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THE COUNCIL

Report of the Infrastructure Division

Kathleen B. Cudahy, Director

Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and International Intergroup Relations

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chairman

INT.NO. 404:




BY: Council Members Rivera and Foster

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, “Laveria A.        Ross Place”, Borough of The Bronx.

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name “Laveria A. Ross Place” to Mohegan Avenue between East 179th Street and East 180th Street.

COMMENTS: 


Karen R. Ross, daughter of Laveria Ross, provided the following biographical outline.


Laveria Alva Connor was born in New York City on February 15, 1935 to Wallace and Laveria Connor.  She attended New York City public schools and graduated from Textile High School in 1952.  In 1963, Laveria Connor married Pearly T. Ross, a career Marine, who received two Purple Hearts for his heroism during the Korean War.  Pearly Ross later died of wounds he received on Pork Chop Hill.


In 1966, Mrs. Laveria Ross became a school crossing guard with the New York City Police Department, a job at which she worked diligently until 1979.  In 1982, in a defining moment of her life, she became affiliated, as a foster parent, with the Harlem Dowling Children’s Foster Home.  Mrs. Ross loved caring for children and from 1982 until her death in 1997 cared for more than 250 foster children, many on an emergency basis.  She did this in addition to caring for nine children of her own.


Laveria Ross was a member of Bronx Community Planning Board 6’s Youth Services Committee for many years.  Because of the lack of a park or recreation facility in her community she organized a clean-up project for a city-owned vacant space on Mohegan Avenue between East 179th Street and East 180th Street.  The site, which is dominated by a large out cropped rock, was the inspiration for Mrs. Ross to found the “Mohegan Art of Rock Community Association” to maintain and improve it for recreational purposes.


On December 16, 1997, after a lifetime of dedication to her community, Laveria A. Ross died.  She was survived by three sons, Gerald, Craig and Herbert; four daughters, Dona, Pamela, Karen and Serene; eleven grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.  Because her lifetime of giving to her community, it is fitting that the block where she lived on Mohegan Avenue, between 179th Street and 180th Street, be renamed in her honor.


This local law shall take effect immediately.

UPDATE:
On June 22, 2000 the Committee on Parks, Recretation, Cultural Affairs and International Intergroup Relations adopted Int. No. 404 by a vote of 8:0:0.
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