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          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON ROBLES: The Committee on

          3  Health is now in session. Good morning, and welcome

          4  to the Health Committee, the hearing on proposed

          5  Intro. No. 864. I am Council Member Robles, the

          6  Chair of this Committee that I am privileged to

          7  chair, and I am even more honored to see the Speaker

          8  sitting next to me.

          9                 As many of you know, this Council

         10  adopted a bill that would require that any

         11  government corporation funded by New York City that

         12  operates health facilities use peace officers to

         13  perform the duties of special officer, senior

         14  special officer and hospital security officer.

         15                 Mayor Giuliani vetoed this bill on

         16  March 7th, 2001. This Committee has held a number of

         17  hearings on proposed outsourcing of security

         18  services in HHC hospitals. At these hearings we have

         19  heard about the kind of incidents that occur in HHC

         20  facilities, such as sexual assaults, attempted

         21  escape of prisoners, robbery and possession of

         22  narcotics. HHC police has been there to arrest the

         23  perpetrators of these incidents.

         24                 We have also seen pictures of

         25  hundreds upon hundreds of weapons brought into HHC
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          2  facilities, frequently for the purpose of harming a

          3  patient or staff member of the hospital.

          4                 Again, HHC officers have been there

          5  to confiscate these weapons.

          6                 HHC police officers have been able to

          7  make these arrests and confiscate these weapons

          8  because they are a professional body of law

          9  enforcers with proper training. HHC police are peace

         10  officers, and are authorized by the state to make

         11  arrests and perform searches without a warrant to

         12  seize weapons and to use physical force when

         13  necessary.

         14                 Because this chair and the Speaker,

         15  the prime sponsor, and the Council is convinced of

         16  the necessity of employing security personnel with

         17  peace officer status to protect the health, safety

         18  and property of the patients, staff and visitors of

         19  HHC facilities, we will be voting today to pass this

         20  bill out of the Health Committee once again so that

         21  the entire Council may vote to override the Mayor's

         22  veto.

         23                 I now have the privilege and the

         24  honor to turn to the prime sponsor, the Speaker of

         25  the Council of the City of New York, for any remarks
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          2  you would like to make.

          3                 Mr. Speaker.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

          5  As you say, Mr. Chair, my fellow Committee members,

          6  it seems like we've been here before, including Carl

          7  Hanes, Annette Vancuso and many people I see in the

          8  audience. And thank you, again, for being here.

          9                 I will read this into the record

         10  because we need a record when we override a veto.

         11  And as you say, we are here today because we are

         12  faced with an important issue, safety in our City

         13  hospitals and health facilities.

         14                 Today this Committee will vote again

         15  on Intro. 864 because the Mayor has chosen to veto

         16  this essential legislation.

         17                 The Council has already adopted this

         18  legislation, but we are here again today because the

         19  Mayor has chosen to put hospital safety at risk.

         20                 This legislation will require

         21  publicly-funded hospitals and health facilities to

         22  utilize peace officers, and as a prime sponsor,

         23  obviously, I encourage its passage.

         24                 Every year hundreds of thousands of

         25  patients come to HHC facilities to receive
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          2  treatment. Twenty-four hours a day, seven days a

          3  week, the 11 acute care HHC facilities are filled

          4  with a steady flow of patients, visitors and staff.

          5  And for more than 20 years the peace officers of HHC

          6  have consistently provided protection for all of

          7  them.

          8                 Time and time again peace officers

          9  have confiscated weapons, prevented incidents and

         10  generally made HHC facilities safer environments.

         11  They have served our City and served it well. Now,

         12  merely to save money, HHC wants to replace these

         13  peace officers with private security guards, and

         14  this is an outrage, because instead of rewarding

         15  these men and women for a job well done, HHC wants

         16  to get rid of them for a cheaper alternative, and I

         17  don't believe you can put a price tag on safety.

         18                 Our peace officers are specially

         19  trained, and they have the ability and the authority

         20  to issue summonses, make arrests and use the means

         21  necessary to prevent crime. Rent a cops do not.

         22                 If a rent a cop witnessed a dangerous

         23  situation, he or she would do what you or I would

         24  do, call 911. Under HHC's security privatization

         25  plan, safety would not be immediate. It would be a
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          2  phone call away. Why would anyone choose such a plan

          3  when currently peace officers provide immediate law

          4  enforcement protection? As a City we would never

          5  make this choice, and we will not let HHC make it

          6  either.

          7                 When people visit the hospital, they

          8  should be worried about getting better, not about

          9  security, and that's exactly, Mr. Chairperson, my

         10  colleagues, what this legislation is intended to do.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Speaker.

         14                 Let me introduce my colleagues,

         15  members of this Committee and also colleagues who

         16  have joined us and have supported this bill. Let me

         17  start with members of the Committee first. To my

         18  extreme right, from the Bronx, Council Member Pedro

         19  Espada, the ranking minority member of this

         20  Committee, Council Member from Staten Island,

         21  Council Member Jim Oddo. Council Member from

         22  Manhattan and the Bronx, Council Member Phil Reed, I

         23  almost blew that one. And also Council Member

         24  Sheldon Leffler from Queens. I see Council Member

         25  Una Clarke, who is the Chair of the
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          2  Subcommittee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation

          3  and Alcoholism Services of this Committee, from

          4  Brooklyn. And also Council Member Chris Quinn, who

          5  is a member of this Committee from Manhattan, is

          6  next door, and I will call her out when we move to

          7  vote. She is also a member of the other Committee

          8  that is in session right now.

          9                 Those Council members who are not

         10  members of the Committee but has joined us, Council

         11  Member Kathryn Freed from Manhattan. I see Council

         12  Member Margarita Lopez, from Manhattan also, and I

         13  don't see anyone else.

         14                 The question before this Committee is

         15  shall Intro. 864 pass, the objections of the Mayor

         16  notwithstanding. So, to my colleagues, in terms of

         17  the vote, we will couple on one vote, a vote to

         18  readopt Intro. 864 and to file M.1078, and having

         19  said that, let me call upon Judith, because I don't

         20  see the clerk.

         21                 Let's go. We're ready to take the

         22  vote.

         23                 Let me, once again, for the purpose

         24  of our distinguished clerk, the question before the

         25  Committee is shall Intro. 864 pass, the objections
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          2  of the Mayor notwithstanding. We will couple on one

          3  vote, the vote to readopt Intro. 864 and to file

          4  M.1078. Will the clerk call the roll.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON ROBLES: On behalf of the

          7  Speaker and this Chair, I vote yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: May I please

         10  be excused to explain my vote?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON ROBLES: Council Member

         12  Leffler, for the purposes of explaining his vote.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Okay.

         14                 The Mayor has asserted that security

         15  in the hospitals can be attained by other personnel

         16  who would be paid less and that that would save the

         17  City's money.

         18                 I have been following this issue for

         19  several years, because we just had a hearing on this

         20  in the Public Safety Committee, I believe at the

         21  very end of the last Council, and I have never seen

         22  a presentation by the Administration which

         23  substantiates that underlying assertion. That being

         24  the case, it seems to me that when you are in good

         25  hands you hold on. It's important that we have a

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            9

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  level of security when prisoners are put into the

          3  hospital. They can jeopardize many different people,

          4  including other patients and medical personnel in

          5  the hospital. So, in the absence of a persuasive

          6  showing by the Mayor that privatization is

          7  risk-free, or at least is competitive, it seems to

          8  me that the prudent thing to do is continue as we

          9  are. So, I vote aye.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON ROBLES: Continue the roll

         11  call.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: May I be

         14  excused to explain my vote?

         15                 CHAIRPERSON ROBLES: Council Member

         16  Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I think that

         18  this issue is one of both safety and protection, not

         19  only of employees, but of the public who use the

         20  hospital, and I would hate to know that some private

         21  security firm that something happened, and then we

         22  are looking for the person, they have disappeared

         23  because they have no vested interest, and because in

         24  my mind they are no more than temporary workers.

         25                 It is for this reason that, where I
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          2  come from they talk about people being pound-wise

          3  and penny foolish or robbing Peter to pay Paul,

          4  either way you are in a loose, loose situation, I

          5  want to make sure that all of the public hospitals

          6  feel secure with the security that is there, that we

          7  know who is accountable to us and for that reason I

          8  have been a prime sponsor. I believe that the

          9  security force in the hospital is as important as

         10  any other personnel in the hospital, and it is

         11  because I am firmly convinced of that that I vote

         12  aye.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON ROBLES: Continue the roll

         14  call.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Can I be

         21  excused to explain my vote?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON ROBLES: Council Member

         23  Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

         25  First let me apologize for jumping in and out, I am
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          2  also a member of the Land Use Committee which is

          3  meeting next door, I am hearing a matter in my

          4  district.

          5                 Before I vote, I just want to say

          6  that this step in the override process is absolutely

          7  a matter of public safety but I think we all need to

          8  be very clear that the attempt to privatize and

          9  dismantle the security force in the Health and

         10  Hospitals Corporation is not just a matter of public

         11  safety, it is a matter of public health, and I

         12  believe it is another example of what has been a

         13  close to eight-year war on our public hospitals. It

         14  is just another example of the Giuliani

         15  Administration's commitment to doing away with

         16  quality free life-saving health care for people in

         17  this City who need it, particularly those who are

         18  seniors, those who are young, those who are not

         19  insured and who are under insured.

         20                 So, make no mistake, what we do here

         21  today is the same thing we will hopefully do in a

         22  few months in the budget, or we do legislatively,

         23  when we move to prevent, you know, the closing of

         24  child health clinics and other clinics. This is

         25  another victory in another winning of a battle in
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          2  what will be I think until December 31st, 2001, a

          3  war on our public hospitals in the City of New York.

          4  So, towards that end and towards all the battles

          5  that lie ahead, I vote aye and look forward to

          6  overriding this veto in the full Council.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON ROBLES: Continue the roll

          9  call.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: (Not using

         12  microphone.) I abstain.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of

         14  six in the affirmative, none in the negative and one

         15  abstention, the item is readopted.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON ROBLES: Seeing no more

         17  business before this Committee, I close this

         18  hearing.

         19                 (Hearing concluded at 10:45 a.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the
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         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.
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