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..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to annual reporting of heat vulnerability and heat-related deaths
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 17-199.13 to read as follows:
§ 17-199.13 Report on heat vulnerability and heat-related deaths. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:
Heat exacerbated death. The term “heat exacerbated death” means a natural cause death likely resulting from an existing health condition exacerbated by heat. 
Heat stress death. The term “heat stress death” means a death directly attributed to heat on a death certificate, or with an underlying or contributing cause of i) excessive natural heat or ii) effects of heat and light, as such conditions are described in the International Classification of Diseases Version 10 coding system.
Heat vulnerability. The term “heat vulnerability” means the estimated risk of heat stress deaths and heat exacerbated deaths occurring in a geographical area based on social and environmental factors identified by the department.
b. No later than January 15, 2021, and by January 15 annually thereafter, the commissioner shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council and shall post conspicuously on the department’s website an annual report of the total number of heat stress deaths and heat exacerbated deaths in the city in the preceding calendar year. Such report shall also describe the relative heat vulnerability of each neighborhood tabulation area in the preceding calendar year. 
c. The annual report required by subdivision b of this section shall include a table in which each separate row references a unique heat stress death or heat exacerbated death. Each such row shall include the following information, as well as any additional information the commissioner deems appropriate, set forth in separate columns:
1. The month in which the death occurred;
2. The age of the decedent;
3. The race or ethnicity of the decedent; 
4. The neighborhood tabulation area of the decedent; and
5. A unique and anonymous identification code corresponding to the decedent about whom information is being reported.
d. The annual report required by subdivision b of this section shall also include:
1. A data dictionary; 
2. A description of social and environmental factors assessed by the department to determine heat vulnerability; and
3. A description of methods used to derive heat vulnerability and identify heat exacerbated heat deaths.
e. Upon a determination that reporting unique heat-related deaths as required by subdivision b of this section is impracticable, the department may instead provide an estimate of the number of heat exacerbated deaths in the preceding calendar year. Such estimate shall be an average of the current year and preceding years’ estimates and shall be reported at the smallest interval of time that yields a reliable estimate. 
f. Except as otherwise provided in this section, no report required by subdivision b of this section shall contain personally identifiable information. 
g. The commissioner may promulgate such rules as may be necessary to implement the provisions of this section. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 
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