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MAY 25, 2000
RES. NO. 1244
BY: Council Members Robles, Rivera, Lopez, Carrion, Eisland, Espada, Linares, Marshall, Perkins, Reed, Rodriguez, Golden and Ognibene; also Council Members DiBrienza, McCaffrey, Michels, Quinn, Robinson and Sabini

TITLE:
Calling for the establishment of a sister city relationship between New York City and Vieques, Puerto Rico.

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND:


This Resolution identifies the Island of Vieques, Puerto Rico as the home of approximately 9,000 people who live alongside personnel of the United States Navy which, since 1941, has occupied three-fourths of the island for use as a training facility and firing range.  The civilian population of Vieques is confined to the middle part of the island between two zones occupied by the United States Navy.  In recent years, the residents of Vieques have been involved in a campaign to win the withdrawal of the Navy from Vieques and the concomitant restoration of the environment which has been so adversely impacted upon by Navy munitions.  



Resolution No. 1244 indicates that, as a sister city, the people of Vieques could learn a great deal from the successes of New Yorkers in the areas of education, economic development, human rights and the environment.  This Resolution also indicates that the people of New York City have a similarity to the people of Vieques in that New Yorkers have always stood their ground and fought for their beliefs.  



The actual process of establishing a sister city relationship lies within the purview of the executive branch of government.  The New York City Commission for the United Nations, Consular Corps and Protocol, which is part of the Mayor’s Office, coordinates the Sister City Program which is operated by Sister Cities International.  Various sister city relationships between New York City and other cities have already been established.  These include: Budapest, Cairo, Rome, Madrid, Santo Domingo and Tokyo. Presently under consideration are: London, Jerusalem and Johannesburg.   
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