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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are enormously

          3  privileged and graced to be joined by Archbishop

          4  Demetrios, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese

          5  of America on the Occasion of Greek Independence

          6  Day. It's been a tradition, certainly under the

          7  previous Speaker, who represents so ably so much of

          8  the Greek community here in New York City to

          9  recognize this Greek Independence Day, and I am

         10  proud to represent the Cathedral on the east side of

         11  Manhattan myself. So, we've kept the tradition of

         12  representing the Greek community in the family of

         13  the Speakership, and it's our great, great pleasure

         14  that you've joined us here, Archbishop, your

         15  Eminence, so that we can recognize this very, very

         16  important occasion, and we'd love if you would grace

         17  us with a few words in advance, and we know that

         18  you're going to do the Invocation, as well, when the

         19  meeting actually begins. But if you'll just grace us

         20  with a few words, and we are so grateful for your

         21  presence.

         22                 ARCHBISHOP DEMETRIOS: Thank you so

         23  much, Mr. Speaker, for the truly great honor to have

         24  us today here on the occasion of the celebration of

         25  the Greek Independence Day.
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          2                 As we said before entering this

          3  building, just to be here in this majestic edifice

          4  of freedom and civic order and nobility creates an

          5  obligation and uplifts our spirits. And, so, today,

          6  with the representatives of the Greek Orthodox

          7  Community, and members of this City, we are here

          8  deeply appreciative of your most generous offering.

          9                 I have had the great honor and

         10  privilege, again, together with the members of the

         11  Greek Orthodox Community two years ago, to be in the

         12  very same hall. At that time I said that I am so

         13  happy and proud of being in the capitol of the

         14  world. Today, after September 11th, this statement

         15  is much, much stronger. We are in the capitol of the

         16  world, not simply by offering the highest possible

         17  levels of civilization and culture and cooperation,

         18  cultural, religious, and social cooperation on no

         19  levels, but we are really the capitol because of the

         20  deep and unique suffering on September 11th. This

         21  blood, this terrible tool in Ground Zero, thousands

         22  of people, especially members of this

         23  Administration, policemen and firefighters, and

         24  simply citizens, this presence of this tool there is

         25  a unique monument that will make New York forever a
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          2  capitol that sends continuously the message of the

          3  high price of freedom and love and democracy.

          4                 So, today, as we celebrate Greek

          5  Independence Day, which is remembering a war for

          6  freedom and dignity and independence, we feel much

          7  more that we are in the best possible ground for

          8  such a celebration.

          9                 And let me finish by saying that our

         10  love and our dedication and our prayers for this

         11  beloved capitol of the world today are much

         12  stronger, because of the celebration of Greek

         13  Independence Day, and because of the really unique

         14  day of September 11th.

         15                 Thank you, again.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, your

         17  Eminence.

         18                 I want to ask our colleague, Peter

         19  Vallone, who co-hosted this celebration with me, to

         20  say a few words, and perhaps to introduce the rest

         21  of the eminent visitors that we have today.

         22                 Council Member Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         24                 It's an honor to have you with us

         25  here, your Eminence, and also to be joined by Consul
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          2  General Platis, and so many other dignitaries who I

          3  can't begin to name.

          4                 We have people here from Astoria, as

          5  far as Staten Island, I thank you all for being here

          6  with us. You know, there's no greater place, as you

          7  said, to celebrate Greek Independence Day, than in

          8  the Legislature of the greatest City and the

          9  greatest democracy in the world. You gave us

         10  democracy, the Greeks, and we humbly practice it in

         11  this hall.

         12                 I happen to be privileged to

         13  represent the largest Greek population outside of

         14  Greece, and the former Speaker, the Speaker's

         15  predecessor and my predecessor happen to be the same

         16  person and we would like to continue the

         17  relationship that this Legislature has had with the

         18  people of Greece and yourself and everyone who is

         19  here today.

         20                 We stand here in solidarity with all

         21  of you.

         22                 Thank you all for coming.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. You can

         24  see that the fruit doesn't fall far from the tree.

         25                 I'd like to ask the clerk now to read
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          2  the Proclamation on Greek Independence Day.

          3  Presented to you, your Eminence, here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          5  of New York, Proclamation.

          6                 Whereas: This year marks the 181st

          7  anniversary of Greek Independence, and March 25th

          8  the anniversary of Greek Independence Day, a day

          9  traditionally set aside by citizens of Greek

         10  heritage to pay tribute to their forefathers whose

         11  philosophy and struggle for freedom was manifested

         12  on this day in 1821, when Greek citizens unfurled

         13  their national flag and declared independence after

         14  400 years of domination by the Ottoman Empire; and

         15                 Whereas: To Ancient Greece - the

         16  birthplace of Western civilization - we are indebted

         17  for the enduring values of our democratic heritage

         18  and the cultural traditions that sprang from the

         19  fertile soil of Hellas; and

         20                 Whereas: The founders of modern

         21  Greece, in their turn, looked to the American

         22  experience in forming their new government; and

         23                 Whereas: Greek-American contributions

         24  to education, the arts, law, science, medicine,

         25  government service and private enterprise have

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            9

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  enriched our City beyond measure; now, therefore

          3                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York celebrates the 181st Anniversary of

          5  Greek Independence Day in the City of New York and

          6  calls upon all of our citizens to honor this day and

          7  reflect on its meaning for men and women everywhere.

          8                 Signed this 10th day of April in the

          9  year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         10  For The Entire Council.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: We also have

         12  one more proclamation, which I won't read the entire

         13  proclamation, but the man has done a lot of good

         14  things, and they're all listed here, and this is to

         15  the President of the Federation of Hellenic

         16  Societies of Greater New York, and the Council

         17  proudly presents this, signed by Gifford Miller,

         18  Speaker, to Bill Stathakos.

         19                 (Proclamation read into the record.)

         20                 Proclamation, City of New York

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is proud and pleased to honor Bill

         23  Stathakos, President of the Federation of Hellenic

         24  Societies of Greater New York, for the important

         25  work he has achieved as an individual and through
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          2  his organization, which has immeasurably benefited

          3  the Greek community in New York; and

          4                 Whereas: The Federation of Hellenic

          5  Societies of Greater New York was founded in 1937 to

          6  uphold the ideals of both Greece and the United

          7  States; to support the patriotic and philanthropic

          8  pursuits of the Greek and American peoples; to

          9  provide support to new generations of Hellenic

         10  Americans and to found a Greek home in New York; and

         11                 Whereas: The Federation brought

         12  together the Athenian, Aetolo-Acammanon, Andros,

         13  Vryseon-Anavytis, Northern Epirotan, Aevoees,

         14  Thessalian, Icarian, Naupacitan, Piraean, and Chion

         15  Societies; and

         16                 Whereas: The Federation's First

         17  Executive Committee consisted of Trustees Cleovoulos

         18  Coccoros, Anthony Dedopoulos and Spyros Sakkas,

         19  along with Secretary General George Generalis and

         20  Treasurer John Stavridis; and

         21                 Whereas: The principles the

         22  Federation was founded on hold fast today, and are

         23  advanced by its work and by its current President,

         24  Bill Stathakos, whose distinguished leadership has

         25  carried on the proud legacy of his forebearers; now,
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          2  therefore

          3                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York honors Bill Stathakos, President of

          5  the Federation of Hellenic Societies of Greater New

          6  York. Signed this 10th day of April in the year Two

          7  Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller, Speaker For The

          8  Entire Council.

          9                 MR. STATHAKOS: (Not identified for

         10  the record.) This year Greek parade is dedicated to

         11  our brothers and sisters who perished on September

         12  11th. It's a dual holiday for us, for Greeks, a dual

         13  celebration. We celebrate for freedom from the

         14  Islamic Ottoman oppression, and let's celebrate from

         15  freedom of terrorism, which is the new oppression

         16  against civilization.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finally, we'd like to

         18  ask the Reverend John Ramos to say a few words. He

         19  was the Pastor of the church which was destroyed at

         20  the World Trade Center disaster.

         21                 Reverend.

         22                 REVEREND RAMOS: Good afternoon,

         23  ladies and gentlemen. I was very happy to come in

         24  here today, and I heard that our Archbishop

         25  Demetrios, our head of our church, and he promised
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          2  to us we will rebuild the church, and everybody is

          3  going to build the church. Thank you.

          4                 Also, I want to, as the vice

          5  president I want to give you an icon for you. Thank

          6  you.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm sorry, we also

          8  would like to ask the Consul General just to say a

          9  few words, we're so graced to have his presence.

         10  Thank you.

         11                 CONSUL GENERAL PLATIS: I would like

         12  to thank, first of all, the City Council of New

         13  York, and also their Speaker, and each and every one

         14  here, that helped organize this event.

         15                 Representing a country, a state, a

         16  nation, Greece, is not something that one can very

         17  lightly think upon.

         18                 We all here represent a civilization,

         19  and this civilization that suffered very recently in

         20  this particular country so badly, this civilization

         21  to this civilization, the potential of April parade

         22  is dedicated, and the civilization that we all

         23  cherish and we all think very dearly.

         24                 And I would like to ask everybody

         25  here to think that without the principles as
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          2  emanated from Greece, and without the ideals as

          3  emanated from Greece, today's civilization would

          4  have been completely different.

          5                 Thank you, all.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          7                 Thank you very much. Thank you, your

          8  Eminence.

          9                 We have to move on to a few more

         10  ceremonials, and then we'll ask you to do the

         11  Invocation for the beginning of the meeting.

         12                 Could Council Member Vann come

         13  forward?

         14                 Council Member Vann, we're very

         15  pleased to have some special guests, and I know

         16  you're going to introduce them, and I want to turn

         17  the microphone over to you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you,

         19  Speaker.

         20                 Would all the supporters of Regent

         21  Sanford please come forward.

         22                 All of the supporters of Regent

         23  Sanford please come forward as we present the

         24  proclamation.

         25                 Speaker Miller, Clergy, colleagues
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          2  for the City Council, ladies and gentlemen, brothers

          3  and sisters, several weeks ago some of you had the

          4  displeasure of reading some articles that appeared

          5  in our dailies. Let me be very clear: They were

          6  lies. They were distortions, and twisted the truths

          7  that she had spoken.

          8                 There was an attempt to impugn her

          9  integrity. They tried to kill her will. But how do

         10  you kill the will of Harriet Tubman? How do you kill

         11  the will of Sojourna Trutt?  How do you kill the

         12  will of Fannie Lou Hamer and Rosa Parks? And how do

         13  you kill the will of Dr. Adelaide Luvenia Hines

         14  Sanford? You can't. You can't.

         15                 So, even though there was deceit and

         16  there was subterfuge and there was a conspiracy to

         17  deny the Vice Chancellor the Chancellorship, but you

         18  cannot deny her beauty, you cannot deny her superior

         19  intellect, you cannot deny her dignity and her

         20  eloquence. You cannot deny all that she has brought

         21  to the table, over 40 years of educational

         22  leadership in this State and in this City, cannot be

         23  denied.

         24                 And, so, the Board of Regents need to

         25  be admonished, but that is not today, at the next
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          2  Stated Meeting, Mr. Speaker, we have a resolution to

          3  do that. Today, we wish to proclaim. We have a

          4  proclamation from the City Council that's being

          5  presented to Regent Sanford, and the purpose of that

          6  is to let her know we appreciate all of the

          7  contributions you have made all the time. Your

          8  leadership has been outstanding, and the

          9  proclamation reads as follows:

         10                 Okay, I'll ask Victor to read it. Let

         11  me say that there are supporters that have come for

         12  Adelaide Sanford. Many of them know her when she was

         13  a teacher, and, of course, she was outstanding. Many

         14  knew her when she was a guidance counselor and she

         15  was outstanding. Many knew her as the principal of

         16  P.S. 21, where she established a legacy and she was

         17  outstanding. Many of you know her from the principal

         18  center at Harvard University, where she was

         19  outstanding, and many of us know her as a Regent,

         20  where she has been superb. And, so, now we read the

         21  resolution.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         23  of New York, Proclamation.

         24                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         25  New York is proud and pleased to recognize Regent
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          2  Adelaide Luvenia Hines Sanford for her tenure and

          3  for her pioneering and visionary leadership as a

          4  Regent of the University of the State of New York;

          5  and

          6                 Whereas: Adelaide Luvenia Hines

          7  Sanford is the first African-American woman to be

          8  named Vice Chancellor of the Board of Regents of the

          9  University of the State of New York; and

         10                 Whereas: This accomplishment reflects

         11  Regent Sandford's lifelong commitment to education

         12  and the possibilities it provides for achievement

         13  and the improvement of the individual and the

         14  community; and

         15                 Whereas: Regent Sanford graduated

         16  from Brooklyn College, Wellesley College and Fordham

         17  University; has taught at Baruch College, Fordham

         18  University and the Harvard University Graduate

         19  School of Education; and, has served as Principal of

         20  PS 21, the Crispus Attucks School; and

         21                 Whereas: Regent Sanford has served as

         22  Chair of the Committees on Low Performing Schools,

         23  Higher Education and the Professions, in each

         24  position working to improving the quality of

         25  education provided to all New Yorkers, and
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          2  especially to those underserved populations most in

          3  need; and

          4                 Whereas: Regent Sanford is known and

          5  respected locally and nationally as a leader and a

          6  committed advocate and reformer; now, therefore

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York honors Regent Adelaide Luvenia

          9  Hines Sanford Vice Chancellor of the Board of

         10  Regents of the State University of New York.

         11                 Signed this 10th day of April in the

         12  year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         13  For The Entire Council; Honorable Al Vann, Council

         14  Member, 36th District, Brooklyn.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Regent, we're very,

         16  very pleased to have you here, and grateful for all

         17  of the leadership that you've shown for all of the

         18  children and the people of the City and the State of

         19  New York over many years of great service, and we're

         20  so grateful that you've graced us with your

         21  presence, and would love if you said a few words.

         22                 REGENT SANFORD: Thank you very much,

         23  Speaker Miller. And to Councilman Vann, who 16 years

         24  ago asked me to leave the ivory towers of Harvard

         25  and come to the Board of Regents with a particular
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          2  mandate that I would be a change agent, that my

          3  voice would not be quieted, that I would speak truth

          4  about the impossibility of having an excellent

          5  educational system, when only some of the children

          6  were doing well. And, so, I believe that in a

          7  diverse nation, city, you cannot have excellence

          8  when only some of the children are succeeding.

          9                 I think not only is that important

         10  for the underserved, but it is important for the

         11  served, to understand that if you do not have access

         12  to education, what you have is privilege and

         13  inequity. It is important that we understand that

         14  the promise of America must become the practice of

         15  America.

         16                 It is also important that we

         17  understand, not only do we study history, but we

         18  make history, and children have learned from this

         19  experience, in the election of the Chancellor of the

         20  State University of New York, that perhaps there are

         21  unknown qualities, not background in excellence, not

         22  demonstrated capability, not the power to be a

         23  visionary, but some other mysterious quality that is

         24  hard to identify, and that is a lesson that the

         25  children have learned. They have asked me, Mrs.
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          2  Sanford, what were the qualities that they were

          3  looking for, because the paper talked about

          4  consensus. A leader is not a facilitator. A leader

          5  is a visionary who has a model of excellence, and

          6  brings the group to an acceptance of that model of

          7  excellence.

          8                 So, we are making history and the

          9  Board of Regents has made history, and I hope that

         10  that history will be instructed. I am grateful to my

         11  husband's patience and endurance. I am delighted

         12  with those people with whom I have worked over the

         13  years. You are looking at the achievers in the

         14  system, the people who are here know how to bring

         15  all children to excellence. It would be helpful if

         16  what they do could be modeled.

         17                 I thank you for this opportunity and

         18  I hope that now Congressman Serrano, and Councilman

         19  Al Vann, Deputy Speaker Eve, and all of the people

         20  in the Legislature, who now apparently there are

         21  some colleagues who fear that I would alienate the

         22  same Legislature that voted for me three times.

         23                 I hope that they would rejoice in my

         24  work, and I would hope that the ancestors are

         25  satisfied.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you.

          3                 I think there's another presentation.

          4  Dr. Lois Fernandez, President of Hostos College.

          5                 MS. FERNANDEZ: It's an honor for me

          6  to be here today, Adelaide. I know how much I love

          7  you and respect you and you have been a role model

          8  for me.

          9                 And I sit as president of Hostos

         10  Community College, the only bilingual institution

         11  within the CUNY system, the school that basically

         12  opens the doors to many students that would not get

         13  into some of our CUNY schools, and for that reason I

         14  had to be here today for you. And I would like to

         15  have for your office one of our posters that has

         16  become a collectors item, because it signifies the

         17  beauty of our schools, the beauty of our culture and

         18  your beauty.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all very,

         20  very much.

         21                 If Council Member Lopez could come

         22  forward. Council Member Lopez.

         23                 My colleagues, Council Member Lopez

         24  has brought with us great art and a great artist,

         25  and I'd like to turn the microphone over to her.
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          2                 Council Member Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: We have

          4  sometimes treasures in our own City that we do not

          5  know about it, and we are not even aware about it,

          6  and they are even across the street of you.

          7                 In 1979 I met the family of the

          8  Orhensen's (phonetic), and at the time they were

          9  preoccupied with making sure that a synagogue that

         10  was in our district at the time did not disappear.

         11                 And a famous artist, his name is

         12  Angel Orhensen, took over that particular structure,

         13  and he took over that particular structure, not only

         14  because he care for history and for beauty and for

         15  art, but because he also care about the neighborhood

         16  that at the time was abandoned by many.

         17                 Angle Orhensen is a famous artist in

         18  Europe and Latino America.

         19                 He has not been given the appropriate

         20  recognition in New York City, and today we are

         21  beginning to accomplish that.

         22                 I leave with you, Council Member Alan

         23  Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Council Member

         25  Lopez and I are fortunate to share this magnificent
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          2  edifice, the Ann Hill Orhensen Center, virtually on

          3  the borderline of our districts, but truly this is a

          4  jewel for all of Lower Manhattan and all of

          5  downtown. Council Member Lopez spoke of the

          6  magnificence of the artistry of Mr. Orhensen. I will

          7  just add it's important to recognize their social

          8  commitment, the commitment to our neighborhood and

          9  to our City and to the cause of human love and

         10  fellowship and peace, the symbolism of the art and

         11  the symbolism of the revival of the center stand for

         12  the possibilities of a future of a world in harmony

         13  and peace and in unity, and for that we thank you

         14  for your wonderful inspiration. And I will now at

         15  the direction of the Speaker, ask the clerk to read

         16  the proclamation.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         18  of New York, Proclamation.

         19                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is proud and pleased to honor Angel

         21  Orhensen, for his outstanding contribution to the

         22  arts and culture of this great City; and

         23                 Whereas: He has produced a most

         24  reverend body of work in sculpture, painting,

         25  drawing, video arts; and
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          2                 Whereas: Has preserved a significant

          3  piece of the agricultural and historical legacy of

          4  the City of New York by saving, restoring and

          5  maintaining;

          6                 Whereas: He has consistently opened

          7  opportunities for local grassroot organizations and

          8  institutions to express their insight talents and

          9  self-expression through conferences, civic

         10  celebrations; now, therefore

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York honors Angel Orhensen for his

         13  outstanding artistic and cultural contribution.

         14                 Signed this 10th day of April in the

         15  year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         16  For The Entire Council; Margarita Lopez, Council

         17  Member, 2nd District, Manhattan.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Mr. Orhensen, we are

         19  so pleased you could join us. We would like to

         20  present this proclamation to you and ask you to say

         21  a few words.

         22                 MR. ORHENSEN: Thank you. Thank you

         23  very much for this moment of congratulating me in

         24  art, in Europe, in United States. And I'm very happy

         25  in the United States. Internally, in my spirit, I
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          2  think New York is the best City in the world,

          3  absolutely. I am very happy. Thank you very much.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you very, very

          5  much. Are you going to roll it out?

          6                 If Council Member Martinez could come

          7  forward, with our hero we're.

          8                 Council Member Martinez has a

          9  proclamation which he and I and the entire Council

         10  have joined in to honor the work of U.S. Army

         11  Specialist Oscar Jenyons Escano, who has returned

         12  from Afghanastan, and I will turn the microphone

         13  over to Council Member Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         15  Mr. Speaker.

         16                 It is a pleasure, an honor to have

         17  Officer Escano, who served in the Army Special

         18  Forces, who was involved in the Operation Al'Qaeda,

         19  and which fought for the belief that we believe here

         20  in America, and what makes America, after the

         21  attacks of September 11th, the battle in which seven

         22  American soldiers were lost, three of them who were

         23  part of his special unit, and he's back here in the

         24  City of New York with us, thank God, safely with us,

         25  with his family, and it is an honor for us to have
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          2  him here at this Chamber and present him this

          3  proclamation on behalf of the City Council and the

          4  City of New York.

          5                 So, thank you for serving.

          6                 Mr. Clerk.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          8  of New York, Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is proud and pleased to honor Specialist

         11  Oscar Escano of the United States Army for his

         12  distinguished and courageous service in defense of

         13  his nation, and extends to him the gratitude of a

         14  City and its people;

         15                 Whereas: The Ultimate guarantors of

         16  our safety and liberty are those who risk their

         17  lives to protect it both domestically and

         18  internationally; and

         19                 Whereas: Oscar Jenyons Escano joined

         20  the United States Army in 1999, and after completing

         21  basic training, entered the rigorous program of

         22  preparation to serve in the 1st Ranger Battalion and

         23  the 75th Ranger Regiment; and

         24                 Whereas: Specialist Escano's unit was

         25  deployed to Afghanistan shortly after Christmas,
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          2  2001, as part of a Combined Joint Special Operations

          3  Task Force; and

          4                 Whereas: On March 3rd, 2002,

          5  Specialist Escano's unit was called upon to respond

          6  to an attack upon fellow American soldiers by

          7  Al'Qaeda forces, and entered an intense, hours-long

          8  firefight with heavily-armed enemy troops; and

          9                 Whereas: Despite the loss of seven

         10  men, the Rangers ultimately won the battle and

         11  routed the enemy, prevailing by their courage,

         12  teamwork and perseverance; and

         13                 Whereas: The valor and meritorious

         14  service of United States Army Specialist Oscar

         15  Jenyons Escano deserve special notice from this

         16  body; now, therefore,

         17                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York honors U.S. Army Specialist Oscar

         19  Jenyons Escano and extends to him the gratitude of a

         20  City and its people.

         21                 Signed this 10th day of April in the

         22  year Two Thousand and Two; Gifford Miller, Speaker

         23  For The Entire Council; Miguel Martinez, Council

         24  Member, 10th District, Manhattan.

         25                 SPECIALIST JENYONS ESCANO: Thank you,
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          2  Speaker Miller, Mr. Council Member Martinez, and

          3  members of the House for this incredible, incredible

          4  honor.

          5                 As a native New Yorker gives me

          6  tremendous pride and satisfaction to represent the

          7  greatest City in the world in the Army Special

          8  Operations Community, and I accept this distinction

          9  on behalf of my comrads who fought along side me and

         10  gave their sweat, blood, and in some cases their

         11  very lives in this very important, necessary and

         12  just war against terrorism. Thank you, once again.

         13  Rangers lead the way.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: We're a week before

         15  Settlement House Week, and we're pleased to have

         16  representatives of United Neighborhood houses here,

         17  and we'd like the clerk to read the Proclamation

         18  proclaiming Settlement House Week to be April 15th

         19  to the 20th.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         21  of New York, Proclamation.

         22                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         23  New York is proud and pleased to proclaim the week

         24  of April 15th through the 20th, 2002, to be

         25  settlement house week in the City of New York, in
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          2  recognition of valuable services that Settlement

          3  Houses provides to this City and its people; and

          4                 Whereas: Since its incorporation in

          5  1919, United Neighborhood Houses has worked

          6  alongside New York City settlement houses to provide

          7  a voice for low-income residents and to strengthen

          8  individual families and neighborhoods, and continues

          9  to support the efforts of its 36 member houses

         10  through advocacy, policy management and technical

         11  assistance; and

         12                 Whereas: More than 500,000 New

         13  Yorkers benefit from the programs and services

         14  provided by the settlement houses, including child

         15  care, youth services, adult literacy, job training

         16  and senior services; and

         17                 Whereas: Settlement house programs

         18  have benefitted New Yorkers regardless of age, race,

         19  ethnicity, religion and gender, and have worked to

         20  build strong neighborhoods, acting as a catalyst for

         21  community service and a force for positive social

         22  change; and

         23                 Whereas: United Neighborhood Houses

         24  has been a consistent advocate and staunch ally on

         25  behalf of its member houses and on behalf of New
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          2  Yorkers; and

          3                 Whereas: Through events such as

          4  "Executive Director for a Day," UNH helps promote

          5  understanding among public officials and

          6  decision-makers of the issues confronted by

          7  settlement houses every day; now, therefore

          8                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          9  City of New York honors United Neighborhood Houses

         10  and proclaims April 15-20, 2002 to be Settlement

         11  House Week in the City of New York.

         12                 Signed this 10th day of April in the

         13  year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         14  For The Entire Council.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: And we'd like to ask

         16  Emily Marks to say a few words.

         17                 MS. MARKS: Thank you, Speaker Miller,

         18  and thank you, our new friends, old friends of the

         19  Council, and I want to even thank the clerk who is

         20  an old, old friend of ours and a big supporter.

         21                 It's very appropriate that we follow

         22  the prior proclamations, because Settlement Houses

         23  have been there for New Yorkers for over 100 years,

         24  and we've been there fighting for social and

         25  economic justice. We were there on September 10th,
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          2  we were there on September 11th, we were there on

          3  September 12th, and we'll be there going forward

          4  with the help of this Council in these tough

          5  economic times, and we're there to do the services

          6  that you've listed, the clerk has listed, they are

          7  also there to provide arts, music and joy to people

          8  in the communities, to bring people from all

          9  backgrounds together, to foster cross-cultural

         10  understanding.

         11                 And, so, it's a great honor to accept

         12  this proclamation, and we really appreciate the

         13  support of this body.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Emily.

         16                 MS. MARKS: Thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, my

         18  colleagues. And I want to congratulate all the

         19  ceremonial participants, and once again thank the

         20  Archbishop, his Eminence, for his patience, and

         21  we're going to begin the meeting now. And of course,

         22  we're very graced to have him be here to deliver the

         23  invocation in just a moment.

         24                 So, I'll thank all of you for your

         25  patience, and, once again, we're so grateful to have
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          2  all of you here today.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Let's call

          4  the meeting to order, please. Will the clerk call

          5  the roll call for the purpose of ascertaining the

          6  presence of a quorum.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio. (No
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          2  response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Present.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Present.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         24                 ^^ COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: ^^.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         14  quorum.

         15                 Please rise today for the invocation

         16  given by his Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios, Primate

         17  of the Greek Church of America.

         18                 ARCHBISHOP DEMETRIOS: May I preface

         19  the prayer with a repetition of deep thanks for the

         20  opportunity given to us to be here today, and thank

         21  you for being part of a ceremony of an extended

         22  ceremony in which we feel that we share the life of

         23  this assembly exactly as it develops. The prayer was

         24  prepared in conjunction with the Greek Independence

         25  Day, but is fitting for any day, and, therefore,
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          2  allow me to use exactly the same text which I think

          3  is fitting for the beginning of this specific

          4  meeting of the City Council, and let us bow our

          5  heads in prayer.

          6                 Oh, God of love and peace, we offer

          7  to you our prayer on this day as we commemorate

          8  Greek Independence Day and the ideals and the

          9  sacrifices that this day honors.

         10                 We give thanks to you for those of

         11  our ancestors who offered everything, even their

         12  lives, so that the people of Greece might be free so

         13  that the love of freedom and its beautiful

         14  contributions to persons, societies and countries

         15  would be perpetuated for generations.

         16                 Today, in your presence, oh Lord, we

         17  celebrate this sacred heritage that recognizes the

         18  necessity of freedom, both for proper relationships

         19  among ourselves and for realizing our potential as

         20  human beings created in the image and likeness of

         21  God, guide us in protecting our inheritance and

         22  grant us the wisdom to use these blessings to help

         23  others to sustain life, to foster peace in our

         24  world.

         25                 As we are gathered in this hall of
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          2  the great City of New York, your City, oh Lord, the

          3  administrative center of a city that has suffered,

          4  has struggled, but has overcome adversity and unity,

          5  may you, oh God, guide our hearts and minds to

          6  reflect on the significance in the relationship of

          7  our celebration of Greek Independence Day, a day of

          8  freedom and democracy, and the tasks and challenges

          9  that are before us in this great City and in this

         10  great country, with a heritage both in Greece and

         11  America that has exalted community, democracy,

         12  discovery, and the highest levels of thought and

         13  charitable action;

         14                 May we serve one another in a manner

         15  that is a testimony to the world to what freedom can

         16  accomplish;

         17                 Remember and bless, oh Lord, these

         18  leaders that are gathered here in this auspicious

         19  place, as they labor for what is good and just, and

         20  as they are about to begin a special session related

         21  to their sacred world;

         22                 Grant to all civic, state and federal

         23  authorities, and especially to the Speaker of the

         24  House, Gifford Miller, and to all the members of the

         25  New York City Council, and also to the honorees of
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          2  the day, all the blessings and the wisdom to address

          3  the needs of our day;

          4                 Bestow your grace and peace upon all

          5  people of the world who are suffering in the midst

          6  of strife or war;

          7                 In the days to come, we ask you to

          8  help all ignoring the freedom we cherish, and

          9  celebrate in our honor of Greek Independence Day and

         10  of America constant support of freedom, democracy

         11  and peace all over the world;

         12                 As the source of life and freedom for

         13  all, we offer up to you glory, honor and

         14  thanksgiving, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for ever

         15  and ever, amen.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you. It

         19  is our honor to have with us the Archbishop, his

         20  Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios, leader of the Greek

         21  Orthodox Church in the United States, a world

         22  religious leader who lives with us here in New York

         23  City and graces us with his presence every day.

         24                 It's my pleasure to make a motion to

         25  spread his beautiful and moving invocation on our
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          2  record.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: If there are

          4  no objections, it is so ordered.

          5                 Council Member Gioia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you. I'd

          7  like to make a motion that the minutes of the Stated

          8  Meeting February 27th and March 13th, the Stated

          9  Meetings be adopted as printed.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So adopted.

         11                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         14  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         16  58. Communication from OMB, transfer of City funds.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         19  59, Communication from OMB. Increase budget

         20  stabilization account.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 60.

         23  Communication from the Department of Homeless

         24  Services. Shelters of homeless men overcapacity.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,
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          2  printed and filed.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 61.

          4  Communication from the Manhattan Borough President.

          5  Preliminary Expense Budget.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

          7  printed and filed.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          9  and Communications.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         12  Call-Ups.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         15  Communication from the Speaker.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: I want to thank my

         17  colleagues and bring to the attention of my

         18  colleagues that the principle work that we do today

         19  is the adoption of a budget modification for Fiscal

         20  Year 2002.

         21                 This budget modification represents a

         22  compromise on issues of importance to the Council,

         23  and to the Administration which helps put our fiscal

         24  house in order for this year, taking accruals in

         25  various areas, finding places to save money where
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          2  necessary and also protecting the values and

          3  priorities of New Yorkers, the most notably by

          4  ensuring that the EMS routes which have been

          5  proposed by privatization are continued to be

          6  operated by the outstanding men and women who are

          7  out there every day saving the lives of New Yorkers,

          8  and also by preserving the jobs of a certain number

          9  of fire marshals who are out in the field every day

         10  protecting us and investigating fires, and finally,

         11  by ensuring for certain priorities of the City

         12  Council, in terms of funding for schools and

         13  improving our schools which is a matter that, as all

         14  of my colleagues know, is of great concern to all of

         15  us as we go forward through this budget negotiation,

         16  are able to move forward with the appropriate level

         17  of support and getting the dollars directly into our

         18  communities and into the schools where they matter.

         19                 So, I certainly urge and I'm grateful

         20  for the support of my colleagues with this budget

         21  modification, and appreciate the opportunity to work

         22  with the Administration to make this into a

         23  modification that better reflects the values and

         24  priorities of New Yorkers and puts our fiscal house

         25  in order for Fiscal Year 2002 and look forward to
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          2  continuing that process, as we discuss what the

          3  budget will be for the following year.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          6  of General Orders.

          7                 Councilman Rodriguez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 First, I want to thank my colleagues

         11  in the Council for their heartfelt thoughts and good

         12  wishes you have conveyed to me and my family during

         13  these challenging times for me.

         14                 I was blessed to be elected to this

         15  body twice, and I am saddened that it has now been

         16  called into question. Because of my respect for the

         17  Council, I have resigned my committees to avoid any

         18  further scrutiny of this body, pending the outcome

         19  of my legal situation.

         20                 With regard to the accusations made

         21  against me, I believe in my heart that I am

         22  innocent, and I will be vindicated by a jury of my

         23  peers.

         24                 Unfortunately, only one side of the

         25  story has been conveyed to the public. There is
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          2  another side to the story that will come out, it

          3  will come out in court. Therefore, I ask everyone to

          4  keep an open mind until you hear all the facts in

          5  this matter.

          6                 I very much look forward to

          7  continuing to serve my district, and my

          8  constituents, as their elected local representative

          9  of the local government.

         10                 Thank you, Madam Chair, and thank you

         11  very much, colleagues of mine. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 Anybody else?

         15                 Councilman Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes, Madam

         17  Public Advocate.

         18                 I'd just like to point out to my

         19  colleagues that I've got a resolution on today,

         20  Resolution 174, regarding Earth Day. This is the

         21  last Stated Meeting before Earth Day. It's the 32nd

         22  Anniversary of Earth Day. This is kind of a special

         23  Earth Day this year, it's the 30th anniversary of

         24  the Clean Water Act, which is one of the best things

         25  to come out of Earth Day, that and the Clean Air
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          2  Act, but this is the 30th anniversary before the

          3  Clean Water Act, and, of course, we've grappled with

          4  the Clean Water Act for the last couple of years

          5  with regard to our drinking water supply.

          6                 I'd like to pay a special tribute to

          7  our forebearers in this body who've worked so hard

          8  over the last decade on this issue. Former Council

          9  Member Stanley Michels, who served as Chair of the

         10  Committee, who wasn't able to be with us here today,

         11  but wanted very much to be.

         12                 I'd like to also recognize the good

         13  work of Speaker Miller, who is a former member of

         14  the Committee on Environmental Protection, for his

         15  work on this issue as well.

         16                 I would ask all of you to join me on

         17  Resolution 174, which will be voted today. Thank you

         18  very much.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 Council Member Diaz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you, Madam

         23  Chairlady.

         24                 I just would like to ask, taking this

         25  time just to talk about my friend and colleague,
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          2  Angel Rodriguez, following in the words I just said,

          3  that only one side of the story has come out to the

          4  public, and hoping that the other side different

          5  from what we know comes to the public.

          6                 I'm here to offer my friend and

          7  colleague, Angel Rodriguez, my full support, and I

          8  ask everybody here not to judge until everything is

          9  ready, and that we, as the Council members, receive

         10  and give Angel Rodriguez all the support that he

         11  deserves to clear his name, and we should all wait

         12  until everything is out.

         13                 As a minister, as a friend, Angel,

         14  you have my support, my prayers for you and your

         15  family. And I'm here any time, anything that I could

         16  do, my home number, my cell number always will be

         17  there. My father used to tell my mother, "my friends

         18  are my friends and they are strong" and you are my

         19  friend, Angel, and I am your friend, and I'm here

         20  for whatever you need me to.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council Member.

         24                 Council Member Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Thank you.
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          2                 I want to bring to the attention of

          3  my colleagues, Reso 168.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Can you

          5  speak up? Sorry, Maria, we can't hear.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Okay, thank you,

          7  Madam Chair.

          8                 I want to bring to my colleagues Reso

          9  168. A resolution calling upon the New York City

         10  Transit Authority to increase enforcement against

         11  litterers, remove rubbish from subway tracks, and

         12  set up extermination activities in order to

         13  eliminate the infestation of rats and other vermin

         14  in the subway system.

         15                 I strongly urge my colleagues to

         16  please support Reso 168. Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council member.

         19                 Council Member Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         21  Madam Chair.

         22                 When I was a child, I was treated as

         23  an outcast, as a bad person in society. And when I

         24  was a teenager I was pointed out by all of the

         25  people who surrounded me in school, because people
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          2  knew that I was a lesbian. And I grew up very well

          3  what it means to be attacked, and be pushed against

          4  the wall.

          5                 I'm raising here today to say that I

          6  embrace Council Member Angel Rodriguez, and I ask

          7  everyone to stop one second before they judge.

          8                 We, in this society, have put in

          9  place a system in which people go through that

         10  system and at the end of the tunnel, a decision will

         11  be reached. I ask everyone to be patient and to

         12  understand that judging others always will come back

         13  to judge you.

         14                 Angel, I love you. I care for you and

         15  I am here to support you. God bless you. You are my

         16  brother.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council Member.

         19                 Council Member Yassky.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you very

         21  much. Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

         22                 I just want to note that the budget

         23  modification we will be voting on today adds $80

         24  million in expense funding to the Board of

         25  Education. I want to commend the Speaker and the
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          2  Finance Chair and the Finance staff for working this

          3  out. And I also want to commend them for their work

          4  in presenting a Council alternative to the Mayor's

          5  budget that restores a great deal more money, $350

          6  million, to the Board of Education, that is

          7  desperately needed.

          8                 We all know, I think almost everyone

          9  in this room ran on a platform that included giving

         10  the schools the resources they need to deliver a

         11  first rate education, and I am as delighted as we

         12  possibly can be to see that we are committed to

         13  that, and I hope that we will prevail in our schools

         14  to get the money that they need.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council member.

         18                 Council Member Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate. I'd just like to make a few

         21  comments about the budget modification we're going

         22  to vote on today. I know that the Speaker and those

         23  who have negotiated with the Administration have

         24  done the best that they can do with respect to that

         25  modification and the needs of the people of the City
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          2  of New York.

          3                 I do remain concerned about our Fire

          4  Department, that had a lot on the chopping block in

          5  this modification, and I'd just like us to bear in

          6  mind that this is a Department that has sustained a

          7  historic blow in terms of the loss of manpower, the

          8  loss of morale, and while we hail them as heroes, we

          9  must be mindful that they're human, too. And that

         10  they're individuals who continue to put their lives

         11  on the line for us before September 11th and after

         12  September 11th.

         13                 Our ability to rebuild that

         14  Department as a world class part of our public

         15  safety apparatus in the City of New York should be

         16  in the forefront of all of our minds, and I ask that

         17  going forward we bear this in mind, because the

         18  types of cuts that the Fire Department has had to

         19  take in this modification should not be indicative

         20  of how we rebuild going forth.

         21                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council Member.

         24                 Council Member Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes. I would
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          2  like to stand and rise and praise the Speaker, and

          3  my Finance staff, for the yeoman's job they did and

          4  the countless hours of negotiations that were

          5  involved to put this budget mod before us today, and

          6  I, too, want to join my colleagues in praising the

          7  work of the EMS heroes that were heroes seven months

          8  ago, and were put in as a budget cut, and I was very

          9  proud to be part of the process to restore the EMS

         10  and keep it in the Fire Department and prevent the

         11  privatization of the EMS, which serves a number of

         12  functions, not supporting the public hospital

         13  system, and the lack of preventing the steering of

         14  certain patients outside of that system, but also,

         15  they're the ones that are most accountable to the

         16  public, and the ones that have been doing the

         17  fantastic job on behalf of the people of the City of

         18  New York, and the area to privatize is the

         19  collection, and we've gotten into that in our budget

         20  for next year where we'd like to see the collection

         21  privatized but certainly not the EMS heroes.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 Council Member McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate. I want to also join in those

          4  who commend Speaker Miller and Chairman Weprin and

          5  the Finance staff in the great job that they had

          6  done in negotiating and dealing with the budget

          7  modification received from the Mayor.

          8                 However, Madam Public Advocate, I

          9  must join in with my colleague, Yvette Clarke, and

         10  express my dismay and almost disillusionment with

         11  the Mayor and the Administration in the cuts have

         12  been proposed and sought regarding the brave men and

         13  women who man our Fire Department.

         14                 We saw on September 11th what an

         15  important part of the City of New York they are.  We

         16  saw on September 11th, we were reminded on September

         17  11th something that we should have never forgotten,

         18  that at any time and any minute we may be relying

         19  upon the men and women of the New York City Fire

         20  Department to come to our aid and to rescue us,

         21  whatever the condition may be. And now we presented

         22  this modification where we presented from the Mayor

         23  a cut of over $12 million, and especially

         24  disconcerting are the cuts that reduce the manning

         25  of latter firehouses from five to four, one of which

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            52

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  exists in my own district, and one which concerns me

          3  deeply.

          4                 Although we were successful in

          5  restoring the EMS manpower, I'm very concerned also

          6  that we are forcing nearly 100 firefighters who are

          7  out on sick duty to retire. That is wrong, that is a

          8  wrongheaded policy, we should not be part of it and

          9  we have sent a clear message in this negotiation

         10  that we will not be part of it in the future, and I

         11  want to make sure that the Mayor hears across the

         12  hallways here in City Hall that this City Council,

         13  especially this City Council member from Staten

         14  Island, in the future budget negotiating sessions

         15  will be standing up and standing by those who stand

         16  up and stand by us.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         19  Council member.

         20                 Council Member Reyna.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you,

         22  Madam Advocate.

         23                 I just wanted to take a moment to

         24  state to my colleagues and our leadership for a

         25  great job in their determination to restore funds
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          2  for the people of the City of New York, and I have

          3  to make sure that my colleagues understand that in

          4  trying to restore these funds, child care was

          5  something that we were not successful with, and I'd

          6  like everyone to join me in the upcoming weeks in

          7  making sure that we make it a priority, that we

          8  place equal pressure on the Administration not to

          9  forget child care expansion.

         10                 We will be facing very tough times,

         11  but there are no tougher times than families who

         12  lack child care, and those that are trying to go

         13  back to work feel it more than others.

         14                 I also want to call upon my

         15  colleagues to support Intro. 155 and Resolution 191.

         16  155 is a creation of an affordable housing task

         17  force in addressing the affordable housing crisis,

         18  and I ask we put our money where our mouth is so

         19  that we can start talking in full detail that's how

         20  we're going to create such endeavors, and Reso 191

         21  is giving relief to --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  member, excuse me.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It's not
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          2  appropriate to talk about that, because it hasn't

          3  been introduced.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I apologize.

          5  Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'm sorry,

          7  it's not on a for a vote. My mistake.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Okay.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate. I just want to draw my

         13  colleague's attention to three resos I'm requesting

         14  immediate consideration for.

         15                 One dealing with Holocaust

         16  Remembrance Day; the other one, a day of remembrance

         17  for Israeli soldiers; the other one is Israel

         18  Independence Day, and those three that are on the

         19  calendar today, I request immediate consideration.

         20  Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council member.

         23                 Council Member Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Good

         25  afternoon, Madam Public Advocate, and Council
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          2  members.

          3                 I stand day in reference to the

          4  budget. We're talking about child care, we're

          5  talking about issues that relate to the community at

          6  large which we represent.

          7                 We know that in the budget mod, when

          8  we started in November, that there was a $5 million

          9  cut in child care, but we also know that in new

         10  budget mods, that there has been a restoration of

         11  $60 million for, that has been proposed by this

         12  Council, for the expansion of day care, as well as a

         13  $25 million restoration for capital, which is the

         14  building of day care.

         15                 I am pleased to see that the Speaker

         16  and this Council is vigilant in terms of stepping

         17  forward to save the children of our community to

         18  work with those mothers that are now coming from

         19  welfare to workfare, to move forward in terms of the

         20  budget, to not balance the budget on the backs of

         21  our children and our communities.

         22                 So, I would like to thank the Speaker

         23  and the Finance team for their excellent work in

         24  terms of child care and hope that we could continue

         25  doing the work.
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          2                 We look forward to working with the

          3  Administration. Hopefully they will see the essence

          4  and the importance of the necessity for child care

          5  and how we need to continue on this trend.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9                 Please, could you keep it down when

         10  your colleagues are speaking?

         11                 Council Member Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: No.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Do you want

         14  to pass?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Yes.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Davis.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I rise today to

         19  speak out concerning the budget modification.

         20                 As a retired police officer, I

         21  understand the importance of public safety.

         22                 Though I know the Council, and I'd

         23  like to compliment Speaker Gifford Miller, and I

         24  know the Council, we work very hard, but there is

         25  one part of the budget modification that disturbs
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          2  me, as far as the five engine companies that will be

          3  reduced as far as manpower, from five persons on a

          4  truck to four, that concerns me. We must never

          5  compromise the safety of the City of New York, so I

          6  would say let us take a closer look at that, and if

          7  in the future that can be rectified.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Council Member.

         10                 Report of Special Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         13  Standing Committees.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Finance.

         16                 Preconsidered M 58 and companion Reso

         17  194. Communication from OMB, transfer of City funds.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled under general

         19  order.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         21  59 and companion Reso 195, communication from OMB.

         22  Increased budget stabilization account.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled under general

         24  order.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Governmental Operation.

          3                 Intro. 68. Council members chairs at

          4  termination of office.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          6  order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

          8  Committee on Higher Education.

          9                 Reso 131. Calling upon the Governor

         10  to withdraw or disapprove recent proposals to

         11  changes in TAP.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled under general

         13  order.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Land Use.

         16                 LU 22 and companion Reso 196.

         17  Application number 20025101 HAX, Bronx.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         19  order.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 23 and

         21  companion Reso 197. Application number 20025102 HAX,

         22  Bronx.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         24  order.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 25 and
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          2  companion Reso 198, application number 20025104 HAK,

          3  Brooklyn.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          5  order.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 33 and

          7  companion Reso 199, application number 20025113 HAM,

          8  Manhattan.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         10  order.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 41 and

         12  companion Reso 200. Application number 20025156 HAK,

         13  Brooklyn.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         15  order.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 42 and

         17  companion Reso 201. Application number 20025157 HAK,

         18  Brooklyn.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         20  order.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 45 and

         22  companion Reso 202. Application number 20025160 HAX,

         23  Bronx.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         25  order.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 54 and

          3  companion Reso 203.

          4                 Application number 20025193 HAK,

          5  Brooklyn.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          7  order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 56 and

          9  companion Reso 204. Application Number 20025195 HAK,

         10  Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         12  order.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 58, and

         14  companion Reso 205. Application Number 20025197 HAK,

         15  Brooklyn.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         17  order.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 92 and

         19  companion Reso 206. Application Number 20025210 HAM,

         20  Manhattan.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         22  order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 94 and

         24  companion Reso 207. Application Number 20025212 HAK,

         25  Brooklyn.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          3  order.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 109 and

          5  companion Reso 208. Application Number 20015446 TCM,

          6  Manhattan.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          8  order.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 115 and

         10  companion Reso 209. Application number 20025278 HAX,

         11  Bronx.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         13  order.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 123 and

         15  companion Reso 210. Non-ULURP Number 20025203 HKX,

         16  Bronx.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports from

         20  the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         21                 Preconsidered M 62 and companion Reso

         22  211.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         24  order.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Changes in
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          2  certain committees.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          4  order.

          5                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          6  call the roll on all items coupled under general

          7  order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: We have the

          9  Commissioner of Deeds.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         11  order calendar.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Sorry.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 112 and

         14  companion Reso 212. Zoning resolution, application

         15  number N020192(A) ZRM, Manhattan.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         17  order.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 113 and

         19  companion Reso 213. ULURP Application Number C010229

         20  ZMQ, Queens.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         22  order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         24  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general
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          2  order.

          3                 At this point I would ask the clerk

          4  to call the roll on all items coupled on the general

          5  order.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: May I be

         16  excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, without

         18  objection.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I just want

         20  to say that I'm very pleased to be part of, this

         21  will be our first budget that we will be passing

         22  with the new City Council, and it is my pleasure to

         23  vote aye on this budget mod, in terms of how we look

         24  at what's the issues of the entire City and how

         25  we're dealing with, especially in lieu of our
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          2  children and women, and I speak for all the children

          3  and women, that this is something that I am proud to

          4  do.

          5                 Thank you. I vote aye.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council Member.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes to all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: May I be

         20  excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Without

         22  objection.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: I just

         24  would like to commend Council Member Barron and the

         25  Higher Education Committee for their diligence that
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          2  they gave to the students of the City of New York.

          3                 I think it is very important that we

          4  as a Legislature make it as easy as possible for our

          5  children to afford, and make it easy for children in

          6  New York City to afford a college education, and to

          7  this I vote aye on all.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council member.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: May I be

         15  excused to briefly explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:  I think so.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Thank you.

         18                 Regarding Resolution 131, I find that

         19  that particular proposal to be unconscionable. As a

         20  student of a state university I received a Tuition

         21  Assistance Program grant. It helped me complete my

         22  education, and I think every generation hopes that

         23  the next generation will have at least the same or

         24  better opportunities than were afforded to them.

         25                 And, so, I vote aye on all, and with
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          2  particular pleasure on Resolution 131.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council member.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all,

          9  except for Reso 131, which I abstain.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Abstention on

         18  Intro. 131-A, and aye on all others.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all,

          5  abstain on 131.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes to all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'd like to

         23  take a moment to explain my vote.

         24                 First, with regard to Intro. 68, the

         25  transfer of Council Members' chairs at the
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          2  termination of office.

          3                 This is a bill that we're very proud

          4  to have put forward, thanks to our Speaker Miller

          5  and members of our Governmental Operations

          6  Committee. In effect, it kind of signals that the

          7  days of wine and roses are over; that is to say, no

          8  more $35 chairs. So, the seat that you are presently

          9  sitting in will no longer be available at a cut rate

         10  discount. But they will still be available for what

         11  the market will bear. And considering the eminence

         12  of some of you all, it will be quite expensive I'm

         13  sure. But I just wanted to take a moment to express

         14  our support for that one.

         15                 And then, of course, with regard to

         16  Reso 131, this is a very, very important resolution,

         17  a very, very important message for us to be sending

         18  to our Governor and to our State Legislature with

         19  regard to what we feel is important with regard to

         20  the education, the higher education of all the

         21  students in the City of New York. It really provides

         22  them with an opportunity to get the kind of support

         23  they need, to get the kind of education they need,

         24  so that they, in turn, can invest in their City, can

         25  invest in their communities and in their families.
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          2                 So, I vote aye on that and all other

          3  resolutions. Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I'd like to be

         18  excused to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No

         20  objection.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you.

         22                 I would like to take this opportunity

         23  once again to commend our Chair of the Higher

         24  Education Committee, Charles Barron, as well as our

         25  Speaker of the City Council for jointly being able
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          2  to accomplish the reinstituting of the funding

          3  needed to ensure that our CUNY University is going

          4  to continue to thrive within the City of New York.

          5                 We had a pretty successful press

          6  conference outside, and what they're calling for is

          7  to ensure that we do put education first, and that's

          8  ensuring that education, higher education, libraries

          9  and cultural affairs be put on the forefront of all

         10  our issues here in the City of New York, and I want

         11  to commend Charles Barron for his dedication and

         12  commitment to ensuring that people that live within

         13  our communities and live in our cities can get the

         14  best possible education they possibly can, so I want

         15  to give a round of applause for Charles Barron for

         16  that.

         17                 And I vote aye on all.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         19  Council member.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: May I be
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          2  excused to explain my vote, Madam President?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No

          4  objection.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes, I

          6  really now understand how Ray Charles must feel when

          7  he sang "Oh Beautiful For Spacious Skies," because I

          8  never had the opportunity to see this, but I have a

          9  lot of faith and trust in the leadership, so I guess

         10  I'll vote aye on all.

         11                 We should have these bills that we're

         12  actually voting on and this information that we're

         13  voting on before a vote actually takes place.

         14                 I don't think anybody objects being

         15  Charlie McCarthy, but we just don't want the strings

         16  being shown to let people know. So, I would hope

         17  that we would be provided with this information

         18  before we actually take these votes.

         19                 Aye on all this time.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council member.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            72

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: At this time,

          8  yes on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         19  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, without

         21  objection.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         23  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No

         25  objection.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote aye on

          3  all items, with the exception of Reso 131, I

          4  abstain. But if I might be able to take a couple of

          5  moments to talk about the budget mod?

          6                 It's hard to stand up here. I don't

          7  want to seem that I am not appreciative of the work

          8  done by the Speaker and the staff, and I certainly

          9  don't want to look a gift horse in the mouth. I'm

         10  happy to see that $500,000 has been put back into

         11  the defibrillator program, and I hope that's to

         12  start and at some point it will all be put back.

         13                 What I'm concerned about is the fact

         14  that we are today, via this budget mod, giving the

         15  Board of Education $80 million, taking it from the

         16  miscellaneous budget and going to the Board.

         17                 If you remember the history, for

         18  those of you who are here, and for the new folks, if

         19  I may take a moment to tell you the history, this is

         20  money that was part of our budget process last year,

         21  and then Mayor Giuliani and then Mayor Vallone

         22  reached an agreement that they would take this $80

         23  million, they would return it to the Board of

         24  Education, but the Board was supposed to sign an MOU

         25  so that this money went to specific programs that
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          2  were important to this Council and to the then

          3  Mayor.

          4                 In fact, I have a copy of the MOU

          5  right here.

          6                 The Board of Education never signed

          7  that MOU. And this money is being returned to pay

          8  bills that the Board of Education incurred, not

          9  necessarily to the programs that we deemed as a

         10  priority last June.

         11                 My concern is that we restored in our

         12  budget response $344 million to the Board of

         13  Education, including in that was $190 million cut to

         14  the districts, but also a $150 million cut that was

         15  scheduled for the Central Board, and the Speaker was

         16  very clear in saying that that 150 million would not

         17  go to the Central Board, that that 150 million would

         18  go to the classroom, to the front line, to where we

         19  want it spent.

         20                 My concern is that the Board of

         21  Education will talk a good game, like they did last

         22  year, and that the money will not end up where we

         23  want it to.

         24                 So, I just want to say to my

         25  colleagues, when we do reach budget adoption, we
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          2  really need to take concrete steps to ensure that

          3  the Board of Education does sign an MOU and does

          4  live up to the promise to take $150 million out of

          5  the hell hole that is 110 Livingston Street, and get

          6  it into the classroom where all of us want it.

          7                 What I also want to say is this: We

          8  have, thanks to the Speaker, restored 34 million, a

          9  $49 million cut to our Reso A projects, projects

         10  about computers and libraries, things that are

         11  important to our constituents and important to us.

         12                 It is a nightmare fighting hard to

         13  get this money so that the kids in our districts

         14  have these services, and unfortunately, the way the

         15  system is now, we have to deal with the Board of

         16  Education. We have to give the money that we fight

         17  and give it to the Board, and give it to the SCA,

         18  who takes 30 to 40 percent of soft costs off the

         19  top. I say to one and all, as a body and to you as

         20  an individual, in this upcoming budget, let's think

         21  creatively and outside the box. Is there a way for

         22  us to take our Reso A money and get it to the

         23  schools and get the computers and get the libraries

         24  and cut out the Board of Education.

         25                 The Speaker introduced an initiative
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          2  to leverage $400 million into $5 billion and to give

          3  the money, not to the SCA, not to the Board of

          4  Education, but to DDC. It's probably the greatest

          5  indictment of this current system.

          6                 Well, in this upcoming fiscal year,

          7  when all of us fight hard to get the few scheckles

          8  we get, to give PS 128 and PS 36 computers, let's

          9  not give that money to the Board of Education, let's

         10  figure out if there's a not-for-profit out there

         11  that we can buy the computers that way, so that we

         12  don't punish the kids, but we cut out the board.

         13                 I'm troubled by $80 million that was

         14  supposed to go to X, Y and Z, that they said they

         15  were going to put to X, Y and Z is not there. Let's

         16  not make the mistake with the $150 million, and

         17  let's not make the mistake with the few sheckles we

         18  get in Reso A. Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council Member.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I want to welcome

         23  the Minority Leader's strong, positive remarks about

         24  our budget response and the importance of education

         25  first and restoring funds directly into the
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          2  classroom, and vote aye on all coupled general

          3  orders.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items in

          5  today's calendar were adopted by 50 in the

          6  affirmative, zero in the negative, with the

          7  exception of R 131, which has 46 in the affirmative,

          8  zero negative and four abstentions.

          9                 Introduction and Reading of the

         10  Bills.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

         12  Public Advocate. And first, before I get to the

         13  Immediate Considerations on the agenda, I want to

         14  take a moment to ask my colleagues to take a second

         15  to think of Council Member DeBlasio and his wife.

         16  Council Member DeBlasio is not here at the moment

         17  because his wife is having minor surgery performed

         18  on her. She's fine, but certainly our thoughts are

         19  with her and with our colleague on this day, and

         20  that's the only reason he was not here to

         21  participate in this meeting, but certainly an

         22  understandable one.

         23                 For our first immediate

         24  consideration, I would call upon Council Member

         25  Barron to discuss Resolution 169.
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          2                 Oh, you want to come over here? Give

          3  me a few years.

          4                 Council Member Barron, Resolution

          5  establishing an annual event called the CUNY Awards

          6  to highlight the accomplishments of outstanding CUNY

          7  students and their contributions to the City and

          8  State of New York.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I was trying

         10  to get prepared for my future position, Madam Chair,

         11  but the Speaker didn't allow me to do that, so I'll

         12  have to speak from here.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: As you wish.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: But I do stand

         15  to ask for support on the immediate consideration

         16  resolution to have a CUNY Awards Day.

         17                 And I want to say to our CUNY

         18  students, today is CUNY Day, we are proud of you. We

         19  thank you for your leadership and all the work that

         20  you have done. Take a stand and make sure you give

         21  them a big hand clap for the work that they've done

         22  all day today.

         23                 Madam Chair, this is CUNY Day, and we

         24  have an immediate resolution to call for Awards Day

         25  in the fall, and these are awards for excellence and
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          2  academics and athletics and entrepreneurships and

          3  arts, and you name it, and we'll name it after

          4  famous people like Malcolm X, Nelson Mandella; we'll

          5  name it after a famous woman like Bella Absug or

          6  Winnie Mandella or whatever they want us to name it

          7  after, but these are going to be awards of

          8  excellence for our students and we want to honor

          9  them in the fall and we ask you to pass that

         10  resolution.

         11                 We also want to thank the Council for

         12  passing the resolution on the TAP restructuring, so

         13  we have a victory there for CUNY that TAP will send

         14  a strong message to the Governor that we want to

         15  leave TAP as it is. For the colleagues that

         16  abstained or whatever, they'll get it right sooner

         17  or later, we love you anyway. But moving right

         18  along, we just thank you for your support of CUNY,

         19  and we thank you for the budget that CUNY was going

         20  to -- we're going to get all of that money back into

         21  CUNY. We thank you, Mr. Speaker, for that, we thank

         22  the Council for that, and we waive the reading of

         23  the resolution. And I ask, Madam Chair, that I be

         24  excused from this meeting so I can go down and have

         25  lunch with my CUNY students, because they were
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          2  eating some of the food before they came up here,

          3  and I want to make sure I get my share on the way

          4  back down.

          5                 So, I ask that I might be excused.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Immediate

          7  consideration. I'm sorry. The sponsor has asked for

          8  immediate consideration and waive the reading, are

          9  there any objections?

         10                 Hearing none, all in favor say aye.

         11                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All opposed

         13  say nay.

         14                 The resolution is adopted.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: For the next

         16  immediate consideration I call on Councilman Gennaro

         17  for a resolution commending April 22nd as the 32nd

         18  Anniversary of Earth Day, with special

         19  acknowledgment of the 30th Anniversary of the

         20  enactment of Federal Water Pollution Control Act,

         21  and encouraging American people and all levels of

         22  government to recognize Earth Day.

         23                 Council Member Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         25  Mr. Speaker.
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          2                 I guess I get to speak on this twice

          3  in one meeting, I spoke on it earlier. I'll just

          4  speak on it briefly again.

          5                 Just for those of you who might not

          6  have heard me the first time, this is the last

          7  Stated Council Meeting before Earth Day, and

          8  certainly this body has something to be proud of

          9  with regard to its environmental accomplishments

         10  over the last decade.

         11                 I'd like to commend the work of

         12  former Council Member Stanley Michels who wasn't

         13  able to be with us here today, and with the work of

         14  you, Mr. Speaker, who formerly served on this

         15  Committee for all of our good work and the work that

         16  we hope to carry forward.

         17                 The Clean Water Act is of great

         18  significance to the City of New York. It's going to

         19  give us the ability to maintain our water supply in

         20  perpetuity and I would urge all my colleagues to get

         21  involved in Earth Day activities in their district,

         22  and I wave the reading and ask for immediate

         23  consideration.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The sponsor

         25  has asked for immediate consideration and waived the
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          2  reading. Are there any objections?

          3                 Hearing none, all in favor say aye.

          4                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All opposed

          6  say nay.

          7                 The resolution is adopted.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finally, I'd like to

          9  call on Council Member Nelson, the prime sponsor of

         10  three resolutions, Resolution 185, commemorating Yom

         11  Hashoah; Resolution 186, commemorating Yom

         12  Hazikaron; and Resolution 187, commemorating Yom

         13  H'atzmaut. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: You said that

         15  better than I could, I appreciate that.

         16                 I waive the reading, and I request

         17  immediate consideration.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The sponsor

         19  has asked for immediate consideration and waived the

         20  reading.

         21                 Are there any objections?

         22                 Hearing none, all in favor say aye.

         23                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All opposed

         25  say nay.
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          2                 The resolutions are adopted.

          3                 General Discussion.

          4                 Council Member Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Good

          6  afternoon, Madam Chair. I'd like to call the

          7  attention of my colleagues on Resolution 184, which

          8  is a Resolution calling upon the President of the

          9  United States and the Attorney General to grant

         10  temporary protective status to the people of

         11  Columbia.

         12                 As many of us know, in Columbia

         13  there's a civil war that rages, three or four

         14  different factions, and there are over 100,000

         15  Columbians right now who would be able to apply for

         16  this protection status. It's a humanitarian issue,

         17  and I call upon everyone in the City Council to

         18  support this measure.

         19                 Last week I was in a conference with

         20  Senator Schumer who has already sent a letter to

         21  President Bush in support of this, along with our

         22  Senator Hillary Clinton.

         23                 Furthermore, I'd like to call the

         24  attention to Resolution 183 which is being sponsored

         25  by Margarita Lopez and several members and I ask all
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          2  my colleagues to be supportive of it. Thank you very

          3  much. (In Spanish) No more bombing.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 Council Member Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you. I

          8  just wanted to call folks' attention to two flyers

          9  that are on your desk. One is a flyer which lists

         10  the public hearings that the Health Committee is

         11  having, the topic of the hearings is the impact of

         12  the proposed budget of health systems in our borough

         13  and also what is the status of the health systems in

         14  our borough, and are our constituents getting the

         15  access to health care that they need. Our first one

         16  is tonight in the Bronx, there's one on Monday in

         17  Brooklyn, one on the 29th at Harlem Hospital and one

         18  on May 1st at Seaview Hospital in Staten Island and

         19  one on May 8th at Elmhurst Hospital in Brooklyn. So,

         20  I hope that folks can come to as many as possible,

         21  but certainly that you or your staff could come to

         22  those in the boroughs that you represent.

         23                 Also, tomorrow night, from five to

         24  seven in the Chambers, Council Member Eva Moskowitz

         25  and I are hosting a forum called Making the Grade,
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          2  an Orientation on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,

          3  Transgender Issues in New York City Schools for

          4  newly elected public officials. Some of you might

          5  have seen the letter with the flyer on your desk.

          6  The flyer is somewhat graphic in that it lists many

          7  of the anti-gay epitaphs that are frequently used

          8  against students in the schools. The flyer is

          9  graphics because the organizers wanted to make sure

         10  that we as public officials really understood how

         11  difficult it is for many, many young people who are

         12  members of the LTBT community or whose parents are,

         13  how difficult it is every day in school, I hope many

         14  of you and your staff can come tomorrow so we can

         15  begin to forge an even greater agenda for how we in

         16  the City Council can support these students and

         17  these teachers in our public schools.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 Council Member Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes. I would

         23  like to call the attention of my colleagues to

         24  something that happened today here that I am very

         25  distressed about it.
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          2                 I requested that the Speaker consider

          3  to put for immediate consideration a resolution in

          4  support of the people of Vieques, and I requested

          5  that that immediate resolution be seen here today.

          6                 On Friday the Mayor of Vieques is

          7  coming in here to visit us and for us to show to

          8  them our support.

          9                 Some of the members of this Council

         10  felt that it was inappropriate for me to ask for

         11  immediate consideration of this resolution, and I am

         12  shocked and I am surprised about it because this

         13  Council in the past has supported the Island of

         14  Vieques and the struggle of the people of Vieques.

         15  Not only has this Council done so in the past in

         16  many occasions, the President of this country is in

         17  agreement that the people of Vieques have been

         18  submitted to an injustice, never submitted to

         19  anybody else in the continental United States, or

         20  the citizens of the United States.

         21                 And today this Council, members of

         22  this Council choose to oppose for immediate

         23  consideration that resolution.

         24                 I personally am offended as a Puerto

         25  Rican. I'm personally not understanding, as a
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          2  citizen of the United States, and I'm personally

          3  disgusted by the fact that the Governor of this

          4  state of ours has also supported the Island of

          5  Vieques, in ways that people never dream about it.

          6  The issue of Vieques is an issue of justice. And if

          7  you think that your child deserves to be in an

          8  environment of fairness and health, the children of

          9  my sister deserve that too, and the children of my

         10  sister in Vieques deserve to be protected, and I

         11  believe that I believe in the democratic process in

         12  which many resolutions was seen in here today for

         13  immediate consideration, I ask each and every one of

         14  my colleagues who are here to sign in that

         15  resolution today, to show dignity and respect for

         16  human life of the people of Vieques.

         17                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for joining

         18  me. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giving me your

         19  support. God bless you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I would like

         23  to join my sister, Margarita Lopez, in expressing my

         24  concern.

         25                 I understand the United States of
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          2  America is in very trying times right now, but I am

          3  disgusted and disappointed at the fact that my

          4  people of Vieques, Puerto Rico, are continued to be

          5  disgraced. They're being shot at. On Saturday, for a

          6  point of information, they were shot at and they

          7  were gassed by the US Military. These are US

          8  citizens. So, if anybody has any concern about

          9  terrorism, we've got to look home first.

         10                 And I express my remarks because I

         11  was here last year in the City Council, and last

         12  year I witnessed the City Council vote in favor of

         13  this resolution. I took part in a demonstration in

         14  Vieques, Puerto Rico. And what I saw was the

         15  Governor of the State of New York, the President of

         16  the United States of America, and everybody from all

         17  walks of life, joining together to fight against

         18  this tragedy that's taken place in Vieques.

         19                 I am disgusted, appalled and offended

         20  by the individuals who have voiced opposition

         21  towards this resolution. We will not forget this.

         22                 I am saying this because, I have seen

         23  many wars in my life. I have visited Israel in 1994

         24  of the City Council Delegation, and I speak out

         25  against all international crimes and tragedies, and
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          2  I'm disgusted to the fact that we cannot even rid

          3  our own island of that same terrorism.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 Council Member Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate. I'd like to call my

         10  colleagues' attention to Reso 170, and this is the

         11  resolution supporting the present effort in the New

         12  York State Legislature to declare a holiday honoring

         13  the life and work of a wonderful New Yorker. She's a

         14  woman of great courage, of great fortitude, and I

         15  speak of no other than Harriet Tubman.

         16                 I know that many of you have signed

         17  on, but Harriet Tubman is a hero in many of our

         18  books, and I ask those of you who have not had an

         19  opportunity to sign onto this resolution, that it's

         20  certainly time that New York State acknowledge what

         21  she has done in terms of the upliftment of people of

         22  color, bringing them across the underground railroad

         23  to New York State and throughout this country,

         24  bringing people from slavery to freedom, but not

         25  only that, being a real patriot in this country
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          2  where her humanity was not even acknowledged.

          3                 So, this is a new millennium and

          4  certainly we need to be able to point to our

          5  children and let them understand that there are

          6  heroes that come in all genders, in all races, and

          7  it's certainly time that we acknowledge the heroism

          8  of Harriet Tubman.

          9                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council Member Clarke.

         12                 Council Member Reed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

         14  Public Advocate.

         15                 I rise this afternoon, certainly in

         16  support of my colleague Margarita Lopez and her

         17  comments, but certainly more importantly perhaps in

         18  support of the people of Vieques and all the people

         19  -- do I get my time until the Republicans finish

         20  talking?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please.

         22  You're all very talkative today. Your colleague is

         23  speaking.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: We are in

         25  perilous times around the world, and I think that
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          2  all of our colleagues in government here are working

          3  toward peace, and I certainly think that the people

          4  of Vieques are entitled to peace, as are all the

          5  rest of the citizens of this planet.

          6                 I also rise today to applaud the

          7  Speaker and my colleagues in relationship to the

          8  work that they have done about the budget.

          9                 There is a lot of consideration and

         10  concern that has been put into our response to this

         11  budget.

         12                 Unfortunately at this point half the

         13  press has left, and we have, as a Council, and you

         14  will learn as new colleagues, been ignored often

         15  times by the press in terms of what they think we

         16  understand about real dollars and real members.

         17                 But the point is, we represent

         18  people. We have to go back to our districts and we

         19  have to sell this plan, and it's a plan that we can

         20  be proud of. It's a proposal that we have put

         21  forward that says this is the way in the direction

         22  that the City needs to continue to move, and whether

         23  it's raising taxes to protect our children, or

         24  saying no to something that obviously is not the

         25  easiest sell, we are not just elected to go take the

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            92

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  easy road, we are elected to take the right road and

          3  the prudent road for the long-term.

          4                 So, I want to certainly thank our

          5  staff, but particularly the Speaker, because I think

          6  he has assembled not only a terrific group of us to

          7  look at this in terms of the budget, but the honest

          8  approach to listening to everybody's opinions, and

          9  coming forward, working very hard so that we can go

         10  out and collectively and support this plan and work

         11  well with this Mayor, but to stand up, and stand in

         12  our communities and explain what it is that we are

         13  trying to make them understand, our kids are first,

         14  they're not second, and we're damn sure not going to

         15  let them be third. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council member.

         18                 Council Member Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, I also want to speak about a land that's

         21  often treated as if it's a foreign country at City

         22  Hall, that's Brooklyn.

         23                 And Council Member Seabrook has

         24  introduced a Resolution Number 192, calling upon the

         25  Mayor to temporarily utilize the Tweed Courthouse
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          2  for some student space for the Borough of Manhattan

          3  Community College. And I'll be frank with Councilman

          4  Seabrook. I signed onto that resolution, but not out

          5  of great concern for the Borough of Manhattan

          6  Community College, although they probably have a

          7  legitimate need.

          8                 This Mayor has proposed moving the

          9  Board of Education out of Brooklyn and into the

         10  Tweed Courthouse. Now, we all agree there are too

         11  many jobs in the Board of Education and at 110

         12  Livingston Street, but, frankly, Madam Public

         13  Advocate, those that remain ought to remain in

         14  Brooklyn.

         15                 And the week after he proposed that,

         16  the Transit Authority said they're moving out of Jay

         17  Street in downtown Brooklyn into Manhattan, taking

         18  another 1,700 jobs out of downtown Brooklyn.

         19                 In the Mayor's Preliminary Budget,

         20  he's cut the allocation to the outer borough

         21  Economic Development Corporation to zero. This Mayor

         22  ran for office, I read those beautiful multi-color

         23  brochures that said he had a five-borough Economic

         24  Development Plan, and if this is the beginning of

         25  his economic development plan for Brooklyn, I'd hate
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          2  to see the end.

          3                 So, I'm supporting Council Member

          4  Seabrook's resolution because I want to encourage

          5  the Mayor to find a way to take control of the Board

          6  of Education without taking the jobs out of

          7  Brooklyn. They're going to hurt the economy of

          8  downtown Brooklyn, whether the 110 Livingston Street

          9  site is appropriate for development, there are

         10  subsidiary branches to the Board of Education on

         11  Court Street and the surrounding community. The

         12  retail merchants in Downtown Brooklyn rely on the

         13  dollars that are spent while the Transit workers,

         14  the education employees, and we are going to have a

         15  recession in downtown Brooklyn, if we don't do

         16  something right now to bring those jobs back to

         17  Brooklyn.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 Council Member Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, Madam

         23  Advocate. I rise to ask all of my colleagues to

         24  support Reso No. 172. Reso 172 calls upon the New

         25  York City Police Department to restructure the 60
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          2  credit educational requirement for new recruits.

          3                 We're asking that the New York City

          4  Police Department review this policy to allow new

          5  recruits to have five years to reach this 60 credit

          6  level.

          7                 We believe that this is an effort to

          8  enhance recruitment within the New York City Police

          9  Department, and I thank all of my colleagues who

         10  have already signed on to this resolution.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Councilman

         13  Davis.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

         15  Madam Chair.

         16                 Today I rise to introduce and to

         17  support Resolution 171.

         18                 Resolution 171, calling upon the

         19  Council to support a resolution that states that we

         20  support the New York State Legislature to enact

         21  legislation that requires members of the clergy to

         22  report instances of child abuse.

         23                 I went to Catholic School and the

         24  first grade at Our Lady of Victory, and then I went

         25  to Catholic School again in second and third and
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          2  fourth grade at Queen of Holy Rosary, and I have

          3  made my confessions in the booth with priests that

          4  could be trusted, priests that were dedicated and

          5  committed, but because there are individuals not

          6  just within the Catholic Church, but members of the

          7  clergy who have disrespected our children.

          8                 We speak about terrorism in this day

          9  and age. Terrorism is when a priest who is not a

         10  real priest, but a wolf in sheep's clothing who

         11  takes advantage of little children. That's

         12  terrorism. Terrorism is when a teacher who a little

         13  child trusts takes advantage of a little child,

         14  that's terrorism. Terrorism is when a police officer

         15  takes advantage of a little child. That's terrorism.

         16  Terrorism is when a parent pedophiles a little

         17  child. That's terrorism.

         18                 I would say that we should not allow

         19  any person who comes in the name of a title but does

         20  not represent that title, they must -- we must speak

         21  out against all persons who perpetrate, all persons

         22  who defoul our little children.

         23                 Remember this legislation is to

         24  protect children. This is not an indictment on the

         25  Catholic Church, this is not an indictment on any
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          2  priest. But this is an indictment on all

          3  perpetrators, wolves in sheeps' clothing who come in

          4  the name of a title, and we stand today and ask

          5  everybody to join us in resolution 171, they must be

          6  reported, we must protect our children.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank

          8  you. Next we will hear from Council Member Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         10  much. I rise to say, sort of picking up on Council

         11  Member Reed, and talking about the ways in which

         12  material can be available and hope that you'll

         13  support Intro. 119. The concept is to make sure that

         14  all the materials, such as the terrific work that

         15  has been done by the Finance staff, is on the web,

         16  and the same kind of material is put on by the

         17  Office of the Public Advocate, and the Comptroller

         18  on a regular basis.

         19                 And I mention this, because we'll be

         20  having hearings on Monday, and I'll talk later about

         21  that in the Committee on Technology in Government,

         22  to figure out ways in which this could absolutely be

         23  implemented all the time.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank
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          2  you very much.

          3                 Next we'll be hearing from

          4  Councilwoman Boyland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          6  Mr. Acting Public Advocate. I stand here today as a

          7  reminder about Resolution 189, Council Member

          8  Perkins and myself recognizing April 16th as equal

          9  pay for women as established by the National

         10  Committee on Pay Equity.

         11                 Now, I'm happy to hear Council Member

         12  Perkins is in touch with his feminine side and now

         13  willing to address some of the issues pertaining to

         14  women's issues.

         15                 Because of that, on April 30th, we

         16  will be having a hearing on the Women's Committee on

         17  the Economic Status of Women. It is at 1:00 on April

         18  30th, I extend an invitation to all of those to

         19  attend. Thank you.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank

         21  you very much.

         22                 Next we will hear from Council Member

         23  Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you, I

         25  should say Madam Advocate, but anyhow, thank you.
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          2                 Ours is a City of immigrants and no

          3  one knows that better than I do coming from that

          4  small island in St. Vincent's and Grenadine some 30

          5  years ago. Nevertheless, I would like to at this

          6  moment thank the Speaker, Mr. Miller, for appointing

          7  me to the Subcommittee on Immigration, the Chair of

          8  that Committee.

          9                 I am sure that now we will have a

         10  definite voice for the immigrants, the newly arrived

         11  immigrants, in New York City, especially coming from

         12  the 45th Councilmanic District.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA:  Thank

         15  you very much.

         16                 Next we'll hear from Council Member

         17  Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         19  Mr. Majority Leader.

         20                 I rise in support of Resolution 192,

         21  and I also support Councilman Fidler's position on

         22  this resolution and thank him for that support.

         23                 I think it's important that we

         24  understand on September 11th there was such a tragic

         25  event that everyone focused on two main buildings
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          2  that were destroyed.

          3                 However, there was a building that is

          4  housing the students of the Borough of Manhattan

          5  Community College, that was actually destroyed and

          6  students who lost their lives on September 11th.

          7                 However, there has been no talk about

          8  this, and very little press about this building

          9  being eliminated.

         10                 There has been a tremendous amount of

         11  discussion about what to do with the Tweed

         12  Courthouse. I find no better solution to solving the

         13  problem of the Tweed Courthouse than allowing for

         14  the temporary use by the students of the Borough of

         15  Manhattan Community College, where they can actually

         16  be housed there, and not be taking the long hike and

         17  trek up to City College, and they can be closer and

         18  in proximity of the main campus.

         19                 So, I would hope that my colleagues

         20  would join me in supporting this resolution, and

         21  certainly urging the Mayor, to allow the use of this

         22  building by the students of the Borough of

         23  Manhattan.

         24                 So, thank you very much, Mr. Majority

         25  Leader.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank

          3  you very much.

          4                 Next we'll hear from Council Member

          5  Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          7  Mr. Majority Leader.

          8                 I rise this afternoon to thank our

          9  leader Speaker Miller and the member of this body,

         10  at least the majority of the members, those that are

         11  in favor of it, and our proposal to the Mayor in

         12  labeling it "education first." By labeling it

         13  "education first" speaks volumes as to our

         14  priorities in the City of New York, and as someone

         15  who has been advocate for education for over 21

         16  years, I'll tell you, I'm so proud that our leader

         17  and the majority members of this particular body has

         18  chosen to put education first on our agenda. And,

         19  so, I rise to thank all of you for communicating

         20  your concerns and your issues, and in essence making

         21  education first in our priorities and our budget

         22  proposal to the Mayor.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank

         25  you very much.
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          2                 Next we'll call upon Council Member

          3  Perkins.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Okay,

          6  next we'll call upon Council Member Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Majority Leader. I was actually planning on making

          9  it through this session on refraining from taking

         10  the microphone, but as the ghost of Boss Tweed has

         11  returned, and as I feel I must address that.

         12                 First of all, Council Member Fidler,

         13  it's not that we support your position that the jobs

         14  of 110 Livingston Street should remain there, it's

         15  not that we don't want more folks to come into Lower

         16  Manhattan, but we want them to come here for the

         17  right reason. And the idea of revitalizing Lower

         18  Manhattan, and by moving one group of people, one

         19  existing agency from one part of the City to another

         20  is not the way we're going to rebuild and revitalize

         21  our City.

         22                 The Tweed Courthouse offers

         23  magnificent possibilities for the entire City and

         24  for our entire community as a cultural center, as a

         25  building that is open to the public, for

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            103

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  edification, for learning and for coming together.

          3  And we could find a creative use that reflects the

          4  magnificent and lives up to the magnificent

          5  architecture, as well as the interesting history of

          6  that building without transferring, in a way that is

          7  far more creative than transferring what exists

          8  elsewhere into this building.

          9                 I just wanted to also thank Council

         10  Member Seabrook for his attention to the needs of

         11  the Borough of Manhattan Community College, that

         12  institution has the unique and unfortunate

         13  distinction of being the only center of higher

         14  learning to have a building, in this country, to

         15  have a building destroyed in war time.

         16                 And Council Member Barron and myself

         17  met early on with the leadership of that

         18  institution, and we are determined, and with the

         19  support of Council Member Seabrook and the entire

         20  Council, to see to it that not only is that

         21  institution made whole, but as the blueprint for

         22  downtown Manhattan goes forward, it incorporated an

         23  academic complex which includes expanded facilities

         24  to this very important institution, the only

         25  community college in the Borough of Manhattan.
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          2                 I thank my Council members, and I

          3  thank you, Mr. Majority Leader.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank

          5  you.

          6                 We will now hear from Council Member

          7  Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'm sorry, I

          9  wanted to vote on the immediate considerations. I

         10  vote aye.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank

         12  you very much.

         13                 Now we will hear from Council Member

         14  Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         16  Mr. Majority Leader.

         17                 I, of course, want to express my

         18  support for the people of Vieques. As a former

         19  military person, I understand the need to train and

         20  stay in a high state of readiness, but I also

         21  understand that there are many, many islands in this

         22  world, and we should find one where there aren't

         23  people and we should work there.

         24                 I must also applaud Harriet Tubman,

         25  who you may recall, Council Member Clarke, was a
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          2  colonel in the United States Army. She fought on the

          3  winning side. It's always good to do that.

          4                 I also wanted to express my

          5  appreciation for the people of the City Council who

          6  took the issue that education must go first. We must

          7  preserve and extend education.

          8                 As Chair of Economic Development, you

          9  cannot develop a city if the education system goes

         10  down the drain.

         11                 Now, I spent ten years on a school

         12  board, so I actually know what these cuts mean. We

         13  have cut and we have cut and we are down to bare

         14  bones.

         15                 We really need to think of getting

         16  new sources of funding, and that's why I again urge

         17  the Governor to do the right thing. He needs a quick

         18  fighting, the fairness of the DeGrasse Decision, I'm

         19  sure Council Member Jackson will agree with me on

         20  that one, we're the justice of this thing.

         21                 Remember that we're talking about

         22  children, and we should do the right things for

         23  these children.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank
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          2  you very much.

          3                 If there's no other speakers, we will

          4  now adjourn the meeting.

          5                 Meeting adjourned.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 3:30 p.m.)
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