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          2                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: If everybody

          3  will take a look at your agenda, it's a somewhat

          4  short one. And the first item is Land Use 971, which

          5  is a landmark designation of the Studabaker

          6  Building, located at 1469 Bedford Avenue in

          7  Brooklyn.

          8                 The second item is Land Use 983 and

          9  984, they are two related items. The first is a

         10  UDAAP designation and disposition of property,

         11  located at 37 Central Avenue, Brooklyn, and the

         12  second is a rezoning of the area around and

         13  including 37 Central Avenue from M1-1 to R6.

         14                 Could we have some quiet, please?

         15  Could we have some quiet?

         16                 The next items are Land Use 986, and

         17  there are two Manhattan Landmark items, the first is

         18  the United States Rubber Company building, located

         19  at 1790 Broadway, and the second is the AT Demarest

         20  and Company, and Peerless Motor Car Company, located

         21  at 224-228 West 57th Street.

         22                 The next items are two Manhattan

         23  sidewalk cafes, Land Use numbers 1023 and 1024, the

         24  first is Cafe DePeri, for an enclosed sidewalk cafe

         25  at 924 Second Avenue, Manhattan, and the second is
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          2  for the renewal of an enclosed sidewalk cafe at

          3  964-966 Second Avenue.

          4                 We have Land Use number 1047. It's a

          5  site selection application by the Sanitation

          6  Department for property located at 310 West Service

          7  Road, Staten Island, for use as a solid waste

          8  transfer station.

          9                 Finally, if you take note on the last

         10  pages, there are several UDAAP designations and

         11  dispositions that you'll see at the end of the

         12  agenda in various boroughs. If you will take a look

         13  at them and see if there are any questions, any

         14  information needed. Incidentally, there is no

         15  briefing on anything new. There is no briefing on

         16  anything new today.

         17                 Council Member Spigner has some

         18  remarks on a Queens issue.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you,

         20  Chairlady Eisland.

         21                 In light of the fact that this

         22  negotiated sale has been the topic of a good deal of

         23  discussion at several meetings of Community Board 13

         24  whose jurisdiction these properties are within, I

         25  would ask that the representatives of the
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          2  Asian-Americans for Equality, who a representative,

          3  or representatives who are in the room, on the

          4  record, the process to be used in ensuring that the

          5  method for advertising and selecting, advertising

          6  and selecting the owners of the, occupiers of these

          7  properties, will be fair and objective and as

          8  comprehensive as possible.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: This information

         10  I believe was stated at the Subcommittee but there

         11  are members who did not hear it, so if the

         12  representative would come forward to state for the

         13  record, we would appreciate it.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you. I

         15  didn't have a vote at the Subcommittee. I asked for

         16  the information, with your permission, of course.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: Certainly.

         18                 If you would identify yourself for

         19  the record, please?

         20                 MR. LANG: Yes. Good day. My name is

         21  Frank Lang, and I'm the Director of Planning and

         22  Development for Asian Americans for Equality, and

         23  with me here is Anthony Ng, he is the project

         24  manager in our office.

         25                 The Community Homes Program that
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          2  these properties are going to be implemented in, is

          3  a program that is targeted to maintaining,

          4  maximizing the ability of the current occupants of

          5  HPD buildings to be able to purchase the properties.

          6  These are all one to four-family houses.

          7                 We met with the staff people from

          8  Council Members Leffler, Spigner and Watkins, who

          9  cover Community Board 13, as well as some of the

         10  other properties, and working closely with Council

         11  Member Watkins, we developed a plan to market any

         12  vacant properties that come through the program.

         13                 The main thrust of the program,

         14  however, is to work with the current occupants, to

         15  enable them to learn how to become qualified

         16  home-buyers and responsible home-buyers, and in

         17  doing so we are providing extensive home ownership

         18  counseling, tenant services, and other activities,

         19  and working very closely with them, none of them are

         20  going to be impacted in the program when we take

         21  over the properties. They will have their rents,

         22  their current rents to HPD maintained, and they will

         23  be able to immediately benefit from enhanced

         24  property management services.

         25                 We've handed out a copy of the
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          2  current program activities, as well as the marketing

          3  plan for Community Board 13. This is the same type

          4  of plan we are using for any of the properties in

          5  the program.

          6                 The program would advertise

          7  predominantly borough-wide, but also Citywide, with

          8  a great emphasis on local notification.

          9                 We will work with local community

         10  boards, community organizations, churches and other

         11  institutions and very closely with the local Council

         12  Members to identify those civic leaders that can

         13  best provide information to interested neighborhood

         14  people that would like to purchase the buildings.

         15                 We will provide applications to all

         16  of them, both they can write in, as well as getting

         17  applications at some of the local participating

         18  groups, and then they will send the applications in

         19  to a lottery process.

         20                 The lottery will be open to the staff

         21  people and other civic leaders to participate, and

         22  then we will log in the applications through that

         23  lottery and go through that lottery to sell any of

         24  the vacant properties.

         25                 I would be happy to answer any other
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          2  questions.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Yes, one of

          4  my questions. You say you are going to -- you have a

          5  program to assist any occupied building, the person

          6  in the building, to become a home-owner, property

          7  owner, bankable and so forth; how do you intend to

          8  do that?

          9                 MR. LANG: Okay, we have a home

         10  ownership unit, an affiliate called the AFFE

         11  Community Development Fund, that provides home

         12  ownership counseling, and access to lower interest

         13  loans and other information, and does a lot of

         14  workshops and trainings, as well as individual

         15  counsel.

         16                 In addition, HPD is providing for all

         17  qualified occupants Section 8 vouchers, so that if

         18  they were to choose to find different housing, they

         19  would be able to maximize their ability to do so.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Okay.

         21                 I think based on this statement and

         22  the fact that Community Board 13 unanimously

         23  approved this.

         24                 Was it a unanimous vote?

         25                 MR. LANG: I believe it was
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          2  overwhelming. I don't know what the number was.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: And

          4  Councilwoman Watkins was intricately involved in the

          5  discussion on reaching the agreement?

          6                 MR. LANG: That's correct, she was.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you.

          8  I'm satisfied.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: Thank you. And I

         10  believe the Subcommittee also voted unanimously on

         11  that; is that correct, Council Member Linares? The

         12  Subcommittee voted unanimously on that?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: Okay.

         15                 Are there any other questions on this

         16  item or any other items that are on the agenda

         17  today?

         18                 Hearing none, I will ask the clerk to

         19  call the roll.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eisland.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Pinkett.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Spigner.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I want to
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          2  vote aye, and I'm delighted that we have the

          3  assurance from the sponsoring groups that every

          4  member of the surrounding and adjoining community

          5  will be given an opportunity to purchase and occupy,

          6  the people who occupy these buildings will also be

          7  assisted in every way to either stay there or to

          8  find new accommodations.

          9                 It's extremely important that we have

         10  these assurances for a variety of reasons, and I

         11  feel that given the opportunity, we can look forward

         12  to this being completed, and becoming an asset to

         13  the community, as other programs have in the past.

         14                 I'm pleased to vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Berman.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: O'Donovan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Malave-Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Linares.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sabini.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Miller.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Carrion.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Abel.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 13 in the

         12  affirmative, none in the negative with no

         13  abstentions, all items are adopted.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: That completes

         15  the roll call. At this time, hearing no other

         16  questions or discussions, the Land Use Committee is

         17  now adjourned.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 (Hearing concluded at 11:15 a.m.)

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            12

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 5th day of April 2001.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            13

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

