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July 9, 2002
RES. NO. 258:

By Council Member Nelson, the Speaker (Council Member Miller) and Council Members Felder, Katz, Weprin, Gerson, Moskowitz, Fidler, Yassky, Comrie, DeBlasio, Addabbo, Jr., Vallone, Jr., Sears, Liu, Quinn, Clarke, Rivera, Perkins, Seabrook, Brewer, Recchia, Jr., Stewart, McMahon, Avella, Baez, Davis, Diaz, Gennaro, Koppell, Monserrate, Reyna, Sanders, Jr., Serrano, Jackson, Gallagher, and Lanza; also Council Members Gioia, Rodriguez and Vann

SUBJECT:


Resolution calling upon the government of the United States to strongly condemn and call for an immediate end to the recent barrage of anti-Jewish violence sweeping across Europe and other Western nations.
On Tuesday, July 9, 2002, the City Council’s Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Jose M. Serrano, will conduct a hearing on Resolution No. 258, which calls upon the government of United States to strongly condemn and call for an immediate end to the recent barrage of anti-Jewish violence sweeping across Europe and other Western nations.  Expected to testify at the hearing are representatives from various organizations.  A copy of Resolution No. 258 is attached. 

RESOLUTION NO. 258

Resolution No. 258, as noted above, calls upon the government of United States to strongly condemn and call for an immediate end to the recent barrage of anti-Jewish violence sweeping across Europe and other Western nations.  The resolution cites several acts of anti-Semitism that have recently occurred in Europe, particularly the burning and bombing of several synagogues throughout France, Finland Canada, Tunisia and Belgium.  The resolution also states that there were over 360 anti-Semitic attacks during the course of a month in France, and that Belgium has been the site of a half dozen attacks on Jewish institutions. 

The resolution emphasizes that the scapegoating and dehumanization which is now occurring in Europe is the same kind that, generations earlier, enabled populations of Europeans to accept marginalization and near annihilation of the Jewish people.  The resolution calls for the governments of Europe to take all steps necessary to protect the safety and well-being of Jewish communities, and to take steps to cultivate an atmosphere of cooperation and reconciliation among Jewish and non-Jewish residents.  In addition, the resolution also calls for the government and the citizens of New York City to stand up and express sympathy to the victims of anti-Semitism while calling for an abrupt end to the horrific bigotry and violence that has been evident in European countries during the recent months.
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