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INT. NO. 615
BY: Council Members Sabini, McCaffrey, Abel and Golden; also Council Members Koslowitz and O’Donovan

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Kevin Mahon Avenue, Borough of Queens

INTENT:
This proposed local law would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name Kevin Mahon Avenue to 38th Avenue, between 65th Street and 69th Street.
ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND:


The following biographical information on Kevin Mahon was provided by Woodside On The Move, a community organization which he and his father  founded.  


Kevin W. Mahon was born on June 7, 1951 in Woodside, Queens to Walter Patrick and Eleanor Marie (nee Leyden) Mahon.  He resided in the same Woodside home where his Irish immigrant maternal grandparents, Own and Mary Leyden, settled in 1921.  His childhood in this three-generation family home established his strong community roots.


Kevin Mahon attended grades one through eight at St. Mary’s School in Woodside, Archbishop Molloy High School and he earned a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering from Manhattan College in 1972.  He served as a Lieutenant in the United States Air Force from 1972 through 1975 where he saw duty in the Vietnam War. He was employed as a Civil Engineer with the United States government.


Kevin Mahon was married to Pamela Ruth Young on October 22, 1983  they had one child, a daughter, named Meaghan Claire Mahon.  Kevin Mahon died of renal cancer on May 19, 1998 at the United States Veterans Hospital in Fort Hamilton, Brooklyn.


Kevin Mahon’s many community activities began at an early age. When he was 16, motivated by discussions in his high school civics class and seeing the need to correct deteriorating conditions on his previously lovely street, Kevin requested his parents’ permission to organize a block association.  He called the first meeting of the fledgling not-for-profit Win-Wood Neighborhood Association (“Win-Wood”) in mid-summer 1967. 


In 1972, Kevin Mahon and Win-Wood petitioned Community Board No. 2 to be officially recognized as the lead community group in the Woodside celebration of our nation’s bicentennial. The New York City Bicentennial Corporation officially recognized Win-Wood and it began to lead a campaign to upgrade the Roosevelt Avenue corridor, Woodside’s shopping district, as part of the bicentennial celebration.


With his father, Kevin Mahon went on to found and serve as the President of Woodside On The Move, a massive self-help effort to develop the bicentennial plan to its fullest and to complete the financing of the economic development plan and reconstruction of twelve blocks of Roosevelt Avenue.  Under Kevin’s leadership, Woodside On The Move brought economic, cultural, employment, housing and youth programs to the entire community.


Woodside On The Move joined forces with Sunnyside Community Services and formed Woodysun Housing Development Fund Corporation which applied for and received federal Housing and Urban Development (HUD) funds for senior citizen housing.  This joint effort resulted in the 77-unit Sunnywood Apartments at 44-20 64 Street in Woodside.  It has been renamed The Kevin Mahon Memorial Residence in his memory.


Kevin Mahon was an active member of Community Board No. 2 for many years and was a moving force in the establishment of a scholarship fund by the   Archbishop Molloy High School Malone Scholarship Fund.  


Community Board No. 2 supports this street designation.
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