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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: There are police

          3  officers here for us to recognize their

          4  extraordinary heroism.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Speaker. I'm very pleased and honored to be here

          7  this afternoon honoring two members of not only New

          8  York's finest, but two great New York heroes.

          9  Captain Doug Rolston and Detective Glen Yule.

         10                 These gentlemen, Detective Yule and

         11  Captain Rolston, are not only crime fighters but

         12  they are tremendously involved in the community.

         13  They are just about everywhere always, and I think

         14  they've cloned themselves to be at every single

         15  community meeting in Woodside, Sunnyside, Long

         16  Island City and Astoria just about every single

         17  night.

         18                 This past April, on their way to

         19  being the guest speakers at the Sunnyside Chamber of

         20  Commerce, a call came over their radio, and a call

         21  was that there was a bank robbery in progress, and

         22  the gentleman had a gun. They, while driving to the

         23  Sunnyside Chamber of Commerce saw someone who fit

         24  the description, jumped out of their cars, not

         25  wearing bulletproof vests, because they weren't on
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          2  that patrol, they were going to give a speech, and

          3  apprehended the bank robber.

          4                 This bank robber had three priors,

          5  had robbed three banks previously, and had a note in

          6  his pocket on his way to rob a fifth bank, after

          7  robbing the fourth, it was a daily double for this

          8  guy, and they prevented this, saved who knows how

          9  many injuries and lives and really did an incredible

         10  job and showed remarkable heroism and really are

         11  great examples for all of us and all of our

         12  children.

         13                 So, I'd like to present on behalf of

         14  the City Council, this Proclamation.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         16  read the proclamation, that would be great.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         18  of New York, Proclamation.

         19                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is proud and pleased to honor Captain

         21  Douglas Rolston and Detective Glen Yule, whose

         22  achievements and contributions to the life and the

         23  community and the City of New York has been

         24  particularly distinguished; and

         25                 Whereas: Captain Rolston and
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          2  Detective Glen Yule, both from the 108th Precinct,

          3  are two outstanding police officers. Captain Rolston

          4  is the commanding officer for 108th Precinct, has a

          5  distinguished 16-year career with the New York City

          6  Police Department, during which time he has been

          7  awarded the medal for Excellence in Police Duty; and

          8                 Whereas: Detective Yule, the

          9  Community Affairs Officer, has been with the force

         10  for ten years, and is beloved throughout western

         11  Queens as a familiar face of the 108th Precinct. He

         12  has received numerous letters of commendation during

         13  his tenure with the New York City Police Department;

         14  and

         15                 Whereas: Both were en route to a

         16  luncheon of a Sunnyside Chamber of Commerce, where

         17  they observed a bank robber fleeing the Dime Savings

         18  Bank in Queens Boulevard in Sunnyside. A description

         19  of the theft came over the police radio at the same

         20  time. The perpetrator was presumed to be armed,

         21  nevertheless, both persons pursue him.

         22                 After several blocks, the bank robber

         23  was caught red-handed with money falling out of his

         24  clothes as he was handcuffed.

         25                 As it was later discovered, the
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          2  perpetrator was wanted by the FBI for two prior bank

          3  robberies; therefore,

          4                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          5  City of New York honors Captain Douglas Rolston and

          6  Detective Glen Yule for their heroism.

          7                 Signed this 5th day of June in the

          8  year Two Thousand and Two, Speaker Gifford Miller

          9  for the Entire Council; the Honorable Eric N. Gioia,

         10  Council Member 26th District, Queens.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Gentlemen, we're very

         12  pleased to have you here with us, and we'd love it

         13  if you'd say a few words.

         14                 CAPTAIN ROLSTON: I would just like to

         15  thank the Speaker and Councilman Gioia for noticing

         16  the work that the police officers in the City do. We

         17  were very fortunate, there are other police sources

         18  involved in this incident that went to the scene,

         19  did what they had to do to give us the information

         20  and we were able to make the arrest.

         21                 This is nothing more or nothing less

         22  than any police officer does on a daily basis.

         23                 And on a personal note, I'd like to

         24  thank my family, especially my wife, Maryanne, for

         25  all the support that she's given me throughout the
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          2  years.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 DETECTIVE YULE: I would also like to

          5  thank the Council, Eric Gioia, and the Speaker, for

          6  this opportunity and for this recognition.

          7                 I thank my daughter, and my wife, my

          8  family, for the many hours that we have put in and

          9  just remember everybody from 9/11. Thank you.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Gentlemen, thank you

         11  very much.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: We will now

         13  call the vote for the recessed meeting of May 21st,

         14  2002.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Presente'.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Presente'.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: El presente'.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Presente'.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: (In Spanish).

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: (In

         15  Spanish.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Can they

         18  translate what they're saying? Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: (In Spanish).

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Presente'.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Present.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         24  quorum for the Recessed Meeting of May 21, 2002,

         25  held on June 5th, 2002. Now we're adjourning the
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          2  meeting. Now we're opening the new meeting, the

          3  Stated Meeting June 5th, 2002. Roll call.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Still here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here before

         12  and here now.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Presente'.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Presente'.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: El presente'.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: I like here

         25  better.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Sleeping.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: It will

          6  be awhile before you guys get rid of me.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I can't take

          9  all these jokes. Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Presente'.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Here.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Could we

         15  have the invocation, please, by Father James P.

         16  Hayes.

         17                 Please stand.

         18                 FATHER HAYES: God, our Creator, we

         19  gather here this day in this historic Chamber.

         20                 As elected members of this City

         21  Council, we work in harmony, unity and peace, for

         22  the good of all who live and work in this great

         23  City. Strengthen us with wisdom and inner vision. We

         24  gather today in the spirit of unity, to dialogue,

         25  discuss and vote on proposals and issues that will
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          2  enhance the true quality of life for all.

          3                 We ask that our gathering also be

          4  tempered with a great inner wisdom, a wisdom that

          5  will enable us to see in a clearer manner.

          6                 As City Council members, stewards of

          7  the City, we need to create new paths, to discern

          8  new directions, to plan and rebuild this great City

          9  of ours, rebuild in the aftermath of that horror

         10  that was and is still September 11th.

         11                 We gather here also in the spirit of

         12  gratitude, of gratitude for all the gifts and

         13  talents that you have bestowed on each and every one

         14  here this day. Let our gratitude also be tempered by

         15  a spirit of compassion so that we, as the guardians

         16  of this City, may reach out to all in need.

         17                 We also gather in the spirit of

         18  courage, as we, the stewards of this City, vote and

         19  discuss, we ask for guidance in all of our

         20  deliberations that are decisions be of benefit to

         21  all in this City. Let that same courage guide all of

         22  our decisions, mindful always that justice and peace

         23  act as our inner guide.

         24                 Finally, we gather in a spirit of

         25  mourning. The last beam has been removed from Ground
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          2  Zero, the recovery process has ended, and now the

          3  rebuilding must move forward.

          4                 Our City, our City is coming back,

          5  yet our people are still healing. Let us offer a

          6  silent prayer that all who have been affected

          7  continue to journey through their time of grieving.

          8                 God, our Creator, give us all inner

          9  strength, guide us by inner wisdom and let the

         10  spirit of unity, gratitude and courage be with us

         11  this day, and let us respond in one voice and speak

         12  as servants, guardians and stewards of this great

         13  City by saying amen.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I make a

         17  motion to spread the invocation in full upon the

         18  record.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 Adoption of the minutes.

         21                 Council Member Martinez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Motion of

         23  the minutes of the Stated Meeting of April 10th,

         24  2002, be adopted.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 177,

          4  communication from the Mayor, submitting the name of

          5  Joel A. Miele, Sr., Standard and Appeals.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

          7  Elections.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 178, Richard

          9  W. Eaddy, City Planning Commission.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         11  Elections.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 179. Debt and

         13  reserve.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 180, laws

         16  enforced by the Department of Consumer Affairs.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal

         18  Legislation.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 181. Tax

         20  revenue and tax credits.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal

         22  Legislation.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 182, photo

         24  monitoring devices.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal
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          2  Legislation.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          4  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: M 183, communication

          6  from the Public Advocate. Submitting the name of

          7  Karen Phillips, City Planning Commission.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

          9  Elections.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 184,

         11  communication from the New York City Banking

         12  Commission.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 185,

         15  communication from the City Banking Commission. Tax

         16  rates for non-payment of real estate taxes.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 186, interest

         19  rates for non-payment of tax on real property.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 187, for

         22  non-payment of water rent.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 188 through

         25  191 on this page, and 192 through 199 on the next
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          2  page; M 200 through 206, various applications for

          3  base stations.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the

          5  Committee on Transportation.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          7  and Communications.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         10  Call-Ups.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 207, by

         12  Council Member Lanza.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

         14  vote.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 208, by

         16  Council Member Lanza.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a call-up

         18  vote.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 209, by

         20  Council Member Lanza.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a call-up

         22  vote.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 210, by

         24  Council Member McMahon.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Coupled on a
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          2  call-up vote.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I would

          4  ask the clerk to call the roll on the call-up vote,

          5  and note that our colleague, Council Member Davis,

          6  is involved in legal proceedings that requires him

          7  to be away as soon as possible, so we'll ask

          8  unanimous consent to be able to record it on the

          9  subject of the general order.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I'd like to

         12  vote aye on all Land Use call-ups, and ask for

         13  unanimous consent to vote aye on all coupled Land

         14  Use call-ups, general orders.

         15                 Thank you so very much. I am standing

         16  closely with my Speaker and I'm standing closely

         17  with the City Council during this time of budget

         18  negotiations and I just want to make that very clear

         19  that you have my full support and I am on board and

         20  we will send a message on behalf of all institutions

         21  that there will be a fair budget at the end of the

         22  process. Thank you for excusing me, Speaker, and

         23  thank you for excusing me now, Public Advocate, City

         24  Council.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         21  all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  (In

         10  Spanish.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The vote is

         18  48 in the affirmative, none in the negative.

         19                 Communication from the Speaker.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: I don't have a long

         21  communication, other than to remind my colleagues

         22  that this is the budget season, we are engaged in an

         23  effort to negotiate a budget with the Administration

         24  actively, discussions are ongoing and I ask for my

         25  colleagues' patience and understanding that at the
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          2  end of this meeting we will be recessing this

          3  meeting in order to be able to bring it back in at

          4  any point that is necessary in order to deal with

          5  whatever budgetary issues that need to be dealt

          6  with. And as a result of our not having a budget

          7  today, we have a piece of legislation today that

          8  will extend that deadline, and I wanted to ask the

          9  Chair of the Finance Committee, Council Member

         10  Weprin, to say a few words on that subject.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I'd just like

         12  to say that by extending the budget deadline one

         13  week from June 5th to June 12th shows a good faith

         14  effort on the part of the Administration and the

         15  City Council to negotiate a budget that will better

         16  reflect the needs and values of all New Yorkers and

         17  we're optimistic that we will head towards this new

         18  goal with this new deadline of June 12th to adopt

         19  the negotiated budget.

         20                 Thank you. That's it.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: That's it?

         22                 Discussion of General Orders.

         23                 Report of Standing Committees --

         24  Special Committees, sorry.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

          3  Standing Committees.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Report of the

          5  Committee on Contracts.

          6                 Intro. 111-A, public hearing on

          7  contract awards.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          9  on general order.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 112-A.

         11  Small purchases reporting requirements.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         13  on general order.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 142.

         15  Amending the Procurement Policy Board to raise small

         16  purchase limits.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports on

         20  the Committee of Finance.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         22  Intro. 222, extending the budget adoption dates.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         24  order with a message of necessity.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered
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          2  LU 189 and companion Reso 320. Site amendment,

          3  Brooklyn.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          5  order.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Higher Education.

          8                 Resolution 67. Rate of tuitions.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         10  order.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         12  Committee on Land Use.

         13                 LU 90 and companion 321, application

         14  number 20025208 HAM, Manhattan.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         16  order.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 117 and

         18  companion Reso 322. Application number 20025280 HAX,

         19  Bronx.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         21  order.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 166 and

         23  companion Reso 323. Application number 880816A ZMX.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         25  order.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 179 and

          3  companion Reso 324, application number 20025382 HAQ,

          4  Queens.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          6  order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 185 and

          8  companion Reso 325, application number 20025400 HAM,

          9  Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         11  order.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 186 and

         13  companion reso 326, application number 020249 ZSQ.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         15  order.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 187,

         17  companion reso 327, application number 020248 ZMQ.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         19  order.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 188 and

         21  companion Reso 328. Application number 020250 ZSQ.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         23  order.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports from

         25  the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.
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          2                 M 74 and companion Reso 329,

          3  approving the appointment of Pamela Sara Brier,

          4  Board of Health.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          6  order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 75 and

          8  companion Reso 330, Beatrix Ann Hamburg, Board of

          9  Health.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         11  order.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 76 and

         13  companion Reso 331. Lynne Doreen Richardson, M.D.,

         14  City Board of Health.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         16  order.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 77 and

         18  companion Reso 332, Angela Diaz, M.D., Board of

         19  Health.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         21  order.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 78 and

         23  companion Reso 333, Susan Klitzman, D.Ph., Board of

         24  Health.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general
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          2  order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports from

          4  the Committee on Transportation.

          5                 Intro. 14-A. Newsracks.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          7  over.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 116-A,

          9  operation of bicycles on sidewalks.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         11  over.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         13  Reso 313. Proposed Intro. 14-A, impact on

         14  environment.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

         16  over.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         18  Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 277.

         20  Temporary sales tax exemption.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 147.

         23  Application number 20025365 HAQ.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 165 and
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          2  companion Reso 334. Application number C 020013 PPX.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          4  order.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          6  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          8  order.

          9                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         10  call the roll on the items coupled on the general

         11  order.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair,

         20  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I rise to ask

         23  my colleagues to first let me have your attention,

         24  please.

         25                 Thank you very much. Quiet, please.
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          2                 I rise to ask you to support Reso 67,

          3  and I want to commend on behalf of the Higher

          4  Education Committee, Council Member Miguel Martinez.

          5  It is a resolution that's calling for the State

          6  education or tuition law to be changed so that

          7  undocumented students can be treated as in-state

          8  students and not out-of-state students and have to

          9  pay double the tuition.

         10                 These students pay taxes, their

         11  families pay taxes and they contribute to this

         12  economy. We think that this federal law is unfair,

         13  and we want them to pay these undocumented students,

         14  contribute to the economy, so we want them to

         15  experience a higher education, so I ask that you

         16  support this resolution so that they could be

         17  treated as in-state students and their high school

         18  diploma or equivalency diploma be sufficient to meet

         19  this federal regulation.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: How do you

         21  vote?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I thank you.

         23                 Oh, aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'd like to

         11  commend the Mayor's Office for their sending five

         12  names to serve under the Board of Health. They are

         13  starting to understand our messages of diversity and

         14  quality, and I want to commend them for the five

         15  excellent candidates that they sent before the

         16  Committee today. And I hope that the Mayor's Office

         17  will in the future continue to send such a wonderful

         18  diverse and excellent set of candidates for the

         19  future boards and commissions that come before us.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: How do you

         22  vote?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Se' in total.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: May I be

                                                            38

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Madam Chair.

          5  I want to say I commend the Finance Committee for

          6  bringing forward Intro. 222. I think it's an act of

          7  good faith o the part of the Council, and I hope it

          8  is responded to by good faith on the part of the

          9  Mayor, and that the Mayor respond to our deep

         10  concerns related particularly to education and

         11  children services and seniors by moving toward us on

         12  the question of the budget.

         13                 But more generally, I think this vote

         14  today points up the need for a profound reform,

         15  which we discussed in the Finance Committee meeting

         16  to stop this game in which this Mayor and every

         17  Mayor previously has used the revenue estimate as a

         18  weapon in the budget process as opposed to using it

         19  to help inform the public of where we stood

         20  financially as a City, and I call upon this Mayor to

         21  please break with the past and present at the

         22  earliest possible moment a fair budget estimate for

         23  all of us as opposed to using it again as a

         24  strategic tool, and I hope he will do that.

         25                 And lastly, I want to commend on a
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          2  different note the Mayor and the Council for moving

          3  forward the nomination of Pam Brier who serves in my

          4  community and lives in my community, and I think

          5  will be a fabulous member of the Board of Health. I

          6  vote aye on all. Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         11  all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all,

         14  and I'd just like to echo my colleague Bill

         15  DeBlasio's comments about the appointment of Pam

         16  Brier, who will serve this City extraordinarily

         17  well.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, can I be excused to explain my vote?

         21                 I'll take that as a yes.

         22                 Council Member Reed has pointed out

         23  that the rules of the Council say that members are

         24  supposed to be seated when they speak, so I'm not

         25  going to rise. I'm always open to being educated by
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          2  Council Member Reed.

          3                 Regarding Intro. 222, as a lawyer I

          4  can't help but understand and appreciate the

          5  importance of a legislative historical record in

          6  interpreting legislation today and in the future,

          7  and I just want to call it to everyone's attention,

          8  call it to the attention of the record, subsection

          9  4, which acknowledges a date specific upon which the

         10  Mayor is to produce a revenue estimate for the

         11  Council, that the Mayor apparently agrees with our

         12  position that there is a date certain, that that

         13  revenue estimate needs to be submitted. And in that

         14  light it is indeed my pleasure to vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Yes, no on

         19  Reso 67 and aye on all coupled general orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: No on

          4  Resolution 67; aye on all others.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         13  I'd like permission to go back and have my vote

         14  recorded aye on the Land Use agenda.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: No on Reso 67;

         19  aye on the rest.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on Reso 67

         22  and yes on all others.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         25  explain my vote, please?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: In regard to

          4  preconsidered Intro. 222, preconsidered -- I'm

          5  sorry, give me one minute here, LU 189. I want to

          6  make two comments.

          7                 In regard to LU 189, I want to call

          8  the attention to my colleagues one more time, as I

          9  did in the Finance Committee, that this is a project

         10  that is put together by the New York Partnership. As

         11  a consistent matter, the New York Partnership

         12  continues to produce housing that is not wheelchair

         13  accessible.

         14                 Public funding is used to produce

         15  this housing. And the partnership is using this

         16  funding utilizing a loophole that allowing to build

         17  this housing in a fashion that is not wheelchair

         18  accessible.

         19                 The Council have a moral

         20  responsibility and ethical responsibility and its

         21  responsibility based on the laws that they surpass

         22  that housing should not be discriminating against

         23  anybody.

         24                 In the case that this kind of housing

         25  that the Partnership produced, by the production of
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          2  the housing being built on three storage, de facto

          3  discrimination occurred against people with

          4  disabilities in wheelchairs. And it's impossible for

          5  them to buy this housing.

          6                 This needs to stop. We need to stop

          7  putting money in this kind of housing, and the law

          8  needs to be fixed, in order not to allow the

          9  partnership to continue to build this kind of

         10  housing.

         11                 I have raised my voice in this

         12  before, I'm raising my voice again, and I hope that

         13  this will be the last time that we have a project

         14  like this in which we approve something that is not

         15  wheelchair accessible when it's new construction.

         16                 In regard to the gifts that we're

         17  making to the Mayor in June in terms of Christmas,

         18  I'm very happy to do that, Chairman Weprin, and I'm

         19  doing it based on your leadership.

         20                 Thank you very much. Yes on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          3  all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: May I be

          6  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Madam

          9  Chair? Thank you.

         10                 I just wanted to thank the Speaker

         11  and also the Chair of the Contracts Committee for

         12  three items having to do with procurement reform.

         13  This City has long suffered from an inefficient

         14  process of procurement, and I am particularly glad

         15  to see that we have acted swiftly to remediate this

         16  situation.

         17                 So, I want to thank the Speaker and

         18  Chairman Robert Jackson. Thank you. I vote aye on

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

         24  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  First I want

          3  to join my colleague Margarita Lopez with regard to

          4  the preconsidered LU 189 and reso 320. I think the

          5  remarks she makes are right on target with regard to

          6  the handicapped, and our responsibility as a City to

          7  them when we are building new housing.

          8                 I also want to take a moment to

          9  commend my colleague Miguel Martinez with regard to

         10  Reso 67, the immigration bill, and the Chairman of

         11  the Higher Education Committee, Charles Barron, for

         12  expeditiously moving this bill forward. It basically

         13  declared that all New Yorkers are the same or equal,

         14  and that just because you're an immigrant, that you

         15  should not be discriminated against when it comes to

         16  tuition.

         17                 I finally want to commend the

         18  Chairman of the Rules Committee for the Health Board

         19  appointments that were recommended to us by the

         20  Mayor. I was very appreciative of those

         21  appointments, particularly as they responded to the

         22  epidemic of rodent infestation and the role that the

         23  Health Department can play in fixing that problem

         24  for us, and their interest in the Select Committee

         25  on Pest Control Report and the solutions represented
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          2  in that report that would inform them with regard to

          3  their duties on that health board. And in that case

          4  I vote se' (in Spanish).

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could

          9  request unanimous consent to vote on the Land Use

         10  call-ups, please?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I vote yes on

         13  all the Land Use call-ups; and yes on all coupled

         14  general orders. Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: May I be excused

         19  to explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I would also

         22  like to extend my appreciation to Council Member

         23  Lopez for bringing this issue of accessibility to

         24  our attention. You know, we put things in place and

         25  then we ignore them. But also, in thinking through
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          2  what she said, the housing partnership prides itself

          3  on presenting what is euphemistically called

          4  affordable housing, and all too often the disabled

          5  community is really left financially strapped

          6  because of their inabilities to find proper

          7  employment, they've already faced other

          8  discrimination, so they are even more profoundly

          9  perhaps than anybody else, in need of affordable

         10  housing.

         11                 So, then if you take that and

         12  correlate it out further, and the affordable

         13  housing, the limit amount that we have you put in

         14  place, and you make it inaccessible, you've now

         15  discriminated at least two, three times.

         16                 So, I don't think that we should

         17  allow Council Member Lopez' remarks to go unattended

         18  to in the future, certainly from the housing

         19  perspective, and when we talk about affordable, we

         20  need to put accessible in the same sentence.

         21                 I vote aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: May I be

         20  excused to explain my vote, Madam Chair?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I just want to

         23  commend our colleague Eva Moskowitz for her terrific

         24  work on the procurement bills that we are voting on

         25  today. Procurement reform is something that isn't
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          2  necessarily the most exciting topic that the City

          3  Council addresses, but it's really as important as

          4  anything we do because every dollar that we're able

          5  to save by eliminating wasteful practices is a

          6  dollar that we can spend on schools and helping

          7  people with AIDS and Meals-On-Wheels and everything

          8  that we're fighting, it's so hard to scrape every

          9  dollar we can together in this budget. So this is a

         10  very important work and she's drawn on the best work

         11  of the civic watchdogs and I just want to commend

         12  her work on it. And I vote aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No on Reso 67

         15  and yes on all others.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye on

         18  all general orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         22  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

         23  vote of 51 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         24  zero abstentions, with the exception of Reso 67,

         25  which had 47 in the affirmative, four in the
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          2  negative, zero abstentions.

          3                 Revised Land Use call-up vote,

          4  affirmative 51, negative zero.

          5                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this time I'd ask

          7  that all items be referred to the committees on the

          8  agenda.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, I'd just like to say briefly at this point

         11  that this weekend is an exciting weekend for the

         12  City of New York. We have the Puerto Rican Day

         13  Parade coming up on Sunday and I look forward to

         14  marching with all of my colleagues here that are

         15  going to be there at that great parade, and we also

         16  have a celebration coming up tomorrow, and I wanted

         17  to have Council Member Lopez say a few words on that

         18  subject, if she's ready.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I want to thank

         20  the Speaker for recognizing a very important date

         21  for all of us Puerto Ricans in this City.

         22                 In this Council we are very proud to

         23  have a healthy dedication of Puerto Ricans who serve

         24  their communities, and in top of that we have been

         25  joined by two of our brothers and sisters from the
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          2  same Caribbean sea that are Dominica, and I want to

          3  thank the Speaker for recognizing the importance of

          4  the contribution of the Puerto Rican community into

          5  the City of New York, and I also want to remind

          6  everybody that the Speaker like I and like every

          7  Puerto Rican in here continue to have Vieques,

          8  Puerto Rico being bombarded, and this has to stop.

          9  The Speaker, like the prior Council, has supported

         10  Vieques, Puerto Rico and has supported the stop of

         11  the bombing. It's time to stop, Mr. President, and

         12  it's time to stop the killing of our children.

         13                 I thank Speaker Miller for being

         14  supported of our community and for celebrating our

         15  heritage and the contribution that we make to this

         16  City.

         17                 Tomorrow all of you are invited to

         18  the Puerto Rican activities that the Speaker is

         19  sponsoring in this City, and on Sunday we expect you

         20  to march with us, dancing Salsa, and Meringue. Thank

         21  you very much. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Councilman

         23  Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you. I,

         25  too, would like to thank the Speaker for being
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          2  supportive of Vieques since day one. I remember last

          3  year when my father was arrested, I was with Gifford

          4  and we actually came up with a slogan, the Vieques

          5  4. So, I would like to thank you for your

          6  participation. But also for tomorrow, we are having

          7  an event at 31 Chambers in the Surrogate Court House

          8  for the Puerto Rican Day Parade reception and we

          9  will be honoring Fernando Ferrer, the former Borough

         10  President. We'll also be honoring the Vieques 4,

         11  Congressman Jose Serrano and Congresswoman Lydia

         12  Velasquez.

         13                 So, to my colleagues, I hope you can

         14  join us at 3:00 at 31 Chambers Street at the

         15  Surrogate Court House.

         16                 And also for the Puerto Rican Day

         17  Parade on Sunday, you're also invited to join us in

         18  the festivities, come out, enjoy yourselves, have

         19  fun, dance, listen to the good music, and enjoy the

         20  good food.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Avella.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.

                                                            53

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 I'd like to call my colleague's

          3  attention to Intro. 212, which is basically to

          4  strengthen existing legislation with regard to

          5  weekend construction.

          6                 In 1991 the Council passed

          7  legislation limiting weekend construction in as of

          8  right situations to the homeowner, or somebody the

          9  homeowner has hired. Unfortunately the Department of

         10  Buildings has interpreted that law to mean any

         11  construction for one-, two- and three-family homes,

         12  which has created a significant noise problem in

         13  residential communities. Throughout the City this

         14  Intro. Would strengthen that language, and go back

         15  to the original intent of the legislation, just

         16  allowing the homeowner, or somebody the homeowner

         17  has hired.

         18                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I'd like to draw my colleague's

         24  attention to a few items. One is that tomorrow is D

         25  Day, we don't need to see anything more than we saw
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          2  September 11th to see the importance of our fighting

          3  men and women. We're here in this Chambers, enjoying

          4  ourselves, and doing the people's work, because of

          5  the fighting men and women throughout our centuries,

          6  fighting for the United States of America, and D Day

          7  is an example of these warriors of ours, and we

          8  should all show tribute and pay tribute to them and

          9  remember and sign on to this resolution.

         10                 Two, following in line with that.

         11  There's something you'll see, Reso 315. It's a grant

         12  of tax abatement to disabled veterans. Looked at

         13  over, I'd think you'd want to sign on, they

         14  certainly deserve it, those that live through the

         15  wars that are here with us still, we can help them

         16  in this small measure.

         17                 Now, if you will draw your attention

         18  to also Intro. 216, it's to amend the Charter at a

         19  Veterans Advisory Board. It will open it up to a

         20  bigger and more important board as a tribute to all

         21  of our veterans as well. Look into that, sign onto

         22  that, and something a little bit mundane compared to

         23  working for our veterans and those who have perished

         24  in wars fighting for us, is a reso calling for

         25  Brooklyn insurance car pool, that even safe drivers
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          2  are paying an exorbitant amount of money, and I

          3  imagine this will be spreading to the other boroughs

          4  as well, to help or suage the amount of money that

          5  people have to pay that haven't even had an

          6  accident.

          7                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          8  Thank you, my colleagues.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         12  Madam Advocate. I'd like to rise to join on my

         13  colleagues to join me in commending the hip hop

         14  community for a great, great rally. Yesterday they

         15  got bad press, but they did an excellent job coming

         16  together for education. I particularly want to

         17  commend Russell Simmons, P. Diddy, LL Cool J, JZ,

         18  Alicia Keys. I'd like to condemn them, the Police

         19  Department, for its behavior yesterday during the

         20  termination of the rally, a very popular rap artist

         21  by the name of Y Clef John, was only trying to gain

         22  entrance to speak, and he was arrested which started

         23  all of the confusion.

         24                 The Police Department has to learn

         25  that our children, our youth, they're not animals,
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          2  they don't need to be corraled or pepper sprayed.

          3  And I personally experienced a sergeant approached a

          4  young black teenager who was in the street looking

          5  for her sister, and he didn't know I was behind him,

          6  and he told her get behind that barricade before I

          7  drag your behind through the street and throw you in

          8  the paddy wagon. And I said, sir, you'll do nothing

          9  of the sort, she has a right to be here, and I

         10  helped her find her sister.

         11                 Our Police Department needs to learn

         12  a lesson. Our children are youth, they're not

         13  animals. The relationship has to change and this is

         14  what they experience every day in the neighborhood.

         15                 I don't care what the headlines of

         16  the newspapers said, those youth came to support

         17  education, to support the City Council, to support

         18  their teachers, they even took time off from school

         19  to do that. They did not need to be treated the way

         20  they were treated yesterday, and it was not their

         21  fault, irrespective of what the media might say.

         22                 I thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Koppell.

         25                 Thank you, Councilman.
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          2                 Council Member Koppell?

          3                 Council Member Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 Madam Public Advocate, at this time I

          7  want to draw the attention of my colleagues to

          8  Intro. 213, in an effort to level the playing field

          9  of both drivers and taxicab base owners, I'm

         10  presenting a local law aimed to amend the Charter of

         11  the City of New York to ensure that taxi drivers who

         12  receive a summons by an authorized TLC officer, has

         13  the right to plead guilty or not guilty and to have

         14  the right to a hearing. This provision, Madam Public

         15  Advocate, is not presently in the Charter and does

         16  not exist.

         17                 Currently drivers who are summonsed

         18  have only one alternative, and that is to plead

         19  guilty and pay the fine.

         20                 This is not fair and every New Yorker

         21  should be afforded the opportunity to a hearing and

         22  certainly go right to defend his or herself with

         23  legal representation.

         24                 I ask the support of my colleague on

         25  this intro. Many New Yorkers, as you know, depend on
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          2  this industry to maintain their families, and they

          3  should also have the right to a fair and just

          4  hearing.

          5                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Serrano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I would like to call my colleagues'

         11  attention to Resolution No. 314 by Council Member

         12  Nelson. It's important that we never forget the

         13  courage and sacrifice that our veterans displayed

         14  during World War II. They fought and died fighting

         15  tyranny and racism so that we could live in a free

         16  society. Generations to come should always remember

         17  the courage of this nations heroes, and I thank

         18  Council Member Nelson for bringing this resolution

         19  to the Council.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council member.

         23                 Council Member Baez. Baez. Excuse me,

         24  Maria.

         25                 Council Member Baez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Thank you, Madam

          3  Public Advocate. At the last stated meeting we voted

          4  on the Mayor's Message requesting a home rule that

          5  would provide accidental death benefits to the

          6  domestic partner of one firefighter Michael Gorumba,

          7  who died in the line of duty on August 28, 2001.

          8                 At that time, many of my colleagues,

          9  including Speaker Miller, myself, were very upset

         10  that we would be asked to provide these benefits to

         11  one domestic partner when the pension laws currently

         12  exclude all other domestic partners from accidental

         13  death benefits.

         14                 I promised that I would draft

         15  legislation to be introduced in Albany to remedy

         16  this inequity. Today I am pleased to be distributing

         17  a letter from the Speaker and myself, as well as a

         18  draft of the proposed State legislation that would

         19  amend the laws of the City's five pension system to

         20  provide accidental death benefits to the domestic

         21  partners of City employees who die in the line of

         22  duty.

         23                 This bill would apply to all future

         24  City employees, and to current employees who do not

         25  have dependent children or parents who may be in
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          2  line for the benefits.

          3                 If a current employee did have

          4  dependent children or parents at the time of his or

          5  her death, the domestic partner would receive the

          6  benefits when the children reached the age of

          7  majority or the dependent parent dies.

          8                 More importantly the legislation

          9  would be retroactive to September 10th, so that any

         10  domestic partner of City employees killed on

         11  September 11th would be covered.

         12                 We are expecting to receive comments

         13  on our draft in the next several days from

         14  Corporation Counsel.

         15                 We will distribute a revised draft as

         16  soon as we have one. You all supported the exact

         17  same benefits two weeks ago for the firefighter

         18  killed on August 28th. I ask all of you to support

         19  this legislation as a matter of fairness and

         20  equality.

         21                 I also would like to take the

         22  opportunity to thank Speaker Miller, Council Member

         23  Lopez, and Council Member Quinn for being at the

         24  forefront of such an important issue.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council member.

          4                 Council Member Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 I wanted to take this opportunity to

          8  thank the Speaker, Speaker Miller.

          9                 Speaker Miller, I want to take this

         10  opportunity to thank you for the appointment to the

         11  Landmarks. As the Chair of the Landmarks

         12  Subcommittee, I had the distinct pleasure this

         13  morning to be together with the Mayor's wonderful

         14  appointment to the Landmark Preservation Commission,

         15  Chair Sherida Paulton, and the first landmark to be

         16  done in my district, the 44th Councilmanic District,

         17  was the Moggen David Synagogue that was home in the

         18  early 1920s to Syrian Jews. So, it was really,

         19  truthfully, when you gave me landmarks, I didn't

         20  understand why, but I am really honored and it's

         21  been a pleasure, and I found out on the way to the

         22  synagogue I realized that my father, who God

         23  willing, will be 90 in the near future, 65 years ago

         24  was an assistant to the Rabbi in that particular

         25  synagogue for a year and a half, so had special
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          2  meaning to me. So, I want to thank you for the

          3  appointment and thank you for the privilege of being

          4  able to landmark that particular place, which is so

          5  special to the community and now, of course, I find

          6  that special to my family personally.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 Every hundred years or so, a patriot

         13  said, the tree of liberty needs to be warded with

         14  the blood of patriots. On September the 11th, we

         15  have found such an occasion.

         16                 In the spirit of Chrispis Attics,

         17  Samuel Adams and Tom Payne, I'm introducing this

         18  resolution that I call upon my colleagues to let fly

         19  through our Committee.

         20                 We need to understand that we have a

         21  solemn occasion where we can make bad and turn it

         22  into good.

         23                 I am honored that Morgan Filme, and

         24  Ralph I.L. Sugarman from the Queens Chronicle were

         25  kind enough to bring the idea of this resolution
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          2  forward. And I'm also honored that Patricia Reilly

          3  of the Coalition of 9/11 families was able to get

          4  all of the survivors to agree to this.

          5                 We need to plant trees to commemorate

          6  the situation of 9/11 in every district of our City.

          7  Not just in our City, we need to have this go

          8  nationwide, and indeed 9/11 was an attack on the

          9  world and therefore it needs to go worldwide.

         10                 This is indeed an imperfect

         11  democracy, a democracy that is still being worked

         12  on, and we need to work on it, but it is a

         13  democracy, which means we have a chance and an

         14  opportunity here.

         15                 Benjamin Franklin warned us about the

         16  concept, and he said, this will be a democracy if

         17  you can keep it. Now, there are those inside and

         18  outside of this great democracy who will strive to

         19  take it from us, but we need to do something about

         20  it.

         21                 One thing that we can do is to let

         22  thousands of trees bloom. Let the young and the old

         23  alike be sheltered beneath their shade. Let

         24  generations yet unborn mourn those slain on 9/11 and

         25  commit themselves to build the beloved community.
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          2                 So, I call upon my colleagues to join

          3  with me and let this resolution fly through here so

          4  we can begin the process of rebuilding and plant

          5  these trees deep into the soil of the hearts of New

          6  York City.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

         11                 I wanted to urge my colleagues to

         12  take note of resolution 317. It's a resolution

         13  urging the State Legislature and the Governor to

         14  repeal the ERSTAT law, which is a law which limits

         15  New York City's ability to develop rent protection

         16  laws that we think will best protect our citizens.

         17                 It says that New York City basically

         18  cannot have any rent protection laws which are

         19  stronger than those of New York State, which really

         20  ties our hands and our efforts to create and

         21  preserve affordable housing. So, the more City

         22  responses we have of that resolution, the stronger

         23  message it will send to Albany, so I hope people

         24  will sign on.

         25                 Also, I want to thank and applaud
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          2  Chairperson Baez again for her handling of the

          3  hearing which was the day of our last Stated

          4  Meeting, but also for the terrific news about the

          5  legislation that she shared with us today.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          8                 Council Member DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I thank

         10  Council Member Reed for the excellent idea.

         11                 First, I want to thank my colleagues

         12  in the Council for the tremendous support that

         13  you've given to the children of New York City by

         14  being so forceful in supporting the child care

         15  services provided by the Administration for

         16  Children's Services. I think it sent a very powerful

         17  message to the Mayor about how we feel. And I'd

         18  actually like to also thank our brothers and sisters

         19  at the New York Times for a very important editorial

         20  today, which talks about the way we have to move our

         21  City forward on getting individuals from welfare to

         22  work and helping families move out of poverty. And

         23  one of the chief points in the editorial was that

         24  the New York Times commended Mayor Bloomberg for

         25  putting child care front and center in his new
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          2  anti-poverty and welfare to work policies.

          3                 And, so, I would just point out the

          4  obvious. It is fantastic that the Mayor has focused

          5  on child care in his new policy statement, and it's

          6  fantastic that the New York Times is commending him

          7  for supporting child care, but now we have to put

          8  our money where our mouth is and ensure that

          9  resources are available to ACS to keep increasing

         10  the supply of child care for the children of New

         11  York City. Almost 40,000 children on the wait list

         12  as we speak.

         13                 So, let's follow the lead of our

         14  Mayor and let's help him put his words into action

         15  by supporting those resources for ACS.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         18  very much, Council member.

         19                 Council Member Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         21  very much.

         22                 I want to echo the concerns expressed

         23  to my colleague Charles Barron with regard to the

         24  wonderful rally yesterday by the Hip Hop Summit and

         25  in conjunction with the United Federation of
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          2  Teachers. It shows that Hip Hop has come of age,

          3  they have taken some leadership, particularly with

          4  regard to educational matters and have joined us in

          5  our budget negotiations, and it signals to us the

          6  significant role that they will be playing down in

          7  the future with regard to so many other social

          8  justice and social issues that impact their lives

          9  and all of our lives. I can envision the day when we

         10  will see them demonstrating with regard to HIV and

         11  AIDS, an epidemic that impacts them and issues like

         12  affordable housing and other social justice issues

         13  that impact all of our communities.

         14                 So, I want to commend them for their

         15  extraordinary involvement yesterday, they're joining

         16  us in trying to negotiate a budget that protects

         17  their interest and protects the interests of all of

         18  the City.

         19                 I also want to take a moment to join

         20  my colleague Christine Quinn with regard to the

         21  ERSTAT law. This is a very, very important

         22  resolution, a very, very important movement that she

         23  is representing that I think not only empowers us as

         24  a Council but more importantly, protects the

         25  interests of our residents who are struggling with
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          2  the need to have affordable housing and it's one of

          3  the primary issues of concern that we should all be

          4  supporting.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate. Just a few brief points

         10  pertaining to the situation in Lower Manhattan,

         11  which of course affects the entire City.

         12                 First of all, I'd like to call the

         13  attention of my colleagues to Resolution 311,

         14  calling upon the United States Treasury to return

         15  the Custom Service and its 750 employees to Lower

         16  Manhattan, several of my colleagues have asked where

         17  the customs service relocated in the aftermath of

         18  September 11th. Let me make it clear, they had the

         19  audacity of moving and not moving back, moving to

         20  New Jersey. They are not located in any other part

         21  of the City of New York, I would never think of

         22  introducing any resolution that pertains to moving a

         23  service or any facility from one part of our great

         24  City, our unified City to another. We are asking the

         25  Customs House to return downtown from New Jersey,
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          2  and on Tuesday at noon we'll be joined by the union

          3  representing employees on the steps of City Hall for

          4  a press conference and rally to that effect, and I

          5  thank our Speaker for his support of this resolution

          6  of movement and invite all to attend.

          7                 Secondly, I want to thank colleagues

          8  who join me and those who cannot join me but have

          9  supported a request that we have issued just earlier

         10  today, before we had our group photo taken, asking

         11  that a small portion of the federal funds allotted

         12  through the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation

         13  be used for human services for youth, for seniors,

         14  for displaced workers and for needy individuals

         15  facing housing and health problems, we are only

         16  asking for a portion of the federal funds be

         17  assigned to this but if we succeed in that, that

         18  will have a positive impact on our entire City

         19  budget by alleviating a need for City funding for

         20  some of these urgent services.

         21                 So, I thank you. I thank my

         22  colleagues, and I thank you, Madam Chair.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         24                 Council Member Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes, I want to
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          2  take this opportunity to congratulate the Mayor of

          3  the City of New York for requesting Intro. 218, 219,

          4  220 and 221. These pieces of legislation are asking

          5  for increase of taxes on the use of cellular phones,

          6  on the use of the phone 911, and giving an increase

          7  of taxes on cigarettes. And I'm glad that the Mayor

          8  is seeing that increase of taxes as a way to go when

          9  we're trying to resolve the issue of the budgetary

         10  problems that we have.

         11                 The only subpart that I have is that

         12  this increase of taxes are taxes to the working

         13  people. These are not the taxes that we should be

         14  increasing, like the progressive taxation that we

         15  are proposing from the side of the Council, in which

         16  we are proposing taxes that will be spread around

         17  the entire City, and not just targeting the blue

         18  collar workers who smoke a cigarette in the corner.

         19                 Then Mr. Mayor, due to the fact that

         20  I see that you are trying to figure it out, how to

         21  fund a youth program that we desperately need,

         22  perhaps we in the Council need to help you more to

         23  understand that with taxing the working class is not

         24  the way to resolve this but with progressive

         25  taxation in the plan that we have put forward to
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          2  you, we can do it and we can save the youth

          3  programs, the senior centers and in the top of that,

          4  we don't need to charge people in the Park

          5  Department for you to license services that should

          6  be free of charge.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9                 No more members?

         10                 Council Member Reed.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I'm even going

         12  to stand up for this, with all due respect for

         13  Council Member Fidler, and I know the Speaker says

         14  that he would like to adjourn. I just want to

         15  commend our Speaker on his leadership around this

         16  issue. There is much discussion about whether we as

         17  a body understand what our responsibilities are, I

         18  think they've been quite clear, and our voice has

         19  been clear and unfaltering about what is first in

         20  the priorities and how to properly budget the City,

         21  and I want to congratulate our Speaker, I think he's

         22  doing a damn good job.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: There are no

         25  more speakers?

                                                            72

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Mr. Speaker.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just move that we

          4  recess the meeting so that we can bring it back into

          5  a --

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I would

          7  recess, can I call first on the new interns to the

          8  Public Advocate's Office who are up in the balcony

          9  to stand up. Could my friends and colleagues

         10  acknowledge them, please?

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's a lot of

         13  interns.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Well, we

         15  don't have much money, as you all know.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: And let me just

         17  remind my colleagues that we have a budget

         18  negotiating meeting immediately following this

         19  meeting, that we are now going to recess.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We will now

         21  recess the meeting. Thank you.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 3:00 p.m.)
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