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INT. NO. 653

  


By: Council Members Oddo and Abel; also 







Council Members O’Donovan and Rivera

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Louis Graziuso Sr. Drive, Borough of Brooklyn.

INTENT:




This legislation would add, through the 

posting of an additional sign, the name 

“Louis Graziuso Sr. Drive” on Rutherford Place between 17th Avenue and 18th Avenue.

COMMENT:


The following biographical material was provided by the Graziuso family.

Louis Graziuso was born in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn on September 29th, 1914.  He was one of five children born to Emidio and Angelina Graziuso who both died by the time that he was two years old. Growing up in the care of relatives, Louis attended Public School 22 and New Utrecht High School, both in Brooklyn.  Mr. Graziuso was a lifelong resident of the Bensonhurst area as was his wife Stephanie (“Dolly”) whom he met there.  The two were married at Saint Finbar’s Church, their neighborhood parish, in October 1941 and later became the parents of five children.


In 1950 Louis Graziuso  founded Alm Plumbing, at 8726 18th Avenue, shortly after moving his family to Rutherford Place.  Over the next forty-five years Mr. Graziuso built a reputation for caring and community service while operating his hardware and plumbing business.  Since many of his customers knew he lived only a few doors away from his store he was often awakened in the middle of the night to tend to a plumbing emergency.  He never refused to help whether it was a plumbing emergency or a family emergency.  He would often, anonymously, leave food and gifts on the doorsteps of families in need.  Mr. Graziuso was also known for his willingness to help children who were in trouble with the law.  He took responsibility for these children while teaching them to be responsible and giving them vocational training.  On many occasions Mr. Graziuso invited priests from the local parishes to his home to discuss community issues.  He was not only generous with money, he was also generous with his time and his presence.  He would sometimes visit several Orthodox Jewish homes to perform tasks for the families that they could not perform due to their Sabbath.


Louis Graziuso belonged to many community, fraternal and charitable organizations including the Loyal Order of Moose, Kiwanis, 62nd Precinct Community Council, St. Finbar’s Church Roman Catholic Church, the Boy Scouts of America, United Cerebral Palsy, the American Cancer Society, the Norwegian Home of Brooklyn and Boy’s Town.  Mr. Graziuso died on December 22, 1995.  He was survived by two sons, Louis Jr. and Michael, three daughters, Delores, June and Maryann, nine grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.  In recognition of his many years of commitment to his family, and his dedication to his community, it is fitting that Rutherford Place, between 17th Avenue and 18th Avenue, where he lived for over forty-five years, be renamed “Louis Graziuso Sr. Drive” in his honor.


This local law will take effect immediately.
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