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TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Rev. Ruben Dario Colon Place, Borough of The Bronx.

INTENT:




This legislation would add, through the 

posting of an additional sign, the name 

“Rev. Ruben Dario Colon Place” on Woodycrest Avenue between West 167th Street and West 168th Street.

COMMENT:

The following biographical material was provided by the Colon family.


Ruben Dario Colon was born on May 15, 1923, in Rio Grande, Puerto Rico, to Tite and Vidal Colon.  He attended public  schools in Adjuntas and Utuado Puerto Rico and, during World War II, attended the University and Seminary in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico.  His later education included the University of Puerto Rico (1943), New York University (1956), The Lutheran Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (1958-1959, Master in Divinity, 1977), Wagner College, Staten Island, New York, (1971-1974), and Adelphi University, Long Island, New York (Dean’s List, BA in Sociology, 1977).


In 1946, Ruben Dario Colon came to New York City where on September 7, 1947, he married Ramona Orabona of Santurce, Puerto Rico.  Their marriage was blessed with two sons and two daughters, the Reverend Ruben Dario Colon Jr., Miriam Doras Colon (deceased, 1979),  Damaris Esther Colon – Corchado, and  Levi Aponel Colon.  Reverend  Colon continued his education in the United States and was ordained to the ministry in December of 1950 at Mariner’s Baptist Temple in Manhattan.  At this time he also served as a chaplain to the New York Port Society and it’s Mariner’s Church (1950-1957).  During this period Reverend Colon also served the Spanish Calvary Baptist Church on Manhattan’s Lower East Side.  He was received into the United Synod of New York and New England in 1959 and called to serve the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Resurrection under sponsorship of the Board of American Missions.  After occupying temporary facilities in several locations, in 1968 “Resurrection” found a home on Woodycrest Avenue where Pastor Colon lived and served until his retirement in October 1999.  Reverend Colon’s other affiliations included the Grace Methodist Church in Manhattan (organizer, Pastor), 1949, the New York Bible Society (promoted Bible reading, 1957), the New York City Fire Department (Honorary Chaplain), 1964 to 1975,  (Volunteer visiting Chaplain for State and City Prisons), 1956 to 1977, Metropolitan New York Synod (Executive Committee Member), 1973 to 1974, National Hispanic Lutheran Caucus (organizer, 1972), National Hispanic Lutheran Assembly (organizer), 1972, (President), 1975 to 1977), and the Puerto Rican Fire Department (Honorary Chaplain), 1966).  Reverend Colon also did clinical sociological work at the Bronx Psychiatric Center from 1979 to 1987, Covenant House (Manhattan) from 1975 to 1979, and at the Behavior Therapy Institute (Manhattan) in the early 1980’s.


Aside from his Ministry, Reverend Colon was active in many community organizations.  These included the New York Diabetes Association (Member, Board of Directors, 1961), Puerto Rico Children’s Hospital (New York Chapter, organizer 1963, president 1963, Board Member 1964), Puerto Rican Community Development Project, Inc. (the largest anti-poverty program for Latinos in the United States, organizer 1964, president 1964-1970), Puerto Rican Folklore Fiesta, Inc. (organizer), Board Member – 1965+), Bomberitos, Inc. (“Little Fireman” boys organization, organizer, leader 1966+), New York City Council Against Poverty (Member, appointed by Mayor John Lindsay, (1966 to 1969), St. George Association, Chapter 40 (Spiritual Advisor to the “Employees of  Macy’s New York” – 1966+), Association for Puerto Rican Civil Rights, Inc. (Board Member, 1970), and, Spanish American Crisis in the Nation (Committee Member, 1969 to 1972).  


During his lifetime, Reverend Ruben Dario Colon received many awards. They included the “Certificate of Merit and Recognition,” presented by the Uniformed Firemen’s Association, (1968), “Certificate of Appreciation”, presented by the Community Workers and Coordinators of Manhattan (1968), “Honor Certificate”, presented by the “Miller Brewing Company” in cooperation with the Puerto Rican Folklore Fiesta, Inc. (1968-1969), “Honor Certificate”, presented by the New York Association of Puerto Rican Community Workers, Inc. and the staff of the Puerto Rican Community Development Project, Inc. (1968), “Certificate of Merit”, presented by the Community Workers of Brooklyn (1968), “Honor Certificate”, presented by the “Community Workers and Coordinator’s of The Bronx” and the Puerto Rican Community Development Project, Inc.”– 1968, “Certificate of Honor,” presented by the Puerto Rican community and “The Puerto Rican Folklore Fiesta, Inc.” (1970), “Certificate of Honor and Appreciation,” presented by the Council Block Association District #2, Inc. (1969), “Honor Award,” presented by The Academy of Ministers (1973), and “Certificate of Recognition”, presented by Comite del Desfile del Dia de la Raza (1969).  Also, on December 12, 1995, a tribute to Reverend Rubin Dario Colon was read into the Congressional Record of the United States House of Representatives.


Reverend Ruben Dario Colon retired from active ministry in October 1999 and moved to Florida with his wife. On May 5, 2000, after a long illness, Reverend Colon died.  His body was shipped to his beloved Puerto Rico (Bayamon) for burial.  He is survived by his wife, Ramona, two sons, Ruben Jr. and Levi, a daughter, Damaris Colon- Corchado, seven grandchildren, a sister, Lydia, and a brother, Elijah.  In recognition of his many years of service to his church, his community, his family,  it is fitting that Woodycrest Avenue, between West 167th Street and West 168th Street, where he live for more than thirty years, be named “Rev. Ruben Dario Colon Way” in his honor.


This local law will take effect immediately.
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