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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA:  Recessed

          3  meeting of June 5th, 2002, held on June 21st, 2002,

          4  roll call.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

                                                            5

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Present.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

                                                            8

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          4  present.

          5                 Adoption of the minutes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

          8  Papers from the Mayor.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         11  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         13  219, MN-7.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         16  200, MN-8.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         19  and Communications.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         22  Call-Ups.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         25  Communication from the Speaker.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, this

          3  is a day that we have been working towards for six

          4  months now, and I think that every member of the

          5  Council can be incredibly proud of the effort that

          6  every one of our colleagues has put in.

          7                 Because this has been a team effort

          8  we come to this process by working together, by

          9  staying united, by prioritizing and by getting it

         10  done for our constituents and for our communities.

         11  And the result today, that we vote on today and

         12  we've done over the past several days is a budget

         13  that accomplishes what we set out to do from the

         14  very beginning, and that is to better reflect the

         15  priorities and values of our communities.

         16                 The very strength of our City Council

         17  is that we come together, from communities across

         18  this City, from different constituencies, from

         19  different walks of life, we come together and we

         20  work together to try to find common areas that we

         21  can work on, common issues that affect our

         22  districts, and distinct matters that every one of

         23  our communities care about.

         24                 And when we started this process, we

         25  began by listening. We began by holding hearings, by
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          2  reaching out to the public and to the citizens of

          3  this City and saying to them, you tell us what's

          4  important, and then we drafted a response that set

          5  out our concerns. It said let's put education first.

          6  It said, let's make sure that we deliver certain

          7  government services that are so critical to our

          8  communities that they desperately need it. It said,

          9  let's better reflect our priorities and let's make

         10  sure that we make progress on making sure that

         11  there's balance in the way that we approach our

         12  fiscal crisis as we go forward. And today I think

         13  that every one of us can stand here today and look

         14  at this budget and then vote for it knowing that we

         15  did the job done -- job done, job done well, because

         16  this budget does put education first.

         17                 There was a proposal for about $360

         18  million worth of cuts to education, in the end no

         19  child and no classroom will be impacted by the cut,

         20  the $60 million cut.

         21                 This budget reflects our values, in

         22  terms of supporting the libraries, supporting the

         23  cultural groups, supporting the health programs and

         24  the mental health programs, making sure that seniors

         25  who have given so much to the City get a little bit
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          2  back and are able to live in dignity. And my

          3  colleagues, we also have framed the discussion for

          4  the future. We have made clear that this Council is

          5  prepared to make the tough decisions that we need to

          6  make.

          7                 We have made clear that we are hoping

          8  and committed to continue to work with this Mayor as

          9  we grapple our fiscal crisis going forward. We

         10  understand that there will be differences on

         11  critical issues, but that we're ready to meet

         12  halfway, that we want to make sure that our ideas

         13  are listened to, and we're prepared to listen to

         14  others, and that as long as we move forward in this

         15  same spirit, together, all of us, from each of our

         16  communities, as long as we reach out to the Mayor,

         17  and continue to articulate the issues that we're

         18  concerned about, and that our constituencies are

         19  concerned about, and that we find a way to forge

         20  agreements that reflect those concerns, that we will

         21  prevail, that this City will recover in the way that

         22  it's supposed to recover, by being who we are, by

         23  being New York City, because we don't want to be

         24  like other cities, we want to stay unique, we want

         25  to stay the greatest place to live, to work, to
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          2  raise a family and to grow old. And if we make the

          3  kind of decisions that we make today, tough

          4  decisions, but decisions that reflect our values, if

          5  we make those decisions together, as we go forward

          6  this City truly will have a brighter future than

          7  ever before.

          8                 And, so, I'm proud today, I'm proud

          9  to be a member of the City Council. I'm proud to

         10  serve with each and every one of you. This last six

         11  months has been a tremendous learning curve for me,

         12  I know it's been a tremendous learning curve for

         13  each of you. As a new Council we've accomplished

         14  more than any Council has ever accomplished before.

         15  We have set the agenda, we have framed the debate,

         16  we have delivered for our communities, and today I

         17  think each one of us could be proud to vote for this

         18  budget and signal that this Council will continue to

         19  be involved in ensuring that this City recovers and

         20  becomes stronger than ever.

         21                 Thank you, my colleagues.

         22                 I'd like to extend the courtesy to

         23  the Chair of the Finance Committee to say just a few

         24  words on this subject as well.

         25                 Council Member Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Speaker, Madam Advocate, fellow colleagues.

          4                 Today is historic. We, the new kids

          5  on the block, are no longer neophytes. We have

          6  passed the test and have emerged as responsible and

          7  effective members of the City Council. The past

          8  weeks have been most arduous as we struggled with

          9  providing the people of New York with a workable

         10  budget. Couple this with funding requests with

         11  constituent groups, as well as countless Citywide

         12  organizations, attesting to better the lot of our

         13  citizens, and we were confronted with what appeared

         14  to be a daunting situation.

         15                 Yet, despite these multiple

         16  challenges, we have succeeded. We have produced a

         17  comprehensive and responsible budget for the people

         18  of New York City.

         19                 I want to take this brief moment to

         20  both thank and congratulate Speaker Miller for

         21  providing the leadership and insight in this

         22  difficult process.

         23                 In addition, I want to extend our

         24  deep appreciation to Larian Angelo, Director of the

         25  Finance Unit, and her tireless and highly
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          2  professional staff, for their herculean and

          3  effective efforts in providing the guidance and nuts

          4  and bolts information in developing this budget.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          7  of General Orders.

          8                 Council Member Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         10                 I wanted to say a word about the

         11  recycling bill that we're going to be voting on

         12  shortly.

         13                 As we all know, as part of the budget

         14  agreement we committed to suspend part of the

         15  recycling program, both the glass part and the

         16  plastic part, and we're going to have to vote on

         17  that as a bill here separately from the budget.

         18                 I'm going to be voting for that bill,

         19  but I want to make it clear to all of my colleagues

         20  that I think this is very bad policy. I know that we

         21  are going to adopt this policy as part of our larger

         22  agreement with the Administration on the budget, but

         23  I think it's important that we pause a minute to

         24  understand why it's bad and what it says about the

         25  budget process.
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          2                 There are two parts to the

          3  suspension, we're going to spend the recycling of

          4  glass bottles and also plastic containers.

          5                 Now, glass maybe there's an argument

          6  for suspending, but plastic there really is no

          7  argument for at all. There's no reason to spend

          8  that. That's material that mostly is recycled, and

          9  it does not save the City very much money. The

         10  stated reason for suspending this program is that it

         11  will save us money. We had a hearing before the

         12  Sanitation Committee an hour or so ago at which

         13  someone from the Department of Transportation came.

         14  I asked the question, okay, we're doing this to save

         15  money, if we just suspended glass and didn't suspend

         16  -- we kept recycling plastic, how much would we

         17  save then? In other words, how much do we save by

         18  suspending plastic, and the answer was, we don't

         19  know, we haven't looked at that.

         20                 Now, that tells me that this policy

         21  proposal issue is an extraordinarily serious one, is

         22  one that we are adopting without, a kind of study

         23  without the kind of inquiry and without the kind of

         24  public debate that it deserves.

         25                 And I guess I would say, as I say,
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          2  I'm voting for this as part of our overall

          3  agreement, and I think overall the budget package is

          4  worth voting for, so we should support this, but I

          5  think we should pause now and think about how we're

          6  going to approach the budget next year when the

          7  decisions are going to be even more difficult. And

          8  we've talked a lot among ourselves over the past few

          9  months about the merits of negotiating a budget as

         10  opposed to adopting a budget and through the

         11  ordinary legislative process, and I submit to you

         12  that this recycling is just one example of why we'd

         13  be better off if we adopted a budget on our own.

         14                 And let me say, I believe that our

         15  Speaker and our leadership team did as good a job as

         16  could possibly be done in negotiating this budget. I

         17  believe they got the best possible deal, negotiated

         18  deal they would get with the Administration.

         19                 Having said that --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please sum

         21  up, Mr. Councilman.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Having said

         23  that, I hope that we'll consider over the next few

         24  months, before we start next year's process, whether

         25  the Council would do a better job of making sure
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          2  that the budget we adopt reflects our priorities, if

          3  we simply adopt the budget through the ordinary

          4  legislative process. Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          6  Would you please limit your comments now to two

          7  minutes?

          8                 First, Councilman Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I would like

         10  to add a thought with respect to the recycling

         11  program. Many in this house may know that 20 years

         12  ago I was very proud to be the prime sponsor of the

         13  returnable container law, better known as the

         14  "bottle bill," or the "five cent deposit bill." We

         15  celebrated a 20th anniversary only about a week ago,

         16  and the statistics show that 70 billion, 70 billion

         17  bottles and cans have been picked up and recycled as

         18  a result of the passage by New York State of the

         19  bottle bill 20 years ago. I'm very proud of that.

         20                 I think that the fact that we've

         21  unfortunately suspended recycling gives an

         22  opportunity to expand the bottle bill, which hasn't

         23  been changed in 20 years, except in one minor

         24  respect, and I call upon everyone, particularly the

         25  Albany Legislature, which has to legislate on this
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          2  fact, to expend the bottle bill to include water

          3  bottles, icetea bottles and juice bottles. It will

          4  make the necessity of recycling or pick-ups in the

          5  City less and will keep those bottles and cans off

          6  the streets and put them into the recycling system.

          7                 Now, that doesn't mean that I don't

          8  agree with studying the recycling system in the City

          9  of New York, but the Mayor, in proposing the

         10  suspension of recycling, inexplicably suggested that

         11  the bottle bill should be repealed for New York

         12  City, and what I got up here to say is, that what

         13  should happen is it should be expanded, not

         14  repealed.

         15                 And as I say again, I think it's wise

         16  we're putting a commission into effect, and I hope

         17  that I'll play a role in providing advice and

         18  assistance to that commission, but I think this

         19  gives us an opportunity to do something that

         20  industry has resisted for so many years now, and

         21  that is to expand the scope of the returnable

         22  container law.

         23                 Thank you, Madam Chair, and I

         24  appreciate the opportunity to speak.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Councilman.

          3                 Reverend Diaz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you, Madam

          5  Chairlady. As you know, I am a new-comer. I am a

          6  rookie, what you call a "rookie," and when I came to

          7  this body I was honored by the Speaker of the House

          8  to grant me the chairmanship of the Aging Committee,

          9  and after that we found out that seven senior

         10  centers throughout the City were marked for closing,

         11  and I am amazed and happy and very proud to say that

         12  I found the strongest support for the senior

         13  citizens of this City in the person of the Speaker

         14  of the House, and to each and every one of my

         15  colleagues, 51 City Council members joined together

         16  to support me, to support the Aging Committee. I'm

         17  in debt to all of you fellow Council members, I

         18  appreciate your support. Mr. Speaker, thank you. And

         19  we appreciate also the Mayor because he agreed to

         20  negotiation to keep the centers open.

         21                 So, thank you very much, all of you.

         22  I'm very honored and very proud to work with all of

         23  you. Mr. Speaker, thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 Council Member Jennings.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, fellow Council members, I want to say how

          5  proud I am of this body for the hard work it has

          6  done to help negotiate the budget that we have, but

          7  I would like to see us next year come back here with

          8  some teeth, and have a better stronger position when

          9  negotiating the budget with the Mayor in the future.

         10                 I introduced into the Council earlier

         11  this year three bills into Finance, one is given the

         12  Mayor has explained why he impounds the budget.

         13  That's the first bill. And we just passed that bill

         14  in this body. In the future it would put us in the

         15  better position to negotiate the budget.

         16                 Number two, on overtime. I put a bill

         17  in earlier this year on overtime that if we pass

         18  that bill that the City agencies would explain their

         19  overtime. That would make sure that monies that even

         20  out this year in overtime by the agencies, so

         21  they'll come and tell us next year we don't have any

         22  money to spend in our districts.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  member, it's come to my attention that you're out of

         25  order, you're not speaking on an item that's on the
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          2  agenda today.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I'm talking

          4  about the budget, Ma'am. This is all budget-related.

          5                 So, I would hope that this body will

          6  pass those bills through Finance, the next year that

          7  we'll be able to get more than we got this year.

          8                 But I'm very happy for what we got,

          9  and I'm sure we've all done a great job, but next

         10  year we need to have more teeth.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Oh, the

         14  third bill is appropriations, that the Mayor cannot

         15  spend more money and have to explain any

         16  appropriations that he goes over that we allow him

         17  to spend. We are the Council, we are the body that

         18  is regulated by the Charter of the City of New York

         19  that pass the budget, and we're the part that

         20  creates the documents of the budget.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: My comment is

         25  on the budget. If it's not in order I can say it
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          2  after we work through.

          3                 PARTICIPANT: Say it when you vote.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Say it when I

          5  vote, okay. I will do that. So, I pass until I vote.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council member.

          8                 Report of Special Committees.

          9                 Sorry, Report of Special Committees.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         12  Standing Committees.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Finance.

         15                 Intro. 218-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         17  on the general order with a message of necessity.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 219-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         20  on general order with a message of necessity.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 220-A.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         23  on general order with a message of necessity.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 221.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 230-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          4  on general order with a message of necessity.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          6  Intro. 233.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          8   -- oh, I'm sorry, just coupled. We didn't amend

          9  this one, we just did this one straight out. Coupled

         10  on the general order with a message of necessity.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  Reso 348.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  general order.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         16  Reso 349.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 37, 38, 39

         20  and 40.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 41, 42 and

         23  43.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 63 and
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          2  companion Reso 350 and 351.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  general order.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 64 and

          6  companion Reso 352 and 353.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          8  order.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 65 and

         10  companion Reso 354.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  general order.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 66, 67, 68,

         14  69 and 70.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 179 and

         17  companion Reso 355.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  general order.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 84 and

         21  companion Reso 39.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: I think it's actually

         23  184.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: 184, excuse me.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general
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          2  order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Excuse me.

          4                 M 185 and companion Reso 340.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          6  order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 186 and

          8  companion Reso 341.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  general order.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 187 and

         12  companion Reso 342.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  general order.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         16  219 and companion Reso 356.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  general order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         20  220 and companion Reso 357.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  general order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         24  221 and companion Reso 358.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  general order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          4  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

          5                 Intro. 201-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          7  on general order with a message of necessity.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          9  Reso 347.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         11  order.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         13  Order Calendar.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have a

         15  supplemental report of the Committee on Health.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, sorry.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Supplemental

         18  report on Committee on Health. Separate slip sheet.

         19                 Preconsidered Intro. 234.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         21  order with a message of necessity.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         23  Order Calendar.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: None. There's nothing

         25  else on the General Order Calendar, right?
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: No.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I would

          4  ask that the clerk call the roll on all items

          5  coupled on the General Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  Thank you.

         11                 I would just like to take this brief

         12  moment to commend the Speaker, the entire Council

         13  body here, Council staff, the Mayor and the

         14  Administration, for given what we were working with

         15  to put out a budget that will work for the best City

         16  in the world. So, again, to all, congratulations on

         17  a job well done. And aye to all.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         19  Council member.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam

                                                            29

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Don't start

          5  the clock yet.

          6                 Start the clock over. Madam Public

          7  Advocate, I'd just like to rise to say that I think

          8  this City Council saved this City from further

          9  bleeding, had it not been for the work that we did.

         10                 We had to deal with a budget that

         11  took out 300 million, we got that back for

         12  education.

         13                 We had to deal with a budget that

         14  took 12.8 from our CUNY students, we got 10 million

         15  of that put back in.

         16                 I have to say that this Mayor, had he

         17  joined us in a tax package that would have been more

         18  progressive, even though it was an election year for

         19  his partner Pataki in Albany, if he didn't

         20  prioritize the election over the people of New York,

         21  we could have saved more programs from bleeding by

         22  having a personal income tax, an absentee landlord

         23  tax, and it's time for us to get back our commuter

         24  tax to save our people and not worry about election.

         25                 So, I'm hoping that we can still
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          2  fight for those revenue increases, and perhaps it

          3  will happen after November, so politicians can have

          4  a safe haven election and then the people can maybe

          5  be revised after November.

          6                 But to this City Council, I'm glad we

          7  were on the side of the people, and although the

          8  media may be giving the Mayor a lot of credit, it is

          9  this City Council that restored $475 million worth

         10  of cuts back. So, thank you for being a part of this

         11  Council, and let's keep on struggling.

         12                 Thank you, Madam Advocate.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council member.

         15                 He kept it down.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: How do you vote,

         17  Council member? How do you vote?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote aye on

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: May I be

         22  excused to explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: The events of

         25  9/11 created not an emotional and psychological, but
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          2  financial problems. Many financial experts concluded

          3  that the economy began to slow down even before

          4  9/11; however, the events created a $5 billion

          5  deficit. Deficit in the State which affected State

          6  aid, and City forced us to make difficult decisions

          7  in the budget, in which to close the gap; decisions

          8  in the area providing less money for social programs

          9  that are vital to our City's core; decisions in the

         10  area for providing less money that would avail us

         11  more summer jobs for our young people; decision in

         12  the area providing less money for child care;

         13  decisions in the area for providing less money for

         14  higher ed. My colleagues, with a $5 billion deficit

         15  we were able to adequately fund for education. We

         16  were able to secure $24 million to expand child care

         17  and create more child care slots.

         18                 We were able to fund programs that

         19  provide critical services to women, including the

         20  Connect Program which provides services to domestic

         21  violence victims.

         22                 We were able to secure at senior

         23  centers that were being closed throughout our City,

         24  including two in my district.

         25                 My colleagues, while this budget is
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          2  not perfect, but it is a budget that everyone in

          3  this room contributed to in closing the gap, and for

          4  that I vote yes.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          6                 Council Member Boyland, would you

          7  vote on yesterday's?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Yes. I would

          9  like to also have unanimous consent to vote on

         10  yesterday's coupled general order.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: May I be

         14  excused to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I want to say

         17  three things.

         18                 There's so many reasons that I think

         19  this is a group of people that could work together,

         20  but one of them is thanks to Charles Barron and Alan

         21  Jennings, who some time ago put together, from

         22  September til December, the group of 25 new members

         23  who worked together, and the result of that, we got

         24  to new each other and trust each other, and it has

         25  made a huge difference when we joined with the rest
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          2  of our colleagues.

          3                 People ask me all the time how is it

          4  that you're working together, and I give a huge

          5  credit to the First Democracy Council and those many

          6  hours in Charles Barron's office.

          7                 The second issue, of course, to echo

          8  what Council Member Addabbo said, which is the

          9  unbelievable work of Larian Angelo and her staff,

         10  with all due respect to the Speaker, Larian Angelo

         11  is my hero.

         12                 And then third I want to say the

         13  echoing what has been said earlier, there are many

         14  issues that we've confronted, the Manhattan

         15  Delegation and all delegations met endlessly, but

         16  only in a positive way to learn what the issues are,

         17  and as a new member to figure out how we're going to

         18  face November an next year, to try the best we can

         19  to continue the good work, but to put issues first

         20  and the budget second and figure out how we can move

         21  forward.

         22                 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, and

         23  to all of my colleagues, I appreciate all of your

         24  work.

         25                 Thank you. I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

          7  much.

          8                 In light of the new paradigm that we

          9  face by the events of September 11th, I am

         10  particularly disturbed by the Administration's

         11  stance on the privatization of EMS tours.

         12                 The policy that was decided by this

         13  Administration I believe leaves our City somewhat

         14  vulnerable to true criminals that may seek to harm

         15  our citizenry, that it's an issue of being penny and

         16  pound foolish, in many of the jurisdictions where

         17  EMS is a revenue generator, we're seeking to give

         18  that ability to private interests, when our City is

         19  seeking to raise revenue, but we had to come to a

         20  compromise, and I'd like to say that in light of

         21  that, our Council, our Speaker and his leadership

         22  pursued the fight, and in that fight, we won the

         23  return of half of those tours.

         24                 Now, it's not the full 75 that we

         25  would have liked, but we will live to fight another
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          2  day on this issue, and I believe that we will see as

          3  time moves forward that the move to privatize EMS in

          4  the City of New York, given what we know is the role

          5  of emergency response in this City, is not a good

          6  policy.

          7                 We have no better, more professional

          8  or prepared EMTs and paramedics than the members of

          9  the FDNY EMS in this City, in this State and it's a

         10  world class FDNY EMS.

         11                 And finally, I believe that the

         12  revenue enhancement package that we have passed or

         13  will be passing is a regressive one, and it is my

         14  hope that we will look toward more progressive means

         15  of enhancing revenues in the City of New York.

         16                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         17  Advocate.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         19  very much.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: How do you

         21  vote?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I vote aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to

          5  congratulate our Speaker Gifford Miller, the entire

          6  members of the new City Council, and the returning

          7  members of the City Council, for making a historic

          8  budget in a difficult time and unprecedented

          9  circumstances.

         10                 This Council, along with it's

         11  excellent Finance staff, the Committees that we held

         12  numerous hearings on to come to this point today to

         13  make difficult decisions, decisions on different

         14  items that none of us are happy about, we recognize

         15  that the Mayor had been under tremendous pressure

         16  from sources that went beyond his control to help us

         17  fully restore the budget to the way that we would

         18  have liked, but we had an enormous amount of

         19  cooperation from the Mayor's Office, from everyone

         20  in this City that realizes what is at stake.

         21                 This City is in crisis, we are in an

         22  economic downturn, and tough decisions have to be

         23  made, and this Council stood up to the challenge.

         24                 I want to applaud my members for

         25  everything that they have done over the past six
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          2  months, and I want to also warn them that the next

          3  six months will be even tougher and more decisions

          4  will have to be made to protect the City in

          5  difficult times.

          6                 But I know that this is the body to

          7  do it. I know that none of us back in 2001, when we

          8  thought about what we wanted to do in our immediate

          9  futures felt that we would have to undertake these

         10  kinds of measures to protect our City, but I know

         11  that everyone here is ready, everyone here is

         12  willing, and everyone here is going to make every

         13  effort to do whatever we have to do to continue to

         14  make New York City the best City in the world.

         15                 I want to congratulate everyone

         16  that's in this Chamber today, for being a real

         17  advocate for their community, for their group, for

         18  their program, and for their concern, and I would

         19  hope that their level of advocacy increases, that

         20  their level of democracy increases, and that

         21  finally, at the end of the day, we can all agree on

         22  what's best for this City.

         23                 Aye on all.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Permission to

          4  explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you so

          7  much.

          8                 I came to this Council as the first

          9  active police officer to ever get elected in the

         10  history of NYPD, and this has been a very difficult

         11  process, putting in for so many programs with so

         12  many cutbacks, I'm so grateful that we've had a

         13  Speaker who was willing to listen. I think that's

         14  the most important thing. A person who has been out

         15  there fighting against police brutality, a person

         16  who has been out there fighting to bring the

         17  communities together, and I find that many times the

         18  community is not listening to the police and the

         19  police is not listening to the community, and

         20  dialogue and communication is so very important.

         21                 Speaker Gifford Miller has been a

         22  person to date who was willing to listen, and I

         23  think that's so very important, and I'm happy that

         24  the Mayor, though it took him awhile, finally heard

         25  the cries of the people, and the cries of this City
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          2  Council, as far as education first.

          3                 I've always believed in public

          4  safety, and I believe that people in my district

          5  hired me for that reason, and that's why I was glad

          6  to stand up, because I believe that the best

          7  prevention to crime is a good education.

          8                 I wish that the cultural institutions

          9  could have benefitted a little bit more, as far as

         10  being looped along with education because I believe

         11  that cultural institutions provide education for

         12  individuals.

         13                 I believe that when a child goes to a

         14  cultural institution, whether it's an aquarium or

         15  whether he sees a painting on the wall or sees a

         16  statuette, that provides a stimulating force for him

         17  to continue on with his education.

         18                 I believe that we have to continue to

         19  fight, and I'm glad that this Council heard the

         20  cries of the HIV community, along with infant

         21  mortality. There are individuals within my district

         22  that did not receive all that they put in for

         23  because of these trying times. I want to commit to

         24  my district that we will not give up, we will not

         25  stop, we will be back and we will meet the needs of
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          2  the entire community and this Council is committed

          3  to the good people, the good people of the City of

          4  New York.

          5                 I vote aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Madam Chair,

          8  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

         11                 My colleagues, do you remember a few

         12  months ago the predictions of chaos? Do you remember

         13  how the new City Council would not be able to

         14  grapple with these times, and how we'd all be out

         15  for ourselves unable to work together?

         16                 I want to say I am so proud of the

         17  effort we have done together. Uniformly we have

         18  shown commitment to the people of this City,

         19  devotion, hard work, team work, all the things that

         20  were said we couldn't achieve, we as a unit have.

         21                 Helen Foster said the other day that

         22  we've become a family. We may be an unusual family,

         23  but we are very much of a family, and a talented

         24  family. But let me say substantively I think there

         25  are several things we've achieved that really are

                                                            41

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  historical. We have helped raise the bar on the

          3  question of education, and it is now clear that this

          4  City Council will always advocate for education, we

          5  will never take a step backwards. It is clear that

          6  the parents of this City are now at a level of

          7  activism that we've never seen before, that Genie is

          8  out of the bottle, and we will always be in the

          9  streets, in front of City Hall, wherever it may be,

         10  to fight for children and to fight for resources for

         11  education.

         12                 This Council has put child care on

         13  the map. We've taken the first step forward on child

         14  care in many, many years. I want to say a special

         15  thank you to Speaker Miller. He's an extraordinary

         16  leader, he has really listened, and I appreciate

         17  that. He has listened to all of us, worked with all

         18  of us, and he cares deeply, not just for the people

         19  of New York City in general, he cares for children

         20  and he always puts children first in this budget

         21  discussion.

         22                 The times ahead are very, very

         23  difficult, but we have now set the bar that we can

         24  ensure a Council will be in force that has never

         25  been before, a force for progressive values. I want
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          2  to thank all the members, all the leadership, and

          3  especially the staff for your fantastic work on our

          4  behalf, and I vote aye on all.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council Member.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: May I explain my

          9  vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you.

         12                 When I was running for City Council

         13  member, in my campaign, every time, every day I used

         14  to read in the newspaper that a new bunch of

         15  lightweights were coming, that with the new fresh

         16  members there's going to be chaos here, that the

         17  people that were coming to the body, they didn't

         18  know what to do, and the City would run into a lot

         19  of problems.

         20                 This morning I was reading the news,

         21  and I heard and I read an editorial praising the

         22  Speaker of this body and the members of this body,

         23  are listening to people and everyone is praising

         24  this body. Everywhere I go, people say what a

         25  wonderful job we have done. I don't see any more
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          2  saying that lightweight were coming.

          3                 The Speaker said before that this

          4  body has done what no other body has done before

          5  him. He said that before. So, ladies and gentlemen,

          6  I'm proud to be part of this body, I'm proud to be

          7  part of the best, the more stronger delegation, the

          8  most unified delegation of this body, the Bronx

          9  Delegation. I'm proud to be part of that body.

         10                 Come on, you could clap.

         11                 Last night I had to go to a doctor,

         12  and I was not able to vote, and I would like to

         13  spread my vote for last night. Can I do that?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: So last night

         16  I'm abstaining in M 217 and I vote yes on the rest.

         17  And today I'm voting yes on all. Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Madam

         23  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Okay.
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          2  Madam Advocate, every city, every great city is

          3  judged on how they treat their elderly and their

          4  young, and I'm pleased to vote on this budget today,

          5  because of the restorations that this body has done

          6  for the senior citizens of this City, and also for

          7  the children of this City with the restorations to

          8  education. I'm particularly proud of all my Brooklyn

          9  members for standing up for the expansion of day

         10  care center slots, and it just means so much to me

         11  that we have done the best that we can to save the

         12  restoration for commercial revitalization, and

         13  before I cast my vote, last but not least, I will be

         14  remiss if I didn't recognize the Girls Softball Team

         15  from Bushwick High School who won the City

         16  championship. I think whenever beautiful Latina

         17  women from Bushwick do something great Citywide,

         18  they have to be recognized, so I wanted to do that

         19  publicly.

         20                 And Madam Advocate, to that I vote

         21  aye on all.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council member.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Due to the
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          2  Speaker's sensitivity to sabbath observers in the

          3  Council, I'm just going to make my remarks brief.

          4  Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, I think the best way I can show my support

          8  and appreciation for the Speaker, to the Finance

          9  staff, for all of my colleagues here on the Council,

         10  thankfully it is by not rising to explain my vote.

         11  I'm thankful my last name begins early in the

         12  alphabet, I'm going to go home, reaquaint myself to

         13  my wife and kids, take them to a Brooklyn Cyclone

         14  game, and I'm going to vote aye on all.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: May I be

         19  excused to explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: This budget

         22  boils down to trust and honesty, and I am trusting

         23  in the Speaker and our leadership team that this was

         24  in fact the best deal that we could do, and I will

         25  be voting aye on all, and I just want to raise

                                                            46

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  concern that when the Mayor made mention that

          3  everyone would feel the cuts across the board, I

          4  think that is incorrect, because we have put

          5  together the best package we could, but the poor and

          6  the working class are still suffering, and the upper

          7  end rich class are not and we've got to make sure

          8  that this is really a City for all and by all and do

          9  what we can to protect those who can't protect

         10  themselves, because we were elected to be their

         11  voice.

         12                 I vote aye on all.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council member.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         17  Public Advocate, may I be excused to explain my

         18  vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: First of

         21  all, I'd like to congratulate the Speaker, Council

         22  Finance staff, and also the Mayor and his staff.

         23  Certainly it is a good budget, a budget that's much

         24  better than the original financial plan, and it was

         25  a consensus budget and something that we all agreed
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          2  upon, and I think it's a good step.

          3                 Certainly this issue, we protect

          4  senior citizens, our youth, and we prioritize

          5  education, and I'm very supportive of that.

          6                 I would like to vote aye on all with

          7  the exception of Intro. 218-A, 219-A, 220-A, Intro.

          8  230-A, preconsidered 348, preconsidered 349,

          9  preconsidered M 221 and companion resolution 358,

         10  which I vote no on those.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Chair,

         16  may I speak on my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you.

         19  Thank you.

         20                 It's a proud day for us today,

         21  particularly a proud day for our Speaker. I wish to

         22  thank him for his leadership and for our entire

         23  leadership team, and I think that counts for the

         24  leadership teams for both sides of the aisle. I'm

         25  grateful for the cooperation we got from the
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          2  Republican members of our Council, it's been a

          3  privilege for me to work with them as well as with

          4  the democrats. I thank them. I also thank the

          5  Mayor's Office for their participation in this

          6  process, although I was not happy with the ultimate

          7  outcome with the recycling program, I was, just to

          8  let everyone know, that having a speaker as

          9  committed as we do to the issue of the environment,

         10  he served on that Committee for many years, I know

         11  that we will get this recycling program back, we

         12  will get it better. I have the full confidence of

         13  Chairman McMahon and all the other leaders on this

         14  issue and the Council, and I would like to think

         15  that if we had to make a little bit of a sacrifice

         16  today on the part of the environment for children

         17  and for education for those people who need

         18  government the most and certainly having a budget

         19  that we passed on our own would have meant all kinds

         20  of problems, and all kinds of people would have

         21  suffered as a result of that, and I think we use

         22  good discretion, although I'm not completely happy

         23  with the outcome, as I said, for the recycling

         24  program, I know for a fact we will get it back, and

         25  we will get it back better with the leadership team
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          2  that we have.

          3                 A special note of thanks to my

          4  delegation from Queens, particularly our delegation

          5  leader, Leroy Comrie, and my colleague David Weprin,

          6  for their friendship and leadership.

          7                 So, I proudly vote aye, and I think

          8  I'm going to join Lou Fidler in that game, how about

          9  that? So, thank you all very much.

         10                 Oh, I vote aye on all orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam

         13  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         16  First of all, I join my colleagues in saluting our

         17  Speaker, our entire leadership team, the Chair of

         18  our Finance Committee, for leading us through

         19  difficult circumstances to a result which truly does

         20  protect and preserve our priorities, as you, Mr.

         21  Speaker, so well state.

         22                 I want to also extend my personal

         23  gratitude to Larian Angelo and Forest Taylor and our

         24  entire staff for all of the courtesy.

         25                 And I want to extend my appreciation
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          2  to the Mayor's Office for their openness in the

          3  courtesies to which they have extended to me and to

          4  us.

          5                 And, finally, I want to say to all of

          6  my colleagues how proud I am to be in this body, in

          7  the way we struggled to preserve the priorities of

          8  our communities and to put people first.

          9                 Let me just add I'm a little upset

         10  from my colleagues from Queens for beating out the

         11  Manhattan Delegation on that final night of

         12  Delegation meetings, for being the last Delegation

         13  to leave City Hall.

         14                 Madam Advocate, let me just say in

         15  conclusion, as we vote for this budget, it's

         16  important that we speak the truth, and the truth is

         17  that difficult circumstances were in fact made more

         18  difficult by the refusal of the Chief Executive in

         19  Albany to allow us to entertain even a modicum of

         20  serious tax, revenue raising measures.

         21                 In the aftermath of 9/11, we

         22  witnessed throughout the city and region the spirit

         23  of sacrifice and mutual upholding. People were

         24  looking for an opportunity to extend just a little

         25  bit of their federal income tax breaks to maintain
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          2  vital services and to uphold human services in this

          3  City and this region. It is a shame that we did not

          4  seize upon that spirit of sharing and compassion to

          5  do even more to protect those who are most

          6  vulnerable among us and to preserve our quality of

          7  life.

          8                 So as we go forward, let us resolve

          9  to insist that our leadership lives up to the

         10  examples set by the citizenry. Let us raise the

         11  little revenue we need to truly do better. Let us

         12  make a recycling bill that is a model for the entire

         13  nation. Let's us enact procedural reforms in the

         14  budget process, and let us continue the great work

         15  of this City Council, as with the priorities which

         16  we set today.

         17                 Thank you, Madam Advocate, I vote aye

         18  on all.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, may I rise to --

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I didn't have
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          2  to finish.

          3                 I would like to congratulate all of

          4  my colleagues, particularly the Speaker, for

          5  sheparding a bunch of rookies through this process,

          6  and I'd like to say to all the cynics who said that

          7  a freshman City Council couldn't work with a

          8  freshman Mayor and a freshman Speaker to pass a

          9  budget in these terrible fiscal times that was in

         10  the best interest of all New Yorkers, that, yes, in

         11  fact, we can.

         12                 And I'd also like to congratulate the

         13  Speaker, because like many of my colleagues, I'm a

         14  product of the New York City public school system,

         15  and I ran for office saying that one of the reasons

         16  I was doing so was to ensure that every child who

         17  grows up in our City has an opportunity to go to

         18  public school and get a good enough education so

         19  they can do anything they want in their life, and

         20  compete with all those who can go to fancy private

         21  schools across the country. And I'd like to

         22  congratulate the Speaker for having the courage and

         23  the wherewithal and the persistence to stand up and

         24  be firm and put education first, and put forth a

         25  budget that was much better than the first draft,
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          2  that more accurately affects the values of all New

          3  Yorkers, and that does indeed save the school

          4  children of New York City.

          5                 Thank you, and I proudly vote yes to

          6  all.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you.

         11                 I, too, would like to congratulate

         12  the Speaker and his staff, the Mayor and his staff,

         13  the Minority Leader and the Republicans and

         14  Democrats for all coming together to make this

         15  happen today.

         16                 I'd also like to thank the federal

         17  government for getting involved, and the State

         18  government, the Governor, the Assembly, the Senate,

         19  for coming together and giving us the opportunity to

         20  be able to resolve this budget.

         21                 I'd like to thank the union that came

         22  together to make those concessions for us so that we

         23  could balance this budget, and to the great people

         24  of this great City that understand the situation

         25  that we're under and understanding the terms that we
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          2  had to do to come up with a balanced budget. I thank

          3  all of those people, and I'd like to vote presently

          4  no on 218-Am 219-A, 220-A, 230-A, preconsidered

          5  Resolutions 348, 349, M 221 with companion

          6  Resolution 358. Thank you all, have a good weekend.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: My brothers

         12  and sisters, I'd like to thank all of you for being

         13  as collaborative as possible in this journey, and it

         14  was a journey on behalf of all of us, and I'd like

         15  to just thank our Speaker Gifford Miller and our

         16  leadership team, Joel Rivera, Bill Perkins and Leroy

         17  Comrie and the entire negotiating team for being

         18  open in this process, and I must say, as a new

         19  member of this body, I've been told previously that

         20  things were not as smooth as it was now, and I

         21  appreciate the opportunity to be in a body that is

         22  open and that is willing to listen, and to all of

         23  the staff, and not only the Finance staff, but all

         24  of the staff. They have been open to all of us and I

         25  appreciate that, and I thank everyone for bringing
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          2  us a budget that is negotiated and not one that is

          3  done by the Council itself. I do believe in this

          4  time and age we need to come together and stick

          5  together as one, because as we all know, times are

          6  going to get tougher, and that unity is going to be

          7  very, very important down the road.

          8                 Thank you very much, and have a great

          9  weekend everyone. I love you all.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: And you're vote?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I vote yes to

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

         15  Advocate --

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I'm not

         18  speaking, Public Advocate. I just rise to say aye on

         19  all. Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, Alan.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, if I can explain my vote?

         24                 This is the second legislative body

         25  that I have had the honor of passing legislation and
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          2  a budget through, and I really would like to

          3  congratulate, as everyone else did, our Speaker and

          4  everyone that was involved in passing this, the

          5  Mayor's Administration and both sides of the aisle,

          6  but one thing I've marveled at in Albany, and one

          7  thing I've marveled out of here, and I know the

          8  Finance staff and the Speaker's staff and the

          9  members' staff have all been thanked, but it really

         10  is one thing for the staff to be helpful and to

         11  guide us through this process, but I have

         12  consistently marveled at how often this staff, not

         13  only in the Speaker's staff and the Finance staff

         14  and everyone else has been asked, "got a second?"

         15  "Got a moment?" "Can I ask you a quick question?"

         16  "Just a second, over here." And I must tell you

         17  that every single time they have been helpful to all

         18  the members I believe. It really has been with a

         19  smile, not only just being helpful through the

         20  process but respectful and warm, and I really

         21  believe beyond what's necessary, and Madam Public

         22  Advocate, I know you'll find this hard to believe,

         23  us 51, we're not an easy bunch, and sometimes that

         24  could get to you. And I know that a lot of that

         25  comes from the Speaker on down, a lot of attitude,
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          2  but it also takes special people that deal with us,

          3  and I would like to say that this is, like I said,

          4  the second legislative body I've been through on

          5  this, and I always marvel at that. I think it's an

          6  excellent budget, I think we have done great for the

          7  constituents for the City of New York, I think we

          8  have brought back to the people who are the most

          9  needy what they need in their districts, and a lot

         10  of that credit goes to everyone in this room, the

         11  Speaker on down, I vote aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all,

         16  except no on Intro. 218-A and 219-A, as well as

         17  preconsidered Resolutions 348, 349, and

         18  preconsidered M 221 and companion Resolution 358.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I very

         23  respectfully pass.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: May I
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          2  explain my vote, Madam Advocate?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, I stand to congratulate the Speaker on the

          6  whole process but also on changing the language of

          7  the whole budget negotiation from Albany to City

          8  Hall when dealing with the Mayor, making sure that

          9  everyone understands that education is a priority,

         10  that aid to education is the key to the future of

         11  many of our communities, and that's why today we

         12  have a budget that addresses the needs of the

         13  educational needs in our community.

         14                 I want to thank the staff, the

         15  Finance staff, for their patience and support when

         16  asking all the questions, and having answers for all

         17  of us. I think that they were great.

         18                 I also want to thank Forest Taylor

         19  for his patience, all the time we wanted him and

         20  he's not around and we keep saying "where's Forest?"

         21  Forest was working hard to get a budget for us.

         22                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate, and

         23  I vote aye on all.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council member.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'll be

         12  brief. In the spirit of Chavas I will be brief so

         13  that we can leave here. But I just want to make a

         14  few quick remarks. First of all, I want to thank my

         15  staff, my own personal staff that has managed to

         16  keep me focused and take care of the business of

         17  this City Council. Those of us who are members know

         18  that much of what we accomplish is by virtue of our

         19  own personal staff. I also want to take a moment to

         20  thank the central staff, that has been thanked so

         21  many times, they can't be thanked enough for all the

         22  hard work that they go through, including our folks

         23  downstairs in communications who have so

         24  successfully kept the message of this Council in the

         25  papers and in the front of the public. You know,
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          2  there are those who would want to distort what it is

          3  we're doing, and they manage to make clear to the

          4  world of what it is that we're doing.

          5                 I want to thank the negotiating team.

          6  I've had the privilege of working with the

          7  negotiating team in past Councils, and this is the

          8  finest negotiating team I've ever had a chance to

          9  work with. They are very collegial, very bright,

         10  very challenging, and were able to make the hard

         11  decisions in a way that ultimately resulted in what

         12  I think is best for the City of New York.

         13                 I want to thank my colleagues, this

         14  Council, this new fresh Democratic Council, who has

         15  brought in excitement, energy, collegiality, and has

         16  resulted in an effective budget, again, for the sake

         17  of the people of New York.

         18                 I want to last, but not least, thank

         19  our Speaker, our Speaker Gifford Miller, who

         20  provided such extraordinary leadership on some very,

         21  very difficult and challenging moments. It's hard to

         22  explain having been involved with the leadership

         23  team, exactly the difficulties that he was

         24  experiencing, but I have grown to admire him a great

         25  deal. I was especially happy to see that we were
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          2  able to maintain restorations, particularly in the

          3  area of infant mortality. So, I want to commend him

          4  for the restorations, and I was talking with my

          5  brother Charles Barron, and he said now that we've

          6  gotten our restorations, we're going to help Gifford

          7  get us our reparations.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: A

         11  fortunate and unfortunate part of being P, is that

         12  it's all been said. Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could be

         15  excused to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I want to echo

         18  the comments of my colleagues about the great work

         19  of the staff. I just wanted to single out a couple

         20  of people who were particularly helpful. Members of

         21  my staff, Peter Ryder and Lucy Mao; I want to thank

         22  Judith MacFarlane, the Counsel to the Health

         23  Committee, all of the Health Committee members for

         24  their advocacy on the health restorations; the

         25  Health team in Finance, Michael Polenberg, Peter
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          2  Bruno, Louisa Sanchez; the folks in the Capital

          3  Division, Cheech, Jeff Rotas, Jonathan Rosenberg. I

          4  want to thank Jim Caras for all of his work,

          5  particularly his work on domestic partnership. I

          6  want to thank Larian Angelo and Forest Taylor for

          7  their tremendous, tremendous leadership on this

          8  issue.

          9                 I want to thank Barbara and Kim and

         10  Karen, and everybody in the Speaker's Office for not

         11  taking out a gun and shooting all of us if we come

         12  in asking, you know, where is the Speaker, where is

         13  Forest, over and over. I want to thank Staci

         14  Emanuel, Phil Reed and Gale Brewer for chairing our

         15  delegations; Bill Perkins and Margarita Lopez for

         16  being our negotiators; the Sergeants-at-Arms for

         17  with a straight face saying we're starting in ten

         18  minutes over and over again.

         19                 I also want to thank the advocates

         20  who spent countless hours here trying to make sure

         21  that our work gets done on behalf of the citizens of

         22  the City of New York, and I also want to thank Jess

         23  Calapin and Cathy Torres in the Speaker's Office for

         24  their help and support, and with that I vote aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: On behalf of

          5  all the fish, the Baluga whales and the entire

          6  aquarium, I'd like to thank the Speaker, Gifford

          7  Miller, and Forest for all they have done, and

          8  Larian Angelo. I vote aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Amen, and aye on

         11  all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you, all.

         14  Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Job well

         21  done. Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: May I have

         24  permission to explain my vote? I'll be very quick.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, Helen.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

          3                 Although so much has been said

          4  already, and I'm the S at the end of the list

          5  practically, I don't think too much can be said and

          6  too often thanking our staff, thanking Frank

          7  Tramontano, Larian Angelo, Andy Grossman and Paul

          8  Scimone, we know them all, Finance; Revenue, Jeff

          9  Rotas, Angela in Capital.

         10                 I have to thank Forest Taylor and

         11  David Weprin, our Finance Chair, Leroy, who is our

         12  chair of the Delegation, and the Whip of the

         13  Council. And I have to thank our Speaker, our very,

         14  very illustrious Speaker, because he guided us

         15  through one of the worst environmental times in

         16  recent history, and because of his negotiating

         17  abilities, and in the true spirit of compromise, he

         18  has, with this Council, he has produced a budget

         19  that we, even though there may be some reservations,

         20  revenue raising in his budget that we can be proud

         21  of because we're almost 8 million people in the City

         22  of New York, there is something for everyone, and

         23  that is an extraordinary budget.

         24                 So, I thank you, and with that, I

         25  vote aye on all.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council member.

          4

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: May I be

          7  excused to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Very quickly,

         10  I would like to just express my thanks to my

         11  colleagues here in the City Council for crafting a

         12  budget that we are all proud of, and one that will

         13  maintain library service at six days a week, which

         14  is a very core service to the City of New York, and

         15  one that also keeps in mind the importance of our

         16  cultural institutions to the City, as they are the

         17  driving force and an economic engine and part of our

         18  overall economic recovery, and I'm very proud of

         19  that.

         20                 Mr. Speaker, I thank you very much

         21  for your guidance and your leadership at this time.

         22                 I vote aye on all.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council Member.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam

          3  Advocate, may I explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Colleagues,

          6  brothers and sisters, I want to let you know that

          7  Albany government, the federal government, and even

          8  this government, is not the highest form of

          9  government.

         10                 The highest form of any government is

         11  self-government, and this is what I want everyone to

         12  know.

         13                 First of all, what do you think is

         14  what you put into words? And what you put into words

         15  eventually becomes your action; your action becomes

         16  your habit; and your habit then determines your

         17  character; your character is what is your identity.

         18                 I am glad and proud to identify with

         19  a group of people who believe that education must be

         20  first.

         21                 I'm also glad that you believe that

         22  child care and senior care is an integral part of

         23  our development.

         24                 Brothers and sisters, I want to thank

         25  the Speaker and his staff for being so generous and
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          2  helpful during my time here, and I want to let the

          3  media know that this is no part-time job. I want

          4  them to understand that this is no part-time job

          5  being here at this time. And having said that, I

          6  enthusiastically vote aye on all.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Permission to

         11  briefly explain, unlike Bill Perkins.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         14                 I'd like to disagree with Charles

         15  Barron, but why should today be any different than

         16  any other day.

         17                 I am very proud of the fact that we

         18  did not raise property taxes, we did not raise

         19  income taxes, there will not be one less police

         20  officer on the street because of the City Council, I

         21  am very proud of that.

         22                 Mr. Speaker, I'm also proud of your

         23  leadership, the people in this room are proud, but

         24  the people who sat in these seats before us are

         25  proud of the way you maintain the integrity of this
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          2  institution. So, congratulations, but next year we

          3  vote in reverse alphabetical order.

          4                 I vote aye on all. Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I would like

         12  to thank and commend not only the Speaker, who's

         13  leadership has been extraordinarily and obviously

         14  extraordinary, but obviously Lou Fidler, our

         15  Delegation Chair who chaired countless hours of

         16  meetings and did it gracefully and effectively. So,

         17  Lou, wherever you are, I thank you.

         18                 I vote aye on all.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         23  explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I am going to
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          2  make a very difficult decision at this point, but

          3  before I make my decision, I want to make clear that

          4  this is a fine group of people who have put this

          5  budget together. We have a Mayor who has decided to

          6  present a budget to us that was taken away the fiber

          7  of what New York City is about, and this Council

          8  decided to challenge that view, and teach the Mayor

          9  that we needed to fund programs that were critical

         10  to our well-being. And this Council came through,

         11  and we put a budget that did not allow dissemination

         12  of critical programs that maintain our humanity in

         13  place.

         14                 I want to make clear that Council

         15  Member Fidler and Council Member McMahon are going

         16  to be forever appreciated by me for their

         17  understanding of the health that they give me, in

         18  supporting services for the mentally ill.

         19                 I am sad that we were not able to put

         20  a program to help those ones who are mentally ill,

         21  arrested and thrown on the streets again. And I hope

         22  that this Council will develop the sensitivity to do

         23  so in the future.

         24                 I am here counting 175,000 million

         25  dollars (sic) being raised by revenues that are
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          2  regressive taxes. They are made on cigarettes, they

          3  are made on 911 calls, and they made on cellular

          4  phones. That is wrong. It is deeply wrong.

          5                 My colleagues in the Republican side

          6  have voted against it. I'm going to vote for it,

          7  because I respect the leadership and the

          8  collectiveness that have been put in here for this

          9  budget. And I'm doing that, challenging my

         10  principals, my capacities, to do the right thing. I

         11  am here today ready, nonetheless, to vote for this

         12  budget, but it's one thing I cannot do, I refuse to

         13  say that the kin (sic) is not naked. When we

         14  dismantle the recyclable laws, the kin is naked, it

         15  doesn't have no clothing. To say that this law are

         16  not going to have a negative impact in the

         17  environment of our City is simply a lie. I come from

         18  a district that did not have recyclable laws once a

         19  week like everybody else did when this law was

         20  passed, and as soon as I got to this Council in

         21  1998, Council Member Peter Vallone helped me to get

         22  my district to have recyclables every week. Then kin

         23  is naked (sic), recyclable laws, elimination,

         24  modification, is going to have a negative impact in

         25  the environment of this City, and I vote no in both
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          2  proposals. I vote yes in the rest of the budget.

          3                 Mr. Speaker, God bless you. I hope

          4  that you continue to have guidance by the higher

          5  power and I hope that you continue to do a fine job

          6  in this Council.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council Member.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you very

         10  much.

         11                 The numbers that I'm voting no on is

         12  Intro. 201-A and Reso 3 -- I'm sorry -- and Reso

         13  347. Thank you very much. And thank you, New York,

         14  for electing me to this body.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17

         18

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: It's always

         21  dangerous when I rise after someone is talking about

         22  someone being naked for so long, but may I be

         23  excused to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I know some of
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          2  the staff and some of the members want to imbibe

          3  some livation, so I should be brief, but I won't be.

          4                 A young couple has a pair or twins

          5  both seven years old. One boy is a hopeless

          6  optimist, the other a brooding pessimist. A shrink

          7  is brought in to conduct a thorough analysis. He

          8  takes a pessimist to a room filled with the latest

          9  and greatest toys. When he opens the door and tells

         10  the child that all the toys are his, the boy begins

         11  to sob uncontrollably. What's wrong, the shrink

         12  asks? These toys will surely break some day, the boy

         13  answered. Then what will I do?

         14                 Next the optimistic twin is taken

         15  into a decaying barn. The psychiatrist opens the

         16  barn doors revealing a two-story pile of fresh,

         17  steaming manure. Undeterred, the kid grabs a shovel

         18  and starts digging away with a mile-wide smile on

         19  his face. The doctor can't believe it and asks what

         20  is he doing? The kid replies, well, with all this

         21  manure, I figure there's got to be a pony in here

         22  somewhere.

         23                 I'm not an optimist by nature, and I

         24  think that we are obligated to be honest with

         25  ourselves and the public that the manure has hit the
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          2  proverbial fiscal fan. But I am optimistic in this

          3  sense, I'm optimistic in the City Council and the

          4  leadership of the Council, and I know the media is

          5  not here, but I have my own news analysis piece. The

          6  news analysis piece from the Republican Minority

          7  Leader, and that's to say to the Speaker, that you

          8  stood shoulder-to-shoulder with the Mayor, and you

          9  did the right thing. That might not be all the news

         10  that's fit to print, but that's my opinion, and the

         11  opinion of the members of this body, both present

         12  and past.

         13                 I want to thank some other folks. I

         14  want to thank the Mayor and I want to thank the

         15  Administration and I want to thank Marc Shaw and

         16  Mark Page. I want to thank Peter Madonia and John

         17  Crotty, because they did a really good job, as well.

         18                 I want to thank Larian and Cheech and

         19  Jeff Rotas and the entire staff. We've been doing

         20  this for 11 years and they do a wonderful job. I

         21  want to thank our Chief of Staff, Forest Taylor. I

         22  want to thank my colleagues in the Republican

         23  Caucus, in my Council, Kevin Fullington and Rob

         24  Colanja.

         25                 I vote aye on all, with the exception
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          2  of preconsidered 348, 349, M 221 and accompanying

          3  Resolution 358. Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVER: I vote aye on

          8  all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER:  My colleagues, I

         11  never explain my vote, but I'm going to make an

         12  exception this time, because this is, I think, one

         13  of the proudest moments for the City Council, and

         14  it's done purely on the hard work of the staff of

         15  this Council.

         16                 I want to begin by thanking the

         17  leadership team, my Majority Leader and our Majority

         18  Leader Joel Rivera, our Deputy Majority Leader Bill

         19  Perkins, our Majority Whip Leroy Comrie, our Chair

         20  of our Finance Committee David Weprin and our

         21  Minority Leader Jimmy Oddo, and all of our

         22  colleagues in the negotiating team, but really we

         23  all know, all of us know that absolutely nothing we

         24  do today would be possible without the staff of the

         25  City Council, who are the most professional caring

                                                            75

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  human beings that ever worked for any government

          3  anywhere. I might get choked up. I want to thank the

          4  Chief of the staff, Forest (Teddy Bear) Taylor. Not

          5  a lot of people think of him as a teddy bear, but

          6  it's true. Underneath there, there's something soft

          7  and cuddly in there somewhere, and he did a

          8  phenomenal job leading this Council.

          9                 I want to thank the Finance Director

         10  Larian Angelo. MCLA. She has been a rock. I don't

         11  know how anybody could have put up with all that she

         12  put up with from me. Every time I would say, well,

         13  what about this? What about that? What did you do

         14  about this? What did you do about that? It's very

         15  frustrating when you can't be in the room and know

         16  that those two, Forest and Larian, were in the room

         17  for all of us gave me a great deal of confidence,

         18  and it should for all of us.

         19                 And everybody else at Finance, too.

         20  We have Cheech and Staci and Pablo and Jeff and

         21  Peter and Andy and Natalie and Jim and Lisa and

         22  Jonathan, Nadine, Latonia, Christina, Paul, I should

         23  thank them all, but I can't do it all right now. But

         24  all of you, you guys did a phenomenal job. I want to

         25  thank our General Counsel, Tom McMahon, and my
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          2  Deputy Chief of Staff, Marcel Van Oyen, who I know

          3  how tough a day this was for Marcel. Poor Marcel. He

          4  did a fabulous job by getting us here. And Cathy and

          5  Matt and Gary, I want to thank everybody in the

          6  Speaker's Office, Jessica who has been tremendous,

          7  and Omi and Torrence and Janet and Barbara and Karen

          8  and Tim and Isha and Maria and John and Margaret and

          9  Janine. They put up with so much because all he

         10  members and all the advocates and everybody just

         11  walks around our office, you know, and these poor

         12  people, they're like, that's my desk.

         13                 I want to thank everybody in the

         14  Communications Division. Of course, Sprinkles, Paul

         15  Acono, has been tremendous. And Bonnie Baldisaro,

         16  and I can't remember whether it's Len or Glen from

         17  Tottendale, but it's one of them. Everybody in the

         18  Communications Office.

         19                 And I want to also thank the people

         20  that are in my district office, who make it possible

         21  for me to spend all my time down here, particularly

         22  my Director of Constituent Services, who has been

         23  with me since day one, Jane Swanson, Suzanne, Amanda

         24  and Larry.

         25                 And I want to finally close by
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          2  thanking my wife and my family for putting up with

          3  missing me so much.

          4                 Thank you. I vote aye.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          6  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

          7  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

          8  with the exception of Intro. 220-A and 230-A, which

          9  was adopted by 48 in the affirmative, two in the

         10  negative, zero abstentions; and Intro. 218-A, 219-A,

         11  which is adopted by 47 in the affirmative, three in

         12  the negative, zero abstentions and Intro. 201, and

         13  Reg 347 with 49 in the affirmative, one in the

         14  negative, zero abstentions; and with the exception

         15  of Res 348, 349, 358, with 46 in the affirmative,

         16  four in the negative, zero abstentions.

         17                 I now declare the Executive, Expense

         18  and Revenue Budget, the Executive Capital Budget for

         19  Fiscal Year 2003 and the Capital Program for the

         20  three succeeding fiscal years all as modified in

         21  accordance with Section 120-B and Section 222-A of

         22  the New York City Charter is hereby adopted on June

         23  21st, 2002, at 6:25 p.m.

         24                 Introduction and Reading of the

         25  bills.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

          3  referred to the Committees listed on the agenda.

          4                 At this point we move that the

          5  meeting be stood in recess, in case Albany comes

          6  back next week.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: I see no

          8  general discussion, so we're going to recess the

          9  meeting. Everybody have a good weekend and have a

         10  good night.

         11                 (Meeting recessed at 6:30 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 21st day of June 2002.
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         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a
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         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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