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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have here George

          3  Smith, I would ask the clerk to read this

          4  proclamation, and then we'll have George Smith, the

          5  President, say just a few words.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          7  of New York, Proclamation.

          8                 Whereas: The Council, City of New

          9  York, is proud and pleased to join members of the

         10  community in proclaiming November 2002 as Epilepsy

         11  Awareness Month; and

         12                 Whereas: Epilepsy is a serious health

         13  problem in the City of New York which has a

         14  tremendous impact on our children insomuch as

         15  seizures are the most common neurological disorder

         16  of childhood and it is therefore imperative that

         17  awareness of this serious problem be raised; and

         18                 Whereas: There are 40,000 children

         19  under the age of 21 in the City of New York who have

         20  epilepsy; each year 6,000 children in the City come

         21  to medical attention due to a first or newly

         22  recognized seizure; and

         23                 Whereas:  The lack of awareness and

         24  understanding of the hidden signs of seizures are

         25  significant barriers to the early diagnosis and
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          2  treatment of epilepsy in children; undiagnosed

          3  epilepsy in children can cause learning

          4  disabilities, behavior changes and safety risks; and

          5                 Whereas: School professionals and

          6  early childhood educators have indicated their need

          7  for comprehensive training to better assist children

          8  and families living with epilepsy; and

          9                 Whereas: Early diagnosis offers the

         10  children with epilepsy the best chance of treatment

         11  success and a future free of seizures; and

         12                 Whereas: The Epilepsy Foundation of

         13  New York City and its "Kids and Seizures: Know the

         14  Hidden Signs" campaign seeks to inform families,

         15  teachers, school nurses, daycare personnel and offer

         16  childcare providers about common and little known

         17  symptoms of epilepsy; and

         18                 Whereas: The City Council would like

         19  to encourage this program and other programs that

         20  seek to educate the public about epilepsy; now,

         21  therefore

         22                 Be it Known: That the Council of the

         23  City of New York does hereby proclaim November 2002

         24  as Epilepsy Awareness Month.

         25                 Signed this 14th day of November in
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          2  the year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller,

          3  Speaker for the Entire Council; James S. Oddo,

          4  Council Member 50th District, Staten Island; Bill

          5  Perkins, Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member 9th

          6  District, Manhattan; Robert Jackson, Council Member,

          7  7th District, Manhattan.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: George, we appreciate

          9  the work you do every day and particularly this

         10  month as part of our awareness and we would love for

         11  you to say a few words. Thank you.

         12                 MR. SMITH: Ladies and gentlemen,

         13  we're up here as a group to receive this

         14  Proclamation, and we appreciate that, Mr. Speaker

         15  and Majority Leader, because we are the face of

         16  epilepsy. We are husbands and wives, mothers and

         17  fathers, sons and daughters, all of whom experience

         18  epilepsy on a day-to-day basis.

         19                 It may be that as you look at us you

         20  can't tell which of us suffer from seizures, and

         21  that's as it should be, but the fact is that many of

         22  us do. We are the face of epilepsy. It's how

         23  Kennedy, Denise, Mary, Lorraine, all of us, and

         24  what's more, we are your parents, we are your

         25  children, all of us have to deal with epilepsy. We
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          2  know who you are and we would appreciate your

          3  recognizing who we are. Thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you so much.

          5  Thank you.

          6                 My friends and colleagues, is Lillian

          7  Roberts here? Lillian, come on forward. And we have

          8  Council Member Boyland who is going to say very few

          9  words here.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         11  Mr. Speaker.

         12                 My colleagues, today I rise to honor

         13  and recognize a very special woman in the labor

         14  movement.

         15                 As you know, the Labor Movement has

         16  been and continues to be a significant interest

         17  group within this country.

         18                 For decades women have been fighting

         19  for workers' rights in the labor movement. For

         20  example, women like Betty Roberts, former President

         21  of DC 1707, have paved the way for Americans by

         22  their contributions to this movement. Today we honor

         23  such a woman, Lillian Roberts, who is the Executive

         24  Director of DC 37. As a nurse aide in Chicago, Ms.

         25  Roberts began her activism in union affairs for
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          2  Local DC 37's parents, and American Federation of

          3  State, County and Municipal Employees.

          4                 In 1965 Ms. Roberts moved to New York

          5  where she built up DC 37's Hospital Division. Ms.

          6  Roberts' success in the union became clear when she

          7  became Associate Director of DC 37 in 1968. How many

          8  of you were born in 1968. All right, everyone is

          9  younger than that.

         10                 During that time Essence Magazine

         11  called her "one of the most influential blacks in an

         12  American Labor Union today."

         13                 My colleagues, it gives me great

         14  pleasure to honor the Executive Director of DC 37,

         15  Lillian Roberts.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         17  read the proclamation, we'd be honored.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         19  of New York, Proclamation.

         20                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         21  New York is proud and pleased to honor Lillian

         22  Roberts, Executive Director of District 37, American

         23  Federation of State, City and Municipal Employees,

         24  AFL-CIO, for her long and dedicated advocacy on

         25  behalf of working people in the City of New York;
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          2  and

          3                 Whereas: Now Executive Director of

          4  District 37, American Federation of State, City and

          5  Municipal Employees, Lillian Roberts has been a

          6  devoted and diligent labor activist for more than

          7  four decades; and

          8                 Whereas: Lillian Roberts started as a

          9  Shop Steward in Chicago in the late 1950s, and,

         10  earning the respect of her colleagues, spearheaded

         11  the creation of five new locals and was soon leading

         12  organizing drives; and

         13                 Whereas: Ms. Roberts was active in

         14  the 1960's building up DC 37's Hospitals Division,

         15  and in 1968 rose to the position of Associate

         16  Director, making her perhaps the most influential

         17  African-American labor leader of the day; and

         18                 Whereas: During her tenure,

         19  membership quadrupled and thousands of City hospital

         20  workers rallied to the cause as the union became an

         21  ever-stronger protector of working people in the

         22  City of New York; and

         23                 Whereas: Now as Executive Director,

         24  Lillian Roberts is poised to build upon her record

         25  of courage and commitment and to continue serving
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          2  the needs of New York City's working people; now,

          3  therefore,

          4                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          5  City of New York honors Lillian Roberts, Executive

          6  Director of DC 37, AFSCME, AFL-CIO.

          7                 Signed this 24th day of November

          8  (sic) in the year Two Thousand and Two; Gifford

          9  Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council; Tracy

         10  Boyland, Council Member, 41st District, Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Lillian, we're very

         12  proud of what you've given to the City of New York.

         13  We're so pleased to have the opportunity to honor

         14  you, and we'd love you to say a few words.

         15                 MS. ROBERTS: I'm almost speechless,

         16  you know, I feel sort of separated from there

         17  because I'm doing what I love to do.

         18                 I first want to thank the Speaker and

         19  also Council Member Boyland for this recognition.

         20                 This recognition doesn't just belong

         21  to me, it belongs to the 125,000 members that we

         22  represent, the 50,000 retirees who have enough faith

         23  and confidence to invite me back to help them and

         24  I'm enjoying the fight. We have a long way to go and

         25  our union has a lot of responsibility. They are
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          2  responsible not only for their members, but for the

          3  community in which they live, since 85 percent of us

          4  live in the community.

          5                 I'm honored to serve because that's

          6  why we exist because we have an opportunity, some of

          7  us, to make a difference in one's life. So, thanks

          8  for recognizing my struggle and joining me on my

          9  struggle, and I will continue, and I look for your

         10  support. Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we're

         12  also honored and privileged to be joined today by

         13  Tika Esler, who is a City Council Member from

         14  Kenmore in Washington, a long way. And not just a

         15  City Council Member, a colleague City Council

         16  Member, but also a great Cuban-American, a leader of

         17  the Cuban-American community, who really symbolizes

         18  what immigrants, in our immigrant communities and

         19  Cuban-American communities can accomplish here in

         20  the United States, having come to this country and

         21  now as Dean of Student Services at Bellevue

         22  Community College and also as a local legislator in

         23  Washington, we're very pleased that she is with us,

         24  and we have a brief proclamation, if the Clerk would

         25  read it.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: City of New York

          3  Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is pleased and proud to honor Tika Esler

          6  for her outstanding service to the community; and

          7                 Whereas: Members of the

          8  Cuban-American community have long been part of the

          9  diverse cultural mosaic of our country, and have

         10  enriched its cultural, professional and civic life,

         11  having entered and excelled in all fields of

         12  endeavor, from education and law to the arts and

         13  politics; and

         14                 Whereas: Today, as we recognize with

         15  special gratitude the gifts that Cuban-Americans

         16  bring to every aspect of our national life, we also

         17  pause to honor a woman whose contributions to

         18  Kenmore, Washington have made a lasting and

         19  qualitative difference within the Latino community

         20  and the community at large; and

         21                 Whereas: Tika Esler is one such

         22  individual: Ms. Esler is the Dean of Student

         23  Services at Bellevue Community College, the third

         24  largest higher education institution in Washington

         25  State, enrolling over 21,000 students per quarter
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          2  and sending more transfer students to four-year

          3  schools than any other community college in the

          4  state;

          5                 Whereas: Ms. Esler has also given her

          6  leadership to the City of Kenmore, serving as one of

          7  seven original members of the Kenmore City Council

          8  since 1998; and

          9                 Whereas: Ms. Esler was born in Cuba

         10  and migrated to the United States at 13 years of

         11  age; speaking no English, she enrolled in the eighth

         12  grade at Kellogg Junior High School, and by ninth

         13  grade was elected student body treasurer; and

         14                 Whereas: Tika Esler has been a

         15  motivational speaker for youth at risk, and has held

         16  leadership positions in state and national

         17  professional organizations; and

         18                 Whereas: In our nation that derives

         19  so much of its strength from many cultures and

         20  races, we are enriched by the contributions of Tika

         21  Esler; she is a credit to Latino-Americans and a

         22  true friend of the City; now, therefore,

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York honors Tika Esler for her

         25  outstanding service to the community.
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          2                 Signed this 20th day of November in

          3  the year Two Thousand and Two; Gifford Miller,

          4  Speaker for the Entire Council; Eric Gioia, Council

          5  Member, 26th District, Queens.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Tika, we would be

          7  honored if you would say a few words to your fellow

          8  Council colleagues.

          9                 MS. ESLER: Thank you so very much. It

         10  truly is an honor to stand before you, Speaker

         11  Miller, Council Member Gioia, my family joining me.

         12  It's really amazing and an honor to be part of the

         13  American dream and to be standing before you in this

         14  City that the whole country has truly learned to

         15  love.

         16                 Thank you so very much.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: The Stated

         19  Meeting for November 20, 2002, will please come to

         20  order.

         21                 Roll call.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzales.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALES: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: My colleagues,

          6  can I ask for permission to be able to vote? Because

          7  I have an emergency that I have to attend.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you.

         10                 I vote aye on all items on coupled

         11  general orders and resolution calendar. And I thank

         12  you for the permission that you gave me to vote out

         13  of order.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Present.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Present.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: The quorum is

         14  present. Everybody please rise for the invocation.

         15                 MONSIGNOR ROVERT THELAN: Let us pray.

         16                 Oh, God, the creator of all, at this

         17  time of year, as we recognize the beauty of your

         18  handy work in the wondrous colors of autumn, the

         19  reds and the yellows, the orange and the gold, we

         20  also celebrate the wonderful diversity that provides

         21  such richness and strength to this great City which

         22  we hold dear.

         23                 As our national day of Thanksgiving

         24  draws near, we give you thanks for our country and

         25  for the principles upon which it was founded. Though
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          2  chasten by the specter of terrorism, may we come to

          3  value ever more deeply the freedoms which are so

          4  central to our way of life.

          5                 Bless the elected leadership of our

          6  City, our Mayor and his staff, and in a special way,

          7  the members of our City Council. Bless them with the

          8  wisdom and courage to consider well the matters

          9  entrusted to them, evaluating the complex issues of

         10  our time, with ethical concern and moral

         11  sensitivity, helping to fashion a social climate

         12  ever in the service of the common good. Bless them

         13  with a spirit of patience and a sense of mutual

         14  respect as they deliberate together as the benefit

         15  of all New Yorkers.

         16                 In a society sometimes angry, may

         17  their decisions foster healing and calm. In a world

         18  not always truthful, may they say what needs to be

         19  said. For the voiceless, may they provide a voice,

         20  to the powerless, may their decisions offer

         21  empowerment, for the emarginated and the alienated,

         22  may they seek to create a spirit of welcome. And

         23  when voices are raised which seek to divide and

         24  alienate, may their deliberations serve to unite a

         25  citizenry enriched by ever-varied ethnic, racial and
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          2  religious backgrounds.

          3                 In this time of severe financial

          4  shortfall, may their leadership inspire all New

          5  Yorkers to accept a fair share of the fiscal burden

          6  that has been thrust upon us, whatever that fair

          7  share may be.

          8                 Even as we remain ever vigilant in

          9  our concern for those most in need, those whom the

         10  scriptures poignantly name the least of the

         11  brethren, it is said of our country that America is

         12  great because America is good, but should America

         13  cease to be good, then America will cease to be

         14  great.

         15                 As we continue to struggle against

         16  the threat of terrorism, may we never become cynical

         17  as to the fundamental goodness of people, and may we

         18  working together rekindle the hopes and dreams so

         19  badly shattered by recent tragedies, for it is

         20  indeed in our shared goodness that this great City

         21  and our great nation can and will achieve still new

         22  greatness, yet always under your guidance and with

         23  the help of your grace, You, who are God, forever

         24  and ever, amen.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council
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          2  Member Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you. I

          4  want to thank Monsignor Thelan for coming here and

          5  giving us the invocation, and I make a motion to

          6  spread the invocation in full.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          8                 Adoption of the Minutes.

          9                 Council Member Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Mr. President

         11  Pro-Tem, I move that the minutes of the Stated

         12  Meeting from July 10th of 2002 be adopted as

         13  printed.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         15                 Messages and papers from the Mayor.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA:

         18  Communications from City, County and Borough

         19  Offices.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 371.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 372.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 373.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: And M 374.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

          5  Communications.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use

          8  Call-Ups.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA:

         11  Communications from the Speaker.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, today

         13  we're doing these three very important pieces of

         14  legislation, this Council has good reason to be

         15  extraordinary proud.

         16                 The first, the Predatory Lending

         17  legislation, is the legislation that responds

         18  directly to a terrible need in this City and across

         19  this country in truth. People are having their homes

         20  taking from them by creditors who appear to be

         21  offering fair business terms and in reality are

         22  skewing those so that it's almost impossible or

         23  impossible for those terms to be paid off.

         24                 This is a practice which is growing,

         25  which is well documented, and which is particularly
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          2  affecting inner-city communities, and that's why

          3  we're very proud that this legislation we believe is

          4  the most effective, most thoughtful and most

          5  innovative predatory lending legislation in the

          6  country. It goes directly to the heart of the

          7  matter. It puts into practice the principle that I

          8  believe all New Yorkers agree with, which is that we

          9  don't want to do business with people who are

         10  engaged in predatory lending.

         11                 And, so, I'm very proud of that

         12  legislation. I'm proud of the Energy Star

         13  legislation, which we're also considering today,

         14  because particularly at a time of fiscal difficulty,

         15  we need to be being thoughtful and creative about

         16  how to save money and how to make progress on other

         17  issues that are of importance to New Yorkers, the

         18  Energy Star Bill directly improve the environment of

         19  New York City by reducing our energy demand, and

         20  help the City's bottom line by reducing our

         21  expenses.

         22                 And, finally, today's Electrical Code

         23  legislation is precisely an example of legislation

         24  process that works, reaching out to those who build

         25  buildings, both in terms of the developer and the
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          2  construction community and labor, and also to

          3  thoughtful engineers and architects, and working

          4  together to create a consensus about how to

          5  implement the strongest measures to protect New

          6  York's residents and ensure better construction.

          7                 So, I'm very proud of these three

          8  bills, I certainly recommend them to you all. I will

          9  say to you now with regard to the budget that at the

         10  end of this meeting will recess this meeting,

         11  members should be prepared on several hours notice

         12  to come down and continue the work that we have been

         13  doing in terms of negotiating the budget

         14  modification and considering a potential property

         15  tax increase. At that point we will come back into

         16  place with this meeting so that we can dispose of

         17  this matter, in order to protect residents of the

         18  City of New York, by making sure that we act as

         19  quickly and as forthrightly as possible in

         20  addressing our fiscal concerns.

         21                 So, I once again want to bring to

         22  your attention that you should be staying in

         23  constant communication with the office about when

         24  and where additional meetings will arise, and at

         25  some point, hopefully early next week, we'll be
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          2  bringing this meeting back into session so that we

          3  can continue our work on behalf of the people of the

          4  City of New York.

          5                 With that, let me say two other

          6  points. Normally at the end of this meeting, but I

          7  want to say I have some very sad news, two pieces of

          8  very sad news. The first piece of news is that one

          9  of the Council employees, Christine McLaughlin's

         10  husband died last night. She was at his bedside and

         11  he died last night. It's a terrible tragedy.

         12                 And in addition, another Council

         13  employee, Howard Pollacks' father-in-law was run

         14  over and killed also last night, just two days after

         15  he got married. So, his wife's father was also

         16  suddenly killed.

         17                 Those are two terrible pieces of news

         18  and I know all of my colleagues, on behalf of these

         19  two very valued and loved staff members, want them

         20  and their families to know that we're thinking of

         21  them, and also that my office will have details and

         22  information with regard to the appropriate funeral

         23  arrangements, and you can certainly check with my

         24  office, we'll try to get that information to you as

         25  well so that you can express your condolences more
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          2  directly.

          3                 On that very sad note, I would

          4  conclude the Communication from the Speaker.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Discussions

          6  of General Orders.

          7                 Reports of Special Committees.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Reports of

         10  Standing Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         12  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

         13                 Intro. 67-A.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         15  general order calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 257-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: The bill was amended

         18  and laid over.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 331.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Reports of

         22  the Committee on Contracts.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         24  Committee on Contracts.

         25                 Intro. 156-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  general order calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 328.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: This item is coupled

          6  to be filed.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          8  Committee on Finance.

          9                 Preconsidered LU 320 and companion

         10  Reso 591.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: This item was coupled

         12  on the general order calender.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Governmental Operations.

         15                 Intro. 27-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         17  over.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 216-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Also amended and laid

         20  over.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         23                 Intro. 284.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: This item was coupled

         25  on the general order calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Land Use.

          4                 LU 225-A and companion Reso 592.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  general order calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 281 and

          8  companion Reso 593.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  general order calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 302 and

         12  companion Reso 594.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  general order calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         16  Committee of Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         17                 Preconsidered M 375 and companion

         18  Reso 595.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         20  order calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         22  376 and companion Reso 596.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  general order calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M
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          2  377 and companion Reso 597.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  general order calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          6  378 and companion Reso 598.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          8  general order calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         10  379 and companion Reso 599.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  general order calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         14  Reso 600.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  general order calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         18  Committee of Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

         19                 Intro. 70-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         21  over.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 146-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Also amended and laid

         24  over.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: General order
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          2  calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 211-A.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          6  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: This item is coupled

          8  on the general order calendar.

          9                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         10  call the roll on all items coupled on the general

         11  order calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Real quick, I

         17  have something to read into the record. Shall the

         18  following bills pass, Intro. 67-A, Predatory

         19  Lending; and Intro. 156-A, Energy Efficient

         20  Products, the objection of the Mayor is

         21  notwithstanding.

         22                 Continue the roll.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council member, could
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          2  you repeat what you said, please.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Thank you.

          5                 Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote aye on
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          2  all; except Intro. 67-A, I vote no.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Mr. Majority

          5  Leader, may I be briefly excused to explain my vote?

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  As the

          8  Council member for most of Canarsie, where I believe

          9  there are more victims of predatory lending than any

         10  other community in the City of New York, I am

         11  particularly pleased to reiterate my support for

         12  Intro. 67-A, and I vote aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all,

         17  with the exception of Intro. 67-A, in which I vote

         18  no, and Intro. 156-A, which I vote no.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzales.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALES: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Mr. Chair,

          8  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

         11                 I rise in support of Intro. 156-A,

         12  which is the Energy Efficient Products law. Under

         13  the circumstances, and our financial times in New

         14  York City, we must make every opportunity in order

         15  to make sure that we use energy efficient products

         16  in order to, one, use less energy; number two, save

         17  our environment; and number three, to save the City

         18  of New York money.

         19                 If not now, my fellow colleagues, I

         20  ask you when? And especially in the summertime when

         21  it's 95, 100 degrees, and Con Edison is saying they

         22  have to brown-out a certain area, and everyone says

         23  not my area. Well, if not now, when? And I ask all

         24  of you to support Intro. 156-A, which you'll vote

         25  today. And I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all;

          8  with exception of Resolution 600, on which I

          9  abstain.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote aye on

         12  all; except Intro. 67-A and 156-A, which I vote no.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: May I be

         23  excused to explain my vote?

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Just very
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          2  briefly, I want to thank Speaker Miller and Council

          3  Member Perkins for allowing this new law to come.

          4  It's going to give the veterans in our City a

          5  greater voice, increasing their numbers across the

          6  City, in determining their own destiny. I think we

          7  have had the privilege of speaking in this chamber,

          8  as I've mentioned, many times, because of the

          9  sacrifices that our veterans have made. So, it's

         10  easier for us to do this thanks to them. So, this is

         11  one of the things we needed to do for them.

         12                 Again, I thank Giff Miller and Bill

         13  Perkins. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         14                 Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'd like to

         17  be excused to explain my vote.

         18                 First I want to commend Council

         19  Member Nelson for the extraordinary leadership he

         20  provided in bringing to our attention the concerns

         21  of the veterans in crafting a bill that would

         22  empower them to have more influence over the

         23  appropriate committee, and in doing it in such a

         24  timely way such that it could be done during

         25  veterans awareness week, Veterans Recognition Week.
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          2  So, I want to thank him for that.

          3                 I want to vote aye on all, and

          4  commend Robert Sanders, Councilman Sanders, again,

          5  for the work they've done on the predatory lending,

          6  and want to at this time, however, ask to abstain on

          7  preconsidered M 376, the companion resolution 596,

          8  otherwise I vote aye on all.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I vote aye

         12  on all; with the exception of Intro. 67-A, I vote

         13  no; and Intro. 156-A I vote no.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Permission to

         20  explain my vote, sir?

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I am, as the

         23  Chair of Economic Development, and as the

         24  Councilperson in the heart of the predatory lending

         25  zone, one of the things that I have promised the
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          2  good people of my district that I would fight for is

          3  the end to the predators stealing their homes and

          4  their dreams from good American citizens. I'm very

          5  glad that it has reached this part. I'm sad that our

          6  Mayor has not joined us. I'm sure that we will have

          7  other issues where he can join us on the days to

          8  come.

          9                 I urge all of my colleagues, those

         10  who haven't voted please vote on this very important

         11  thing, let us not think of the politics, let's think

         12  of the people who are losing their homes.

         13                 I vote aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Can I explain my
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          2  vote?

          3                 I am particularly proud, and I want

          4  the people of Bedford Stuyvesant and all the

          5  community organizations that are involved, we

          6  compete with any other district in this City in

          7  terms of the instances of predatory lending,

          8  non-suspecting victims, if you will, citizens of our

          9  community who have been seized upon and,

         10  unfortunately, have lost their homes, lost their

         11  respect, and put in very difficult positions. This

         12  is very significant legislation, I'm very pleased to

         13  be a part of it. I very proudly vote for 67-A and

         14  aye on all the other issues.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Can I be excused

         21  to explain my vote?

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote aye on

         24  all; with the exception of Intro. 67-A, and Intro.

         25  156-A, I vote no on those.
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          2                 I'd just like to take a moment to

          3  talk about Intro. 284, and commend the Chair of the

          4  Housing and Buildings Committee, Council Member

          5  Provenzano. This is a complex and technical bill

          6  that really no one seems to be paying attention to,

          7  but we've essentially updated completely our

          8  electric code, and during the hearing I kidded

          9  Council Member Provenzano that the next witness was

         10  going to break out into Koom By Ah because everyone

         11  came and testified about how wonderful the process

         12  was.

         13                 I want to commend her and her staff,

         14  I want to commend the Administration, and I also

         15  would just like to put on the record that here was a

         16  very complicated technical bill that the Council was

         17  able to pass at the very same time that we were

         18  negotiating a budget, makes one wonder about other

         19  pieces of legislation that apparently we can't do

         20  simultaneously as we do a budget.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Miller.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I vote aye

          4  on all, and could I be marked present, please?

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Hearing no

          6  objections, so ordered.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          8  Member Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all

         10  three coupled orders, please.

         11                 Aye on all items.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: All items on

         13  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

         14  vote of 45 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         15  and zero abstentions; with the exceptions of Intro.

         16  67-A, which was adopted with 40 affirmative, five

         17  negative and zero abstentions; and Intro. 156-A,

         18  which was also adopted 41 in the affirmative, four

         19  negative, zero abstentions; and Resolution 600,

         20  which was adopted 44 affirmative, one in the

         21  negative, zero abstentions; and with the exception

         22  of M 376 and Reso 596, which was adopted 44 in the

         23  affirmative, zero negative, and one abstention.

         24                 Pardon me. Actually Resolution 600

         25  was adopted with 44 in the affirmative, zero
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          2  negative and one abstention.

          3                 Introduction and Reading of the

          4  Bills.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          6  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          7  agenda.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Discussions

          9  of Resolutions.

         10                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         12  Mr. Chair.

         13                 It's good to see you there. Mr.

         14  Chair, I just want to speak in favor of Resolution

         15  574. I believe in the competitive bidding as much as

         16  the next person, but I think throughout New York

         17  City's history, we have given much of our business

         18  to other cities and states around the country, much

         19  more than we should have, and our dollars have

         20  flowed out instead of keeping them here and

         21  encouraging self-sufficiency, and especially after

         22  9/11, it's time for us to re-examine our whole

         23  approach to procurement in this City, and ensure

         24  both in the public sector and the private sector

         25  that our dollars stay within the borders of New York
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          2  City and that we ensure that our businesses benefit

          3  from the huge amount of spending that New York City

          4  government does and that firms within New York do.

          5                 So, I think that this resolution

          6  calling for Made in New York Day, could help spark a

          7  movement toward greater and greater economic

          8  self-sufficiency in New York City, taking care of

          9  our own people with our own purchasing. Thank you.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: We'll go into

         11  the resolution section now.

         12                 Resolution 574, all in favor?

         13                 All opposed?

         14                 Reso 574 is adopted.

         15                 General Discussion.

         16                 Council Member Barron is first.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         18  sir. I just want to -- and don't count this toward

         19  my time. Don't start my two minutes yet. I just

         20  wanted to say happy birthday to Councilman Al Vann,

         21  who is celebrating a birthday, and who is only 21

         22  years old this day, Councilman Al Vann.

         23                 I just want to say to my colleagues

         24  as we go forth and deal with this budget mod that we

         25  continue to remember that it's time for us to truly
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          2  in the future, since we can't do it right now, but

          3  the rich must begin to pay for some of this budget

          4  crises that we're having, so that when we go into

          5  the negotiations after this budget mod, we have to

          6  get this Mayor to stop protecting the stock transfer

          7  tax, stop protecting those who make 150,000 and

          8  more, stop protecting absentee landlords. We cannot

          9  continue to balance this budget off the backs of

         10  poor people, and we cannot cut our way out of this

         11  budget crisis. So, as we go forth in our

         12  deliberations, I want us to keep that in mind.

         13                 And then I'd like to invite all my

         14  colleagues to a seminar that we're having on our

         15  Zimbabwe trip. We have the report completed. We did

         16  go to Zimbabwe and meet with all factions in

         17  Zimbabwe, and we're going to show a film and have a

         18  complete report on that trip, and I must say that we

         19  should take trips and bring reports back so that the

         20  Council can learn from both sides of struggles, if

         21  we're going to go on trips abroad and learn more

         22  about what's happening in the world by submitting

         23  reports to the Council and reports to the community.

         24  So, that will be this Saturday at Reverend Herbert

         25  Daughtry's church, and that's at 415 Atlantic
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          2  Avenue, 4:00 Saturday.

          3                 Finally, for the CUNY students, we

          4  have to save our scholarships in the community

          5  colleges, and I hope people bear in mind that the

          6  Hunter College Campus school that is suffering

          7  severe cuts, we need to rethink that approach to

          8  balancing the budget.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Speaker

         11  Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just want to,

         13  following on our birthday announcer Charles Barron,

         14  I want to note that tomorrow is Council Member

         15  Clarke's birthday. There is good news on the way.

         16  Happy birthday, Yvette.

         17                 Also, immediately after Council

         18  Member Clarke's birthday, so all you folks at home

         19  can know, Mike Nelson will be turning 35 on

         20  Saturday.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         22  Member Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Flowing along,

         24  thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         25                 My colleagues, Reso 588, right now
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          2  it's the pistol and revolver ballistic

          3  identification databank law. This would help law

          4  enforcement agencies track down those who shoot

          5  people, murderers, would-be murderers, and it would

          6  close the loophole, and it would require that also

          7  included among the weaponry to be looked into would

          8  be assault weapons, rifles, and long-barreled

          9  weapons as well.

         10                 It's not in there right now. So, look

         11  into that. It will help save lives, it will help

         12  capture criminals.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         15  Member Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         17  very much.

         18                 I want to take a moment of my five

         19  minutes to belatedly congratulate Council Member

         20  Charles Barron on his 20th wedding anniversary as of

         21  November the 13th. Yay, 20 years.

         22                 I would also, however, like to bring

         23  to your attention a few resos.

         24                 Number one, Reso 314, I want to bring

         25  to your attention is the slavery disclosure for
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          2  businesses seeking City contracts.

          3                 This is a local law determining the

          4  responsibility of City contractors to search their

          5  past and reveal whether they have engaged in or

          6  profited from slavery. Such companies, for example,

          7  Aetna Insurance Company, when it was found insured

          8  slave-holders interest in slaves, has been found to

          9  have directly profited from such commerce.

         10                 In order for a company to have the

         11  requisite business integrity to be found a

         12  responsible bidder in New York City, it must

         13  disclose the truth.

         14                 I also would like to bring to your

         15  attention Reso 589, the World AIDS Day of December

         16  1st, 2002. This resolution recognizes December 1st,

         17  2002 as World AIDS Day in New York City. This will

         18  mark the 15th annual World AIDS Day. The New York

         19  City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene reports

         20  that by December 31st, 2001, New York City had

         21  recorded 126,130 cumulative cases of AIDS, and

         22  77,992 deaths from the disease.

         23                 New York City Department of Mental

         24  Health and Hygiene also reports 2,011 cumulative

         25  pediatric AIDS cases.
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          2                 The Council for the past two fiscal

          3  years has allocated $5 million for HIV/AIDS

          4  services, which include aggressive prevention,

          5  education and treatment programs, especially focused

          6  on communities of color.

          7                 So, I bring those two resolutions to

          8  your attention. Thank you very much.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER MARTINEZ: Council

         10  Member DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

         12                 I'm told the proper title is Mr.

         13  President Pro-Tem, so thank you, Mr. President.

         14                 Several items. First, I want to thank

         15  all the Council members who joined with us earlier

         16  on the question of the fire station cuts, and I want

         17  to thank all of them, and a lot of them came from

         18  communities that are not suffering an immediate cut

         19  but it was an amazing show of solidarity.

         20                 I particularly want to thank Council

         21  Member Oddo for what he said: The Staten Island

         22  Delegation chose to make stopping the fire station

         23  cuts a high priority even though no stations in

         24  Staten Island are affected. I think that's a

         25  particularly strong show of solidarity and we
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          2  appreciate that deeply.

          3                 And, second, I want to say, I want to

          4  thank everyone in this Council who has continued

          5  their strong support for child care. This Council

          6  did something truly historic in June by starting the

          7  first step forward for child care in New York City

          8  in many, many years.

          9                 As you know, in the proposed budget

         10  modification we would take a step back and, again, I

         11  thank all my colleagues for defending child care and

         12  making sure that the Council's priorities from June

         13  continue to be recognized.

         14                 Lastly, on the question of the

         15  Administration for Children's Services, particularly

         16  the preventative services it provides to keep

         17  children from being harmed and to keep them from

         18  having to fall into foster care, this Council needs

         19  to come to the defense of the Administration for

         20  Children Services. It's taking some of the worst

         21  budget cuts of any agency, and particularly

         22  preventative services. The City has come a long way

         23  in stopping child abuse over the last decade.

         24  Preventative services are on the front line of

         25  ensuring that children are not harmed, and that
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          2  families are not broken up.

          3                 Our beacon programs where a lot of

          4  the ACS preventative services are located are

          5  particularly effective.

          6                 We've got to make sure after a decade

          7  of progress we don't slip back, we don't see

          8  children hurt, we don't see families broken up. So,

          9  please help us protect ACS preventative services.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Councilwoman

         12  Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Thank you. I

         14  would like to bring to the attention Intro. 308.

         15                 There are neighborhoods in our

         16  community where the curbside space of entire blocks

         17  is allocated to bus stops.

         18                 This severely limits the amount of

         19  street parking available to the public.

         20                 In addition, many bus routes situated

         21  along the City congested commercial streets inhibit

         22  the loading and unloading of commercial goods.

         23                 This situation has had a negative

         24  affect on our local businesses, and has

         25  inconvenienced consumers.
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          2                 I am introducing an amendment to

          3  existing local law that would clarify an unclear and

          4  confusing procedure the Department of Transportation

          5  employs for the designation of block space for bus

          6  stops.

          7                 I urge my colleagues to please

          8  support Intro. 308.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         11  Member Davis.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you.

         13                 I just want to speak for a little

         14  while on senior citizen cuts.

         15                 There's two proposed senior citizen

         16  centers within my district, Farragut Senior Citizen

         17  Center and Atlantic Terminal Senior Citizen Center.

         18  Although these cuts may not take effect or not take

         19  effect now, but some time in June of 2004, I want to

         20  make clear that we will be on the forefront as we

         21  join with other senior citizens, and other Council

         22  members, and to make it very clear that we will not

         23  neglect nor forget our senior citizens.

         24                 And I do believe, and I want to

         25  assure the senior citizens within my district, that
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          2  come June you will be protected, and I believe and

          3  would like to believe that this Mayor will come to

          4  his senses when it comes to senior citizen cuts.

          5                 We must protect those that have paved

          6  the way for us, realizing that they have made the

          7  contributions, if it were not for them we would not

          8  be here.

          9                 So, a community of people must be

         10  judged by how you treat your senior citizens. We

         11  cannot, should not, most definitely will not allow

         12  senior citizen cuts to take place, so I urge us not

         13  to leave, not one senior citizen center behind, not

         14  leave one senior citizen person behind.

         15                 Also, as a retired police officer we

         16  must not allow cuts to firehouses, and I, too,

         17  commend the City Council as standing up, because

         18  lives must be protected, as we also fought for the

         19  37 ambulance tours to continue.

         20                 So, this Council is committed to

         21  safety. This Council is committed to protecting the

         22  less fortunate. This Council is committed to

         23  protecting all the people of our great City.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         25  Member Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

          3                 I just wanted to mention with all the

          4  budget discussions going on, that I think that a

          5  number of my colleagues have mentioned the

          6  possibility of offering amnesty for a variety of

          7  issues. In parking violations I think there's about

          8  $800,000 of uncollected funds, and I think within

          9  amnesty that would abate the penalty and interest,

         10  we could collect a half a million dollars there, as

         11  well as some of the taxes, in addition to the ECB

         12  violations. So, I think the state started the

         13  amnesty recently, and I think it would be a

         14  wonderful idea if we could get some money back from

         15  the uncollected and be able to reduce the cuts or

         16  the tax increases that have been discussed recently.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         19  Member Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         21  Mr. Chair.

         22                 I want to thank the Administration

         23  and our Speaker, Speaker Miller, for their

         24  solidarity in the commemoration of the year after

         25  Flight 587, and the support that they showed to the
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          2  family members who lost loved ones when we did the

          3  commemoration of that tragic event that touched

          4  every New Yorker.

          5                 I also want to stand to speak about

          6  Intro. 311, the naming of Luis M. Beltre Place in

          7  the Borough of Manhattan, specifically on 183rd

          8  Street. This is a young man who unfortunately died

          9  as a result of being a sickle cell anemia. This is a

         10  disease that we will find in many African-American

         11  and Latino communities, and to commemorate him and

         12  to remember him, a young man who showed a lot of

         13  support in our community, a young man who gave

         14  countless hours of volunteerism in the community,

         15  who went on to also become a school teacher in the

         16  local school district, we want to commemorate him

         17  and remember him as someone who always gave a lot to

         18  the community and died at a young age, and also,

         19  most importantly, to bring attention to this tragic

         20  and terrible disease that keep taking the lives of

         21  many African and Latino members of our City, and

         22  also to bring attention to more resources, to the

         23  study for the cure of sickle cell anemia in our

         24  communities.

         25                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          3  Member Brewer.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          5  much.

          6                 I rise to follow some of my

          7  colleagues on the senior citizen cuts, but very

          8  specifically on the Natural Occurring Retirement

          9  Communities, known as NORCs, in public housing.

         10                 I was there some years ago when the

         11  NORC program was initiated and I've been around the

         12  non-profit world for about 30 years, and I will

         13  maintain that the NORC program is the most

         14  innovative non-profit concept in the United States.

         15  The idea is that seniors stay in their homes and in

         16  their communities with minimal support and minimal

         17  funding.

         18                 I spoke to Commissioners of Aging and

         19  Housing Authority today just to reiterate my

         20  support. There are seven of them slated for cutting.

         21  There are many more NORCs in the City of New York,

         22  but let's be clear, the seven that are slated are

         23  for the lowest income in the NORC program. The only

         24  program slated for cutting in the NORC world are the

         25  ones run with the Housing Authority, and that's
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          2  because the other NORCs are a public/private

          3  partnership with those who contribute from the

          4  private sector and the rental and management

          5  companies.

          6                 So, I hope that we all will feel very

          7  strongly about making sure that the poorest New

          8  Yorkers in our Housing Authority get to also be part

          9  of the most innovative non-profit concept in the

         10  United States.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         13  very much.

         14                 Council Member Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         16  Mr. Chair.

         17                 I rise as a concerned member of this

         18  City Council and a resident of New York City

         19  concerning the proposed closing of the budget for

         20  '03 and our predicament in the future.

         21                 I've said to members of my community

         22  when they asked me what are my priorities, and I say

         23  that the safety and the security of the residents of

         24  our district is a number one priority. If people are

         25  afraid to walk into the streets and afraid to go
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          2  into their building, then it doesn't matter where

          3  you live at, you're afraid, and no one should be

          4  afraid to do that. And obviously, when it comes to

          5  our Fire Department, just a fire yesterday morning

          6  where we all woke up and listened to the news where

          7  over 200 people were forced out of their homes as a

          8  result of a fire in Council Member Perkins'

          9  District, and knowing that many fire officers were

         10  wounded in this particular item, that clearly shows

         11  us that we must consider the safety and security of

         12  the residents as our primary responsibility.

         13                 Education is very dear to my heart,

         14  and though we say that we're not going to have any

         15  cuts to the classroom, in fact, under the Mayor's

         16  proposal there will be cuts at Hunter College High

         17  School, directly to the classroom where teachers

         18  will be terminated, or let go, or reassigned from

         19  the classroom. So, it is having a direct affect.

         20                 And, clearly, the seniors of our

         21  community we must protect at all costs. These are

         22  individuals that worked all their lives to make New

         23  York City better and we cannot turn our backs on

         24  them during these tough times. We must look after

         25  them.
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          2                 So, I beg all of us to consider all

          3  things when dealing with this budget.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          6  very much.

          7                 Council Member Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you, Mr.

          9  President. That sounds good. I join my colleagues in

         10  calling the attention of the entire Council and the

         11  public at large to the plight of some of our most

         12  vulnerable seniors and at the same time those who

         13  have contributed exceedingly to our community, and

         14  that is our seniors who reside in NYCHA housing.

         15                 The proposed budget cuts includes, as

         16  my colleagues have pointed out, elimination of the

         17  NORCs in those buildings. Let it be clear, the

         18  affect of the elimination of those NORCs will cut

         19  out their senior centers which take place within the

         20  building as part of the NORC program, because the

         21  surrounding senior centers are overcrowded already,

         22  we are in effect pulling the life rug under, out

         23  from under the feet of these seniors.

         24                 Now, the Department for the Aging

         25  will point to NYCHA and say they are just
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          2  transferring financial responsibility to the Public

          3  Housing Authority, however, this cut is being

          4  proposed without any assurance from NYCHA that they

          5  will be able to pick up this item.

          6                 This is a disgraceful shuffling of

          7  the deck playing with the lives of people, of our

          8  seniors. There should be no such proposal until the

          9  assurance is received that these programs can

         10  continue.

         11                 All other seniors, we face in June

         12  the upcoming battle to save all of our senior

         13  centers, but these NORC-related senior centers are

         14  in immediate jeopardy, and I urge the Council and my

         15  colleagues to make sure that these seniors are not

         16  sold out in a bureaucratic shuffling game.

         17                 I would just point out that many of

         18  those senior centers in the NORC program are in my

         19  district, in Lower Manhattan, just a few blocks from

         20  Ground Zero. These seniors have been through the

         21  worst of the worst, and they deserve this extension

         22  of their communities as an additional senior center,

         23  the Caring Community Senior Center, which is not a

         24  NYCHA NORC, but is located just a few blocks from

         25  Ground Zero, that is also on the list for closure.
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          2  It is a disgrace that any senior center should

          3  close, especially those, and I urge my colleagues to

          4  protect our seniors immediately.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 Seeing no more speakers, I will

          9  recess the meeting.

         10                 (Hearing recessed at 3:00 p.m.)
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