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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Good morning,

          3  everyone. Welcome back from the holiday. This is the

          4  first meeting of the New Year, or the first meeting

          5  of the last year, for many of us, of the

          6  Subcommittee on Landmarks Public Siting and Maritime

          7  Uses. I am Council Member John Sabini from Queens, I

          8  chair the panel. We are joined today by members of

          9  the Subcommittee, to my left, Priscilla Wooten, from

         10  Brooklyn; to my right, Michael J. Abel, from Queens.

         11  And today we will be doing two landmarked items. The

         12  full Land Use Committee is chaired by June Eisland,

         13  Council Member of the Bronx, and she is in the next

         14  room, so she will come hit me if I don't say that.

         15                 Today we are doing two landmarks, two

         16  preconsidered landmarks, a designation by the

         17  Landmarks Preservation Commission, and on non-ULURP

         18  No. 20015090 HKM, as in Mary, Manhattan Community

         19  Board 1, Landmarks Preservation Commissioner

         20  designation of the Whitehall Building in Council

         21  Member Freed's district, and preconsidered non-ULURP

         22  item 20015096 HKM, as in Manhattan, in Manhattan

         23  Community Board 5, a designation by the Landmarks

         24  Preservation Commission for the New York Life

         25  Building in Council Member Lopez' district.
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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 As is our custom, the first witness

          3  will be Amanda Pitman from the Landmarks Commission.

          4  You have written testimony, I believe?

          5                 Why don't we, since I believe we have

          6  another witness on both items and one witness on one

          7  item, why don't you testify on both items and we

          8  will get back, this way we won't have to make you

          9  play musical chairs.

         10                 Ms. Pitman, identify yourself for the

         11  record, please.

         12                 MS. PITMAN: Good morning, Council

         13  Members.

         14                 My name is Amanda Pitman, Director of

         15  Community and Government Affairs for the Landmarks

         16  Preservation Commission. I am here today to testify

         17  on the Commission's designation of the Whitehall

         18  building, located at 17 Battery Place, as a New York

         19  City landmark.

         20                 On February 8th, 2000, the Landmarks

         21  Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the

         22  proposed designation of the Whitehall building.

         23                 The Commissioner received a letter in

         24  support of designation from the Building's owners.

         25                 On October 17th, 2000, the Commission
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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2  voted to designate the Whitehall building a New York

          3  City landmark.

          4                 Constructed in 1902 to 1904, the

          5  20-story Whitehall building was designed by the turn

          6  of the century architect Henry J. Hardenbergh. Built

          7  as a speculative office tower by the real estate and

          8  development firm of Robert A. And William H.

          9  Cheesbrau (phonetic), the building was an immediate

         10  success and the developers began plans to build an

         11  addition.

         12                 They hired the prolific architectural

         13  firm Clinton and Russell to design a 31-story

         14  addition facing West Street with a tower overlooking

         15  the original building.

         16                 Completed in 1910, the Greater

         17  Whitehall, as the addition was called was the

         18  largest office structure in the City at the time of

         19  its completion. The elegant limestone facade

         20  designed in the neo-renaissance style with the

         21  traditional organization of base, shaft and capital

         22  complements the original structure.

         23                 The Commission urges you to affirm

         24  the designation of the Whitehall Building.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Before we go on,
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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2  we are joined by Council Member Adolpho Carrion,

          3  Jr., of the Bronx, a member of the Subcommittee.

          4                 I have read that the Downtown

          5  Athletic Club has been considered by the Commission

          6  favorably as well?

          7                 MS. PITMAN: That's correct.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Right. And

          9  that's, in terms of buildings, how close to the

         10  Whitehall building?

         11                 MS. PITMAN: Well, the Downtown

         12  Athletic Club is all the way over on the west side,

         13  toward the tip of Manhattan.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Right. And this

         15  is on the tip of Manhattan.

         16                 Do we have the Commission report here

         17  on this?

         18                 MS. PITMAN: Yes, I gave it to Louise.

         19                 Here, I have this, too.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Can the

         21  Sergeant-At-Arms take that and get it up to me. I

         22  want to sort of see this bigger map.

         23                 MS. PITMAN: Here, there is a map

         24  right there.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Thank you.
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          2                 I am just wondering, since this seems

          3  to be a trend here, why you are just not creating a

          4  historic district, since I believe the Downtown

          5  Athletic Club is in the same census tract, in fact.

          6                 MS. PITMAN: I don't believe that area

          7  is under consideration right now, however. I mean,

          8  they do have to consider the other buildings in the

          9  surrounding area, so perhaps they just don't feel --

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: What's the

         11  address of the Downtown Athletic Club, do you know?

         12                 MS. PITMAN: It's West Street.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Right, do you

         14  know the address?

         15                 MS. PITMAN: I don't, sorry.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: This building has

         17  frontage on West Street.

         18                 MS. PITMAN: Right.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: So, that's why I

         20  am wondering.

         21                 MS. PITMAN: I can definitely raise

         22  that to the --

         23                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: I am just -- we

         24  have had this discussion before, before your

         25  employment with the Commission, why does the
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          2  Commission in some cases do individual landmarks as

          3  buckshot almost.

          4                 MS. PITMAN: Right.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: And then in some

          6  cases we take on historic districts with cut outs,

          7  which are, you know, fine.

          8                 MS. PITMAN: Right.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: I am not

         10  necessarily for block type historic districts, I was

         11  just wondering what their thinking was.

         12                 Okay. Questions from the Committee?

         13                 Okay, for Adolpho's edification, we

         14  are going to do both together, since we have two

         15  witnesses on both, and a third witness on the last

         16  item. So, we are going to do both the testimony

         17  together. Go ahead.

         18                 Start us on the other item, which is

         19  the New York Life Building.

         20                 MS. PITMAN: Good morning, Council

         21  Members. My name is Amanda Pitman, Director of

         22  Community and Government Affairs for the Landmarks

         23  Preservation Commission. I am here today to testify

         24  on the Commission's destination of the New York Life

         25  Insurance Company Building, located at 51 Madison
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          2  Avenue, as a New York City landmark.

          3                 On June 20th, 2000, the Landmarks

          4  Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the

          5  proposed destination of the New York Life Insurance

          6  Company Building.

          7                 Six witnesses spoke in favor of the

          8  designation, including the Chief Executive Officer

          9  of the New York Life Insurance Company, which owns

         10  the building, the company's attorney, and the

         11  company's historic consultant. Representatives of

         12  the Historic Districts Council, Landmark

         13  Conservancy, and the Society for the Architecture of

         14  the City also testified in favor of the designation.

         15                 In addition, the Commissioner

         16  received a letter of support from the Friends of

         17  Terra Cotta.  There were no speakers or letters

         18  received in opposition to this designation.

         19                 On October 24th, 2000, the Commission

         20  voted to designate the New York Life Insurance

         21  Company building a New York City landmark.

         22                 Designed by Cas Gilbert in 1926 and

         23  completed in 1928, this 40-story tower was built for

         24  the New York Life Insurance Company, one of the big

         25  three insurance companies.
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          2                 With this building Gilbert combined

          3  neogothic embellishments with the cubic geometry of

          4  the 1920s sky-scrapers, creating a strong corporate

          5  image.

          6                 The structure's guilded, pyramidal

          7  tower makes the building a distinctive contribution

          8  to the Madison Square neighborhood and the New York

          9  City skyline.

         10                 Considered the most prominent

         11  insurance company building constructed between World

         12  War 1 and the great depression, the New York Life

         13  Insurance Company building was the last signature

         14  home office building designed for an insurance

         15  company in New York City.

         16                 The Commission urges you to affirm

         17  the designation of the New York Life Insurance

         18  Company building.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Thank you.

         20                 I will note for the Commission and

         21  for my colleagues that the New York Life building is

         22  one featured in the commercials for New York Life

         23  now, they have a pretty dynamic commercial of the

         24  building of that building, the constructing of that

         25  building, which was very curiously the last really
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          2  big building in New York before the depression, or

          3  the last privately constructed big building right

          4  before the depression, and it is really quite an

          5  edifice since development sort of stopped for a

          6  period of time, other than government development,

          7  and that had a whole different style of

          8  architecture. This is sort of a snapshot in time

          9  piece.

         10                 So, questions from the Committee?

         11                 Okay, thank you.

         12                 MS. PITMAN: Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: I am going to

         14  call up Roger Lang from the Landmarks Conservancy.

         15                 We normally do this in a different

         16  order, but since you are testifying on both, Roger,

         17  we will bring you up and just trash the order while

         18  we are doing this this way.

         19                 MR. LANG: Good morning, Mr. Chairman,

         20  and members of the Subcommittee. I am Roger Lang,

         21  representing the New York Landmarks Conservancy.

         22                 The Conservancy strongly supported

         23  the Landmarks Preservation Commission's recent

         24  actions to designate two new Manhattan landmarks,

         25  the New York Life Insurance Company building at 51
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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2  Madison Avenue, front of Madison Square, and the

          3  Whitehall Building at 17 Battery Place, overlooking

          4  Battery Park.

          5                 We think these are both self-evident,

          6  gee, I thought they were already landmarks

          7  situations, so we are glad that the Commission has

          8  conferred landmark status on buildings that are

          9  already so widely appreciated, and we urge you and

         10  your colleagues on the Land Use Committee and the

         11  full City Council to affirm these designations.

         12                 In fact, we thought so highly of the

         13  New York Life building that we devoted two and a

         14  half pages and a photo of it in our recent guidebook

         15  Touring the Flat Iron, a Walking Tour Guide, written

         16  by Joyce Mendelson and published by the Conservancy

         17  in 1998. There is a photo of the building just after

         18  its construction.

         19                 We also gave its owners a merit

         20  citation in 1995, after the striking guilded pyramid

         21  which crowns the 26 story tower was restored,

         22  retiled and illuminated. We salute New York Life for

         23  its superb stewardship. The building is meticulously

         24  maintained and proudly publicized.

         25                 Since 1928, the New York Life
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          2  Insurance Company building has been one of the great

          3  architectural assets of Madison Square.

          4                 It is a mature work of a master

          5  architect, Cass Gilbert, a Minnesotan who helped

          6  define the New York City skyline: Here and downtown

          7  with the Woolworth building and 90 West Street and

          8  especially the elaborate, Beaux Arts-style U.S.

          9  Custom House.

         10                 Last year we published our latest

         11  guidebook Touring Lower Manhattan, written by Andrew

         12  Dolcart and the archivist of the Stock Exchange

         13  Steven Wheeler. It has an entry for the imposing

         14  Whitehall Building, as Amanda noted, by Henry

         15  Hardenbergh with Clinton and Russell.

         16                 In this 1910 photo, which is pretty

         17  small from where you are, it shows the Whitehall

         18  Building to be the tallest structure at the time on

         19  the waterfront at the tip of Lower Manhattan.

         20                 Once filled with shipping companies,

         21  admiralty lawyers and ship's chandlers, and the

         22  like, it remains a vital part of the new downtown,

         23  every inch a landmark.

         24                 We welcome both of these fine

         25  buildings to the City's Landmarks inventory, and we
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          2  hope you will, too.

          3                 Thank you for the opportunity to

          4  express our views, and if the Conservancy is not

          5  supporting this honorable body, I would be pleased

          6  to present these to the chairman for future

          7  reference.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Thank you, Roger.

          9                 MR. LANG: Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Questions from

         11  the Committee?

         12                 Okay. Thank you very much.

         13                 MR. LANG: Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: And we have

         15  copies of your testimony being distributed.

         16                 I would like to call a representative

         17  from Council Member Lopez, Deanne D'Alu. The New

         18  York Life Building is in Council Member Lopez'

         19  district.

         20                 Identify yourself for the record,

         21  please.

         22                 MS. D'ALU: My name is Deanne D'Alu,

         23  and I am from the Office of Councilwoman Margarita

         24  Lopez.

         25                 The Councilwoman is out of town and I
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          2  wanted to make sure it was stated for the record

          3  that she is absolutely in support of the designation

          4  of the New York Life Insurance Building, located at

          5  51 Madison Avenue, as a historic landmark.

          6                 I also just wanted to comment that

          7  when I first brought this to her attention her

          8  response was, "oh, I thought this was already

          9  landmarked."

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Thank you.

         12                 Okay, hearing no further testimony, I

         13  will restate the record and we will take a vote.

         14                 We are voting on preconsidered

         15  non-ULURP item 20015090 HKM, as in Manhattan, in

         16  Community Board 1, Landmarks Preservation Commission

         17  designation of the Whitehall building, and

         18  preconsidered non-ULURP No. 20015096 HKM, as in

         19  Manhattan, Manhattan Community Board 5, which is a

         20  preconsidered LPC designation of the New York Life

         21  Building, Council Member Lopez' district.

         22                 We will vote on these as a couple,

         23  and I will ask Acting Committee Counsel Carol Schein

         24  to call the roll.

         25                 MS. SCHEIN: Sabini.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Aye on all.

          3                 MS. SCHEIN: Wooten.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye on all.

          5                 MS. SCHEIN: Carrion.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye on all.

          7                 MS. SCHEIN: Abel.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

          9                 MS. SCHEIN: By a vote of four in the

         10  affirmative, none in the negative and no

         11  abstentions, the aforementioned items are approved

         12  and referred to the full Committee on Land Use.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: We are going to

         14  leave the record open. We expect Council Member

         15  Perkins to arrive at any moment, and I declare the

         16  meeting in recess until then, and I hope that the

         17  Council Member comes in.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 (Recess taken.)

         20                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: I will reopen the

         21  Committee meeting and announce the final vote.

         22                 MS. SCHEIN: The final vote is four in

         23  the affirmative, none in the negative, and no

         24  abstentions. The two items are approved and referred

         25  to the full Committee on Land Use.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: The items will be

          3  taken up Thursday at 11:00 a.m.

          4                 The meeting is adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 11:45 a.m.)
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