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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: All right, today,

          3  ladies and gentlemen, if I can have your attention,

          4  we have three Land Use items on our agenda, and we

          5  will be setting a public hearing date to consider

          6  the establishment of the East Mid-Manhattan BID.

          7  That date will be May 23rd, at 10:00 a.m., and it is

          8  our direction to the Department of Business Services

          9  and to the proposed BID and Management Committee, to

         10  send out the required notices.

         11                 Is there someone here from DBS? The

         12  date, Mr. Michels, is May 23rd. And is there someone

         13  here from the BID? Would you come up for one moment,

         14  please, both of you?

         15                 Ladies, I will not take much of your

         16  time, if you don't mind joining us at the witness

         17  table.

         18                 Sir, would you identify yourself?

         19                 MR. GLATTER: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I'm

         20  George Glatter, I'm Executive Director of the

         21  Neighborhood Development Division of the Department

         22  of Business Services.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Okay, so then you

         24  have -- it's your testimony, therefore, that the

         25  Mid-Manhattan BID is available and ready for us to
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          2  proceed with the voting stage of the process?

          3                 MR. GLATTER: Yes, it is, Mr.

          4  Chairman.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: And you will do

          6  what you're required to do, to advise the BID as to

          7  what they're required to do in order to give the

          8  appropriate notice?

          9                 MR. GLATTER: Right. We have and we

         10  will oversee to make sure it's done properly.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Okay.

         12                 Ladies, would you be good enough --

         13  first of all, good morning. Welcome to the City

         14  Council. Would you be good enough to each identify

         15  yourselves? Bring the mike closer to you.

         16                 Sergeant, would you help them,

         17  please?

         18                 All right, would you each identify

         19  yourselves and your position?

         20                 MS. MOORE: My name is Carla Moore, or

         21  Rusty Moore. I'm a consultant to the group that has

         22  organized this BID, the East Mid-Manhattan BID.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Do I call you Ms.

         24  Moore, Rusty, or what?

         25                 MS. MOORE: Whatever you would like to
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          2  call me is fine. Well, I mean, you know, within

          3  reason.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Ma'am, it's

          5  apparent that you're a very experienced testifier.

          6                 Thank you for your good humor.

          7                 MS. HALLOWAY: Good morning. I am Mary

          8  Halloway, I am the Executive Director of the

          9  Association for a Better New York, and I've been on

         10  the steering committee with my Chairman Lou Ruden,

         11  and we've been working on this, we're about to have

         12  our fourth anniversary of this.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: I want to make it

         14  very clear that Mr. Ruden did call me in support of

         15  the process, and he's very anxious to see this BID

         16  established.

         17                 Okay, having said that, first of all,

         18  thank both of you. Mary, you're name is infinitely

         19  easier. I have no conflicts between nicknames and

         20  regular names.

         21                 Let me say that the one area that the

         22  Council demands adherence to is the notification

         23  process. So, please, we generally have been and want

         24  to be very supportive of BID applications. We

         25  believe in them and the importance of the BIDs, but
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          2  we really don't want to see people coming in at the

          3  last minute and saying, you know, hey, we didn't

          4  know about this and we didn't receive any notice.

          5                 So, please, make a record, do what

          6  you have to do. Make certain that all the affected

          7  property owners are notified so that it's a process

          8  that -- you know, once they're notified and they

          9  come in, then they have to abide by the process.

         10  They have to abide by the requirements of law as to

         11  how they oppose or object.

         12                 So, you can make my life and the

         13  BID's processes infinitely easier by just abiding

         14  strictly to the requirements.

         15                 So, are there any questions? Any

         16  statements?

         17                 Thank you so much. I appreciate your

         18  time here.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 MR. GLATTER: Just for the record, I

         21  would like to add a part of my statement that talks

         22  about change that was made, if that's necessary.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: If it makes you

         24  happy, by all means.

         25                 MR. GLATTER: For the record, DBS is
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          2  submitting a more precisely drawn map to replace the

          3  map of the district, in Exhibit A of the District

          4  Plan for the proposed East Mid-Manhattan BID.

          5                 In addition, new pages seven, 11 and

          6  12 containing tax blocks and lots are submitted to

          7  add three blocks and lots that were omitted in the

          8  district plan. Replacing those same pages on Exhibit

          9  C, which contains tax lots and lots of benefit

         10  properties. These changes had been part of the City

         11  Planning Commission public review and qualified

         12  approval of the proposed East Mid-Manhattan BID.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Effectively

         14  you're adding or changing certain blocks and lots

         15  for what was previously submitted?

         16                 MR. GLATTER: Right. Three that should

         17  have been included.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Okay.

         19                 Counsel has a question.

         20                 MR. CARAS: Those pages are attached

         21  to all of the members, those corrected pages are

         22  attached to all of the members' packets and will be

         23  attached to the packets of the full Council when

         24  they vote this afternoon. And am I correct to assume

         25  that those pages will also be made available at the
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          2  City Clerk's Office for anyone to come?

          3                 MR. GLATTER: Yes, they will.

          4                 MR. CARAS: Okay, great.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Are there any

          6  other questions.

          7                 Thank you very much, people.

          8                 Ladies and gentlemen, if each of you

          9  would draw near and give your attention, David can

         10  be heard and we can dispense with the rest of the

         11  business.

         12                 David, did you distribute the -- oh,

         13  here it is.

         14                 Okay, David, identify yourself,

         15  please.

         16                 MR. PECHEFSKY: I'm David Pechefsky

         17  from Council Finance. You will see there are three

         18  Land Use items before you for consideration for

         19  partial tax exemptions. The first of these is Land

         20  Use 973. It's a new foundations program, in Council

         21  Member Boyland and Wooten's district. It's 26 two-

         22  to three-family homes, a 20-year exemption, first

         23  year exemption of 58,500. A total exempt amount of

         24  1,044,000.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Are there any
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          2  questions?

          3                 Council Member Wooten, this being in

          4  your district, I assume you're aware of this?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Yes, I am.

          6                 Just for the record, both

          7  Councilwoman Boyland and myself have had various

          8  conversations on these partials, and we

          9  wholeheartedly support this endeavor.

         10                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Thank you.

         11                 The next item is Land Use 1042. Also,

         12  a New Foundations Program, also in Council Member

         13  Boyland and Wooten's, it's seven two- to

         14  three-family homes, a 20-year exemption of 15,800,

         15  total exempt amount of 281,000.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Are there any

         17  questions?

         18                 Council Member Wooten, this is also

         19  in your district?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: No questions,

         21  Mr. Chair.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Thank you, Ma'am.

         23                 Finally, last one, and then we're

         24  going to vote.

         25                 This is a Neighborhood Homes Program,
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          2  North Program Opportunities, HDFC. This is in

          3  Council Member Robles and Council Member Fisher's

          4  district. Twelve buildings, 28 units, ten-year

          5  exemption, and it's a total exemption 248,000,

          6  right?

          7                 MR. PECHEFSKY: That's correct.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Are there any

          9  questions?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Mr. Robles.

         12                 Are you available for a question?

         13                 Mr. Robles.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Before you go,

         15  Mr. Robles. If I may, I'd like to call Reverend

         16  Foster's vote because he has some people waiting for

         17  him outside, since this is the last question before

         18  the vote.

         19                 Okay, we're joining the three Land

         20  Use items.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Thank you. Did

         23  you sign the report? Thank you very much.

         24                 All right, let's continue. Mr.

         25  Robles, your question.
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          2                 Excuse me. Ms. Eisland also has to

          3  attend that meeting, I guess this is some kind of

          4  Bronx conspiracy.

          5                 Ms. Eisland, how do you vote?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Thank you

          7  very much. I vote aye.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: And did you sign

          9  the report? Thank you. Thank you very much.

         10                 Mr. Robles, you finally have an

         11  opportunity to ask a question.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: And before I

         13  ask my question, I vote aye, too.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: No, no, Mr.

         15  Robles, we don't want your vote.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Commissioner,

         17  North Brooklyn Opportunity Housing Development Fund

         18  Corporation, that's the project, that's not the

         19  community-based sponsorship of these things?

         20                 MR. GLATTER: Well, that's the name

         21  that the sponsor, St. Nick's Neighborhood

         22  Preservation has.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Okay. I have

         24  no further question, Mr. Chairman. I move the

         25  agenda.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Robles.

          4                 May we now have a vote, if there are

          5  no other questions?

          6                 Let me just say before the vote Mr.

          7  Michels has a question.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: In Council

          9  Member Robles' and Fisher's district, is this going

         10  to be a tenant-owned co-op and condominium?

         11                 MR. PECHEFSKY: No, HDFC is the

         12  organization that was formed by the non-profit to do

         13  the development. These will be home ownership

         14  opportunities. These are one- to four-family homes.

         15  There will be a home-owner with rentals in the other

         16  two units.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: So, they are

         18  going to be owned by the individuals working in the

         19  building?

         20                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Yes, they won't be

         21  cooperatives, they will be home ownership

         22  opportunities.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: They will

         24  have the fee.

         25                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Excuse me?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: They will

          3  have the fee. They will have the title to the

          4  property?

          5                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Yes. Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: All right,

          7  thank you. I withdraw the question.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Roll call.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Mr. Spigner.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: From the rafters,

         15  a resounding aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: I vote aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of

          5  ten in the affirmative, none in the negative, with

          6  no abstentions, the items are adopted, and the vote

          7  is still open.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: May I thank

          9  everybody for their cooperation, and congratulate

         10  everybody on having shown that extra sense of

         11  commitment in the face of a very difficult issue

         12  that was before us today.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            15

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 25th day of April 2001.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            16

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

