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INT. NO. 234:
By Council Member Quinn (by request of the Mayor).

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to full-service shelters housing lost, stray or homeless animals.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends chapter 8 of title 17.

On June 21, 2002, the Committee on Health will hold a hearing on Int. No. 234, which would amend chapter 8 of Title 17 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York in relation to full-service shelters housing lost, stray or homeless animals. 

I. BACKGROUND

On November 8, 2000, the Animal Shelters and Sterilization Act (the “Act”) was enacted.  In the relevant part, the Act currently requires that full-service animal shelters remain open twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week, and have an adoption program open seven days a week.  The Act also requires that each borough have a full-service animal shelter.  Since at the time the Act was enacted, each borough did not yet have a full-service animal shelter, this requirement was to be phased-in as follows: effective January 1, 2000 with respect to the boroughs of Brooklyn, Manhattan and Staten Island; and effective July 1, 2002 with respect to the boroughs of Bronx and Queens.  

II. ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 234


A. Hours of Operation of Full-Service Shelter 


As mentioned above, currently, full-service shelters must accept cats and dogs twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week, and maintain adoption programs seven days per week (§17-802(c)).  If passed, Int. No. 234 would reduce the hours of shelter operation and adoption programs beginning July 1, 2002 until December 31, 2004 by amending subdivision c of section 17-802, which currently sets forth hours of operation, and adding section 17-809, which would establish new hours of operation.  Specifically, Int. No. 234 would change the hours of operation in which a full-service shelter would be required to accept cats and dogs from twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week to twelve hours per day seven days per week.  Int. No. 234 would further reduce adoption program operating days from seven days per week to five days per week, including Saturday and Sunday.  During each day in which adoption programs are operated, such programs would be required to be operational for a minimum of six hours.  After January 1, 2005, full-service shelters would be required to accept dogs and cats twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week, and operate an adoption program seven days per week.


B. Reporting Requirement 


The Act currently requires the New York City Department of Health (DOH) to provide the Mayor and City Council with an annual report consisting of information regarding the management and operation of full-service shelters (§17-805 (a)-(g)).  Int. No. 234 would amend section 17-805 to include a new subdivision (h), which would require that DOH also report to the Council each month the number of adoptable animals that were humanely euthanized at each full-service shelter during the previous month.


C. Euthanasia



Since Int. No. 234 would decrease the hours of shelter operation, hours during which full-service animal shelters would be closed, the hours during which individuals seeking to retrieve a lost dog or cat held by the shelter would be limited. Since applicable law allows shelters to euthanize animals after holding them for 48 hours, hours during which the shelter is not open to the public should not apply when totaling the amount of time that the animal has been in the shelter’s possession in making the determination of when the shelter may humanely euthanize the animal.  Int. No. 234 would add section 17-810, which would require a full-service shelter, in determining when it may humanely euthanize a lost, stray, or homeless animal in its possession, to exclude from calculation those hours when the shelter is not required to accept dogs and cats pursuant to sections 17-802 and 17-809 of the Act.


D. Enactment

If adopted, Int. No. 234 would take effect immediately with respect to amendments to the hours of operation of full-service animal shelters.  With respect to the boroughs of the Bronx and Queens, DPH would be required to complete the site selection process for a full-service animal shelter pursuant to §197-c of the New York City Charter by July 1, 2004 and complete construction of such shelters by July 1, 2006. 
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