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Good afternoon and thank you Chair Moya and members of the Subcommittee, 

I am New York State Senator Velmanette Montgomery and I represent Senate District 25 
where Sunset Park and the Industry City site is located. Today I make myself present as a 
full supporter of Industry City’s rezoning proposal.  

For more than 50 years, Industry City has remained a heavy manufacturing zoning site, 
which has limited the extent to which it serves the community and utilizes its vital waterfront. 
Industry City’s rezoning proposal is not a choice between a rezoning and nothing. It is a 
choice between a rezoning with sizeable locked-in benefits (protected manufacturing, 
reduced retail, and job training and placement) vs an as-of-right alternative with unlimited 
office and millions of square feet of last-mile delivery warehouses. As many of you may 
know, I have been a strong advocate for the thoughtful and responsible preservation of 
Brooklyn’s working waterfront. Industry City’s rezoning proposal is the right project to 
elevate both the waterfront and our community.  

Industry City’s commitment to the community is unquestionable. They took part in more 
community engagement than any other developer I have ever met and they crafted their 
proposal to directly reflect Community Board 7’s 197A Waterfront Plan.   

As of today, Industry City:  
 

 Serves hundreds of local job seekers through their Innovation Lab. The Lab is an 
integrated employment and business development center, which provides local job 
seekers access to career training and job placement.  
 

 Provides space that has allowed new and small businesses to grow and serve the 
community. 
 

 Removed hotels and reduced the amount of retail space from their original rezoning 
plan, as requested by the community.  
 

 Supports green jobs and sustainable development on the waterfront. They have 
partnered with the Red Hook Container Terminal, New York State Energy Research 
& Development Agency and New York City Economic Development Corporation to 
redevelop the South Brooklyn Marine Terminal in order to serve as a port that will 
service the offshore wind industry, which NYSERDA will be creating. NYSERDA is 
an authority committed to bringing offshore clean, green and renewable energy to 
the State of New York. Thanks to Industry City’s role in the adjacent South Brooklyn 
Marine Terminal, hundreds of high-quality green jobs in the offshore wind and 
maritime industry are coming to our community. 
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 Is committed to creating educational and professional pathways to maritime and 
STEAM careers for young people. Before joining Industry City, Andrew Kimball was 
President and CEO of the Brooklyn Navy Yard Development Corporation, where he 
led the revitalization of the industrial and manufacturing complex and was directly 
involved in laying the groundwork for the Brooklyn STEAM Center Navy Yard. During 
the revitalization of the Navy Yard, space that met the required zoning variance was 
created in order to allow for educational and vocational purposes. Today the Brooklyn 
STEAM Center is the only program of its kind that is embedded inside a 
manufacturing hub and grants its young attendees access to over 400 businesses 
and a 300-acre industrial park as an additional feature of their learning environment. 
This zoning proposal would ensure that similar programs can be replicated at Industry 
City.  
 

 They have forged partnerships with academic institutions; including the New York 
City College of Technology and potentially Kingsborough Community College, in their 
commitment to establish a public technical school and an adult education center once 
the rezoning takes place. 
 

Several years ago, I initiated a number of important community conversations around the future 
of the working waterfront. I hosted a series of extremely productive workshops and working 
group meetings to discuss our goals and interests for redeveloping the waterfront. What we 
heard over and over was that we needed waterfront development that was reflective of the 
community’s interests, that was inclusive, that was sustainable and could support the growth of 
green jobs, that protected permanent job-creating spaces from becoming luxury housing and 
condos and that whatever was built had mechanisms for ensuring local residents could benefit 
from any new jobs created. I believe this rezoning plan meets these requests. 
 
It is important to mention that not only does the plan restore job creation to the Sunset Park 
waterfront but it does so with hundreds of millions in private investment and no public 
subsidies. Today, if you’ve listened carefully to Mr. Kimball – who, by the way, I worked with 
closely during his tenure at the Brooklyn Navy Yard and who fulfilled every commitment he ever 
made in revitalizing that waterfront site – you can see exactly why I have chosen to offer my full 
support.  

After a career spent fighting to preserve our working waterfront and creating new 
employment pathways, I do believe in my heart that this is what is best for Sunset Park, for 
Brooklyn and for New York City. I urge you to join me in support of this proposal.  Thank 
you. 
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To Whom It May Concern:

I'm writing in support of Industry City. After spending more than 15 years in the garment
center in Manhattan we moved our headquarters to Industry City in January 2014. Since
moving here we have seen what was once an underutilized, isolated and somewhat imposing
area grow into a bustling, integrated and inspiring campus.

When we first visited Industry City, the team described to us how they would invest in
building upgrades, landscaping, new business development and community programming -
from job training and placement to live music and food fairs. It has been refreshing to see their
promises kept. 

Industry City continues to demonstrate its commitment to support the growth of a community
centric ecosystem built around a progressive combination of local residents and commuters
alike. From free seminars on how to build a robust e-commerce business to family centric
Saturday concerts it is invigorating to build our small business in an environment that is as
energetic during the week as on weekends.

We have collaborated with Industry City on several initiatives from sample sale events to the
build out of an in-house factory so we could increase our production capacity and create new
jobs. During Covid-19 Industry City has been a supportive partner during a very stressful time,
even donating space to house fabrics we used to make over 500,000 PPE gowns with over 300
employees working in 5 neighboring factories here in South Brooklyn.

Change can be fraught with uncertainty. Industry City has proven to be committed to building
an ecosystem encompassing job creation, education and relationship building events all in an
effort to strengthen the community at large.

Sincerely, 
Malia Mills
                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                      

Malia Mills
Malia Mills |  Founder
212 354 4200

maliamills.com  |  instagram  |  love thy differences™
bra sized swimwear separates + clothing.  hell yes.

mailto:malia@maliamills.com
mailto:landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov
http://maliamills.com/
https://www.instagram.com/maliamillsnyc/
https://www.maliamills.com/pages/about-us



malia mills studio  |  32 33rd street unit 13 floor 5 brooklyn, ny 11232
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Greetings,

My name is Kimberly Massiah and I am a resident of Brooklyn. I am asking you to vote “NO”
on Industry City’s rezoning application. Right now, a small group of private landlords are
trying to transform the largest working-class industrial waterfront into a destination for large
luxury stores, corporate tenants, and hotels. The jobs they have promised are highly dubious.
You really want to add more luxury retail while our neighbors struggle to afford food for their
families? This project will cause speculation and a decrease in affordability in Sunset Park,
displacing long-term tenants and small businesses. They already own 16 buildings and 35
acres of space. Why do they need more?

I stand with the residents of Sunset Park and I urge you to say NO to this private waterfront
plan and that you instead support us in our work for a community-led process to plan the
future of Brooklyn’s waterfront communities. You’ll be supporting the voices of more than
5,000 members of the Sunset Park community, Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez, State
Senator Zellnor Myrie, and Council Member Carlos Menchaca who have voiced their
opposition to the Industry City plan.  You can see the full letter about our rejection of Industry
City’s plan here: https://www.protectsunsetpark.org/endorsements 

The fate and future of our waterfront is in your hands. Please act to protect Sunset Park and
the working people of Brooklyn for 2030 and beyond. 
Grateful for you,
Kimberly

Flower Essence Therapy for Soul Blossoming

http://sunderashni.com 
http://minkabrooklyn.com

“Do you already know that your existence--who and how you are--is in and of itself a contribution to the
people and place around you? Not after or because you do some particular thing, but simply the miracle of your
life."-Adrienne Maree Brown

Upcoming Events
 Light Language Initiation 

Level II September 25th and 26th
Keys to Consciousness: 6 week Tarot Immersion starts September 15th

Tapping In: Weekly EFT and Somatic Session on Wednesdays Evenings at 630pm EST
MINKA Brooklyn FB or IG Live

Cosmic Moon Magic, September 18th 7pm EST 
 Circles of Support, For BIPOC Women, September 17th, 7pm EST
All Workshops take online via  MINKA Brooklyn unless noted

mailto:lovingseeds@gmail.com
mailto:landusetestimony@council.nyc.gov
https://www.protectsunsetpark.org/endorsements
http://sunderashni.com/
http://minkabrooklyn.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MINKAbrooklyn/?eid=ARBxEVB1PmueYeZriikzmGougkZA6l7DjuXxsaaN9ZwPvBcdduD2H0V2WJ7D3dEcg9Gs-JgyYyt8QOHV
http://minkabrooklyn.com/fullcalendar?view=calendar&month=06-2020
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