MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

Type of legislation:
Resolution

Submitted by:

Council Member De Blasio

Title:
Resolution urging urging Mayor Bloomberg not to reject a waiver offered by the federal and State governments that would expand access to food stamps for hungry New Yorkers.

Reasons for support:
New York City is in the midst of a national recession the efects of which have been amplified by the World Trade Center Attack.  As a result it has been estimated that the City has lost over 100,000 jobs. The federal government, in an effort to help localities address the impact of the recession and attendant job losses, has offered New York a waiver of its restrictions regarding food stamp eligibility for Able Bodied Adults Without Dependants (the “ABAWD Waiver”).  Unfortunately, the Bloomberg administration has signalled that it will reject the waiver.  This resolution urges the Mayor not to reject the waiver as it will provide needed relief from the economic difficulties that have been caused by the recession and the September 11 terrorist attack. 
