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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          3  Boyland.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          5  Mr. Speaker.

          6                 Today is a very special day that I

          7  stand before my colleagues in the City Council and

          8  New York to honor a great woman. She is the newly

          9  appointed Deputy Borough President of the great

         10  Borough of Brooklyn. She is here today, Miss Yvonne

         11  Graham. Ms. Graham, can you come forward.

         12                 For several years Ms. Graham has been

         13  providing comprehensive, cultural sensitive health

         14  care, immigration and social supportive services to

         15  the people in need.

         16                 As the founder of the former

         17  Executive Director of the Caribbean Women's Health

         18  Association, Ms. Graham earned her bachelor's degree

         19  in health administration and community health at St.

         20  Joseph's College, a master's degree in public health

         21  from Hunter College, and graduated from Columbia

         22  University's program and business administration.

         23                 Ms. Graham has been the recipient of

         24  many awards and served on a number of boards,

         25  including the Mayor's Committee on Immigration, the
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          2  New York City HIV Planning Council and the Mayor's

          3  Commission on the Status of Women, which is very

          4  befitting because this is Black History Month and

          5  we're moving forward to Women's History Month.

          6                 As the Women's History Month began,

          7  we need to recognize Ms. Graham for her

          8  achievements, so that every person, women in

          9  particular, can fulfill their greatest potential and

         10  become the very best they are.

         11                 I would ask my colleagues to join me

         12  in welcoming and honoring Miss Yvonne Graham, the

         13  Deputy Borough President of the great Borough of

         14  Brooklyn.

         15                 MS. GRAHAM: Thank you so very much,

         16  Council Member Boyland. It is an honor for me to

         17  accept this award on the occasion of Black History

         18  Month.

         19                 As the newly appointed Deputy Borough

         20  President of Brooklyn, one of my priorities is to

         21  draw on my health care background, to work in close

         22  partnership with City Council members on initiatives

         23  that will serve to increase access to health care,

         24  to improve the quality of health care services and

         25  to reduce health disparities in Brooklyn's most
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          2  vulnerable populations, the elderly, the poor, the

          3  frail, women, children and immigrants.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          7  Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: If I could

          9  have everybody's attention for a moment, please, I

         10  would appreciate it.

         11                 We want the coaches. These are the

         12  coaches of the Moe Better Jaguars, they are a midget

         13  football team in our community in East New York,

         14  Brooklyn, and we're very, very proud to say that

         15  they won the National Football League Championship,

         16  and it's Pop Warner League. So, if you can give them

         17  a big hand-clap for winning the Pop Warner National.

         18                 We have this proclamation, the

         19  Speaker and myself are honoring them today. This is

         20  indeed a tremendous honor, the Moe Better Jaguar

         21  Program is not only about athletics, but it's also

         22  about academics, and they put great pressure on the

         23  children to be academically sound.

         24                 And we also want to acknowledge

         25  Reverend Herbert Daltry, who has been a very, very
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          2  motivating factor behind the team, and a great

          3  leader in New York City.

          4                 So, I'm just going to have them state

          5  their names real quick, and then we'll read it in

          6  the record.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          8  of New York, Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is proud and pleased to recognize the

         11  Midget Team of the Moe Better Jaguars Football,

         12  Incorporated recently crowned the 2001 Pop Warner

         13  Little Scholars National Division 2 Superbowl

         14  Champions for their commitment to excellence,

         15  achievement, and the love of a sport; and

         16                 Whereas: In the year 2001 the players

         17  of the Midget Team of the Moe Better Jaguars

         18  Football Incorporated distinguish themselves with

         19  their sportsmanship skill and commitment to the

         20  game; and

         21                 Whereas: It was through this

         22  dedication and intensive efforts that the team went

         23  undefeated through its regular season and went on to

         24  win the Eastern Regional Championships and win a

         25  spot in the National Championship Superbowl, the
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          2  football equivalence of the Little League World

          3  Series; and

          4                 Whereas: Defeating the Capitol City

          5  Steelers. The Moe Better Jaguars won the national

          6  title for that division, reflecting the tremendous

          7  efforts and skills they brought to the tournament;

          8  and

          9                 Whereas: The victory of the Moe

         10  Better Jaguars Midget team reflects the success of

         11  the Moe Better Jaguar Program which has fostered

         12  academics, excellence, advance the teams in numerous

         13  divisional championships on the regional and

         14  national level; now, therefore,

         15                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         16  City of New York honors the Moe Better Jaguars

         17  Midget Team for its victory in the Pop Warner Little

         18  Scholars National Division to Super Bowl, signed

         19  this day of February 27th of the Year 2002, A.

         20  Gifford Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council;

         21  Charles Barron, Council Member, 42nd District,

         22  Brooklyn.

         23                 Mr. Speaker.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         25  much.
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          2                 Introduce yourself.

          3                 MR. LAGRIE: I'm Chris Lagrie,

          4  Director and Founder and Head Coach.

          5                 MR. DALTRY: I'm Herb Daltry,

          6  President.

          7                 MR. BROWN: Coach Brown.

          8                 MR. LAGRY: Coach Jeffrey LaGry,

          9  Defensive Coordinator.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, all.

         11  Congratulations, everyone.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         13  clerk read the roll call, please.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Present.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Present.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         21  quorum.

         22                 Please rise for today's invocation

         23  given by Rabbi Jonathan Glass of the Civic Center

         24  Synagogue.

         25                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you.
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          2                 Men and women of the City Council,

          3  yesterday the festive holiday Purim was celebrated

          4  during which we read the Book of Ester. In it is

          5  contained the evil plot of Hamon to exterminate a

          6  people that is "diverse and spread about the land."

          7  We celebrating the foiling of this plot even to the

          8  present day. Let us celebrate the privilege of

          9  living in a land dedicated to the tolerance of

         10  diversity and let our City Council renew its

         11  commitment to the responsibility of preserving this

         12  tolerance, and let us say amen.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I move to

         16  spread the invocation in full upon the record.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So moved.

         18                 Adoption of the minutes.

         19                 Council Member Gerson, Adoption of

         20  the Minutes.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Okay, I do

         22  move that the invocation -- I move that the minuted,

         23  I was so taken with the invocation by Rabbi Glass --

         24  the minutes of the Stated Meeting of January 16th be

         25  adopted as printed.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So moved.

          3                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 37,

          5  communication from the Mayor. Submitting the

          6  Financial Plan Summary Book.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 38.

          9  Preliminary Expense Budget.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 39. Contract

         12  budget report.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Referred to the

         14  Committee on Finance.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 40.

         16  Geographic report for Expense Budget.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 41.

         19  Departmental Estimate Report.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 42.

         22  Preliminary Capital Budget.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 43. Capital

         25  commitment plan.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          4  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 44.

          6  Communication from the Public Advocate. Submitting

          7  the name of Karen Phillips, appointment, City

          8  Planning Commission.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Referred to the

         10  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 45.

         12  Communication from HRA, quarterly report.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         14  printed and filed.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 46.

         16  Communication from the Department of Homeless

         17  Services, fourth quarter report.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         19  printed and filed.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 47,

         21  communication from the Department of Housing

         22  Preservation and Development.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         24  printed and filed.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions
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          2  and communications.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          5  Call-Ups.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 48. By

          7  Council Member Quinn. Application number 20015446

          8  TCM.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this time I would

         10  request that there be a roll call vote on all Land

         11  Use Call-Ups.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call,

         13  please.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Se' entoros

         12  (phonetic).

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

          3  And, excuse me, Madam Advocate, with your permission

          4  and the unanimous consent of my colleagues, I'd like

          5  to vote aye on all coupled matters and be excused. I

          6  have a family health emergency I must tend to.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No

          8  objections? So moved.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The count is

          7  49 to zero.

          8                 The item is referred to Land Use.

          9                 Communication from the Speaker.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just would refer my

         11  colleagues to make sure they are aware of the

         12  extensive committee schedule which is planned for

         13  the next couple of weeks and remind everyone that

         14  Committee hearings on the budget begin on Monday

         15  March 11th, and there will be a serious and perhaps

         16  grueling exercise of committee hearings going

         17  forward, beginning on March 11th, in which we'll go

         18  through every item of the Mayor's proposed budget

         19  and I would certainly just once again urge everyone

         20  to make sure that they are fully aware of the items

         21  that are on the agenda for the committee hearings as

         22  we go forward.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         24  of General Orders.

         25                 Anybody want to speak? How unusual.
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          2                 Report of Special Committees.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          5  Standing Committees.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Land Use.

          8                 LU 70 and companion Reso 76.

          9  Landmark, non-ULURP No. 20025100 HKM, Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         11  general order.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 71 and

         13  companion Reso 77. Landmark, non-ULURP Number

         14  20025099 HKM, Manhattan.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  general order.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 72 and

         18  companion Reso 78. Landmark, Non-ULURP Number

         19  20025098 HKM, Manhattan.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 73 and

         23  companion Reso 79. Landmark, non-ULURP Number

         24  20025097 HKK, Brooklyn.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General
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          2  Order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 75 and

          4  companion Reso 80. ULURP, Application Number 010116

          5  ZMQ, Queens.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          7  order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 79 and

          9  companion Reso 81, ULRUP Application Number 010471

         10  ZMX, Bronx.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         12  order.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 80 and

         14  companion Reso 82, ULURP Application Number 0107472

         15  ZSX, Bronx.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         17  Order.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 81 and

         19  companion Reso 83, ULURP Application Number 010473

         20  ZSX, Bronx.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Coupled on

         22  General Order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 82 and

         24  companion Reso 84. Zoning Resolution Application

         25  Number 020062 ZRM, Manhattan.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          3  order.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 83 and

          5  companion Reso 85, ULURP Application Number 020063

          6  ZSM, Manhattan.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          8  order.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 84 and

         10  companion Reso 86. ULURP Application Number 020064

         11  ZSM, Manhattan.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         13  order.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 85 and

         15  companion Reso 87. ULURP Application Number 020065

         16  ZSM, Manhattan.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 86 and

         20  companion Reso 88. ULURP Application No. 010651 ZMM,

         21  Manhattan.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         23  order.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         25  Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 69 and

          3  companion Reso 89. ULURP Application Number 020032

          4  ZSM, Manhattan.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          6  order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          8  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         10  order.

         11                 At this point I would ask for a roll

         12  call on all items coupled on the General Order

         13  Calendar.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Se'.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye on all.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: These

         25  matters are adopted by a vote of 49 to zero.
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          2                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I ask

          4  that all matters be referred to the Committees on

          5  which the agenda says that they should be referred

          6  to, with the exception of the following three

          7  resolutions:

          8                 Resolution 56, by Council Member

          9  Boyland.

         10                 Resolution recognizing the month of

         11  March 2002 as Women's History Month and encouraging

         12  all New Yorkers to observe this occasion with

         13  appropriate ceremonies and activities.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         15  Mr. Speaker.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Boyland. Sorry.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         19  Mr. Speaker.

         20                 We're hoping that this month can

         21  bring forth a lot of recognition in terms of

         22  commemoration of women and their historical

         23  achievements. There will be an event on March 20th

         24  that has been put into everyone's mailbox that they

         25  would move forward quickly on that and nominate a
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          2  key woman in their area to bring forth, as the

          3  Speaker and I would love to have them come to City

          4  Hall and acknowledge their presence.

          5                 The great contributions to the nation

          6  and the City that women have done will be marked and

          7  at some point in time we hope that we will move

          8  forward and do a lot of positive things in terms of

          9  having our Public Advocate, having our Senator and

         10  having our Borough Presidents, as we have two female

         11  Borough Presidents come forward to honor us.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 I waive the meeting into immediate

         14  consideration. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The sponsor

         16  has asked for immediate consideration and waive the

         17  reading.

         18                 Are there any objections?

         19                 Hearing none, all in favor say aye.

         20                 All opposed say nay.

         21                 The resolution is adopted.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: The second item for

         23  immediate consideration, Resolution 71, by Council

         24  Member Reyna.

         25                 Resolution declaring February
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          2  Dominican Heritage Month, celebrating Dominican

          3  Heritage and Culture and recognizing the

          4  contributions of Dominican Americans to the City of

          5  New York.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I request --

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I'm sorry,

         10  Public Advocate.

         11                 I request to waive the reading and

         12  request for immediate consideration.

         13                 I would just like to take an

         14  opportunity to call upon my colleagues, first of

         15  all, to thank all of you for having celebrated

         16  together with all Dominicans throughout the City of

         17  New York yesterday, with us, myself and Council

         18  Member Martinez, we were very delighted to have your

         19  presence, your commitment to us, and we hope it

         20  continues.

         21                 I know that we enjoyed ourselves

         22  yesterday, and we actually got these walls to shake

         23  with us while dancing merenge, we hope to do that

         24  very soon. But it's beautiful to see that we are

         25  well represented in this Chamber by not only one but
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          2  two for the next, hopefully, what I find to see

          3  eight years. Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The sponsor

          5  has asked for immediate consideration and waive the

          6  reading.

          7                 Any objections?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Madam Chair,

          9  can I explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Who is that?

         11  I can't see you.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: No.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No.

         14                 Hearing none, all in favor?

         15                 All opposed?

         16                 The resolution is adopted.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: The final item for

         18  immediate consideration is Resolution 72 by Council

         19  Member Rivera, a resolution in support of President

         20  George W. Bush's pledge to utilize the full

         21  resources of the United States Government to

         22  apprehend and bring to justice those responsible for

         23  the kidnapping and murder of Wall Street Journal

         24  Reporter Daniel Pearl.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I would like
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          2  to ask for immediate consideration on this

          3  resolution? If there are no objections.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The sponsor

          5  has asked for immediate consideration and waive the

          6  reading.

          7                 Any objections?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Yes.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Barron

         10  objects.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Yes. My

         12  objection on that certainly is not to have the --

         13  certainly concern that the apprehension takes place,

         14  but I think we have to be very, very careful when we

         15  are talking about giving the President full --

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry,

         17  Council Member Barron, there is no discussion.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: All right, I

         19  object.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Your

         21  objection is so noted.

         22                 Referred to Committee. Sorry, we'll

         23  get this one day.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Barron?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Yes. After

          4  speaking to the sponsor of the bill, Majority Leader

          5  Rivera, he took into my consideration, he

          6  understands that we will be certain, and my concern

          7  was that the Administration, we're not saying we

          8  agree with the Administration having carte blanche

          9  to do anything to apprehend International criminals

         10  or terrorists as they like to phrase it. So, after

         11  speaking to Council Member Rivera, and then

         12  understanding that this resolution doesn't mean that

         13  they would support, that the City Council is

         14  supporting anything that's calling for a

         15  continuation of bombings in other countries, I

         16  withdraw my objections.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council Member.

         19                 All in favor?

         20                 Opposed?

         21                 The motion is adopted.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, if I could ask that Council Member

         24  Gennaro, who was not in the room earlier, be

         25  recognized in order to have his vote recorded on
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          2  items that we referred to earlier.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  member Gennaro.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I vote aye.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Monserrate. Where is he? I just saw him.

          8                 Council Member Monserrate? I swear I

          9  just saw him.

         10                 The vote is now 50 in the

         11  affirmative, none in the negative.

         12                 General Discussion.

         13                 Council Member Golden.

         14                 .

         15                 Excuse me, Speaker Miller.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Just very briefly, I

         17  wanted people to know that the reason that Council

         18  Member Monserrate is -- I'm informed that the reason

         19  that Council Member Monserrate is not with us today

         20  is that he had a family member that passed away

         21  today. So, unfortunately that is the reason he has

         22  at least been delayed and may not be able to make it

         23  to the meeting at all. So, I just wanted people to

         24  know that he is not here for a family emergency.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Councilman
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          2  Golden.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you,

          4  Madam President.

          5                 Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, members

          6  of the City Council, I rise today to introduce three

          7  pieces -- four pieces of legislation, which I plan

          8  to speak on three, and I ask for your strong

          9  consideration and support, as well.

         10                 The bills I will be introducing would

         11  seek to amend the Administrative Code of the City of

         12  New York in relation to displaying of a POW MIA

         13  flag.

         14                 Intro. 325 will require that the City

         15  of New York display a POW MIA flag over all public

         16  property until such time as all persons listed as

         17  missing in action from any branch in the United

         18  States Armed Forces who are listed as prisoners of

         19  wars are accounted for by the United States

         20  government.

         21                 The second bill I am introducing

         22  would seek to amend the Administrative Code of the

         23  City of New York to mandate the presence of the

         24  American Flag --

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,
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          2  please.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: -- In every

          4  parade held within the City, prominently displayed

          5  at the front of each parade throughout the City of

          6  New York. Intro. 850 is needed now more than ever

          7  following the events of September 11th.

          8                 We need to have the flag at the

          9  forefront and remind those gathered to watch --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please be

         11  quiet while your colleague is speaking.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: -- Gathered to

         13  watch or to participate that before anything else we

         14  are Americans.

         15                 This is legislation that should

         16  already be on the books, honoring our missing

         17  military personnel, and honoring our nation.

         18                 Francis Scott Key wrote in the Star

         19  Spangled Banner, "... Gave proof through the night

         20  that our flag was still there."

         21                 At Iwo Jima, at the World Trade

         22  Center, our flag was there. For the men who fought

         23  against Hitler, our flag was there. For the men who

         24  fought against Hussain, our flag was still there.

         25  For the men and women overseas now fighting against
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          2  terrorism, our flag was still there.

          3                 My colleagues, I ask you to join me

          4  in passing this legislation to ensure that our flag,

          5  the symbol of our nation's life, is there at the

          6  start of each and every parade held in the City of

          7  New York.

          8                 Following the events of September

          9  11th, we need to proudly display our support for our

         10  troops for our nation. We need to waive our red,

         11  white and blue, we need to show our stars and

         12  stripes, we need to be and remain strong, United

         13  Nation.

         14                 I will also be introducing

         15  legislation that would enhance the public safety of

         16  the residents of the City.

         17                 Intro 211 will amend the

         18  Administrative Code in the City of New York in

         19  relation to prohibiting loitering for the purpose of

         20  buying and selling elicit drugs. If passed I hope

         21  that you will join me to see this legislation

         22  through. It would make it unlawful for any person to

         23  loiter in or near the thoroughfare or place that

         24  open to public. This would include, but not limited

         25  to, the streets, the sidewalks, the parks, the
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          2  plazas, the squares --

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Golden, you have exceeded two minutes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: I will be

          6  wrapping it up right now, Madam President.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Further more,

          9  and still further unlawful to loiter within 50 feet

         10  of a licensed drug or school alcohol treatment

         11  facility. As a member of the New York City Council

         12  Public Safety Committee, and as a former New York

         13  City Police Officer, I know that our streets and

         14  public places are the location for much of the drug

         15  sales in our City. We must get drugs off of our

         16  streets and out of our parks.

         17                 As a legislative body, we must come

         18  together and greatly enhance the feeling of security

         19  to all of our residents and our communities, and in

         20  our City on a whole.

         21                 Seniors and children, businessmen and

         22  mothers need not be heckled in a park, on a street

         23  or in a playground or commercial street will be

         24  safer as well.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member, please.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: We know that

          4  the funding of terrorism around this world and in

          5  this City is caused and financed by drug sales, and

          6  many of the crimes that are committed within this

          7  City and cities around this country are committed by

          8  drug sales and are funded by drug sales.

          9                 I thank you for allowing me the grace

         10  of extended time.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council Member, but I would caution all of you,

         14  please, keep your remarks to two minutes. It's not

         15  fair to the rest of the body.

         16                 Thank you, Council Member.

         17                 Council Member Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you very

         19  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I rise today to ask my colleagues to

         21  join Council Member Provenzano, Council Member Quinn

         22  and I in support of Intro. 59. Essentially it takes

         23  us out of the name change game.

         24                 In 1992, the last time this body had

         25  such a great incarnation, when the Board of Estimate
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          2  was ruled unconstitutional and the Council went from

          3  35 members to 51, then Minority Leader and Council

          4  Member from the South Shore of Staten Island Alfred

          5  Cerullo, Freddie Cerullo, introduced this bill.

          6                 Essentially what it does is say let's

          7  take name changes for parks and for streets, which

          8  are very nice things, they mean a whole lot to the

          9  families of the people being honored. I don't

         10  minimize them, I don't try to trivialize them, but

         11  let's take that role and let's give that to the

         12  Community Boards in consultation with the specific

         13  City agency.

         14                 It retains the right of Council

         15  members to call up a particular name change if we

         16  object to it or if there is a problem with it, so it

         17  does not diminish our powers.

         18                 I think that we have to change the

         19  perception of this body, and I think the new blood

         20  of all of the new colleagues has gone a long way in

         21  doing that, but the perception is still out there.

         22  You know, we're often maligned and criticized and

         23  our critics and cynics say we do nothing but name

         24  changes, and that is not true.

         25                 Well, let's take that argument away
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          2  from them. Let's give what once was a luxury for

          3  this body, let's give that to someone else so we can

          4  focus on the necessities. Let's focus on the fiscal

          5  implications of September 11th, let's focus on

          6  complex Land Use matters, let's focus on real meat

          7  and potatos legislative items.

          8                 Again, name changes are wonderful

          9  things, people in our communities who do great

         10  things should be honored, but this body, as we

         11  struggle to become a legitimate legislative body and

         12  a legitimate check on the executive, needs to branch

         13  out. And I ask you for your support and I thank

         14  those members who have signed on already.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council Member.

         17                 Council Member Reed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

         19  President.

         20                 I wanted a couple of things, first of

         21  all to concur with my colleague Jimmy Oddo about it,

         22  having served on the Parks Committee, virtually all

         23  the names that do come forward are worthy of having

         24  names, the streets named after them, it is

         25  remarkable to hear the often unsung contributions
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          2  that people make to our City, the cynics act like

          3  none of us are participating in government and civic

          4  responsibilities, those people are, but I do think

          5  that it is something that would better be left in

          6  the process that Council Member Oddo is proposing.

          7  So, I want to support that.

          8                 I also want to take an opportunity to

          9  applaud Mayor Bloomberg on his appointment of Karen

         10  Phillips to City Planning Commission. Betsy did,

         11  bless her heart. There you go, excuse me, Betsy.

         12  What do we need him for, you're doing all that work.

         13                 She's terrific. Thank you. We work

         14  very well with her up in the upper part of the City

         15  and I think now her contributions Citywide will be

         16  terrific.

         17                 Lastly, I would urge my colleagues to

         18  look at the bill I've introduced along with Council

         19  Member Perkins and others to ask the MTA to regulate

         20  the use of cell phones on public buses. Now, some of

         21  you all haven't been in a public bus in 15 or 20

         22  years, I know that, but it is at least one of the

         23  highest quality of life issues. We introduced this

         24  bill in the last term. I got more people calling me

         25  from around the world about this issue. It is a
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          2  nuisance. We're going to be having these hearings,

          3  and I would urge you to get on board, I'm sure it

          4  will help you in your re-election for those people,

          5  your voters, who ride public transportation.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council Member Reed.

          9                 Council Member Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair, I

         11  rise to ask the City Council to support resolution

         12  55 calling for the City Council to have input and

         13  more control over New York City's Board of

         14  Education.

         15                 We've been having some well-attended

         16  hearings that have been organized by Council Member

         17  Eva Moskowitz, we commend her for those hearings,

         18  but I want to caution us about allowing the Mayor to

         19  control New York City public schools. I think the

         20  schools should be mainly controlled by those who

         21  have the greatest vested interest in them, and

         22  that's the parents, and I think we should fight for

         23  parental empowerment, the restructuring. The City

         24  Council should have a major role in the

         25  restructuring. The State should restructure so that
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          2  the City Council has a voice.

          3                 The five Borough Presidents were on

          4  the City Board of Education because during the Board

          5  of Estimate years they passed a budget.

          6                 We pass the budget. We are the people

          7  who are the closest to the parents in our

          8  communities. There is no other elected official in

          9  the City that works closer to parents and children

         10  than a City Councilperson. So, I want my colleagues

         11  to be aware of what mayoral control means.

         12                 We haven't seen an extensive plan for

         13  improving the quality of education, it's a $12

         14  billion budget, he will have absolute power to

         15  privatize. We've heard testimony from Chicago that

         16  as the Mayoral control over Chicago gave the Mayor

         17  the right to privatize unchecked power, so unless

         18  there is some involvement with the City Council, who

         19  I think deserves a role in the Board of Education, I

         20  think the lives of our children, the education of

         21  our children will continue to be a business deal of

         22  contracts and privatization other than quality

         23  education and parent empowerment. I thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council Member Barron.
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          2                 Council Member Koppell.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you

          4  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 Colleagues, on page five, Resolution

          6  66 goes also to the issues of education which are on

          7  the front pages of the newspaper and sort of on the

          8  front burner, while we discuss changes in governance

          9  at the City level, there is a movement to abolish

         10  community school boards.

         11                 Many of the members here served on

         12  community school boards. I served as the president

         13  of a community school board. I believe that

         14  community school boards serve a very important

         15  function in permitting local groups, individuals,

         16  parents to have some say to complain, to make

         17  criticisms, to be involved in the education of their

         18  children.

         19                 If we abolish local school boards,

         20  that opportunity for democracy to work on a

         21  grassroots level will be gone.

         22                 I think that many people confuse the

         23  City Board of Ed with the local school boards. There

         24  are some who have concerns about local school

         25  boards, and obviously those who want to abolish them
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          2  have that view, but I don't want sort of throwing

          3  out the baby with the bathwater, and if those --

          4  there are many who agree with me who already have

          5  about a dozen co-sponsors, if you agree that local

          6  school boards should continue, I hope you will sign

          7  on as a co-sponsor of resolution 66, I'm happy to

          8  sign anybody on as a co-prime sponsor. We already

          9  have eight, and we have some distinguished members

         10  here who have had a lot of experience with

         11  education. I note particularly, not to say that

         12  others aren't important, my good colleague Al Vann,

         13  who has been involved in education from the very

         14  beginning of his career, and I would urge as many as

         15  possible to go on, because I don't want the press,

         16  which has been writing about local school boards

         17  having no support to continue to believe that.

         18                 So, I hope you get many sponsors. If

         19  you agree with me, please sign up. Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council Member.

         22                 Council Member Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I would like

         24  to rise and ask for support of my resolution, which

         25  is on page eight, Resolution 74, and I'd welcome
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          2  co-sponsors. I've got Council Member Liu as a

          3  co-prime on it, and it's basically a resolution

          4  urging the Mayor to revoke that aspect of his

          5  emergency order which is renewed every five days

          6  post-September 11th to reveal the SOV ban, which is

          7  basically prohibiting cars, single occupancy cars,

          8  from coming into the Borough of Manhattan between

          9  the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. from any of

         10  the crossings below 60th Street. And, clearly,

         11  there's been a financial study done by the Appleseed

         12  Company, and a transportation study done by Sam

         13  Schwartz, which shows that New York City is losing

         14  on an annual basis $230 million in revenue, that can

         15  be obtained right now, that we can collect in sales

         16  tax revenue, in parking garage fees, as well as

         17  additional tow revenue, and clearly that is money we

         18  cannot afford to forego in our current budget crisis

         19  of $4.8 billion or $4.7 billion. So, I urge all my

         20  colleagues to join with me in supporting that

         21  resolution, and also sending the wrong message to

         22  people in Queens, Brooklyn and Staten Island in

         23  particular, the Mayor is saying on one hand that

         24  we're open for business after September 11th, that

         25  we want to encourage people to go to shows, to the
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          2  theater, to partake in restaurants in Manhattan, at

          3  the same time we have this emergency ban which is

          4  discouraging my constituents as well as residents of

          5  Brooklyn and Queens and Staten Island from coming

          6  into the Borough of Manhattan, even during those

          7  hours where the ban is not in effect, because of the

          8  confusion factor and the wrong message it's sending.

          9                 So, I urge everyone to join with me

         10  in supporting Resolution 74 on page eight of your

         11  agenda.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council Member.

         15                 Council Member Quinn.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

         17                 I just wanted to draw people's

         18  attention to two invitations which are on your desk,

         19  you also received them in your box and probably by

         20  fax.

         21                 On Monday, from 1:00 to 3:00 at 250

         22  Broadway on the 16th floor, as the Chair of the

         23  Health Committee I am sponsoring a briefing which

         24  will be conducted by the Commission on the Public

         25  Health System of New York. You might know Judy
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          2  Wessler, she is the head of that group.

          3                 They issued a report last year called

          4   "Sinking To The Bottom Line," which details how the

          5  public health and hospitals system has deteriorated

          6  in the City and makes proposals for structural and

          7  other financing changes that they believed would

          8  help the hospital system.

          9                 I would encourage as many members and

         10  staff to come to this briefing, particularly since

         11  it precedes the upcoming budget hearing on the

         12  Health and Hospitals Corporation.

         13                 Also, next Wednesday from 9:00 to

         14  11:00 Speaker Miller and I are hosting a breakfast

         15  presentation and discussion with the Community

         16  Service Society of New York. Then Speaker Peter

         17  Vallone set up a program called New York City's

         18  Managed Care Consumer Assistance Program, which

         19  Community Service Society oversees.

         20                 The MCAP Program is a program where

         21  groups in all of our districts, or many of our

         22  districts, get funding to help our constituents sign

         23  up and enroll in Medicaid and other insurance

         24  programs that they may qualify for.

         25                 The purpose of the breakfast is to
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          2  make sure that Council Members are acquainted with

          3  the MCAP program and that our offices are using them

          4  as a referral to assist our constituents (1) since

          5  they're effective, and (2) since they are something

          6  that we created.

          7                 So, I would urge Council members and

          8  their staff to come to that to make sure we

          9  effectively utilizing these very terrific programs.

         10                 Thank you. And I also want to thank

         11  Judith MacFarlane and Corey Green, who are doing the

         12  lion's share of the work, setting up these two

         13  briefings and this breakfast. Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council Member.

         16                 Council Member Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         18  Public Advocate.

         19                 I just want to point out to Intro.

         20  67, the resolution which I'm presenting in support

         21  of the State Albany bill which will exempt CUNY

         22  students, undocumented CUNY students from having to

         23  pay foreign student fees, and I ask the support of

         24  my colleagues on this resolution, since this will

         25  bring hardship on many undocumented students who
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          2  attend CUNY, and we want to keep the open door

          3  policy of CUNY, not just to certain groups, but to

          4  all groups, including undocumented immigrants.

          5                 I also want to speak in support of my

          6  colleague Diana Reyna's resolution which declares

          7  this month as Dominican Heritage Month.

          8                 As you know, we in the Dominican

          9  community are celebrating 158 years of independence

         10  and it is an important event for our community, and

         11  I also want to thank Council Speaker Miller and my

         12  colleagues here for joining us in the celebration

         13  here at this Council Chamber of the Dominican

         14  independence.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council Member.

         18                 Council Member Serrano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I also rise in support of Council

         22  Member Martinez' Resolution 67. It's inherently

         23  unfair that immigrants who are looking to seek a

         24  better life in the United States should have to pay

         25  more tuition than anyone else.
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          2                 It makes sense, when you think about

          3  most immigrants who come here do not have the amount

          4  of disposable income to pay twice as much for CUNY

          5  tuition. So, it's imperative that we understand that

          6  these students need to have the same CUNY rate that

          7  normal students are paying, and I ask that my

          8  colleagues here in the Council join me in supporting

          9  this resolution number 67.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council Member.

         12                 Council Member.

         13                 Council Member Jennings.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I rise this afternoon to ask my

         17  Council Members to support Resolution Number 65 that

         18  I've introduced and also to ask the public for their

         19  support.

         20                 As you know, that we're facing one of

         21  the most serious budget deficit gaps in the history

         22  of the City of New York, and particularly in light

         23  of what happened September 11th, we are in big

         24  trouble.

         25                 This year we have a $4.8 billion
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          2  budget gap, next year a $5.2 billion budget gap, the

          3  year after $5.6 billion budget gap, and we need to

          4  do everything we can to close this gap and

          5  particularly looking at alternatives in regards of

          6  raising revenue.

          7                 The Mayor last week at his budget

          8  conference suggested that the City of New York raise

          9  cigarette taxes from eight cents to $1.50. I believe

         10  that this much increase in cigarette tax is

         11  excessive and will probably cause people to leave

         12  New York City and go to New Jersey to buy cigarettes

         13  and probably create a new market or a black market.

         14                 As an alternative, I have introduced

         15  some place, you could say a middle of the road tax,

         16  with regard to cigarettes, raising taxes on

         17  cigarettes from eight cents to seventy-five cents

         18  this would garnish the City an extra $173 million in

         19  revenue.

         20                 Also in this resolution I'm asking

         21  for the Governor and the State Legislature to give

         22  New York City permission to raise taxes on alcohol.

         23  There which is currently at three cents a liter to

         24  five cents a liter, hard liquor which is at 26 cents

         25  a liter to 65 cents a liter, and wine, which New
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          2  York City currently does not tax, to four cents.

          3  This would bring New York City a total of $32

          4  million. All together between a cigarette tax and

          5  the alcohol tax is a total of $205 million that we

          6  can use to help close this budget gap. This is a

          7  great alternative with regards to raising other

          8  taxes, particularly this is a what you consider a

          9  syntax (phonetic), and considering the fact what the

         10  health impact of smoking cigarettes and drinking

         11  alcohol does to our society, this is a small pocket

         12  change to ask the voters to contribute to the City

         13  coffers to help us close this budget gap. Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         15                 Council Member Diaz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you.

         17                 I'm going to speak regarding

         18  resolution, Introduction 59 by Council Member Oddo.

         19                 Since I got elected, I became a City

         20  Councilperson, I have introduced nine resolutions

         21  and introductions dealing with the fiscal crisis of

         22  the City, dealing with education, dealing with many

         23  changes, and two of them deal with name changing.

         24  One is to change the name of Amadou Diallo, the

         25  person that got killed, the 41 shots in the Bronx,
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          2  and the other deals with the changing of a hero

          3  fireman by the name Steve Macado (phonetic) in the

          4  Bronx.

          5                 I want everybody to know that people

          6  are saying that we came here, the people are

          7  thinking who are afraid that we will be criticized,

          8  saying that we only came to do name changes.

          9                 Ladies and gentlemen, ladies and

         10  gentlemen I am not afraid of people criticizing me

         11  by trying to change the name of the street to Amadou

         12  Diallo, and the other for Steve Macado.  Any

         13  criticism, any criticism on those two name changing

         14  I will take as a badge of honor.

         15                 I don't care if people say that I

         16  came here only to change street names. Steve Macado

         17  is a hero fireman that gave his life trying to save

         18  all, and Amadou Diallo was something that should

         19  never happen again in the City of New York. And to

         20  take the power away from us, because people are

         21  going to say that we only do name changing, I ask

         22  for everybody here to reject that introduction,

         23  because we are -- at least I am very proud, very

         24  proud to come here and say I want you to help me

         25  change one name for Steve Macado and the other for
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          2  Amadou Diallo.

          3                 And the other introduction that I

          4  would like to talk about is Introduction Number --

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Two minutes.

          6  Time to stop.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Resolution

          8  Number 66 by Koppell, talking about school boards.

          9                 School boards, local school boards

         10  were proven by Irwin Stansik (phonetic) that they

         11  are a net of corruption, political patronage, and

         12  political stepping stone for some people, while our

         13  children in my community are left behind. It is a

         14  shame that we're talking about keeping the status

         15  quo when our children are the ones that are getting,

         16  you know, the end of the stick.

         17                 So, ladies and gentlemen, I am

         18  opposing both resolutions. And Mr. Oddo, I'm very

         19  proud to come here and say I only do changes for

         20  Amadou Diallo and for Steve Macado, I've got no

         21  problem with those two.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council Member.

         24                 May I ask you to please to limit your

         25  comments to two minutes in consideration of all the
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          2  people that want to speak.

          3                 Council Member Davis.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

          5  Madam Chairwoman.

          6                 March, the Women's Month, we

          7  celebrate. But this being February 27th, the last

          8  day, or the day before the end of Black History

          9  Month, I spoke today at the Veterans Hospital in

         10  Brooklyn, New York, and I spoke to military

         11  veterans, who gave their lives or put their lives on

         12  the line for our community. I would like to take

         13  note of Chris Bosatics (phonetic), a person who died

         14  for this country, an African-American. But I want to

         15  say for Black History Month, Black History Month is

         16  not just about African Americans, Harriet Tubman,

         17  Black History Month is also about Crusaders,

         18  abolitionists. Black History Month is about white

         19  persons who gave and put their lives on the line as

         20  well. Black History Month is about John Brown, Black

         21  History Month is about William Lloyd Garrison. Black

         22  History Month is about individuals who fought in the

         23  civil war white individuals to end slavery as well.

         24  So, Black History Month is about a time of black and

         25  white, Jew and gentile, Protestant, Catholic coming
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          2  together to say we celebrate African American

          3  History.

          4                 Today we join with Local 1180, 32BJ

          5  and the Working Families Party, to say to the Mayor

          6  we will not allow you to balance the budget off of

          7  the backs of the poor. We stand up and speak out for

          8  all victims. We stand up and speak out for our

          9  children.

         10                 The Mayor said there are no sacred

         11  individuals, yet as Councilman Perkins spoke today,

         12  the children are in fact very sacred to us, our

         13  senior citizens are in fact very sacred to us, so we

         14  will stand and protect the rights of all individuals

         15  and make sure that the budget is balanced fairly

         16  across the board.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council Member.

         19                 Council Member Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I wish to have a few words on Intro.

         23  63 and 64. Intro. 63 is legislation that would

         24  provide additional protection to whistle-blowers and

         25  encourage public servants to come forward.
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          2                 It would also define clearly what

          3  exactly is a whistle-blower.

          4                 In Intro. 64, which deals with the

          5  Financial Disclosure Law, this is to bring this law

          6  closer into compliance with the New York State law.

          7  As a matter of fact, the City law goes far and

          8  beyond the New York State law.

          9                 So, I urge everyone to consider this

         10  and when it's time to support it, I think you will

         11  find that it refines and enhances laws that are good

         12  for our public servants and elected officials.

         13                 Intro. 62 defines itself. It is

         14  really a safety issue, and it deals with snow and

         15  cars removing the snow from their roofs. I would

         16  think everybody in this Chamber has been hit by a

         17  block of snow from a van and then it hits your

         18  windshield and you can't see where you're going.

         19                 So, from a safety issue, I encourage

         20  you to support that. So, for 62, 63 and 64, I urge

         21  you to consider that and support it when it's time

         22  to come.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council Member.
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          2                 Council Member Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I rise today to talk about Resolution

          6  64. I've taken liberty of giving all members a copy

          7  of the resolution. I also included a memo that has a

          8  little bit of a fact sheet. It talks about the

          9  closure of the Indian Point Nuclear facility in

         10  Westchester. I believe that this poses a threat to

         11  the citizens of the City of New York and to our

         12  water supply. This is a nuclear facility that's got

         13  the worst safety record in the country. It's near

         14  the greatest population center of any nuclear plant

         15  in the country. It's not only the reactor itself,

         16  but the 1,500 tons of nuclear waste which are stored

         17  in non-secure buildings on site. I think taking a

         18  reactor off line, closing it right now, doing the

         19  proper studies, doing a full assessment of how we

         20  can perhaps bury some of that, spend fewer rods,

         21  perhaps it necessarily has to stay on site because

         22  there is not now a permanent federal repository for

         23  nuclear waste, but certainly we can do a better job

         24  of shielding that from any potential terrorist

         25  attack, so I think we've got to do that. I think

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            64

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  we've got to do a very detailed look at all the

          3  procedures at the plant. The best way to do that is

          4  to shut down the plant until we can be sure that the

          5  citizens of the City of New York, which is only 24

          6  miles south of the plant, and that our water supply

          7  is protected from any potential terrorist attack.

          8                 Many members have come and joined me

          9  on this resolution, I thank you for that. I have

         10  other materials here that I can bring to your

         11  attention to further convince you.

         12                 I also want to recognize Council

         13  Member Reyna's resolution, Reso No. 70 on

         14  Brownfields. I am a strong supporter of that.

         15                 Can I have a little quiet here? What

         16  do you think?

         17                 I would like to support her

         18  resolution, Resolution 70. Certainly we have to do a

         19  lot here on the Council on the issue of brownfields.

         20  Her reso would be part of I guess my brownfields

         21  program in my Committee, we'll have a hearing on

         22  that. So, I urge your support on Resolution Number

         23  64 and Resolution 70. Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council Member.
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          2                 Council Member Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate. I, too, rise to commend Women

          5  History Month, the celebration with my Dominican

          6  brothers and sisters, but I take the moment to speak

          7  in favor of school boards. As a school board member

          8  for close to 12 years, I understand that there have

          9  been both positive and negative things that have

         10  occurred on school boards. But I believe that

         11  parents need a direct representative. I'll give you

         12  a quick story.

         13                 There was an institution that was a

         14  religious institution in my district that we needed

         15  for a school for the longest, and we could not get

         16  this institution. Central Board tried and tried and

         17  failed.

         18                 Finally some school board members

         19  went over there and we found that the real issue was

         20  something that we could resolve, it was worked out

         21  at the school board level. Now there are hundreds of

         22  kids who are attending this facility that would not

         23  have been there before, and that facility, of

         24  course, in district 27.

         25                 This could not have been done without
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          2  school boards. No bureaucrats in 110 Livingston or

          3  the new 110 Livingston will be able to find and do

          4  these things, only school boards could.

          5                 So with that in mind, I stayed well

          6  within my two minutes and I'll, at another moment,

          7  I'll look forward, but some of my colleagues needed

          8  some extra time and I give it to them today.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council Member.

         12                 Council Member Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I just wanted to thank my colleague

         16  Miguel Martinez for pinpointing the main factor as

         17  to why we're celebrating and why I requested

         18  immediate consideration, today is the Independence

         19  Day for the Dominican Republic. And that is why I am

         20  sharing this month with our African-American

         21  brothers and sisters.

         22                 I wanted to just take a special

         23  moment to highlight Resolution 70, and it's calling

         24  upon every member here to take a closer look at what

         25  is left throughout New York City, as far as
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          2  available land is concerned. We are facing an

          3  affordable housing crisis, as most of you know, and

          4  City-owned land has already been developed. We don't

          5  have much left and community-minded development,

          6  such as day care center facilities and open space is

          7  not possible.

          8                 We have to begin to look at most of

          9  our, probably environmental hazardous, unused land,

         10  where we can call upon the state to pass their state

         11  bills, both the Legislature in the Assembly and the

         12  State, so that we're able to build such facilities,

         13  and in the creating of a brownfield site assessment,

         14  acquisition and remediation assistant program would

         15  bring that into New York City.

         16                 This would be able to amend the State

         17  Urban Development Corporation Act, it would provide

         18  special assistance and funds to support assessment,

         19  acquisition, remediation and redevelopment of

         20  brownfield sites.

         21                 Intro. 9203-B would strike a sensible

         22  balance between the need for environmental

         23  remediation and the need for new community-oriented

         24  development, making it affordable to build low- and

         25  moderate-income housing, community facilities and
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          2  open space for all our families.

          3                 This piece of legislation has won the

          4  support of many environmental advocates and

          5  community groups, and for all these reasons I urge

          6  you all to please support Intro. 9203, calling upon

          7  the State Legislature to pass and the Governor to

          8  approve the creation of a brownfield site assessment

          9  acquisition and remediation assistance program.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council member.

         13                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

         15                 First, I want to thank Council Member

         16  Oddo for his very enlightened proposal related to

         17  street naming. I think it will be very helpful to

         18  this body.

         19                 I want to speak about Resolution 57.

         20  I appreciate the support of my colleagues on this

         21  matter. A few days ago the Bloomberg Administration

         22  chose to not take advantage of a federal waiver

         23  related to food stamps, and I want to say that the

         24  Administration took that action without any

         25  consultation with the City Council, which I find
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          2  troubling in and of itself.

          3                 But more importantly, at a time of

          4  economic crisis the Bloomberg Administration has

          5  chosen to reduce its flexibility in the area of food

          6  stamps rather than to increase it.

          7                 The New York Post has an editorial

          8  today, which unfortunately is typically inaccurate,

          9  and suggesting that in some sense the Bloomberg

         10  Administration had to reject the federal waiver to

         11  allow it to continue work requirements for food

         12  stamp recipients. That in fact is false.

         13                 What we're asking today is for the

         14  Bloomberg Administration to quickly reassess the

         15  situation, to accept the federal waiver related to

         16  food stamps, and then to continue with whatever

         17  requirements it would like to have in effect in New

         18  York City.

         19                 The bottom line is this: historically

         20  in New York City that local government has not been

         21  able to always allow for work requirements for

         22  people on public assistance. There are often

         23  literally not enough placements available for people

         24  receiving public assistance.

         25                 Unless the Bloomberg Administration
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          2  accepts this federal waiver, you literally could

          3  have a situation where a potential food stamp

          4  recipient who is willing to work and do a public

          5  service job does not receive a placement from the

          6  City and is therefore unable to get food stamps, and

          7  in a time of economic crisis, a time when we are

          8  having an increased hunger crisis in the City as

          9  well, it's unconscionable not to take this federal

         10  waiver and keep our options open so that we can

         11  ensure that people have food and that our economy is

         12  strengthened by this additional federal funds coming

         13  into our City.

         14                 I remind you, this affects up to

         15  40,000 New Yorkers, and has an impact -- I'm sorry

         16  -- up to 24,000 New Yorkers and has an impact of up

         17  to $40 million in our community.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council Member.

         21                 Council Member Clarke.

         22                 Council Member Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I just wanted to stand in solidarity
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          2  and actually to congratulate Diana Reyna, Council

          3  Member, and Council Member Miguel Martinez,

          4  Dominican Republic Independence. I was able to sit

          5  in for a short time at the celebration yesterday and

          6  it was just wonderful. I want to again congratulate

          7  you on the day of your independence.

          8                 I would also like to support Women's

          9  History Month, the Resolution that has been

         10  submitted by Council Member Tracy Boyland. Women's

         11  History Month is a very important month, and we're

         12  going to make great use of it.

         13                 And, finally, I'd like to stand in

         14  support of Council Member Martinez' Resolution No.

         15  67, which talks about providing an opportunity for

         16  immigrants to this nation to be able to receive the

         17  same rate of tuition at CUNY.

         18                 I find it really ironic that a City

         19  school system at the college level would deny those

         20  who we've already educated at the public school

         21  level, the opportunity to complete their education.

         22  I find it an outrage, and I support whole-heartedly

         23  our ability to work with our Chair, Mr. Barron, to

         24  see what we can do in the Higher Education

         25  Committee, to correct this wrong.
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          2                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          3  Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council Member.

          6                 Council Member McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate. And I join my colleague

          9  Yvette Clarke in wishing congratulations and

         10  heartfelt feelings to all people of Dominican

         11  Heritage in congratulating them as they celebrate

         12  their day of independence.

         13                 Madam Public Advocate, I rise today

         14  to speak in favor of Intro. 56, and to ask everyone

         15  in this room to ask themselves the simple question,

         16  how would you feel if on the way from home from work

         17  today, using mass transit, if you missed one

         18  connection you would have to sit and wait for an

         19  hour? That is the plight that befalls people, if you

         20  try to use the Staten Island Ferry in the nighttime

         21  or on weekends when going to or from work, or coming

         22  home for an event in the City or on Staten Island.

         23                 As it currently stands right now it

         24  is unacceptable that people whose only mass transit

         25  link is the Staten Island Ferry, have to wait up to
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          2  an hour to make that connection, and, therefore,

          3  we've introduced this bill, Intro. 56, which would

          4  require the Department of Transportation, an agency

          5  over which this body has jurisdiction, to add an

          6  extra ferry, one extra boat through the night so

          7  that people going home from work can get home in a

          8  reasonable time, and, therefore, I thank those many

          9  colleagues of mine who signed onto this bill. I

         10  thank my colleagues Jim Oddo and Andrew Lanza, who

         11  co-sponsored it with me from Staten Island, and I

         12  ask any other member here who would like to get on

         13  this bill to do so. It's time that as we stand as a

         14  City and say that we have to use mass transit, we

         15  have to increase ferry service, and at the same time

         16  to turn our backs on the thousands of commuters that

         17  rely on this critical service is wrong and it's time

         18  that we seek to address that wrong, and I hope my

         19  colleagues will join me. Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         21                 Council Member Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 I rise to try to get my colleagues'

         25  attention to two intros and one reso.
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          2                 One is, when properties -- there is

          3  construction going on, we've heard this with kids,

          4  that all of a sudden you see a rat. Well, of course

          5  they're doing construction, you know, down the

          6  street here, and I don't mean to take any thunder

          7  from the leader in this area, by the way, my

          8  colleague Bill Perkins, I'll just take a little bit

          9  of the spotlight in this case, so this would cause

         10  us to have some teeth in being more effective in

         11  going after people who do not take care of the rat

         12  problems before they continue to dig. Okay, that's

         13  one.

         14                 Two. Enforcement and penalties. There

         15  are all too many restaurants who, you may walk down

         16  a street some time and see the sidewalk is kind of

         17  dirty and dark and grease-ridden - this would seek

         18  higher penalties and more enforcement against these

         19  institutions that violate our laws, because right

         20  now the penalties are not high enough, and the

         21  enforcement certainly is not strong enough.

         22                 And if you sign on Reso 68, I have a

         23  unique problem in my area of Sheepshead Bay, it's

         24  the exchange 646, which you know is in Manhattan.

         25  Now, if somebody had not dialed 1 and 646, they're
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          2  going to bother my constituents in the Sheepshead

          3  Bay area, and they get wrong numbers all day long

          4  and sometimes three or four. If it was you getting

          5  those wrong numbers time and time again, you would

          6  be outraged.

          7                 So, I asked you to join in to sign up

          8  on that.

          9                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate,

         10  with one second --

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council Member.

         13                 Council Member Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, I rise to make what I hope is the least

         16  controversial, least substantive and shortest

         17  remarks of the afternoon.

         18                 The Speaker conducted meetings this

         19  morning with the various delegations to brief us on

         20  certain staffing and delegation issues. For those

         21  who were unable to attend the Brooklyn meeting, or

         22  some reason did not receive the invitation,

         23  immediately following the Stated Council Meeting in

         24  the Red Room we'll have a five to ten-minute recap

         25  of what the Speaker told us for the Brooklyn
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          2  Delegation. And I just want to invite all those who

          3  missed to come down.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 Council Member Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I hear from my colleagues about

         11  school boards and people knocking school boards. And

         12  just let me set the record straight, it's that

         13  school boards are needed in the City, they're needed

         14  because they give the parents a voice in the

         15  education of their child, and right away people want

         16  to knock us, but let's set the record straight. The

         17  Chancellor controls the High School Division in New

         18  York City and it's failing our students. That's one

         19  person who controls the high schools in New York

         20  City and they're a disgrace.

         21                 My school district is number one in

         22  the Borough of Brooklyn, number three in the whole

         23  City of New York. The high schools that surround us

         24  are not the top in the City. Why? Because they're

         25  losing our children to other high schools and it's
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          2  because it's the Chancellor who controls the high

          3  schools and it's the Chancellor that's making the

          4  mistakes, and it's not the local school boards.

          5                 The local school boards are not

          6  corrupt, they're not full of patronage and they help

          7  the community. And when I hear this, people should

          8  really look at what's going on.

          9                 Yes, there's a few bad apples, but

         10  it's not every school board in the City of New York,

         11  and a majority of the school boards are excellent

         12  school boards.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council Member.

         16                 Council Member Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Excuse me.

         18  Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 I rise today to ask the support of my

         20  members on three introductions. The first

         21  introduction is Intro. 46, which will amend the

         22  Administrative Code of the City of New York

         23  regarding the repair of leaks occurring in service

         24  pipes dealing with the Department of Environmental

         25  Protection.
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          2                 As you may know, many home-owners in

          3  all parts of the City, and especially in my area of

          4  Queens, which was previously serviced by Jamaica

          5  Water, are being forced to spend comparatively large

          6  sums of money to take care of water pipe break

          7  repairs, especially in my district where the water

          8  pipes tend to be less than ten feet from the street,

          9  and we would have heavy truck traffic and heavy

         10  vehicular traffic. We have major repair breaks which

         11  cost the home-owners anywhere from two to

         12  six-thousand dollars, it has to be repaired within

         13  48 hours. Many home-owners do not have the money or

         14  the wherewithal to come up with that type of income.

         15  We've previously done some legislation and some

         16  member item money to give programs in agencies

         17  opportunities to help these home-owners with

         18  low-cost loans, but this bill would help deal with

         19  some legislation to have other ways to having the

         20  home-owners compensated, and I would ask my fellow

         21  members to sign on with that.

         22                 Quickly, to move on, I would also

         23  like to ask the members to work with the

         24  Administrative Code, Intro. 47, to amend the

         25  Administrative Code of the City of New York relating
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          2  to establishing a computerized database containing

          3  information relating to the storage and handling of

          4  hazardous substances and emergency responses to the

          5  release of hazardous substance.

          6                 This legislation would require the

          7  Commission of Environmental Protection to establish

          8  a database relating to the storage and handling of

          9  hazardous substances and the emergency responses to

         10  release of hazardous substances.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE: Time is up.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Also, Intro.

         13  48. Just one minute. This legislation will require

         14  that any construction contract funded in full or

         15  part by City funds in conjunction with federal

         16  grants, shall have a work force of at least 50

         17  percent bonafide New York City residents.

         18                 Coming from my district, especially,

         19  any time we have a construction project, the

         20  majority of calls I get are, "why don't I see any

         21  local people working on the job?" So, I would ask my

         22  members to sign on on those three intros.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council Member.
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          2                 Council Member Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          4  very much.

          5                 Let me begin first by thanking my

          6  colleagues for joining the Black and Latino Caucus,

          7  and the Speaker in celebrating Langston Hughes and a

          8  Tribute to Black History Month. It was a wonderful

          9  event, it was well attended, and folks had a good

         10  time and very, very highly regarded.

         11                 I also want to take a moment to

         12  extend my congratulations to colleagues Reyna and

         13  Martinez for the wonderful event they had in honor

         14  of the celebration of Dominican independence

         15  (Speaking in Spanish.)

         16                 For those of you who may not have

         17  understood me, happy birthday, for your 158 years of

         18  independence and liberty.

         19                 And let me just also mention one

         20  other quick concern with regard to the hearings that

         21  have been taking place this week on the structure of

         22  the Board of Education. I want to first commend the

         23  Chairwoman and the members of that Committee for

         24  those extraordinary hearings, very important topic

         25  and very well conducted hearings. I just want to
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          2  make it clear our very, very strong concern, and

          3  many of us have, as it relates to mayoral control,

          4  there's a hidden agenda, and the hidden agenda was

          5  revealed during those hearings, and that agenda is

          6  the power, the unilateral power that is given to the

          7  Mayor to privatize schools.

          8                 In other words, with mayoral control,

          9  the Mayor can take the schools and contract with a

         10  private for-profit company like Edison to manage our

         11  public schools, a situation that in the past was

         12  rejected by the people of the City of New York under

         13  the Giuliani Administration, and I don't think that

         14  the people of the City of New York want that again,

         15  especially for our children.

         16                 Last, but not least, there was a

         17  press conference, as many of you know, in which more

         18  than half the membership was in attendance to

         19  discuss alternative ways of raising revenue to

         20  address the budget deficits that we are experiencing

         21  right through here, and I just want to make note of

         22  those changes, because I think it's very important,

         23  that in every venue we represent the need to have

         24  this counter discussion, and there are five

         25  significant alternatives that were suggested to
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          2  raise revenue.

          3                 1) Placing a 10 percent surcharge on

          4  all City income taxes that would net $451 million,

          5  money which could be dedicated entirely to education

          6  spending.

          7                 2) Increase in the City's marginal

          8  tax rate on filers, making over $200,000 a year, by

          9  1 percent move, which would net the City $557

         10  million.

         11                 3) Reinstating just 10 percent of the

         12  stock transfer tax, a tax that was phased out in the

         13  1970s, a half penny tax, or stock transfers, would

         14  bring in $800 million.

         15                 4) Reinstating the commuter tax. We

         16  don't need to go any further on that, we all

         17  understand how important that is.

         18                 And last, but not least, considering

         19  the increase of the Real Property Transfer Tax and

         20  the mortgage recording tax by 10 percent, a

         21  progressive move which will net the City $75

         22  million.

         23                 These are just a few of the many of

         24  ideas that are being discussed as we look at this

         25  budget, look at alternative ways to raising tax, to

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            83

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  raising revenues that might consider tax policy as

          3  well as syntaxes and other kinds of measures that

          4  were proposed by the Mayor, some of which are on

          5  very shaky ground, but nevertheless, we want to open

          6  up the dialogue so that the people of the City of

          7  New York can get the best opportunity to find the

          8  solutions that cause the least harm for the families

          9  and for the children in our City.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         12                 Council Member Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 In regards to Intro 59, in all due

         16  respect to my fellow colleague, James Oddo, with

         17  regards to street naming, since it would come under

         18  the purview of the Parks Committee, I duly expect to

         19  retain that role for that Committee.

         20                 The Committee plans on keeping an

         21  agenda that is going to be very positive and

         22  productive. While we would like to entertaining the

         23  street naming proposals, and we will entertain all,

         24  it is my intention, as Parks Committee Chair, to

         25  entertain more important issue as well, such as the
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          2  lifeguards at our beaches, safety of our parks, and

          3  programs that provide jobs for thousands of families

          4  in this City. These are the important subjects that

          5  this Parks Committee will entertain, as well as the

          6  street naming proposals.

          7                 The way I figure it, the street

          8  naming proposals can be entertained also by not

          9  hampering productive work that that Committee will

         10  do. So, I do want to retain that role. And as I feel

         11  that where our parks properties go, so goes our

         12  communities, it is those issues that are going to be

         13  important to our parks, that those will be

         14  entertained and we will prioritize our issues on

         15  that Committee.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council Member.

         19                 Council Member Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 Regarding the same intro, Intro. 59,

         23  that was introduced by my colleagues Oddo,

         24  Provenzano and Quinn, and with all due respect to my

         25  neighbor, Councilman Diaz, I would like to say that
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          2  I don't think that there's anyone in this room that

          3  believes that the tragedy of Amadou Diallo should be

          4  minimized in any way, and I don't think it should

          5  ever be forgotten in any way, and I don't think that

          6  the Council members who are sponsoring this bill

          7  feel that way, even though I can't speak for you,

          8  but I'm sure that's not so. I think that hurt and

          9  that tragedy should remain in the minds of all New

         10  Yorkers forever.

         11                 But I think the discussion, and I'm

         12  not making the commitment to be a sponsor of that

         13  bill, Council Member Oddo, but I think the

         14  discussion is only as far as making sure that want,

         15  the City Council, they want us to spend more time

         16  and try to save our money doing other things. And

         17  the possibility, I would suggest, maybe is there if

         18  they put the modification that the community boards

         19  have the right to do it but that the City Council

         20  retains it as well, this way we're going to make

         21  everybody happy, I hope.

         22                 And I just wanted to mention, as

         23  well, that I have two young constituents, Dolby

         24  Lieberman and Guyam Wolff (phonetic), who are here

         25  on their day off from Brooklyn, and I would
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          2  encourage my colleagues to have your young

          3  constituents come to the City Council so that they

          4  can go back home and tell their parents that we're

          5  really doing some work here.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9                 Anybody else? That's it.

         10                 Speaker Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

         12  Public Advocate.

         13                 I'd like to adjourn today's meeting

         14  with a moment of silence in honor of Jack Shanahan,

         15  who was a newsman and served for many years in this

         16  City in Room 9. All of us in the City Council were

         17  deeply saddened by his death earlier this month.

         18                 Jack was the consummate professional,

         19  respected both by his colleagues and those he

         20  covered throughout his distinguished career. He was

         21  a great newsman, always on target and always fair.

         22                 On behalf of his many friends at the

         23  City Council, I extend my deepest sympathy and all

         24  of our deepest sympathy to his wife Ann and his

         25  children and the entire Shanahan family. Let's all
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          2  pause and remember jack.

          3                 (Moment of Silence Observed.)

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 3:30 p.m.)
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