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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Erik

          3  Martin Dilan, my friend and colleague, who has a

          4  proclamation to present to the Brooklyn Puerto Rican

          5  Puerto Rican Day Parade Committee.

          6                 Council Member Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, at this

          8  time I would like to call forward the members of the

          9  organizing committee of the Brooklyn Puerto Rican

         10  Day Parade, and I'd like them to just briefly

         11  introduce themselves to the Council, and I will ask

         12  my colleagues to join.

         13                 MR. ANDOLAN: Thank you. My name is

         14  Enriques Andolan (phonetic), and I'm the President

         15  of the Brooklyn Puerto Rican Day Parade. To my left,

         16  the Vice President Andre Shari (phonetic), to my

         17  right, my coordinator, Jordan, Herbert Lopez and

         18  Joey.

         19                 I'd like to, in behalf of the

         20  Brooklyn Puerto Rican Day Parade, to extend to you,

         21  Councilman, and invitation to join us on Sunday,

         22  August 18th, in celebration of our 9th Brooklyn

         23  Puerto Rican Day Parade.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I just want to

         25  say a few works. Mr. Sandivar has been organizing
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          2  this Parade on Grand Avenue in Brooklyn for so many

          3  years, and you know, I don't think too many people

          4  know how much hard work and effort goes into

          5  organizing a parade.

          6                 I know former Council Member, now

          7  City Clerk Robles, used to lend his assistance in

          8  organizing this, and on behalf of the community of

          9  Bushwick and Williamsburg, we thank you for all your

         10  efforts.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

         12  Member Dilan.

         13                 I will ask the clerk to read the

         14  proclamation.

         15                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         16  New York is proud and pleased to welcome the 9th

         17  Annual Brooklyn Puerto Rican Day Parade, and to

         18  thank the Brooklyn Puerto Rican Day Parade Committee

         19  for the great effort it has made to make the parade

         20  a reality; and

         21                 Whereas: The Brooklyn Puerto Rican

         22  Day Parade is a fine example of cultural pride and

         23  history, honoring the contributions that Puerto

         24  Ricans have made and an integral part of the

         25  diversity fabric of the cultures that has made our
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          2  City great.

          3                 Whereas: The Brooklyn Puerto Rican

          4  Day Parade Committee has worked long and hard to

          5  make this day a special moment of celebration in

          6  which all New Yorkers can share in the rich culture

          7  of the Puerto Rican community; and

          8                 Whereas: The Grand Marshal of this

          9  year's Parade is the Honorable Dr. Antonia Novello,

         10  who has served the City and the nation and the

         11  community with pride and distinction; now,

         12  therefore,

         13                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         14  City of New York proudly welcomes the Brooklyn

         15  Puerto Rican Day Parade to our City.

         16                 Signed this 14th day of August in the

         17  Year 2002, Gifford Miller, Speaker, for the Entire

         18  Council; Erik Martin Dilan, Council Member, 37th

         19  District, Brooklyn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, I would

         21  just like to add that Dr. Novello, who is the Grand

         22  Marshal of this year's parade is the first Hispanic

         23  to serve as the State Commissioner of Health. She

         24  was the first Hispanic female Surgeon General, and

         25  we are pleased to have her for this year's event.
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          2  Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, my

          4  colleagues. Thank you.

          5                 My colleagues, if I could ask James

          6  Gardella to come up. Is James here? There he is. And

          7  your wife and son should come up. Come on up.

          8                 We have a proclamation to present to

          9  you. You know, you're a familiar face to us in the

         10  Council, we've done an awful lot of great things

         11  together, and we're very proud of the service that

         12  you've given to this City, and we wanted to have

         13  this opportunity to say thank you to you for

         14  everything you've done on behalf of the City, and

         15  also, of course, you know, it's fun to have somebody

         16  who's fun to work with and you always have had a

         17  good sense of humor and taken a very friendly and

         18  positive approach with us, and it meant a lot to us

         19  because sometimes it's difficult. And I want to

         20  apologize for us being difficult, because I'm sure

         21  that we gave you an awful lot of antacid

         22  opportunities over the years. But thank you for

         23  everything you did.

         24                 And if the Clerk could read the

         25  Proclamation?

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            8

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          3  of New York, Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is pleased and proud to honor James Joseph

          6  Gardella for more than 30 years of outstanding

          7  service to the City; and

          8                 Whereas: For the past three decades,

          9  James Gardella has been involved in and has made

         10  many significant contributions to all aspects of

         11  urban planning, preservation and development in New

         12  York City; and

         13                 Whereas: From his early work in the

         14  1970s as Deputy Director at the New York City

         15  Department of City Planning to his seven years as a

         16  special assistant to the Brooklyn Borough

         17  President's Office, Mr. Gardella has been an ardent

         18  and talented administrator whose commitment to civic

         19  values has helped to clarify and inform numerous

         20  land use issues; and

         21                 Whereas: In 1997, Mr. Gardella

         22  received high recognition for his dedication to the

         23  City when he was appointed the Assistant

         24  Commissioner of Intergovernmental Affairs at the New

         25  York City Department of Housing Preservation and
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          2  Development; and

          3                 Whereas: Among his many contributions

          4  as Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Gardella's insights

          5  and opinions have been of enormous value to members

          6  of the Council's Land U se Division, where he has

          7  ably and most informatively represented the

          8  interests of the HPD during public hearings by

          9  delivering testimony on legislation and land use

         10  development projects; and

         11                 Whereas: Through tenacity, vision and

         12  hard work, James Gardella has proven himself an

         13  essential force in helping to preserve and further

         14  develop New York City's unique urban landscape; he

         15  has been truly invaluable to the Council, and it is

         16  with heartfelt thanks that we wish him the very best

         17  in his retirement; now, therefore,

         18                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         19  City of New York most honors James Gardella for his

         20  outstanding service to the City and the community.

         21                 Signed this 15th day of August in the

         22  Year 2002, Gifford Miller, Speaker for the Entire

         23  Council.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         25                 Do you want to say a few words?
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          2                 MR. GARDELLA: Thank you all. I'm

          3  going to be brief.

          4                 I just think it's ironic that it was

          5  read by your City Clerk, who the first three or four

          6  or five or six times I had a meeting with him in my

          7  present job as Assistant Commissioner at HPD, I

          8  would go back to my office and say to anyone who

          9  would listen, why is that man yelling at me?

         10                 But later I learned that many other

         11  members are capable of yelling at me, but I want to

         12  thank you all very much. To the extent that I didn't

         13  meet your expectations, the failings were mine. To

         14  the extent that I met or exceeded your expectations,

         15  it was because of professional staff of government

         16  and housing experts back at 100 Gold Street that

         17  would make me look good at the microphone here,

         18  which was pretty much of a full-time task sometimes

         19  on their part, and also two administrations, the

         20  Giuliani and the Bloomberg Administration, which

         21  allowed me to do this job in the way that I thought

         22  it ought to be done.

         23                 And finally, I would be remiss if I

         24  didn't mention all of your own staff, both at the

         25  district office and at City Hall, sometimes I only
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          2  knew them as a name on the phone, but they were very

          3  helpful in my getting information to you when I

          4  needed to, and, frankly, to avoid some of you when I

          5  felt I needed to avoid some of you.

          6                 And I would like to particularly

          7  single out from the Speaker's staff the Land Use

          8  office, Gail Benjamin, Carol Schein and their entire

          9  office; Terzah Nasser at the Housing and Buildings

         10  Committee; and David Pechefsky at the Finance

         11  Committee. Thank you all very much for your

         12  patience.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Here you

         14  go, don't forget your proclamation.

         15                 Council Member Sanders is going to

         16  bring in a special presentation. This is becoming a

         17  biweekly affair, James. Your district is the most

         18  creative and impressive in the City.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I want that

         20  to be our secret, sir.

         21                 I'm very proud to be here this

         22  afternoon. You can bring that right in the middle,

         23  right around there.

         24                 As it is well known, we had a

         25  disaster at 9/11 and this disaster has to be
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          2  responded to by all of the citizens of New York.

          3                 I'm pleased that we have been graced

          4  with one of our artists in New York City, Mr. Eric

          5  Thomas, who is a resident of my district and, of

          6  course, is employed by New York City Housing

          7  Authority.

          8                 He, working with his children, Mr.

          9  Thomas found a way of helping the City heal, helping

         10  to find ways that not only that the City heals, that

         11  we remember those who passed before us. So, without

         12  further ado, why don't we unveil one artistic way of

         13  striking back at terror, striking back for the

         14  health of New York City.

         15                 Here is a mural being dedicated to

         16  the City of New York, carved in wood. You can find

         17  the former Mayor, if you look hard you may find

         18  yourself, as you should.

         19                 So, let me let the real artists speak

         20  for a moment or two.

         21                 Mr. Thomas.

         22                 MR. THOMAS: Good afternoon,

         23  everybody. My name is Eric Thomas. I'm here with my

         24  family, Eric, Jr., Julias, and Rayshona, my wife

         25  couldn't make it. Theresa. I wanted to do something
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          2  in wood burning to express myself through art,

          3  because a lot of other, many people wanted to do

          4  something but didn't get a chance to or didn't know

          5  how to and I wanted to express myself through art by

          6  making one of these wood burnings to donate to the

          7  City Council, so that way the people could see some

          8  of the artwork that we do out in the Rockaways.

          9                 So, on behalf of my family, I'd like

         10  to present this to the City Council, an attribute to

         11  the World Trade Center. And I thank you so much.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. And we're

         13  enormously grateful for the generosity of your gift,

         14  for giving directly from your heart, from your soul.

         15  Thank you.

         16                 If the Clerk could briefly read the

         17  citation.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: City Council

         19  Citation.

         20                 Whereas: A great city is only as

         21  great as those persons who give exemplary service to

         22  their communities, whether through participation in

         23  voluntary programs, through unique personal

         24  achievement in their professional or other

         25  endeavors, or simply through a lifetime of good
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          2  citizenry; and

          3                 Whereas: The Council resolves that as

          4  a duly elected body we find in Eric Thomas, and in

          5  him we have an outstanding citizen, one who is

          6  worthy of the esteem of both the community and the

          7  great City of New York.

          8                 Mr. Speaker.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         10  Thank you.

         11                 Council Member Perkins. Thank you.

         12  And if we could ask Janet Ford to come up. This is

         13  getting depressing. It's like every meeting people

         14  are leaving, I don't know what sort of a ship we

         15  are.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: They're

         17  moving on. They're taking this experience.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's right, they're

         19  building on it.

         20                 We have a proclamation, but Janet,

         21  thank you for all of your service, not only to me

         22  and to Bill, but to all of us here in the Council

         23  and for my colleagues before, we appreciate all your

         24  service to the Council, and we're going to miss you.

         25                 Victor.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            15

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          3  of New York, Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is pleased and proud to honor Janet Ford

          6  for her outstanding work as Counsel to the Committee

          7  on Governmental Operations; and

          8                 Whereas: Over the years the Council

          9  has had a number of exceptional attorneys within its

         10  ranks, individuals who have been essential to

         11  articulating the concerns and contributing to the

         12  success of specific communities; and

         13                 Whereas: Janet Ford is one such

         14  individual, and is without question one of our best

         15  and brightest attorneys; Janet began her career with

         16  the New York City Council in May 2000 and has served

         17  as the Counsel to the Committee on Government

         18  Operations, working with Chairman of the Committee,

         19  Deputy Majority Leader Bill Perkins, since January

         20  2002; and

         21                 Whereas: With Janet as Counsel, the

         22  Committee has been able to accomplish a tremendous

         23  amount of work and has conducted several important

         24  hearings on a variety of issues under consideration

         25  by the committee, issues such as Archival
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          2  legislation - a bill that would strengthen the

          3  standards for the control and preservation of

          4  certain city records, thereby helping to secure the

          5  City's history for future generations; and

          6                 Whereas: Janet's diligence and

          7  dedication were evident in her work on the

          8  Committee's hearing on Reparations, which called on

          9  the City of New York to establish a commission to

         10  study compensation to the descendants of slaves as a

         11  result of the City's role in legal slavery; thanks

         12  to her effectiveness, the hearing was groundbreaking

         13  both for the Council and the Committee; and

         14                 Whereas: Janet has proven herself to

         15  be a skillful negotiator and talented litigator

         16  whose contributions have helped the City Council

         17  develop into the co-equal branch of City government,

         18  the way the latest City Charter envisioned it to be;

         19  and

         20                 Whereas: As Chairman of the Committee

         21  on Governmental Operations and on behalf of my

         22  office and staff, I want to thank Janet Ford for her

         23  exceptional insight and guidance as Committee

         24  Counsel; her contributions have been vital to our

         25  success and it is with the deepest gratitude of this
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          2  legislative body that we wish her the very best in

          3  all future endeavors; now, therefore,

          4                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          5  City of New York most gratefully honors Janet Ford

          6  for her exceptional service to the Council, the City

          7  and the community.

          8                 Signed this 15th day of August in the

          9  year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         10  for the Entire Council; Bill Perkins, Deputy

         11  Majority Leader and Council Member.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Janet, thank you so

         13  much.

         14                 MS. FORD: Thank you.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: And we'd love to have

         16  you say a few words.

         17                 MS. FORD: I'm kind of speechless,

         18  which is unusual for a lawyer, but I really want to

         19  thank everyone here. It's been wonderful. I want to

         20  thank the Speaker, and it's been marvelous working

         21  with Bill Perkins, whose high intelligence and

         22  ability to lead has inspired me, and I will be

         23  taking that forward with me.

         24                 I also think that all the people who

         25  I am leaving behind should get a proclamation, and I
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          2  thank you so much. You don't have to leave to get a

          3  proclamation for the ongoing work you do here, which

          4  is quite challenging.

          5                 And just the final thing is, it's

          6  been quite something being a part of running this

          7  big City, the whole world depends on, and it's been

          8  a privilege, and I hope to see all of you again in

          9  the future.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Janet.

         12                 Next meeting we're doing

         13  proclamations for everyone who stays.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Present.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Present.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         22  quorum.

         23                 Invocation delivered by Father James

         24  Hayes.

         25                 All stand, please.
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          2                 FATHER HAYES: God, our creator,

          3  throughout time in history you have chosen stewards,

          4  guardians of the public trust, leaders of this great

          5  City.

          6                 We stop this day and pay inner

          7  attention to our common vocation, as stewards and

          8  guardians dedicated to the public service.

          9                 We stand in the spirit of unity,

         10  gratitude and courage. We gather this day in this

         11  most historic chamber as members of this City

         12  Council, we seek guidance, inner courage and wisdom.

         13                 As members of this Council, we gather

         14  in this spirit of unity to discuss and vote on

         15  proposals and concerns that will enhance the quality

         16  of life for all.

         17                 Allow these members of this Council

         18  to administer their office in righteousness, let

         19  them encourage due respect for all life and

         20  diversity, and as they administer their office, let

         21  the spirit of right judgment speak to each heart.

         22                 As members of this City Council we

         23  gather as stewards of this City, and as stewards, we

         24  need to create new paths, to discern new directions.

         25  May our deliberations, legislations and discussions
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          2  be filled with justice and mercy, and as stewards,

          3  let us also continue to plan and rebuild this great

          4  City, rebuild in the aftermath of the tragedy on

          5  what has been called "Ash Tuesday, September 11th."

          6                 We gather here also in the spirit of

          7  gratitude, a gratitude for all the gifts and talents

          8  bestowed on each and every one of us here today.

          9                 Let the spirit of gratitude also be

         10  tempered with the spirit of compassion, so that we

         11  as guardians of this City may reach out to all in

         12  need.

         13                 Assist these guardians gathered here

         14  this day, with counsel, inner fortitude and a

         15  healing spirit. Guide these men and women as they

         16  strive to foster political and civic reform. May

         17  they find that inner strength and wisdom to

         18  discharge their office with honesty and ability.

         19                 We gather here also with the spirit

         20  of courage, and as the stewards of the City vote in

         21  concern and discern. We ask for guidance in all our

         22  deliberations.

         23                 Let all of our legislation become the

         24  foundation of order, rule and good government. And

         25  may that same spirit of courage guide our decisions,
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          2  mindful always that justice and peace act as our own

          3  inner guide.

          4                 Finally, we gather in a spirit of

          5  remembrance. The last beam has been removed from

          6  Ground Zero, the recovery process has ended and now

          7  the rebuilding must move forward.

          8                 Our City is healing. Our City and its

          9  people are coming back. Let us offer a prayer for

         10  all who have been affected.

         11                 And we stand here today during these

         12  few weeks, prior to the first year after the World

         13  Trade Towers collapsed, we stop, reflect and pay

         14  inner attention to all that has occurred this past

         15  year.

         16                 Give us strength, guide us by an

         17  inner wisdom, and let the spirit of unity, gratitude

         18  and courage be with us this day.

         19                 Let us all respond in one voice and

         20  speak as servants, guardians and stewards of this

         21  City by saying amen.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Gioia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 I make a motion to spread the

          3  Invocation.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 Adoption of the Minutes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

          8  Papers from the Mayor.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 292.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, privileges and

         11  elections.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 293.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, privileges and

         14  elections.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         16  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 294.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Land Use.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 295.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Housing and

         21  Buildings.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 296.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Housing and

         24  Buildings.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions
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          2  and Communications.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          5  Call-Ups.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 297.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

          8  vote.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 298.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

         11  vote.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 299.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

         14  vote.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 300.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

         17  vote.

         18                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         19  call the roll on all items coupled on the Land Use

         20  call-up votes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         21  all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            29

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, I request permission to vote at this time

         11  on all matters. I need to leave early to attend to

         12  an urgent family medical situation.

         13                 Therefore, I would like to vote aye

         14  on all Land Use call-ups, all coupled general

         15  orders, and all items on the resolution calendar, if

         16  my colleagues would so allow. And I would just note

         17  that this includes the Resolution declaring

         18  September 11th, 2002 a special day of solemn

         19  remembrance to which I invite all of my colleagues

         20  to join me as an equal co-prime sponsor, by

         21  informing Gary Altman. And it also includes the very

         22  important resolution establishing an empire zone in

         23  parts of the lower east side, in Chinatown and the

         24  vicinity, and the resolution in support of Israel.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, I wish to vote in the affirmative on all
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          2  Land Use call-ups, and request unanimous consent of

          3  my colleagues to vote yes on all coupled general

          4  orders, and all items on the resolution calendar, as

          5  well.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          9  all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         18  all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          6  call-up vote in the affirmative, 45, negative zero.

          7                 Communication from the Speaker.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, there

          9  are a couple of items that I'd like to address you

         10  on today.

         11                 First is a resolution that we're

         12  voting on today regarding conflict in the Middle

         13  East.

         14                 I've just had the good fortune and

         15  privilege to visit Israel with a number of our

         16  colleagues here, and I say that it was good fortune

         17  and privilege because our mission was to extend to

         18  the people of Israel the solidarity of the people of

         19  New York, our concern for their plight and our

         20  support for their battle against terrorism.

         21                 So, I felt like I was going to give

         22  something to them, and what I got was so much more

         23  back.

         24                 People that I met with, the

         25  government officials that we saw, together showed
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          2  just tremendous resilience, such tremendous strength

          3  in the face of ongoing terrorism, daily concerns

          4  about their lives, the safety of their children, in

          5  the face of wanton terrorist attacks that claimed

          6  the lives of civilians.

          7                 And, so, what I came home with was a

          8  renewed hope for peace in the Middle East, and a

          9  renewed hope for the hope for the future. Because

         10  despite those attacks, everyone I met with agreed

         11  that they were committed to peace for the future.

         12  Everyone I met with agreed that this was not a

         13  battle with Palestinians, but a battle with

         14  terrorism, which is the same war that we're engaged

         15  in in this country. And everyone agreed that they

         16  would never back down, and that they would never let

         17  terrorism take them out of their daily lives. So, we

         18  saw people going or riding the buses, we saw people

         19  eating and other restaurants where it had been

         20  bombed. We saw people who refused, despite

         21  tremendous pressure, and I want to particularly

         22  acknowledge one woman we met with, Shoshana

         23  Goldstein, who had been shot and disabled from the

         24  chest down, as she was in a van on her way home from

         25  work, where people had been shot at before, and she
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          2  knew that she might get shot. And she was shot and

          3  she was disabled from the chest down, and she came

          4  and she met with us and she said, "I have no hatred.

          5  I believe in peace. And I will not surrender my

          6  right to go about my life the same way." And she

          7  still goes back and works at that same factory that

          8  she came from.

          9                 And she was an inspiration to me, and

         10  the message that I wanted to bring home was that

         11  people of Israel are resolved, as all, hopefully

         12  more people in the Middle East should be resolved,

         13  to eliminating terrorism, to eliminating violence

         14  and to moving forward with peace. And, so, we need

         15  to hold responsible those who support terrorism and

         16  this resolution calls upon the president of the

         17  United Nations to do so. Because if we can end

         18  terror, we can have meaningful peace in the Middle

         19  East, and it is our battle in New York especially

         20  after September 11th.

         21                 The other that I want to address you

         22  on is an item on the general order calendar, and

         23  that is Intro. 114-A.

         24                 There has been a fair amount of

         25  controversy and I think misinformation on this bill,
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          2  and I want to set the record straight.

          3                 This is a bill that I sponsored. I

          4  believe personally that the City of New York, which

          5  extends domestic partnership benefits to residents

          6  of this City who go down and registered with the

          7  clerk, should extend those same domestic partnership

          8  benefits to other people who register in whatever

          9  other way it is in their jurisdictions that they're

         10  entitled to register. And let me tell you why.

         11  Because if we have two individuals who registered as

         12  a civil union in the State of Vermont, and they come

         13  here and one of them is injured and goes to a City

         14  public hospital, their partner, who in Vermont has

         15  an officially recognized civil union, is not able to

         16  visit that person, because the City of New York

         17  doesn't recognize it as being as valid as our

         18  domestic partnership benefits.

         19                 And, so, I introduced this

         20  legislation to redress that point, because that is

         21  what we can do here in the City of New York. We can

         22  make sure that we expand the civil rights that we

         23  acknowledge to our citizens, to others. We can make

         24  sure that we take steps forward in treating every

         25  individual in this City and in this country and in
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          2  this world equally. We can do that ourselves.

          3                 Now, let me say this. There have been

          4  some who have said this is a gay marriage bill.

          5  There have been some who have said that this

          6  recognizes gay marriages. Personally I would support

          7  such a bill. I say that because I believe that

          8  marriage in a religious institution is a sacred

          9  thing, and when I got married, I married my wife

         10  before the State and before God, and before the

         11  State I received certain benefits, the rights to

         12  will, arrangements of our estate, health benefits,

         13  other benefits, and I believe, and I married my wife

         14  in front of the State in order to make that

         15  agreement, in order to make that commitment before

         16  the State. And I married my wife before God, and I

         17  made the commitment to God that I would forsake all

         18  others and make that commitment with my wife before

         19  God. And no one should ever tell anyone, no

         20  religious institution, no one should tell anyone

         21  that they have to perform that performance in a

         22  religious institution. No one should do that.

         23                 But in my opinion, the State should

         24  not extend these marriage benefits to some

         25  individuals and not to others.
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          2                 That is my belief. That is not what

          3  this bill does. And I don't think that we should let

          4  fear of the future, fear of that debate, prevent us

          5  from extending the same domestic partnership

          6  benefits that we provide to residents of the City of

          7  New York, to people who have other unions that are

          8  equivalent to domestic partnerships that we

          9  acknowledge are equivalent to our domestic

         10  partnership, and recognizing them to the extent that

         11  we can, as domestic partners.

         12                 So, if somebody has a civil union in

         13  one state, or if somebody has a domestic partnership

         14  in some other city, and some other state, or even if

         15  somebody has a marriage, some day, there are no

         16  marriages in United States of America, but there is

         17  a marriage in Holland. If somebody gets married in

         18  Holland and they come to this, two tourists come to

         19  this City, I think we should extend them domestic

         20  partner benefits.

         21                 I would like to go further myself

         22  personally, but I'm not sure that the rest of my

         23  colleagues here are ready for that, and regardless

         24  of that, we don't have the right or the power to do

         25  that. And, so, this bill does not do that. What it
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          2  does is make a modest step forward, and incremental

          3  step forward for equal treatment under our laws.

          4  Equal treatment under our laws. So, those who vote

          5  against this bill, in my opinion, are voting to not

          6  extend the rights and privileges that we extend to

          7  our citizens to others. And if we are to do that, I

          8  believe we set the civil rights movement back.

          9                 I believe that we are not being fair

         10  with ourselves and honest with ourselves.

         11                 We say these people are domestic

         12  partners in this City, they're domestic partners

         13  elsewhere. We're not saying that they're married,

         14  and what this bill does is recognize other

         15  arrangements as domestic partnerships. It does no

         16  more, and I won't let fear of that outcome, I won't

         17  let fear of the future stop us from doing what is

         18  right in this case.

         19                 So, I ask my colleagues to support

         20  this for what it is, and not what it is portrayed to

         21  be, but for what it is.

         22                 If it was what it was portrayed to

         23  be, I will stand here and ask you to support it for

         24  what it is portrayed to be. It is not.

         25                 So, I ask my colleagues to support
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          2  this bill. I hope that you will. And I thank you for

          3  your attention.

          4                 I want to allow the Chair of the

          5  Housing and Buildings Committee to say a few words

          6  on another important item that is on the general

          7  order calendar and it came out of our committee.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you,

          9  Mr. Speaker.

         10                 My former colleagues, I rise today to

         11  bring your attention to Intro. No. 203-A. This

         12  legislation would require the installation of

         13  sprinklers where flammable and combustable materials

         14  are stored below grade in mercantile establishments.

         15                 This bill was unanimously voted out

         16  of the Committee on Housing and Buildings on July

         17  24th.

         18                 The bill was drafted in response to a

         19  fire that occurred on June 17th, 2001, which was

         20  Father's Day, in Astoria, Queens.

         21                 It took the lives of three

         22  firefighters. The fire and an explosion occurred in

         23  the basement of a hardware store, where flammables

         24  and combustibles were being stored, and resulted in

         25  the deaths of firefighters John Downing of Ladder
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          2  163, Brian Fahey of Rescue Company 4, and Harry

          3  Ford, also of Rescue Company 4.

          4                 Although there were many factors that

          5  contributed to the fire, we do know that there was

          6  no sprinkler system in the basement to help contain

          7  that fire.

          8                 This bill was introduced with the

          9  support of fire officials and would impose new

         10  sprinkler requirements in new and existing buildings

         11  to address below grade areas in mercantile

         12  establishments.

         13                 It's hoped that these mandates will

         14  help reduce the threat of fires and save lives in

         15  the future. I would urge my colleagues to support

         16  this legislation and vote for it today.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         19  under General Orders. I'd like to clarify at this

         20  point that you have two minutes to discuss anything

         21  on the General Order Calendar that's up for vote.

         22                 Any comments for resolutions which

         23  are coming later on the agenda, you will get one

         24  minute to speak prior to the vote.

         25                 Council Member Diaz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you, Madam

          3  Chairlady. I'm just taking this minute to say a few

          4  words.

          5                 I heard the honorable Speaker of the

          6  House how passionate, how intensive was he with his

          7  description on his proposal about Introduction

          8  114-A, and I admire the Speaker for that passion,

          9  but I always have been supportive of the Speaker of

         10  this honorable house, however, Mr. Speaker, I have

         11  to start out today here and tell you that we vote no

         12  on that Introduction 114-A. We are denying anybody's

         13  right. You're wrong when you say that the marriage

         14  or whatever. I respectfully, respectfully disagree

         15  with you. And at this time, Mr. Speaker, is the

         16  first time that I publicly will vote against you.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Just for

         21  clarification, Madam Public Advocate, I assume that

         22  the resolution seems to be on the General Order

         23  Calendar, Resolution 432, is in fact, appropriate

         24  for discussion at this time under our new rule?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, it is
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          2  not.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: No?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You can only

          5  have one minute to discuss it prior to, later on

          6  prior to the vote. Sorry about that.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: All right.

          8  So, that's going to come up later?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: A point of

         11  information for colleagues. It's on the General

         12  Order Calendar if it says coupled under general

         13  order. If it says adopted by the committee, adopted

         14  by the committee, adopted by the committee, as it

         15  does in various resolutions, and it's a resolution,

         16  that means that it's on the resolution part of the

         17  calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         22  very much.

         23                 I want to call my colleague's

         24  attention to LU 128, Reso 457 on page 5 of our

         25  agenda, and it is a project that is very specific to
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          2  my district, in terms of a development, a housing

          3  development project that, however, as a result of

          4  some negotiations that we were able to get involved

          5  with, thanks to the Chairwoman of our Land Use

          6  Committee and the Chairman of our Planning and

          7  Disposition Committee, we have been able to come to

          8  an agreement that I think speaks to the concerns of

          9  all of us, especially those of us in which there is

         10  development going on in our communities in such a

         11  way that it is a two-edged sword.

         12                 On one hand, it's taking place in a

         13  way that we appreciate, but on another hand, it's

         14  moving out of the reach of our neighbors and our

         15  constituents in such a way that the prices or the

         16  rents and the prices for the housing are too much.

         17                 What we've been able to agree to with

         18  the Administration, and I urge your support, is the

         19  creation of a task force spearheaded by this

         20  Council, that would include the Administration, that

         21  would include our Land Use Committee, that would

         22  include others as well as needed, to begin to look

         23  at our housing program and how they are moving out

         24  of the affordability of our constituents and of the

         25  people in our neighborhoods. This is a very, very
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          2  important matter that is not only taking place in

          3  Harlem but it's taking place in all the Harlems and

          4  all the communities throughout our City. It's very,

          5  very important, in order for us to gain control once

          6  again over the development of our neighborhood in a

          7  really truly affordable way. So, I bring your

          8  attention to that and urge your support.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         12  Madam Chair.

         13                 I want to speak to Intro. 114-A.

         14                 I have a very personal vantage point

         15  on this issue, having been involved during the

         16  Dinkins Administration and the Task Force that

         17  created the original domestic partnership executive

         18  order, and then having served under Peter Vallone

         19  when he was Speaker at the time that the City

         20  Council passed Domestic Partnership Bill. And to me,

         21  the whole purpose of domestic partnership

         22  legislation and executive orders all along was to

         23  ensure basic human rights, to ensure in the most

         24  vivid example that a loved one could see a loved one

         25  in the hospital, at a time of greatest danger to an
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          2  individual that their loved one could be there for

          3  them.

          4                 To me, again, Intro. 114-A simply

          5  clarifies and extends in an appropriate manner the

          6  progress we have made by the previous passage of the

          7  domestic partnership law in this body. It's simply a

          8  matter of fairness. It simply means that we are not

          9  creating two classes of citizens in New York City.

         10                 I think we all agree all citizens of

         11  New York City should be treated as first class

         12  citizens, but if domestic partners do not get

         13  recognition of their domestic partnerships from

         14  elsewhere in the country, then in a sense they're

         15  being treated as second class citizens.

         16                 We take as an article of faith that

         17  there is reciprocity among the states of this union

         18  on all matters of law. There should not be some

         19  special negative category when it comes to domestic

         20  partners. Again, they should be treated as first

         21  class citizens, and I think that would be the way to

         22  live up to the ideals of this City. So, I urge all

         23  of my colleagues to join this Speaker in supporting

         24  Intro. 114-A. Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

          4                 I'd like to speak to bill 114-A.

          5                 First of all, the Fresh Democracy

          6  Council, the Fresh Democracy Council has taken on a

          7  new meaning. "Fresh" in this case meaning hutspa,

          8  for trying to make this bill into something that

          9  it's not. And I think I take personal offense, I

         10  take personal offense with what the Speaker said

         11  about people who are going to vote no against this

         12  bill, believing that they don't want to provide the

         13  rights for domestic partners or civil unions. And to

         14  call a spade a spade, I'd be voting no no matter

         15  what the bill said. It wouldn't make any difference.

         16  But there are many, many of my colleagues here that

         17  didn't understand and didn't know what they were

         18  voting on until a few minutes ago, and I dare say,

         19  unfortunately, that some of my colleagues are still

         20  not sure about what this bill is all about, and this

         21  bill is not about providing the rights to domestic

         22  partners or civil unions that are according in other

         23  places, because the Speaker was truthful in saying

         24  that there is no city or state in the entire country

         25  that has anything that's called a marriage, a gay
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          2  marriage, or anything of the sort. So, then why was

          3  the word "marriage" put into this bill? Why is the

          4  word "marriage" in the bill, if we could have

          5  accorded the same rights and the same protections to

          6  the people who have domestic partnerships unions

          7  elsewhere without having to wait, why was the word

          8  "marriage" put into the bill? And the word was put

          9  into the bill -- don't disconnect my mic, because

         10  I'll keep on talking --

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, you

         12  won't. It's time.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I'm going to

         14  keep talking anyway.

         15                 The word "marriage" was put in the

         16  bill for a specific reason, and the specific reason

         17  was --

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You're out

         19  of order.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: -- To be able

         21  to give people the impression, and I dare say --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Councilman,

         23  you're out of order.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I know I'm out

         25  of order.
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          2                 And I dare say that it's patronizing

          3  to the gay community, to make the gay community

          4  believe that they're getting something that is not

          5  so.

          6                 Because the only thing that this bill

          7  does with including the word "marriage" is to say

          8  that if someone from New Zealand or someone --

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Felder, could you please stop?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: They'll have

         12  to carry me out.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Felder, I'll have to call the

         15  Sergeant-At-Arms.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Okay.

         17                 If someone from New Zealand came to

         18  this country that didn't have -- that had the word

         19  "marriage" --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Felder, please.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: -- That they

         23  would be accorded those rights.

         24                 So, I think it's disingenuous, and

         25  I'm asking my colleagues to think about what they're
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          2  voting on and to do the right thing.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: It is a

          6  pleasure to stand up after my colleagues expressing

          7  clearly in the floor that I don't have no rights.

          8                 It is a pleasure for me to hear

          9  somebody in this Chambers who claims to be in favor

         10  of a democratic process, who claims to think that

         11  equality should be granted to all, except people

         12  like me, and except people like Council Member Chris

         13  Quinn, except people like Council Member Phil Reed.

         14  It is a pleasure for me to stand here today and not

         15  challenge the Madam Chair of this body, respecting

         16  her wishes, because it's clear to me that the

         17  Council member prior to me speaking understand that

         18  his rights are more important than the rights of

         19  anybody else.

         20                 And it's clear to me that when he

         21  speaks and he challenges the chair of this

         22  Committee, he speaks about the true nature of what

         23  he is. He is a person who understands that people

         24  like me are subhumans, that we don't have the

         25  rights, to the same rights that everybody else have
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          2  in this City.

          3                 I pay taxes like everybody else pays.

          4  I am a good citizen, and I have the right to defend

          5  the benefits of my partner, who is working right now

          6  like any other New Yorker is working.

          7                 Any money, also I'm paying taxes

          8  also. And when we put a bill here in front of you,

          9  who protect the rights of people who have the right

         10  to get married in other countries, the only thing

         11  we're doing is respecting that country. We are not

         12  doing anything else.

         13                 What is sad, what is sad is that we

         14  don't put a bill here that speak about the true,

         15  true right that we have, to get married, to have a

         16  relationship like anybody else has.

         17                 I am proud of myself. I am proud of

         18  every gay, lesbian, transgender, bisexual person of

         19  this City, and I am proud of all of my colleagues in

         20  here who respect me and respect the gay, lesbian

         21  community in this City.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council Member Lopez.

         24                 Council Member Davis.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,
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          2  everyone, for your handclap. Let me say, because

          3  this is one body, I'm a minister of the gospel, and

          4  as a minister, and I read this piece of legislation,

          5  and I believe in a separation of church and state. I

          6  believe that the church has an interpretation of

          7  marriage. I believe that the state has an

          8  interpretation of marriage. I am elected as a City

          9  Council member, representing the City of New York. I

         10  will not attack my friend, Simcha Felder, my

         11  colleague. I won't attack my friend and colleague,

         12  Councilwoman Margarita Lopez. But what I will do is

         13  stand up for what I think is right, and I think that

         14  domestic partnership is right. I think that persons

         15  who passed away in the World Trade Center who were

         16  not legally married inside of a church deserve

         17  benefits.

         18                 So, I believe in domestic

         19  partnership, and I believe that this piece of

         20  legislation, if they are considered married in

         21  another country, some place else, they should

         22  receive the same benefits without the red tape of

         23  every other registered domestic partnership.

         24                 So, with great honor, without

         25  attacking any of my members, my fellow members, and
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          2  standing up for all constituents in the 35th

          3  Councilmanic District, gay, straight, bisexual,

          4  lesbian, transgendered, and so on and so forth, I

          5  support 114-A.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council Member.

          8                 Report of Special Committees.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         11  Standing Committees.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, I'd like to make a comment on the General

         14  Orders Calendar, if I may.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me,

         16  we didn't have your name again.

         17                 Okay, go ahead.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I know that

         19  Councilman Liu, and Councilperson, Councilwoman

         20  Moskowitz are not here today. We have on the General

         21  Orders Calendar Intro. 14-B, which deals with the

         22  regulation of newsracks in the City of New York.

         23                 This is an important public safety

         24  and environmental issue, and it took an

         25  extraordinary effort on the part of Councilman Liu,
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          2  and Councilwoman Moskowitz, to put that together.

          3  And let me say this: There are those who sometimes

          4  say that this Council doesn't deal with serious

          5  matters. This had profound First Amendment

          6  implications, it had profound implication for public

          7  safety, for transportation, for the rights of people

          8  who are in business, and those compromises were made

          9  in such a way that it satisfied the City, it

         10  satisfied the newspaper industry, it satisfied

         11  merchants, and I think it will help protect our

         12  citizens. And I think it's just appropriate to spend

         13  at least two minutes to thank those on the

         14  Committee, the staff and the individuals, and to

         15  make note of the fact that we're doing something

         16  here that will affect everybody's quality of life in

         17  the congested City of New York, when we regulate

         18  these newsracks which can be an awful pest and can

         19  be a really hazardous situation, and are a hazardous

         20  situation on many of our intersections.

         21                 It's too bad that Mr. Liu and Ms.

         22  Moskowitz are not here, it is an important piece of

         23  legislation and it should be memorialized.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council Member.
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          2                 Council Member Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I, too, want to commend in absence I

          6  guess Councilwoman Moskowitz and Council Member Liu,

          7  for the newsracks bill that we're voting on today.

          8                 This is exactly what we in the

          9  Council should be doing, making the quality of life

         10  better for people that live in the neighborhood we

         11  represent.

         12                 I live, as many of us do, in a

         13  neighborhood that has become overrun by newsracks

         14  that clutter the street and spill trash out onto the

         15  street. This bill will I think do a great deal to

         16  remediate that problem. It's a terrific piece of

         17  legislation. I support it wholeheartedly.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         19  Council Member.

         20                 Reports of Standing Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries,

         23  International Intergroup Relations.

         24                 Preconsidered Reso 432.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted by the
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          2  Committee.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          4  Reso 440.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted by the

          6  Committee, and placed on the resolution portion of

          7  the calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          9  Committee on Economic Development.

         10                 Intro. 247.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         12  order.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 405.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted by the

         15  Committee and placed on the resolution calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 406.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted by the

         18  Committee and placed on the resolution calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Finance.

         21                 Preconsidered Reso 450.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         23  order.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         25  Reso 451.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  general order.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          5  Reso 452.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          7  general order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          9  LU 227 and companion Reso 453.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         11  order.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         13  LU 228 and companion Reso 454.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         15  order.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         17  Committee on General Welfare.

         18                 Intro. 114-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         20  on general order.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports to the

         22  Committee on Land Use.

         23                 LU 124 and companion Reso 455.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         25  order.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 125 and

          3  companion Reso 456.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          5  order.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 128 and

          7  companion Reso 457.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          9  order.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 130 and

         11  companion Reso 458.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         13  order.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 131 and

         15  companion Reso 459.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         17  order.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 143 and

         19  companion Reso 460.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         21  order.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 144 and

         23  companion Reso 461.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         25  order.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 159 and

          3  companion Reso 462.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          5  order.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 160 and

          7  companion Reso 463.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          9  order.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 218 and

         11  companion Reso 464.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         13  order.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 223.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         16  modifications and refer to City Planning Commission.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         18  Committee on Transportation.

         19                 Intro. 14-B.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         21  on general order.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 313-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         24  on general order.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered
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          2  Reso 441.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          4  order.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          6  Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 156-A.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 203-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         11  Order.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 204 and

         13  companion Reso 465.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         15  order.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 219 and

         17  companion Reso 466.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         19  order.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         21  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         23  order.

         24                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         25  call the roll on the items coupled on the General
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          2  Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes to all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Madam Chairlady,

         23  can I get some clarification now? Can I get some

         24  clarification? Are we voting now on 114-A?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, sir.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Madam, I stand

          3  to tell you that I am voting no on Introduction

          4  114-A; and yes in everything else.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Come back to

         10  me, please.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         14  vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, sir. So

         16  ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I hate to

         18  sound like a lawyer, but sometimes I can't help

         19  myself.

         20                 In all of the Speaker's explanation

         21  of 114-A, what's clear to me is that a lot of the

         22  debate that we had in this room was totally

         23  irrelevant to what the bill does.

         24                 You go to Nevada and get yourself a

         25  quickie marriage, you go to Dominican Republic get
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          2  yourself a quickie divorce. As long as the -- well,

          3  I'm sorry, Miguel, sometimes that happens. I've seen

          4  them. And you know what? So long as the basic

          5  requirement to due process of law are embodied in

          6  those in New York, and a hospital that had to confer

          7  benefits would look at the validity of the marriage

          8  or the validity of the divorce just in that way, and

          9  that's all Intro. 114-A does, it extends to the

         10  Administrative Code the constitutional provisions of

         11  full faith and credit. And, so, I think if we can

         12  calm down and look at the bill for what it says and

         13  not for what people say it says, I think it would be

         14  easier for some of my colleagues to understand why

         15  it's a no-brainer. And so with that, I vote aye on

         16  all.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council member.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         20                 MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all,

         23  except no on Intro. 114.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Pass.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: No on Intro.

          6  114; aye on all others.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I'd like to echo

         16  the words and the sentiments of Councilman Lou

         17  Fidler. Unfortunately, lawyers do tend to look at

         18  things and sometimes talk maybe too much, but in

         19  this case I think it's important to clarify. And I

         20  am a lawyer, so I'm not insulting just him.

         21                 The fact of the matter is that in the

         22  end, this law that we are passing today, 114,

         23  doesn't change a thing for the New York City

         24  residents that are residents here and have every

         25  single right to go down to the Clerk's Office and
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          2  register themselves as domestic partners. It doesn't

          3  change that. It doesn't add anything to it, and it

          4  doesn't take it away in the end all this law does is

          5  give visitors from other cities, other states and

          6  other jurisdictions who have duly registered with

          7  their states and their jurisdictions the right to

          8  come to our state, and have the equal right that

          9  they have in the state that they reside.

         10                 These are the same rights that we

         11  give to our residents, these are the same rights

         12  that we would hope, we would hope that other states

         13  would recognize, although unfortunately, they

         14  sometimes don't.

         15                 The fact of the matter is, if a

         16  visitor does come from California and has a civil

         17  union, and their partner gets into an accident, many

         18  times only family members can visit that person who

         19  is in the hospital, and unless they bothered on

         20  vacation to come and register with the clerk of the

         21  City of New York, then they will be denied access to

         22  their partner, who might be in desperate need of the

         23  company, the doctors might be in desperate need of

         24  the information from that person, and we are denying

         25  them the same rights that we give to our citizens.
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          2                 Our jobs as legislators is not only

          3  to protect the people of our state, we are to

          4  protect the people of our district, protect the

          5  people of our state. We're also supposed to stand up

          6  for what we believe in.

          7                 Domestic partnership was passed by

          8  the City of New York. It's already been done. It's

          9  already here. So, for us to just give the same

         10  rights to people in other jurisdictions is fair, it

         11  seems like the right thing to do, and I vote aye on

         12  all.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council member.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, may I explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, with all due respect, I am a sponsor of

          4  this bill, I don't have a problem with the bill in

          5  concept, in terms of not denying the right and

          6  recognizing the right of the domestic partners, but

          7  however I do have a right with the process in which

          8  this bill comes to this floor.

          9                 A large segment of the City of New

         10  York that's represented by the religious community,

         11  however, was not included in the process of bringing

         12  this bill to this floor. And when we look at it, we

         13  look that when the hearings were held, for some

         14  reason or another, without making judgment of no one

         15  in this floor, it was kept as a hidden secret. And

         16  because of the process that it was used to bring

         17  this bill to the floor, Madam Advocate, even though

         18  I am a sponsor, and I don't have a problem with the

         19  bill, I respectfully have to abstain from voting on

         20  this bill.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council member.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I vote aye

         24  on everything else.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          4  all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I agree with

          7  my colleague, Councilman Martinez. No on Intro.

          8  114-A; aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

         11  excused to explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         14  take a moment to express my appreciation to the

         15  Speaker for the extraordinary leadership he has

         16  shown with regard to Intro. 114-A and want to

         17  identify myself with the remarks he's made.

         18                 I especially want to say to my

         19  colleagues who have a different point of view, those

         20  for religious reasons or other reasons, that I can

         21  respectfully appreciate very much the concerns that

         22  you have. I realize that this is a body that has

         23  historically wrestled with questions of domestic

         24  partnership, and the civil rights of the people who

         25  are gay, transgendered, bisexual, et cetera, and I
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          2  suspect that we will continue to go through

          3  wrestling matches with regard to these type of

          4  concerns. And I just want to say that I believe this

          5  is a very, very important bill in terms of

          6  re-establishing, continuing to establish, the civil

          7  rights posture, the civil rights banner, that this

          8  institution has historically and continues to

          9  maintain, and, therefore, I vote aye on all.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council Member.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: No on

         15  114-A; aye on all the rest.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Pass.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, may I explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you.

          9                 I just would like to rise and speak

         10  in favor of 114-A. It's very important that we in

         11  the City of New York be at the forefront on a lot of

         12  these issues involving civil rights, and it's very

         13  important that we support this bill.

         14                 And also, just for the record, there

         15  were two hearings for this one on the 25th of June

         16  and another hearing, which we voted on the 25th of

         17  July. I am a member of that Committee, so it did

         18  receive its due process and I'm very happy to

         19  support it. I vote aye on 114-A, and aye on all

         20  others. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam

         24  Advocate, can I explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: For too long

          3  there have been false reasons to discriminate,

          4  whether it's based on race, based on the accent,

          5  based on where you're from, based on your gender,

          6  based on your sex. Madam Advocate, I feel this is a

          7  time for us to try to correct some of these false

          8  reasons. So, I vote aye on all to make sure that we

          9  can correct it.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         16                 Regarding 114-A, I agree with the

         17  Speaker's goals on this bill. In fact, I'm in favor

         18  of extending the domestic partnership benefits to

         19  those who are in civil unions in other states.

         20                 However, when I am opposed to hear is

         21  the use of this legislation to promote a different

         22  agenda, that being a gay marriage.

         23                 Now, I'm not an attorney, Lou, but I

         24  don't have to be one to count to six, and that's the

         25  amount of times the word "marriage" is used in the
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          2  first paragraph of the legislative, declaration of

          3  legislative intent. That's what I'm opposed to. And

          4  I also have the same concern, as my colleague,

          5  Miguel Martinez, regarding the process which this

          6  bill has come to this floor.

          7                 In deference to the Speaker and his

          8  goals which are laudable, I'm going to abstain on

          9  114-A, and vote aye on all others.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: May I be

         16  excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I want to

         19  speak in very strong support of Intro. 114-A.

         20  There's been some discussion about whether this bill

         21  is about domestic partnerships or about marriage. It

         22  certainly is about domestic partnerships, and

         23  ensuring that domestic partners who are registered

         24  in other states, when they come to New York have the

         25  same rights that they did at home, and the same
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          2  rights as New York domestic partners do. That's

          3  very, very important. It sounds like there's

          4  widespread agreement on that. It's not unanimous,

          5  and I think we can all agree that's very good.

          6                 There's question as to whether this

          7  also will be about marriage, and it does indeed

          8  speak about marriage. It doesn't move the ball

          9  further toward legalizing same sex marriage, but it

         10  does speak about it and I believe it is a symbolic

         11  statement. And as such, I agree with it

         12  wholeheartedly. There is no reason that same sex

         13  couples should not have the same rights to marry

         14  that every other couple does, and the extent that

         15  this bill is a step in that direction, and I believe

         16  it is, I think it's a very good step, and I support

         17  it. Thank you. I vote aye on all. And I request

         18  unanimous consent to also vote aye on the Land Use

         19  call-ups.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye on

         23  all.

         24                 I want to reiterate the earlier

         25  comments in full support of the bill that would
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          2  allow all of us to take and share in the benefits in

          3  New York in 114-A.

          4                 In my district, of course, a much

          5  bigger issue is the newsracks, and I commend the

          6  fact that the Transportation Committee worked so

          7  hard on it. But I have a five-page memo from the

          8  community board. And I just want to mention that I

          9  support the First Amendment, just like everyone

         10  here, but in my district, and I think in Park Slope,

         11  and perhaps in parts of the East Side, this

         12  continues to be a major issue, and we're, you know,

         13  concerned about the bill, hoping that it in fact

         14  will work. I know a tremendous amount of work and

         15  thought went into it, but the monitoring and the

         16  design and the guidelines and the clear rules, in

         17  making sure that there's no problem so that there is

         18  a new attitude toward not only the newsboxes, but as

         19  we proceed on the street furniture, something that's

         20  important to I think many of our communities so we

         21  don't get into the debacle that we had in the last

         22  eight years.

         23                 So, I vote aye on all but with

         24  caution about street furniture and news boxes into

         25  the future. Very strong support for 114-A.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

          4  excused to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered,

          6  for two minutes.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: What?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered

          9  for two minutes.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

         11                 First and foremost, I'd like for the

         12  record to note what is known to all of you, the fact

         13  that I am morally opposed to any form of

         14  discrimination against any person.

         15                 My people, the Jewish people, have

         16  been the unfortunate victims of discrimination

         17  throughout the ages, as well as my colleagues and

         18  other people in this City and in this world, and I

         19  have stood and will continue to stand by anyone who

         20  speaks out against discrimination.

         21                 Yet, I have voted against similar

         22  bills that attempt to give extra protections to

         23  certain groups, and I've said repeatedly that our

         24  constitution provides adequate protection for all

         25  groups and there should be no exceptions. However, I
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          2  must explain my vote today.

          3                 First, I'm opposed to gay marriages

          4  on moral grounds, and I want to praise my colleague

          5  David Yassky for being truthful and honest in

          6  explaining sincerely that he is in favor of it.

          7                 Our society must have some values,

          8  and I believe that this is to be one of them.

          9                 Today's bill 114-A is unconscionable.

         10  Second, I think language is very important in our

         11  society, and just like you can't call a burger, a

         12  whopper is meat, it's not tofu, and don't mix things

         13  up. You can't call a lawyer a lawyer if you haven't

         14  passed the bar, so the language, the use of the term

         15  marriage here is reprehensible.

         16                 And, third, there's nowhere else in

         17  the country that acknowledges marriage of this sort,

         18  and protections would have been accorded to domestic

         19  partners and civil unions without sticking that word

         20  in, and that word was stuck in repeatedly for one

         21  purpose, political, and it's unconscionable.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council Member.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote no on

         25  114-A.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, I wish to be excused to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I certainly

          7  don't find the bill reprehensible at all. Not at

          8  all. It seeks to extend what Speaker Vallone did in

          9  1998 with the domestic partner legislation.

         10                 I think part of the problem today is

         11  there's a little bit of a disconnect between the

         12  legislative intent in this bill and the body of the

         13  bill called the action part of the bill.

         14                 While it's been described that this

         15  is not a bill about gay marriage and if one were to

         16  read the bill thoroughly and look at the action part

         17  of the bill, one would see that that is the case,

         18  but what's clear to me, and what's clear to many

         19  other people in this body in private discussions, is

         20  that as Council Member Yassky put forward, this is a

         21  step in the direction of gay marriage and I think

         22  that's a debate that we should have. And I think

         23  this is a situation where you have the bill, which

         24  is a civil rights issue, but the problem with the

         25  legislative intent is that they're not quite in
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          2  accord, and I think gay marriage is an interesting

          3  enough subject that we ought to give it its full due

          4  diligence, and, you know, for me to vote, you know,

          5  yes on this bill is to, you know, vote yes to the

          6  prospect of gay marriage in the City of New York. We

          7  have not had that discussion to the full extent. I

          8  will not oppose this bill, because I think its

          9  underlying public policy is sound, but I think that

         10  our legislation in the future should be more

         11  artfully crafted so that the legislative intent is

         12  fully consistent with the body of the bill, and for

         13  that reason I must abstain on Intro. 114-A and vote

         14  aye on all coupled general orders.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Abstain

         19  114-A; yes to all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I simply would

         22  like to say that as a republican leader, on behalf

         23  of the three other republicans in this body, we

         24  embrace the spirited and meaningful debate between

         25  and among democrats. We enjoyed it, we encourage it,
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          2  we'd like to see more of it. I vote no on 114-A and

          3  yes on all others.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: If I may be

          6  excused to explain my vote? Madam Public Advocate,

          7  if I may --

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you.

         10                 I also as the Majority Leader like

         11  the debate within the Council because I think it's

         12  extremely healthy for the Council to debate very

         13  important issues that come at the forefront of our

         14  everyday lives.

         15                 I respect everyone's opinion because

         16  I believe everyone's entitled to their opinion as

         17  individuals, but there is one fact that resonates

         18  throughout the entire City, and that is that we are

         19  an extremely diverse population. We have over 168

         20  languages that are spoken every single day within

         21  the City of New York.

         22                 We have over 100 cultures that come

         23  in and come out of our great city.

         24                 We are indeed the melting pot of the

         25  entire world, and, therefore, I believe in one
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          2  thing, and my opinion is this: That we all deserve

          3  equal opportunity, whether it be African-American,

          4  Latino, Jewish, Irish, Scottish, whether it be

          5  Italian, whether it be your Catholic, Protestant,

          6  whatever religion, whether it be disabled, whether

          7  it be speak, whatever language, I believe we all

          8  deserve equal opportunity, and, therefore, I vote

          9  aye on all.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER:  If I could explain

         13  my vote briefly.

         14                 I want to thank my colleagues for

         15  voting with the consciences and for the sincerity of

         16  their views, and I want to say briefly that I think

         17  it's important that as we engage in this debate, I

         18  want to thank the Deputy Majority Leader for making

         19  this point as well, and recognize his wisdom on this

         20  point, that these are important matters on which

         21  there are sincere beliefs on every side, and that

         22  all of us come here into this room on behalf of our

         23  constituents, and on behalf of ourselves and our

         24  beliefs and our thoughts and that we represent them

         25  as well as we can so that as we engage in a debate,
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          2  we should make sure to respect others and ensure

          3  that each of us is free to fulfill our jobs as best

          4  we can and that we all have respect for that,

          5  because that's more important than any particular

          6  piece of legislation or any particular matter. And I

          7  want to vote aye on all items on the general order

          8  calendar.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         10  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

         11  vote of 45 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         12  and zero abstentions, with the exception of 114-A,

         13  which was adopted by a vote of 34 in the

         14  affirmative, seven in the negative and four

         15  abstentions.

         16                 The revised Land Use call-up vote was

         17  46 in the affirmative, zero in the negative.

         18                 Introduction and reading of bills.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         20  referred to the committee as is designated in the

         21  calendar.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         23  of the Resolutions.

         24                 May I remind you that each Council

         25  Member will have one minute to discuss only the
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          2  resolutions that are up for a vote and listed under

          3  the resolution section of the agenda, number 15.

          4                 Council Member Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 We have on the agenda Resolution 432,

          8  which deals with the tragic situation that now

          9  besets Israel and the Middle East.

         10                 This resolution is a combination

         11  resolution, including a resolution that I had

         12  introduced, resolution 7, a resolution introduced by

         13  the Speaker condemning suicide bombings, a

         14  resolution introduced by Councilwoman Katz calling

         15  on the United Nations to take action against the

         16  Palestinian terrorists and a resolution introduced

         17  by Councilman Nelson with respect to the reaction in

         18  Europe, the regrettable reaction in Europe to the

         19  Palestinian actions.

         20                 I want to compliment the Speaker for

         21  becoming the prime sponsor of this resolution, and

         22  say that it is very important, that this Council

         23  express its outrage at terrorism and call on those

         24  who sponsor and support terrorism to be out of the

         25  City of New York and not recognized as a legitimate
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          2  negotiating force until they renounce terrorism.

          3  That's why it's important for us to act, and I urge

          4  that the resolution be unanimously adopted.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council Member.

          7                 Council Member Gioia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate. I rise today to discuss

         10  Resolution 432. I was very proud to accompany the

         11  Speaker on a trip to Israel this past week, and I

         12  have to tell you, after speaking with -- I didn't

         13  expect to have as a strong reaction as I did, but

         14  after speaking with the people in Jerusalem, people

         15  who, like Shoshana, who the Speaker mentioned

         16  earlier, who reminded me of my own mother. In

         17  America she'd be called a "soccer mom," she was just

         18  driving to work and she was just shot in the back,

         19  and that now sits paralyzed as she still works

         20  day-to-day, speaking to children whose parents are

         21  now missing in action, speaking to people who try to

         22  actually prevent terrorist attacks, but now lay in

         23  hospital beds with pieces of their legs missing. I

         24  think it's important for this City Council, and for

         25  this City, particularly post-9/11, to stand united
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          2  with the people of Jerusalem and the people around

          3  the world, in the war against terror, and the use of

          4  terror as a political tool. Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council Member.

          7                 Council Member Diaz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you, Madam

          9  Chairlady. I just stand up to talk about Resolution

         10  437. In this past budget --

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, it's the

         12  wrong one, Council Member Diaz. It's not on this

         13  resolution. It's on the general discussion later.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: All right.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We'll put

         16  you down.

         17                 Council Member Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         19  Madam Advocate.

         20                 I rise to voice my opposition to

         21  Resolution 432. One of the things that no one

         22  mentioned coming back from their trip from Israel is

         23  if they met with the Palestinian, if they looked at

         24  the destruction in the Palestinian community, nobody

         25  mentioned that whatsoever, because they weren't
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          2  allowed to go there. And I think that any time that

          3  we come with lopsided resolutions and a very

          4  volatile situation, that it doesn't do this Council

          5  good.

          6                 I think that the resolution I have

          7  put forth that has been laid over until September

          8  wasn't coming forth today, even-handed resolution

          9  that's calling for innocent Palestinian citizens not

         10  to be killed, innocent Israeli citizens not to be

         11  killed, a state for Palestines and a state for

         12  Israel, I think that fair and evenhanded doesn't

         13  mean anything but equating a life of a Palestinian

         14  with the life of an Israeli.

         15                 This resolution is lopsided. And I

         16  thank you very much. I will respect the time --

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council Member Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: And I'm going

         20  to vote no against it. Thank you very much, Madam

         21  Advocate.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Oh, thank you

         25  very much, Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 I just wish to make a comment on

          3  Resolution 447.

          4                 New York City is proud to say --

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member, that's not on --

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Oh, it's not

          8  on? I'm sorry. Excuse me.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         10  discussion. We'll call you back for general

         11  discussion.

         12                 Council Member Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I rise today to speak about

         16  Resolution 433. We can no longer stand by --

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'm sorry,

         18  Council Member. Resolution 433 is not on this

         19  resolution list. I think you're talking about for

         20  the later, for the general discussion afterwards.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Yes.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We'll put

         23  you down on the list, too. It's these four,

         24  Resolution 432, 440, 405 and 406. That's what we're

         25  up for discussion now, one minute each.
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          2                 Council Member Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 To make sure I'm clear, I'm speaking

          6  to Resolution 405 and 406.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Correct.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I call upon

          9  all of my Council members to remember that New York

         10  is indeed the greatest City on this earth. We

         11  believe that it is so great, and we believe that

         12  this is the moment that the rest of the nation needs

         13  to decide with us in our time of trouble. Therefore,

         14  we're not only calling upon the democratic national

         15  convention to come and show that they love New York,

         16  but for the Republican National Convention, to come

         17  and show they love New York and let us rebuild New

         18  York today better than it's ever been before. And I

         19  stopped at ten seconds to go.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council member.

         22                 Council Member Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, Madam

         24  Chair.

         25                 I'd like to rise in support of
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          2  resolution number 432. I also just returned 5:30

          3  this morning on Speaker Miller's mission to Israel,

          4  and one of the things I'd like to bring out that was

          5  not brought out by some of the other speakers, was

          6  that we met with all sides of the political

          7  perspective in the Israeli government, from left,

          8  from middle, from right, and there was a consistent

          9  theme that the Yasser Arafat of today is not the

         10  Yasser Arafat that was involved in the Oslo cords

         11  and some of the Nobel Peace Prize and some of the

         12  other actions in the past. There is no doubt, and we

         13  received ample evidence in writing to show that

         14  Yasser Arafat and the Palestinian Authority actively

         15  supported through financial means, the families of

         16  the homicide bombers and encourage homicide bombers

         17  to take place, specifically aimed at innocent women,

         18  men and children, innocent victims in public places

         19  that were not military targets in any way, and

         20  that's the major distinction between the two sides,

         21  is that Israel is defending themselves militarily,

         22  and yet --

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: And, yet,

         25  there are innocent people, but I rise in support of

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            89

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Resolution 432.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Councilman.

          5                 Please remember you only have one

          6  minute to discuss these resolutions.

          7                 Council Member DeBlasio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          9  Madam Chair.

         10                 Resolution 432. I just returned from

         11  Israel with the delegation, and it's abundantly

         12  clear to me the people of Israel are being

         13  victimized by terrorists, and, yet, the people of

         14  Israel and the cross-section of Israeli leaders we

         15  met are devoted to peace, they yearn for peace, and

         16  they reject hatred.

         17                 The Palestinian people are being

         18  victimized by their own leaders, who are cynically

         19  condoning and supporting terrorism. And we need to

         20  support the resolution 432, in the interest of peace

         21  for all peoples. We simply cannot turn our backs on

         22  the State of Israel and its people at this time.

         23                 So, please join us in supporting

         24  resolution 432.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Davis.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I, too,

          4  returned from -- I almost said Ethiopia, because

          5  I've seen so many beautiful Ethiopian Jews as we

          6  were in Israel. In Israel they have a program there

          7  involving Ethiopian Jews.

          8                 We met in our daily going abouts Arab

          9  Israelis, Palestinian that live in Israeli, so I

         10  want to make it very clear that I'm against

         11  violence, and this is a resolution that I think goes

         12  towards helping peace, and that's what I'm committed

         13  to, not only stopping the violence here in the City,

         14  or stopping the violence around the world. So, to my

         15  constituents, I send this clear message that we will

         16  go as far away as possible to keep peace. I think

         17  that this resolution helps do that. I was happy to

         18  be in the presence of the King Davis Tomb Judais

         19  Sumaria, as a Christian it was an honor. I support

         20  this particular resolution.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, I was in Israel about five or six years

         25  ago and I actually met with many folks from the

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            91

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Palestinian community and heard their views on the

          3  politics and on land and switching land for peace.

          4  On this trip we met with many people of Israel, and

          5  the fact of the matter is, this resolution we are

          6  passing today is a compromise between four

          7  resolutions that were pro-Israeli, is not a

          8  substantive resolution on what can solve the peace

          9  process.

         10                 And I think that's one of the

         11  mistakes that some of my colleagues on the other

         12  side of this issue are making.

         13                 This is not about the substantive

         14  issue of what kind of land should be traded, should

         15  land be traded, what can we do in the peace process.

         16  This is about what is an appropriate form of

         17  warfare, this is about making people's daily lives,

         18  when they go to work, they put their children on the

         19  bus, they come home from work, they wonder whether

         20  or not they're going to see their husbands at night,

         21  they wonder whether or not they're going to see

         22  their children. They are giving their children cell

         23  phones so that as soon as their kid gets to school

         24  they can call them and tell them they are there

         25  safely.
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          2                 Please, this is not an issue of how

          3  we can solve the Middle East peace process, we

          4  cannot do that in this City. What we can do is send

          5  a message to the rest of the world what is an

          6  appropriate form of warfare and what is not.

          7                 The Palestinian community --

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  member.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: -- Is doing

         11  suicide bombings, are not doing an appropriate form

         12  of warfare. Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I hope Council Member Barron is still

         18  in the room. I'd hate to call a member's name when

         19  he's not here. But I have to respond to what he

         20  said. And of course, we all abhor the death of any

         21  innocent civilian, not matter what their background,

         22  and, in fact -- I'm glad you're here, Charles.

         23                 In fact, I abhor the death of

         24  military personnel, you know, it shouldn't happen.

         25  But to sit here and talk about even-handedness and
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          2  balance, I have said this repeatedly and I'll say it

          3  again today, you cannot do that in a moral vacuum.

          4                 There is a difference between people

          5  who are committing acts of terrorism, and people who

          6  are seeking to defend themselves from acts of

          7  terrorism. And, so, when you look at even-handedness

          8  and balance, you have to look at justice and right,

          9  and the right of people to defend themselves from

         10  people strapping bombs from their body and trying to

         11  kill you, and that's why I'm voting for Resolution

         12  432.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I, too, just came back at 5:30 this

         18  morning from my first visit to Israel, and I have to

         19  say that I strongly support Resolution 432 because

         20  of the democratic process it went through, to the

         21  level of communications that the members put into

         22  it. It's a melding of some bills that required a lot

         23  of discussion and debate.

         24                 Some people would like to say that we

         25  did not get a chance to see the other part of the
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          2  trip. That is true, but we did get to see all of the

          3  different aspects of opinion within Israel.

          4                 It was a religious experience for me

          5  as a Christian and as a believer. It was an

          6  enlightening experience for me to hear all sides of

          7  the discussion and the debate, and I wholeheartedly

          8  support this resolution and support everything we

          9  can do to continue a democratic, the only other

         10  truly democratic society in the world.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         13                 Council Member Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         15  speak with regard to Reso 432. I want to make it

         16  very clear that I strongly condemn the murderous

         17  terrorist attacks against civilians in Israel, and I

         18  do join those who call upon our President George

         19  Bush to condemn such attacks with regard to all

         20  people in the Middle East.

         21                 However, I respectfully must vote

         22  against Reso 432, because I believe that this

         23  resolution does not speak to peace, and I believe

         24  that the role that we in this Council and in this

         25  City can play with regard to the crisis in the
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          2  Middle East is one that is in favor of peace for all

          3  the people in the Middle East.

          4                 I realize that there are those who

          5  have passionate feelings on the other side. I do not

          6  think that the City as the home of the United

          7  States, of the United Nations and the missions of

          8  all the countries of the world, should be in the

          9  position of declaring that a mission should be

         10  closed. And, so, with all due respect, I want to go

         11  on record as opposed to Reso 432.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Councilman. Council Member Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         15  much.

         16                 I, too, just came back from Israel

         17  for my second trip within my short lifetime, and

         18  what I have seen firsthand were children, women and

         19  innocent people that were harmed by homicide and

         20  suicide bombers.

         21                 We are not speaking out against the

         22  Palestinian people. We're speaking out against the

         23  Fatah, the Hamas, the Islamic Jihad. We are speaking

         24  against the authority, or the lack of authority,

         25  that Yasser Arafat has displayed. We are speaking
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          2  against the fact that he is using children and women

          3  as shields to prevent the Israelis from using

          4  tactical maneuvers, and at the same time, sending

          5  the suicide bombers into innocent environments and

          6  having them destroy lives.

          7                 At the same time, educating children

          8  from a very young age that suicide bombing is a

          9  noble thing to do, that is wrong.

         10                 And I, it is my opinion, because I

         11  respect all opinions, but it is my opinion, and I

         12  believe it should be the opinions of most and all,

         13  that suicide bombings, homicide bombing and

         14  terrorism we cannot stand for.

         15                 Thank you very much, and I plead

         16  everyone to vote in favor of the resolution.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I would like to be in support of the

         23  rationale that was offered by Council Member Barron

         24  and the comments of Council Member Perkins.

         25  Actually, I agree with some of the comments of some
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          2  of the members who actually vote for this

          3  resolution. I thought the argument of member Fidler,

          4  not when he responded to Barron, but his initial

          5  comments, I thought they were on point, though I

          6  disagree with his vote.

          7                 On principle and for peace I vote

          8  against Resolution 432.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Diaz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you.

         12                 Now, I'm taking this time to talk

         13  about Resolution 432. As I said during the Committee

         14  meeting, I am a black Puerto Rican from Puerto Rico,

         15  and now representing the Council District No. 18 in

         16  the Bronx, who is composed of black and Hispanic. I

         17  do not have, I don't have, if I do have, few Jewish

         18  or Israelis living in my district, if any. So,

         19  people have said, and I heard that before, that are

         20  supporting the people of Israel, they do that

         21  because they have political aspirations, or because

         22  they have Jewish supporters in that district, and

         23  because they are afraid of losing Jewish supporters

         24  in their future endeavors.

         25                 Well, let me tell you, Chairlady and

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            98

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  members of the City Council, I am for Puerto Rico, I

          3  represent the 18 Councilmanic District, I don't have

          4  Jews in my district, I don't need the Jews' vote to

          5  win, and I am here to support Resolution No. 432

          6  based on my admiration, my deep concern, my deep

          7  support for the people of Israel, and I proudly and

          8  honorably and happily vote yes.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council Member.

         11                 Council members, may I remind you

         12  it's one minute, please.

         13                 Council Member Quinn.

         14                 While we're waiting, Council Member

         15  Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate. I rise in opposition to 432

         18  as written, with the part concerning condemning of

         19  murderous attacks against civilians in Israel. I'm

         20  clearly in favor of that. I don't believe anyone

         21  should be killed, and I don't believe in the death

         22  penalty.

         23                 But concerning the other aspects of

         24  the resolution, I do not support in the initial

         25  resolution as put forward, condemning the attacks of
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          2  Jews in Europe and the attacks on the synagogue I

          3  did support, but obviously they've all been combined

          4  into one. So I vote no against 432.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 Council Member Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: It was a

          9  different section.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay. Any

         11  more?

         12                 I have one little comment to make. I

         13  certainly am in favor of Resolution 405, to have the

         14  Democratic National Convention here. May I remind my

         15  colleagues, however, that if New York City decides

         16  to have non-partisan voting, why in the world would

         17  the Democratic Convention come here?

         18                 So, I would urge you all to come and

         19  testify at the hearings that are being held on the

         20  Charter Revision in support of my stand which is

         21  against nonpartisan elections.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 Okay, we are now going to have a

         24  vocal vote on Resolution 432.

         25                 Council Member Felder, what do you
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          2  want?

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: I believe he wants to

          4  be recognized in order to speak on the resolution.

          5                 Is that correct?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We didn't

          7  have his name on the list.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Okay, so

          9  forget it.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay.

         11                 Do you want to speak? If you want to

         12  speak, tell us.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: If I can speak

         14  I'd like to without being carried out.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: If you stick

         16  to one minute you will not be carried out.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

         18                 On 432, I just wanted to mention that

         19  I am voting yes on all, but particularly that

         20  resolution. Coming back from Israel, I want to

         21  praise the Speaker for going on this trip, as well

         22  as for the UJA and the Met Council for sponsoring

         23  this trip, and the only thing that we learned

         24  somewhat since September 11th is that the terrorism

         25  that's been going on in Israel for all this time, a

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            101

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  terrorist is a terrorist, and that the fight against

          3  terrorism by Israel and the United States and

          4  democracies has to be stronger than ever, and that a

          5  murderer is a murderer and Arafat is one. The only

          6  thing we know now is that he's a cheap murderer,

          7  that when they ask for $3,400 for a homicide bomber,

          8  he only gives $600. That's the only thing that we

          9  know now that we didn't know before.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council Member.

         12                 Council Member Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes. This is a

         14  very difficult subject, and I need to clarify on the

         15  record my position. I am against people killing

         16  people, and I am against condemning one whole nation

         17  for the act of some. I cannot condemn the

         18  Palestinian nation for what some people are doing,

         19  the same what I cannot condemn the American people

         20  for what they do for Vieques, Puerto Rico. I only

         21  can condemn the Navy.

         22                 I condemn everyone who use violence

         23  against another human being. I am against the death

         24  penalty. I think that nobody have the right to take

         25  the life of anybody away.
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          2                 The issue of Israel is a complicated

          3  one. We are here debating this issue in a position

          4  and in a situation in which people are being killed

          5  left and right.

          6                 I cannot sit here and just put a

          7  judgment on two nations knowing very well that many

          8  economics interest are involved in this issue from

          9  both sides of the aisle.

         10                 I do condemn those people who go out,

         11  use violence, put bombs in the body to kill other

         12  people. I do condemn that. That is wrong. But I

         13  cannot condemn the nation for the act of some.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         15                 Council Member Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate. I wanted also to compliment

         18  the Speaker and congratulate him and those members

         19  who went to Israel to show their support for that

         20  beleaguered nation and living there in a place where

         21  you have people who one day were helping do some

         22  work there, another day coming in and blowing

         23  themselves to smitherines and taking with them a

         24  number of innocent people as well. And that seguays

         25  into 432, which I think it's incomprehensible to
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          2  think that it's anything other than the right way to

          3  go, in that, again, I believe the Palestinian

          4  leadership could have stopped a ton of these

          5  homicide suicide bombings and chose not to. They'll

          6  say we want peace and let's get peace and we're

          7  working on peace, and here is $4,250 to your family

          8  once you blow yourself up and kill innocents, and

          9  we'll take the money from Saudi Arabia as well. I

         10  believe they could have stopped it, or at least

         11  lessened it. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council Member.

         14                 Council Member Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I know you were kind enough to point

         18  out Reso 405 on the agenda, but I hope that you also

         19  join us with Reso 406, which is a resolution calling

         20  upon the Republican National Convention in New York

         21  City for 2004.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Indeed I do.

         23                 Council Member Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I would just

         25  like to strongly add my support to Resolution 432
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          2  condemning the terrorist attacks and working for a

          3  closure of the PLO, and commend the Speaker on his

          4  trip to Israel, and the entire delegation that went.

          5  Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council member.

          8                 Speaker Miller.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: I, too, want to thank

         10  my colleagues for their support of Resolution 432

         11  and thank my colleagues who joined me in Israel, and

         12  thank UJA and JCRC for sponsoring the trip, and just

         13  not for my colleagues, because this is the first

         14  time we've done this, there will be a voice vote,

         15  the Clerk will say all in favor, you say aye, and

         16  all opposed you say no. If you want to be recorded

         17  official as a no vote, you need to go up and see the

         18  clerk and be recorded no. But otherwise the item is

         19  adopted by, you know, ayes or nays. You know, the

         20  ayes will have it or the nays will have it. So,

         21  that's how the process works with a voice vote. And

         22  the voice vote, this is very common and almost every

         23  legislature has this process. You have a voice vote,

         24  the chair says, well, okay, the ayes have it, in

         25  order to allow members to make sure that their
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          2  consciences are recorded adequately, if you want to

          3  be recorded as no, you need to go forward to the

          4  clerk and actually ask them to record you as a no.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          7                 Resolution No. 432. All those in

          8  favor?

          9                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?

         11                 PARTICIPANT: No.

         12                 PARTICIPANT: No.

         13                 PARTICIPANT: No.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The

         15  resolution is adopted.

         16                 Resolution 440.

         17                 All those in favor?

         18                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         19                 Opposed?

         20                 Adopted.

         21                 Resolution 405. All in favor?

         22                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?

         24                 Adopted.

         25                 Resolution 406?
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          2                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Opposed?

          4                 Adopted.

          5                 General Discussion.

          6                 Margarita Lopez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

          8  Madam Chair.

          9                 I rise to call the attention to the

         10  members of this body to Resolution 443, 445 and 445.

         11  If you notice, around you is a lot of disabled

         12  people today in the Chambers, in the wheelchairs,

         13  some of them, some of them are blind, and some of

         14  them are deaf. They came today here to make the

         15  Council understand that they exist and they want to

         16  vote in the voting places, where everybody else do.

         17                 I want to call the attention to the

         18  Council members, that the members of the disabled

         19  community are sick and tired of being invisible,

         20  invisible when the day of voting come, because they

         21  don't have their right like everybody else have to

         22  vote in the polling place. And the reason for that

         23  is because the technology that exists today for they

         24  to be able to vote is not being used in New York

         25  City.
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          2                 We have that opportunity now. It's a

          3  piece of legislation at the federal level that would

          4  allow New York City to acquire the equipment and the

          5  machines that will permit every disabled person to

          6  vote in the polling places like everybody else.

          7                 I encourage all of my colleagues to

          8  sign in on this resolution. Many of you have done

          9  it, but I want to enlist the advocacy and the

         10  passion of each one of the colleagues of this body

         11  to go out to campaign for these machines to be

         12  implemented in New York City, because at this

         13  moment, the state has not been willing to do so.

         14                 It is wrong. This is the last group

         15  of people who have been prevented from voting as

         16  everybody else has a right to vote in New York City,

         17  and this is the opportunity that we have to fix

         18  this.

         19                 Thank you very much, and to the

         20  disabled community that showed up today, thank you

         21  for being here today, and we love you. Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         23  very much, Council Member Lopez. And would you all,

         24  in respect for your colleagues, please keep it down

         25  when someone is speaking? Thank you very much.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            108

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Now we're back to two minutes,

          3  remember.

          4                 Council Member Diaz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you. I

          6  rise to speak on Resolution 437. This past budget

          7  negotiation this Council approved $224 million for

          8  the Department for the Aging. Now there are rumors

          9  that they're going to be a seven percent cut to

         10  every department. So, this resolution calls for the

         11  baseline budget for the Department for the Aging,

         12  and what we prove, 224 million, no matter what the

         13  situation, no matter what will happen in the City of

         14  New York, this resolution calls for nobody to touch

         15  the $224 million. We don't need to keep putting our

         16  seniors through uncertainty, through panic. Seniors

         17  do not deserve no more cuts. So, I'm asking for all

         18  my colleagues to support this legislation, to join

         19  me on this so we stop and no matter what the crisis,

         20  no matter what the situation in the City of New

         21  York, what we approve, the $224 million, that we

         22  never let anyone to cut it down one penny. We could

         23  put it up, but no lower than that.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 Council Member Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate. I would like to speak for a

          6  moment on Reso 447. You know, New York City is a

          7  City of immigrants and we would be the poorer if we

          8  didn't have such a workforce.

          9                 I am addressing this resolution to

         10  the day laborers, a very crucial issue that has

         11  developed in the City of New York. These immigrants,

         12  most of them in this labor force, have come here

         13  seeking work. They seek day labor. Many of them have

         14  found abuses, they have been at the grade and mercy

         15  of contractors. At the same time, we cannot ignore

         16  the quality of life issues that have so affected the

         17  communities.

         18                 I had heard earlier in this chamber

         19  that it is the responsibility of government to look

         20  at fairness, human decency, and to meet the

         21  responsibilities that we have.

         22                 We have a responsibility in this

         23  Chamber, in the City of New York, as well as the

         24  State and federal government, to look at this issue,

         25  to have a hearing, to bring it out into the open,
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          2  and to resolve this in a very humane and fair way.

          3  And I am asking all of my colleagues to join on into

          4  this resolution, so that we can come to a conclusion

          5  on all levels that really prevail not only law, but

          6  human decency.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Council Member.

         10                 Council Member Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate, on a somewhat somber note, in

         13  southern Brooklyn in the last 48 hours we've lost

         14  two very dear and important community leaders. State

         15  Committee Woman Ann Pacalevine and Community Board

         16  Chairman Mitch Wesson. Councilman Recchia had asked

         17  me to add his voice, and I'm sure Councilman Nelson

         18  as well, that we pause for a moment, and at least

         19  let the record reflect our sorrow at their passing,

         20  and let them know and their families know that our

         21  thoughts and prayers are with them in this special

         22  time.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 (Moment of Silence.)

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.
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          2                 Council Member Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 Colleagues, we can no longer ignore

          6  the fact that we are being severely shortchanged by

          7  the money allocated by the state from the Clean

          8  Water Clean Air Act and the Environmental Protection

          9  Fund.

         10                 When we find out that in the five

         11  boroughs, an average of a per capita spending of

         12  only 34 dollars in the five boroughs, then the other

         13  counties and the other boroughs we have $152 being

         14  spent per capita, there was a very large disparity

         15  and I don't think we can stand any longer to have

         16  this disparity continue. This has been going on for

         17  many years, and I think it's about time we have it

         18  stopped, and I ask you to join me in Resolution 433,

         19  to calling upon the Governor -- and it's not a

         20  political thing, I don't care who the Governor is,

         21  it's having the Governor state that we need to have

         22  a more fair and equitable distribution of this money

         23  and to have standards and criteria set in

         24  determining who gets this money, and when the

         25  applications are denied, that they state the reason
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          2  why these applications are denied.

          3                 Our parks, our environmental issues

          4  are being severely shortchanged, and I hope through

          5  the Parks Committee we can entertain this issue and

          6  come to some resolve and have a fair and equitable

          7  distribution in this money.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council Member.

         11                 Council Member Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 On September 11th the bravery and

         15  courage displayed by our City's police officers and

         16  firefighters could not be surpassed by any Police or

         17  Fire Department in the world.

         18                 The gallantry and sacrifices that

         19  these uniformed services have demonstrated, not only

         20  on that eventful day, but every day, throughout the

         21  City must be acknowledged and reflected in fair and

         22  equitable contracts.

         23                 Today I stand in solidarity with the

         24  United Firefighters Association, standing in support

         25  of the Patrolmen's Benevolent Association currently
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          2  demonstrating their anxiety over the pay raises and

          3  the negotiated contracts they most patiently have

          4  deserved.

          5                 In the last 11 months our brave

          6  firefighters and police officers have been under

          7  enormous physical and emotional strain. These brave

          8  and courageous men and women of our uniformed

          9  services deserve much more than our accolades and

         10  praise, they deserve a contract.

         11                 As we go about the people's business

         12  today, in this hollow chambers, the Patrolmen

         13  Benevolent Association, the Uniformed Firefighters

         14  Association, and their brothers and sisters of the

         15  construction trades, are gathering by the thousands

         16  in Times Square, and thousands of New York Police

         17  Officers and firefighters have gathered to garner

         18  support for their pay hike battles.

         19                 I ask that each of you, my

         20  colleagues, stand together and express your support

         21  and show support for our City's finest and bravest

         22  respectively.

         23                 We cannot allow one more day to go by

         24  without exhausting every plausible effort in

         25  achieving this goal. Our heroes ask for nothing else
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          2  but fair and equitable treatment for all City

          3  workers.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 Council Member Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, just very

          9  briefly. I just wanted to make my colleagues aware

         10  of a reso that I'm introducing. Reso Number 438, and

         11  it's in support of Pastor David Benke, who is the

         12  pastor of Lutheran Church, St. Peter's Lutheran

         13  Church within my Council district.

         14                 Reverend Benke was invited to the

         15  healing ceremonies last September 23rd at Yankee

         16  Stadium, receiving permission prior from the

         17  Lutheran Church to participate. My intent is not to

         18  get involved in theoretical debate but to support

         19  Pastor Benke, who supported this City when we needed

         20  healing the most. So, I want to make my colleagues

         21  aware.

         22                 I also wanted to send my condolences

         23  to the Bengali community of the 37th Council

         24  District, and my condolences to Mazaya Ramon and his

         25  family for the tragic death that happened in my
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          2  Council district just recently, and I will be

          3  introducing a bill naming 4 Bell Street in his honor

          4  in the very near future.

          5                 And, lastly, I just wanted to say to

          6  the Harlem Little League, I'm sure this City

          7  supports you. There always seems to be an

          8  investigation when little leagues from this City

          9  have a chance to make it to the World Series. I'm

         10  pretty sure and hopeful that they're following the

         11  rules, but to that, I just wanted to say go Harlem.

         12  Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         14                 Council Member Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         16  Madam Chair.

         17                 I'd like to rise in support of a bill

         18  I'm introducing today, Intro. 258. The attack on the

         19  World Trade Center has resulted in a change of

         20  attitude and perception by the citizenry of our

         21  City. Common occurrences that were a part of every

         22  day experiences, such as large crowds, packages left

         23  at our doorsteps, flights on airlines now take on a

         24  special meaning.

         25                 In particular, we have come to
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          2  realize the very necessary need for heightened

          3  security. And this is why, my colleagues, I am

          4  introducing this legislation.

          5                 The Department of Citywide

          6  Administrative Services is responsible for the

          7  purchase and disposal of City-owned vehicles. The

          8  process of disposal is done through an auction

          9  conducted by the Department of Citywide

         10  Administrative Services held at the Brooklyn Navy

         11  Yard.

         12                 It was brought to my attention by

         13  Marsha Kramer, Investigator/Reporter of Channel 2

         14  News, that such an auction was being held on July

         15  3rd of this year.

         16                 What was most revealing was the fact

         17  that 17 police cars were to be included in this

         18  auction. While the sirens and other police-oriented

         19  paraphernalia had been removed by the cars, the

         20  distinct white and blue colors and stickers of New

         21  York PD vehicles remained.

         22                 This stood out as an immediate

         23  concern that we have received constant alerts by the

         24  Office of Homeland Security, regarding the attempted

         25  purchase and use of emergency vehicles for possible
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          2  terrorist actions.

          3                 Upon visiting the auction at the

          4  Brooklyn Navy Yard, I was handed a copy of the

          5  regulations relating to the sale of the day's

          6  vehicles. On the first page it clearly stated it was

          7  the responsibility of the purchaser of blue and

          8  white vehicles to repaint them once they have been

          9  purchased.

         10                 This was incredulous. Possible

         11  criminal and/or terrorist proponents were being put

         12  on the honor system. All that was necessary was that

         13  they acknowledge their responsibility to repaint

         14  these vehicles.

         15                 In addition, the Department of

         16  Citywide Administrative Services required no form of

         17  identification.

         18                 The day of the auction, July 3rd, the

         19  Department pulled the 17 vehicles from the auction

         20  and indicated that such vehicles would in the future

         21  be altered so as to delete any such markings or

         22  equipment that would identify it as an emergency

         23  vehicle.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         25  Council Member.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Therefore, I

          3  am asking them to do this by law, and that's why I'm

          4  introducing this legislation, Intro. 258, and I urge

          5  my colleagues to co-sponsor the bill.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Katz.

          8                 Madam Speaker, I know that we have

          9  already voted on the Israeli resolution, and I

         10  appreciate that fact, but I would be disingenuous if

         11  I didn't make at least one more comment on the issue

         12  that I didn't have time to do before.

         13                 Many of my colleagues know that one

         14  of my greatest issues is the fact that no matter how

         15  much we ask the United Nations, the international

         16  peacekeeping body of the world, to stand behind

         17  Israel and give support to the State of Israel, and

         18  more importantly, to condemn the suicide bombings

         19  that are occurring nearly every week in the State of

         20  Israel, no matter how much we ask them to act upon

         21  this, the United Nations has not done so, nor does

         22  it look like they will.

         23                 Madam Advocate, can I have some

         24  order, please?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Would you
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          2  please be quiet while your colleague is speaking?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: So, since this

          4  resolution calls upon the United Nations and the

          5  President of the United States to work together to

          6  seek the closure of the United Nations Missions

          7  Office of the Palestinian Authority in the City of

          8  New York, I think it would be disingenuous if I

          9  didn't at least comment on the fact that I don't

         10  have great hopes that the United Nations is going to

         11  come in and truly make a valiant effort to close

         12  this mission.

         13                 What I do have great hopes for, which

         14  is what this City Council is known for, and what the

         15  City Council is very good at, is putting light on a

         16  topic that needs shedding of that light.

         17                 So, it is my hope that even if I am

         18  wary of the actual result of this resolution, the

         19  fact that our Speaker Jose Serrano, the Chair of the

         20  Committee that has this, and the members of the City

         21  Council have voted for this resolution, it is in

         22  some small way going to put pressure on an

         23  international peace-keeping body, and on the United

         24  States of America for that matter, to actually do

         25  the right thing in the Middle East, actually put
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          2  pressure on the Palestinian community to stop

          3  affecting the daily life of not only the Israeli

          4  community but Palestinian Israelis as well.

          5                 And, so, I thank you for giving me

          6  the time to make these extra comments, and I do hope

          7  it sheds light on a topic that certainly needs

          8  shedding.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please be

         11  polite to your colleagues when they're speaking.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 Council Member Davis.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I want to support Resolution 446, by

         17  Council Member Monserrate, which deals with NYPD and

         18  their disciplinary process concerning minorities

         19  within the Department.

         20                 It also deals with existence of

         21  hostile work environment within the Department in

         22  cases of retaliation against minority officers.

         23                 First, let me say that I support

         24  raises for police officers and firemen, just as I

         25  supported pay raises for teachers. But being a
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          2  retired police officer, when I ran for political

          3  office, I was fired the day after I sought political

          4  office for 18 months. I had to go to court to get my

          5  job back.

          6                 I won the court case and got my job

          7  back, plus backpay. Then I was assigned to the 69

          8  Precinct on the midnight shift after having been a

          9  Police Academy instructor.

         10                 I again went to court and won a

         11  federal lawsuit where NYPD had retaliated against

         12  me. We must send a clear message to NYPD that you

         13  cannot continue to retaliate our spoken police

         14  officers. You cannot create a hostile work

         15  environment. But let me make this very clear, that

         16  is not towards the officers that work diligently day

         17  in and day out. This is talking about NYPD brass,

         18  this is talking about the environment that One

         19  Police Plaza creates, this is talking about the NYPD

         20  Administration. We stand up, we support police

         21  officers, as I am a retired cop, 12 years, three

         22  months, and 26 days, and, again, we believe that the

         23  cops deserve a pay raise, just as we felt that the

         24  teachers deserve the pay raise. We will continue to

         25  cry out for justice within NYPD and in case there's
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          2  any other retaliation cases against me for being an

          3  active, outspoken cop and now a City Council Member,

          4  I will fight those cases and win those cases as

          5  well.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council member.

          8                 Council Member Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate. I'll be brief. I was late, I

         11  want to support Resolution 433 by Council Member

         12  Addabbo with regard to the Clean Water Clean Air

         13  Bond Act. There's a lot of sponsors on that already,

         14  and I would love to see more people support that.

         15                 I would also like to call people's

         16  attention to a resolution that I am introducing,

         17  Resolution 439, with regard to New York State -- the

         18  resolution would call upon New York State to adopt a

         19  bill that's currently in the State Assembly that's

         20  been put forward by my counterpart in the State

         21  Assembly Tom DiNapoli, which would call upon New

         22  York State to enact clean air standards for auto,

         23  similar to what they've just done in California.

         24                 We can remake the map, the Clean Air

         25  map in the US with New York State and California
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          2  leading the way. We can certainly change the face of

          3  Clean Air Act compliance in this country, and I

          4  would urge all of my colleagues to support

          5  Resolution 439.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          8                 Council Member Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 I rise to say two things very

         12  quickly. First of all, the papers have been full of

         13  the issue of homelessness, with 8,500 families, and

         14  I think soon to go to 10 or 12,0000, and I have

         15  spoken to the General Welfare Committee chair and we

         16  hope to convene some discussion to do as much

         17  preventive homelessness as possible.

         18                 These are the same scenes that I saw

         19  in 1984 and 1985 when I worked in the City Council.

         20  You could be there, and we need to make sure that

         21  this issue is addressed, despite the good effort of

         22  the Mayor.

         23                 Number two, I rise to mention, even

         24  in this somewhat empty chamber, that the reason I

         25  supported the resolution regarding the condemnation
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          2  of the PLO is because I just came back, not from

          3  Israel, but from Aspen, Colorado, with the King of

          4  Jordan, the Foreign Minister of Israel, and former

          5  President Clinton at a conference sponsored by

          6  Fortune Magazine where the topics were technology

          7  but also the Middle East, and their feeling was

          8  similar to the one in this room today, these are

          9  very intellectually gifted, thoughtful individuals,

         10  so I listened carefully and I join my colleagues in

         11  the vote today.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         14                 The meeting is recessed -- adjourned.

         15  Sorry, adjourned. We're not coming back today.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 4:30 p.m.)
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