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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: I will turn the floor

          3  over to Council Member Boyland, who has a ceremonial

          4  tribute that she'd like to make.

          5                 Council Member Boyland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you.

          7  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

          8                 Before I begin to honor my

          9  illustrious guests, I would like to acknowledge a

         10  very good friend of this Council and a friend of

         11  Brooklyn, our own Council Member Anthony Weiner.

         12                 He was here today fighting the good

         13  fight for women's health, fighting for mammograms

         14  and acknowledging that HCFA need to increase the

         15  reimbursement rate. So we thank the Congressman and

         16  former Council Member and activist for his

         17  involvement and sticking around and supporting

         18  Brooklyn.

         19                 Thank you, Anthony, for coming.

         20                 Now, to honor another one of

         21  Brooklyn's finest, Dr. Marguerite Thompson is such

         22  an accomplished woman that I hardly know where to

         23  begin in introducing her.

         24                 In the opening of her bio, she

         25  immediately established that she is a wife, a mother
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          2  and a grandmother. But this is not the only

          3  beginnings of her accomplishments, for they go on

          4  and on, as you will hear.

          5                 She has been one of the innovators in

          6  early childhood programs and the author of a number

          7  of children's books, and academic papers and

          8  educational issues.

          9                 She is widely known and a recognized

         10  speaker for conferences and for churches, as her

         11  church family and friends are here today, and we

         12  will ask them at some point to join her.

         13                 She is an educator, a leader and a

         14  great access to our community. I now give you,

         15  ladies and gentlemen, Dr. Marguerite Thompson.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk would

         17  read the proclamation.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         19  of New York, Proclamation.

         20                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         21  New York is proud and pleased to honor Dr.

         22  Marguerite C. Thompson on the occasion of Women's

         23  History Month, in recognition of her many

         24  achievements and many contributions to the life of

         25  the community; and
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          2                 Whereas: Born in Louisiana but a

          3  longtime New Yorker, Dr. Marguerite C. Thompson is a

          4  distinguished educator, a leader in the community

          5  and a great friend and asset to the people and the

          6  City of New York; and

          7                 Whereas: Dr. Thompson is a teacher

          8  and administrator of some note, having taught in New

          9  York City and across the United States, and has been

         10  a leader in many national educational issues,

         11  serving as Facilitator for a National Demonstration

         12  and Dissemination Resource Center for the

         13  Follow-Through Programs, and was also an innovator

         14  in the creation of Early-Childhood Programs; and

         15                 - Whereas: Dr. Thompson is also the

         16  author of numerous children's books and academic

         17  papers on educational issues, and is a much-sought

         18  speaker for engagements at conferences and at

         19  community institutions such as churches; and

         20                 Whereas: Dr. Thompson has been widely

         21  recognized and honored for her work, and continues

         22  to consult on those issues most important to her;

         23  now, therefore

         24                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         25  City of New York honors Dr. Marguerite C. Thompson
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          2  on the occasion of Women's History Month, for her

          3  many contributions to the educational life of the

          4  City and this nation.

          5                 Signed this 25th day of March in the

          6  year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          7  For The Entire Council; Tracy Boyland, Council

          8  Member, 41st District, Brooklyn.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Dr. Thompson, we're

         10  so pleased that you're here, and an honor to have

         11  the opportunity to honor you and that so much of

         12  your family could be here, and we'd love for you to

         13  say a few words.

         14                 DR. THOMPSON: Thank you very much.

         15                 It is indeed a great honor to share

         16  with you today in this special place, in our very

         17  special City, the City of New York.

         18                 I want to say thanks from my family

         19  and I have grandchildren here with me, and I want to

         20  say thanks for my daughter Dr. Fannie Thompson, who

         21  called from Barbados, where she is the Chief Medical

         22  Person of Barbados, a Brooklyn person, she wants us

         23  to share with you that all of Barbados is looking,

         24  as also Guyana, South America.

         25                 We would like to say thank you for
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          2  the children of Brooklyn, the children of the world,

          3  for we have the Weeksville Young Ambassadors

          4  (phonetic) where we take children around the world

          5  on exchange programs. We've been in this chamber

          6  before, on television, with our children. We've

          7  touched over 2,000 children around the world with

          8  the wonderful experience of history saving memories,

          9  Weeksville, a key experience.

         10                 I want to say thank you, also, to

         11  those of you that are graduates of CUNY, Brooklyn

         12  College, where I'm now a Professor and in charge of

         13  a special program for blacks, Hispanics and Native

         14  American teachers, graduates and undergraduates.

         15  Many of my Brooklyn College people are here.

         16                 I want to say thanks for Finamor

         17  Street United Methodist Church. A small church in

         18  Brooklyn, but I understand your past Mayor lived

         19  just around the corner, grew up in our area of the

         20  church in which I attend.

         21                 History is something we are making

         22  today on this special day with our honored lady,

         23  which is just one of the special people that I have

         24  been able to touch and mentor throughout my life.

         25                 We had her over at Brooklyn College
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          2  just last Thursday to do her bio on living

          3  biographical experience to her family.

          4                 I want to share with you that what

          5  you're doing here today is indeed special. Continue

          6  the good work. Look out for the children, the

          7  children of our City. For education is a key to

          8  living. Thank you very much.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you very much.

         10  We're thrilled that you're here. Congratulations.

         11                 My colleagues, next I would like to

         12  allow Council Member Nelson to take the floor, and

         13  he has also a ceremonial that I know we're

         14  interested in.

         15                 Council Member Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you, Mr.

         17  Speaker.

         18                 It's a very, very special day in the

         19  City Council. We've honored many greats, and today

         20  there has been no greater people, in my opinion,

         21  than the Tuskegee Airmen. Having served in the

         22  airforce myself and Vietnam veteran and coming back

         23  to this country they certainly didn't give us any

         24  accolades, as well, and yet that was nothing

         25  compared to the treatment they received in this
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          2  country after they returned from keeping this world

          3  safe for democracy, safe for freedom, and they did

          4  not find the freedom themselves at that point that

          5  they so cherished and fought for. So, it's certainly

          6  our honor to have them here today. We're going to

          7  give them a City Council Proclamation.

          8                 And you may be aware that The

          9  Tuskegee Airmen were a group of approximately 1,000

         10  African-American military aviators where were forced

         11  to be trained in an isolated training complex in and

         12  around Tuskegee, Alabama, due to the racial

         13  segregation in the American military, as well as in

         14  the nation as a whole.

         15                 Four-hundred and fifty fighter pilots

         16  flew over 15,000 sorties and completed over 1,500

         17  missions. That was dangerous. I think most of you

         18  can understand that. And as we've been brought into

         19  another war, it gets all that much more evident what

         20  war is about. And many of the highly trained

         21  personnel were on ground support duty. This elite

         22  group distinguished itself throughout World War II

         23  as they engaged in fierce aerial combat over the

         24  European and North African theaters of operation.

         25                 Segregation and lack of civil rights
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          2  marred their return when they became civilians.

          3  Their dauntless efforts and endeavors in defense of

          4  our great nation and the preservation of freedom

          5  deserved the highest recognition.

          6                 I would like you to join me in paying

          7  tribute in this comparatively small way to the

          8  unsurpassed courage, patriotism and contributions of

          9  the Tuskegee Airmen.

         10                 Now, I'd like to call up the names,

         11  and if I miss one, please let me know.

         12                 There's a Mr. Dabny Montgomery. Mr.

         13  George Reed. Mr. Thomas Tindell. Victor Teralanche.

         14  Mr. Rudolph Sablo. Mr. Austin McKensie. Mr. Clayton

         15  Lawrence. Mr. Span Watson, Colonel. Mr. Ruby Bostic.

         16  I'm sorry, why do they say "Airmen"? Air members.

         17  Mr. Bill Wheeler. Mr. Burt Merrywether. Mr. Al

         18  Burton. Mr. Lee Archer. Jason Carrigan --

         19  Harrington. With an H. Sorry, sir. Mr. Floyd Carter;

         20  and someone who is certainly no stranger to City

         21  Hall, Mr. Roscoe, Dr. Roscoe Brown.

         22                 Mr. Speaker, it would be our honor if

         23  you would join us, please, in doing a proclamation.

         24  And I would like to mention something, too, if I

         25  may?
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          2                 Oh, Mr. Humphrey Patton is with us,

          3  as well. Mr. Patton.

          4                 And let me tell you, I had to keep up

          5  with Dr. Brown coming up the stairs. He came up so

          6  fast. And these people are heroes of mine since I

          7  was a little kid and I first read about them, and

          8  it's such an honor to me, I couldn't be prouder to

          9  have them here today.

         10                 Thank you so much for coming.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Gentlemen, would you

         12  like to come forward and be presented with a

         13  proclamation or have a couple of your

         14  representatives, whichever you prefer. If the clerk

         15  could read the proclamation.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         17  of New York, Proclamation.

         18                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         19  New York is proud and pleased to honor the Tuskegee

         20  Airmen, to recognize their achievements and their

         21  sacrifice, to commend their valor, and to extend to

         22  them the deepest gratitude for their brave and

         23  distinguished service to this country in the

         24  struggle of freedom against totalitarianism; and

         25                 Whereas: As a result of the rigid
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          2  policy of segregation prevailing in the United

          3  States during World War II, one group of nearly

          4  1,000 Black American military aviators were trained

          5  in isolation at a complex near Tuskegee, Alabama;

          6  and

          7                 Whereas: Four-hundred and fifty of

          8  those pilots subsequently went on to fly in the air

          9  campaigns over North Africa, Sicily and Europe,

         10  providing escort to bomber groups and executing

         11  devastating strafing runs against enemy rail and

         12  vehicle traffic, surveillance stations and coastal

         13  emplacements; and

         14                 Whereas: The fliers were known as

         15  "The Black Redtail Angels" for the distinctive

         16  red-painted tailfins and for their well-earned

         17  reputation of protecting with the utmost courage and

         18  precision the bombers they escorted into Axis

         19  airspace; and

         20                 Whereas: Sixty-six of these brave

         21  pilots gave their lives and thirty-two more were

         22  forced down and captured, testament to their resolve

         23  and dedication; and

         24                 Whereas: The pilots trained at

         25  Tuskegee proved themselves among the most dedicated
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          2  and decorated of all the Allied forces who fought

          3  under freedom's flag in World War II, earning in

          4  their 15,553 sorties some 150 Distinguished Flying

          5  Crosses, Legions of Merit and the Red Star of

          6  Yugoslavia; and

          7                 Whereas: It is to such brave

          8  servicemen that we owe our enduring liberty - and

          9  our deepest gratitude; now, therefore

         10                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         11  City of New York honors The Tuskegee Airmen for all

         12  that they have given to this nation.

         13                 Signed this 25th day of March in the

         14  year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         15  For The Entire Council; Michael Nelson, Council

         16  Member, 48th District, Brooklyn.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: We want to thank you

         18  for being here. You do us great honor by being here,

         19  and thank you for all that you've done, not just for

         20  the freedom of people across the world, but for

         21  civil rights right here at home, and we would love

         22  for you to say a few words.

         23                 DR. ROSCOE: Thank you very much, Mr.

         24  Speaker. I know many of you, I even worked in some

         25  of your campaigns, and it's nice to come here and
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          2  see the fruits of our activity.

          3                 For my colleagues in The Tuskegee

          4  Airmen, we've been honored many, many places. The

          5  honor in our own hometown, in our own City Hall by

          6  our own City Council is one of the very, very high

          7  points of our careers as Tuskegee Airmen,

          8  particularly today, after last night where

          9  African-Americans achieved another milestone, it is

         10  very important to recognize that in the 1940s, the

         11  Tuskegee Airmen created a milestone that helped to

         12  break the barriers of segregation and depression in

         13  this country. I'm very proud to be a Tuskegee

         14  Airman, and we are very, very proud collectively to

         15  receive this citation from the City Council.

         16                 Thank you so very much, Mr. Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: We've also been

         18  joined by Councilwoman Guspe of the town of

         19  Hempstead, and we would like her to say a few words.

         20  We appreciate having our colleagues come join us

         21  here as well.

         22                 COUNCILWOMAN GUSPE: Thank you. I'm

         23  very, very happy to be here. These are my airmen,

         24  and last year we had for the first time a program in

         25  the town of Hempstead honoring our African-American
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          2  World War II veterans. It had never happened before,

          3  we're doing it again this year. It will be on the

          4  first Sunday in June in Roosevelt at Memorial

          5  Presbyterian Church, so you're all invited to come.

          6                 And it's such a rewarding program

          7  just to see those gentlemen walk down that aisle as

          8  if they were 50 years old and with so much pride and

          9  so much distinction. So, it was certainly an honor,

         10  and thank you so much for honoring them, and

         11  certainly it's my pleasure to be here with you today

         12  and your Council. Thank you so much.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you,

         14  Councilwoman. Thank you all.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         16  clerk call the roll for the purpose of ascertaining

         17  the presence of a quorum.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         19                 ^^ COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Present.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         25  quorum.
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          2                 Please rise for today's invocation

          3  given by Father James P. Hayes of St. Andrews

          4  Church.

          5                 FATHER HAYES: God, our creator, we

          6  assemble in the City Council Chamber this day;

          7                 We stop and pay inner attention to

          8  our vocation as stewards of this City, and those

          9  dedicated to the public trust;

         10                 We gather as united members of this

         11  Council, we seek guidance, inner courage and wisdom;

         12                 As we administer our office, let the

         13  spirit of right judgment speak from our hearts;

         14                 May we encourage due respect for all

         15  life and diversity within this City, and may all of

         16  our deliberations and discussions today be filled

         17  with mercy and justice;

         18                 May our legislation drafted here and

         19  voted upon continue to become the foundation of good

         20  government;

         21                 Assist these guardians gathered here

         22  today with counsel, fortitude, and a sense of that

         23  inner wisdom;

         24                 We come today with heads bowed and

         25  hearts open. Guide the men and women of this City
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          2  Council, empower them to administer their office in

          3  righteousness;

          4                 Let us offer a prayer for the

          5  stewards and guardians of this City, as they strive

          6  to foster our political and social welfare;

          7                 May they find that inner strength and

          8  wisdom to discharge their duties with honesty and

          9  ability; and

         10                 As we enter the sacred season of all

         11  faiths, we ask that the members of this City Council

         12  move with clear purpose to assume again their role

         13  as stewards within our communities;

         14                 May we, as the leaders of this City,

         15  inspire and empower groups that do not have a voice,

         16  so as to foster and build a better future for all in

         17  this City;

         18                 May we find that inner strength. May

         19  the spirit of wisdom be always present in our

         20  hearts. May the spirit of gratitude embrace all

         21  gathered here who have committed themselves to

         22  public service as the stewards and guardians of this

         23  magnificent City;

         24                 Let us all speak as one voice, as

         25  stewards, guardians and public servants, by saying
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          2  amen.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Amen.

          4                 Council Member Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

          6  I motion to spread the invocation in full upon the

          7  record of this Council.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It is so

          9  ordered.

         10                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBUM: Oh, good.

         13  Okay.

         14                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         17  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 54.

         19  Communication from the Public Advocate. Withdrawing

         20  the name of Karen Philips for consideration. City

         21  Planning Commission.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         23  printed and filed.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 55.

         25  Communication from the Department of Health. Annual
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          2  report.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

          4  printed and filed.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          6  and Communications.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          8  56. Communication from the City Council. Operating

          9  budget.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         12  57. Communication from the City Council. OTPS

         13  operating budget.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         16  Call-Ups.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         19  Communication from the Speaker.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I'd

         21  like to yield some of my time to the Chair of the

         22  Land Use Committee to discuss a couple of items on

         23  today's general order calendar.

         24                 Madam Chair.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Speaker.

          3                 Today on the calendar for disposition

          4  --

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please be

          6  quite when your colleague is speaking.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Today on the

          8  calendar for disposition is a building named 320

          9  Sterling Street.

         10                 HPD has proposed the sale of 320

         11  Sterling Street in Brooklyn.

         12                 This is a building that has had a

         13  long history of difficulty and turmoil for at least

         14  ten years, and that difficulty is still continuing.

         15  There is no doubt, Madam Public Advocate, that this

         16  building is in desperate need of work, in order to

         17  bring it into the good state of repair.

         18                 We have spent days in negotiations.

         19  We had 30 people testify in front of the

         20  Subcommittee. We spent countless hours working out

         21  the right thing to do for this building, for this

         22  community. That is one of the reasons I was so

         23  surprised on Sunday that the Daily News editorial

         24  page did not approve of our decision.

         25                 I would think that the Daily News
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          2  would have approved of the decision because it is

          3  the right thing to do on the merits. There is

          4  discussion in the Daily news about an anti-Semitic

          5  comment, which I know that my colleague,

          6  Councilwoman Clarke, is very anxious to discuss.

          7                 Everyone in this Chamber should

          8  understand, and everyone in this Chamber should know

          9  that at the time that the Committee was voting and

         10  today, we still have no knowledge of any statement.

         11  We don't know where any statement supposedly

         12  occurred. We don't know who supposedly made the

         13  statement. We have no knowledge.

         14                 What we do have knowledge of, Madam

         15  Public Advocate, is that this building is a troubled

         16  site, and on the merits it needs help in the right

         17  way.

         18                 In 1892 the City took the building in

         19  an in rem action for non-payment of taxes. In 1994

         20  HPD put this building in Tenant Interim Lease

         21  Program, in 1995, HPD terminated involvement of the

         22  Tenant Interim Lease Program. In 1996, HPD put the

         23  building in a community management program, and in

         24  the Year 2001, HPD negotiated a lease with Ray Press

         25  (phonetic) to manage this building on behalf of HPD.
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          2                 Now, Madam Public Advocate, HPD has

          3  offered some things that does look quite good on its

          4  face. They've come to the table with $10 million.

          5  113 units would be renovated into 99 units, and the

          6  City then would sell the building.

          7                 But although it sounds good, I would

          8  like to point out to my colleagues several very

          9  troubling and disturbing things.

         10                 This agreement HPD made was on a sole

         11  source negotiated sale. It never went out to a

         12  public process. It is in a stable community, Madam

         13  Public Advocate, with a low rate of City ownership.

         14                 It has 50 percent of this building as

         15  vacant, and the availability of financing to assist

         16  in this renovation would be attractive to so many

         17  developers who may have come to the City with even

         18  greater benefits for the City and even greater

         19  benefits to the tenants, if the City had issued this

         20  in a public bidding process.

         21                 The $10 million that we spoke about,

         22  $4.5 million of this, Madam Public Advocate, would

         23  have been HPD money, it would have been City money,

         24  it would have been ours.

         25                 2.5 million would have been tax
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          2  credits, which is also City money and 3 million

          3  would have been a mortgage that would have used this

          4  building as collateral.

          5                 In return for all of this, the City

          6  would have sold the building for a dollar to the

          7  developer.

          8                 At the Subcommittee hearing, 30

          9  people testified, six for the project, 24 against,

         10  project sponsors were part of the testimony.

         11                 Either way, considering the long

         12  history of trying to stabilize this building, the

         13  potential that this building has in almost $7

         14  million to be spent from New York City money, what

         15  the one thing this Council should ask for and indeed

         16  insist upon, is that this building go out to an open

         17  and fair procedure in a request for proposal.

         18                 I'd like to urge all of my colleagues

         19  here today to please disapprove this item.

         20                 I'd also like to once again, as I've

         21  done in the past, urge HPD to withdraw the

         22  application and open it up for a more transparent

         23  process.

         24                 We do hope, and I know the Speaker

         25  hopes, that after an RFP has been issued and an open
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          2  and fair public hearing has been held, that will

          3  once again have this in the Land Use Committee and

          4  that the City Council may be able to vote in the

          5  positive. For now I urge my colleagues to vote an

          6  aye for disapproval.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

          9  Chair.

         10                 I also yield time to the Chair of the

         11  Finance Committee to discuss the Council's budget,

         12  which is also on the calendar for today.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Madam Chair,

         14  the proposed budget shows a 12 percent cut in

         15  headcount for the Council central staff and a dollar

         16  reduction of almost $1.9 million for central staff.

         17  This large cut in central staff is offset to a

         18  significant extent by an increase of about $1.1

         19  million for Council members, specifically Committee

         20  chairs, for purposes of hiring staff members to work

         21  with their committees.

         22                 This was done to implement the policy

         23  established by the members of this body in January,

         24  many who came together in the Fresh Democracy

         25  Council to formulate ideas with democratizing the
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          2  new City Council.

          3                 The goal is to decentralize certain

          4  functions of the central Council staff by empowering

          5  committee chairs to be more active in the operations

          6  and issues before their committees.

          7                 The budget also calls for a six

          8  percent reduction in the entire Council OTPS budget.

          9  Overall the Council's budget for 2003 will be about

         10  $1.5 million less than its current budget. I urge

         11  the adoption.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Chairman.

         14                 And finally, I call upon the Chair of

         15  the Health Committee to discuss another item which

         16  is on today's general order calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Speaker, and Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 Today before the Council is a piece

         20  of legislation, 13-A, which was conceived and

         21  authored by my colleague Council Member Moskowitz,

         22  and I would urge all of my colleagues to want to

         23  applaud Council Member Moskowitz for her continuing

         24  leadership in this area, and also to vote in support

         25  of the bill.
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          2                 The bill addresses the reality that

          3  there are close to 2 million uninsured New Yorkers,

          4  and continues the work that the Council began two

          5  years ago around assisting and urging New Yorkers

          6  who are eligible to enroll in Child Health Plus and

          7  Family Health Plus.

          8                 The bill will require that the

          9  Department of Health publish one pamphlet that

         10  contains information on all health insurance

         11  programs that are optioned for uninsured and

         12  underinsured New Yorkers.

         13                 The bill then mandates that every

         14  time a New York City agency interacts with a New

         15  Yorker who is likely to be from the population of

         16  uninsured that they give that pamphlet to them.

         17                 The concept here, being very much

         18  based on the concept of advertising, that over and

         19  over again, if we get information out to New Yorkers

         20  about the options that are available to them, that

         21  they will engage in that option, they will get

         22  health insurance coverage and they will be able to

         23  engage in preventive care and prevent illness from

         24  occurring.

         25                 The legislation is important,
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          2  obviously, because it will help New Yorkers get

          3  insured. It's very intelligent because it seizes on

          4  interactions that City agencies already have with

          5  New Yorkers. So, it's very fiscally responsible

          6  because we are taking work that's already being done

          7  and just having information, additional information

          8  be given out during that interaction.

          9                 But perhaps what might even be most

         10  significant about the bill is that it is the first

         11  time the City council has ever specified languages

         12  that materials need to be created and distributed

         13  in. It's the first time that we're seeing the City

         14  of New York actually recognize the changing

         15  demographics of this City.

         16                 The bill requires that the pamphlet

         17  be available in English, Spanish, Chinese, Russian,

         18  Yiddish, Korean and Haitian and Creole.

         19                 So, for all of those reasons, one of

         20  them being particularly historic, I believe I urge

         21  my colleagues to join with myself and the Speaker

         22  and Council Member Moskowitz in passing this bill.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's it for me,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion
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          2  of General Orders.

          3                 Report of Special Committees.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          6  tanding Committees.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          8  Committee on Finance.

          9                 Preconsidered M 56 and companion Reso

         10  148. Communication from the City Council. Operating

         11  budget.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  general order.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         15  57. Companion Reso 149. Communication from the City

         16  Council. OTPS operating budget.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Health.

         21                 Intro. 13-A. Public health insurance

         22  options.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         24  order with message of necessity from the Mayor.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Land Use.

          3                 LU 12 and companion Reso 150.

          4  Application number 20025077 HAX.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          6  order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 13 and

          8  companion Reso 151. Application number 20025079 HAK,

          9  Brooklyn.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         11  order.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 14 and

         13  companion Reso 153. Application number 20025080 HAK,

         14  Brooklyn.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         16  order.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 16 and

         18  companion Reso 153. Application number 20025082 HAK,

         19  Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Motion to disapprove.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 18 and

         22  companion Reso 154. Application number 20025084 HAK,

         23  Brooklyn.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         25  order.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 21 and

          3  companion Reso 155. Application number 20025088 HAM,

          4  Manhattan.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          6  order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 24 and

          8  companion Reso 156. Application number 20025103 HAX,

          9  Bronx.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         11  order.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 27 and

         13  companion Reso 157. Application number 20025106 HAK,

         14  Brooklyn.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         16  order.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 28 and

         18  companion Reso 158. Application number 20025107 HAK,

         19  Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         21  order.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 29 and

         23  companion Reso 159. Application number 20025108 HAK,

         24  Brooklyn.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general
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          2  order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 31 and

          4  companion Reso 160. Application number 20025110 HAK,

          5  Brooklyn.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          7  order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 34 and

          9  companion Reso 161. Application number 20025130 HAK,

         10  Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         12  order.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 53 and

         14  companion Reso 162. Application number 20025192 HAX,

         15  Bronx.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         17  order.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 157 and

         19  companion Reso 163. Application number 20025248 HAQ,

         20  Queens.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         22  order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 108 and

         24  companion Reso 164. Application number 20025249 HAQ,

         25  Queens.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          3  order.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 110 and

          5  companion Reso 165. Application number C010227 MMR,

          6  Staten Island.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          8  order.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 111 and

         10  companion Reso 166. Application number C000539 ZMK,

         11  map change.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         13  order.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 112. Zoning

         15  resolution. Application number N020192(A) ZRM,

         16  Manhattan.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         18  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         19  Commission pursuant to 11.70 (b) of the Rules of the

         20  Council and Section 197-(d) of the New York City

         21  Charter.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 113.

         23  Application number C010229 ZMQ, map change, Queens.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         25  modifications and referred to City Planning
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          2  Commission.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 122 and

          4  companion Reso 167. Application number 020084 ZSM,

          5  Manhattan.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          7  order.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          9  order calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         11  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         13  order.

         14                 I would ask that the clerk call the

         15  roll.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            39

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Se' (in

         15  Spanish).

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         18  all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I'd like to

         21  explain my vote.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Without

         23  objection.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Do I have to

         25  say it again?
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          2                 Yes, I'd like to explain my vote on

          3  LU 16 and Resolution 153, 320 Sterling Street.

          4                 My dear members, I think that we are

          5  here to do the right thing. I think that's what

          6  we've been elected to do, and with that in mind, I

          7  want to say that we're in the midst of our holidays

          8  and it's really very tragic times here in the City

          9  and abroad, and in my district and right in the

         10  neighboring district, Michael Nelson's district a

         11  26-year-old man is dead, was stabbed to death, and

         12  leaves a young wife with a one year old and really

         13  no one knows who did it, and I think with the

         14  tragedies throughout the world as well, I think we

         15  have to keep in mind what our priorities are, and

         16  keep our agenda straight.

         17                 And with that, I would like to say

         18  that for anyone to inject anti-Semitism into this

         19  issue really trivializes what anti-Semitism means,

         20  and it's just unacceptable, I find it objectionable

         21  and offensive. And under the Speaker's leadership I

         22  really, really feel good about the fact that this

         23  body, with all our differences have really gotten

         24  along.

         25                 We don't have to agree about
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          2  everything, but it's been an unbelievable experience

          3  for me to be able to be a part of this body, and,

          4  therefore, based on all the information that was

          5  given to me and given I think to my colleagues on

          6  the Land Use Committee, we can't bless the result

          7  without blessing the process.

          8                 There really is not enough to support

          9  the necessity for a sole source contract at this

         10  time, and I vote yes, and I look forward to

         11  reviewing the information, all the information

         12  regarding this.

         13                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Without

         18  objection.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Again, on 320

         20  Sterling Street, I want to concur completely with

         21  the remarks that Councilman Felder just made.

         22                 I think each and every one of us

         23  abhors any remarks that are racist or anti-Semitic,

         24  particularly in an issue of housing, people that

         25  need it the most.
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          2                 But regardless of what any editorial

          3  board in this City might think, I think this Council

          4  is obligated to view this proposal on its merits,

          5  and I know that I, for one, will not be swayed by

          6  the remarks that some moron may or may not have

          7  made. And I am going to look at this proposal, I

          8  have problems with the process why which this

          9  decision was sole sourced, as opposed to let out to

         10  the public. I think we ought to be safeguarding our

         11  City tax dollars, and, Madam Public Advocate, I vote

         12  aye on all.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council Member.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         19  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

         20  explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Without

         22  objection.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 On this calendar I'm going to be
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          2  voting no on Intro. 13-A. I believe that this bill

          3  opens up a pandoras box, sooner or later, what's

          4  next? We're going to have to make sure that we print

          5  brochures in every language in every City agency?

          6  That's cost could cost the taxpayers millions of

          7  dollars.

          8                 In this time of fiscal restraint,

          9  where we're asking our seniors to do with less,

         10  we're closing senior centers, we're looking to cut

         11  youth services, we're looking at devastating cuts to

         12  the Board of Education, I don't believe that we

         13  should be taking this route, and I think the bill is

         14  not fiscally responsible.

         15                 So, I vote aye on all coupled general

         16  orders, with the exception of no on Intro. 13-A, and

         17  I abstain on Land Use 16 and companion resolution

         18  153.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes. And may I

         24  be excused to explain my vote just very briefly?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Without
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          2  objection.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I just want to

          4  echo the sentiments expressed thus far by my

          5  colleagues, Council Members Fidler and Felder. I,

          6  too, join the concerns shared by all my colleagues

          7  over the process, and on that basis I join in voting

          8  aye on the 320 Sterling Street issue, as well as the

          9  other coupled orders.

         10                 I would just add we in this City have

         11  a new found unity, and we need to nurture and

         12  sustain aggressively as we go ahead, and we cannot

         13  allow unsubstantiated comments to deter us from an

         14  objective analysis of the problems with, in this

         15  case the process that has been followed.

         16                 Clearly all allegations need to be

         17  thoroughly investigated and considered, but we as a

         18  body need to proceed on the basis of the objective

         19  facts before us, and on those grounds I join my

         20  colleagues in voting aye.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council member.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: I abstain on

          4  Land Use 16, Resolution 153; no on Intro. 13-A; aye

          5  on all others.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all. And

         12  may I have leave to explain my vote?

         13                 I would like to thank my colleagues

         14  for their support on this resolution, on this

         15  application, as I'm sure Councilwoman Clarke as well

         16  does.

         17                 I also want to thank the Land Use

         18  staff. The decision that we came to with the

         19  Subcommittee meeting, and of course, Miguel

         20  Martinez, who sat through countless hours of

         21  testimony on this project, but the decision that

         22  Councilman Miguel Martinez in the Land Use Committee

         23  came to was not an easy one, and the staff that we

         24  rely on so heavily was really terrific in just

         25  sorting out the details and sorting out exactly what
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          2  the best thing to do with this Committee, with this

          3  item was.

          4                 I would also like to mimic some of

          5  the comments from my colleagues.

          6                 You know, when this body spent so

          7  many hours and so many days trying to figure out the

          8  right thing to do for the Committee, I am just proud

          9  that we can't be swayed by some comments that might

         10  have happened, might have occurred, which are

         11  obviously bigoted and which are obviously

         12  anti-Semitic.

         13                 So, I'm proud of the work that this

         14  body has done. I'm proud of the fact that we are

         15  trying to do the right thing for the communities,

         16  and with that said, I vote aye on all.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council member.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all,

         23  except LU 16 and the accompanying Resolution 153,

         24  with which I abstain.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

          5  explain my vote, please?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No

          7  objection.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes on all

          9  items, except LU 16, Reso 153. I abstain on that

         10  item. Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council member.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Permission

         15  to explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Without

         17  objection.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I want to

         19  speak on the application for 320 Sterling Place.

         20                 This particular building, 320

         21  Sterling Place is in a community with no public

         22  housing, and, in fact, it may be the only City-owned

         23  property in the community.

         24                 The record and testimony has spoken

         25  to the fact that there is a long history of trouble
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          2  in the building, and those troubles predate the City

          3  acquiring this building.

          4                 There is no doubt that something must

          5  be done to help this building, the tenant and the

          6  surrounding community.

          7                 There is also no doubt that all

          8  parties concerned want to do their best for this

          9  building, and the tenants and the community.

         10                 What we might consider is whether

         11  approving this specific project disposition,

         12  negotiated sale will accomplish these goals.

         13                 Serious questions have been raised.

         14                 As a result, and based on our concern

         15  of respecting the process used to place this

         16  building in the program and the particular program,

         17  a no vote was recommended by the Committee.

         18                 This action will not address many of

         19  the concerns that have been raised.

         20                 We would hope that the agency will

         21  consider all that has been mentioned, and we look

         22  forward to seeing this building come back before the

         23  Committee again with a different program.

         24                 So, having said that, Madam Chair,

         25  Madam Public Advocate, I want to vote aye on all
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          2  items.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          5  all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I would like

         12  to be excused to explain my vote.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No

         14  objection.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         16  vote aye on all and just make some comment with

         17  regard to LU 16, Reso 153.

         18                 There have been some comments made

         19  about -- two very important comments made about this

         20  project in the negative. One is that it subverts

         21  Citywide interest to parochial interests. As if this

         22  is simply about a little neighborhood thing and has

         23  nothing more of importance than that, and obviously

         24  the second criticism is that it's wound up in some

         25  sort of anti-Semitic reasoning for why it has been
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          2  rejected by this Council, by the Councilperson in

          3  particular.

          4                 The fact of the matter is that this

          5  has nothing simply to do with a parochial interest

          6  or a local neighborhood interest.

          7                 In fact, as we've come to understand

          8  the process and how this came into being, we realize

          9  that this is a really serious Citywide issue, in

         10  terms of the process by which HPD is going about

         11  giving away property in this City, a process that is

         12  not transparent, a process that is not accountable,

         13  and a process that for some reason or not, seems to

         14  not be in conjunction with the responsibilities of

         15  the local elected Councilperson, and that is very,

         16  very important. And by the same token we are reading

         17  now that the decision is being made on some other

         18  basis in terms of anti-Semitism, which does not seem

         19  at all to be the case.

         20                 So, I want to first commend the

         21  Councilperson in particular, Yvette Clarke, for her

         22  courage in being able to represent not just her

         23  district, but also represent a process, a Citywide

         24  process that we all must live by and vote aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council member.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: May I be

          7  excused to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No

          9  objection.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

         11                 Before I vote aye on all, I just want

         12  to further urge all my colleagues to vote in support

         13  of 13-A.

         14                 One point I forgot to mention when I

         15  spoke in the Speaker's time regarding that bill, is

         16  that one of the other benefits of this bill is that

         17  by getting more New Yorkers enrolled in Health

         18  insurance programs, like Child Health Plus and

         19  Family Health Plus, the City will in the longrun

         20  save a tremendous amount of money.

         21                 Presently when those New Yorkers seek

         22  services, they are uninsured, they have no coverage,

         23  the Health and Hospitals Corporation has to pay for

         24  all of the services that they offer to those New

         25  Yorkers, as it should be, but since many, many of
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          2  these 2 million New Yorkers will qualify and get

          3  coverage, we will save a tremendous amount of money

          4  for the Health and Hospitals Corporation, a

          5  Corporation which, as we know, in the past few years

          6  has run a deficit in the hundreds of millions of

          7  dollars.

          8                 So, in the beginning, I heard some of

          9  my colleagues raise concern about the printing of

         10  the materials in numerous languages, the fiscal

         11  impact that was generated by the Council's Finance

         12  Division for this piece of legislation is very, very

         13  low, but any cost that we need to put out in the

         14  beginning are truly offset by the significant

         15  financial savings which we will reap by getting

         16  many, many, many more New Yorkers covered in these

         17  existing programs.

         18                 So, if any confusion or concern was

         19  raised regarding the cost, I hope that clarifies it.

         20  And I believe, in addition, the most important part

         21  of this bill is of course the health care

         22  significance, but this will also be a financial

         23  saver for the City of New York.

         24                 That said, I vote aye on all.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam

         23  Advocate, can I explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Without

         25  objection.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: At least 27

          3  percent of the folks are underinsured or uninsured.

          4  In light of that, this is a bill attempting to

          5  correct this health problem within our society.

          6                 In light of the fact that Central

          7  Brooklyn is considered the epicenter for diabetes,

          8  asthma and HIV, in light of the fact that health

          9  resources may be available, but constituents may not

         10  know where to access these resources, I fully

         11  support Intro. 13-A and vote aye on all.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council Member.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all,

         24  except LU 16 and Reso 153, which I abstain on.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: May I be

          3  excused to explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Without

          5  objection.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

          7                 I vote aye on all, but I would like

          8  to say in the case of the Land Use item, I just

          9  think it's very unfortunate that our colleagues at

         10  HPD have done something, which unfortunately I've

         11  seen in the past in my career in City and federal

         12  government, which is rushing something in a manner

         13  that made it unfriendly to the community, and

         14  leaving the possibility of compromise behind in the

         15  rush to move something in a particular manner.

         16                 I think it is particularly

         17  unfortunate, because several of the people involved

         18  in the proposed related Land Use item are folks who

         19  have done quite a bit to help our City and provide

         20  an immense amount of affordable housing to our City,

         21  and I'm referring to Felice Michetti and Harry

         22  Derienzo (phonetic). So, I'm saddened because of the

         23  approach HPD took that it's impossible for us to

         24  move forward on this.

         25                 But I do want to say also, in
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          2  relation to the Daily News, I think a lot of my

          3  other colleagues feel the same way. Certain words,

          4  certain concepts should be used only when the most

          5  serious occasion arises, only in the most somber

          6  way, or sober way, and I found the Daily News' use

          7  of the concept of anti-Semitism yesterday extremely

          8  troubling. We can't throw phrases like that around

          9  lightly, and I think in some ways we look to our

         10  editorial boards to be guardians of public life to

         11  be the most sober, the most level headed amongst us

         12  and I find it very, very sad that good people were

         13  mistreated by an editorial that obviously sought to

         14  plagiar the cheap seats as opposed to try and bring

         15  enlightenment.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council member.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Abstain on LU 16

         21  and Reso 153; and yes on all others.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye on all.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All coupled

         25  general orders have been adopted by a vote of 49 in
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          2  the affirmative, zero in the negative, zero

          3  abstentions, with the exception of LU 16 and Res

          4  153, with 43 in the affirmative, six in the

          5  negative.

          6                 With Intro. 13-A, 47 in the

          7  affirmative -- no. Sorry. It wasn't six negative, it

          8  was six abstentions.

          9                 Okay, Intro. 13-A, 47 in the

         10  affirmative.

         11                 Is that two negative or abstentions?

         12                 Okay, two in the negative. Thank you.

         13                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, I would ask that all bills be referred to

         16  the Committee as indicated in the agenda, with the

         17  exception of Resolution 141, which I would ask to be

         18  brought up for immediate consideration, and I would

         19  call on Council Member Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

         21  Speaker. Madam Public Advocate, on April 24th the

         22  Armenian community will be commemorating a form of a

         23  holocaust, between 1915 and 1923, 1,500,000

         24  Armenians were slaughtered. This Year 2002 marks the

         25  87th anniversary of that genocide by the Ottoman

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            58

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Turks.

          3                 I ask that all of my colleagues

          4  please join me in making April 24th, Year 2002, as

          5  Armenian Martyrs Day in the City of New York.

          6                 I waive the reading and I ask for

          7  immediate consideration.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me,

          9  the sponsor has asked for immediate consideration

         10  and waive the reading. Are there any objections?

         11                 Hearing none, all in favor say aye.

         12                 All opposed say nay.

         13                 The resolution is adopted.

         14                 General Discussion.

         15                 Council Member Clarke.

         16                 Excuse me, Council Member Barron and

         17  Council Member Jackson, but your colleague asked to

         18  go first.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 My colleagues, today I would like to

         22  thank you for your support on the Land Use item

         23  within my district that has become a source of a

         24  very divisive and mean-spirited dispute within my

         25  community. I'm referring to the 320 Sterling Street
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          2  building, the City-owned property that has engaged

          3  in one of the most protracted struggles for

          4  development with dignity that our community has ever

          5  experienced.

          6                 The tenants of 320 Sterling Street

          7  who are part represented by Miss Joyce Stewart, the

          8  City's Department of Housing Preservation and

          9  Development, and the third-party transfer management

         10  firm Ketch (phonetic), have all, in my opinion,

         11  played some role in the rapidly deteriorating

         12  circumstances that the building finds itself in,

         13  both as a physical home to tenants, as well as the

         14  spirit of the residents who endured the many

         15  attempts to rehab and redevelop their homes.

         16                 After due consideration and

         17  consultation with all parties involved, it has

         18  become increasingly evident that under the currently

         19  proposed management structure, there is no way we

         20  can bring peace and reconciliation to the tenants of

         21  the building, or the community that is just as

         22  passionate and divided on this issue.

         23                 This house divided will and cannot

         24  stand. I believe the process by which the management

         25  firm and the third-party transfer was initiated in
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          2  this instance, fed the fuel for its own demise.

          3                 Due to the unique relationship that I

          4  have with my predecessor I know that this process

          5  was put in place absent of community input and

          6  consent, and an appropriate notification of the

          7  Council member who served this district.

          8                 It is critical in circumstances like

          9  these that there be consultation with the

         10  stakeholders and not a top down approach. This

         11  approach doesn't take into consideration the nuances

         12  within the community dynamic that unfortunately has

         13  made the process much more contentious than it

         14  needed to be.

         15                 Even if we were to agree that a

         16  third-party transfer would be the best solution for

         17  facilitating the needs of affordable housing within

         18  the City of New York, we must provide a means by

         19  which tenants, residents and community stakeholders

         20  can voice their concern and have some say in the

         21  process.

         22                 In the case of 320 Sterling Street,

         23  no matter how well intentioned, proper consideration

         24  was not given to the adverse impact of this

         25  transfer.
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          2                 Finally, I'd like to say that a

          3  newspaper editorial appeared over the weekend which

          4  caused great distress. I would like to take this

          5  opportunity to state loudly, clearly and

          6  unequivocally that I deplore any expression of

          7  bigotry, racism or anti-Semitism. Such expression

          8  has no place in this debate. But the real issue here

          9  is the process, which in this case was seriously

         10  flawed.

         11                 The tenants who live at 320 Sterling

         12  deserve an opportunity for an open RFP process to

         13  determine the future of the building they call home.

         14                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council Member Clarke.

         17                 Council Member Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         19  Madam Chair. I rise in support of Intro. 101, which

         20  was a change in the law that was introduced by our

         21  Deputy Majority Leader, Council Member William

         22  Perkins, knowing that the effect of lead paint on

         23  our youth and our young, that any small amount of

         24  lead ingested will damage the brain forever, and I

         25  rise in support of this based on the knowledge that
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          2  has been given to me by my former Council Member

          3  Stan Michels, and also by all of the advocates in

          4  the field, and many parents and students that were

          5  on the steps of City Hall today in support of this

          6  bill, and I ask my colleagues to join all of the

          7  other prime sponsors, including our leader, Bill

          8  Perkins, in support of this legislation.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council Member.

         12                 Council Member Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         14  Madam Advocate. I rise to lend my support for my

         15  colleague, and good friend, and most courageous

         16  Councilwoman, Yvette Clarke, for standing up to the

         17  powers that be and doing the right thing in the

         18  midst of very, very strong opposition from very

         19  powerful forces.

         20                 And to the Daily News, I hope that we

         21  can have a rebuttal and an article or some kind of

         22  retraction for a young lady who has impeccable

         23  credentials in our community and is against any form

         24  of discrimination.

         25                 And to Joyce Stewart and all the
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          2  people of 320, I hope we can all come together and

          3  work with the Councilwoman to make sure we get

          4  affordable housing in that area.

          5                 I also rise to say that I want to

          6  encourage those in the Housing and Buildings

          7  Committee, when the intro on lead paint poison comes

          8  to their committee, that we not try to water it down

          9  any more than it already is. There was a lot of

         10  compromise that has been done with that particular

         11  resolution, that particular bill, and we hope that

         12  it can stay as it is and come back to full committee

         13  for passing.

         14                 And finally, on a lighter note, it

         15  was just indeed a breath of fresh air last night to

         16  watch the Oscars and see to it that when Halle Berry

         17  got up and said, "Denzel, you can forget it, they're

         18  not giving us two in one night" I thought it was all

         19  over, but to my surprise Denzel got his, too, and

         20  that was just a glorious moment for us. We've still

         21  got a long way to go, but I guess we're on our way.

         22                 Thank you, Madam Advocate.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council Member Barron.

         25                 Council Member Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

          3  Public Advocate.

          4                 I rise just to ask my colleague's

          5  support on a piece of legislation that perhaps at

          6  first blush seems unnecessary or unimportant, or to

          7  some folks maybe a little silly, but I say to those

          8  people that the value that you assign to that bill

          9  is probably predicated on the value that you put on

         10  the health and well-being of children and young

         11  people.

         12                 You know, opening day of baseball

         13  season starts, which means all of us as elected

         14  officials will be asked to attend various little

         15  leagues in our district, and always a great deal of

         16  joy to see young people, both girls and boys,

         17  playing baseball and softball. Unfortunately, what

         18  we have across the City and across America is a

         19  situation that a lot of parents don't even know

         20  about it, they think their kid is out on the field

         21  having fun and is not in harm's way, and in fact, he

         22  and she is. The young people today use baseball bats

         23  that are made of high-tech alloys that literally

         24  shoot balls at these kids and shoots them at a rate

         25  of speed that does not allow them to react.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            65

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Unfortunately, there have been

          3  injuries and deaths across the City, and I'm saying

          4  to my colleagues that there should not have been a

          5  Megan Kanca before there was a Megan's Law, there

          6  should not have been a Jenna Gracehaber before there

          7  was a Jenna's Law, and if we allow a kid to die in

          8  Brooklyn or the Bronx or Staten Island, Queens or

          9  Manhattan as a result of one of these bats, and then

         10  we come in and we pass a bill and we name it after

         11  them, we really haven't done our job.

         12                 If you look at it, it's a very

         13  familiar story. It starts with an unsafe product,

         14  the product is manipulated for a specific purpose,

         15  the manufacturer knows it's dangerous, he offers up

         16  some disingenuous and some cosmetic changes, it's

         17  targeted at young people. There's an individual on

         18  the inside who mastered the product who is now the

         19  leading proponent against it, and it has all the

         20  makings of a movie, it looks like the tobacco

         21  industry, the only difference here is the profits

         22  here are in the hundreds of millions and not the

         23  billions.

         24                 I just ask you folks, don't kind of

         25  shrug it off as a silly piece of bill, a piece of
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          2  legislation, look at it. When you talk about

          3  protecting our kids, there is absolutely no reason

          4  under the sun that these folks should be selling

          5  these bats to these kids. Let's have a happy and

          6  healthy baseball season and our young people are

          7  doing the right thing, and let's protect them. So, I

          8  thank you for your consideration.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council member.

         11                 Council Member Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I'm sorry.

         13  Council Member Barron started me on a trend, I was

         14  discussing who was and wasn't dressed well last

         15  night at the Oscars with some staff. Halle Berry may

         16  have the top of the list as a well-dressed person.

         17                 Anyway, on a more serious note, I

         18  just wanted to let my colleagues know, the Health

         19  Committee will be, in addition to having our hearing

         20  on the Preliminary Budget tomorrow at 11:30, we are

         21  going to be having hearings in every borough in the

         22  evenings to make it easier for New Yorkers to come

         23  and tell us what they believe the impact of the

         24  budget cuts will be and what the status of health

         25  care and accessibility of health care is in their
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          2  borough.

          3                 The first hearing has been scheduled,

          4  it's for April 10th. It begins at 6:00 p.m., it's

          5  going to be at Lincoln Medical and Mental Health

          6  Center in the Bronx. I just wanted to let folks know

          7  that. You'll be getting notice of other hearings as

          8  they get scheduled, but I would hope that many of my

          9  colleagues, not just from the Bronx, but from across

         10  the City could join with us on April 10th at Lincoln

         11  Medical Center.

         12                 And if anyone has particular people

         13  they would like invited to that, please let myself

         14  or Judith MacFarlane know. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 Council Member Lopez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I just want to

         19  congratulate my colleague Yvette Clarke for making

         20  her way into the editorial page of the Daily News.

         21  That means that she is doing her job good and very

         22  well done, my sister.

         23                 In the second point that I want to

         24  bring to your attention, the Chancellor of the City

         25  of New York has decided to remove one of the duly
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          2  elected members of the school board of District 1,

          3  in violation of the rights of all of the members of

          4  my district that voted for her, and in violation of

          5  her, herself. The removal of this member of the

          6  school board is done in my district at a moment that

          7  the Chancellor have failed to name the

          8  superintendent of my district. And I want to call

          9  the attention of the Council in the way that our

         10  school districts continue to function. The

         11  Chancellor decide to remove the member of my school

         12  board just because he want to disrupt the balance of

         13  power that exists in School Board 1. And we want to

         14  make very clear that the removal of that member is

         15  not going to go unnoticed.

         16                 The Chancellor I strongly suggest for

         17  him to reinstate her to the position from where he

         18  removed her. The name of this member is Amy Bellas.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council Member.

         22                 Council Member Jennings.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Good

         24  morning, Public Advocate, colleagues. This last week

         25  we've had some very disturbing things take place in
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          2  Southern Queens. Over five children have been

          3  sexually assaulted this past week, and I would like

          4  to call this to everyone's attention because sexual

          5  predators travel.

          6                 I would like to commend the Police

          7  Department on their effectiveness on arresting two

          8  of five suspects. On Saturday there was an arrest of

          9  a gentleman who traveled from Bensonhurst, Brooklyn

         10  to Southeast Queens to expose himself to three

         11  children.

         12                 So, I would like to encourage all New

         13  Yorkers to, please, if you have children in

         14  elementary schools, schools open at 8:40, usually

         15  the schools don't open their doors until 8:00, do

         16  not take your kids to school before 8:00, and always

         17  accompany your children to school.

         18                 I would like to also encourage all

         19  school districts to immediately put into effect that

         20  no child is released from school until an adult or

         21  an authorized person of a reasonable age comes and

         22  picks up their child from school.

         23                 This is a very serious thing. Five

         24  predators sexually assaulting children in our City

         25  is a serious crime, and this can happen in every
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          2  community, anywhere.

          3                 So, I would like us all to be mindful

          4  of this and do everything we can to protect our

          5  children.

          6                 Also, Madam Public Advocate, my

          7  colleagues, yesterday started one of the most

          8  holiest of holidays. This week, and next week, this

          9  week the Christian holiday Passover starts, and

         10  leads us into Passover next week. I want us all to

         11  be mindful of our spirituality, that we all get

         12  caught up in working every day, 14 hours a day, and

         13  get caught up in a lot of politics, but let's not

         14  forget why we're here, to serve the people, and

         15  let's not forget our families that we're here, and

         16  we're here to make them proud. And while we're here

         17  working hard for them, let's not neglect them.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council Member.

         21                 Council Member Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         23  much, Madam Public Advocate. I just rise to ask

         24  people to support the Domestic Worker Bill, and

         25  Intro. 96 and Resolution 135.
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          2                 Yesterday we had an event with about

          3  40 women from across the City and probably across

          4  the land, and they've come up with a wonderful code

          5  of conduct. It is a no cost, but it is a tremendous

          6  cost if we don't pass it, to the lives of the

          7  individuals, many of whom work extremely hard, and I

          8  want to thank the many, many people who have come

          9  forward to be supportive, and we look forward to

         10  working with Council Member Jennings and his

         11  Committee.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council member.

         15                 Council Member Sanders.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I, of course, am rising to support my

         19  colleague, Council Member Clarke, in denouncing all

         20  kinds of racism, bigotry, anti-Semitism, and I'm

         21  glad that the body stands united on that.

         22                 I'm also rising to support Intro.

         23  101, which, of course, is a strengthening of the

         24  lead poisoning bill.

         25                 I have to support my Council Member
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          2  Brewer on the domestic worker legislation. My mother

          3  is a former domestic worker, so of course I

          4  understand the need for that, as I understand Intro.

          5  97, which is against discrimination, employment

          6  discrimination for WEP workers.

          7                 Right now there is no redress or

          8  grievance. There is no process that if a WEP worker

          9  goes and is approached on a sexual level, there is

         10  no way that they can take it to a higher authority,

         11  and we need to have such.

         12                 Intro. 93, which I also agree with,

         13  allows for TANF workers, or TANF recipients to

         14  pursue higher education, welfare recipients to

         15  receive higher education. As is well known,

         16  education is one of the best ways and surest

         17  guarantees that one can get out of the welfare

         18  system. So, in my time, or less, I have supported

         19  those things.

         20                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council member.

         23                 Council Member Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Councilman

         25  Avella has introduced Resolution 132, which he has
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          2  graciously permitted me to join as a co-sponsor,

          3  that calls on the Council to investigate why the

          4  City of New York is the only entity in the world

          5  that's unable to make money on transporting patients

          6  through the EMS.

          7                 There are private companies that run

          8  this business for a profit, yet the City of New

          9  York, we manage to lose money on ambulance service.

         10                 Now, the true importance of this is

         11  that the privatization efforts for ambulance service

         12  is a prelude to the privatization of our hospitals,

         13  because as the private ambulances take these

         14  patients to private hospitals, they remove from the

         15  revenue stream all those patients that would be

         16  going to the public hospitals, thereby dooming them

         17  to an economic disaster.

         18                 And, so, I think it behooves the

         19  Council to find out why this City could look at the

         20  privatization of EMS as a budget cut, when it

         21  should, in fact, be a revenue enhancement.

         22                 And, so, I hope that my colleagues

         23  join Council Member Avella's resolution, we get this

         24  investigation off the ground quickly, and at times

         25  that it can make an impact on the June budget
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          2  negotiation.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          5                 Council Member Davis.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 First of all, I support the Intro.

          9  101, lead poisoning bill and I would like to

         10  compliment first and foremost Council Member Yvette

         11  Clarke, Councilman Miguel Martinez, and Councilwoman

         12  Katz, for standing up for 320 Sterling Street.

         13                 Two, something that's very important,

         14  another issue in the community, as a member of the

         15  Public Safety Committee, I was saddened to read and

         16  hear about the abuse of children by some Catholic

         17  priest. It is important that we understand all

         18  priests should not be painted with a broad brush,

         19  but we speak out with a clear voice against any

         20  priest or person who takes advantage of a child. I

         21  do believe as a minister that there is a separation

         22  and should be a separation of church and state, but

         23  in the case of abuse of our children.

         24                 I call on the Pope, all Cardinals,

         25  and all members of the Clergy, be it Presbyterian,

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            75

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Methodist, Church of God, Church of God in Christ,

          3  Baptist, Pentecostal, I call on all ministers of the

          4  clergy to expose any person, priest or otherwise,

          5  who takes advantage of a child and to report them to

          6  the proper authorities, namely the police officials.

          7                 You should never, ever take advantage

          8  of a child. And if you do, understand that we, I

          9  believe as a City Council, we will stand with our

         10  police officials and hold you accountable,

         11  accountable in the name of the law of the land,

         12  pedophiles, abuse of children will not be accepted

         13  here in our City, and I speak out with a clear voice

         14  against it.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council Member.

         17                 Council Member Perkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         19  very much.

         20                 I just want to take a moment to

         21  express my appreciation to my colleagues who joined

         22  me this afternoon in a press conference announcing

         23  Intro. 101, a local law to amend the Administrative

         24  Code of the City of New York in relation to

         25  childhood lead poisoning prevention. It was an
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          2  extraordinarily well attended press conference, well

          3  presented press conference, over 30 of us supporting

          4  this particular Intro, and we are very optimistic

          5  that as we move along in the process, that we will

          6  be successful and that we will be making a statement

          7  as a body and as a City in support of the children,

          8  in support of the health and well being of all of

          9  our children, no matter where they live, no matter

         10  their race, color nor creed.

         11                 I also want to point your attention

         12  to Intro. 102. As you know, earlier in the year

         13  there was a great controversy around the so-called

         14  Giuliani papers. Apparently in violation of

         15  tradition, and some people say in violation of the

         16  law, the prior Administration did not turn over its

         17  papers to the municipal archives.

         18                 In response to that hue and cry, the

         19  Governmental Operations Committee conducted a

         20  hearing. It was a highly well-attended hearing with

         21  national archivists and well-known renown historians

         22  testifying from all levels of government, to inform

         23  us of what is the appropriate procedures, not only

         24  on a municipal level but on a national level, and

         25  what would be a state-of-the-art archive and what
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          2  would be the appropriate remedy.

          3                 And, so, this bill essentially

          4  addresses the appropriate remedy for that for

          5  returning the papers to our City and for proceeding

          6  in the appropriate manner to have those papers

          7  copied and provided in for a public institution as

          8  opposed to privatizing it.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 Council Member Reed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

         14  Public Advocate.

         15                 I wanted to thank Council Member

         16  Nelson for recognizing the 369 Tuskegee Airmen. I

         17  was struck this morning in thinking about it,

         18  because this is a story I've known for a long time,

         19  these men had to fight in order to fight for this

         20  country. They didn't even want them to fight for

         21  their own country, but nevertheless, that's what

         22  they stood up and did. And it is poetic that what is

         23  seemingly fluff at Hollywood presented us an

         24  opportunity to look at other people who have been

         25  invisible in this country for many, many years, and
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          2  it's not just African-American, but it's Latinos and

          3  Asians and the whole panoply of this country that

          4  does not see itself envisioned on the screens of our

          5  televisions or on any form or facet of the media. We

          6  continue to pretend that contributions are not made

          7  in this country by people of color, that

          8  contributions are not made in this country by women.

          9  So, somehow there's a fantasy in Hollywood that

         10  crosses all across this country, and, so, I'm just

         11  delighted to see that, and I was listening to my

         12  colleagues today and realizing that in this body, we

         13  have in fact overcome that and have accomplished the

         14  fact to give voices to people who want to fight for

         15  this country, who want to fight for this City, who

         16  look in fact like the rest of this country, and I

         17  want to applaud us and recognize the historical

         18  significance of what we're doing, in spite of the

         19  depiction that they still want to perceive us as in

         20  Hollywood.

         21                 So, I want to thank this body. Thank

         22  you very much.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council Member.

         25                 Council Member Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

          3  Madam Chair.

          4                 I rise today, today is a very good

          5  day for the City Council. Today we introduced, my

          6  colleague Bill Perkins introduced legislation

          7  regarding the lead paint bill, and I applaud him and

          8  all of the sponsors of that bill today, and I urge

          9  all our colleagues to come on board with this

         10  important legislation in defense of our children.

         11                 Today a classroom of students from a

         12  middle school, Louie Armstrong, in my district, came

         13  here today to lobby some of our colleagues and to

         14  participate in different activities in support of

         15  this bill.

         16                 I urge my colleagues to protect our

         17  children and support this bill. It will be a test of

         18  our courage and our tenacity as legislators in this

         19  great City Council.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council Member.

         23                 Council Member Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 First and foremost, I want to

          3  acknowledge and thank my colleague and my friend,

          4  Council Member Yvette Clarke, for setting an

          5  inspirational example of leadership and courage in

          6  what could have been a difficult situation. I

          7  congratulate you and I thank you. And to know Yvette

          8  Clarke is to know that this City has no greater

          9  spokesperson against anti-Semitism or any form of

         10  bigotry and discrimination, and of that anyone who

         11  knows me knows that there's absolutely no question

         12  whatsoever. So, I thank you.

         13                 Madam Public Advocate, I also want to

         14  thank Council Member Katz for her introduction in

         15  the Council's log for the adoption of the Armenian

         16  Martyrs' Day. We all know that in remembrance there

         17  lies the possibility of redemption, and we know in

         18  the perpetration of the Holocaust in Europe, that

         19  famous statement made by the folks who thought they

         20  could get away with it who remembers the Armenian

         21  holocaust, so I urge the entire City to join in the

         22  commemoration of this very important day and

         23  occurrence.

         24                 Finally, as a member of the Fresh

         25  Democratic Caucus, I am very proud and happy to see
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          2  today the fruition of one of the proposed reforms

          3  that we have labored for with the adoption of the

          4  budget, the ability of Committee chairs to appoint

          5  their, a senior policy staff member, I would just

          6  point out what I'm sure is the inadvertent oversight

          7  of the omission from that of the Select Committees

          8  of the City Council and knowing that all the Select

          9  Committees are working quite hard, I'm sure that our

         10  Council leadership will work to rectify that

         11  omission.

         12                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         13  Advocate.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council member.

         16                 Council Member Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I rise very briefly to speak about

         20  Resolution 145. Incredibly FEMA has refused to

         21  reimburse New York City Police Department for

         22  expenses directly related to 9/11. I've had personal

         23  conversations with them and the Police Department

         24  has testified that there's 98 million in overtime

         25  and about 188 million in regular time, which they
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          2  claim do not fit into FEMA's guidelines.

          3                 These expenses, as I said, are

          4  directly related, no one disputes that.

          5                 These FEMA guidelines are there to

          6  deal with hurricanes and they're not appropriate now

          7  under these present situations.

          8                 Ray Kelly testified just the other

          9  day that 400 police officers a day, over 400 are

         10  still, as we speak, doing 9/11 related duties,

         11  whether it be at Fresh Kills or the morgue or at the

         12  site, 400 a day, and none of these officers fit into

         13  present FEMA guidelines. So, I've introduced a

         14  resolution calling on the federal government and

         15  FEMA to change their guidelines. It's the federal

         16  government's responsibility to make us whole,

         17  because they failed in their responsibility to

         18  protect us, and I ask for your support on that.

         19  Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council member.

         22                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 First, on a very personal note, my
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          2  daughter is seven years old, and she has just

          3  started playing little league. Her name is Kiara and

          4  she hits well but she doesn't catch that well, and

          5  the reason I'm saying this to this assembled body

          6  is, that Council Member Oddo is right. It may seem

          7  at first like an extraneous matter, but we've had so

          8  many tragic situations in sports, including quite

          9  recently, that it is pivotal, if we found something

         10  that could make sports for our youth safer, if

         11  there's even a chance that one child benefits we

         12  should do it. And I think Council Member Oddo is

         13  right to get away from these metal bats. I have seen

         14  the results of these bats, and it's not pretty. So,

         15  I would urge all of my colleagues to join the

         16  Council Member on that.

         17                 I just would like to ask all my

         18  colleagues to join with some of us on two pieces

         19  that have come out today. Please join the Speaker

         20  and Council Members Perkins and myself, we have

         21  legislation, Intro. 93, and it simply says that we

         22  want to help people on public assistance, that

         23  opportunities for training and opportunities for

         24  education that they have not had under the previous

         25  approach of the Giuliani Administration. Let's help
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          2  people on public assistance, to find a road to a

          3  good paying living wage job for their families,

          4  let's offer that flexibility. And I urge all my

          5  colleagues to join.

          6                 Also, to join with us on a resolution

          7  that we put forward today related to protecting

          8  public assistance recipients and WEP workers who

          9  have been the victims of sexual harassment and

         10  others types of harassment, for the purposes of

         11  these protections we need to treat them with the

         12  same kind of protections the employees would have.

         13                 I am very sick and tired of having

         14  WEP workers treated as second class citizens.

         15                 We had a very difficult case the

         16  other day of sexual harassment directed at WEP

         17  workers, and we need new protections, and please

         18  join with me in this.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council member.

         22                 Council Member Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, I also

         24  want to rise in support of my colleague, Yvette

         25  Clarke, who I've known for quite some time, and
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          2  there is not a discriminatory bone in her body, and

          3  I want to take umbrage with the almost defamatory

          4  comments in the Daily News which implied that she

          5  would discriminate on the bases of anything,

          6  certainly the charge of anti-Semitism is both

          7  inflammatory and has no basis in reality and I want

          8  to rise in support of her, and show my solidarity

          9  with her and my objection to the characterization of

         10  her being, showing any form of discrimination of any

         11  kind.

         12                 I also have a number of bills on the

         13  agenda today. I don't want to go into detail on all

         14  of them, but I just want to highlight one which

         15  arose because of a particular situation involving a

         16  police officer in my district who happened to be 35

         17  and a half years old and had gone through the Police

         18  Academy and training and was ineligible to take the

         19  civil service exam because the requirement of being

         20  35 years old.

         21                 So, I urge my colleagues to remove

         22  that requirement. It does not change any form of

         23  requirement of being fit and meeting the other

         24  requirements of the Police Department, but the age

         25  of 35 was an arbitrary age that was chosen to be
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          2  eligible to take the civil service exam, and I feel

          3  it has no basis in reality at this point, and I

          4  would therefore urge support of that particular

          5  bill.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council Member.

          9                 Council Member Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I wanted to

         11  also go along with Council Member Barron's remarks

         12  about how well the Academy Awards has come forward,

         13  but also I wanted to add a wrinkle to that. I

         14  commend Whoopi Goldberg for closing the ceremony by

         15  thanking our very own NYPD, New York Fire

         16  Department, EMS and uniformed services. I thought

         17  that was a very touching and very respectful move,

         18  and I thank the Academy Awards for that.

         19                 I also echo sentiments of Minority

         20  Leader Oddo. I urge my colleagues to sign on,

         21  aluminum bats are not the way to go for our

         22  children.

         23                 Finally, once again I wanted to thank

         24  the Tuskegee Airmen, the brave souls who fought so

         25  hard and so well to protect all of us, who without
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          2  them we might all be living under fascism or dead,

          3  for that matter. I think we love them and wish them

          4  many more years of good health. We lost too many of

          5  them already. And I thank them for coming and

          6  honoring our Chambers. Thank you very much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9                 Council Member Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam

         11  Advocate, I sit here and I hear quite a number of

         12  Council members speak about Intro. 101, but it would

         13  be very bad for me to sit here and say nothing about

         14  this. Although, we are glad to introduce legislation

         15  to protect our children, and, however, we have to be

         16  prudent and not to be shortsighted, at present it is

         17  difficult for a small home-owner to get insurance

         18  for his property because of the lead paint laws.

         19                 We have to be careful that we are not

         20  opening a pandoras box with this litigation,

         21  considering that there is no insurance provision,

         22  and leaving these home-owners to the wolves, thus

         23  destroying our housing stock.

         24                 I would urge that we consider this

         25  bill in the sense that we must have some sort of
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          2  insurance provision before we can even enact this.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council Member.

          6                 Mr. Speaker, would you be our last

          7  speaker?

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

          9  Public Advocate.

         10                 I'd like to make just a few comments

         11  for my colleagues. First, just to remind them that

         12  March 28th is the date and the deadline for getting

         13  written comments into the Finance Division for

         14  inclusion in the Council's budget response for

         15  consideration for inclusion in the Council's budget

         16  response, so please get your written comments into

         17  the Finance Division by March 28th.

         18                 The second thing is that I'd like to

         19  wish everyone a very happy holiday.  As we approach

         20  the holidays, I wish everyone happy holidays. And

         21  finally, I would like to note that our good friend

         22  and colleague, Mike Nelson's wife is going in for

         23  surgery tomorrow, and I just wanted to let all my

         24  colleagues know that and say that certainly for my

         25  part, I know that for all my colleagues, our
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          2  thoughts and prayers are with you and your family,

          3  Mike. And with that I adjourn the meeting, or I

          4  suggest that you adjourn the meeting.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Mr. Speaker. I adjourn the meeting.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 3:25 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 25th day of March 2002.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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