts you see

         18  up there are worn by members of Local 32BJ of SEIU,

         19  and as a member of SEIU, I rise to support my

         20  brothers and sisters in the struggle to make sure

         21  that everyone, no matter who you are, no matter

         22  where you live at, have a right to be protected on

         23  their job.

         24                 If you know anything about the labor

         25  struggles, the northeast is a stronghold of labor
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          2  unions, and we in New York City have been supportive

          3  of labor unions from day one, and I stand here with

          4  you today in their struggle for equity. And I

          5  applaud the leaders of 32BJ and putting forward this

          6  legislation to us to move forward to protect the

          7  tens of thousands of workers that they represent,

          8  and I urge all of my colleagues that have not signed

          9  on yet to sign on and support workers and their

         10  struggles to ensure that they will not be evicted

         11  from their jobs at a minute's notice.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council member.

         15                 Council Member Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I would like to introduce my

         19  colleague Toshika Kitchens (phonetic), who is part

         20  of the Cleveland Voucher Program, and I want to draw

         21  your attention to a resolution that Councilman Ruben

         22  Diaz and myself, Resolution 383, which asks the

         23  State Legislature, as well as the Governor to enact

         24  a voucher program in this City, and the reason for

         25  that is, obviously, we all know that competition
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          2  breeds success, and the Speaker, as well as the

          3  Mayor, have made education a priority, and if we

          4  want our kids to get the best, then we should allow

          5  families to get the best buy and the best bang for

          6  their buck, and the only way we're going to succeed

          7  is by allowing families to be able to get education

          8  that every child deserves, and that education means

          9  being able to get the best on the market.

         10                 I would like to add that the Supreme

         11  Court, as you know, the highest courts in this

         12  country, ruled that vouchers are okay, and the Blain

         13  amendment, which has a history of being

         14  anti-Catholic, the reason it was enacted was to

         15  prevent the spread of Catholicism years ago, should

         16  not be one that should prevent any of my colleagues

         17  from promoting a program that will help the

         18  children.

         19                 Let's forget about the unions that

         20  supported some of you and getting you elected, now

         21  that you're incumbents, forget about the unions,

         22  forget about the special interests, just think about

         23  the kids and the families.

         24                 I'm delighted that the Mayor, again,

         25  and the Speaker, have made education a priority, and
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          2  we're going to help them with this project, because

          3  it's such a big project.

          4                 I think that the voucher program at a

          5  minimum, the pilot project in the City, would be of

          6  tremendous help.

          7                 So, I'm asking all of you to forget

          8  about the next election and do the right thing and

          9  support vouchers.

         10                 I'm almost done.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, you

         12  are.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: And there are

         14  many Toshika Kitchens in New York, and they need our

         15  help. Support vouchers.

         16                 And finally, just one comment --

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member --

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I want to

         20  welcome Vinnie Bonavita who has been missing back,

         21  and we're delighted to have him back with us.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council Member.

         24                 Hi, Vinnie.

         25                 Council Member DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          3  Madam Advocate.

          4                 Madam Advocate, I want to thank the

          5  brothers and sisters from Local 32BJ for what they

          6  have done. In this case, the displaced worker bill

          7  is not only protecting the rights of workers, it is

          8  allowing these workers to protect their families and

          9  provide for their families, and in this economy, and

         10  after what this City has been through, it is more

         11  important than ever that we protect working people

         12  and their families. So, I urge all of my colleagues,

         13  let us join the workers of 32BJ who are putting

         14  forward a fundamental reform and let's help them

         15  provide for our families and make our City stronger.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council member.

         19                 Council Member Addabbo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 First and foremost, I'd like to state

         23  my support for Intro. 239, the displaced workers

         24  intro.

         25                 Secondly, I'd like to call my
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          2  colleagues' attention to Reso 382.

          3                 Many times when people buy a house,

          4  there are many documents that go through the closing

          5  process. But one of the most important ones does

          6  not, and that's the Voter Registration Card.

          7                 Too many times when somebody buys a

          8  residence they don't think, sometimes maybe not at

          9  all, about registering out of their new home, and I

         10  think it would be no cost to the City to call upon

         11  State Legislature to require real estate brokers who

         12  are licensed by the State to provide as a part of

         13  the voting documents a Voter Registration Card so we

         14  can have these new families registered in our area,

         15  as well as their sheets to list all of their elected

         16  officials so they know who to call to acquaint

         17  themselves with the community. It's a simple

         18  process, it's a simple step, but it's so important,

         19  this right to vote and the foundation of our very

         20  democracy.

         21                 So, I call upon my colleagues to

         22  support me in Reso 382.

         23                 And lastly, as Chair of the Parks

         24  Committee, it was my pleasure to unanimously vote

         25  along with my colleagues who are also on that
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          2  Committee, unanimously vote in favor of all of the

          3  proposed name changes that we vote on today, and as

          4  one of the roles that the Parks Committee plays,

          5  it's an important role, and I welcome it.

          6                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council Member Addabbo.

          9                 Council Member Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         11  much.

         12                 I wanted to mention a couple of

         13  things. I know that term limits, many phone calls

         14  regarding term limits, but even thinking beyond that

         15  in terms of good government, I wanted to bring to

         16  everyone's attention something that we talked about

         17  at the steering committee this morning, which is

         18  that when the Mayor appoints his Charter Revision

         19  Commission, I believe strongly that we should have a

         20  lot of education and discussion on it.

         21                 This is much too late to be doing

         22  this in a fast tracked system. There are many

         23  issues. I personally went to all of the Mayor

         24  Giuliani fast track positioning in terms of his

         25  Charter Revision Commission, it was done
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          2  incorrectly, and I hope it doesn't happen again.

          3                 And I think we should add to that

          4  discussion the issue of referendum. I am not a

          5  supporter of becoming a state where it's very easy

          6  to put issues on the ballot. I would spend my entire

          7  life fighting those who are anti-abortion and

          8  anti-civil rights.

          9                 So, I strongly urge us to keep that

         10  as an education item as we move forward.

         11                 Number two, I want to thank Mike

         12  Fishman and Hector for something very special, not

         13  just today, but to thank you because when Speaker

         14  Miller and others were running for Speaker, Brian

         15  Cavanaugh, who works with me, and others, were faced

         16  with finding the space to have a democracy project,

         17  along with many others who are involved with the

         18  Fresh Democracy Council, and this particular union,

         19  32BJ, was a union that housed 1,000 people for the

         20  first public forum on those who would become

         21  Speaker. And I thank you for having a position on

         22  open government.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council Member.
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          2                 Council Member Davis.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I also would like to acknowledge

          6  Michael Fishman and Local 32BJ. At the top, give

          7  yourselves another great big handclap, not me this

          8  time but yourselves, and I stand with you united to

          9  stand up for this Intro. 239, displaced building

         10  service workers.

         11                 I would also like to acknowledge

         12  General Benjamin O. Davis who led the Tuscegy airmen

         13  (phonetic) this past week, General Benjamin O.

         14  Davis, high-ranking African-American who led the

         15  Tuscegy airmen when blacks weren't allowed to fight

         16  alongside whites at one particular time in this

         17  country has passed away.

         18                 And last but not least, I am proud to

         19  support Intro. 238 qualifications for the office of

         20  Council member.

         21                 I believe, and I don't know where

         22  these people get this notion, but when the people

         23  put me in office, they put me in office to represent

         24  fairness.

         25                 I don't think when people supported

                                                            61

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  term limits they thought, well, one gets six years

          3  and one gets eight years and the other one gets 11

          4  years. I believe when they supported term limits,

          5  they wanted term limits with fairness. So, I stand

          6  united with those other Council members. I have

          7  nothing to gain. I'm in the eight-year place, but I

          8  think it's about fairness, so I stand united with

          9  those other members and I stand proudly and I look

         10  forward to serving with them a full eight years. So,

         11  this is what term limits is all about. Eight full

         12  years, I think I agree with minority, with my

         13  Republican leader James Oddo, you know, who said

         14  eight years, and I think that's what it's all about,

         15  eight years everyone gets the same amount, eight

         16  years, fairness across the board, eight years, so

         17  I'm happy to sign on Intro. 238, eight years I

         18  served, I represent the people eight years fairness

         19  across the board. So, l look forward to serving

         20  eight full years, let's go forward and serve the

         21  people.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council member.

         24                 Council Member Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, I'd like to first thank my colleagues and

          3  especially Councilman Addabbo and the Speaker for

          4  their warm welcome to the Pickford family.

          5                 I'd also like to thank the Speaker

          6  and the Public Advocate for starting the session

          7  with the Pledge of Allegiance in the New York City

          8  Council. It's high time.

          9                 I sort of like the idea. It could

         10  grow to be a habit.

         11                 I would also like to, with my

         12  colleagues, I would also like to show my support for

         13  the displaced workers introduction.

         14                 I think that in addition to it being

         15  the right thing to do to create stability in a time

         16  that is so economically unstable today in the City

         17  of New York, I think it's important to note that

         18  this legislation today got here by the hard work --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         20  please.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I think it's

         22  important to note that this legislation today got

         23  here by the hard work of so many different

         24  coalitions from all over the City of New York in

         25  every single community, the unions, the businesses,
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          2  different folks that got together and said you know

          3  what? This is the right thing to do, let's figure

          4  out how to give stability to these workers, that the

          5  buildings and the people in the buildings rely on so

          6  heavily.

          7                 So, I would like to really just show

          8  how proud I am of all the folks that were involved

          9  in getting this legislation to the floor today.

         10                 And a special message to the union

         11  workers that are up there in the balcony, we

         12  understand down here that sometimes it is extremely

         13  thankless and sometimes you must wonder if we're

         14  actually listening.

         15                 And you have to know, because you see

         16  all of us here today, and you see where it got you

         17  to be there every day on the fight, that we are

         18  listening, we're proud of all of you and we're just

         19  happy that in some small way we could help.

         20                 Congratulations.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council member.

         23                 Thank you. May I remind you to please

         24  keep your voices down when your colleagues are

         25  speaking? There's a big buzz on today and I'm not
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          2  quite sure why.

          3                 Council Member Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I'd like to commend and express my

          7  support to Council Member Seabrook for his

          8  Resolution 390, calling for Frederick Douglas Month.

          9                 Frederick Douglas was certainly a

         10  revolutionary leader of his time and has really set

         11  a tone for fairness and understanding among people

         12  regardless of race, during a time when slavery was

         13  the order of the day.

         14                 So, I believe that there is enough,

         15  in terms of the writings, in terms of the work of

         16  Frederick Douglas, for us to be able to educate

         17  school students and people throughout the City of

         18  New York about his contributions and what it truly

         19  means to the City of New York.

         20                 Secondly, I'd just like to

         21  congratulate Council Member Sanders and the rest of

         22  the colleagues who come together with respect to

         23  Intro. 239.

         24                 I really believe we're on the road to

         25  victory, that this law -- that this will be law in
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          2  the City of New York, and that victory for displaced

          3  workers in the City of New York is a victory for the

          4  people and a victory for our communities and that we

          5  would take this time when economic instability is

          6  the order of the day to put this out there and get

          7  the feedback from our colleagues, I believe that

          8  victory is certain and I want to thank you again,

          9  Council Member Sanders, Council Member Jackson, for

         10  remembering those in our community who do the

         11  service that people often time overlook. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 Council Member Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I rise today in support of the

         18  displaced worker legislation, Intro. 239. And also,

         19  I rise to really thank Local 32BJ, the men and women

         20  of 32BJ, as well as the leadership, not only for

         21  introducing this, or helping to introduce this

         22  incredible legislation, but also for getting me

         23  here.

         24                 I wouldn't be here today, if not for

         25  this union, not only because they were kind enough

                                                            66

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  to come out and knock on doors with me every single

          3  weekend last summer, but because when it was time

          4  for me to go to college, when I graduated high

          5  school, I didn't have enough money to go and my

          6  folks didn't have enough money to go, and I was

          7  able, through the good jobs and the strong wages of

          8  32BJ, pay my way through college, as a janitor, a

          9  doorman and an elevator operator. So, without that I

         10  would not be able to be here today, and I thank you

         11  very much.

         12                 I also thank you for being so

         13  persistent in getting this legislation introduced

         14  here today.

         15                 I'd like to recognize Yanculos

         16  Evangelos, who lives in my district. Yanculos was up

         17  there somewhere, I believe worked in the same

         18  building for 25 years as a janitor, the building was

         19  bought and he lost his job immediately without any

         20  notice. I am happy to say that after this

         21  legislation passes that will never happen again in

         22  this City.

         23                 It is immoral and it is bad public

         24  policy, it's bad for the economy, and it was bad

         25  before September 11th, but post-September 11th, when
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          2  people have lost many jobs, and the members of 32BJ

          3  often act as a point of reference. They know who

          4  should be going in the buildings and who should not

          5  be going in the buildings. This is essential. It

          6  gives people who work hard and play by the rules an

          7  opportunity to prove themselves to stay in their

          8  jobs, so I thank you once again for doing this.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council Member.

         11                 Council Member Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

         13  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 And I rise for three reasons today.

         15  One is that we're in the month of July and probably

         16  one of the greatest American heroes that most

         17  Americans don't know about, and too few took the

         18  time to understand Frederick Douglas, and probably

         19  one of the greatest origins of our lifetime was

         20  Frederick Douglas, a man of great character,

         21  distinction, and courage to stand up in a period

         22  when linching and slavery was the order of the day.

         23  But Frederick Douglas with the character in which he

         24  possessed rose above that, and became also an

         25  advocate for the abolition of slavery, but also
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          2  America's Ambassador to Haiti, and truly a sense of

          3  character.

          4                 But one of the things that every 4th

          5  of July I had the opportunity to read Frederick

          6  Douglas letter entitled For What Does The Slave

          7  Means the 4th of July (sic). And one of the things

          8  when you talk about that period in the 4th of July

          9  and the independence, I urge every American who

         10  believes in independence to read Frederick Douglas'

         11  letter, and a tremendous amount of that is apropos

         12  to how we live and we will understand each and every

         13  one of us every day.

         14                 So, I would urge my colleagues to

         15  Frederick Douglas, who lived in this state as well,

         16  and also his great grandson who will be here in New

         17  York. And, so, I would hope that everyone would sign

         18  on this resolution.

         19                 And I might add that if we're talking

         20  about -- just one minute, another resolution -- in

         21  reference to the student bill of rights, and with

         22  the change of governance it is important that every

         23  student and parent understand their rights that the

         24  regents have provided them with the opportunity to

         25  understand their responsibility and the
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          2  responsibility of the educational system to them.

          3                 So, I would urge everyone to look at

          4  resolution 389 and 390 and also if they could join

          5  in supporting Resolution 391. And I also stand here

          6  in support of the displaced workers, along with Mike

          7  Fishman, who have done a tremendous job at 32BJ and

          8  all of those Bronx residents.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: And pardon

         11  my lengthy, but it's important. Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 Council Member Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         16  Madam Advocate.

         17                 I just want to address three items

         18  briefly.

         19                 First of all, in my district of Lower

         20  Manhattan, and I think throughout the City on 9/11,

         21  the building service employees ranked among the

         22  heroes of our City of that day, and in fact they are

         23  the heroes day in and day out for so many of us turn

         24  to them for our security and our well-being in the

         25  precious, in the most precious spots on our earth,
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          2  the places where we live. So in the aftermath of

          3  that horrible incident, and with the downturn in our

          4  economy, and with the upturn hopefully in our

          5  humanity, I am happy to join my colleague in support

          6  of resolution, of Introduction 239, the Displaced

          7  Service Employees Act.

          8                 And I congratulate all of you for

          9  your leadership in bringing this to the Council, but

         10  more importantly for the work that you do for our

         11  City day in day out. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam

         14  Advocate, I just also want to, in the absence of

         15  Council Member Quinn, who we wish a speedy recovery,

         16  I want to call the attention of my colleagues to

         17  Resolution 387, the Dignity For All Students Act.

         18                 We all know that too many students,

         19  and especially for students who are or are perceived

         20  as members of the LBGT community, a right of passage

         21  of growing up is verbal and physical harassment. It

         22  is incumbent on us as leaders of the City to do

         23  everything possible to end that as a right of

         24  passage and support for this resolution will be a

         25  major step in that direction.
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          2                 And, finally, Madam Advocate, I want

          3  to remind and invite all of my colleagues, tomorrow

          4  at 1:00 there is a luncheon at the 16th floor

          5  conference room at 250 Broadway, sponsored by the

          6  Federation for Ethics and Meaning, a very important

          7  think tank in our City and our society. It will be

          8  very interesting and lunch will be free. I urge all

          9  colleagues to join us or send a representative and

         10  notice has been sent to everyone's office.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 Council Member Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I'd like to just call my colleagues

         18  attention to Resolution 384. I think many of us

         19  regret that as a budget necessity we had to suspend

         20  recycling of plastic and glass, and as I mentioned

         21  during the debate on the budget, that makes it even

         22  more important, that we have the operation of the

         23  Bottle Bill, which is a nickel deposit of course on

         24  all beer and soda containers right now, extend to

         25  other containers, so that they don't get put into
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          2  the waste stream but in fact get recycled. And if

          3  they come within the gambit of the State Bottle

          4  Return Law, they would not be put into the waste

          5  stream, they would go back to stores. There have

          6  been several bills introduced in Albany. A simple

          7  bill that simply extends the Bottle Bill to water,

          8  juice and iced tea, and another bill that provides

          9  that nickel deposits that are not returned to the

         10  consumer be turned over to municipalities to help

         11  with municipal recycling and solid waste.

         12                 This resolution calls on Albany to

         13  pass both bills. The simple extension of the Bottle

         14  Bill to water, juice, and iced tea, and the broader

         15  bill, which deals with the unredeemed, a number of

         16  people have come up to me to be co-sponsors, I think

         17  that if we can show broad sponsorship in the house

         18  it will be helpful, to push this along in Albany. I

         19  think there's increasing interest in it. The bills

         20  actually were drafted by the Attorney General, and I

         21  hope that you will support this. I believe we're

         22  going to have a hearing on this resolution in the

         23  near future. I appreciate the chair of the Solid

         24  Waste Committee is a co-sponsor with me and I urge

         25  384 to be supported by all.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council member.

          5                 Council Member Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

          7  Public Advocate.

          8                 Except for matters of conscience and

          9  principle, I would never be in opposition to the

         10  will, expressed will of the people, which would

         11  explain my support for Intro. 238. I think it's a

         12  clarification of what was intended when term limits

         13  was put to the people, and, so, for that reason I

         14  support it.

         15                 I have always been opposed to term

         16  limits as a form, nonetheless the people support it

         17  and I support it. But I do support bringing fairness

         18  and equity to that system, so that all members would

         19  be treated the same and have the same length of time

         20  in office.

         21                 Likewise, I support Intro. 239, full

         22  support of 32BJ and providing protection for our

         23  displaced workers. I have very, very strong support

         24  for Reso 390, honoring Frederick Douglas for the

         25  month of July. He has always been a guide for me. As
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          2  he stated, "Power concedes nothing without a demand.

          3  It never did and it never will." It's good to keep

          4  that in mind, and I always do.

          5                 Finally, I'd like to express

          6  opposition to, I guess it's Reso 383. I do not think

          7  that it is in the best interest of the children of

          8  New York City's school system to have money siphoned

          9  off into special situations, be it parochial or

         10  private. I think we need systemic change, we need to

         11  provide additional resources to strengthen the

         12  public school system where most of our children are,

         13  disproportionately African-American and Latino, and

         14  so there's an argument and we can debate it, but I

         15  think the value is to provide the best system

         16  possible for most of the children not to create

         17  small situations which benefit a few. Let's vote for

         18  the majority in this case, not for the minority.

         19                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council member.

         22                 Council Member Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         24  Public Advocate.

         25                 I rise today in a much more jovial
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          2  mood and with a much lighter tone than the last

          3  Stated Council Meeting's general discussion. So,

          4  with my tongue squarely in my cheek, let me just say

          5  this: Dennis P. Gallagher, Martin J. Golden, Andrew

          6  J. Lanza, James S. Oddo, the four Republican members

          7  of the City Council, each of whom charming in his

          8  own way. And I would hope that wonderful

          9  publications like the New York Daily News, New York

         10  Post, Newsday, which spent some time with the four

         11  charming Republican members, and perhaps we'll get

         12  some equal time.

         13                 With tongue also squarely in cheek, I

         14  say that at the Council outing there will be tryouts

         15  for a softball team, we will be playing the police

         16  officers and anyone interested in playing with us, I

         17  would ask that you come down. And on a bit more

         18  serious note, I ask all of you, staff and members,

         19  take the time out from your busy schedules, you

         20  deserve a day, come to the Council outing. It's not

         21  about playing softball or eating hamburgers, it's

         22  about us spending time with each other in a

         23  different setting where we get to know each other a

         24  little better, and who knows, perhaps we'll become

         25  better colleagues, better friends, as a result and
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          2  maybe better City Council as a result. So, I'm glad

          3  that today has a little bit of a different tone than

          4  last time.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council member.

          8                 Council Member Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, without

         10  being redundant, I also want to rise in support of

         11  32BJ and Intro. 239. And I've joined as a co-sponsor

         12  of the bill, even though it's not listed on the

         13  agenda today.

         14                 I also want to rise and urge the

         15  Mayor to personally get involved in the current

         16  negotiations with TWU involving the Transit strike

         17  of the private bus companies in Queens County. Over

         18  100,000 residents of Queens County are directly

         19  affected. We're now over three weeks into the

         20  strike. My understanding is that Jim Hanley is

         21  talking to Roger Toussant and the members of the

         22  union, and I'm optimistic that something will come

         23  of it, but I'd like to see the Mayor get personally

         24  involved and the Queens Delegation is going to be

         25  meeting immediately after this meeting, and I think
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          2  we're all going to urge the Mayor to collectively to

          3  personally get involved, as well as the Speaker is

          4  also taking that position.

          5                 So, I think it's very important that

          6  the Mayor personally be involved and not look at

          7  this as a private dispute involving private

          8  companies, because there are over 100,000 residents

          9  of Queens County directly affected, and we can't

         10  hide behind private franchises.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council Member.

         14                 Council Member Jennings, where are

         15  you?

         16                 Council Member Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I guess I speak on a point of

         20  personal privilege. I happened to be out of the room

         21  when my colleague Council Member Barron spoke, and

         22  apparently he's appointed me head of his Mayoral

         23  campaign in terms of getting some sort of a specific

         24  vote out for him.

         25                 Due to huge, huge, overwhelming
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          2  philosophical differences, I respectfully decline

          3  the position. But I know he was only kidding.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council Member.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: But I'm not,

          7  right?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Fidler.

         10                 Move along.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I'm always

         12  hesitant to extend this part of the meeting, Madam

         13  Public Advocate, but especially since we've gotten

         14  down to such serious political issues. However, I

         15  thought one of my colleagues might have brought this

         16  up previously and when didn't, I just felt I

         17  couldn't control myself.

         18                 Yesterday many of us spent a great

         19  portion of the day discussing Resolution 7-A, which

         20  calls upon, calls upon the government, United States

         21  government to call upon the United Nations to expel

         22  the PLO from the City of New York, and four other

         23  related resolutions on the Middle East.

         24                 First, I want to thank the Speaker

         25  for allowing those resolutions to move forward, and
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          2  we would be extraordinarily remiss if we didn't

          3  thank Chairman Serrano for this handling of

          4  yesterday's discussion and debate which had all the

          5  potential of turning into a real frackis. He did it

          6  with a great deal of grace and dignity and allowed

          7  all points of view to be fully aired. So, I don't

          8  know if he's still here, but the record should

          9  reflect that.

         10                 And having said that, and having gone

         11  through the hard part of having aired these very

         12  divergent views, I hope that we will now move to a

         13  vote on some or all of these resolutions, because so

         14  long as we are going to be in the business of

         15  passing resolutions on issues that are not directly

         16  within the jurisdictional domain of the City

         17  Council, this is one that we ought to speak on, and

         18  if we're going to do those kind of things, I think

         19  it's imperative that we not only hold the earring,

         20  but we hold the vote so that our support and

         21  solidarity for the peace process and for the people

         22  in Israel is heard as far in the world as the voice

         23  of the City Council can be heard.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 Council Member Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Oh, thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I just wanted to say that today we

          7  said the Pledge of Allegiance in this Chamber and it

          8  was, I think very long overdue, but it's only

          9  fitting that what should follow after the Pledge of

         10  Allegiance and our feelings about that, that we

         11  support Intro. 239. It's a responsibility of

         12  government to take the word displacement and

         13  displaced out of our language when it comes to the

         14  security of jobs and the well-being of families, so

         15  I would urge all of us to support this because it is

         16  basically I believe our responsibility to do so.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         19  Council Member.

         20                 Council Member Comrie, would you like

         21  to --

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes. Thank

         23  you, Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 I just wanted to congratulate Council

         25  Member Seabrook for the resolution regarding
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          2  Frederick Douglas and Council Member Weprin

          3  regarding the introduction, regarding the

          4  destruction of trees due to persons with short-term

          5  interest, posting flyers, using metal materials that

          6  will eventually kill the trees. And also Council

          7  Member Baez for her continued good work, making sure

          8  that the Committee on State and Federal Legislation

          9  is progressive and considers the retirement

         10  opportunities for all members and all workers within

         11  the City. And also I would like to remind the body

         12  that I was an original member of the Resolution for

         13  Displaced Workers, and I'm proud to resign on Intro.

         14  239, Local 32BJ is a very valuable union, I

         15  appreciate their enduring support over the years,

         16  and everything that they are doing to keep this City

         17  whole.

         18                 And I would also like to admonish and

         19  warn our members regarding Resolution 383, and I

         20  would agree with Council Member Vann, I am a child

         21  of immigrant parents. My parents did not understand

         22  the education system, other than they wanted to

         23  ensure that their child, whatever school they sent

         24  them to, would educate their child with every

         25  resource possible.
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          2                 We cannot afford a two-tier system

          3  with persons who have knowledge and persons who have

          4  not on where they send their children.

          5                 This entire system must be equalized,

          6  and I would hope that the Mayor's Office in their

          7  deliberations and their discussions to create an

          8  educational system will not get caught up in

          9  short-sighted solutions and short-sighted terms.

         10                 It's been proven in other states, in

         11  other municipalities that persons that use vouchers

         12  do not get the full benefits, they are not able to

         13  put in the supplemental activities for their

         14  children, and those schools wind up doing as the

         15  same or worse over the long period of time.

         16                 We cannot fall into those same

         17  short-term solutions and short-term traps that will

         18  hurt the majority of our children.

         19                 We must be able to educate all of our

         20  children within the City and not just a few.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council Member.

         24                 Council Member Jennings, is he back

         25  in the room?
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          2                 Well, I guess not. The meeting is

          3  adjourned.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 4:00 p.m.)
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