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TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Rev. Charles Britt Way, Borough of the Bronx.

INTENT:




This legislation would add, through the 

posting of an additional sign, the name “Rev. Charles Britt Way” on Findlay Avenue between East 168th Street and East 170th Street. 

COMMENT:

The following biographical material was provided by the Britt family and the congregation of the Greater Zion Baptist Church.


Reverend Charles Britt was born on May 28, 1908, in Barnwell, South Carolina, one of six children born to Washington and Sarah Thompson-Britt. Rev. Britt  was educated at Barnwell Elementary School, and also attended Bethlehem Baptist Church in, Barnwell as a child. On January 1, 1931, Rev. Britt married Rosa Clover in Barnwell. This marriage was blessed with nine children.


Reverend Britt came to New York City in 1935 where he pursued his profession as a tailor. He joined the Gethsemane Baptist Church, located on Fairmont Place in The Bronx, and later served as a Deacon under the leadership of Reverend E. W. Ghee.  Rev. Britt remained at Gethsemane from 1940 until June of 1956 when he decided to establish his own church.


In 1956 Reverend Britt felt the call to form a new house of worship where he would serve as Pastor. He and a few members from “Gethsemane,” organized the Greater Zion Baptist Church in the basement of an apartment building. When the current church property, at 1271 Findlay Avenue, became available Reverend Britt and his small congregation struggled until they were able to secure it. They nurtured and developed the congregation and a thriving membership resulted.


Reverend Britt loved and served the people of “Greater Zion” for the next 34 years, until the end of his life. He was in prayer meeting every Friday and he was in Sunday School every Sunday. Reverend Britt was an outstanding leader who had the ability to encourage others with his faith. He often reminded his congregation that “God never demands success, only faithfulness to his cause.”


Reverend Britt received many awards during his lifetime including a “Pastor of the Year” award (1976) from the Doctor H.R. Henry Scholarship Fund, and an award of Recognition (1985) from the New York Baptist Education Center.  He also received awards from the United Missionary Baptist Association (UMBA), the Baptist Ministers’ Conference of New York City, the Congregation of the Greater Zion Baptist Church, the Eva S. Bonaparte Scholarship Fund of the UMBA, and the Bethlehem Baptist Church in Barnwell, South Carolina. He was a member of the Executive Board for the Baptist Ministers’ Conference of Hampton Institute, in Virginia, from 1962 to 1974, gave twelve years of service to the United Missionary Baptist Association from 1960 to 1972, and ten years of service to the Baptist Ministers’ Conference of Greater New York from 1965 to 1975. In 1980, he was one of one hundred clergymen invited by President Carter to attend the “White House Briefing on Domestic Affairs.”


On February 11, 1991, after month’s of ill-health, Reverend Charles Britt died in his birth place, Barnwell, South Carolina. He was survived by two sisters, Grace Britt and Sara Britt, one son, Charles Britt, Jr., three daughters, Servina Webb, Charlese Britt and Sarah Britt, and a host of grandchildren, nieces, nephews and friends. In recognition of the many years of devoted service that Reverend Britt gave to his family, his church, and his community, it is fitting that Findlay Avenue, between East 168th Street and East 170th Street, where he lived and worked, be called “Rev. Charles Britt Way” in his honor.


This local law shall take effect immediately.     
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