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DECEMBER 7, 2000

RES. NO. 1136
BY: Council Members Lopez, Perkins and Freed; also Council Members Leffler, Michels, O’Donovan, Pinkett, Provenzano, Robinson and Rodriguez

TITLE:
Calling upon the appropriate committee to hold an oversight hearing to review the operations, methodology and regulatory procedures of the Mayor’s Office of Film, Theatre, and Broadcasting.

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND:


This Resolution calls upon the appropriate committee of the Council to hold an oversight hearing to review the operations, methodology and regulatory procedures of the Mayor’s Office of Film, Theatre and Broadcasting.


The Mayor’s Office of Film, Theatre and Broadcasting (“the Office”) provides economic development services to the film and video production industry and is responsible for issuing permits for location shooting throughout the five boroughs. 


The Council Finance Division reports that the budget for the Office of Film, Theatre and Broadcasting indicates a headcount of 19 with total annual salaries of $891,463. The total OTPS budget for Fiscal Year 2000 was $173,501; with $120,327 being utilized for the rental of land, buildings and structures.

According to the Mayor’s Management Report (Fiscal 2000, Volume One), the Office objective for Fiscal Year 2001 is to facilitate provision of a minimum of 20,000 film and video production shooting days in the City.  Its Fiscal Year 2000 actual production was 19,876 shooting days and 8,384 total productions.  In comparison, in Fiscal Year 1999, the Office reported providing 19,542 shooting days and 7,937 total productions.  If this rate of growth is sustained, the Office’s Fiscal Year 2001 objective is attainable. In relation to these shooting day and production statistics, the Mayor’s Management Report does not indicate the number or percentage of indoor versus outdoor shooting days or productions. 


During Fiscal Year 2000, a total of 201 feature films and 547 broadcast and cable network television programs were produced, resulting in 4,096 and 4,985 shooting days respectively.  In comparison, in Fiscal Year 1999, 224 feature films and 426 broadcast and cable network television programs were produced, resulting in 3,657 and 5,235 shooting days respectively.  The Mayor’s Management Report does not indicate what types of productions were involved in the other 54% of the production days reported for both Fiscal Years 1999 and 2000. 


Also according to the Mayor’s Management Report, in Fiscal Year 2000, the Office increased the number of personnel assigned as field representatives.  Field representatives check production location parking to ensure production work proceeds according to permit guidelines and, where necessary, direct production crews to cut back on parking.  After companies vacate the production site, field representatives verify whether public locations have been restored to their original condition.  The Mayor’s Management Report, however, does not provide data on the number of personnel assigned as such field representatives either before or subsequent to this reported increase nor on what other duties, if any, field representatives are assigned.  


Responding to complaints from Council Members of a lack of timely notification when productions are scheduled in their districts, in August of 2000, the Office expanded its “flash” notification program to include Council Members.  Under this flash notification program, Office field representatives notify Community Boards and Council Members of productions within their boundaries by faxing “flash” notifications to them.  The Mayor’s Management Report does not indicate: (1) how far ahead of the commencement of production these flash notifications are faxed to Council Members and Community Boards, (2) the  information contained in these flash notifications and (3) to what extent, if any, these flash notifications provide an opportunity for timely effective community notification and consultation. 


Res. No. 1136 recognizes the substantial contribution of these productions to the economic vitality of our City but, in light of the extensive community disruption that often accompanies these productions, this Resolution advocates more extensive advance notification to the community when a production is planned in order to facilitate establishment of additional measures to mitigate such community disruption.  
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