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Res. No. 1122:      
By: 
The Speaker (Council Member Vallone) and Council Members Spigner, Michels, Berman, Robles, Eisland, Pinkett, Linares, McCaffrey, Quinn, Povman, Wooten, Rivera, Foster, Freed, Marshall, Sabini, Rodriguez, Robinson, Perkins, Miller, Lasher, Henry, Moskowitz, Dear, Malave-Dilan, Espada, Koslowitz, Nelson, Reed, Warden, White, Cruz, Carrion Fisher, Harrison, Leffler and DiBrienza.

TITLE:        

Determining that a public emergency requiring rent control in the City of New York continues to exist and will continue to exist after April 1, 2000.

BACKGROUND AND INTENT:   

Resolution Number 1122 is a determination that the continuation of the regulation and control of residential rents and evictions after April 1, 2000 is necessary to protect the public health, safety, and general welfare and extends the regulation of units that are subject to the provisions of the City Rent and Rehabilitation Law (Administrative Code §26‑401 through §26‑415; "Rent Control") to April 1, 2003.

      Pursuant to the provisions of the Local Emergency Housing Rent Control Act (Chapter 21 of the Laws of 1962), the administration of Rent Control was conferred upon the City as of May 1, 1962.  The Council is to determine on or before April 1st of every third year beginning in 1967 whether or not there exists a public emergency requiring the continued regulation and control of residential rents and evictions.  Such a determination is to be made following the submission to the Council by the Mayor of "a survey of the supply of housing accommodations within the City, the condition of such accommodations and the need to continue regulation and control of residential rents and evictions within the City” (Administrative Code §26‑415).

      A report (a copy of which is attached hereto) containing the results and findings of the 1999 Housing and Vacancy Survey (HVS or Survey) was prepared by the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) for the period between February and May of 1999
.  The Department of Housing Preservation and Development entered into a contract with the United States Bureau of the Census for the latter to conduct the survey and calculate the rental vacancy rate for the City based upon the data contained in the Survey.  

The annexed report from HPD indicates a citywide rental vacancy rate of 3.19%.  The rental vacancy rate is calculated by dividing the number of vacant available for‑rent units (that are not dilapidated) by the number of renter occupied units plus the number of vacant available for‑rent housing units (that are not dilapidated).  When an emergency was last declared in 1997, the net citywide rental vacancy rate for the equivalent period was 4.01%.

    
There were approximately 64,000 vacant available rental units in New York City as of the survey period, a decrease of approximately 17,000 units since 1996.  The number of housing units in the City since 1996 has increased by 44,000 units to 3,039,000 from 2,995,000 in 1996, while the total number of rental units for the same period has decreased by .5% from 2,027,421 units to 2,017,701 rental units in 1999.  In 1999 about 2.7%, or 52,562 units, of occupied rental stock was subject to Rent Control, down by 25.5% from 1996 when approximately 3.6% or 71,000 units were covered.  In 1993  there were approximately 102,000 Rent Controlled units. 


The Survey notes that the median monthly gross rent, including utility payments, increased 9.4% from $640 in 1996 to $700 in 1999
. The inflation adjusted increase in median gross rent was 3.1%.

      This resolution would take effect immediately. 

� The preliminary numbers reported in 1997 were corrected by the Census Bureau and are used in this year’s report.
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