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INT. NO. 757-A
BY: Council Members Provenzano, Koslowitz, Marshall, McCaffrey, Robinson, Sabini, Spigner, White, Watkins, Wooten, Abel, Golden, Ognibene and Stabile; also Council Members Berman, Eisland, Leffler, Nelson, O’Donovan and Povman
TITLE:  
In relation to naming eleven public thoroughfares and public places, Harold Rapkin Plaza, Borough of The Bronx, The Ramblersville-Hawtree Memorial Bridge, Borough of Queens, Donna and Michele Blanchard Plaza, Borough of Brooklyn, Arthur Hayes Way, Borough of Queens, Teddy White Place, Borough of Queens, John Downing Park, Borough of Queens, Boulevard of Bravery, Borough of Queens, Lawrence Virgilio Playground, Borough of Queens, Fred Wilson Way, Borough of Queens, Plaza of Heroes, Borough of Queens and Detective David Allen Way, Borough of Brooklyn.

INTENT:
This amended legislation consolidates 11 bills.  These 11 individual bills are:

Int. No. 757
Harold Rapkin Plaza 

By: Council Members Provenzano, Abel and




Golden; also Council Members Berman and 




O’Donovan

Int. No. 824
Ramblersville-Hawtree 
By: Council Members Stabile, Abel and



Memorial Bridge

Ognibene; also Council Member Leffler

Int. No. 988
Donna and Michele

By: Council Member Golden; also Council 



Blanchard Plaza

Members O’Donovan and Abel

Int. No. 990 
Arthur Hayes Way

By: Council Members Marshall, Koslowitz







and Sabini; also Council Members O’Donovan







and Povman

Int. No. 991
Teddy White Place 

By Council Members McCaffrey, Sabini and







Wooten; also Council Member O’Donovan

Int. No. 992
John Downing Park

By Council Members 
McCaffrey, Sabini and 






Wooten; also Council Member O’Donovan

Int. No.993
Boulevard of Bravery

By Council Members McCaffrey, Sabini and 







Wooten; also Council Members Koslowitz, 







O’Donovan and Abel

Int. No. 994
Lawrence Virgilio 

By: Council Members McCaffrey and Sabini;




also Council Member O’Donovan

Int. No. 999
Fred Wilson Way

By: Council Members Spigner, White, Watkins







and Marshall; also Council Members Koslowitz,







Povman, Sabini and Wooten

Int. No. 1003
Plaza of Heroes

By: Council Members McCaffrey, Koslowitz 







and Golden; also Council Members Eisland, 







Leffler, Povman, Sabini and Abel

Int. No. 1004
Detective David Allen Way
By: Council Members Robinson and Golden;







also Council Members Nelson and Abel

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND:

HAROLD RAPKIN PLAZA


The following biographical information was supplied by the Rapkin family.


Harold Rapkin was born to Nathan and Hattie Rapkin in the Bronx on February 16, 1917. He attended James Monroe High School and went on to attend City College. He met and married his wife Grace in 1944 and they maintained residence in The Bronx until his death. During World War II Harold Rapkin served in the Army Air Force for almost four years.

In 1974 Harold and Grace Rapkin moved to Pelham Parkway where they both joined Post #769 of the Jewish War Veterans (JWV). A year later Mr. Rapkin was elected Junior Vice-President of the organization and in 1977 he was elected Commander and was re-elected Commander n 1978. Shortly after joining Post #769, Mr. Rapkin suggested that the organization donate money to the Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association of New York to purchase two bullet-proof vests. This was done at a time when the New York City Police Department did not issue bulletproof vests.

Mr. Rapkin also involved Post #769 in many other projects. In 1977, JWV sponsored the dedication of a ‘Lt. Colonel Yehonatan Netanyahu Lane’, in the Pelham Parkway area, in memory of the Israeli hero who was killed in the Entebbe raid in Uganda. In 1986, the crosswalk at Pelham Parkway South and Muliner Avenue was named the ‘Raoul Wallenberg Lane’ in memory of a Swedish diplomat who saved thousands of Jews from Nazi death camps. In 1995, Mr. Rapkin was the driving force in getting a permanent street sign identifying the corner of Pelham Parkway South and Cruger Avenue as ‘Jewish War Veterans of the USA and Ladies Auxiliary Lane’. Also in 1995, Mr. Rapkin sponsored a sizable donation to the Kingsbridge Veterans Hospital to purchase a V-Tech Computer for disabled veterans in the Spinal Column Ward, and was mainly responsible for the erection of a beautiful monument “In memory of all American Jewish men and women who made the supreme sacrifice in the defense of the USA.” The monument was placed on the front lawn of Bronx House on Pelham Parkway South. Every year, on Veterans Day, memorial services are held at the monument. Mr. Rapkin was equally active throughout his Bronx Community and in the five year period preceding his death spent more than 1100 hours volunteering at the Kingsbridge Veterans Hospital.

Harold Rapkin received numerous awards for his contributions including: In 1976 he received a “Certificate of Appreciation for Outstanding Community Service” from the Pelham Parkway South Association; also in 1976 he received a plaque from the New York City Police Department 43rd Precinct for “Exceptional Service”; in 1978 he received an “Award of Merit” from Bronx House for “Outstanding Leadership”; In 1981 he received an award from Pelham Parkway Post 796 for “Outstanding and Exemplary Devotion to JWV and Community”. Also in 1981 he received the “Abe Nadelman Award for Outstanding Service” from Post #769 JWV (Mr. Nadelman was their first commander); Mr. Rapkin also received the “Man of the Year” award from the Bronx County Council of JWV; in 1984 he became the first recipient of Post #769’s “Murray Portnoy Memorial Award”; and in 1986 he was the Pelham Parkway Jewish Center’s “Man of the Year”.

Harold Rapkin died on October 23, 1997. He was survived by his wife, Grace, and a brother, Edwin. For his many years of devoted service to the Bronx Community, it is fitting that the westside of Paulding Avenue at its intersection with the Esplanade, where Harold Rapkin lived for many years, be called Harold Rapkin Plaza in his honor.

THE RAMBLERSVILLE-HAWTREE MEMORIAL BRIDGE

The following material was provided by the Ramblersville-Hawtree Civic Association and drawn from the Tribune (November 9-15, 2000).

Residents of the Ramblersville-Hawtree community have requested that the name of the “102nd Street-Lenihan’s Bridge” be changed to honor seven young men from the area who died while serving their country during World War II. The bridge, built in October 1931, was originally named in honor of the then-state Assemblyman. However, present day residents feel that it would be more meaningful to re-name the bridge “The Ramblersville-Hawtree Memorial Bridge” to honor the area’s seven fallen World War II heroes.

Over fifty years ago, seven young men from the seaside community of Ramblersville left their homes to serve their country in wartime. Tom Beckwith, Henry Schmitt, Albert Nelson, Edward O’Reilly, Walter Meliere, Paul Pfeiffer and James Talley, all under the age of 25, would never return. The seven young men all lived within 500 feet of the bridge. Because of their supreme sacrifice in the defense of the United States, it is fitting that the bridge be renamed in their honor.

DONNA and  MICHELE BLANCHARD PLAZA


The following background information was supplied by Council Member Golden and the Blanchard family.


On June 7, 1994, Donna Blanchard dropped her five-year old son, Andrew, at P.S. 104.  She and her four-year old daughter Michele then went to the local grocery store to pick up a few items.  On their return trip from the grocery store, as they crossed Fort Hamilton Parkway at the corner of 92nd Street, they were both struck and killed by a hit- and-run driver who was never identified.  


Donna Blanchard was born and raised in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn.  She attended grammar school at St. Patrick’s Church school and went on to attend Fort Hamilton High School.  During her lifetime, Donna Blanchard worked at many local business establishments until her marriage and the birth of her five children.  She dedicated her life to her children and was often seen playing with them in front of the house or at the local park.  


This legislation would name the Brooklyn intersection at which Donna and Michele Blanchard were killed, the intersection of Fort Hamilton Parkway and 92nd Street, as Donna and Michele Blanchard Plaza.

ARTHUR HAYES WAY

The following material was supplied by the Hayes family. 

Arthur Hayes was born on January 3, 1923, to Andrew and Lorena Hayes in Port Arthur, Texas. Mr. Hayes, along with his wife Lillian and his daughter Ann, was a long time resident of the East Elmhurst area. He was an active member of Community Board #3, President of the East Elmhurst-Corona Civic Association, Inc., First Vice-President of the Jackson Heights Development Corporation, a Board Member of the Jerome Hardeman Day Care Center and Worshipful Master of Trinity Lodge No.51 in East Elmhurst. Mr. Hayes was also involved with many other community organizations and activities.

As President of the East Elmhurst-Corona Civic Association, Arthur Hayes worked diligently to resolve quality of life and as a Community Board Member, Mr. Hayes served on the Transportation, Land Use and other committees, and was instrumental in obtaining approval to make 32nd Avenue a one-way street because of the heavy traffic. As a member of the Transportation Committee, Mr. Hayes attended numerous meetings with the Port of Authority of New York and New Jersey regarding the AGT Monorail, the “Flyover Project” at LaGuardia Airport, and other safety issues at the airport due to its close proximity to the East Elmhurst community. He was also involved in environmental issues such as the dredging and clean-up of Flushing Bay.

Arthur Hayes was the recipient of numerous awards for his community service. He received the Elmcor Youth and Adult Activities, Inc. “Hall of Fame Award” in 1981; was an honoree of the Key Women of America, Inc. Concourse Village Branch, in 1989; was an honoree of the North Shore National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women in 1991; was honored by the Black American Heritage Foundation in 1994; received the Corona Congressional Church’s “Community Service Award” in 1994; was honored by the Jackson Heights Community Development Corporation in 1995; and, was a 115th Police Precinct Community Service Honoree in 1996. Mr. Hayes received Citations of Honor from Queens Borough President Claire Shulman and the New York City Council in 1995.

Arthur Hayes died on April 1, 1997. He was survived by his wife, Lillian, a daughter, Ann, and a sister, Myrtle Stuckey. In recognition of his many years of community service, it is fitting that 32nd Avenue, between 103rd Street and 104th Street, which he helped to make a one-way thoroughfare, be named “Arthur Hayes Way” in his honor.
JOHN DOWNING PARK


Portions of the following biographical information were drawn from the New York Post and the Irish Voice newspapers.  

John Downing, 40 years of age, was one of three firefighters who died and 50 others who were injured in a Father’s Day fire in Astoria, Queens on June 17, 2001.  Survived by his wife Anne and children Joanne, age 7, and Michael, age 3, John Downing had an extended family that ranged from Queens County to Ireland.  An eleven year Fire Department veteran, at the time of his tragic death he was assigned to Ladder Company 163.  

TEDDY WHITE PLACE

LAWRENCE VIRGILLIO PLAYGROUND

BOULEVARD OF BRAVERY

PLAZA OF HEROES


The four proposals listed above all refer to firefighters who lost their lives during the World Trade Center terrorist attack of September 11, 2001.  Where individuals are proposed to be memorialized, the information that follows was provided by Council Member McCaffrey.  The other two proposals refer to groups of firefighters who died in the line of duty on September 11th. 


Teddy White was born on July 25, 1971 to Edward and Regina White, in Boulevard Gardens in Woodside, Queens. His family grew to include brothers Jimmy, Chris and Billy, and a sister, Sue. Teddy attended kindergarten at Public School 151 and then went to the Corpus Christi School for eight years. After grammar school he continued at Monsignor McClancy High School from which he graduated in 1989.

On April 18, 1998 Teddy White married his lovely wife Jennifer, and a daughter, Taylor, was born to the couple on December 16, 1999. The young family bought an apartment at Boulevard Gardens and settled there. Mr. White joined the New York City Fire Department and was assigned to Engine Company 230 in Brooklyn.

On September 11, 2001 Teddy White and the members of Engine Company 230 responded to the emergency brought on by the attacks on the World Trade Center. Mr. White died while attempting to save lives when the twin towers collapsed. He was survived by his wife, Jennifer, his daughter, Taylor, his parents, Edward and Regina, and four siblings.

Lawrence Virgilio. The following biographical information was printed in Dennis Duggan’s New York Newsday column (“Recall Names, Forget Numbers”) of September 21, 2001.  It is reproduced here in its entirety both for the information provided and its poignancy.

“Lawrence Joseph Virgilio was born to be a firefighter.

            He was tough when he had to be, and tender when he needed to be. He grew up in Woodside, the kind of small, neighborly community Thornton Wilder portrayed in his play "Our Town." The difference was that Woodside is parted in the middle by the rumbling No. 7 elevated subway train.

            Someone asked Virgilio's mother, Lucy, about his first name. "We named him Lawrence after the movie, 'Lawrence of Arabia,' which had just come out," she said.

            Fire Capt. Dan Tracy, who worked with Virgilio, said the 38-year-old firefighter was "unwavering," and that he had a side job as a physical therapist.

            "One of his patients was a famous wrestler - he was known as the Masked Marvel - who had cancer and was living in squalor on the Lower East Side," Tracy said. "Larry grew to like him and took care of him as he was dying, buying him things like a refrigerator and a couch."

            Tracy - choked with emotion - told the story of the caring firefighter at his funeral yesterday. He got the packed house at St. Sebastian's Roman Catholic Church in Woodside laughing when he told of how nothing fazed Virgilio, who was trapped when the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center collapsed last week.

            "We were sitting in the kitchen in the firehouse," he said, "and I asked him to              make some tea. He got the kettle, filled it with water, put it on the stove and lit it.

            "The kettle went sky high because we had taped firecrackers to the bottom of it.                    Larry didn't say a word. He was unflappable."

            Virgilio is one of more than 300 firefighters who are missing and presumed dead,                    a number so obscene that Tracy vowed "we will never talk about their deaths using numbers. Their names will always be told."

            Virgilio was one of three firefighters from star-crossed Squad 18 who were buried                    yesterday. The others were firefighters Eric Allen and Manuel Mojica.

            Squad 18 on West 10th Street in the West Village was famous - before Sept. 11                    - for bearing the brunt of the biggest single loss of firefighters in the department's                    history, in 1966. That year, five out of 12 men who died at the Wonder drugstore fire on East 23rd were from Squad 18.

            But fire is unforgiving and has no memory and so it was left to the mourners, the  priest, the bagpipers and Virgilio's family to conjure up his memory.

            "He was a Woodside kid," Msgr. Joseph Finnerty said. "And he still lives here over on 59th Street."

            Finnerty was standing in the vestibule of the church yesterday where the bells tolled, the subway rumbled and a church organ played a hymn. All of this under a steady drizzle.

           "He was baptized here, he made his first Holy Communion here. And he was                   confirmed here," Finnerty said, herding a crew of five altar helpers, two of them girls, telling them, "when you hear the bagpipers, that means he's here."

           They brought Virgilio up Roosevelt Avenue to 58th Street, the way they bring all                    firefighters to their church - on top of a fire engine from his own company and draped in purple.

           It was unbearably sad and worse when the choir sang a song that is sung at                    almost all the firefighter funerals. It is called "Be Not Afraid" and it includes these                    lyrics:

                   If you walk amid the burning flame, you shall not be burned.

          Virgilio did walk among the flames because, like his brothers, he was trained to                    go in when most people are going out. It's why firefighting isn't a job, it is a mission.

          No one has suffered more than the firefighters and their families, who now must                    take them to their graves during the coming days and weeks, the way they took Virgilio to Calvary Cemetery a few blocks from his church yesterday.

          Woodside has been shattered by what happened in downtown Manhattan,   Finnerty said.

          "A lot of people from the parish are missing. This place is dealing with                    unbearable sadness," he said.

          At the end of Mass, as eight firefighters carried Virgilio out of the church, a        policeman named Edward Harrigan played "Taps." It was the loneliest sound on a gray lonely day.”


Boulevard Of Bravery  This proposal is intended to honor the members of New York Fire Department Special Unit Rescue Company 4 located at 64-18 Queens Boulevard.  This unit was one of the first to respond to the terrorist attacks at the World Trade Center on September 11th.  It is also the unit that suffered some of the greatest losses in the City.  Seven members of Rescue 4 perished in the collapse of the Twin Towers.  That portion of Queens Boulevard that is located outside of Rescue 4 would be designated as the Boulevard of Bravery.

 
Plaza Of Heroes   This proposal is intended to honor the members of Squad 288, Hazmat 1, located at 56-29 68th Street in Queens.  This unit was one of the first to respond to the terrorist attacks at the World Trade Center on September 11th.  It is also the unit that suffered some of the greatest losses in the City.  Eleven members of Hazmat 1 perished in the collapse of the Twin Towers.  An intersection outside Hazmat 1, Perry Avenue and 68th Street, would be designated as the Plaza of Heroes.

FRED WILSON WAY

The following biographical material was provided by the Wilson family.

Fred Wilson was born Wilfred Wilson in Harlem on November 20, 1929 to Siefert and Winifred Wilson. He received his diploma from Commerce High School and studied liberal arts at the City University of New York.

Mr. Wilson began his dedicated career as a public servant as a defender of his country by enlisting in the United States Army from which he received an honorable discharge in August 1953. Upon discharge, Fred Wilson embarked on a successful twenty-two year career in the newspaper business and rose to the position of production supervisor for the New York Herald Tribune.

Fred Wilson married Currin Jones in September 1955 and had two children, Cheryl and Eric. Upon moving into the Rochdale Village Cooperative in Jamaica, Queens when it opened in the early 1960’s, Mr. Wilson became significantly involved with his community. He served as a member of the Board of Directors of Rochdale Village and as president of the Rochdale Village Black Society. He was very involved in the education of his children and he became an active member of the local PTA. Mr. Wilson was also a member of the Pride of Jamaica Lodge 217.

In 1972, Fred Wilson was elected Democratic District Leader of the 32nd Assembly District and served in that capacity for twelve years. As a party official, he became an active member of the Council of Black Elected Democrats of New York State. His district was very diverse and included blacks, whites, Jews and Gentiles. He quickly became a respected member of the Queens County Democratic Party Executive Committee. 

Under Mr. Wilson’s leadership, the 32nd A.D. Regular Democratic Club became a major political force in the Southeast Queens community. Candidates for all levels of public office learned that the 32nd had a reputation for “delivering the vote” and vigorously sought the club’s endorsement. His club also became a community center of sorts. A number of community organizations held meetings and functions there and residents from the surrounding area frequently came into Mr. Wilson’s club seeking help for various problems.

In 1976, Fred Wilson became known as “Hollywood Fred” when he was selected by the Democratic National Committee to be flown to Hollywood to be featured in a film that was presented at the Democratic National Convention in New York. He looked upon this event as one of the major highlights of his career.

Politics was his business but people were his passion. Mr. Wilson listened to the concerns of his constituents and he took everyone’s problems to heart. If there was an emergency, you could count on Fred Wilson twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. Fred also gave special attention to getting young people involved in the political process. He knew that the vote could effect change. He mentored young people with discipline and guidance. Fred Wilson encouraged young people to volunteer in the community and he spent many hours working side by side with young folks.

Fred Wilson died in December 1984. He was survived by his wife, his two children and three grandchildren. In appreciative recognition of the many years of devoted service that he gave to the Jamaica community it is fitting that Bedell Street, between Baisley Boulevard and Farmers Boulevard, the site of Rochdale Village where he lived for over 20 years, be named “Fred Wilson Way” in his honor.
DETECTIVE DAVID ALLEN WAY

The following biographical material was submitted by the Allen family.

David Carl Allen was born to Deacon Cleveland and Eloise Allen on January 5, 1958 in Cumberland Hospital, Brooklyn, New York. He attended Public School 47, Brooklyn Academy Junior High School and George Westinghouse High School where he majored in electrical work. He also attended Baruch College where he received an Associate Degree. After college he was employed as an electrician.

In 1980, David Allen married Mary Campbell. The couple had three children, David Jr., Antoinette, and Jason. On January 21, 1985 Mr. Allen realized his childhood ambition when he was appointed to the New York City Police Department and he was assigned to the Neighborhood Stabilization Unit in the 79th Precinct in Brooklyn where he remained for the balance of his career. He was subsequently assigned to Community Affairs and promoted to Detective Specialist on July 28, 1999.  As an active member of his community, Mr. Allen received numerous community awards and commendations.

On November 30, 2000, Detective Allen, a fifteen-year police veteran, died in a tragic accident while cleaning his service revolver. He was survived by two sons, David Jr. and Jason, a daughter Antoinette, his former wife, Mary, and two sisters, Veronica Jackson and Diane Fontaine. In recognition of his many years of community service it is fitting that Tompkins Avenue between Flushing Avenue and Fulton Street, the site of the 79th Precinct, be named in his honor.
