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KATHLEEN B. CUDAHY, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

COUNCIL MEMBER WENDELL FOSTER, CHAIRMAN

JUNE 13, 2000
INT. NO. 758
BY: Council Member Rodriguez (by request of the Mayor)

TITLE:
In relation to a park name, Joe Paterno Park, Borough of Brooklyn.

INTENT:
This proposed local law would re-name the Red Hook Recreational Area as Joe Paterno Park.

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND:


The following biographical information was excerpted from materials provided by the Penn State University Athletics Department.

Born on 18th Street in Brooklyn, on December 21, 1926, Joe Paterno remembers his old neighborhood as a place where "playing daily at sports was our work: not only touch football but also punchball and stickball..."


Joe Paterno went to St. Edmond's Grammar School and Brooklyn Prep High School where he played as a senior on the best Catholic-school team in the City.  Brooklyn Prep's only loss was to St. Cecilia of  Englewood, N.J., coached by a young Vince Lombardi.


"I had a sense that this young man had read far beyond his years," Father Thomas Bermingham, one of his high school teachers, said, "and was still reading on his own. I called him after class and I said, 'Joseph, I can't make you but I would love to have you do much more than the rest of the class.'  And, typical Joe Paterno, he jumped at that chance."


From Brooklyn Prep, Joe Paterno, after serving the final year of World War II in the United States Army, accepted an athletic scholarship to Brown University; "...probably because of my unimpressive height and weight, the Paterno doorstep wasn't over-run with college scouts," he said. But, under the fatherly Rip Engle at Brown, Paterno blossomed into the heady quarterback of the Bears' football team that went 8-1 and was one of the Eastern powerhouses in 1949.  Sportswriter Stanley Woodward once described Joe Paterno, who still holds the Brown career interception record (14), as a quarterback "who can't run, can't pass -- just thinks and wins."  In addition to his role in the rushing and passing offenses, Joe Paterno also returned punts and kickoffs, posting career averages of 8.8 and 20.1 yards, respectively. He had a 69-yard punt return for a

touchdown to beat Holy Cross in 1949.


Joe Paterno also played two seasons of basketball at Brown (his freshman coach was Pro Football Hall of Fame legend Weeb Ewbank).  Brown paid homage to its ex-quarterback in 1993 when it named one of its major athletic awards in his honor. Coach Paterno attended a banquet in Providence to present the first "Joe Paterno Outstanding Male Freshman Athlete Award."


After his senior football season, Paterno took an Engle offer to work on a part-time basis with the Brown quarterbacks while awaiting graduation. He had been accepted into the Boston University Law School where he intended to follow the career path of his father, who went to night school to earn his law degree, passing the bar exam at age 44.


“Everything was set," Paterno said, "until I got a surprising phone call from Rip Engle in Pennsylvania.  He told me that his contract (to be the new head coach at Penn State) allowed him to bring one assistant coach. Rip astonished me by asking me to take the job."

  
After 16 years as an Engle assistant, Joe Paterno was appointed head coach of the Nittany Lions on February 19, 1966, a day after his friend and benefactor announced his retirement.


In the 49 years since he arrived at Penn State University, Joe Paterno has turned aside many opportunities to leave, including the most publicized a famous courtship by the Boston Patriots in the early 1970's.  Explaining his decision to spurn the pros, Joe Paterno told Penn State graduates in his 1973 commencement address: "Money alone will not make you happy. Success without honor is an unseasoned dish. It will satisfy your hunger, but it won't taste good."


Joe Paterno married the former Suzanne Pohland of Latrobe, Pennsylvania in 1962.  She is a Penn State graduate, Class of 1962. They have five children, all of whom are Penn State graduates: daughters, Diana Giegerich and Mary Kathryn Hort, and sons, David and Jay (Joseph, Jr. who is an assistant coach on his staff) and George Scott, who is enrolled in the Dickinson School of Law of The Pennsylvania State University.

 
The Paternos also have three grandchildren: Brian Andrew Giegerich, born in October 1995; Olivia Hort, born in July 1996, and Matthew Thomas Giegerich, who arrived in May 1997.


Paterno has indicated retirement is not high on his agenda.

 
Overall, in his 33 years as head football coach at Penn State University, Joe Paterno’s teams have won 307 games, lost 80 and tied three.  He is number one among active college coaches in victories and number two in winning percentage.   
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