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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: This is the

          3  Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and

          4  Maritime Uses of the City Council Land Use

          5  Committee. I'm Council Member John Sabini.  The full

          6  Land Use Committee is chaired by June Eisland of the

          7  Bronx.

          8                 There are two items on today, one is

          9  on page six of the calendar today of your agenda,

         10  Land Use 1192. Queens Community Board 4, Landmarks

         11  Preservation Commission designation of the

         12  benevolent and protective order of Elks Lodge Number

         13  878, located in Council Member Sabini's district.

         14  Mine.

         15                 Land Use 1250, in Manhattan Community

         16  Board 2, Council Member Lopez, is being deferred

         17  until December 18th at 9:30.

         18                 Testimony from the Landmarks

         19  Commission on the Elks Lodge.

         20                 MS. VOIGHT: Ready?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: I'm ready.

         22                 MS. VOIGHT: Good morning. I'm Carey

         23  Voight (phonetic) from the Landmarks Commission

         24  regarding the designation of the Benevolent and

         25  Protective Order of Elks Lodge Number 878, Queens, a
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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS

          2  New York City landmark.

          3                 On April 24th, 2001, the Landmarks

          4  Commission held a public hearing on proposed

          5  designation of the Elks Lodge. Four people spoke in

          6  favor of designation, including representatives of

          7  the owners of the building, Assemblywoman Margaret

          8  Marchi, and the Historic District's Council and the

          9  Commission received a letter of support from City

         10  Council Member John Sabini.

         11                 Located prominently on Queens

         12  Boulevard in Elmhurst, the Elks Lodge was built in

         13  1923/'24 for the Benevolent and Protective Order of

         14  the Elks, a fraternal organization founded in New

         15  York City in 1868 by a group of professional

         16  educators and actors.

         17                 Modeled on the Italian Picasso type,

         18  the Elks Lodge is designed by the Balinger Company

         19  (phonetic) Philadelphia architectural firm, noted

         20  for their industrial and commercial structures.

         21                 At the time of its consideration

         22  fraternal buildings were designed to appear

         23  monumental, yet were expected to be costal

         24  (phonetic.)

         25                 Today the lodge stands remarkably
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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS

          2  intact. The Commissioner urges you refer the

          3  designation of the Elks Lodge Number 878. Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  On matters of

          5  the record, the designation is going to include the

          6  original building but not the addition, that's

          7  correct?

          8                 MS. VOIGHT: Correct.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Okay.

         10                 And included in the designation, the

         11  entranceway statue? Do you want to testify as to

         12  what the statue is used for?

         13                 MS. VOIGHT: It sounds like you know

         14  better than I do.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: We won't put that

         16  on the record. But there is a tradition of most of

         17  the members of the Elks.

         18                 MS. VOIGHT: I can only guess. Similar

         19  to the Blarney Stone, I would think.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: We, actually not

         21  similar to the Blarney Stone, because the Elks is

         22  anatomically correct. But they do do other things.

         23                 Now, I had an unofficial conversation

         24  with the Commission regarding the Elks Lodge and the

         25  interior, and I just wanted to know what the
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          2  thoughts of the Commission were regarding the

          3  interior of the Elks Lodge, which is a meeting place

          4  which will never be duplicating current

          5  architecture, I believe?

          6                 MS. VOIGHT: At the time we began

          7  conversations with Elks who were owners, they were

          8  renting that space to the New Light Church. I

          9  believe the New Light Church has since taken

         10  ownership of that building, and as you know,

         11  Landmarks' law does not permit us to designate

         12  interior spaces. So, when we began conversations

         13  they were renting that space and using it as a

         14  church, and I understand now that they own the

         15  building.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: What if the New

         17  Light Church would allow it to be designated as

         18  such?

         19                 MS. VOIGHT: It's not permitted by

         20  law.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Okay.

         22                 Questions from members of the

         23  Committee?

         24                 Okay, thank you.

         25                 MS. VOIGHT: Thank you.
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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Let me just note

          3  for the members of the Committee that the Elks Lodge

          4  was the seat of power of Queens County for many

          5  decades and many of the judges and lawyers from

          6  Queens County were members there, and, in fact, the

          7  Annual Traditional Night for Queens County is held

          8  at the Elks Lodge and it's been, for it's exterior

          9  and interior it's celebrated by leading citizens of

         10  Queens for over half a century.

         11                 Okay, with that will counsel call the

         12  roll.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         14  Sabini.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Aye.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         17  Wooten.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Yes.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         20  Abel.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         22                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

         23  three in the affirmative, none in the negative and

         24  no abstentions, LU 1192 is approved and referred to

         25  the full Committee.
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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Thank you very

          3  much.

          4                 Please remember that this item will

          5  be heard at the full Land Use Committee on the 11th

          6  of December, tomorrow, at 10:00 a.m. in the grand

          7  ballroom, and our deferred item, which is Land Use

          8  1250, will be heard December 18th at 9:30 a.m. in

          9  the Committee Room.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 11:40 a.m.)

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            9

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 10th day of December 2001.
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