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          2                 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS CABRERA: Roll call.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Present.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

          9                 PARTICIPANT: The quorum is present.

         10  Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome P.S. 31

         11  children in the giving of The Pledge of Allegiance

         12  and the Star Spangled Banner.

         13                 Please rise.

         14                 Will the children of P.S. 31 please

         15  come in to give the Pledge of Allegiance.

         16                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I would like

         18  to call on Council Member James Davis, who is also a

         19  minister.

         20                 Please rise for the invocation by

         21  Councilman James Davis, who is also a minister.

         22                 REVEREND DAVIS: Let us pray.

         23                 Father, we thank you. We thank you

         24  for this wonderful day. We thank you for this

         25  wonderful occasion.
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          2                 Lord, we thank you for blessing our

          3  Speaker, Gifford Miller, for giving him a vision in

          4  his heart to come out to PS 31.

          5                 Lord, we ask that you bless all of

          6  these beautiful children, and bless our Chancellor,

          7  Harold Levy, our Public Advocate, Betsy Gotbaum, and

          8  all the members here of the City Council.

          9                 Lord, give us the wisdom, the insight

         10  to make the correct decisions for our communities.

         11                 Lord, we thank you for providing our

         12  communities with safety in these times, these times

         13  of terrorism. Lord, we thank you.

         14                 Lord, we thank you for letting us

         15  lead, lead by example. And it says in the Bible

         16  "pray for them that have authority." Lord, we pray

         17  for Mayor Bloomberg, that he will make the right

         18  decisions, decisions that apply to the children of

         19  our community's lives.

         20                 Bless all of us. Bless our City.

         21  Bless this Stated Meeting. Bless this historical

         22  Stated Meeting. Let us go forth in the precious,

         23  wonderful name of God.  And everyone in agreement,

         24  say amen, and amen.

         25                 THE QUORUM: Amen.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I move to

          5  spread the Invocation in full upon the record.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council Member.

          8                 Mr. Speaker.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate, and now I'd like to call upon

         11  the Chancellor of the City of the Board of Education

         12  of the City of New York to say a few words of

         13  welcome.

         14                 CHANCELLOR LEVY: Thank you, Mr.

         15  Speaker.

         16                 Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls,

         17  this is truly an historic moment when the City

         18  Council comes to our schools. It is truly a historic

         19  moment for many, many reasons, but perhaps most

         20  importantly for what it says about the importance of

         21  this school, and the importance of the school system

         22  in the City of New York.

         23                 P.S. 31 in District 14 is a very

         24  special place, and it's very important that the City

         25  Council has chosen this school to make a statement
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          2  about education and its importance.

          3                 On behalf of the New York City Board

          4  of Education, and on behalf of the million 100,000

          5  children, we are very grateful to the City Council

          6  to have chosen to come here.

          7                 By coming here they are looking at

          8  what they can do to help us to make sure that we

          9  have buildings that have no leaks, classrooms that

         10  have all the books they need, and libraries that

         11  have all the facilities they need. Most importantly,

         12  in this school, as the Council members have seen,

         13  there are real capital needs, and we are very, very

         14  much in your debt for having taken this on, Mr.

         15  Speaker, Chairman Moskowitz and members of the

         16  Council.

         17                 We are very, very proud that you have

         18  taken on this task, because it is a vote of

         19  confidence in the schools, and in education, and in

         20  the children who are gathered here today, and

         21  perhaps the most important thing I could say is, we

         22  heard an invocation in this school, something I dare

         23  say that has not happened in a good 50 years, the

         24  line between church and state is one that we

         25  respect, and the line between the political and the,
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          2  shall we say the administrative, the educational, is

          3  one we also respect, but the invocation of the deity

          4  on a day like today I think is an important thing

          5  for all of us to take notes, and as we join

          6  together, we say thank you for your efforts, thank

          7  you for taking this on, and on behalf of the

          8  children who are gathered today here, we look

          9  forward to working with you.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Chancellor

         12  Levy.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         14  Papers from the Mayor.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Messages and

         16  Papers from the Mayor: None.

         17                 Communication from City, County and

         18  Borough Offices.

         19                 M 82. Communication from the

         20  Department of Homeless. Quarterly report.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         22  printed and filed.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 83 through M

         24  174. Various applications for base stations.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: All of these
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          2  applications are referred to the Committee on

          3  Transportation.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: That's it.

          5  Petitions and Communications.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 175. By the

          8  Chair of the Land Use Committee, Council Member

          9  Katz. Application Number 020249 ZSQ, Queens.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on Call-Up

         11  vote.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 176. By the

         13  Chair of the Land Use Committee, Council Member

         14  Katz. Application Number 020250 ZSQ.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on Call-Up

         16  vote. At this point I would ask the clerk to call

         17  the roll call on the Land Use Call-Ups coupled on

         18  the Call-Up vote.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland. (No

          4  response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Yes on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes, aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye on all.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Forty-four

          4  in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

          5  abstentions.

          6                 Communication from the Speaker.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

          8  Public Advocate. It is my pleasure to join my

          9  colleagues and staff, along with the students, the

         10  parents and the teachers here at Samuel Dupont

         11  Elementary School for this special Stated Council

         12  Meeting.

         13                 I want to particularly thank the

         14  principal, Mary Scarlato, for opening up her school

         15  to us today and sharing our commitment to improving

         16  public education in this City.

         17                 The reason we're here today, the

         18  reason we're here today is to send the unequivocal

         19  message that this Council feels strongly that

         20  there's nothing more important that goes on in this

         21  City than public education, than making sure that

         22  our children get, each and every one of them, gets a

         23  quality education. It's the most important thing

         24  that this City can do for its future. It's important

         25  for the kids, it's important for our future job
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          2  pool, it's important for our current job pool in

          3  retaining jobs and keeping people here as tax-paying

          4  citizens. It's important in every way, but really

          5  nothing is more important than the fact that we have

          6  to do everything that we can for each child within

          7  our care, to make sure that they get the quality of

          8  public education that they deserve.

          9                 And Samuel Dupont I think exemplifies

         10  a lot of what's going on in our schools today, the

         11  good and the bad.

         12                 This is a school that as we've seen

         13  here today, and you can see just from standing in

         14  this very spot and you look at that corner over

         15  there where water is seeping in and there's a hole

         16  in the side of the auditorium, and just 30 yards

         17  from here we have a computer room that is supposed

         18  to be being used for kids and can't be being used

         19  because water seeps in, and mold, which is dangerous

         20  to the 44 percent of the kids in the school that

         21  have asthma. There are so many problems facing this

         22  school, and, yet, the teachers and the students and

         23  the parents and the community come together everyday

         24  here and do their best with what little tools

         25  they're given.
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          2                 We want to send the message to those

          3  kids, most importantly, and the children that are

          4  here today, but also the parents and the teachers

          5  and everyone that's part of this community, that we

          6  value what you're doing, and we want to think about

          7  as a City how well we could do if we stopped placing

          8  obstacles in the way of our teachers and our kids

          9  and our parents.

         10                 We want to think about the hope and

         11  the opportunity for every child in this City, if we

         12  would just give every child in this City the

         13  opportunity to do the best that they can and support

         14  them. And, so, I'm going to have a few more words to

         15  say, but I think it's important for us to hear from

         16  this point, from Patricia Synan, who is the

         17  Superintendent of District 14, who has been

         18  incredibly helpful in planning this today, and

         19  before becoming Superintendent actually was

         20  principal of this school in this building, and

         21  perhaps understands better than anyone else the

         22  history of Samuel Dupont and the daily challenges

         23  that children and the teachers here face.

         24                 Ms. Synan will talk a little bit

         25  about the school, about both its intermediate and
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          2  its long-term needs, and we thank her for hosting us

          3  here.

          4                 Superintendent.

          5                 MS. SYNAN: Thank you very much,

          6  Speaker Miller.

          7                 It is an honor and a pleasure today

          8  for me to welcome the City Council to District 14

          9  and Public School 31. I would like to welcome

         10  Speaker Miller, the members of the City Council,

         11  Chancellor Levy, and all the guests and public that

         12  are here today.

         13                 I'd like to thank the City Council

         14  for their commitment to education, because we need

         15  you to stand behind us so we can succeed.

         16                 P.S. 31 is typical of many of the

         17  buildings that I have in District 14. Aesthetically

         18  they may look nice. We work hard to keep them clean,

         19  to make a cheerful environment for our students, but

         20  there's underlying structural problems that plague

         21  them, and that is why the capital plan is so

         22  important. It takes large amounts of money to make

         23  the remedy. It's not a small patch job.

         24                 But today I'm here to focus on one

         25  very special school, and that school is this school,
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          2  PS 31. I'm going to ask one of the teachers to begin

          3  the introduction to what it's like when the water

          4  floods the building.

          5                 MR. BELGIN: Good afternoon, ladies

          6  and gentlemen. My name is Larry Belgin and I've been

          7  a teacher here at P.S. 31 coincidentally for 31

          8  years.

          9                 I've been asked to briefly talk to

         10  you this afternoon about flooding. When rain has

         11  been falling throughout the night and into the

         12  morning of a school day, many teachers leave their

         13  homes early, not because of traffic, but because we

         14  know there is a good possibility that our school

         15  yard, our lunch room, and both line-up areas in the

         16  basement will be flooded and usable.

         17                 We have accustomed ourselves to

         18  listen for rain in the forecast. Our school day

         19  officially begins at 8:30 a.m., but on these special

         20  days many staff members begin before 7:00 a.m. An

         21  emergency meeting is held to decide what needs have

         22  to be addressed. The severity of the flood dictates

         23  our response. Is it the lunch room or other areas

         24  involved? The school yard, the two line-up basements

         25  may also be flooded and unusable. Eighty-hundred and
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          2  eighty students will be arriving within the next

          3  hour, and then the race begins. Assignments are

          4  rattled off, signs are made, areas are designated,

          5  and anxiety and stress levels elevate. Can we carry

          6  out the plan in time? We've always been able to

          7  fulfill our students' needs, but a price has been

          8  paid.

          9                 MS. SYNAN: Thank you.

         10                 Parents arrive, they are confused.

         11  When the parents come they are confused. For parents

         12  with their first-time experiencing this, they

         13  wonder, is my child going to be safe today? The

         14  other parents lament and say, can't you do anything

         15  about this problem? Meanwhile, we're walking around,

         16  we're making sure the water is clear. On a few

         17  occasions we've even had sewerage that entered into

         18  the building.

         19                 Once we decide where everyone is

         20  going and the plan is carried on, we all look at

         21  each other at 8:40, we smile and say we did it and

         22  then we say what about lunch?

         23                 Now the pressure is on again. We go

         24  to the custodian, we say it's only two inches, get

         25  rid of this water quick, we need the lunch room.
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          2  Because there are days when the walk you had up

          3  here, we walked 800 lunches up here, 800 containers

          4  of milk, 800 of whatever we needed, and the garbage

          5  had to be brought back down. It becomes an

          6  insurmountable task, but it's only through the

          7  dedication of the staff here that we are able to do

          8  it. They don't know what their contract is, they do

          9  what's good for kids.

         10                 Basically, all the problems you see

         11  in the structural damage to this building when we

         12  take in water is devastating to the building, but we

         13  can get rid of water. We cannot get rid of mold. We

         14  cannot get rid of the dust that flies out of these

         15  crumbling walls, and that leads us to the amount of

         16  illness we have in the building with children and

         17  staff.

         18                 I know since I left the building my

         19  sinus infections have decreased. When I was here I

         20  was on antibiotics every two months.

         21                 The mold causes asthma, the mold

         22  causes allergies, the mold causes sinus infections,

         23  post-nasal drip, nauseousness in children and which

         24  leads to a really unhealthy student. And I feel I've

         25  been here for 30 years in this building, that the
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          2  patchwork has to stop. We need to be placed in a

          3  capital plan where these issues can be addressed,

          4  and the people here, and every child in New York

          5  City and every staff member is entitled to work in

          6  the building that's one that's conducive to

          7  learning, and not hazardous to their health.

          8                 So, as a superintendent, I

          9  congratulate you on your cause to education. We're

         10  behind you in whatever you will need to keep the

         11  cause up, to put back the capital plan for buildings

         12  and education in your budget.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you,

         15  Superintendent Synan. Thank you for the work you do

         16  everyday.

         17                 You know I think the reason -- this

         18  is not to suggest that this school is unique. In

         19  fact, the reason we're here is to suggest that this

         20  school is all too common. We know for a fact that

         21  over the last six months $1.5 billion worth of basic

         22  repairs, just to put buildings like this one into

         23  state of good repair, have been cut out of the

         24  capital budget.

         25                 It's not as if there wasn't a plan to
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          2  fix this, there was - the roof, the pointing, the

          3  computer room - it was all in the plan to be fixed

          4  and it's been cut, more than $2 million, just over

          5  the past six months.

          6                 But there are so many other schools

          7  that have the same story, where teachers and parents

          8  and kids are all laboring together to try to make it

          9  work without the schools that they need, and that's

         10  why we're here today. And what gives us courage, I

         11  think, is that we're making progress.

         12                 We started to hear a response from

         13  Albany that really does place a priority on kids,

         14  and, in fact, the budget that was passed, and the

         15  process of being passed, has put close to hopefully

         16  $200 million more in support for our schools that

         17  can enable us to avoid some of the terrible cuts

         18  that had been proposed. But we have a long way to

         19  go, and what really gives us comfort is that we know

         20  that the people of this City get it.

         21                 New Yorkers understand the choices

         22  that we are faced with. New Yorkers understand that

         23  we have a fiscal crisis of unprecedented proportion,

         24  and that if we want to expect a quality education

         25  for our kids, we may have to pay a little bit more
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          2  for it. And that's why many of us went out with

          3  postcards in part of the Education First campaign,

          4  and I'm proud to say that we've collected 40,000

          5  postcards from New Yorkers across this City who

          6  support the notion of investing in our schools, who

          7  understand that at a time of fiscal crisis, you

          8  sometimes need to give a little more.

          9                 We have 40,000 postcards here, and

         10  that's just what we collected in just a few short

         11  weeks, because the response has been overwhelming

         12  from New Yorkers across this City. People get it.

         13  People understand that we have a crisis and that

         14  they have to contribute, and there have been others

         15  that have been undertaking similar campaigns. I know

         16  the Alliance for Quality Education has collected

         17  140,000 letters. All of us are saying, whether it's

         18  an election year or not, people in this City

         19  understand we have a fiscal crisis, and we have an

         20  educational crisis and we need to make progress on

         21  it.

         22                 So, ultimately, our hope, and our

         23  optimism, I think springs from exactly the people

         24  that give this City its strength, the people of the

         25  City of New York, who together understand that if we
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          2  make the kind of commitment we talked about, that

          3  ultimately we can make sure through the City

          4  Council's Education First Plan that every child has

          5  a seat, that every child has the computers and the

          6  textbooks that they need to learn, that no child

          7  with asthma is being sent into a school that's

          8  unsafe for their health. These are basic, basic

          9  elements of any quality school system and we're

         10  committed to getting there and this Council will

         11  continue to fight for as long as it takes until that

         12  gets done.

         13                 I want to ask the Chair of the

         14  Education Committee, Eva Moskowitz, at this point to

         15  say a few words about the Education First Plan.

         16                 Council Member Moskowitz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you

         18  very much, Speaker Miller, for this very, very

         19  important symbolic act. But symbols matter. They

         20  matter because we are trying to send a message to

         21  our fellow citizens, as well as the Mayor, that

         22  education is our priority, it's the priority of New

         23  Yorkers, it's the priority of our children, and I

         24  speak both as the Chair of the Education Committee

         25  and as the mother of a three and a half year old,
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          2  this City has to make a fundamental commitment to

          3  public education. We cannot in good times fund it

          4  and then in bad times defund it. We know what

          5  happens when we do that experiment. We've been

          6  through this before. We went through this in the

          7  1970s when we cut from education and it took us

          8  about 30 years barely to recover. One of the reasons

          9  we have the problem in our school system with regard

         10  to our facilities is because we didn't invest in our

         11  facilities the way we should have for the last 30

         12  years.

         13                 And as a graduate of public school

         14  myself, from the 1970s, I remember when we cut out

         15  all the art and the music and the phys. ed, I

         16  remember as our facilities deteriorated, and as the

         17  Speaker said previously, it costs more when you

         18  wait. If you do not fix the pointing on this

         19  building and you let it go, it will cost more later.

         20  So, the fiscally responsible thing to do, the moral

         21  thing to do is to invest in our schools now.

         22  Children can't wait, they don't go through first

         23  grade twice, they only go through it once and we

         24  have to get it right the first time.

         25                 So, I applaud the Speaker's
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          2  leadership. I applaud this Council for taking a firm

          3  stand on this issue. We are leading this City in the

          4  way that we should. Thank you very much.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          6                 Finally, I want to ask Council Member

          7  Yassky, whose district we've joined here, to say

          8  just a few words on behalf of his district, which

          9  we're proud to be in.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you very

         11  much, Mr. Speaker. And let me welcome you and the

         12  whole City Council to the 33rd Council District,

         13  there is not a finer district in the City. Thank you

         14  for coming here.

         15                 I do also want to recognize along

         16  with you the tremendous leadership in this school

         17  district and in this school, the School Board Chair

         18  Juan Martinez, the Superintendent Pat Synan, of

         19  course, Mary Scarlato, the tremendous principal

         20  here, and most of all, the students, the children of

         21  this school are wonderful, and I want to say I felt

         22  so proud when I saw the Color Guard come up here and

         23  you sang the anthem, I felt just so proud to

         24  represent this district, and I want to thank you for

         25  giving me that moment.
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          2                 I also want to especially recognize

          3  Kerri Lysman, who was my hostess here, and thank you

          4  for graciously hosting.

          5                 I thank Mr. Speaker. This was an

          6  inspired idea to come to this school, to come to a

          7  school, this school in particular, and I want to

          8  thank you and commend you for it, first of all,

          9  because it's fun. Usually we go on field trips from

         10  school, to take a field trip to a school I think was

         11  a nice turn-around, but what we're doing here is

         12  absolutely serious, and the choice that we are going

         13  to be making, we in the City Council, along with the

         14  Mayor, are going to be making over the next two

         15  weeks, is as serious and as consequential as any

         16  choice we're going to make.

         17                 We are going to have to decide

         18  whether we're going to give schools what they need

         19  or whether we're going to let them float adrift, and

         20  when people say money isn't all that matters in

         21  schools, and, of course, money isn't all that

         22  matters, but you can't do it without money. You

         23  can't fix a leaky roof without money, you can't hire

         24  an extra teacher to have a smaller class without

         25  money. If we don't give the schools what we need,
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          2  we're doing a disservice to Kerri and to her

          3  classmates here and I just hope that I can be as

          4  proud of what the Council does as I felt today about

          5  the school.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, David. And

          8  let me just close by saying that I think the real

          9  message here is, once again, that what this Council

         10  is about ultimately, to me, the strength of this

         11  City Council, is that we come from every community

         12  in this City, and we come together at City Hall, and

         13  we understand because we live in our communities,

         14  because we shop in our communities, because we send

         15  our kids to our schools in our communities, because

         16  we listen to our neighbors, we listen to our

         17  residents, we understand what the values and

         18  priorities of this City are about, and we understand

         19  that the decisions that we make in City Hall affect

         20  children and seniors, and sick people and homeless

         21  people, and every citizen, working people, every

         22  citizen in this City, and what the message we really

         23  want to finally close with, is that we came here

         24  because we want to know, and we want to make sure

         25  that every New Yorker knows that as we go forward in
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          2  these difficult times, this Council is committed to

          3  doing it in a way that reflects the human

          4  consequences of the decisions that we make, that

          5  what happens in City Hall affects whether that wall

          6  gets fixed, or whether this child can learn. Those

          7  are the decisions that really count. So, coming here

          8  is our way of expressing that priority, that

          9  seriousness of our task.

         10                 Another serious task is that kids

         11  have to get home on time, and that it's now 2:30, so

         12  we're going to thank the kids for attending and

         13  thank them for sharing their school and let them

         14  have an opportunity to get home.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Can we call

         16  the session back to order, please?

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Members, Council

         18  members, understand we still have all the business

         19  of the meeting to conduct, so I will ask you to

         20  resume your places.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Can we call

         22  the session back to order, please.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Please take your

         24  seats.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sergeant-At-Arms,
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          2  order, please.

          3                 Council Member Fidler, would you like

          4  to speak?

          5                 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS CABRERA: Council

          6  members, please take your seats. We're trying to get

          7  started again. Everyone take your seats.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          9  of General Orders. Discussion of General Orders for

         10  items that are on vote today. Quiet, please. Nobody?

         11                 Report of Special Committees.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: None.

         14                 Reports of Standing Committees.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Report of the

         16  Committee on Economic Development.

         17                 Intro. 179, Application to revise the

         18  boundaries of the South Jamaica Empire Zone.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         20  order.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 180.

         22  Application to revise boundaries of the North Shore

         23  Empire Zone.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled under general

         25  order.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Finance.

          4                 Preconsidered Reso 277. Temporary

          5  sales tax exemptions.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: This preconsidered

          7  resolution is being laid aside.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Laid aside or

          9  laid over?

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over, excuse me,

         11  I'm sorry. Laid over, as a result of the fact that

         12  the Governor has not yet signed this measure, will

         13  be supporting Preconsidered Resolution 278, which is

         14  identical, other than the fact that it reflects that

         15  the Governor had not yet quite signed this

         16  particular legislation.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         18  Reso 278.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: This item is coupled

         20  under general order.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Land Use.

         23                 LU 4 and Companion Reso 290. ULURP

         24  Application No. C020220 HAM, Manhattan.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general
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          2  order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 88 and

          4  Companion Reso 291, application number 20025206 HAM,

          5  UDAAP, Manhattan.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          7  order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 95 and

          9  Companion Reso 292, ULURP, Application Number

         10  C020246 HAM, Manhattan.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         12  order.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 106 and

         14  Companion Reso 293. Application Number 20025247 HAK,

         15  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         17  order.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 116 and

         19  Companion Reso 294. Application Number 20025279 HAX,

         20  Bronx.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         22  order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 126 and

         24  Companion Reso 295. Zoning resolution Application

         25  Number 010182 ZRM, Manhattan.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          3  order.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 133 and

          5  Companion Reso 296. Landmarks, Non-ULURP Number

          6  200252285 HKM, Manhattan.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          8  order.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 134 and

         10  Companion Reso 297. Non-ULURP Number 20025240 HKM,

         11  Manhattan.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         13  order.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 141 and

         15  Companion Reso 298, Application Number 20025359 HAM,

         16  UDAAP, Manhattan.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 142 and

         20  Companion Reso 299. Application Number 20025360 HAK,

         21  Brooklyn.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         23  order.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 145 and

         25  Companion Reso 300. Application Number 20025363 HAX,
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          2  Bronx.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          4  Order.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 148 and

          6  Companion Reso 301. Application N 020069 HAM,

          7  Manhattan.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed

          9  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 157 and

         11  Companion Reso 302. Application Number 20025372 HAK,

         12  Brooklyn.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         14  order.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 165. ULURP,

         16  Application Number C020013 PPX.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         18  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         19  Commissioner pursuant to 11.70(b) of the Rules of

         20  the Council, and Section 197-(d) of the New York

         21  City Charter.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 167 and

         23  Companion Reso 303. ULURP Application Number 020079

         24  PSQ, Queens.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general
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          2  order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 168 and

          4  companion Reso 304. ULURP Application Number 020078

          5  ZSQ, Queens.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          7  order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 176 and

          9  Companion Reso 305. Application Number 20025239 TCQ,

         10  Queens.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         12  order.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 177 and

         14  Companion Reso 306. Zoning resolution, Application

         15  Number 020380 ZRQ, Queens.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         17  order.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 181 and

         19  companion Reso 307. ULURP, Application Number

         20  C020229 HAM, Manhattan.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         22  order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         24  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         25                 M 73 and Companion Reso 308. Steven
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          2  Bruce Rosenfeld, Conflicts of Interest Board.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          4  order.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

          7                 M 79. Communication from the Mayor.

          8  Special accidental death benefits and health

          9  insurance coverage.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         11  order.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         13  SLR 94, requesting the State Legislature to pass

         14  Senate.6155-A and Assembly.9722-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         16  order.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 147.

         18  Application Numbers 20025365 HAQ, Queens.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         21  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         23  order.

         24                 At this point I would ask the clerk

         25  to call the roll for all items on the general
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          2  calendar and recommend an aye vote from all of my

          3  colleagues.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: May I explain

          6  my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, you

          8  may, Council Member.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  I call

         10  attention to Land Use item 167 and Reso 303. The

         11  fire house in question that they're looking to move

         12  ten blocks east is actually out of my district, but

         13  services residents within my district. Based on the

         14  facts that I know, being a representative of that

         15  district, and testimony given at the Subcommittee

         16  hearing, the testimony that admitted that the move

         17  east of that fire house would actually increase

         18  response time to most parts of the peninsula, and

         19  that it would increase the distance between one fire

         20  house on Beach 116th Street and move it closer,

         21  actually, to another fire house, moving it away from

         22  high-rises. Now, actually the current fire house

         23  actually exists right now at the base of a

         24  high-rise, it is a ladder company, one of only three

         25  on the peninsula, we are actually moving it from the

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            42

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  base of a high-rise further east, moving it away

          3  from the majority of fire houses that exist to the

          4  west of the current fire house, we are moving it

          5  east, moving it away from a project that is about to

          6  start by the end of this month of 2,300 new homes,

          7  bringing over 8,000 people to the Rockaway

          8  Peninsula. It is not a prudent item or agenda to

          9  move that fire house further east away from that new

         10  housing project that would bring approximately 8,000

         11  residents to the peninsula. Moving it farther east

         12  away from the Broad Channel area, which is separated

         13  by water that that fire house is a second response

         14  to that Broad Channel area.

         15                 Moving it away from an east/west

         16  roadway that services the entire peninsula, it is

         17  much easier to use than a roadway they would have to

         18  use, should they move that fire house.

         19                 Testimony such as this that was given

         20  at the Subcommittee hearing, I do not believe that

         21  moving the fire house is in the best interest of any

         22  resident of the Rockaway Peninsula, any resident,

         23  regardless of who they are, race, religion or

         24  otherwise. This is a public safety issue that should

         25  not be adhered to. It is not in the best interest of
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          2  any resident in Rockaway, and when my suspicion is

          3  raised about doing something like this, moving a

          4  fire house that is not in the best interest of the

          5  safety of our residents, I cannot agree with it.

          6                 It has raised my suspicion as to the

          7  actual public safety of my residents, and,

          8  therefore, for Land Use Item 167, Reso 303, I cannot

          9  in good conscience, representing my district, vote

         10  for it. So, aye on all, no to Land Use 167 and Reso

         11  303.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: I would

         12  like to request unanimous consent to vote on all

         13  Land Use Call-Ups?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: I vote

         16  aye on all the Call-Ups. Madam Public Advocate, may

         17  I have unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use

         18  Call-Ups?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: I vote

         21  aye on all Land Use Call-Ups and aye on all general

         22  orders.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, may I rise to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  I want to

          7  reiterate the comments I made earlier today at the

          8  Finance Committee, before I cast a vote in favor of

          9  Preconsidered Reso 278.

         10                 I hope we realize, and I acknowledge

         11  that the affect of 9/11 was felt most directly and

         12  most severely in Lower Manhattan, and I hope we

         13  acknowledge that by providing sales tax relief on

         14  three periods of time that shopping dollars are

         15  coming from some place else, and I want to remind

         16  this Council that we also felt the impact in 9/11

         17  economically in the smaller businesses in all four

         18  outerboroughs and the rest of Manhattan, and in

         19  voting yes, I want to remind this Council that the

         20  current budget from the Mayor of the City of New

         21  York cuts out economic development funds for all the

         22  outerborough EDCs that affect all our small

         23  businesses, affects all the groups that don't have

         24  BIDs. The Mayor's proposal yesterday was a good

         25  idea, but it still doesn't help our local commercial
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          2  strips.

          3                 So, while I want to vote yes on all

          4  items, including the sales tax exemption period, I

          5  want to remind everybody we need a five borough

          6  economic recovery in this City.

          7                 I vote aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, may I please be excused to explain my

         17  vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  Thank you,

         20  Madam Advocate. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         21                 On behalf of the residents of the

         22  businesses of Lower Manhattan, I rise to address

         23  preconsidered Resolution 278, but indeed on behalf

         24  of the entire City, first of all, I want to note for

         25  the record that we are joined in sponsorship of this
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          2  resolution by Council Members Lopez and Quinn, whose

          3  names are noted on the Committee record, but

          4  apparently inadvertently omitted from the agenda so

          5  distributed.

          6                 But the small businesses of Lower

          7  Manhattan are still suffering a drastically reduced

          8  level of businesses as a direct result of 9/11

          9  significantly below the reduction that we know has

         10  taken place in all of the rest of the City.

         11                 We join all of the City recognizing

         12  we are in this together. In fact, in the latest

         13  proposal for small business loans and grants, we

         14  have sent forth to the Mayor a proposal that extends

         15  loans and grants to all of the businesses of all of

         16  the five boroughs of the City of New York. So, we

         17  join in this recognition that we're going to

         18  revitalize together, but this specific tax break for

         19  these few days in Lower Manhattan is absolutely

         20  necessary to revitalize the engine of downtown and

         21  small businesses which it will in turn help all of

         22  the City.

         23                 I thank the Chair of the Finance

         24  Committee and the Speaker for their leadership on

         25  this, and I thank my colleagues from all the City in
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          2  supporting this bill. And rest assured, we, in Lower

          3  Manhattan, join you in support for the economic

          4  needs of our entire five boroughs.

          5                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

          6                 Oh, and, of course, I vote aye on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: I abstain on

         12  SLR 94; aye on all others.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: May I please be

         19  excused to explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, my colleagues, the fire house issue that

         23  Councilman Addabbo spoke of was an extremely

         24  difficult, and I want you all to understand,

         25  time-consuming issue for the entire Land Use
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          2  Committee of the City Council.

          3                 The Subcommittee chaired under Simcha

          4  Felder did an excellent job in getting testimony,

          5  listening to all sides of the story, the UFA came to

          6  testify, the constituents who this would affect came

          7  to testify, the Administration testified on the

          8  safety aspects of moving this building, but please

          9  understand the issue here: The issue of this fire

         10  house is whether or not to move it ten blocks. And

         11  as far as the Land Use Committee felt, and as far as

         12  the research that we did, we went out to the site

         13  and we looked at the site, we had several

         14  conversations over several weeks with the people

         15  that it affected, we did not find any reason for

         16  Land Use to deny this application.

         17                 So, I'd like my colleagues to please

         18  understand, that with all respect to Councilman

         19  Addabbo, who did an excellent job for his community

         20  in fighting for what he believes in, there is no

         21  reason under the Land Use agenda to deny this

         22  application.

         23                 I would like to take a moment to

         24  please thank the Subcommittee for all the work that

         25  they did on the hearing that they did, because it
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          2  was hours and hours of sometimes contentious words,

          3  and under the Chair they truly did a great job in

          4  getting all the testimony, and then making a

          5  decision on the facts.

          6                 And I would also like to thank, once

          7  again, the staff of the Land Use Division, without

          8  whom, I, personally on the Committee, would be lost,

          9  and of course, Speaker Miller for his leadership,

         10  and I thank my colleagues for their support of the

         11  Land Use Committee on this bill, Resolution. Thank

         12  you.

         13                 Madam Public Advocate, I vote aye on

         14  all.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council Member. Could you please keep it down? Your

         17  voices reverberate, even when you're whispering to

         18  each other, I can hear everything you're saying.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            51

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: May I be

          3  excused to explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I want to make

          6  a comment for the record in regard of M 79,

          7  S.6780.A11012.

          8                 Although I absolutely agree that the

          9  widow of the gentleman who died deserves to have

         10  every benefit that exists under the law, because

         11  they were domestic partners, and if we are going to

         12  support the law and give meaningful validity to

         13  domestic partnership, it should not be different

         14  when it comes to benefits under the law and under

         15  the government.

         16                 My problem with this particular piece

         17  of legislation raised from particularity that is

         18  made with this particular gentleman who died and the

         19  widow who is going to get the benefit. Because I

         20  know of firefighters who died September 11th who

         21  were not married, who lived with a woman for 14 and

         22  15 years and had children with them, and the

         23  benefits were denied to them.

         24                 I have a problem when I have to vote

         25  for something that is for somebody yes and for
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          2  somebody else no. Because it lets them do double

          3  policy, and double policy is about business in

          4  government.

          5                 I am going to vote in favor of this

          6  woman to have this benefit, our of the respect of

          7  the Chairwoman of the Committee. I respect that

          8  woman too much to challenge her view, and out of the

          9  respect that I have for Maria Baez, I am voting yes

         10  on that particular item. But it should not go

         11  unnoticed by each member of this body that today

         12  we're voting on a resolution to benefit a person for

         13  a reason that we don't know in exchange on not

         14  benefitting others that have been denied the same

         15  benefit.

         16                 The Administration of the City, from

         17  the level of the Governor of this State, to the

         18  level of the Mayor of this City, must come with a

         19  unified message. If the firefighter in my district

         20  who was Latino, who was married for 14 years with

         21  that woman whose benefit was denied, is different

         22  than this particular person, tell me why?

         23                 I vote yes on all. And Maria, you're

         24  doing a fine job.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: May I vote

          9  aye on all the Land Use Call-Ups.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's for unanimous

         12  consent.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE:  And I'm

         14  asking for unanimous consent. Thank you, Mr.

         15  Speaker.

         16                 I also rise in support of my

         17  colleague Margarita Lopez.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Do it one more time.

         19  Ask for unanimous consent.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I'm asking

         22  for unanimous consent on the Land Use Call-Ups.

         23  Thank you.

         24                 Regarding the Home Rule Message, M

         25  79, that Margarita Lopez, our colleague, just
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          2  mentioned. We had this hearing today, and, in fact,

          3  the representatives of the Administration, their

          4  responses were lacking to our Committee, and I would

          5  ask that that Committee, our Committee members and

          6  all the members of this Council, remain vigilant

          7  regarding this issue. We do not just give benefits

          8  to one person and not to the many others that are

          9  impacted on this. All our heroes in the City of New

         10  York in our uniformed forces, they should have that

         11  death benefit available to their significant others,

         12  and in this case registered domestic partners.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.
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          2                 First, I want to express my gratitude

          3  to the staff of the Land Use Committee, and in

          4  particular, the Chair of the Landmarks Subcommittee

          5  of the Land Use Committee, Council Member Felder,

          6  for his support of the Murray Hill Historic

          7  District. Today when the Council passes that

          8  district, it ends a 30-year struggle on behalf of

          9  Murray Hill residents to get part of their

         10  neighborhood declared a historic district, so I very

         11  much would like to thank the Land Use staff, and

         12  Council Member Felder for their work on that.

         13                 I would like to echo the comments of

         14  Council Member Lopez and Council Member Monserrate

         15  regarding the issue of domestic partnership line of

         16  duty pension benefits for surviving domestic

         17  partners.

         18                 At today's State and Federal

         19  Legislation hearing, where I have to

         20  enthusiastically praise the work of Chairperson

         21  Baez, who was a terrific advocate at the hearing,

         22  the statements of the Bloomberg Administration were

         23  not only lacking, they were, frankly, a complete and

         24  utter flip-flop on the Mayor's part from campaign

         25  pledges.
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          2                 During the campaign, Mayor Bloomberg

          3  indicated support philosophically for the issue of

          4  domestic partners getting the same benefit of

          5  married people. In fact, he even took positions

          6  supporting particular pieces of legislation, like

          7  the domestic partnership contracting bill.

          8                 But today, when Commissioner Hanley,

          9  the Labor Commissioner, was asked the broadest

         10  question of whether the Bloomberg Administration had

         11  a position supporting that domestic partners should

         12  be treated the same as married spouses, we were told

         13  over and over that the Bloomberg Administration had

         14  no position on domestic partnership benefit, that

         15  they had no position on that domestic partners

         16  should be treated the same.

         17                 That is a complete reversal to the

         18  pledge he made when running for Mayor. Clearly the

         19  battle for domestic partners is one that the City

         20  Council will have to wage alone without the support

         21  of the Mayor.

         22                 That said, I again want to thank

         23  Chairperson Baez and Speaker Miller. I want to vote

         24  aye on all, but I want to abstain on SLR 94.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all,

          5  except for Land Use 167 and Reso 303.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Do you abstain, a no

          7  vote?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Abstain.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Chair,

         15  permission to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: First, I'd

         18  like to congratulate you, in spite of all the

         19  difficulties, you're doing our good job, our

         20  Speaker, for putting all of this together.

         21                 I want to, of course, congratulate my

         22  very, very worthy colleague, Council Member Addabbo.

         23                 The issue of Land Use 167 Resolution

         24  303 is one that a lot of time and energy has been

         25  taken on, and I commend all of those from the
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          2  Committee that came out and actually did a tour to

          3  find out what this is, and how is it.

          4                 This is an imperfect resolution. This

          5  is a thing that I wish perhaps could have been done

          6  in many different ways, but it is here now, and we

          7  certainly need, and no one would deny we would need

          8  a new fire house in the Rockaways, and I believe

          9  that the best process now is to work to make sure

         10  that this turns out to be the best thing, to take

         11  into account all of the things that were said by

         12  those who oppose this, and to see how we can make

         13  this the best that we possibly can get under those

         14  occasions.

         15                 Madam Chair, I vote aye on all. Madam

         16  Public Advocate.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I ask

         20  unanimous consent to vote aye on all Land Use

         21  Call-Ups?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: And also aye

         24  on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote aye.

          3                 On Resolution 278, I do support that,

          4  but I have to make the comment that recognizing the

          5  devastating affect in Ground Zero, that at the same

          6  time there have been residual affects in the other

          7  boroughs, and particularly in Queens, where we have

          8  airports and airport businesses and hotels that have

          9  gone and felt the affects very strongly.

         10                 I thank our colleague Councilman

         11  Gerson, and I urge that we extend the grass to the

         12  other boroughs that are in dire need of this. I do

         13  support this, and thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council member.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam

         20  Advocate, I'm asking for unanimous consent on the

         21  Land Use Call-Ups. And before I vote, I want to

         22  welcome my colleagues from the other boroughs, I

         23  welcome you to Brooklyn, where it's all happening.

         24  And I vote yes on all. Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye on all, and

         12  I just want to thank the Speaker for underscoring

         13  the importance of making sure all the education

         14  dollars possible reach the school and reach the

         15  classroom. And as we continue with our budget

         16  negotiation, and we look at that $154 million

         17  restoration to the Central Board, we have to make

         18  sure and do everything we can, that they have a

         19  memorandum of understanding and terms and conditions

         20  so that money gets to this schools and other schools

         21  in our districts. Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I vote aye on all.

         24  But I do want to take just a moment to thank Council

         25  Member Lopez, Council Member Quinn, and most
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          2  importantly, Chairwoman Baez and the members of the

          3  State and Federal Legislation Committee for bringing

          4  to the fore, and for making clear what the

          5  Administration's position on the subject of domestic

          6  partnership benefits are.

          7                 This is absolutely an issue in which

          8  I personally feel, and I know many of my colleagues

          9  feel, that while we are proud to be voting in favor

         10  of this particular woman's benefits, and we believe

         11  she deserves them, we also believe that everyone in

         12  a similar situation deserves those benefits as well,

         13  and want my colleagues to know that I am personally

         14  committed to making sure that as we go forward, that

         15  this Council has an opportunity to vote for

         16  everybody's benefit, and that every person that is

         17  in a similar situation whose is a domestic partner,

         18  is treated equally under the law and in the eyes of

         19  this City, and I vote aye on all coupled orders.

         20  Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Could you

         22  all please keep your voices down? Thank you.

         23  Especially when your leader is speaking.

         24                 All items on today's general order

         25  calendar were adopted by a vote of 48 in the
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          2  affirmative, zero in the negative, zero abstentions;

          3  with the exception of LU 167, Res 303, which was

          4  adopted by 46 in the affirmative, two in the

          5  negative and one abstention; M 79, which is adopted

          6  by 48 in the affirmative, zero in the negative, one

          7  abstention; and SLR 94, 48 in the affirmative, zero

          8  in the negative and one abstention.

          9                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups are now 49

         10  to zero.

         11                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: I would ask that all

         13  bills and items be referred to the Committee where

         14  it's indicated on the calendar.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         16  Discussion.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, just very briefly.

         19                 My colleagues, I want to bring three

         20  things to your attention. First is that Council

         21  Member Vann is unable to be with us today because he

         22  had to attend a funeral, and certainly our thoughts

         23  and prayers are with him at this time.

         24                 Secondly, I want to thank all of my

         25  colleagues for their patients and their forbearance
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          2  in bringing this meeting to this site.

          3                 And finally, I want to note that at

          4  the end of this meeting, we will adjourn this

          5  meeting, but we will be adjourning it in recess,

          6  because due to the exigencies of budget adoption, it

          7  may be necessary for committees and for the Stated

          8  Council Meeting to be subjected to a call with

          9  notice, and certainly your offices will be advised

         10  and you will be kept apprised, and the earliest

         11  possible moment we'll let you know, but when we get

         12  to this period of the budget adoption period, we

         13  recess these meetings in order to enable us to be

         14  able to call meetings such as is necessary according

         15  to the exigencies of the moment.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I yield my

         20  time.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: He yields

         22  his time.

         23                 Council Member Barron.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         25  Madam Chair.
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          2                 I just rise today to say I want to

          3  agree with Council Member Margarita Lopez, when

          4  we're picking locations to have these meetings

          5  outside of the Council that they be physically

          6  challenged-able for people to come and attend, and

          7  that we also consider covering the East New York or

          8  Harlem or Bedford Stuyvesant or Brownsville and

          9  Sunset Park, and neighborhoods such as those. I

         10  think this was a dramatic impact, had a very good

         11  impact today.

         12                 And I also rise to say on -- may I

         13  have your attention, please?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: And I would

         16  ask that you consider supporting my Resolution 279,

         17  recognizing Malcolm X May 19th as Malcolm X's

         18  birthday, and I certainly would appreciate you

         19  acknowledging that and supporting me in that

         20  Resolution.

         21                 I thank you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Serrano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 I would like to draw the attention of

          3  all my colleagues to Intro. 206. We all know the

          4  importance of green space in our communities of New

          5  York City. We have one of the lowest per capita

          6  green space of any major City in the country. It's

          7  important to note that parks and green space provide

          8  wonderful outlets for all of the communities and

          9  residents of New York City, and especially in

         10  communities such as the one I represent in the South

         11  Bronx, where we have astronomical asthma rates and a

         12  lot of problem is associated with the lack of green

         13  space, with the lack of a clean environment.

         14  Community gardens and greenthumb gardens take on

         15  exceptional importance in those communities.

         16                 So, I would like to draw attention to

         17  Intro. 206, which will serve to protect and

         18  encourage additional greenthumb gardens throughout

         19  the City of New York. I ask my colleagues to sign on

         20  as prime sponsors to this bill, and I look forward

         21  to moving ahead with it, and further enhancing and

         22  protecting green space in the City of New York.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 I draw my colleagues' attention,

          3  we're in a school today, and it's a school that the

          4  staff, the Administration and the kids dread coming

          5  to when it rains, they're afraid they're going to be

          6  flooded out in certain areas, and not all of the

          7  educational equipment is up to the point where I'm

          8  sure they'd like it, and that is the situation

          9  throughout or out of the school.

         10                 Part of the problem the school is in

         11  the shape that it's in is because of the unfair,

         12  inequitable distribution of funding through

         13  something called the Star Program. And my

         14  colleagues, you should really, really understand

         15  this. We're not getting our fair share.

         16                 We know the job Council Member

         17  Jackson did along these lines. We have to start

         18  making some noise about this. We are not getting our

         19  fair share. We represent New York City, we don't

         20  represent Buffalo, but Buffalo is getting a higher

         21  percentage of funding from the Star Star Program. If

         22  you're not that cognizant of what this is about, I

         23  implore you to look into it and fight for State

         24  Legislation and the Governor to do something about

         25  this. This school might not be leaking if we had our
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          2  fair share through the years.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 If you all don't be quiet, you're

          7  going to be sent to the principal's office.

          8                 Council Member Diaz.

          9                 Council Member Lopez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes. LU 167,

         11  Reso 303, I'm changing the vote from yes to no.

         12                 And the second thing, I want to

         13  address the following item: As the Chair of the

         14  Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation,

         15  Alcohol, Substance Abuse and Developmental

         16  Disability, I do not believe the intention of this

         17  body is to discriminate against people with physical

         18  disabilities. But today we conducted a meeting here

         19  in which people in wheelchairs could not come in. I

         20  don't think that in our hearts and in our minds and

         21  our intention we have the intention to discriminate

         22  and to impair people to participate in government.

         23  After all, we created the law that said that this

         24  meeting need to be wheelchair accessible. Therefore,

         25  I don't think that it's my intention or
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          2  ill-intention for having this meeting here, but I

          3  cannot ignore it because then it will be immoral for

          4  me to be the Chair of that Committee and not bring

          5  this question to the attention of all of you. We

          6  never again should have a meeting in a place that is

          7  not wheelchair accessible.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Council member.

         10                 Revised roll call. All items in the

         11  general order calendar were adopted by a vote of 48

         12  in the affirmative, zero in the negative, zero

         13  abstentions, with the exception of LU 167 and Res

         14  303, 44 in the affirmative, three in the negative

         15  and one abstention.

         16                 Council Member Davis.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 Thank you for coming to my office

         20  yesterday, Madam Public Advocate, and taking that

         21  wonderful picture that will be going out in my

         22  newsletter.

         23                 I would like to acknowledge a little

         24  child that escorted me to the facility today and he

         25  gave me a little sign that said "Welcome, Councilman
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          2  James E. Davis." That little child's name was

          3  Christian Felisiano, and we hope and pray that

          4  Christian Felisiano goes on to great things.

          5                 As far as the Speaker coming to this

          6  particular location, I think it was a courageous and

          7  a bold move. I thought that by coming to P.S. 31,

          8  the Speaker and the City Council highlighted what's

          9  wrong with P.S. 31, when we talk about their leaks

         10  in the back, when we talk about their leaks in the

         11  computer room. But we talked about the fact that

         12  P.S. 31 is not handicapped accessible. This

         13  highlights what's wrong with P.S. 31. I think it was

         14  a bold move and I think that we should go to

         15  locations to point out what's wrong with an

         16  institution that is supposed to serve everyone,

         17  especially our beautiful little children who are in

         18  wheelchairs, our beautiful little children, and

         19  seniors who cannot make their locations, as far as

         20  senior citizen centers are concerned and so on and

         21  so forth.

         22                 So, I think that the Speaker made a

         23  bold move today, and I support the Speaker 100

         24  percent by coming here to show what's wrong with the

         25  Board of Education and how we can make the Board of
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          2  Education a better place for all of our children to

          3  learn.

          4                 And, lastly, I support Intro. 206,

          5  the establishment and maintenance of a greenthumb

          6  community, I have in Ft. Green Park, and Commodore

          7  Park within my district, a neighborhood is only a

          8  neighborhood as long as it has beautiful parks.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 Council Member Sanders.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you

         14  very much, Public Advocate.

         15                 I just wanted to join with Mr.

         16  Serrano, Councilman Serrano, to say that gardens are

         17  critical to the State of New York City. New York

         18  City has one of the least amounts of green open

         19  space of all of the large cities, of the 20 largest

         20  cities in the U.S. We need it desperately. It's a

         21  false dichotomy that we have to have either

         22  affordable housing or gardens and grass and land

         23  space and parks.

         24                 I call upon my colleagues to reject

         25  that type of thinking and to realize that we can
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          2  have both, that we can have each and every one of

          3  them, and that this City needs to fund its green

          4  space and fund those fantastic farmers and gardeners

          5  who are doing excellent work, unpaid heroes who are

          6  helping to keep our City together.

          7                 I call upon all of us to join in this

          8  and we're going to continue to organize, immobilize,

          9  there will be more demonstrations, there will be

         10  more hearings on this until we have the City that we

         11  need to have.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council Member.

         15                 I would like to call for the record

         16  and thank Bianca Rosado who brought me in as my

         17  hostess for today. I'd like to thank her very much.

         18                 And should we call the recess? I call

         19  the recess, please.

         20                 (Meeting recessed at 3:20 p.m.)

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25
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