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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON PLANNING

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LINARES: Good afternoon.

          3  This is the Subcommittee on Planning, Dispositions

          4  and Concessions. I am Council Member Guillermo

          5  Linares, Chair of the Subcommittee, and present with

          6  us is Council Member Able, Council Member Sabini,

          7  Council Member Carrion is on his way up, and Council

          8  Member Spigner is also honoring us with his presence

          9  this afternoon.

         10                 On today's agenda we have three

         11  related Land Use items, which are 836, 837 and 838,

         12  and they are in Community Board 12 Queens. 836 is

         13  numbers, letter C010018 HUQ, and following that item

         14  we have Land Use 837 also in Queens, and the number

         15  of the Land Use is letter C10019 ZMQ, and the third

         16  item on page 5 is the same community board,

         17  Community Board 12, Land Use 838, Number, Letter

         18  C010020 HAQ, and this particular item relates to 330

         19  units of housing for low-income elderly persons.

         20                 So, these are the three related

         21  items, and seeing no one here to testify, I would

         22  ask the Council Member to speak to the three items.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Well, thank

         24  you, Mr. Chair.

         25                 I am sorry that the sponsors are not
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          2  here so that we could have discussed some of the

          3  concerns, I will get some clarification on the issue

          4  raised by the community board which talks about air

          5  quality monitoring. I don't know what that is. I

          6  don't know if anyone here is in the position to tell

          7  me what air quality monitoring is, but there is

          8  sufficient concern to the community board that they

          9  raised it as well as their concern, so I want to

         10  know if that is going to be made a part of the final

         11  disposition.

         12                 And then there is another issue by

         13  the Borough President at her hearing, it talks about

         14  residents coming from the surrounding community. I

         15  would like maybe to get some clarification on that

         16  so that, you know, I could make an informed decision

         17  reflecting those concerns, or answers to those

         18  concerns.

         19                 So, if there is no one here from the

         20  sponsoring body, maybe HPD could answer the question

         21  or get someone to answer.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON LINARES: At this point I

         23  would like to ask Assistant Commissioner Gardella to

         24  come forward and to the extent that you can provide

         25  us with some explanation and try to respond to the
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          2  questions of the Council member.

          3                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GARDELLA:

          4  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My name is James Gardella,

          5  Assistant Commissioner for Intergovernmental

          6  Affairs, HPD, Department of Housing Preservation and

          7  Development.

          8                 It is my understanding, Deputy

          9  Majority Leader Spigner, to answer your questions,

         10  it is my understanding the community board was

         11  expressing some concern about the nearby presence of

         12  when they discussed air quality monitoring. I think

         13  when they were concerned about the nearby presence

         14  of bus barn facilities --

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: That's right,

         16  that's a real concern.

         17                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GARDELLA: And

         18  the impact upon senior residences.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Or anyone

         20  living, you know, in that proximity to a major

         21  transportation facility. I read daily where the

         22  people in Harlem, around the Chairman's district I

         23  believe, where they are fighting the number of bus

         24  depots in their district, and here we are building a

         25  senior citizen facility right across the street from
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          2  a bus building, you know, sort of a contradiction.

          3                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GARDELLA:

          4  Well, the applications, there are three applications

          5  before you today, one of them is an amendment to the

          6  South Jamaica Urban Renewal Plan, one is a zoning

          7  change to facilitate senior citizen housing on this

          8  site, changing the residential district designation

          9  and changing the manufacturing district to

         10  residential, and the disposition of property for two

         11  of the three buildings.

         12                 These applications did go through the

         13  City's environmental review process. There was a

         14  finding that there was a negative declaration, that

         15  there was no significant environmental impacts from

         16  the juxtaposition of senior citizen residential

         17  housing somewhat proximate to the bus garage.

         18                 I think, however, the sponsors made

         19  some effort to heed these concerns and to heed your

         20  concerns by pushing the bulk, in fact all of the

         21  bulk of the three residential buildings away from

         22  the bus facility and toward Merick Boulevard.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Well, this

         24  building there on the left, right there on your

         25  right, that is right across the street from them. It
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          2  is right there.

          3                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GARDELLA: This

          4  is clearly the most proximate of the three, but if

          5  you notice, this is one building, two buildings,

          6  three buildings, bus facility over here --

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I understand.

          8                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GARDELLA:

          9  Facing the bus facility, curb cut for the parking,

         10  80 parking spaces that are part of this development.

         11  So, I think there was certainly an effort to put all

         12  of the residential bulk away from that facility, and

         13  that effort did result in a negative environmental

         14  declaration indicating that there was no, that there

         15  were no mitigation measures necessary as part of the

         16  development.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: None

         18  whatsoever?

         19                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GARDELLA:

         20  None.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: And then, now

         22  this talks about what aspect of this tenancy; is

         23  this going to be 100 percent senior citizens? Or is

         24  there a homeless component attached to this housing?

         25                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GARDELLA: No,
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          2  the project as proposed is for 330 units of housing

          3  for low-income elderly persons. So, you would have

          4  to be a senior citizen. It is strictly senior

          5  citizen.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Okay. Now, I

          7  haven't seen a layout of the units, but I see the

          8  difference in the rent. Like for a one-bedroom

          9  escalates from, one-bedroom goes, depending on

         10  income, it goes from $285 to $585. For example, in

         11  Building 1 there is 17 one-bedrooms at $285; 38

         12  one-bedrooms at $485; and 55 one-bedrooms at $585.

         13                 Now, is each of the units, does each

         14  of the units have the same square footage? Is it

         15  just a matter of income that distinguishes --

         16                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GARDELLA: It

         17  is determined by income.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you.

         19                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GARDELLA: They

         20  are the same units, it is determined by income.

         21  These buildings are being developed under the

         22  State's Housing Trust Fund Program, and these are

         23  income rent ratios permitted by that program.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: So, they are

         25  going to find based on those numbers the tenancy in
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          2  each category?

          3                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GARDELLA: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Now, you see,

          5  there is one thing about being in office for a long

          6  time, you remember things and you see things. This

          7  property, I can recall when it was cleared. I mean,

          8  we shut down businesses, I mean the Interborough

          9  Carpet Cleaning Company, for one, the Rainbow Bar

         10  and Grill Restaurant, just to name a few, they were

         11  there and they were forced to move out, the land was

         12  cleared, 1970, '71, about that time, for an urban

         13  renewal project, or part of an urban renewal plan.

         14  And this property was to be manufacturing, strictly

         15  manufacturing. All these years it was not marketed

         16  properly. Now, I guess there is enough blame to go

         17  around, but the fact of the matter is, those persons

         18  responsible for it did not market it properly. I

         19  know of several failed attempts to accomplish that.

         20                 Consequently, we sit with a very

         21  desirable piece of land, vacant land, year after

         22  year, and everyone drives by salivating, envisions

         23  different uses, and, so, the housing urgency

         24  emergency is certainly one that cannot be ignored,

         25  but you can't get away from the fact that you are
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          2  putting housing -- I can envision picket lines and

          3  demonstrations week after next. You know, after the

          4  tenants move in, shut down the bus barn, shut down

          5  the bus barn, we can't take these fumes. And there

          6  are fumes, you have got 700, 800 buses in that, some

          7  inside, some outside, and you showed the entrance to

          8  the parking lot on Seventh Avenue, and, you know,

          9  right across from the parking lot is the entrance to

         10  the barn. Yes, right across, that is the entrance.

         11  Have you ever been out there? That's the entrance.

         12  And those buses going in at night, after the rush

         13  hour, are sometimes backed up there two and three

         14  and four, waiting to get in, with their motors

         15  idling and running, and it's going to be a mess.

         16  It's not going to be a happy circumstance.

         17                 But I don't know, with the

         18  understands that the sponsors who have lived in the

         19  district maybe not as long as I have, but they have

         20  lived there long enough to know, and I assume they

         21  are responding to an opportunity and a need, an

         22  opportunity and a need.

         23                 Our fellow Congressman Reverend Floyd

         24  Flake, instrumental in funding and putting this

         25  package together, I wish him well, but I can foresee
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          2  problems. You don't move next to the bus barn or the

          3  City dump, or not an airport, not anticipating what

          4  the consequences are going to be.

          5                 All right, I am done.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON LINARES: Well, we wanted

          7  to afford you that opportunity to raise those

          8  questions and those concerns, and I think that they

          9  are legitimate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: They are

         11  legitimate, but what are you going to do? I just

         12  want the record to be clear, you know, that these

         13  are problems that are on the table as we move in,

         14  these are note unforeseen blips and bumps and twists

         15  and turns, they are clearly on the table. Right

         16  there is a bus barn.

         17                 I am not going to ask you to vote

         18  against it.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Can I just

         20  pose a question to the Chair? Are we on a time clock

         21  on this? And maybe we could get the sponsor in?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I think the

         23  sponsor needs to come in and get on the record and

         24  tell us what they are doing.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON LINARES: I am advised
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          2  that we are on a time clock and we have to act.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Could we get

          4  the sponsor in Thursday morning, before the Land Use

          5  Committee? Would that satisfy the Deputy Majority

          6  Whip?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Yes, that

          8  would.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Could we do

         10  that?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: That would be

         12  helpful.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: And out of

         14  respect, the Deputy Majority Whip is the Chair of

         15  the Queens Delegation, and, you know, I feel a

         16  certain desire to make sure he is happy with things

         17  going on in his district.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: The question

         19  is, have they done all that they can, or all that

         20  needed to be done? I haven't seen the negative

         21  declaration. I don't know, they know the district as

         22  --

         23                 CHAIRPERSON LINARES: I am willing to

         24  take in consideration the recommendation made,

         25  however, I am -- let me recess for a moment so that
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          2  we can speak about this.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Sure.

          4                 (Recess taken.)

          5                 CHAIRPERSON LINARES: All right, we

          6  are now reconvened. We are going to recess the

          7  meeting on these three items and reconvene, we will

          8  reconvene on Thursday at 9:45 in the morning, to

          9  allow the applicant an opportunity to explain and

         10  respond to questions.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I feel that

         12  they would have no difficulty being here and

         13  responding in a way that would be satisfactory to

         14  us.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON LINARES: And given the

         16  concerns that you raised, I think it would be

         17  appropriate to do so.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: And I do this

         19  particularly in light of what is going on in

         20  Manhattan. With all of this Peggy Shepard and --

         21                 CHAIRPERSON LINARES: Point well

         22  taken.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: You know

         24  exactly what I am talking about.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON LINARES: Okay.
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          2                 We are going now to proceed with the

          3  other items in the agenda, and we go to page 7, Land

          4  Use Number 885. Non-ULURP Number 20015075 HAK, of

          5  the TAP program in Community Board 3, Brooklyn,

          6  Council Member Boyland's District. I see no one here

          7  to testify on this item, and I will close the

          8  hearing for 885, and proceed to page 10, Land Use

          9  Number 937, for which I open the hearing. Non-ULURP

         10  Number 20015128 HAK of the NRP program in Community

         11  Board 3, Brooklyn, Council Member Robinson's

         12  district, and I see no one to testify on this item,

         13  I now close the hearing for it, and proceed with a

         14  preconsidered, non-ULURP Number 20015162 HAM, again

         15  the NRP program, in Community Board 10, Manhattan,

         16  Council Member Stanley Michels, and seeing no one

         17  here to testify -- there is someone to testify on

         18  this particular item, preconsidered. They just came

         19  in.

         20                 There is no need to testify on this

         21  particular item, it is a preconsidered in Council

         22  Member Michels', so we are assuming that everything

         23  is okay, and with that I will close this

         24  preconsidered and proceed to another preconsidered,

         25  a non-ULURP Number 20015164 HAK, again the NRP
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          2  program, in Community Board 1 in Brooklyn. This item

          3  is in Council Member Fisher and Robles', and seeing

          4  no one to testify on this preconsidered, I now close

          5  the hearing for it, and proceed to page 12, another

          6  preconsidered, non-ULURP Number 20015166 HAK, of the

          7  Partnership Program in Community Board 6, Brooklyn,

          8  Council Member DiBrienza's district. And seeing no

          9  one to testify on this preconsidered, I will close

         10  the hearing for it and proceed with the last item

         11  which is another preconsidered, non-ULURP Number

         12  20015170 HAX, it is a new foundation program,

         13  Community Board 4 in the Bronx, Council Member

         14  Foster's district, and seeing no one to testify on

         15  this particular item, I now close the hearing for

         16  this preconsidered.

         17                 I would like to ask our attorney to

         18  call the roll, and I would recommend on the items

         19  just heard, a yes vote.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         21  Linares.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON LINARES: I vote yes.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         24  Sabini.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          3  Carrion.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          6  Abel.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

          9  at four in the affirmative, none in the negative,

         10  and no abstentions on the aforementioned items.

         11                 LU 836, 837 and 838 are laid over

         12  until 9:45 on Thursday morning.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON LINARES: And that

         14  concludes the business before the Subcommittee

         15  today, and we are in recess.

         16                 (Hearing recessed at 1:30 p.m.)

         17
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