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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: The Committee on

          3  Land Use, please, come to order.

          4                 Good morning.  We have completed the

          5  business of the Subcommittee at this point, so I

          6  will ask everybody to look at their calendars.

          7                 The first item on the calendar is the

          8  Land Use No. 763-A, which is a franchise authorizing

          9  resolution to permit aerial Tram service over the

         10  East River between Roosevelt Island and the East

         11  Side of Manhattan.  There is a modification that

         12  will be read into the record.  Thank you, Carol

         13  Shine will read the modification into the record.

         14                 MS. SHINE:  The modification is in

         15  Clause #12.  What this modification will do, it will

         16  ban all advertising, it will now read:

         17                 12.  "Advertising upon on the

         18  interior portions of the Stations and the TramWay

         19  shall not be permitted.  Advertising shall be

         20  prohibited upon the exterior of the stations, the

         21  exterior of the TramWay cars, the TramWay and its

         22  appurtenances and any related structure."

         23                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  I believe that

         24  modification is just an extension of what the

         25  regular practice has been, but more specific?
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          2                 MS. SHINE:  Yes.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Thank you.

          4                 The next item is Land Use No. 967,

          5  which is an application by HPD to permit the

          6  disposition of City- owned property known as sites

          7  913- B, 37- A, and 37- B in the Milbank Frawley

          8  Circle East Urban Renewal Area.

          9                 The next item is Land Use 1084, an

         10  application by DCAS for the disposition of 23 City-

         11  owned properties in Brooklyn Community Board, or

         12  rather Community District #5.

         13                 The next items that are coupled

         14  together are Land Use Numbers 1085, 86, 87, and 89,

         15  and they are four Landmarked designations as

         16  follows:

         17                 Engine Company #67 at 514 West 170th

         18  Street, Manhattan.

         19                 The next one is Church for All

         20  Nations located at 417- 419 West 57th Street,

         21  Manhattan.

         22                 The third item is the Suffolk Title

         23  and Guarantee Building at 90- 04 161st Street in

         24  Queens.

         25                 And the fourth is Number 1 Wall
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          2  Street in Manhattan.

          3                 The next items in Queens, Community

          4  Board #3 are Land Use 1090, which is a modification

          5  of a Restrictive Dec in connection with the

          6  development of a hotel and parking garage, located

          7  at 104- 04 Ditmars Boulevard in Queens.

          8                 And finally, if you look at pages 3

          9  and 4, there are several UDAAPs on the agenda in

         10  various areas, and if you will look at those and see

         11  if there are any questions or any clarifications

         12  needed?

         13                 Are there any questions on any of the

         14  items that we have today?  Council Member Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  No, not a

         16  question, I just wanted to mention that one of the

         17  UDAAP items is in my district and I'm very

         18  enthusiastic about it moving forward.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  We want to note

         20  that.  Which one might that be?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  It's a

         22  building on West 53rd Street, it is part of the

         23  Clinton Urban Renewal area, and we're trying to get

         24  as many of the parcels in the Urban Renewal area

         25  committed into programs with groups as possible.  So
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          2  this is yet another, we have only been working on it

          3  for 30 years, so.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Good, very

          5  good.  Any questions, any discussion?  Hearing none,

          6  before I ask the clerk to call the roll, I just want

          7  to remind everybody that we have our budget

          8  hearings, which as soon as the first witness comes,

          9  we will start.  It is scheduled for eleven o'clock,

         10  perhaps, I would like to ask the Sergeant- At- Arms

         11  or one of the staff members to call over to

         12  Landmarks, since we are ready, perhaps they can even

         13  come a few minutes early.  In any case they are

         14  always on time.  So we will start promptly at eleven

         15  o'clock right here in this room.

         16                 Hearing no further discussion on the

         17  agenda today, and again, requesting that you stay

         18  here for the budget hearings, we can call the roll

         19  at this time.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Eisland.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Spigner.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Berman.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN:  Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Wooten.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN:  Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  McCaffrey.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCCAFFREY:  Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Warden.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN:  Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Linares.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES:  Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Sabini.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI:  Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Miller.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER:  Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Carrion.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION:  Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Perkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Quinn.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Pinkett.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT:  Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Abel.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL:  Aye on all.

         24                 (Subsequently, Council Member

         25  Malave-Dilan voted aye on all items, changing vote
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          2  to 15 in the affirmative, none in the negative, with

          3  no abstentions).

          4                 (Recess taken).

          5                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  These are the

          6  budget hearings that come under the jurisdiction of

          7  the Landmarks, or rather the jurisdiction of the

          8  Land Use Committee, and the first grouping is

          9  Landmarks Preservation.  And we have our new

         10  Director here with us, Sharita Paulson, and

         11  certainly, Terry Rosendeutch, who is well known to

         12  all of us at this time.  Do you have a prepared

         13  statement?

         14                 MS. PAULSON:  No, not prepared.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Well welcome,

         16  and would you like to make some general remarks?

         17                 MS. PAULSON:  Yes, I would first of

         18  all like to thank everybody for forbearance since

         19  this is my second full day on the job as Chair of

         20  the Commission, and I want to thank, June, of

         21  course, who, I'm her constituent up in Riverdale,

         22  and Councilman Sabini who has been a wonderful

         23  leader for the Landmarks Committee. And I would like

         24  to just review some of the positives that we have

         25  achieved in the last year.
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          2                 We have designated 22 individual

          3  landmarks so we're well on our way to achieving our

          4  goal of 25.  And of those individual landmarks some

          5  of the most noteworthy are the New York Life

          6  Insurance Building, which most of us thought was

          7  already designated as a landmark, and the New York

          8  Times Building up on 43rd Street.  Also, the

          9  Sheldering (phonetic) House in Staten Island.  We

         10  have also designated one, new historic district in

         11  Queens, the Stockholm Street Historic District,

         12  which I urge everybody to go and take a look at,

         13  it's got wonderful, very beautiful houses and street

         14  scape.  And we're on our way to designating the

         15  North Madison Square Historic District also before

         16  the end of this fiscal year.

         17                 I also want to thank the Council

         18  members who have attended our Landmark Plaque

         19  Ceremonies in the various boroughs, St. George's

         20  Church, Old Parish House and Graveyard in Queens,

         21  the New York Life Insurance Company Building here in

         22  Manhattan, and in the Bronx, the William's Bridge

         23  Reservoir Keepers House and the Woody Crest Home.

         24                 So with that, I welcome your

         25  questions.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Terry, did you

          3  have any kind of statement that you would like to

          4  make, a transitional statement?

          5                 MS. ROSENDEUTCH:  No, I'm just very

          6  happy to be at the table, it has been a while, and

          7  I'm just here to help Chair Paulson through her

          8  first hearing since she has only been here for a day

          9  and a half, I thought she might need a little

         10  support.  And being this is a budget hearing, I may

         11  be able to answer some of the questions that she

         12  might not be able to, so.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Good enough.

         14  Let me just ask if there is anything in the pipeline

         15  that has not been announced yet that we should know

         16  in the way of new Historic Districts or any

         17  districts that are slated actually for expansion?

         18                 MS. PAULSON:  As this is my second

         19  full day, I am not up to speed on every one of the

         20  items before us at the Designation Committee and I

         21  will be looking into that within the next week.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Okay.  The

         23  designation or the discussion of designation for the

         24  Gansenvoort Market, Meat Market District, have there

         25  been any discussions that have gone on at all?
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          2                 MS. PAULSON:  As far as I know the

          3  Designation Committee has not taken up that

          4  nomination, but I'm sure they will be looking into

          5  that.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  And if you do

          7  not have a report now, if you could get a report to

          8  us about your efforts for enforcement under the law

          9  that the Council passed a couple of years ago, which

         10  last time your predecessor reported appeared to be

         11  going well.

         12                 MS. PAULSON:  Yes.

         13                 MS. ROSENDEUTCH:  Yes, we did promise

         14  you that report and you will have that report

         15  shortly.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Okay, thank

         17  you.  Council Member Sabini.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI:  Thank you,

         19  Madam Chair, and good morning, and congratulations

         20  on your appointment, I look forward to working with

         21  you in the rest of this year on matters of mutual

         22  interest.

         23                 Recent media reports had the Police

         24  Museum moving into your headquarters, and I'm

         25  wondering what, if anything, you have heard about
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          2  that, short of having to share space with spent

          3  shells and old uniforms?

          4                 MS. PAULSON:  I'm aware that the

          5  Police Museum is looking for a space and I believe

          6  that the Mayor's Office is assisting them in looking

          7  at spaces, including 100 Old Slip.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI:  And what does

          9  that mean for you?

         10                 MS. ROSENDEUTCH:  I do not think we

         11  can answer that question because as Chair Paulson

         12  said, it is one of several spaces that are being

         13  considered, so until we know that that is the space

         14  that has been chosen, our efforts have not been

         15  focused on that question.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI:  The final

         17  budget proposal anticipates the Commission receiving

         18  revenues of $9,000 in Fiscal 2002.  What percentage

         19  of your revenue comes from civil fines from the 1999

         20  Landmarks Bill?

         21                 MS. PAULSON:  We will have to get

         22  back to you on that.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI:  What do you

         24  think about?

         25                 MS. ROSENDEUTCH:  As we have said at
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          2  previous, both MMR hearings and budget hearings, the

          3  civil fines legislation was implemented to gain

          4  compliance with the Landmarks Law and not to

          5  generate revenue.  The Civil Fine Legislation is

          6  having that desired result and I would have to check

          7  and see exactly how much money has been generated.

          8  It's nominal, at best, because people are complying

          9  with the law, instead of having to pay into the fine

         10  system.  But I can get back to you with that number,

         11  which will be part of the report that we had

         12  promised to Council Member Eisland, it will be a

         13  review of the last two years of the Civil Fines

         14  Legislation and how things are going in that unit.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI:  While it

         16  would be part of your budget, it's not in the box

         17  score as they say in baseball, but Landmarks and

         18  Historic Districts in the City are growing more and

         19  more both in the City and in the country, are

         20  occurring in neighborhoods that traditionally were

         21  not targets for preservation, low- income

         22  neighborhoods, places where perhaps the homeowners

         23  are just getting by or the landlords have not been,

         24  traditionally types of people that would spend money

         25  on window casements and fancy awnings.
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          2                 Is there an initiative or a new focus

          3  that you anticipate to look at how you can better

          4  serve from the bottom up, residents and owners in

          5  Historic Districts in places that, you know, argue

          6  traditional, you know, Cobble Hill or Breeze Side

          7  type places?  You know, we had a tour, for example,

          8  of Hamilton Heights Sugar Hill and we saw some

          9  fantastic things, and even in places like the

         10  Jackson Heights District, which I represent about 85

         11  percent of, there are homeowners who are just

         12  getting by, and when they're told they have to do

         13  certain things, they need help.  And while there are

         14  third party groups that help, like Fleet

         15  Conservancy, it seems to me that as we broaden

         16  preservation into more and more neighborhoods that

         17  there has to be an effort by the Commission to do

         18  some ground up help.  And any new initiative or

         19  anything that you can see in the future that you

         20  would be doing?

         21                 MS. PAULSON:  Well first of all we do

         22  have our grant program, which we do give grants and

         23  other incentives in terms of funding for small

         24  property owners and not- for- profits, and that

         25  certainly goes specifically to the kinds of owners
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          2  that your talking about.  I think beyond that we can

          3  certainly look at other initiatives that might be

          4  feasible within our budget and our scope.

          5                 Other initiatives that we have taken

          6  are really creating guidelines, especially for

          7  Jackson Heights and some of the other neighborhoods,

          8  so that homeowners know what is allowable under the

          9  Landmarks Law, and there is more predictabilities so

         10  that they do not have a guessing game when they're

         11  designated.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI:  Thank you

         13  very much, and thank you, Madam Chair.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Thank you.

         15  Okay, Council Member Quinn.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Thank you.

         17  Welcome.  First I want to thank and really applaud

         18  the Commission for the Madison Square North

         19  District.  I know that the former Chair had

         20  mentioned that to me and I really want to

         21  particularly applaud the Commission on that because

         22  that is actually an idea that has come from the

         23  Commission out to the community as opposed to the

         24  reverse.  And I actually think that area and those

         25  buildings are ones that it is very ahead of the
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          2  game, very kind of offensive, I should know, well,

          3  you know what I mean, without being offensive that

          4  we're going to single that area out.  So anything

          5  that I can do to be helpful.

          6                 I want to just kind of backup the

          7  question that the Chairwoman asked about the

          8  Gansenvoort Market, because that is an area that I

          9  know the Commission has expressed interest in the

         10  neighborhood, and really on some over, even

         11  boroughwide, there is tremendous interest in moving

         12  forward with that.  Do you have any further, I

         13  guess, I know it is only your second day, but really

         14  would love any information we could receive on where

         15  that is at, very concerned about trying to get that

         16  moving because that is an area that certainly

         17  deserves action by the Commission and is under just

         18  such constant and enormous pressure, and do you have

         19  any sense of any time frame or anything at all?

         20                 MS. PAULSON:  I do not have a time

         21  frame, but I can tell you that the staff working in

         22  the Research Department has been going out and

         23  looking at the buildings in the district that some

         24  of the Commissioners from the Designation Committee

         25  have walked the area, and that I will be walking the
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          2  area in the next two weeks. I would like to find out

          3  what there is that we should be carefully looking at

          4  in terms of protection, and what other venues there

          5  are in terms of guaranteeing that there is some

          6  predictability for development in that area.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Well maybe we

          8  ought to follow- up with the staff, but maybe, you

          9  know, in conjunction with the tour or before or

         10  after we could even, you know, have a sit down with

         11  the Save the Gansenvoort Market folks so that you

         12  could hear kind of their perspective on it and see a

         13  lot of the work that they have done.

         14                 That is great, I'm glad to hear that

         15  you will be out there amongst the cobblestones.

         16                 MS. PAULSON:  Yes, thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Ministerial

         18  business, would Counsel, please, continue the roll

         19  call?

         20                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Malave-

         21  Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE- DILAN:  I vote

         23  aye on all items.  Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Thank you.  Are

         25  there any other questions?  Is there anything else
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          2  you might like to add?

          3                 MS. PAULSON:  No, just thank you for

          4  making this relatively easy today, and I look

          5  forward to being back next year.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Good, and if

          7  you would also get the list to us about the records

          8  of violations and how you're proceeding?

          9                 MS. PAULSON:  Yes.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Good, thank you

         11  very much.

         12                 MS. PAULSON:  Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Chairman Joe

         14  Rose, thank you for being here early, we appreciate

         15  it.

         16                 MR. ROSE:  Thank you for having me

         17  early, mutually beneficial.

         18                 Good morning, can I start?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Please, do.

         20                 MR. ROSE:  Okay.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Do you have a

         22  prepared statement?

         23                 MR. ROSE:  Yes, we are circulating

         24  and I will try to run through it briefly,

         25  summarizing what I can.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Good.

          3                 MR. ROSE:  Good morning.  Thank you,

          4  Chairperson Eisland and members of the Land Use and

          5  Finance Committees.  We're pleased to be here today

          6  to discuss the Fiscal Year 2002 Executive Budget and

          7  the four- year financial plan, as it relates to the

          8  Department of City Planning.  The Department began

          9  Fiscal Year 2001 with an expense budget

         10  appropriation of approximately $16.7 million of

         11  which $7 million in City funds, 41.9 percent, and

         12  $9.7 million of our budget, 58.1 percent came from

         13  federal funds.  In the current years budget was

         14  adopted, the Department's authorized headcount was

         15  255 full- time staff positions, of which 93 were tax

         16  levy and 162 were funded with federal dollars.  Over

         17  the course of this year, this appropriation has been

         18  augmented by several grants from federal and state

         19  governments for transportation planning and

         20  waterfront revitalization feasibility studies.

         21                 The 2002 Executive Budget and Four-

         22  Year Financial Planning, which was released by the

         23  Mayor on April 25th provides for a budget allocation

         24  of just under $17.1 million and authorized staffing

         25  level of 255 full- time positions, of which 86 are
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          2  tax levy funded positions, and $6.7 million and 39.3

          3  percent of our budget is City tax revenues.  The

          4  balance is 169 federally funded full time positions,

          5  and $10.4 million or 60.7 percent federally funded

          6  dollars.

          7                 On our revenue side, the Department

          8  of City Planning has budgeted funds in the amount of

          9  $1.1 million and we realize next year from ULURP and

         10  Seeker fees, applications fees, and publication or

         11  subscription sales.  As of May 1st, the Department

         12  actually collected over $1.5 million in application

         13  fees and miscellaneous sales, so we're ahead,

         14  obviously, of our projections.

         15                 Next year's Executive budget

         16  recommends the following changes in our operating

         17  budget, which is primarily a funding shift from our

         18  Zoning and Urban Design Unit by shifting that from

         19  City to CD funding, Federal CD funding.  This change

         20  involves 7 full- time positions and some part- time

         21  staff, as well, for a total of $420,000 in terms of

         22  the shift.

         23                 The Zoning and Urban Design Group is

         24  responsible for the text of the Zoning Resolution

         25  and preparing urban design and planning guidelines
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          2  in consultation with our Borough offices.  ZUD,

          3  Zoning and Urban Design, works closely with other

          4  agency planners in conducting zoning analysis and

          5  preparing zoning text amendments for consideration

          6  by the City Planning Commission.

          7                 Let's see, what else, we also are

          8  funding, continuing to fund six positions in our

          9  Population Section, continuing the work that has

         10  gone in, in terms of the historic Census

         11  achievements and the fine work proposed by Joe Salvo

         12  and his shop.  The other five positions involving

         13  the shift are located in the Department's Geographic

         14  Systems Section, which were originally funded for

         15  the 2000 Census- related work.  And as you know,

         16  virtually every City agency uses the products and

         17  technical support of our Geographic System Section.

         18  It is an integral component to the computer

         19  applications that allow for a wide range of City

         20  government functions to be achieved.

         21                 Next year's budget also provides

         22  $100,000 in one time tax levy, OTPS funds to cover

         23  anticipated consultant costs required to convert the

         24  hand drawn zoning maps, the computerized files that

         25  are used in the Department's Technical Review
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          2  Division, and we hope that these technological

          3  improvements will lead to a faster consideration and

          4  processing of applications, which is something that

          5  we all have a collective interest in being able to

          6  do.

          7                 The Executive Budget also adds nearly

          8  $14,000, and I know these are not macro funds by

          9  standards of this City, but they're important to us,

         10  in funds for office lease expenses and a decrease of

         11  just over $1,000 in tax levy funds for energy costs.

         12                 In addition a one time $2.1 million

         13  Federal CD Funds budget modification will be added

         14  at the beginning of Fiscal Year 2002 to provide for

         15  four Environmental Consultant Contracts necessary to

         16  advance rezoning map changes in Manhattan and

         17  Brooklyn.

         18                 And for the last several years, we

         19  have been able to absorb budget reductions without

         20  sacrificing the quality of our work, and we continue

         21  to aspire to do that, recognizing that we have a

         22  responsibility to perform at a very high level with

         23  a very limited and constrained budget.

         24                 Happy to answer any questions.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  An issue that
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          2  has been on my plate for probably a dozen years are

          3  the hot sheet motel situation that I have always

          4  viewed as a Citywide problem that needs attention,

          5  but the major problem appears to be in the Bronx,

          6  not only in mine and Larry Warden's district, but

          7  throughout the Bronx. Andy Lin and I had been

          8  talking about, and I know there was some illness in

          9  the local Bronx Office, but you and I, and I

         10  believe, Councilman Warden, had been talking about

         11  putting together some kind of a Task Force of

         12  representation from the community, as well as

         13  yourselves to come up with some kind of solution

         14  that would be broad based in a way to attack the

         15  problem, not just simply in one spot, but what has

         16  been happening in the Bronx for years for, actually,

         17  when you were sitting on this side of the table

         18  before Chairman Rose was here in City government,

         19  has become more vexing then ever.  There are all

         20  kinds of rumors in several different neighborhoods

         21  of building new motels in the kinds of neighborhoods

         22  that you know is not going to be the Renaissance

         23  Conference Center. It is going to be a fast

         24  turnover, hot sheet motels bringing all of the

         25  intended problems that they do bring.
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          2                 What is the status of the Task Force,

          3  or do we have any new ideas from the zoning point of

          4  view?

          5                 MR. ROSE:  Well, as I'm sure you

          6  know, we were somewhat distressed that the Avalee

          7  (phonetic), in response to the request from the

          8  community, we had developed a zoning application

          9  devoted to considerable time, resources, energy to

         10  filing an application to make some zoning

         11  adjustments that would have addressed the problem in

         12  the  particular Boston Road area where the problem

         13  is most egregious.

         14                 As you know, the community, I think,

         15  in the Land Use Review Process became divided about

         16  what the appropriate course of action was.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Well we know

         18  what happened in the past.

         19                 MR. ROSE:  Right, right.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  That problem

         21  there - -

         22                 MR. ROSE:  I think - -

         23                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: - -  has not

         24  disappeared.  As I said, it's a Bronx problem, lots

         25  of other places as well, and I think it has to be
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          2  attacked on a broad basis.

          3                 MR. ROSE:  Absolutely.  The challenge

          4  in doing something on a Citywide basis or a

          5  comprehensive basis as opposed to dealing with these

          6  issues where they are locally specific is you do not

          7  want to have adverse Citywide consequences in terms

          8  of precluding the ability to have an adequate number

          9  of affordable hotel or motel rooms, and so it's a,

         10  it's possible to go too far, not to solve the

         11  problem in one regard, or to go too far and preclude

         12  the development of motels on the other.  So we are,

         13  where there are, I guess it would be very helpful to

         14  us, if you could supply us with a list of the areas

         15  where you think these things are potentially

         16  problematic uses and should be identified, and then

         17  perhaps we can fashion a solution that addresses the

         18  areas where these are problematic.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Well I still

         20  think that the Citywide approach is the best

         21  approach.  I understand what you're saying and I do

         22  not disagree with you.  I have worked with the Hotel

         23  Association as have others, and we have overcome

         24  every obstacle and they were legitimate obstacles I

         25  think that they presented to us.  Some of the hotels

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            26

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2  are used, for instance, for airline personnel, and

          3  they may be relatively short stayers.  One of the

          4  other obstacles was when there are major occasions

          5  such as weddings, et cetera, there is a need for

          6  some rooms to be used that way, and I think we

          7  overcame those problems.

          8                 One of the suggestions I had made,

          9  which seemed to be well received, was that stays in

         10  motels be required to be 12 hours.  In other words,

         11  somebody could not pay just for one or two hours,

         12  but would have to pay for half a day, which would

         13  certainly reduce the quick turnover because it would

         14  become much more expensive.

         15                 There are other states, for instance,

         16  in Texas, that have had some legislation on the

         17  books for a while.  And as I said, I and others have

         18  worked with the Hotel Industry because I understand,

         19  obviously, the need that I would love to have a

         20  family hotel in the North Bronx that all of us who

         21  have occasions and events do not have to send people

         22  downtown or up to Westchester. But I do not want to

         23  give up on the concept on doing something that is

         24  more broad based.

         25                 MR. ROSE:  Absolutely, I think some
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          2  of the things that you're mentioning are legislative

          3  solutions that are not obviously based on zoning so

          4  much as they are on the Council's power to legislate

          5  appropriate parameters for a necessary and important

          6  business to operate in a way that protects against,

          7  I think, abuses of these kinds of facilities.  And

          8  that is something that we're happy to work with.

          9                 We have, as you may know, we have

         10  just brought on as the new Director of our Bronx

         11  Office, Borough Office, one of our finest planners,

         12  and we will be happy to arrange for a meeting with

         13  your office.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Who might that

         15  be?

         16                 MR. ROSE:  I don't know how to

         17  pronounce it, Perno Kepor (phonetic), who is the

         18  Deputy Director from our Brooklyn Office, who has

         19  now been promoted to the Director of the Bronx

         20  Office, and I think you will find her an extremely

         21  confident and dedicated.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Well this is

         23  new news to me and I'm sure that every Bronx Council

         24  member would certainly like to get a call, - -

         25                 MR. ROSE:  We will set up a meeting.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: - -  and perhaps

          3  we can each meet and discuss our various problems.

          4  But I still would like to go back to the Task Force

          5  concept that you had talked about for the Bronx, and

          6  perhaps with a new Director we can re- up that, but

          7  with a lot of input from downtown and obviously from

          8  our Council to Land Use as well.

          9                 MR. ROSE:  Happy to do that.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Good, thank

         11  you.  Do members have questions?  Council Member

         12  Warden.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN:  Thank you,

         14  just let me follow- up on the idea of the Task

         15  Force.  We're stuck at the point of logistics.  I

         16  have a list of people, I think, Councilwoman Eisland

         17  has a list of people, we need to establish the next

         18  step so that we can get it, you know, moving and

         19  operating.  So if you could provide us with some

         20  ideas  - -

         21                 MR. ROSE:  We're happy to do that,

         22  Council members, and we appreciated the close

         23  cooperation of your office with the Department and

         24  the efforts to address it, the problems through the

         25  zoning changes.  As you, I know, and Chairperson
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          2  acknowledges this, this was a frustrating experience

          3  for us in the Department, so we want to make sure

          4  that we, that there is a consensus as we, before we

          5  devote the amount of time and effort and resources

          6  that are required to address the problem, we want to

          7  make sure everyone is on some version of the same

          8  page.  So we were, I think, making sure we agree on

          9  the list of who should be on this Task Force and

         10  working together is something that is an important

         11  step.  So we're happy to look at the list that you

         12  send us and consult and we will set up a meeting to

         13  see how we go forward.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Very good,

         15  thank you.  Council Member Linares.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES:  Thank you,

         17  Madam Chair, and good morning.

         18                 MR. ROSE:  Good morning.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES:  In looking

         20  at the work that still needs to continue in relation

         21  to the Census, can you, I see that the six positions

         22  are for five computer technicians and one Census

         23  worker.  I'm curious to look at one position dealing

         24  with the Census in addition to the technicians, and

         25  I was wondering if that would be enough to really
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          2  address the scope of the work?

          3                 MR. ROSE:  Well we still have our

          4  Population Division, the main body of our Population

          5  Division that is funded. These are additional

          6  workers that were brought on, to a) assist in the

          7  2000 Census effort, and what this is doing is

          8  continuing and formalizing them as part of the,

          9  those additional workers as part of the Census, the

         10  Population Division's team.  It is obviously a

         11  crucial, but not just to make sure that we get the

         12  proper count, but then to analyze and understand and

         13  it's ongoing work to make use of, effective use of

         14  and analyze and understand the implications of that

         15  2000 Census.  So we are quite confident that these

         16  additional funds will allow us to continue that

         17  work.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES:  Okay, so are

         19  you comfortable that the level of staffing that you

         20  have now with the increase numbers, and also the

         21  fact that we're required now, we would look no

         22  matter what the number, but since there was such a

         23  huge shift in population, and the fact we're going

         24  to need much more interpretation into what that

         25  means and implies for decision making and for
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          2  determining priorities, do you feel comfortable that

          3  the staffing levels that you have for that work

          4  ahead is enough?

          5                 MR. ROSE:  I'm comfortable that we

          6  have in the budget as now before you an adequate

          7  funding to do that.  That is one of the important

          8  actions that is inviting in this budget.  And the

          9  important thing, as we all know, is to make sure

         10  once the initial excitement over the number, this

         11  funding, in the years when it is not as clear either

         12  to this Council, which is the Executive Branch what

         13  it is, why it is so important to maintain this

         14  function and have it be adequately staffed is

         15  something that is going to be, it's harder to do in

         16  the 2003, 2004 years when people wondering why do we

         17  need to spend money on this now.  But it is,

         18  obviously, this is, especially in the wake of all of

         19  this data coming in, we need to make sure that we

         20  have adequate people.  But we are comfortable with

         21  what we have in the current budget, adequate

         22  staffing to do that work and to provide what the

         23  Council and the - -

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES:  I assume

         25  there is a time frame and time is of the essence.
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          2                 MR. ROSE:  Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES:  You need to

          4  have the resources to be able to deliver in a timely

          5  basis so that we do not get hurt in the process.

          6                 MR. ROSE:  At the risk of, I have to

          7  be very careful here because the information is

          8  officially invito (phonetic) until next week, but

          9  there are some very interesting, beginning to be

         10  some interesting data that is coming out from the

         11  Census, especially as it regards the Hispanic

         12  population that will be coming out in the next few

         13  days.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES:  Let me take

         15  advantage and ask one additional question that I

         16  know you are familiar with and it has to do with the

         17  growing pains of a City that has grown, becomes much

         18  more diverse, and has began to diversify the use of

         19  space and requires in real planning, short and long

         20  term, more long term planning, where we have seen

         21  expansion of use particularly in the real estate,

         22  and the require of, in many instances, overlap in

         23  terms of the zoning that we have.  And I was just

         24  wondering if given the experience and the work that

         25  you have done, this is something that is a focus of
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          2  attention, because there are many places that have

          3  responded to the demand of needs and services in the

          4  community that having been established, they're not

          5  necessarily legal, but yet they're responding to a

          6  need in the community.  And it puts enforcement

          7  people in a very difficult position, and the people

          8  who are responding to a need in the community pay a

          9  heavy price, and yet, we're still with a lot of the

         10  laws and the rules from the dark ages, I would say,

         11  from a long, long time ago.  And yet, you know, we

         12  see this going on, this is historically the process

         13  that the City have done, the growing pains of

         14  growing in numbers and at the same time, you know,

         15  bringing us up to date in terms of the, you know,

         16  having everyone legal and so forth.  So I just throw

         17  that your way to see if, what you're doing and

         18  whether this project reflects that reality and that

         19  challenge, that challenge is for the next

         20  Administration and perhaps the next two or three?

         21                 MR. ROSE:  Well, I think you have

         22  touched on some very interesting points.  One of

         23  which is that, as you know, the reason for the

         24  significant in the population in the Census was a

         25  function partly of real growth in terms of
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          2  Immigration and natural increase, and also of better

          3  counting.  Better counting that was a significant

          4  function of the fact that we went out and actually

          5  made an effort to count people that we knew were

          6  there, but the Census Bureau by its conventional

          7  means of former decades did not know how to find.

          8  We, the Department of City Planning, knew how to

          9  identify large swads of population that may not be

         10  living in conformance of readily accessible data

         11  collection points from the post office.  We found,

         12  we know that there are a lot of illegal threes out

         13  there, and we figured out how to get them onto our

         14  address list for the purpose of counting them for

         15  the Census.

         16                 Well we found them, but part of it is

         17  coming to the terms with the fact that there is a

         18  lot of stuff out there, both in terms of housing

         19  units, in terms of people that the City really needs

         20  to address and understand the implications of that.

         21  Now that they're counted, we better take this into,

         22  take the policy implications into account including

         23  issues of enforcement and how the regulations deal

         24  with these kinds of units.  And they're not easy

         25  issues either substantively or politically.
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          2                 The second issue is that even leaving

          3  aside the additional counting, the City has actually

          4  grown.  We're at our population peak and that is

          5  something that we need as a City to have a growth

          6  agenda for.  Well we added the population of

          7  Buffalo, we added one of the largest cities in the

          8  country to the population of the City of New York in

          9  the Census.  We did not add their infrastructure, we

         10  did not add a whole host of things that come with

         11  that.  So we are a city that for a long time has

         12  been struggling to bring to an order of good repair,

         13  good maintenance, some reuse.  We have been playing

         14  within fixed parameters.  Well, those parameters

         15  have now changed and changed dramatically and we

         16  need collectively to think in terms of growth, in

         17  terms of new investments both in the infrastructure

         18  and systems, and these are challenges that unless

         19  we're going to look back in several years and say,

         20  ah, the city peaked at, in the year 2000, when and

         21  under the leadership of this Administration and this

         22  Council, that if we're actually going to continue to

         23  look at this as an opportunity and a growth agenda,

         24  we need to adapt our thinking.  And that ties into

         25  our work program is very much oriented towards a
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          2  growth agenda and having to deal with the

          3  implications of growing demand and these illegal

          4  occupancies, as you say, enforcement and the

          5  regulations need to address that.  It is part of

          6  what we have, I think if you look at the last seven

          7  and a half years, there is a very good record of

          8  this Council and this Administration working

          9  together, while we do not always agree on

         10  everything, and we certainly have our brewing ha

         11  ha's to point to, a great deal of regulatory reform

         12  and sound planning have done to improve both the

         13  regulations and created a growth oriented into the

         14  agenda, I think that it is important that continue.

         15                 And this budget certainly and the

         16  Department's work program is certainly oriented

         17  towards precisely those challenges.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES:  Thank you.

         19                 MR. ROSE:  Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Let me just ask

         21  concerning the theater district text seems to have

         22  withstood the challenges from the court, which I

         23  think we can all be thankful for.  Do you foresee

         24  any applications for the transfer of development

         25  rights at this particular time?
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          2                 MR. ROSE:  We do not, I certainly

          3  expect that there will be some that will be coming

          4  down the pike, we do not know of any, I think, that

          5  are particularly on route right now, with the

          6  exception that there is an application pursuant to

          7  the new text involving the Biltmore Hotel, I'm

          8  sorry, the Biltmore Theater and the adjoining

          9  properties, and it does require, the Council has

         10  some obligations pursuant to that text, and we need

         11  to convene the Theater Advisory Council so we

         12  collectively, both the Executive and the Legislative

         13  Branch need to move quickly to put in place the

         14  systems that that legislation designed.  We are, as

         15  you said, we're gratified that the courts recognized

         16  that we were in fact operating within both our

         17  authority and appropriate procedures and how we

         18  proceeded with that.  And once again, I think that

         19  as time passes that will mechanism will become one

         20  of the most valuable things that City government can

         21  do to ensure the long- term vitality of the Broadway

         22  Theater.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Thank you.  I

         24  just want to return to my first question about short

         25  stay motels, and just remind you and ask you to do
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          2  some research.  I know it was done a long time ago,

          3  and I do not even remember which one of our Counsel

          4  did it and with whom at City Planning, but there is

          5  a city in Texas, somehow I seem to think it might be

          6  Dallas, but I'm not positive, that enacted some

          7  regulations and some zoning and it was winding its

          8  way through the courts.  I'm sure it was Texas,

          9  Texas is a big State, but if you could take a look

         10  at that?

         11                 MR. ROSE:  We will redouble our

         12  efforts.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Please, and

         14  again, look at this globally?

         15                 MR. ROSE:  Okay.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  Thank you.

         17  Does anybody have any other questions?  Good, thank

         18  you very much.

         19                 MR. ROSE:  Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND:  We have one

         21  more Department, DOITT.  Are they here yet?  Have we

         22  asked them to come over, is the Mayor's rep here,

         23  over a few minutes early?  Where is he?  Okay, have

         24  they been called?  Okay, good.

         25                 (Refer to the joint hearing of the
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          2  Land Use Committee and Governmental Operations

          3  Committee for DoITT.)

          4                 (This portion of the hearing

          5  concluded at 12:00 p.m.)
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