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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Sears

          3  has a special recognition that she's going to lead

          4  us in.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you very

          6  much, Mr. Speaker.

          7                 Today it's very special for me,

          8  everyone in the room, today we're honoring Khalid

          9  Rashid, who is a Minister in Pakistan, and what he

         10  has done, as we know there is a great deal of

         11  suppression in Pakistan, and Father Khalid has

         12  formed over 70 villages to save these people from

         13  persecution. Really astounding.

         14                 There's one truck, and it belongs to

         15  the Father, and that truck services all of the

         16  people.

         17                 So, it is with great pleasure that we

         18  recognize the efforts to overcome persecution and to

         19  fight for what democracy truly means.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: We will ask the Clerk

         21  to read the Proclamation.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         23  of New York, Proclamation.

         24                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         25  New York is proud and pleased to honor Father Khalid
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          2  Rashid for his outstanding humanitarian work in

          3  Pakistan; and

          4                 Whereas: Father Rashid was ordained a

          5  priest in the Roman Catholic Church in 1988 in Essa

          6  Nagri, Pakistan; there are 70 villages in Father

          7  Rashid's parish; and

          8                 Whereas: Catholics are the minority

          9  in Pakistan and are threatened and persecuted for

         10  their beliefs; through his tireless efforts, Father

         11  Rashid has given the people of his parish in

         12  Pakistan spiritual uplift and hope in an otherwise

         13  heartrending situation; and

         14                 Whereas: Father Rashid works to

         15  improve the quality of life among the poor; he has

         16  also worked on repealing the Blasphemy Law in

         17  Pakistan, which unfairly targets people of minority

         18  religions; and

         19                 Whereas: Father Rashid worked for

         20  twelve years in the Peace and Justice Commission,

         21  which was established by the Catholic Bishops of

         22  Pakistan; he was also director of the Youth

         23  Commission and set up a school for children of his

         24  parish; and

         25                 Whereas: Father Rashid has

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            6

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  courageously fought for the rights of his

          3  parishioners, risking his well being for what he

          4  believes is just; now, therefore

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York honors Father Khalid Rashid for his

          7  moral guidance and outstanding contributions to the

          8  spiritual well being of his parishioners.

          9                 Signed this 24th day of July in the

         10  year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         11  For The Entire Council; Helen Sears, Council Member,

         12  25th District, Queens.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Father, we're very

         14  blessed to have you with us and we would love if you

         15  would say a few words.

         16                 FATHER RASHID: I am very grateful to

         17  you, all of you, especially the Chairperson and

         18  Council Members. It's a pleasure for me. I

         19  appreciate you and I appreciate your work, and I

         20  hope the work you are doing and we priests are doing

         21  is the same, we are on the same way to struggle for

         22  peace and justice and harmony in the nations and in

         23  the religious communities, and we have to struggle

         24  for interfaith dialogue and peace for the nations.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Father.

          3  Congratulations.

          4                 My colleagues, we're going to have to

          5  clear this area because we have something very

          6  exciting, entertainment. It's not in the form of us

          7  yelling at each other.

          8                 Council Member Sanders, if you would

          9  come forward. I know you have some friends to

         10  introduce us to who we are honoring today.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         12  Mr. Speaker. I bring before you an event, not simply

         13  people who we're honoring. The Rockaways is famous

         14  for many, many different things, but among the

         15  things that makes the Rockaways famous is, we have

         16  produced the world's best Double Dutch Team. We have

         17  won, not just one year, but many, many years in a

         18  row, and the Speaker having heard these things

         19  understands that he is no small champion of jumping

         20  through ropes and hula-hoops, and even more than

         21  that, he wants to bring the Double Dutch Team

         22  forward so they can teach the City Council how we

         23  need to jump through obstacles.

         24                 Without further ado, may I introduce

         25  to some and present to others, Mr. Stan Brown's
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          2  Pepper Steppers, who will come forward, and

          3  afterwards we will give them -- even as they come

          4  forward, I will move the desks back.

          5                 Sir, welcome to City Council. Ladies,

          6  gentlemen, please come a little forward.

          7                 PARTICIPANT: Thank you, Councilman

          8  Sanders, Speaker, guests, honorees, the rest of the

          9  Council. We are Stan's Pepper Steppers, we are from

         10  Rockaway, Queens, and we are the 2002 World

         11  Champions in American Double Dutch League, in the

         12  sport of Double Dutch.

         13                 In this particular sport we have

         14  three parts, we have a compulsory, a speed and a

         15  freestyle. We're going to demonstrate the

         16  compulsory, we'll demonstrate the speed, and we'll

         17  demonstrate some of the tricks, since we have

         18  limited space, and perhaps part of the freestyle.

         19                 We have won over 500 championships,

         20  local, state, national and worldwide. We are

         21  considered the mecca of Double Dutch, teams come

         22  from as far as China, France, Italy, Japan, to visit

         23  us in Rockaway to learn this particular sport of

         24  Double Dutch.

         25                 So, without further ado, we would

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            9

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  like to show a few of our skills.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Now,

          4  unannounced, I'm going to join in on the last event.

          5  I'm going to join in on the last event.

          6                 PARTICIPANT: Okay, we're going to

          7  introduce you to certain warm-ups so we can get

          8  familiar with the surface. Normally we jump on what

          9  you call a wooden surface, but we're going to see

         10  what we can do with this here.

         11                 Okay, ready ropes? Set: A hundred

         12  turns. Turn on speed. Set (whistle).

         13                 In turning you count the left rope.

         14  That's what judges speed. Listen up for the whistle.

         15  Let's give them a nice clap.

         16                 We'll do the compulsory and then

         17  we'll do the speed.

         18                 Now, compulsory consists of five

         19  parts; two right turns, two left turns, two right

         20  criss-crosses, two left criss-crosses and ten high

         21  steps, waist high.

         22                 This particular part, everything is

         23  timed. This is a 30-second test. The whole objective

         24  is to do as good as you can, without making any

         25  mistakes, if possible, or very few.
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          2                 Let's give them a nice round of

          3  applause.

          4                 Okay, speed. Speed is how many times

          5  the left foot hits the floor. It's a two-minute

          6  test, but for demonstration purposes we're going to

          7  cut it down short. So, every time your left foot

          8  hits, that's what you count.

          9                 These jumpers average anywhere from

         10  750 to 800 steps in two minutes.

         11                 Ready ropes? Set. (whistle).

         12                 Let's give them a nice round of

         13  applause.

         14                 Okay, this is a co-ed sport. Like all

         15  other sports, we have boys, as well as girls. We

         16  will slide this rope down. Jason, we would like you

         17  to come on the rope. Jason is going to demonstrate

         18  the speed, and he's going to demonstrate tricks.

         19                 You'll go on the whistle, and you'll

         20  stop on the whistle.

         21                 Set. (whistle).

         22                 Right now Jason is doing a

         23  combination of different tricks. Okay, we're going

         24  to try a couple of flips. Face this way here. Move

         25  back a little bit, Linden. Move back a little bit.
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          2  Allow yourself a little bit. Go on an angle.

          3                 Let's give him a nice round of

          4  applause.

          5                 Okay, Jase.

          6                 Now, we're going to demonstrate

          7  double compulsory. Okay, you can turn for double

          8  compulsory. I'm going to introduce each one as we

          9  complete, or in between.

         10                 This is Yaete. She's a sixth-time

         11  world champion as a jumper, and a sixth-time world

         12  champion as a coach.

         13                 When I introduce each one, raise your

         14  hand, please. This is Patrice, world champion.

         15  Sheryl, world champion. Katramya, world champion.

         16  Kimberly, world champion. Ruby, world champion.

         17  World champion Joselyn. World champion Venetia.

         18  World champion Alaysa. World champion Jason. World

         19  champion Glenda. World champion Camay. World

         20  champion Lorraine. World champion Camilla. World

         21  champion Laquasha. World champion Dominque. World

         22  champion, and this is my wife, Linda, which is one

         23  of the officials, and also assists me in coaching.

         24                 Okay, double compulsion. Double

         25  compulsion consists of two jumpers in the rope. Just
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          2  like single compulsory it's two right turns.

          3                 Camay, you all up for double speed?

          4  Double speed is like a relay. Double speed is when

          5  you have four on a team, turn turners and two

          6  jumpers. Okay, double speed is a two-minute speed

          7  test in which the first jumper jumps for 55 seconds,

          8  and the second jumper jumps for the duration of the

          9  two minutes. But for demonstration purposes, we're

         10  going to do 50 steps from the first jump, and 75

         11  steps on the second.

         12                 Okay, quash. We've got two double

         13  tricks for you all. Two double tricks for you all,

         14  okay? Let's go. We're running a little short on

         15  time. Set it up. Two double tricks.

         16                 Let's give a nice round of applause

         17  for Camay.

         18                 Camilla, you're up. This is the last.

         19  Doesn't matter what to.

         20                 Okay, set. Let's give them a nice

         21  round of applause.

         22                 Thank you very much. I'll turn the

         23  mic over to you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Well, I know

         25  that I was supposed to get up here and jump, but
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          2  time is against me for the moment. The Speaker and I

          3  were going to do this, but the Speaker said that we

          4  should not take the motivation away from your

          5  people, so I appreciate that. And since he tells a

          6  bigger story than I, we'll let that go.

          7                 Mr. Speaker, if we can give this to

          8  the clerk. I want to congratulate everybody. It was

          9  fantastic. I know you had a rug down here, you did

         10  fantastic.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         12  of New York, Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is proud to honor the Pepper Steppers

         15  Double Dutch Team, on the occasion of its winning

         16  the annual 2002 world individual Double Dutch

         17  championship; and

         18                 Whereas: Double Dutch is a sport

         19  whose roots are planted firmly and deeply in the

         20  soil of our City. It was originally brought to New

         21  York by Dutch settlers in the 1600s, and it is

         22  essentially a more competitive and challenging

         23  version of stepping, skipping, involving two ropes

         24  turned at high speed in egg-batter-like fashion; and

         25                 Whereas: Double Dutch builds
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          2  character by encouraging self-discipline, personal

          3  fitness, it also motivates young people to work

          4  together to achieve both individually and group

          5  success. Stan Pepper Steppers has brought joy to

          6  hundreds of spectators and they make double dutch a

          7  fun sport to watch; now, therefore,

          8                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          9  City of New York honors Stan's Pepper Steppers for

         10  winning the annual 2002 World Double Dutch

         11  Championship.

         12                 Signed this 24th day of July in the

         13  year Two Thousand Two, Gifford Miller, Speaker For

         14  The Entire Council; James Sanders, Jr., Council

         15  Member 31st District, Queens.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I want to

         17  thank all of you, and, in fact, I invite my

         18  colleagues to come forward and take a picture. Not

         19  to come forward and jump, to come forward and take a

         20  picture.

         21                 I know all of you wanted to come and

         22  jump with them, this is your moment. You can come

         23  forward now. I think I better get in here myself. I

         24  will get each of you a certificate later, and I will

         25  hand this to our Speaker, who will continue.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all very

          3  much. It was absolutely incredible. Congratulations.

          4                 Council Member Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Good

          6  afternoon, Mr. Speaker.

          7                 Good afternoon, my fellow colleagues.

          8  I would like to take this moment to introduce you to

          9  two young individuals that have been doing a

         10  fantastic job on behalf of the citizens of the City

         11  of New York, representing the 7th Councilmanic

         12  District, which is my area in Northern Manhattan.

         13                 Let me introduce you to these two

         14  individuals. Vishal Greenaway, right here, is a

         15  senior at the University of Buffalo, majoring in

         16  Finance and Literature. And Joshua, would you stand

         17  over here? And Joshua Rosenthal, who is a senior at

         18  Dartmouth College, and majoring in history.

         19                 These two individuals have

         20  volunteered their time this summer on behalf of the

         21  citizens of New York to assist me in making sure

         22  that the people of the 7th Councilmanic District are

         23  well represented down here at City Hall. This is my

         24  opportunity to thank them publicly on behalf of the

         25  people of the district.
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          2                 Speaker Miller.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you both for

          4  your service, we appreciate it. And I know Council

          5  Member Jackson has a certificate for you.

          6                 If the clerk could read the

          7  certificate. They both read the same, so we can read

          8  them once.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: City Council

         10  Citation.

         11                 Whereas, a great City is only as

         12  great as those persons who give exemplary services

         13  to their community, whether through participation

         14  and voluntary programs, through unique personal

         15  achievement in their professional or other endeavors

         16  or simply through a lifetime of good citizenry; and

         17                 Whereas: Such service, which is truly

         18  the lifeblood of the community and the city, so

         19  often goes unrecognized and unrewarded; now,

         20  therefore, be it

         21                 Resolved, that The Council of the

         22  City of New York, honors and salutes an outstanding

         23  citizen, one who is worthy of the esteem of both the

         24  community and the great City of New York, in Vishal

         25  Greenaway and Joshua Rosenthal.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The Stated

          4  Council Meeting of July 24th, could we have the roll

          5  call, please.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            20

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Invocation.

         14  Father Francis Maurice Panveci. Please stand,

         15  everybody.

         16                 FATHER PANVECI: We begin this morning

         17  with the prayers.

         18                 In the name of God, who is our

         19  creator, the creator of the universe and everything,

         20  it doesn't matter whoever we are, wherever we come

         21  from, but it is from the same God where we have

         22  life, and we come to gather in his name and do the

         23  work he has given each one of us, and all the gifts

         24  he has given us to use.

         25                 So, the prayers this morning, I will
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          2  start with a reading from the Proverbs, the Book of

          3  Proverbs, Chapter 2, from versus six to 11, and then

          4  I will give a short reflection on that, and then I

          5  will recite a psalm, the concluding psalm.

          6                 "It is written, for the Lord gives

          7  wisdom from his mouth from knowledge and

          8  understanding, he has counsel in store for the

          9  upright, he is the shield of those who walk

         10  honestly, guarding the parts of justice, protecting

         11  the way of his puis ones, then you will understand

         12  rectitude and justice, honesty, every good path, for

         13  wisdom will enter your heart, knowledge will please

         14  your soul, discretion will watch over you,

         15  understanding will guard you."

         16                 So, just a short reflection. We come

         17  together here as we all know from the different

         18  boroughs of the City of New York, which is a heart

         19  of the world and the center of the world, and all

         20  this has together all different peoples that use

         21  their talents in order to give life and prosperity

         22  to the City, to the people who live in this City,

         23  people from all walks of world and life, and

         24  therefore, it is God's special gift God has given us

         25  and we come together united in the spirit, the
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          2  spirit of harmony, love, prosperity and life, and

          3  that's what we come here to promote, to promote life

          4  and to promote peace in the world and in our own

          5  city, and the wisdom all we have comes from the same

          6  source, the eternal wisdom which is God, who shares

          7  abundantly his graces and his gifts with each one of

          8  us, and then we use all his talents and gifts which

          9  he shares with us in order to promote life in the

         10  society and in the world.

         11                 And therefore, I appreciate all the

         12  works, and hard works you do, in order to restore

         13  the rights of the people and our soul, to work for

         14  the prosperity of the nation and the city and the

         15  people who live in this territory and be example to

         16  the world, that the world comes to know, and follow

         17  the example, because all the world is looking on

         18  this great city in the world.

         19                 And, therefore, I appreciate and I

         20  pray to God, that God gives you all his graces

         21  abundantly, that you continue to love him, to serve

         22  him, by serving the brothers and sisters, and most

         23  importantly, all the marginal people in the society

         24  and downtrodden.

         25                 And I conclude this short prayer and
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          2  reflection with Psalm 112 with the first six versus.

          3                 "Happy are those who fear the Lord,

          4  who greatly delight in God's commands, the

          5  descendants shall be mighty in the land, a

          6  generation upright and blessed.

          7                 Wealth and riches shall be in their

          8  homes, their prosperity shall endure forever, they

          9  shine through the darkness a light for the upright,

         10  they are gracious, merciful and just.

         11                 All goes well for those gracious in

         12  learning who conduct their affairs with justice.

         13  They shall never be shaken, but just shall be

         14  remembered forever."

         15                 And I just take this opportunity to

         16  thank Mr. Speaker of the Council, all the Council

         17  Members, honorable guests who are present here this

         18  morning, to give me this opportunity to be with you

         19  this morning, and can become one with you in all the

         20  efforts we do, to bring life and prosperity to our

         21  country and to our people and to this City.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Father.

         25                 Council Member Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, I make a motion to spread the invocation

          4  in full upon the record.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

          7  the minutes.

          8                 Council Member Serrano.

          9                 Council Member Serrano, the adoption

         10  of the minutes, please.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: I make a

         12  motion to let the minutes of the May 21st Stated

         13  Meeting be adopted.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         17  papers from the Mayor.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         20  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 289. New base

         22  station, Fox Hill Car Service.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         25  and communications.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          4  Call-Ups.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 290. By

          6  Council Member Lanza.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

          8  vote.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 291, by

         10  Council Member Quinn.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

         12  vote.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call,

         14  please.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Pass.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         14                 Brewer.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes, I'd like

         20  to explain my vote.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Not at this

         22  moment. Later. It's Land Use.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          9                 Land Use Call-Up vote, 47 in the

         10  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         11                 Communication from the Speaker.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

         13  Public Advocate, I have a number of items.

         14                 The first is to report that David

         15  Yassky's grandmother passed away yesterday, and that

         16  is why he is not here with us today. He had to leave

         17  for her funeral.

         18                 Also, Council Member Vann I believe

         19  was called away also on urgent personal business as

         20  well.

         21                 The first thing I'd like to do is ask

         22  Harvey Fertig, who was an employee of the Council

         23  for, 32 years is it? Thirty-two years, to come

         24  forward. We're going to do a brief ceremonial for

         25  Harvey.
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          2                 My colleagues, the gentleman that

          3  stands next to me right here all of you know, Harvey

          4  Fertig, has served the City Council for 31 years --

          5  32. Everybody up. Harvey has done just about

          6  everything, legally speaking, that this Council has

          7  done over the last 32 years. As Counsel to numerous

          8  committees, as Counsel to the Speaker, as the

          9  Director of the Legal Division, Harvey Fertig has

         10  literally taken this Council from where it was 32

         11  years ago to where it is today, and he is retiring

         12  and we are going to miss him desperately.

         13                 So, I just wanted to have an

         14  opportunity to personally say to Harvey, not only

         15  thank you for your friendship, thank you for

         16  everything you've done for the City of New York. We

         17  all feel that way. And if the clerk would read the

         18  proclamation?

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: City of New York,

         20  Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is proud to honor Harvey Fertig on the

         23  occasion of his retirement after more than three

         24  decades of dedicated service to the City, the

         25  community and to three Speakers of the Council under
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          2  whom he served - Thomas J. Cuite, Peter F. Vallone,

          3  Sr., and Gifford Miller; and

          4                 Whereas: If in order to know the man

          5  you must first know his history, then a thirty-two

          6  year career at the New York City Council speaks

          7  powerfully of Harvey Fertig's character and life in

          8  public service; to many Council Members and staff he

          9  is thought of as a resourceful, knowledgeable,

         10  highly congenial and an exceptionally skilled

         11  analyst in matters of public policy; and

         12                 Whereas: From investigating municipal

         13  loan and methadone clinic frauds, establishing the

         14  In-Rem Board, spending all-night sessions on budget

         15  legislation to revising and modernizing the City's

         16  Administrative Code, Harvey's contributions to the

         17  Council have been extremely worthwhile and of

         18  lasting importance; and

         19                 Whereas: As head of the Legal

         20  Division in the 1980's before the Council received

         21  its Charter powers, Harvey was able to produce

         22  quick, potent and effective legislation under the

         23  most trying circumstances; and

         24                 Whereas: During his career Harvey has

         25  been Counsel to eleven Committees and numerous
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          2  Council Members; his tremendous institutional

          3  knowledge has informed, deepened and clarified the

          4  legislative process at all levels; and

          5                 Whereas: Harvey credits his success

          6  in large measure to his wife Muriel and children

          7  Hillary and Jason, all who have given him years of

          8  support and love; and

          9                 Whereas: It has been the Council's

         10  great good fortune to have had such a dedicated and

         11  exceptionally able person as Harvey Fertig offering

         12  advice, insight and organizational savvy for so many

         13  years, and it is with the fullest gratitude and

         14  appreciation of this legislative body that we

         15  recognize and honor his many worthwhile

         16  achievements; now, therefore

         17                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York honors Harvey Fertig, for 32 years

         19  of exceptional Counsel and fine public service.

         20                 Signed this 24th day of July in the

         21  Year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         22  For The Entire Council; James S. Oddo, Minority

         23  Leader, Council Member, 50th District; Joel Rivera,

         24  Majority Leader, Council Member, 15th District; Bill

         25  Perkins, Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member, 9th
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          2  District; Leroy Comrie, Majority Whip, Council

          3  Member, 27th District; and Joseph P. Addabbo, Chair,

          4  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Harvey, I thank you

          6  for a life-time of service, which happens to exactly

          7  coincide with my lifetime, and we would love it if

          8  you would say a few words. Thank you.

          9                 MR. FERTIG: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         10                 When I first came here, friends told

         11  me, you know, just stay a year or two and then get

         12  out, and I just loved it here and I still do. It was

         13  an honor and a privilege being a part of this

         14  Council, working for it, and I really feel it is

         15  part of my life. I take it as a personal affront

         16  when I see criticism of the Council, and over the

         17  years I've really met wonderful people who I love,

         18  who are lifelong friends here and it's just been

         19  great. And more than a privilege to work, it's been

         20  a joy and I really thank you all and wish you all

         21  the best as you go on serving the City, and I will

         22  be around.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         24                 My colleagues, I'm now going to have

         25  the privilege of turning a portion of my time over
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          2  to the Chair of the Land Use Committee who wants to

          3  say something on the subject of the items that are

          4  on the general order calendar today.

          5                 Chairwoman Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. Speaker, my

          7  colleagues, on the agenda today to be voted upon are

          8  several items that are an accumulation of many,

          9  many, many hours of work over the last few weeks,

         10  and one of the items that I know many of you here

         11  today have been contacted on time and time again, is

         12  an application by the Brooklyn Law School in order

         13  to build a dormitory in their special downtown

         14  Brooklyn district. It is an application by Brooklyn

         15  Law School to build a dormitory in the special

         16  downtown Brooklyn district.

         17                 This is an application which asked

         18  for a 265-foot dormitory, and as are a lot of the

         19  controversial items on Land Use, it was important

         20  for us to look at the needs of an important

         21  institution in the City of New York.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Could we

         23  have order in the room, please, for the

         24  Councilwoman? Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam
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          2  Public Advocate. It was important for us to reach a

          3  compromise in looking at the needs and the interests

          4  of an important institution in the City of New York,

          5  like Brooklyn Law School, while also taking into

          6  account the needs and the desires of the surrounding

          7  districts, and also the needs and the desires of the

          8  Council Members who represent those areas, and I

          9  think that we have managed to reach a good

         10  compromise.

         11                 I want everyone here to know, since I

         12  know you've all been contacted, there were 36 people

         13  who testified for the dormitory, there are 25 people

         14  who testified against the dormitory. The

         15  Subcommittee Chair Councilman Avella went out and

         16  did a site visit, negotiated with the law school and

         17  with the civic association and with the Council

         18  members that represent that area. We sat through

         19  seven hours, I believe, it was, of testimony, and in

         20  the end we determined that this was the best thing

         21  that we can get for that area and for Brooklyn Law

         22  School.

         23                 I would like for the record to note

         24  that Brooklyn Law School on its own, which is now

         25  required by Land Use, but on its own, has agreed
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          2  with the Council members and with the Committee, to

          3  go from 265 feet to 216 feet, taking two floors off

          4  their dormitory, taking the wrap-around off of their

          5  mechanical equipment.

          6                 I believe this is a compromise that

          7  although not everyone is thrilled or happy, it is

          8  best for the neighborhood, it is best for Land Use,

          9  and I believe in the end it will be best for the

         10  communities which Brooklyn Law School represents.

         11                 I thank you for your time. I look

         12  forward to the support of all my colleagues on this

         13  application.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, the

         16  Council is also losing two other employees and the

         17  Chair of the Consumer Affairs Committee wants to say

         18  a few words about them right now.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         20  much, Mr. Speaker.

         21                 In the seven months that I have been

         22  Chair of the Consumer Affairs, we have been trying

         23  to unravel the mysteries of predatory lending, and

         24  come up with a bill that I think everybody would be

         25  comfortable with and protects the rights of citizens
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          2  of New York, and I just wanted to recognize two

          3  people who have worked for this Committee and are

          4  now leaving us, I don't think it's a direct

          5  relationship between working for me and leaving, but

          6  you never know.

          7                 Marco Castillo, who is our Policy

          8  Analyst, has been with us for about a year and four

          9  months and is going on to further studies, and I

         10  wanted to recognize him. I hope he's here. Is Marco

         11  in the house? There he is right over there. And many

         12  of you also know David Szuchman, our Legal Counsel,

         13  who is going down to Washington to work for the

         14  federal government.

         15                 So, I just want to thank them for the

         16  work they've done for our Committee, as well as for

         17  the Council as a whole. Thank you very much.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm not sure whether

         19  we're a sinking ship or not, but the Minority Leader

         20  also wants to acknowledge a staff member who is

         21  leaving as well.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Mr.

         23  Speaker. It's a tough day in the Council in losing

         24  Harvey, and it's a tough day for me personally in

         25  losing someone who has been a member of my staff for
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          2  three years.

          3                 When I was first elected in 1999, it

          4  was tough in a special election to get things going,

          5  and a few months into my term I was looking for a

          6  young attorney, and I couldn't find any, and I got

          7  this very impressive resume from this young lady who

          8  was actually a journalist at the time, and a few

          9  months later I called her up and interviewed and she

         10  has been my right arm ever since.

         11                 She went from being a journalist, to

         12  working for a politician and now she's going to law

         13  school. I don't know if she's going up or going

         14  down, she's certainly been in a few professions that

         15  have been maligned.

         16                 There's a favorite quote of mine that

         17  we've used, Elizabeth and I, in certain press

         18  releases, I'll say it very quickly, and I think it

         19  captures Elizabeth, "Hard work spotlights the

         20  character of some people. Some turn up their

         21  sleeves, some turn up their noses, and some don't

         22  turn up at all." And thank goodness for me,

         23  Elizabeth Aris turned up.

         24                 She confounds some of our

         25  constituents and friends when they ask Elizabeth how
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          2  did she find my office, she tells them that she's my

          3  cousin, and she is fond of saying to may parents,

          4  Aunt Marge and Uncle John.

          5                 My loss is the law profession's gain

          6  and the marketing profession's gain, and I just want

          7  to thank Elizabeth.

          8                 This is a woman who every day for

          9  three years traveled from South Ozone, Queens to

         10  Staten Island, and has worked incredibly hard for

         11  me, and has become the little sister I never had,

         12  and she is a talented and beautiful young lady and I

         13  want to thank her publicly in front of everyone.

         14  Thank you for putting up with me for three years.

         15                 Where is she? She's in the corner.

         16                 Elizabeth, thank you very much for

         17  everything. Good luck, and God bless.

         18                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finally, before I

         20  call upon Chairman Perkins, who wants to say a few

         21  words on the subject of an item coming out of his

         22  Committee, I want to say a few words on the subject

         23  of Intro. 238.

         24                 This bill is a bill that I believe

         25  brings equity to a system that needs it. It is an
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          2  amendment to a voter adopted initiative, which

          3  fulfills the vision of the voters and delivers a

          4  fair and equitable system without loopholes and that

          5  treats each district and each member equally. And I

          6  certainly urge my colleagues to vote for it and I

          7  appreciate the leadership of the sponsors, and of

          8  the Chair of the Governmental Operations Committee.

          9                 I believe that this is a measure that

         10  fulfills the vision of the voters, instead of

         11  running counter to it, and that further attempts to

         12  address term limits, would only be appropriate

         13  through voter referendum, but that this, in carrying

         14  out the vision of the voters, is an attempt, and I

         15  think a successful one, to bring a fair and

         16  equitable system for all.

         17                 Chairman Perkins, if you want to say

         18  a few more words on the subject?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         20  very much, Mr. Speaker. I want to be brief.

         21                 I want to first acknowledge the

         22  leadership of our Majority Whip Leroy Comrie and our

         23  Minority Leader Jimmy Oddo and the 47 colleagues who

         24  have signed onto this bill to make it a veto-proof

         25  support for equity, for fairness, that will truly
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          2  represent the will of the people who voted for term

          3  limits, including the leaders of the term limits

          4  movement who joined our Speaker in writing a

          5  supportive editorial in one of the local newspapers.

          6                 I also want to acknowledge the fact

          7  that this is a piece of legislation that is

          8  supported by all the acknowledged good government

          9  groups, by lawyers, civil rights lawyers, labor and

         10  business, several local newspapers, such as the

         11  Daily News and the New York Times, the one and only

         12  Amsterdam News, New York Newsday and the only

         13  opposition in the several hearings that we had was

         14  from the independent party.

         15                 So, I think what we have here is a

         16  bill that represents the true will of the people,

         17  the spirit of term limits that was intended. We are

         18  mending it, we're not ending it. There is an

         19  unfairness to what was originally legislated. This

         20  is an effort of the City Council at its best, when

         21  it takes something that falls short and fills in the

         22  hole to make it truly represent what the people of

         23  the City of New York want, and I want to thank all

         24  of my colleagues for their support.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: That concludes the
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          2  Communication from the Speaker.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          4  of General Order.

          5                 Council Member Sears.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I just want to have a few words to

          9  say that I have been a strong supporter of term

         10  limits, and I continue to support term limits, and

         11  the reason that I have supported our Speaker and

         12  other sponsors to this proposal is that it does not

         13  eliminate the fact that each and every one has to

         14  run again. So, it does not affect the eight years,

         15  it is only equating that each member has an equal

         16  time to serve if they are re-elected again. So, I

         17  would urge all the colleagues to support this,

         18  because it is the right thing to do, and it does not

         19  affect what the voters wanted, which was eight years

         20  for the Council.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

         25  rise to talk about Land Use 208, and Resolution 421,
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          2  and this is regarding a garage, a monthly garage at

          3  1926 Broadway. I want to thank the staff, both

          4  Melinda Katz and Tony Avella for their work on this

          5  particular item.

          6                 I'm going to vote against it and urge

          7  my colleagues to do so, but with the following

          8  proviso: This is a garage that the Community Board 7

          9  did a great job with the City Planning Commission of

         10  moving it to monthly from transient, and that was a

         11  very positive step, because as anybody knows in the

         12  Lincoln Square area there is a tremendous amount of

         13  both vehicular and pedestrian traffic, and, so, the

         14  fact that there will not be cars moving in and out

         15  of this new building's garage is positive. So, it

         16  would be monthly, that's what the application was

         17  for. It's actually for 150 spaces, although it says

         18  180, and the developer was very helpful in that

         19  sense.

         20                 I'm going to vote against it, because

         21  I learned in this process that the zoning resolution

         22  talks about challenges, in order to get a special

         23  permit, you have to not have challenges in terms of

         24  pedestrian movement and traffic movement, but

         25  there's no discussion of need.
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          2                 It turns out that in that particular

          3  neighborhood there are hundreds and hundreds of

          4  available monthly spaces. In fact, right across the

          5  street, a new resident could go right across the

          6  street to get a parking space. So, it's not that

          7  there is a need. This would benefit the residents of

          8  the building, high-income building in particular.

          9                 So, I'm going to vote against it, and

         10  then work, hopefully, with all of you, just as many

         11  of us have transfer stations or maybe too many

         12  social services one might feel in a neighborhood

         13  where there's a saturation, I would like to see the

         14  zoning code state where there is a saturation of

         15  parking spaces, then in fact we don't need another

         16  one, and you can't get a special permit if there is

         17  already a saturation of parking garages. It turns

         18  out that the zoning code doesn't do that.

         19                 So, I just wanted to explain this

         20  particular item. I want to congratulate the

         21  community. Hundreds and hundreds of hours have gone

         22  into the residents of the neighborhood who have come

         23  forward who strongly object to this particular

         24  parking garage.

         25                 Thank you, and when I get to my vote,
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          2  I will vote no on Land Use 208 and Resolution 421.

          3  But, again, I want to thank the staff and the Chairs

          4  of the Land Use and the Health Committee.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I rise today to bring attention to a

         11  resolution that I will be introducing today.

         12                 This resolution is regards to hormone

         13  replacement therapy.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It's not the

         15  right moment to do that, Council member.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Okay. Well,

         17  I'll talk about hormone replacement therapy later.

         18  Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         20                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         22  Madam Chair.

         23                 I just want to speak to the vote

         24  we'll be taking related to term limits.

         25                 Like so many of my colleagues, I
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          2  support this clarification of the law. I think it's

          3  very, very necessary, and I fundamentally believe it

          4  will strengthen term limits in New York City, closes

          5  loopholes and makes the term limits law that much

          6  stronger, and for the reason of the nature of the

          7  changes we're making, I do believe it is absolutely

          8  appropriate to do this legislatively, and that's why

          9  I'm a co-sponsor.

         10                 I also believe, however, that term

         11  limits must be protected going forward. Term limits

         12  has been an amazing success, as evidenced by the

         13  talent in the room, and this new Council is

         14  everything we could have hoped it would be and more.

         15  And I therefore want to amplify the point that the

         16  Speaker made, that any further examination of term

         17  limits in the future must occur with a full public

         18  debate, and must be submitted to the people via

         19  referendum. And the referendum is the only

         20  appropriate way that any further action be taken on

         21  term limits, but I think this is a very good day for

         22  New York City because right now we're strengthening

         23  a law that has worked very well.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Councilman.

          3                 Councilman Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I would agree with my colleague Bill

          7  DeBlasio, there is a lot of talent in this room. I

          8  would not like to lose them, though, in seven and a

          9  half years as well. So, term limits it's good, it's

         10  bad, it depends upon the situation overall.

         11                 I wanted to speak on behalf of Intro.

         12  238 in that it only deals with the issue of fairness

         13  and equity when you have some members getting six

         14  years, some members getting eight years, some

         15  members getting 10.8 years, whatever it is, it

         16  obviously is not fair to the communities, the

         17  districts that they represent. For that reason I was

         18  proud to be a signer of that, and it certainly did

         19  me no good so I offer some credibility with that, it

         20  was a matter of equity and fairness.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         23                 Council Member Diaz.

         24                 Could you all keep your voices down,

         25  please?
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          2                 Speaker Miller. Sorry, Council Member

          3  Diaz.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just have one brief

          5  announcement, while I have everyone's attention,

          6  that I forgot to mention earlier; that is that we're

          7  having a caucus meeting, a Democratic Caucus Meeting

          8  tomorrow in the members' lounge at 2:30. All of your

          9  offices should have been called, they will be called

         10  again, but my understanding is that the caucus

         11  meeting tomorrow is at 2:30 in the members lounge.

         12  Thank you. Everyone got that? 2:30, members lounge,

         13  tomorrow.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         15                 Council Member Diaz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you, Madam

         17  Chairlady. I am going to speak on Introduction 238,

         18  regarding the term limits.

         19                 In January, when I came to this body,

         20  I met Speaker Miller, and I met all of you.

         21  Especially I met Speaker Miller and Councilwoman

         22  Margarita Lopez.

         23                 I worked with them, I learned from

         24  them, and I was feeling very sad to see that an

         25  injustice was done to Council Member Margarita Lopez
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          2  and to Council Member Speaker Miller. So, I proudly

          3  join and sign the introduction, and today I'm very

          4  happy to say that this is one of the legislation

          5  that I have supported that made me so proud and that

          6  made me so honored to be part of it, and would be

          7  very proud to keep working with Speaker Miller and

          8  with Councilwoman Margarita Lopez, and to the others

          9  that will stay after this legislation is approved.

         10  So, I proudly am supporting, and proudly will vote

         11  for that legislation.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council Member.

         15                 Council Member Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         17  Madam Chair.

         18                 I rise to speak briefly about another

         19  resolution that we will be voting on shortly, and

         20  that's Resolution 184, which specifically deals with

         21  temporary protective status for Colombians, and I

         22  want to first and foremost thank Jose Serrano for

         23  the wonderful job that he did last week during the

         24  hearing on this issue. It affects approximately ten

         25  to 20,000 Colombians living in the Borough of Queens
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          2  and throughout the City that have been ravished by

          3  violence and war in their homeland. So, this is a

          4  very important message that we'll be sending to

          5  Attorney General Ashcroft and to the President of

          6  the United States. And I want to thank all of the

          7  colleagues in the Council that sponsored it, well

          8  over 30, and the Speaker for his leadership also on

          9  this issue.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council member.

         13                 Council Member Davis.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you. I

         15  just want to state that I am a proud supporter of

         16  Intro. 238, but I want to assure the voters in

         17  particular of my district that I do support term

         18  limits. I believe that in the support of term limits

         19  it should be fair and to think that some Council

         20  Members would only get six years as opposed to

         21  others receiving eight, I felt that that was not

         22  fair. So, I'm happy to support term limits, I'm

         23  happy that I was one of the earlier supporters of

         24  it, and extend two years for all of my colleagues,

         25  which have demonstrated great leadership skills, and
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          2  it still is up to the voters at the end of the day

          3  on whether or not they are re-elected, just like

          4  it's up to the voters on whether or not I'm

          5  re-elected. But I think Intro. 238 brings about a

          6  fairness to term limits.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council Member.

          9                 Council Member Lopez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         11  Madam Chair.

         12                 I rise, number one, to thank my

         13  colleague, Reverend Ruben Diaz, for his kind words,

         14  and I thank you for making public known.

         15                 The second item that I would like to

         16  address is the matter of term limits. I am and I

         17  will be against term limits. I think it's a wrong

         18  policy. I think it's a policy that impair

         19  communities of color, and communities of low-income

         20  background to elect elected officials that will

         21  deliver to them a better product from government

         22  that they will have otherwise.

         23                 I will continue to fight against term

         24  limits once I leave this body. I had sponsored the

         25  piece of legislation that tried to stop term limits
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          2  before all of you came in here, and I will continue

          3  to support the position against term limits because

          4  it's wrong. It's anti-Democratic, it's against the

          5  principle of this nation.

          6                 Today I want to make clear that the

          7  resolution that we're going to find that is a

          8  temporary one to the issue of term limits is not

          9  good enough, it's just a bandage, and it's going to

         10  take care of our injustice that has to do with eight

         11  districts.

         12                 Right now as we speak the term limits

         13  so-called law, what it does is to impair particular

         14  districts to have equal access to government like

         15  anybody else have in the other communities that are

         16  around New York City. And we, indeed, are going to

         17  fix that, and we're going to have finally the same

         18  foot in the door that everybody have, because we

         19  will have the access to four years in my district

         20  now. But it's shameful that we had to go to remedy

         21  this law just temporarily and a little bit at a

         22  time. I want to make a very strong statement against

         23  term limits now and forever.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Council Member.

          3                 Could you all please turn your

          4  microphones off if you're going to speak while your

          5  colleagues are talking? Thank you.

          6                 Council Member Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

          8  Public Advocate.

          9                 I also rise to talk about Intro. 238.

         10                 During the last couple of weeks,

         11  since it's become known publicly that Councilman

         12  Comrie and I are the lead sponsors on this bill,

         13  I've been asked why a pro-term limits Republican

         14  member, who by a quirk in, another quirk in the law,

         15  theoretically if the people would have me would be

         16  able to serve eleven years, why I would be in favor

         17  and why I would be a lead sponsor of the term limits

         18  bill.

         19                 For me, at least, this is more about

         20  the institution than it is about eight particular

         21  Council members. It's more about the good of the

         22  institution than it is about benefitting eight

         23  particular Council members.

         24                 I'd like to thank all of you, my

         25  colleagues, for helping to frame the issue and

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            56

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  helping to get to the public what this bill is and

          3  what it is not. And the critics of this legislation

          4  have, and will continue I guess to use terms such as

          5  self-serving and cynical and the will of the people,

          6  I think it's about stability and consistency and

          7  checks and balances. And if we look at that term,

          8  the will of the people, we've seen how critics of

          9  this bill sort of cloak themselves in it, let us be

         10  intellectually honest with the public.

         11                 Certainly when people went to vote

         12  for term limits and they voted for term limits

         13  twice, they thought they were voting to limit

         14  elected officials to eight years.

         15                 Certainly, certainly no one could

         16  make the argument that people went to vote knowing

         17  that term limits would be eight years for some and

         18  six for others. Let's be honest with the public.

         19                 I thank all of you for helping us

         20  frame the issue and for passing this bill. I think

         21  it is in the best interest of this institution, and

         22  I look forward to working with all of you for

         23  several years to come. Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 Council Member Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Good

          4  afternoon.

          5                 I rise to talk about Intro. 238, and

          6  as people called me in support of this, they kept

          7  talking about it being fair, and I agree that it is

          8  fair and it's right, but I hope that from this point

          9  on, as we carry Council business, it will be fair

         10  across the board and not just fair when it's to our

         11  best interest.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council Member.

         15                 Report of Special Committees.

         16                 Oh, sorry, we didn't catch you.

         17                 Council Member Koppell. Excuse me.

         18  Back up.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you

         20  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I rise to speak on the rules changes,

         22  which rules changes are always a little bit dull, I

         23  realize they have to do with the operations of the

         24  house and the rules changes, Resolution 431, that

         25  are on the agenda today should be called to the
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          2  attention of all the members.

          3                 While I understand the purpose of the

          4  rule change, which aside from some technical

          5  changes, as I understand it, the major changes refer

          6  to the manner in which we in this body will be

          7  considering resolutions. And while I understand the

          8  purpose of the sponsors of this resolution, I think

          9  it is frankly not well drafted and conceived

         10  somewhat in haste.

         11                 I have some questions about some of

         12  the procedures, and I also believe that there's an

         13  internal inconsistency with one paragraph saying

         14  there should be no debate and another paragraph

         15  saying there shall be debate limited, I might say,

         16  to one minute per member, but at least debate, and

         17  those paragraphs are completely inconsistent with

         18  one another.

         19                 So, while I don't think this is a

         20  terrible thing to adopt, even though it doesn't make

         21  too much sense, what I would urge is that since it

         22  apparently will be adopted today, is that we ask the

         23  Rules Committee to reconsider, and I'd be happy to

         24  sit with them, the wording of each resolution, and

         25  perhaps ask each member to consider the manner in
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          2  which resolutions are to be considered, because this

          3  is going to be part of our procedures for years to

          4  come.

          5                 So, while I'm not going to ask that

          6  it be put over, I am going to ask that it be

          7  considered and that amendments to make it frankly a

          8  little bit more rational be considered as soon as

          9  possible.

         10                 So, when the roll call comes up on

         11  the general orders, I'm going to abstain on this,

         12  because I believe it is a work in progress.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council Member.

         16                 Report of Special Committees.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         19  Standing Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         21  Committee on Contracts.

         22                 Intro. 156-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         24  over.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries,

          3  International and Intergroup Relations, Reso 184.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          5  order.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Government Operations.

          8                 Intro. 238.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         10  order.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         12  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         13                 Intro. 203-A.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         15  over.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         17  the Committee on Land Use.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         19  Committee on Land Use.

         20                 LU 118 and companion Reso 408.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         22  order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 121 and

         24  companion Reso 409.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general
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          2  order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 129 and

          4  companion Reso 410.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          6  order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 132 and

          8  companion Reso 411.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         10  order.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 135 and

         12  companion Reso 412.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         14  order.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 136 and

         16  companion Reso 413.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 137 and

         20  companion Reso 414.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         22  order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 138 and

         24  companion Reso 415.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            62

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  pursuant to letter of withdrawal.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 150 and

          4  companion Reso 416.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          6  order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 151 and

          8  companion Reso 417.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         10  order.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 152 and

         12  companion Reso 418.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         14  order.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 158 and

         16  companion Reso 419.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 180 and

         20  companion Reso 420.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         22  order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 204.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         25  modifications and referred to the City Planning
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          2  Commission.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 208 and

          4  companion Reso 421.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          6  order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 210 and

          8  companion Reso 422.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         10  order.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 214 and

         12  companion Reso 423.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         14  order.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 215 and

         16  companion Reso 424.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 216 and

         20  companion Reso 425.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         22  order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 217 and

         24  companion Reso 426.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general
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          2  order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 219.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

          5  modifications and referred to the City Planning

          6  Commission.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          8  LU 220 and companion Reso 427.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         10  order.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         12  Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation,

         13  Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability Services.

         14                 Preconsidered Reso 399.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         16  order.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         18  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         19                 M 222 and companion Reso 428.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         21  order.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 223 and

         23  companion Reso 429.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         25  order.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 228 and

          3  companion Reso 430.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          5  order.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          7  Reso 431.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          9  order.

         10                 At this point I would ask the clerk

         11  to call -- oh, I'm sorry, General Order Calendar.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 14-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rereferred to the

         16  Committee on Transportation.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 313.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rereferred to the

         19  Committee on Transportation.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso appointing

         21  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         23  order.

         24                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         25  call the roll on all items coupled on the General
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          2  Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair,

         11  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I rise to

         14  explain my vote, my no vote on Intro. 238 on term

         15  limits.

         16                 I want to remind my colleagues that

         17  it is a risky business when we use the legislative

         18  process to alter a people's referendum. I believe it

         19  should be brought back to the people with education,

         20  letting the people know the reasons of the equity in

         21  the time served.

         22                 So, I want to vote no on Intro. 238,

         23  and congratulate my colleagues of 47 or 49 strong. I

         24  welcome you to the two years that you'll be

         25  returning. I'll be looking forward to working with
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          2  you, but on principle I think that we should not use

          3  the legislative process to alter a people's

          4  referendum. So, I vote aye on all; and I vote no on

          5  Intro. 238.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council member.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all,

         12  except Land Use 208 and Resolution 421, regarding

         13  the garage.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I vote aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: May I be

         19  excused to explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I rise today

         22  to talk about Intro. 238, and congratulate the

         23  members of the Council that understand that we have

         24  a legislative duty as a body to create legislation,

         25  to make changes, to fix things that were put
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          2  together incorrectly.

          3                 As Council Member Koppell pointed out

          4  with the legislation that we just put together for

          5  the Rules changes, when you are dealing with complex

          6  issues everything is not laid out properly.

          7  Everything necessarily is put down and in a desire

          8  to make progressive change sometimes errors are

          9  made.

         10                 In a term limits legislation that was

         11  created in 1993, it was clear that eight was enough,

         12  not that some people should get six, or some people

         13  should be given opportunities so they're not uniform

         14  across the city.

         15                 It is clear that as a legislative

         16  body we must correct that, and to take that back to

         17  the voters would eliminate our ability to really be

         18  a legislative body.

         19                 And therefore, it was incumbent upon

         20  me, and Council Member Oddo, to champion that piece

         21  of legislation because if we give up our legislative

         22  authority, we can go home.

         23                 We just dealt with a $5 billion

         24  budget gap. We're dealing with other projected

         25  budget gaps, we're dealing with issues that come
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          2  before this City. We are required to exercise our

          3  legislative authority and our legislative ability.

          4  We must act as a deliberative body, as an open body,

          5  and as a body that goes for consensus.

          6                 I think that this process was

          7  discussed among the members completely, it was given

          8  an opportunity to be aired, and anyone that had an

          9  opinion or a decision was allowed to bring it forth,

         10  but in the end this is a legislative adjustment. It

         11  does not deal with the fact that we are trying to

         12  eliminate term limits, or do anything else to

         13  eliminate the opportunity for people to have a final

         14  say on what term limits are, what the opportunities

         15  for a public service should be.

         16                 This is just an adjustment to clean

         17  up an inequity.

         18                 As far as our Councilman Koppell --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE -- regarding

         21  preconsidered Resolution 431 -- I'm sorry. I know

         22  I'm over time but I have two items -- we will make

         23  those corrections in the Rules Committee, and it's

         24  important that all members be given the opportunity

         25  to review items so that we can make these
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          2  corrections under our legislative authority.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Councilman

          9  Davis, aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: May I be

         12  excused to explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

         15                 Related to LU 216 and the companion

         16  piece, Brooklyn Law School, I just want to say, this

         17  project deeply affects my community, just a few

         18  blocks from my district, and the leaders of the

         19  residential communities, both in my district and

         20  neighboring district, who come close to the Brooklyn

         21  Law School site, are very, very concerned about the

         22  precedent set by this action.

         23                 The need for a new dormitory for

         24  Brooklyn Law School is clear. It's a very admirable

         25  institution and certainly increasing its capacity to
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          2  help students is a positive step forward, but the

          3  concern in this case is that the process of

          4  consulting with the community has been inadequate

          5  from the start and troubled from the start.

          6                 I would like to say in making my vote

          7  that I would call upon Brooklyn Law School to reach

          8  out immediately to the surrounding communities and

          9  involve them in every step of the implementation of

         10  this project from this point on.

         11                 I would also say that although this

         12  project does violate the 120 foot limit that was

         13  determined for this area of Brooklyn to avoid

         14  over-development, we should all fight strenuously to

         15  not violate that limit again. It was a hard-fought

         16  battle to ensure a limit on overdevelopment and we

         17  have to make sure it is respected going forward, and

         18  it should be protected.

         19                 But, again, because the goals of

         20  Brooklyn Law School are admirable, and it will be a

         21  net positive toward the community, I will vote aye

         22  on this item and all other items, with the strongest

         23  advice to Brooklyn Law School to sit with the

         24  community immediately and make this project work for

         25  everyone.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council member.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

          9  all, except for Land Use 208, which I abstain.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Can I be

         12  excused to explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Okay.

         15                 I vote aye on all. I just wanted to

         16  comment on Intro. Number 238. I wanted to thank Mr.

         17  Lauder for spending millions of dollars to help

         18  people understand things about the term limits, even

         19  though I was opposed to term limits before I got

         20  elected, but I still that democracy, the way it is

         21  is that people should be able to vote and keep

         22  whoever they want in.

         23                 In reference to my colleague, Mr.

         24  Barron's comments, I think that the term limits law

         25  does just the opposite, legislatively it went
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          2  through the people but the money was spent to

          3  convince people, many of whom, due to the voting

          4  booth process, have no idea when they come in there

          5  what they're switching on and switching off.

          6                 But in terms of the legislative body,

          7  I think we're here to do the will of the people,

          8  that's what we're here for, and that's all we're

          9  here for. I hope so, anyway. And I've spoken, not to

         10  every constituent of mine, but to many of them, and

         11  I haven't found one person that said, yes, I like

         12  the way the term limits law was written, that

         13  somebody gets six and this guy got eight and this

         14  guy got 11. So, it doesn't make sense. And if it

         15  doesn't make sense, then you get rid of it. You

         16  don't have to ask a million people advice about

         17  something like this. We're here to represent the

         18  people, and the people think this stinks and we

         19  should get rid of it. So, I applaud 238.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council member.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all,

          4  with the exception of Reso 184, which I vote no.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, may I be excused to briefly explain my

         10  vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         13                 With respect to 238, I support it. I

         14  do believe implementing this technical adjustment to

         15  term limits does do, as Council Member Felder said,

         16  the will of the people.

         17                 Procedurally I do, in fact, share the

         18  concerns expressed by Council Member Barron. I think

         19  it's important to note, however, that one reason why

         20  we could not necessarily submit this question to the

         21  voters for the voters to make the technical

         22  adjustment, is the possibility that the Chief

         23  Executive could preempt putting this on the ballot

         24  by putting on a Charter referendum or through other

         25  technical means.
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          2                 I think we should going forward

          3  change the Charter and change the procedures so the

          4  City Council has the ability to put a referendum on

          5  the ballot, if the Council so chooses, without

          6  preemption by the executive.

          7                 So, it's important to note that and I

          8  urge that we work to making that change.

          9                 I also, with respect to Reso 431, the

         10  other item reported out by the Rules Committee, I

         11  will vote for it based on the representations made

         12  by the Chair of the Committee, and there's always my

         13  confidence in that Committee's thoughtfulness and

         14  willingness to consider all input, including that of

         15  Council Member Koppell.

         16                 I, therefore, vote aye on all, except

         17  no on Land Use 208 and Reso 421, Gale Brewer's

         18  garage.

         19                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes to

         22  all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: I abstain on

         25  Resolution 184. I vote no on Intro. 238, and I vote
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          2  aye on all others.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I want to

         10  state for the record, as you know, the public is

         11  aware that when it came to Reso 238, I didn't

         12  support it, not because of I didn't want my

         13  colleagues to have an extra two years, just I

         14  thought the procedure, the way we're going about it

         15  might be wrong, and that it should have been on the

         16  referendum.

         17                 However, after sitting with the

         18  General Counsel for the City Council, and he's

         19  explained to me the law, that the Council doesn't

         20  have the power to put a referendum on the ballot,

         21  that we can do, I had to change my mind, because I'm

         22  here to make laws, not to break laws.

         23                 So, I cannot advocate that we do

         24  something that's going to break the law. But I hope,

         25  as in the future, that I will concur with Councilman
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          2  Gerson and with my colleague Councilman Barron that

          3  in principle, we should be careful when we take away

          4  rights of the people, and we hope that in the future

          5  we can address this issue, that in the future, that

          6  any time things come on the ballot by the voters,

          7  that the Council cannot override it. But this is not

          8  to be addressed today, so, again, I just want to

          9  vote aye on all, and I abstain on Intro 431. Thank

         10  you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, I'd like to explain my vote.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Just a moment on

         16  the garage that Councilwoman Brewer has expressed

         17  dissatisfaction with. Just so the Council members

         18  know, when we are approving or disapproving a

         19  special permit for a garage, there are very specific

         20  criteria for which we can turn down a project.

         21                 As the Councilwoman mentioned in her

         22  comments, and I thank her for doing so, the criteria

         23  to turn down this project really wasn't there.

         24                 I will say on behalf of the garage,

         25  however, that they did go from being a transient
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          2  garage to a monthly garage, thereby avoiding a lot

          3  of extra traffic that may have come in and out of

          4  that garage on a daily basis.

          5                 I would like to commend Councilwoman

          6  Brewer and the civic associations and the staff of

          7  the Land Use Committee for coming together so many

          8  times so often and in so many meetings, in order to

          9  try and reach what we thought was at least some

         10  concessions from this garage owner.

         11                 I thank you for the time. I thank

         12  Councilwoman Brewer for the comments, and her

         13  understanding that there wasn't any Land Use reason

         14  to turn this down, and I look forward to the support

         15  of all my colleagues on this project.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council Member.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I vote aye on

         21  all, except Resolution 431. On 431 I abstain.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I abstain from

         24  voting on Reso 184, and vote aye on the rest.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

          5  explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: When the law is

          8  wrong, the law is removed. It was a time in this

          9  country in which women were not allowed to vote by

         10  law, and the congress removed that law. It was a

         11  moment in this country when black people were slaves

         12  under the law, and we removed that law. Term limits

         13  law is wrong and should be removed, and today I'm

         14  pleased to vote against the piece of legislation --

         15  in favor of the piece of legislation that is going

         16  to fix a little bit the mistake made about approving

         17  term limits in this City, and we should be

         18  courageous enough to stand up and tell to the people

         19  of the City of New York the truth, and the truth is

         20  that term limits destroyed democratic process.  I'm

         21  proud to vote yes on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: May I be

         11  excused to explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I would

         14  like to comment on Intro. 238. I happen to be one of

         15  the eight Council members affected by it, but there

         16  was some media outside seeking out the eight folks

         17  and asking us how do you feel and are you relieved,

         18  and I thought to myself, you know, it's not about

         19  eight people, it's about eight communities, it's

         20  about eight constituencies, and it's about fairness

         21  and equity. These were communities that were being

         22  biased against, that were being disenfranchised, and

         23  I would like to thank my colleagues, Council Member

         24  Oddo and Comrie, for sponsoring this piece of

         25  legislation because the law really responds to the
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          2  inequity of these communities.

          3                 I vote aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you. I'd

         10  like to abstain on Land Use 208, Resolution 421; and

         11  vote aye on all others. Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye on

         14  all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I abstain on LU

         23  208 and Reso 421, and aye on all the rest.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Madam Public

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            82

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you.

          5                 I would like to speak in support of

          6  Resolution 184, which would provide temporary

          7  protective status to victims of violence who are

          8  from the Country of Colombia.

          9                 As well all know, there is currently

         10  much civil unrest in the Country of Colombia, and it

         11  would be inconsistent with the policies of the

         12  United States if we did not afford temporary

         13  protective status to Colombians who are in the

         14  United States at the present moment. It would be

         15  inconsistent of our policy to allow them to force

         16  them return to their native countries when there is

         17  a danger of violence and civil unrest for themselves

         18  and their families.

         19                 In the past, the United States has

         20  provided policies which have allowed refugees from

         21  Hungary, Vietnam, Ireland and the Soviet Union to

         22  seek refuge and safety in this country, and it's

         23  important that we do it for our brothers and sisters

         24  from the Nation of Colombia.

         25                 I support Resolution 184, I vote aye,
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          2  and I vote aye on all others.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I be

          8  briefly excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: First of all,

         11  let me say today that I agree with Council Member

         12  Gerson. This could not be put on the ballot because

         13  it would be preempted by the Mayor, and that is

         14  something we do, and we should as a body strive to

         15  change so that we can put things on the ballot when

         16  necessary.

         17                 In addition, this is something that

         18  needed to be acted on. Now we are paid to lead, and

         19  that's what we are doing.

         20                 So, I vote aye on all, except I do

         21  abstain on Resolution 184. I'm not a foreign affair

         22  expert, but as explained to me by sponsor Mr.

         23  Monserrate who sits next to me, that this bill,

         24  Resolution, applies to every person in this country

         25  from Colombia, whether or not they can prove any
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          2  effect by violence, and I would vote for a much more

          3  narrow version of this. This is too broad, sets a

          4  bad precedent, therefore, I abstain on that.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes on all, with

         10  the exception of 184, I will abstain.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         16  today's General Order were adopted by a vote of 48

         17  in the affirmative, zero in the negative, with the

         18  exception of Intro. 238, which had 46 in the

         19  affirmative, two in the negative; and LU 208 and Res

         20  421, which had 43 in the affirmative, two in the

         21  negative, three abstentions; and Resolution 184,

         22  which had 43 in the affirmative, one in the

         23  negative, four abstentions; with the exception of

         24  431, which was adopted by a vote of 46 in the

         25  affirmative, and two abstentions. And revised Land
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          2  Use Call-Up vote, 48 in the affirmative and zero in

          3  the negative.

          4                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          6  referred to the Committee as identified on the

          7  agenda.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          9  Discussion.

         10                 Council Member Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 I rise to speak about Resolution 392,

         14  which as my colleagues know, we're going on six

         15  weeks in Queens, there's been an ongoing bus strike.

         16  This resolution attempts to show the workers who

         17  have been out on strike, that the City Council is

         18  behind them and will do everything possible to try

         19  and end this strike.

         20                 In addition to the names that have

         21  signed onto the resolution that are on the agenda

         22  before you, a number of my colleagues have also

         23  signed on whose names were, it was too late for them

         24  to get on, Council Member Baez, Diaz, Yassky, Quinn,

         25  Stewart, Rodriguez, Sanders, and there may be
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          2  others. But that brings the number to 42. I

          3  appreciate the support of our colleagues from other

          4  boroughs, because this is a huge, huge issue for the

          5  Borough of Queens, and I'm glad that together we're

          6  showing a strong message to the workers, their

          7  families, the 116,000 riders in Queens that were

          8  without bus service and the owners of the bodegas,

          9  the newspaper stands and the coffee shops who are

         10  dying in their business without this bus service.

         11                 I would also like to extend my

         12  appreciation to the Speaker for his support on this

         13  issue, and I hope that my remaining colleagues will

         14  also sign on the bill to send an even stronger

         15  message to the Administration.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council Member.

         19                 Council Member Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I just wanted to draw my colleagues'

         23  attention to two resos, one which calls upon the

         24  Police Department to clearly display on each police

         25  vehicle the telephone number of the precinct.
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          2                 There's a lot of confusion among New

          3  Yorkers and who to call. I just heard a story today

          4  about that, as a matter of fact, and the 9/11 system

          5  is very overtaxed, as we know. So, this certainly

          6  would go some ways in restoring 9/11 to its proper

          7  usage as well, and letting people become more

          8  acquainted with their local precincts.

          9                 Reso 401 promotes more milk vending

         10  machines throughout the school system in New York.

         11  There's a lot of junk food there and a lot of

         12  sugar-filled Cola drinks and sugar-filled all kinds

         13  of liquid refreshments, milk should be there. Too

         14  many kids have been consuming considerably more soda

         15  than milk, obsessity has been a part of this

         16  problem, and there has been the problem with

         17  decreased calcium. So, it's actually not only an

         18  educational issue, it's certainly a health issue as

         19  well. So, it's 401 and 400.

         20                 Thank you. Thank you, Madam Public

         21  Advocate.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         23                 Council Member Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 My colleagues, I rise to call your

          3  attention to a resolution I am introducing or have

          4  introduced today. The issue of hormone replacement

          5  therapy, HRT. It has been in the news for the last

          6  couple of months. It's an issue that is critically

          7  important to not only my women colleagues in this

          8  Council, but also women across this great City and

          9  nation, and especially since we are dealing with

         10  women's health.

         11                 The recent finding of hormone

         12  replacement therapy, HRT, for menopausal women have

         13  left thousands of women without options.

         14                 The findings also show that women are

         15  using HRT, have periods in years where they are

         16  exposed to breast cancer, ovarian cancer and/or

         17  heart attack. We're talking about, ladies and

         18  gentlemen, the drug primpro, that is now in the news

         19  that is causing a major scare among a lot of women

         20  throughout the United States.

         21                 So, this resolution calls on the

         22  medical community to conduct research to develop

         23  effective alternative therapies as soon as possible

         24  for the women and the women's health issues that we

         25  are dealing with and make it a priority.
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          2                 For those men, this affects you as

          3  well because you have mothers, you have wives, and

          4  at some point and sisters, they may live long enough

          5  to develop, to go through menopause and these drugs

          6  help them to decrease the effects that menopause has

          7  induced upon some women.

          8                 I also like to bring to your

          9  attention the women's sports issue, as we will be

         10  having a hearing on the Women's Issues Committee in

         11  September, which is, on a lighter note, we're

         12  talking about the Williams sisters. Only one tennis

         13  fan here -- three, four. The Williams sisters, all

         14  right. The Williams sisters have taken the game of

         15  tennis by song. My Resolution 391 focuses on the

         16  excellent achievement of Serina Williams. Miss

         17  Williams has proven to be a role model for thousands

         18  of young girls who grow up in the inner-city. She

         19  has shown that young women, that they can achieve

         20  the dream if they work hard, have perseverance and

         21  regardless of race, gender and economic status.

         22                 Why are we talking about this?

         23  Because Serina receives a significant lower payment

         24  for her match than her counterparts, which are male

         25  counterparts. So, we must begin to talk about
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          2  equality for women.

          3                 So, throughout her year, she has

          4  overcome these remarkable barriers, which have paved

          5  the way to the number one female in the tennis

          6  world.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  member, time.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: So, I ask my

         10  colleagues to please join me in acknowledging Serina

         11  Williams, and also to keep in mind about hormone

         12  replacement therapy. It's very much needed, in terms

         13  of research.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please limit

         16  yourselves to two minutes. Thank you.

         17                 Council Member Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         19  Madam Advocate.

         20                 I just want to rise to let my

         21  colleagues know that I'm very, very pleased that

         22  they supported my Committee and passed a resolution

         23  on undocumented students being treated as in-state

         24  students so that they would have the tuition in

         25  CUNY, of in-state tuition instead of out-of-state
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          2  tuition.

          3                 Well, it went before the State

          4  Assembly and passed. It went before the Senate and

          5  passed. And now it's going to the Governor and he's

          6  prepared to sign onto it. So, I want to thank the

          7  City Council for its support for undocumented

          8  students and it going to the Governor and being

          9  passed.

         10                 I thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Davis.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you.

         14  Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I introduced Resolution 396 and it

         16  got me on the front page of the New York Sun today

         17  coming down in a parachute, but those ankles, that

         18  wasn't the color of my ankles as the headshot, but

         19  I'm grateful.

         20                 We all mourned the tragedy that took

         21  place during 9/11, the World Trade Center, but I

         22  just want to make it clear to everyone, everyone did

         23  not die in the World Trade Center because the

         24  building collapsed. There were many people who

         25  passed on because they had to make a choice between
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          2  jumping out of a window or from the rooftop. My

          3  resolution speaks about alternatives. My resolution

          4  speaks about state-of-the-art safety and escape

          5  devices.

          6                 I was watching the World Trade Center

          7  and I seen people jump out of windows and I seen

          8  people jump off of rooftops and I thought to myself,

          9  perhaps if they had a parachute, maybe, maybe,

         10  perhaps, from way up there on the 60th floor, the

         11  70th floor, the top of the World Trade Center, maybe

         12  they could have floated to safety. And the fact

         13  there were firemen that died because people jumped

         14  out the window, came down and landed on fire

         15  officers. We have to think as a creative body, we

         16  have to think imaginative, and I came up with this

         17  particular idea. And then I did research on the

         18  Internet and I want everyone to know they have

         19  low-altitude parachutes out there. In other

         20  countries they're doing this. So, why can't we think

         21  outside the box and think about saving lives?

         22                 We cannot in the 21st Century, have

         23  people, the only means of escape of coming down the

         24  staircases and coming down the stairwells. We have

         25  to think outside the box, and perhaps, just like on
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          2  the airline industry, they provide you with a

          3  seating device, a cushion device, that they say hold

          4  onto it if the plane goes down, then let's think

          5  outside the box and maybe for high-rise buildings,

          6  let's provide parachutes, let's provide alternative

          7  ways to save lives.

          8                 Let us never forget all the people

          9  who jumped out of the windows, jumped off of the

         10  rooftops, perhaps with a parachute one life could

         11  have been saved.

         12                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council Member.

         15                 Council Member Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I rise to inform my colleagues, if

         19  they're not aware, of Resolution 403, which is

         20  calling on the Mayor to file an amicus brief in the

         21  lawsuit CFE, the Campaign for Fiscal Equity, versus

         22  the State of New York. And everyone is aware that

         23  the decision that was rendered by the Appellate

         24  Division basically reiterated the Governor's

         25  position, Governor Pataki's position, that our
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          2  children deserve nothing more than an eighth grade

          3  education, and I am totally incensed and outraged

          4  that the courts could feel that our children are

          5  only entitled to an eighth grade education. And

          6  Resolution 403 asks our Chief Executive, Mayor

          7  Bloomberg to file a brief on behalf of the 1.1

          8  million school children that we represent to say

          9  that he is outraged at this decision and to request

         10  the highest court in New York State, the Court of

         11  Appeals, to overturn the Appellate Division like

         12  they did in 1994 when the Appellate Division ruled

         13  that CFE did not have a case.

         14                 And, so, I ask all my colleagues to

         15  sign onto this resolution to show your support on

         16  behalf of the children of New York City and on

         17  behalf of the citizens of the State of New York, to

         18  show them that you, as a legislative leader, believe

         19  that our children deserve more than an eighth grade

         20  education.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 And, finally, Madam Public Advocate,

         23  for the information of my colleagues, the Jackson

         24  Raiders, which we ran in the Harlem Cancer Relay for

         25  Life, we raised a total of $780 in the fight against
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          2  cancer, and I thank many of my colleagues for

          3  contributing to that fantastic cause. Because, you

          4  know, you never know, one day you may need the help

          5  of others.

          6                 And, so, I ask all of you to support

          7  our fight against cancer.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council member.

         11                 Council Member Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         13  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I want to thank those who signed on

         15  Intro. 243 regarding the Substance Queen that

         16  manages to be a new form of graffiti and I look

         17  forward to working with you to make sure it does not

         18  happen to you in your neighborhood.

         19                 Secondly, I want to mention that on

         20  Friday, July 26th, those who are interested in

         21  technology are going to go at 11:00 a.m. from City

         22  Hall to Metrotech to the Department of Information,

         23  Technology and Telecommunications, very large site,

         24  which is the basis for much of the work that is done

         25  in technology in the City of New York, and it
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          2  impacts on the Departments of Finance, Consumer

          3  Affairs, Buildings, Probation and many others.

          4                 We'll be meeting with the

          5  Commissioner and also learning more about NYC.GOV,

          6  which is the heart of the portal for the web site.

          7                 So, please let us know if you'd like

          8  to join us, and I think the paper is in front of

          9  you.

         10                 As always, I want to thank Nick Noe,

         11  who is the policy analyst for this Committee and

         12  work for the speaker and for us.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE COMRIE:

         15  Council Member DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         17  Mr. Chair.

         18                 I'd first like everyone in the

         19  Chamber to note that we've been joined by one of the

         20  great labor leaders of New York City, Roger

         21  Toussant, the President of the TWU. And I would also

         22  like to support Council Member Avella, and thank him

         23  and thank the Speaker and so many other members who

         24  joined in supporting the resolution that really will

         25  not only help to end the bus strike in Queens, but
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          2  more importantly, will help to set a precedent about

          3  protecting the rights of workers.

          4                 You know, this is a situation in

          5  which doing the right thing for the transit

          6  customer, and doing the right thing for our

          7  neighborhoods is also doing the right thing for

          8  working people. It should be an article of faith

          9  that whenever a publicly subsidized franchise

         10  changes hands that all worker protections and all

         11  collective bargaining rights would equally change

         12  hands at the same time. But unfortunately, we need

         13  to put this resolution into play to ensure that

         14  happens, and what I hope here is that not only will

         15  it have a very positive impact in resolving the

         16  strike in Queens and in making sure that the

         17  extremely legitimate commands of the workers in

         18  Queens are heard, but will also set forward a

         19  precedent for ensuring that whenever public money is

         20  spent, that worker rights are protected.

         21                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE COMRIE: Thank

         23  you, Council Member.

         24                 Council Member Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I'm in support
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          2  of hormone replacement, Council Member Foster.

          3                 I rise to speak on a resolution that

          4  I put in to look at the City's inadequate ability to

          5  collect fines in this era of revenue, the need for

          6  extra revenue.

          7                 We have pots and pots of money that

          8  are sitting out there owed to the City that we have

          9  an ineffective mechanism, and we're being laughed at

         10  and scoffed at by many people who owe the City

         11  millions and millions of dollars because we don't

         12  have the strength to collect it, the legal authority

         13  to collect it. So, we will be having an oversight on

         14  that issue.  Before we start cutting critical

         15  services of the City of New York we ought to look at

         16  collecting the money that is already owed to us.

         17                 I wanted to also announce to my

         18  colleagues, the Consumer Affairs Committee is

         19  attending, we will be having a hearing on September

         20  4th, the intention is to vote on a final version of

         21  the predatory lending bill. Many people are

         22  concerned that we lost our focus. No, we have not.

         23  And that is the intention of this Chair.

         24                 Finally, I wanted to thank my

         25  colleagues for giving me the opportunity to run for
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          2  re-election again, and with the assistance of my

          3  constituents, to serve with them in what I think has

          4  been a terrific eight months, and I'm proud of what

          5  you all have done and want to thank you and would

          6  like to continue to stay with you here through this

          7  course.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE COMRIE:

         10  Council Member Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you.

         12                 Today I rise in support of the

         13  workers of the TWU. I think that we can have a just

         14  settlement which takes into account the needs of

         15  working people, and the needs of the City.

         16                 I also rise in support of the

         17  students of New York City, the children.

         18                 I support Council Member Jackson in

         19  Resolution 403, but I also rise in support of New

         20  York City.

         21                 I believe that New York City is one

         22  of the most magnificent cities in the world to live

         23  in, and not only that, I believe that this is one of

         24  the most interesting cities, a city so nice they had

         25  to name it twice, and that's why we should have not
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          2  only the Democratic National Convention come to

          3  town, but the Republican National Convention come to

          4  town.

          5                 I think that it would be an

          6  incredible move by both of these parties to show

          7  that they love New York more than just a quick

          8  one-liner, but they are putting their money where

          9  their mouth is as we rebuild and show that this City

         10  is not only safe, but it's open for business again.

         11                 So, I urge both of these large groups

         12  that love this great City to come love this great

         13  City in this great City.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE COMRIE:

         16  Council Member Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you.

         18                 On the calendar today is a resolution

         19  calling upon the United States Congress and the

         20  President to sign a bill which is HR1076. It's known

         21  as the America's Classroom Act of 2001.

         22                 As many of you know, we took quite a

         23  hit on cutting of capital funding for building and

         24  rebuilding our schools. We all know the problems of

         25  overcrowding here in the City of New York. We also
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          2  know that we don't receive as much help as we could

          3  from the other governments, state and federal.

          4                 This is a bill which has been

          5  proposed by 226 members of the United States House

          6  of Representatives, which would make $25.2 billion

          7  in interest-free bonds available to the states to

          8  modernize and build new schools. At the same time it

          9  would leave to the discretion of the local

         10  communities, how that money is to be spent and how

         11  the schools should be spent.

         12                 According to the New York Building

         13  Congress this would give New York City over $1.5

         14  billion in which to build our schools. We all know

         15  how important it is. I request that all my

         16  colleagues please join me in this effort. I know

         17  that you all agree that we need to build our

         18  schools, this is a way for us to get money into the

         19  City of New York, with the IRS helping us and giving

         20  us a tax exemption and making sure that our debt

         21  service is not as great as it could be if we

         22  borrowed the money ourselves.

         23                 Thank you, Councilman Comrie.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE COMRIE: Thank

         25  you, Council member.
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          2                 Council Member/Minority Leader Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Acting Public Advocate, Majority Whip, co-sponsor of

          5  the term limits bill and friend of mine.

          6                 PS 11 in Council Member Gioia's

          7  district, Junior High School 25 in Council Member

          8  Avella's district, the Choir Academy in Council

          9  Member Perkins' District, PS 124 in Council Member

         10  Gerson's district, schools in Council Member

         11  Moskowitz, Lopez, Avella, Seabrook, Serrano, Felder,

         12  Dilan, Clarke, Boyland, Sears, Gennaro, Martinez,

         13  Addabbo, 50 schools throughout the City of New York,

         14  what do they have in common? They have in common

         15  that they were a part of a contract that was

         16  recently cancelled by the Board of Education. This

         17  contract was with a company called Synplex of New

         18  York City, which was hired just a few months ago by

         19  the Board of Education to clean, maintain and repair

         20  the fire alarm system in schools throughout our

         21  City.

         22                 Think about this formula. Smoke and

         23  fire, a deactivated school fire alarm system and

         24  children.

         25                 If you talk to people in the
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          2  industry, they will tell you, it is common knowledge

          3  that in some of our schools in New York City, we

          4  have fire alarm systems that malfunction, so what do

          5  the folks do? They turn them off.

          6                 Think about that for a second. A

          7  system you don't need until you need it is turned

          8  off.

          9                 We have a resolution that many of you

         10  have sponsored that Council Member Provenzano is a

         11  co-sponsor of that her Housing and Buildings

         12  Committee will hear, to find out what exactly is the

         13  status of fire alarm systems in our schools, and

         14  exactly why did the Board of Education enter into a

         15  contract, say to the private sector come in and help

         16  us out and then when the number crunches came in,

         17  turned around, within months cancelled that

         18  contract.

         19                 That's the point of the hearing. I

         20  thank you for those who have signed on. For those

         21  who haven't signed on, please take the time to look

         22  at the material we sent to you, because it's all

         23  about protecting our kids in our schools.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE COMRIE: Thank
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          2  you, Council member.

          3                 Council Member Monserrate.

          4                 Okay, Council Member Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Chair.

          7                 First let me commend Minority Leader

          8  Oddo, who consistently is bringing very important

          9  issues before the Council and is doing a very fine

         10  job.

         11                 Today I'm introducing Local Law 246.

         12  This law will require the Department of

         13  Investigations to provide training to City officers

         14  and employees, as well as public officials regarding

         15  the City's Whistle-Blower Law.

         16                 The purpose of this legislation is to

         17  increase awareness among City employees of the

         18  City's whistle-blowing policies and procedures by

         19  requiring the New York City Department of

         20  Investigation to develop educational materials

         21  outlining whistle-blowing policies and procedures.

         22                 They will educate new City employees

         23  of such policies and procedures an organize annual

         24  training on these policies.

         25                 Mr. Chair, it is imperative that City
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          2  employees be able to pursue their missions and the

          3  missions of their departments and programs free from

          4  the fear of retaliation or reprisal from making

          5  these reports of corruption, criminal activity or

          6  conflict of interest.

          7                 It is my deep belief that it is the

          8  responsibility of every employee of the City of New

          9  York to be on the lookout for corruption. In fact, I

         10  believe it is our patriotic duty to the City of New

         11  York.

         12                 I believe that we have an obligation

         13  to the citizens of this City to provide them with

         14  the very best government for their tax dollars, and

         15  we need to ensure that people in our government are

         16  playing by the rules. Whistle-blowers are our eyes

         17  and ears in this fight, in this fight against

         18  corruption and in criminal activity, this

         19  legislation will help ensure that everyone who is

         20  employed by the City of New York is in fact playing

         21  by the rules, and that is why I ask for the support

         22  of my colleagues on Intro. 246.

         23                 Thank you, Mr. Chair, and I think you

         24  look good up there.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE COMRIE: Thank
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          2  you, Council member.

          3                 Councilman Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you.

          5                 I rise in support of Resolution 392,

          6  which I'm a co-sponsor of, which is in support of

          7  TWU and the current workers under the present

          8  franchise. For the Mayor of the City of New York to

          9  say that it is not a City problem is disingenuous to

         10  the over 100,000 constituents in Queens County that

         11  rely on a daily basis for the bus services by these

         12  private companies.

         13                 It is urgent that we do everything in

         14  our power, as City Council members, and in

         15  particular, representatives of Queens County, which

         16  my constituents are directly affected and have been

         17  for the last five weeks or so. And it's urgent that

         18  we do everything in our power to end this strike and

         19  to provide fairness and equity to job protection for

         20  these hard-working men and women of the TWU, and

         21  therefore, I urge everyone to support Resolution

         22  392, and I urge the Mayor to get directly involved

         23  in protection for the members of TWU.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE COMRIE: Thank
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          2  you, Council member.

          3                 Council Member Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Chairman.

          6                 First, I want to thank all my

          7  colleagues that remain to hear what I have to say, I

          8  appreciate it very much. Thank you.

          9                 And I wanted to share with my

         10  colleagues my disappointment with the Board of

         11  Education, there is a church school in the Bronx

         12  that wanted to rent space from the public school

         13  system, they went to court, and the Board of Ed lost

         14  the case and now the Board of Ed is taking the

         15  school to a higher court. I know that vouchers

         16  aren't that interesting to many of my colleagues at

         17  this point, but I am confident that in the near

         18  future you'll see the light. But this has nothing to

         19  do with that, and this has nothing to do with

         20  separation of church and state, for Heaven's sake.

         21  Separation of church and state does not mean that a

         22  church or a synagogue or anything like that, or any

         23  school of the sort should not be allowed to rent

         24  space from the public school system or from the

         25  government, especially if the state is dormant and
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          2  nobody is doing anything with it.

          3                 Especially given the fact that the

          4  Board of Ed needs every penny it can get, I would

          5  think that it would take all the money that it can

          6  get from any source, as long as it's legal.

          7                 So, for the first battle, okay. But

          8  now for the Board of Ed to take its case to a higher

          9  court is unconscionable, and I'm asking my

         10  colleagues, whether you're from Brooklyn or from the

         11  Bronx, or anywhere else, to please voice your

         12  displeasure and communicate with the Board of Ed

         13  that they should let these people pray at the space

         14  or do whatever they want at the space, as long as

         15  they pay for it.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE COMRIE: Thank

         18  you, Council member.

         19                 Council Member Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

         21  Chair.

         22                 I just wanted to express my

         23  appreciation to my colleagues in coming together

         24  around Intro. Number 238. I think it was only fair

         25  that we do this adjustment to the law to make sure
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          2  that all of the citizens of the City of New York

          3  have an opportunity to be represented in a manner

          4  that is equitable and fair, and certainly it is our

          5  obligation to make sure that we are in the business

          6  of doing that, and I think we did our City proud

          7  today in passing this introduction.

          8                 And then, finally, just to let

          9  everyone know, if you don't know, that I am a very

         10  proud JAmerican (phonetic), that is

         11  Jamaican-American.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE COMRIE: Here

         13  here.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: And I am being

         15  joined by Council Member Comrie, the Speaker, and

         16  members of the Puerto Rican and Legislative Caucus

         17  and in extending an invitation to all of our

         18  colleagues to join us on the occasion of Jamaica

         19  Independence, which will be Tuesday, August 6th. For

         20  those of you who aren't here but see this on

         21  Crosswalks, make sure you're there because we're all

         22  going to be feeling irey (phonetic), one love.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE COMRIE:

         24  Council Member Sears, and then we'll wrap up with

         25  Council Member Perkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Okay, thank

          3  you.

          4                 I want to thank Councilman Oddo, for

          5  his initiative on Reso 402. I think every Council

          6  member should look into their district to see which

          7  schools are affected by this.

          8                 I have three schools in my district.

          9  The people who will be doing the examining are not

         10  trained, and it is a travesty that these contracts

         11  have been cancelled.

         12                 I would urge everyone to reconsider

         13  and to look at this, because we must stop this. It

         14  is the safety of our children.

         15                 Every member should look at what

         16  schools are affected in their district. And,

         17  secondly, I wish to say that I join Councilman

         18  Simcha, because he is right, right on target. The

         19  Board of Ed needs money. That school is empty and we

         20  should use it for use that is right for the City of

         21  New York. So, he has made some very valid comments.

         22  Thank you.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE COMRIE:

         24  Council Member Perkins, to wrap up.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Let me first

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            111

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  express my support for Reso 392, a resolution

          3  requiring that any resolution passed by the Council

          4  to authorize a franchise for privately-operated bus

          5  service within the City of New York provide for

          6  protection of the jobs, benefits and collective

          7  bargaining rights of employees of the current

          8  franchise holders.

          9                 I want to commend Council Member

         10  Avella and his colleagues of the Queens Delegation

         11  for the extraordinary support that they have been

         12  providing to those workers, including the Deputy

         13  Majority Leader Comrie.

         14                 I had the privilege of joining them a

         15  few weeks ago out in Queens, and raising the public

         16  awareness of how important this strike is, not only

         17  to the people of Queens but also all New Yorkers.

         18                 And I'm pleased that this resolution

         19  has received such extraordinary support from the

         20  other members of the City Council that represents

         21  the fact that this is not a Queens issue, but this

         22  is a City issue. This is not just the workers of

         23  Queens that are infected, it's all the workers of

         24  the City of New York are affected.

         25                 Number two, I also want to bring to
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          2  my colleagues' attention a resolution that I have

          3  myself offered, calling on our Mayor to join the

          4  Campaign for Fiscal Equity in the State of -- versus

          5  the State of New York in the appeal of the Supreme

          6  Court, the Appellate Division's decision. I want to

          7  thank our colleague, Council Member Bob Jackson, for

          8  the extraordinary leadership he has provided with

          9  CFE over the years that has gotten it to the point

         10  of the Appellate Division, and now I'm sure with our

         11  support with regard to this resolution, he will not

         12  only be able to get it to the Court of Appeals, but

         13  also he will get our, we will be able to get our

         14  Mayor and our City to join in on that struggle.

         15  Because we know that eight years of education is not

         16  enough and that we are, by that decision, condemning

         17  our children to at least a second class existence.

         18                 We are going back before Brown versus

         19  Board of Education in 1954 to a time when certain

         20  kids were given a first class education and other

         21  kids, especially children of color, were separate

         22  and unequal.

         23                 The Speaker has asked me to inform

         24  you that he was called away and that in closing this

         25  afternoon's meeting, that we will close it in memory
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          2  of one of our colleagues, the mother of one of our

          3  colleagues, who passed away. Councilwoman Ruth

          4  Messinger's mother died on Monday, and the service

          5  is on Thursday, July 25th, at 2:00 p.m. at Riverside

          6  Chapel.

          7                 Marjorie Wiler, Councilwoman

          8  Messinger's mother, was 86 years old and until

          9  recently worked full time at the Jewish Theological

         10  Seminary. We would like to ask that all the members

         11  that are left, just please rise for a moment of

         12  silence in condolence to the passing of former

         13  Council Member Ruth Messinger's mother.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE COMRIE: All

         15  rise.

         16                 (Moment of silence observed.)

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE COMRIE: With

         19  that, the meeting is adjourned.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 4:00 p.m.)

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 24th day of July 2002.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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