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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I call the

          3  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections to

          4  order.  Will the members please take their seats?

          5  Sergeant- At- Arms, would you please get the members

          6  of Rules, Privileges and Elections Committee to take

          7  their seat?

          8                 We have on today's agenda the

          9  appointment to the New York City Planning

         10  Commission.  Pursuant to Section 192 of Chapter 8 of

         11  the New York City Charter, the City Planning

         12  Commission shall consist of the Chair and 12 other

         13  members.  The Mayor appoints the Chair and six other

         14  members, the Public Advocate appoints one member,

         15  and the five Borough Presidents each appoint one

         16  member. All the members except for the Chair are

         17  subject to the advice and consent of the City

         18  Council, and no member shall hold any other City

         19  office.

         20                 Members other than the Chair are

         21  appointed for a five- year term, except at the

         22  initial appointments were for staggered terms.  The

         23  salary of the Commissioners is $45,131, and the

         24  Chair receives a salary of $162,800 and the Vice-

         25  Chair a salary of $51,900.
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          2                 As stated in Section 192 of Chapter 8

          3  of the New York City Charter, the City Planning

          4  Commission shall be responsible for the conduct of

          5  planning relating to the orderly growth and

          6  improvement and future development of the City,

          7  including adequate and appropriate resources for the

          8  housing, business, industry, transportation,

          9  distribution, recreation, comfort, convenience,

         10  health and the welfare of its population.

         11                 Further, the Commission in Section

         12  192 (e) is given the duty of overseeing the

         13  implementations of laws that require environmental

         14  review of actions taken by the City.  The Commission

         15  is also mandated to file with the Mayor, the

         16  Council, the Public Advocate and the Borough

         17  Presidents every four years a Zoning and Planning

         18  Report.

         19                 The nominee for appointment by the

         20  Mayor is Jane Gol, who will be, who will serve as a

         21  member of the City Planning Commission for the

         22  remainder of her term, which will expire on June

         23  30th, 2005.  Next to the Memorandum is a resume

         24  about the candidate.

         25                 Ms. Gol, welcome to the Rules
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          2  Committee, and I'm sorry for your having to wait,

          3  but as I explained to you, members of this Committee

          4  were on duty in another room with another Committee.

          5    Would you like to state something before questions

          6  are asked, about this job?

          7                 MS. GOL:  Thank you, Chairman.  Good

          8  morning, Chairman Povman and members of the Rules

          9  Committee.  My name is Jane Gol, as you stated.  I

         10  would like to take this opportunity to discuss my

         11  background and my aspiration to be part of the New

         12  York City Planning Commission.

         13                 I am a native New Yorker, a child of

         14  two proud New Yorkers.  My father is a retired New

         15  York City Police Captain, a dedicated civil servant

         16  for his entire career.  I was born in Brooklyn,

         17  raised in Queens, and have spent my adult life in

         18  New York, in Manhattan.  I am currently raising my

         19  family in New York. I'm a graduate of Cornell

         20  University.

         21                 My career in New York City started

         22  with the Administration of two successful retail

         23  stores in SoHo and the Village.  I oversaw all store

         24  operations, including the management of the staff

         25  and the selection and purchasing of all the clothing
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          2  for the boutique.  The boutique was a forerunner in

          3  the establishment of SoHo as an upscale area of

          4  shops and boutiques.

          5                 Subsequent to the that I co- founder

          6  Continental Equities Group.  I have been involved in

          7  the acquisition, development, management, financing

          8  and sale of numerous commercial real estate

          9  properties.  Continental Equities has owned and

         10  operated residential units, commercial spaces,

         11  medical office facilities and retail properties

         12  along the Eastern Coast.

         13                 During my 16 years with Continental

         14  Equities, we have maintained an excellent reputation

         15  among neighborhood associations, municipalities, and

         16  tenants for our responsive, high level intensive

         17  management and integrity.  Continental Equities has

         18  specialized in repositioning under utilized

         19  properties to their full potential.  I have been

         20  involved in all aspects of financing on behalf of

         21  the properties.

         22                 In the last five years, due to the

         23  favorable market conditions, we have sold most of

         24  the real estate portfolio.  I am very excited about

         25  the chance of working on the New York City Planning
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          2  Commission.  I have always volunteered in

          3  organizations that helped children and adults.  I

          4  have always wanted to participate in public service.

          5    I think that this position would be the natural

          6  progression of my professional interest and my life

          7  long devotion to the City.

          8                 I'm dedicated to the City of New York

          9  and its continued development.  I'm committed to

         10  maintaining the quality of life we enjoy in New

         11  York.  I am certain that New York can retain its

         12  position as a world financial center, business

         13  center and cultural capital.

         14                 I look forward to working with the

         15  City Council members and community civic leaders, so

         16  that together we can address the needs of diverse

         17  communities.  I recognize that this is one of the

         18  greatest cities in the world, a city with people

         19  from many ethnic, racial and cultural backgrounds.

         20  I think it is imperative that the community leaders

         21  and the Commission work together with all of the

         22  communities throughout the boroughs.  It is

         23  necessary to maintain a balance between the existing

         24  character and quality- of- life of the community and

         25  the residential, commercial and industrial needs of
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          2  the City.

          3                 I believe that I have the skills to

          4  participate in the important decisions that the

          5  Commission will be making.  Thank you for giving me

          6  this opportunity to address the Committee.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Okay, thank you

          8  for your statement.

          9                 You know the Planning Commission is

         10  going to have a heavy burden in light of what

         11  happened on September 11th in seeing that the City

         12  restores itself and maybe even improves itself as a

         13  result of that horrendous experience.  Is this

         14  something that you feel is important with respect to

         15  your job on the Planning Commission?

         16                 MS. GOL:  Definitely.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Okay.  Now, have

         18  you or any of the companies that you have been

         19  involved in ever had any business before the City

         20  Planning Commission, any applications of any type at

         21  all?

         22                 MS. GOL:  No, we have not.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Okay.  And you

         24  understand, of course, that in the future that if

         25  you hold any other positions in real estate or any
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          2  other aspect of City contacts and a matter come

          3  before you, you would have to recuse yourself?

          4                 MS. GOL:  Of course.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Now, during the

          6  very intensive investigation that we give, we have

          7  the, I think, best investigator in the City of New

          8  York, Stewart Goldstein, because everybody complains

          9  about how thorough he is.  A minor problem came up

         10  with respect to the unincorporated business tax in

         11  an office that you maintain for your business.

         12  Could you explain what you're doing about that and

         13  how it is going to be rectified?

         14                 MS. GOL:  Right.  In 1997 my company

         15  moved its office to Long Island.  I, because I do

         16  not like to commute, maintained a personal and small

         17  business office here in Manhattan. I have told

         18  Stewart that I would be glad to abide by any

         19  decision that the Department of Finance decides.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  So there is an

         21  issue of tax law as to whether or not a tax was due

         22  at the time when that office was in New York, even

         23  though the operations were taken place outside of

         24  New York?

         25                 MS. GOL:  No, no, there is no
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          2  question why the office was in New York.  The

          3  question is when the office moved to Long Island and

          4  since that time, since I maintained a small office

          5  in New York - -

          6                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  That is what I

          7  mean, that office is the basis for the City to

          8  impose that tax.

          9                 MS. GOL:  Right and I will be sending

         10  the 1997 through 2000 tax returns either today or

         11  tomorrow.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Okay, and would

         13  you report to the Committee what the findings were

         14  by the Tax Commission?

         15                 MS. GOL:  Gladly.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Okay.  Now are

         17  there any questions by any of the Council members?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  Yes, Mr.

         19  Chairman, may I with your permission, I have a

         20  question or two?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Absolutely,

         22  Council Member Spigner.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  Yes, Ms.

         24  Gol, listening to your statement, your prepared

         25  statement, one phrase was that you believe in New
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          2  York City's racial and cultural diversity, and I

          3  respect that.

          4                 Are you aware that the City Planning

          5  Commission as currently organized, it's 13 members

          6  there is only one African American, no Latino, and

          7  no Asian, no Asian?  You have a body of 13 people

          8  with vast responsibilities as exclusively as you can

          9  compose a group, whether it would be South Africa or

         10  the deep South, you could not achieve it more

         11  effectively than New York City's City Planning

         12  Commission, totally devoid of diversity, totally

         13  unrepresentative, and we are asked to contribute to

         14  that lack of diversity by voting you as a member of

         15  that body for the next five years and excluding a

         16  member of the Asian community.

         17                 I have nothing personally against

         18  you, you have got a very lovely resume and you

         19  probably would make a very outstanding member of

         20  that body.  But I must vote against you because my

         21  conscience and the people who sent me to this

         22  Council, in fairness and equity argues clearly that

         23  I must vote against you or anyone else that the

         24  Mayor sends until this body has more diversity and

         25  more reflective of New York City's population.
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          2                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  I would just

          4  like to add that whenever there has been some

          5  inequity in terms of the balancing of any Commission

          6  that has come before us, we have always sent a

          7  message through the Mayor's representatives that

          8  they should take that into consideration when the

          9  next appointments are made. Sometimes the Mayor has

         10  and sometimes he has not, but the Mayor, of course,

         11  is responsible for the composition of the Board.

         12  The City Council is really here to determine the

         13  qualifications of the members, who was sent down is

         14  really the responsibility of the Mayor, and while

         15  Mr. Spigner is absolutely correct that it is

         16  completely unbalanced, I do not think that you

         17  should be held responsible in any way because you're

         18  the Mayoral appointment.

         19                 Any one else?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER:  A point of

         21  personal.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Yes.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER:  I did not say

         24  that she was responsible, I respect her.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Right.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER:  But our Mayor,

          3  this Council has an obligation too, equally

          4  responsible to the Mayor, we have the responsibility

          5  of advice and consent, Sir.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Council Member

          7  Kathryn Freed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED:  Thank you, Mr.

          9  Chair.  Good morning.

         10                 MS. GOL:  Good morning.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED:  Anyway, yes, I

         12  was reading through your resume and I see that you

         13  do have a background in real estate but that a lot

         14  of that is outside of the City.  And since the City

         15  Planning is responsible for ruling on land use and

         16  certainly requires, I would say an in- depth

         17  knowledge of zoning and planning, I'm wondering if

         18  you have that background, or if you do, how you

         19  obtained that background?

         20                 MS. GOL:  I think that real estate,

         21  whether it be in the City of New York or outside the

         22  City of New York, there is the municipalities and

         23  the communities to deal with, and my background has

         24  been in smaller communities, and in a sense New York

         25  is made up of many smaller communities.  And then
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          2  there is a more global vision of the City and its

          3  development as a whole.  So I think I bring a great

          4  strength with my knowledge of working with smaller

          5  communities into a big city.  I think the Councilman

          6  was pointing out that we want to represent different

          7  groups, I have worked with many different groups in

          8  smaller communities with very diversified

          9  populations.  And I think that could bring a

         10  strength to the community and a fresh new approach.

         11                 As far as reading the material by the

         12  zoning, that is a question of putting in the time,

         13  which I'm more than happy to do.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED:  Okay, because

         15  I was going to ask, again, not only if you were

         16  familiar with the zoning resolution, but if you had

         17  any feelings about rewriting the zoning resolution

         18  or any attitudes about how you would like to see it

         19  change?

         20                 MS. GOL:  Right.  I would like to

         21  take the time to carefully study it and study the

         22  situation as it has changed in the recent times, and

         23  then make a determination of that.  I would not, it

         24  would be sort of like voting on a jury without

         25  having all of the facts.  I would like to see where,
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          2  what exactly the issues that come up and I would

          3  study them and vote accordingly with the other

          4  members of the Commission.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED:  And you will

          6  be doing this full time or you will be doing other

          7  things as well?

          8                 MS. GOL:  I have, I will be doing

          9  this almost full time at this point.  As I said, I'm

         10  not responsible for any management, day- to- day

         11  management of any of the properties any longer, so I

         12  can devote as much time as necessary.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED:  Thank you.

         14                 MS. GOL:  And I'm happy to.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED:  Council Member

         16  Michels.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Thank you

         18  very much, Mr. Povman, Mr. Chairman.

         19                 I come with your being in front of

         20  your appointment with prejudice towards you and

         21  because I'm a fellow Cornelian and I would like to

         22  see the other Cornelian get in.  But I'm looking, I

         23  have read your record very carefully, I have

         24  listened to your statement.  What exactly did you do

         25  in Continental Equities, what was your duties there?
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          2                 MS. GOL:  We owned and managed

          3  commercial properties, predominantly shopping

          4  centers in rural communities. I was involved in the

          5  day- to- day management of leasing construction

          6  aspects.  We have renovated properties.  I have been

          7  involved in the overseeing of the renovation.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Just excuse

          9  me for one moment.  Could you go on to someone,

         10  please?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Yes, okay.  Any

         12  other questions for the candidate?  Okay, we will

         13  take a short break, a recess.

         14                 MS. GOL:  Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  While we're

         16  waiting, I would like to tell the representative of

         17  the Mayor that what Mr. Spigner has said, I think it

         18  is quite important in ensuring that this City sticks

         19  together and makes certain that there is fair

         20  representation on every agency, that is number one.

         21                 And number two, Mayor's candidates

         22  have been before whom we have approved of the last

         23  few months, and yet they have not been sworn in by

         24  the Mayor, and we do not know why that is taking

         25  place.  Because they're his candidates and it's not
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          2  like we're holding back on anything, we approve them

          3  and we're just surprised that he has not taken

          4  action on them, and we were wondering why that is

          5  so?  If it is a question of his being extremely

          6  busy, I could understand that, but they're all his

          7  candidates, and once they're approved then I can see

          8  it taking that long to just sign the necessary

          9  papers and to administrated the oath.

         10                 So I would appreciate if you would

         11  carry that down to him.

         12                 Mr. Michels.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Yes, I'm

         14  back.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Okay.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  I'm just

         17  questioning exactly what you, yourself did, I'm

         18  trying to find out what your background experience

         19  is, what actually you did?  Because it is very

         20  sparsely here.  One of them - -

         21                 MS. GOL:  Management, leasing, - -

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  What do you

         23  mean by management, that is a broad term?

         24                 MS. GOL:  Management is the

         25  administration of the day- to- day management.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  You would go

          3  down to the businesses, to see the businesses, work

          4  on them.

          5                 MS. GOL:  Exactly, visit the shopping

          6  centers on a regular basis, receive the income of

          7  the shopping centers, deal with potential tenants,

          8  leasing agents, - -

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  I see.

         10                 MS. GOL: - -  construction matters.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Almost like

         12  a landlord, what a landlord does.

         13                 MS. GOL:  Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Okay.  Do

         15  you have any background in City Planning at all, any

         16  courses, any education in City Planning?

         17                 MS. GOL:  The only background I have

         18  is being my entire life in New York, being a

         19  daughter of a civil servant and the issues that are

         20  involved in New York.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  But nothing

         22  in City Planning, itself?

         23                 MS. GOL:  No, I have not worked in

         24  City Planning in New York.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Do you have
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          2  any background in environmental, issues involving

          3  the environment?  Because I'm looking at the duties

          4  of the City Planning Commission, and one of the

          5  duties is to oversee and coordinate environment

          6  reviews under the City Environment Quality Review

          7  Act.  I'm just wondering do you have any

          8  qualifications for that?

          9                 MS. GOL:  I think I have the same

         10  qualifications as anybody that is not an

         11  environmental studies major that I would read

         12  through the issues.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Did you ever

         14  do anything that as far as the environment was

         15  concerned?  I'm speaking as the Chairman of the

         16  Environmental Committee of the City Council.

         17                 MS. GOL:  Right, right.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  And the City

         19  that is just suffering devastating environmental

         20  consequences.  In fact I'm having a full hearing

         21  tomorrow starting at 10 o'clock, all day, on the

         22  environmental consequences of the tragedy on

         23  September 11th.

         24                 MS. GOL:  Right, I understand what

         25  you're speaking about.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  I just want

          3  to know if you have any background on environmental

          4  issues?

          5                 MS. GOL:  Not on environmental issues

          6  as such.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Okay.  Have

          8  you any background in zoning regulations?

          9                 MS. GOL:  Only where it has been

         10  relevant to the properties I have been working on.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  But none

         12  overall, you have never studied any courses or

         13  anything on that at Cornell or any other place?

         14                 MS. GOL:  Well, I have studied at

         15  Cornell, as part of my education, I was involved as

         16  a student at looking into handicapped access issues,

         17  and I was working as a volunteer as a student on

         18  those issues.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  What was

         20  your major at Cornell?

         21                 MS. GOL:  Child Development.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Child

         23  Development.  So you have not prepared any zoning

         24  and planning reports, you have not been involved in

         25  any long range planning for the City.  Have you ever
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          2  been involved in developing capital strategies?

          3                 MS. GOL:  I have been involved in

          4  development of capital strategies for the properties

          5  and the communities that I have been involved in.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Let me ask

          7  you this, prior to 1997, when did Continental

          8  Equities go into business?

          9                 MS. GOL:  1985.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  1985, and

         11  subsequently it's an unincorporated business

         12  association; is that right?

         13                 MS. GOL:  Excuse me?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  It's an

         15  unincorporated business corporation.

         16                 MS. GOL:  Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  And you did

         18  file tax returns from 1985 to 1997 when you stopped

         19  filing them?

         20                 MS. GOL:  In New York City or?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  In New York

         22  City.

         23                 MS. GOL:  In New York City, of

         24  course.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  The
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          2  unincorporated business is in New York City.

          3                 MS. GOL:  Right, all of the filings

          4  are timely.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Then you

          6  stopped in 1997 because you took in a partner or

          7  something?

          8                 MS. GOL:  No, no, we have been a

          9  partnership, we were located in New York City from

         10  1985 until 1997, and then we moved all of the

         11  records and all the activities of the company out to

         12  Long Island.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  But you did

         14  maintain an office in New York.

         15                 MS. GOL:  I maintained an office in

         16  New York because of personal reasons, I wanted to

         17  maintain my non- commuting status.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: But it is

         19  still a corporate office and you take off the

         20  expenses of that office from the corporation taxes.

         21                 MS. GOL:  Right, which is why I told

         22  Mr. Goldstein that - -

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  I

         24  understand.

         25                 MS. GOL:  The filings have all been
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          2  done timely, and we will send everything in and we

          3  will abide by it.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Now when you

          5  ceased to pay the unincorporated business

          6  association tax in New York in 1997, did you get an

          7  opinion from everyone, anyone to the effect that you

          8  could do that?

          9                 MS. GOL:  Of course, that was at the

         10  advice of my accountant.  Actually I was not even

         11  aware that we did not file them until Mr. Goldstein

         12  brought it up.  We filed everything that we're

         13  supposed to file.  So according to my accountant at

         14  that point that was an unnecessary filing.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  But you say

         16  you were not aware of the fact that you were not

         17  filing them.

         18                 MS. GOL:  Right, we, no, we go

         19  through our tax returns, it was never brought out

         20  that it was something we had to file, so we did not

         21  file.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Your

         23  accountant never told you, you have to file.

         24                 MS. GOL:  No, I may not have to.

         25  That is why Mr. Goldstein - -
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  I do not

          3  know if you do or not.

          4                 MS. GOL:  I do not know either, and

          5  if I have to, I will, and if I do not have to, I

          6  will not.  Literally if they had brought it up to us

          7  a week ago, it is a none issue.  It would have

          8  remained a none issue if it had been resolved - -

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Well that is

         10  for us to determine.

         11                 MS. GOL:  No, no, I'm saying it's a

         12  none issue because if it is due, we will file it.

         13  If it's not due, we will not.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  I understand

         15  that.

         16                 MS. GOL:  That is what I'm saying.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  If we had

         18  not this hearing, it would never have become an

         19  issue in the first place.

         20                 MS. GOL:  Or had it been brought to

         21  my attention a week earlier, then I may have

         22  resolved it a week before and it would have been a

         23  none issue.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  But you

         25  never asked the Department of Finance for an opinion
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          2  as to whether or not you are required to file it?

          3                 MS. GOL:  I'm assuming my accountant

          4  did.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  You assume,

          6  but you never asked him?

          7                 MS. GOL:  Did I ask my accountant?

          8  No, because I did not think it was due.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Okay, I

         10  think someone wants to, do you want to consult with

         11  her?  Okay, okay, I have no further questions, thank

         12  you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Any further

         14  questions of the candidate?  Hearing none, we will

         15  have a roll call.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Povman.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Yes, I'm voting

         18  aye for Jane Gol, the choice of the Mayor.  I do not

         19  feel that it is necessary to have 100 percent

         20  knowledge of the operations of the City Planning

         21  Commission.  I think it is good to have sometimes

         22  people who are more on the lay side than on the

         23  professional side because they have a broader view

         24  of things than the people on the Commission.

         25                 And so far as her being an
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          2  appointment of the Mayor on a Commission that is not

          3  balanced, I think that Council Member Spigner is 100

          4  percent right, and I think that the Mayor should be

          5  faulted for not seeing that this Commission, which

          6  is so important in City life, is not balanced out to

          7  be fair to all communities.

          8                 But I do vote aye, I think this

          9  candidate has the requisite qualifications for the

         10  job.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Spigner.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  May I be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Council Member

         15  Spigner.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  I just want

         17  to clarify my statement that I made earlier, when I

         18  used the South and South Africa as examples, I meant

         19  the South during the darkest days of oppression and

         20  slavery, and I meant, South Africa during the

         21  darkest days of - -, you will not find as an example

         22  of a restricted body as our City Planning Commission

         23  is currently constituted.

         24                 City Planning Commission has wide

         25  responsibilities. I'm just looking at the list of
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          2  zoning, setting minimum standards for form and

          3  contented plans for the development of the City and

          4  boroughs, wide responsibility.  And how our Mayor or

          5  his advisors could consistently, I spoke, I made the

          6  same speech two weeks ago when Mr. Rose was

          7  appointed to replace Albert Ebony, a black man from

          8  Queens, another rich guy from Manhattan, another

          9  rich white guy, and I'm just not, I'm using that the

         10  same way I might used Mr. Ebony as a black guy,

         11  there is no diversity in that body, and this Council

         12  should not entertain this nomination.

         13                 I vote no.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Berman.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN:  Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:  May I be

         18  excused to explain my vote?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Council Member

         20  Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:  I echo Mr.

         22  Spigner's sentiments.  I feel not only is this the

         23  Mayor's responsibility, but I think it is the

         24  Council's responsibility that we have not as a

         25  Council pushing him vigorously for diversity.  I

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            28

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  believe this is a wonderful person, and it hurts me

          3  to vote against her.  I'm not voting against her,

          4  I'm voting against the system that is rotten.

          5                 I vote no.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Michels.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  Chair, may I

          8  be temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Council Member

         10  Michels.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS:  We find

         12  ourselves in this City in a terrible crisis, where

         13  the biggest thing facing all of us is the disaster

         14  and catastrophe that happened on September 11th,

         15  which is going to require us to not only tighten our

         16  belt buckles as far as finances are concerned, that

         17  is more on that, but to almost have to rebuild one

         18  of the most important parts of our City, which

         19  requires great knowledge and skills, and as is going

         20  to require the cooperation of the City Planning

         21  Commission for planning in the future and to doing

         22  what has to be done now.

         23                 In ordinary times I would have no

         24  problem with this nomination.  But in response to

         25  the questions I have asked and looking at the
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          2  resume, I just feel that we need somebody who has

          3  long range planning experience, who understands

          4  capital strategy, who understands the environmental

          5  problems we have, and who has had something to do

          6  with repairing zoning and planning reports and

          7  approving acquisitions, whatever has to be done.

          8                 And I find with the witness, the

          9  nominee is a personable, intelligent and a person

         10  who has been in business, I just find her utterly

         11  without experience needed at these times, and I vote

         12  no.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Eisland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND:  Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  O'Donovan.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN:  Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Freed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED:  If I may be

         19  excused to explain my vote?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Yes, Council

         21  Member Freed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED:  Thank you.

         23  Well I believe that Ms. Gol is probably well

         24  intentioned, and you know, may indeed be willing to

         25  put in the time to learn what has to be done on City
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          2  Planning.  First this is the foremost body in the

          3  City, which is burdened with the number of

          4  responsibilities, including long range planning,

          5  including everything from, also looking at the

          6  responsibilities, developing a ten- year capital

          7  strategy.  I had asked about her background in

          8  zoning and I actually do not believe, although I do

          9  believe certainly New York City is a city of small

         10  communities, I do not believe you can apply that on

         11  a zoning or citywide basis.

         12                 I, also, am very, very cognizant of

         13  the fact I represent the District that has the World

         14  Trade Center and there are a lot of real needs that

         15  we need.  And quite frankly, particularly with the

         16  changes, change over in the Council and in the City,

         17  I think we need very well qualified, experienced

         18  people who know something about City Planning and

         19  ULURP and zoning and have some plan or some vision

         20  for where we're going.

         21                 And with all due respect I'm not sure

         22  that we have time for on the job training right now.

         23    So I feel I do have to vote no.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Ognibene.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE:  Thank you.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            31

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  May I be excused to explain my vote?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  Council Member

          4  Ognibene.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE:  I had a

          6  great deal of respect for my colleague Archie

          7  Spigner, and if you listen, I think there is just a

          8  tremendous merit to what he has to say and somebody

          9  ought to begin to take that into consideration.

         10  There are many, many qualified candidates I think

         11  that should be screened, but again, I do not think

         12  the present candidate ought to be victimized by

         13  that, but I think that there is a message that is

         14  here and that somebody ought to listen to it.

         15                 With that I say, aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  The Speaker, Mr.

         17  Vallone.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE:  Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  The vote stands at 6

         20  in the affirmative, 4 in the negative, and no

         21  abstentions.  The item is adopted, please sign the

         22  reports.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 12:25 p.m.)

         24

         25
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