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January 2nd 2020 
 

TO: Jonathan Ettricks  
Legislative Documents Unit  
New York City Council  
GZilkha@council.nyc.gov 

FROM: JANA LEO DE BLAS, Shareholder 
 WEST 144TH STREET  
New York NY 10031 

Dear Jonathan:  
I am in an scholarship in Rome, and I will be unable to go to the hearing  
RE:   Int 1757 - In relation to modifications to the department of housing 
preservation and development housing portal. Int 1783 - In relation to excluding 
cooperatives from the housing portal, that will took place Monday, January 13, 2020 at 
10:00 A.M. Please find my testimony attached here. 
Thank you very much for letting me know about this important matter.  
 

SUMMARY 
I am against including HDFC  Coops in Local Law 64  

A policy blunder that puts unspeakable pressure on low-to-middle income 
homeowners has been written into law and must be changed. The new Local Law 64 
that is now in effect is a serious burden on owners of small buildings like ours. We 
are not the landlords for whom this bill was written. We are homeowners in HDFC 
cooperatives, and now we are asked to comply with endless paperwork and to suffer 
horrible stress because in July 2020 we will have to register our apartments and pay 
punitive fines if we are late. 

Some of us don't speak or write in English and we don't have computers. BUT WE 
ARE OWNERS and we have the right to OUR PRIVACY AND DIGNITY. The 
inclusion of HDFCs in the bill was a mistake (you say). You had very good 
intentions (you say). You wanted to make houses available to more people, AND 
YET you act without foresight or care, threatening us with homelessness if we 
cannot pay the fines that LL64 will impose. The world is filled with people who lost 
their lives because of the "good intentions" of others.  

Int 1757 have robbed me — and all HDFC coop shareholders in this community — 
of sleep and security.  We beg that you immediately correct Local Law 64: Take 
HDFC coop homeowners out of the wording.   

I am in favor of Int 1783 - excluding cooperatives from the housing portal 

This bill introduced by Mark Levine would amend Local Law 64 for the year 2018 
so that certain dwelling units in buildings owned in the cooperative form of 
ownership are exempt from the requirements of the housing portal. 

DETAIL: 

 RESASONS WHY as a HDFC shareholder I AM AGAINST Local Law 64 of 2018, also 
known as the new “Housing Portal” law.   
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 The City Council passed Local Law 64 of 2018 to force big developers to 
register new affordable rental units, but somehow every individual HDFC 
apartment owner got caught up in it along the way, and next year we could 
face fines up to $2,000 a month for not complying with the law. 

If not amended, starting in July of 2020 Local Law 64 will:  
• Require every HDFC apartment owner to register their apartment each 

year on a website run by HPD, and to list their apartment again when it 
is offered for sale or rent.  

• Cause each and every HDFC apartment owner to receive as many as 
1,000 applications or more through the HPD website if we sell our 
apartment, and leave us at risk of being sued for not replying to each 
application, according to HPD.  

• Allow HPD to fine shareholders from $100 to $2,000 per month for 
failing to list their apartment sometime after July 2020, when the HPD 
website is scheduled to be operational.   

• Require all HDFC shareholders to comply, including those whom are 
elderly, may not use computers, may not communicate primarily 
in  English, and cannot afford to pay such fines. 

• Invade our privacy and require us to list our private homes on a 
government website. 

• Possibly cause banks to stop lending for HDFCs or make it more 
difficult to get a loan or a mortgage.  

 
It makes absolutely no sense for the City to invade our privacy, require the 
elderly to use computers in a language they may not understand, and then 
punish HDFC shareholders with fines that they cannot afford to pay. 
Surprisingly, HPD opposed the enactment of Local Law 64 and testified 
against it, as did some other organizations.  Then again, the law simply 
doesn’t make sense, and this was clear to HPD.   
 
What is Local Law 64 of 2018, and what is HPD’s new “Housing  Portal” 
website? 
On December 19, 2017, the New York City Council approved Intro 1015, 
which then became Local Law 64 of 2018, and submitted it to Mayor Bill de 
Blasio. Mayor de Blasio failed to approve or disapprove the legislation within 
thirty days, and therefore it became law. Local Law 64 (LL 64) started out as a 
bill primarily sponsored by Council Member Ben Kallos of Manhattan’s 
Upper East Side. While the bill began as an effort to target big developers who 
failed to register rent stabilized apartments in new developments, the bill 
apparently took on a life of its own and was expanded along the way to 
include other types of housing. 
 
Until recently, many HDFC shareholder were not aware of the potential 
significance of LL 64 for HDFC cooperatives.  The HDFC Coalition was not 
consulted about the bill, and it’s not clear whether or not many of the Council 
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Members who voted to pass the bill understood what the impact on HDFC 
shareholders would be. 
 
Local Law 64 requires essentially all affordable housing units (including 
HDFC co-ops) to be listed by their owners (this means you) on a new HPD 
website to be launched by July 1, 2020, and failing to do so could cost owners 
(again, this means you!) up to $2,000.00 per month in fines. 
 
LL 64 requires HPD to set up the new website and create a reporting process 
for apartment owners (this means me, or the board of directors of my HDFC if 
the apartment is a rental owned by the co-op corporation).  Unless the law is 
amended, HDFC owners will be required to provide a significant amount of 
information to HPD each year, and additional information will also be 
required whenever an HDFC  apartments comes on the market for sale and/or 
rent. 
  
This law ostensibly creates a more transparent process for the marketing, sale, 
and rental of affordable housing. However, as it applies to HDFC co-ops, it 
creates a potentially expensive and time-consuming obligation that could 
negatively affect the value of, and market for, apartments in HDFC co-ops 
without offering any obvious benefits to HDFC co-ops, their shareholders or 
boards of directors. 
  
Much will depend on how HPD constructs the website and the procedures for 
complying with this law. It appears that HPD will be required to initiate a 
rule-making process at some point, where a set of draft rules must be provided 
by HPD for public comment, and HPD will then have to review and respond 
to the comments received before issuing a final set of rules. If LL 64 is not 
amended and HDFC shareholders are required to fully comply with this law, 
the penalties for failing to do so are: 

$100 per month for the first six-month period 
$250 per month for the second six-month period 
$1,000 per month for the third six-month period 
$2,000 per month for the fourth six-month period and for each month 

thereafter 
 
The HDFC Coalition and many shareholders with the support of many 

City Councils ( including Mark	Levine)	 have been fighting to exclude	
cooperatives	from	the	housing	portal,	this	is	now	what	I	am	asking:	

	
Exclude	cooperatives	from	the	housing	portal,	
	
	
 

With Respect 

Jana Leo de Blas 



Intro 1783-A in relation to excluding certain cooperatives from the housing portal 

 

Please vote yes on Mark Levine’s bill 1783-A to amend Local Law 64 of 20&18. 

As HDFC coop shareholder’s we are not landlords. Our 323 W. 43rd St. HDFC has 

been self managed since 1997. We are up to date with all rules, regulations, laws. 

Our building is in excellent condition and extremely clean. We all have put in 

thousands of unpaid hours to be a successful HDFC. 
 

Leslie Johnson 

President, 323 W. 43rd St. HDFC 

323 W. 43rd St.  

New York, NY 10036 

212 265 1702 

Kungfu323@earthlink.net 

 



Support Intro 1783-A 

 

For several years, HPD has tried to wrest control of HDFC coops. They arbitrarily 
attempted to end the DAMP program 12 years before its expiration date and pressured 
HDFCs to sign on to their one-size-fits-all regulatory agreement. After receiving much 
pushback, this onerous agreement was not implemented, but HPD tries to force it on 
us whenever possible. For example, if an HDFC building inquires about a low interest 
loan to make energy efficiency improvements or needed repairs, they find that a loan is 
available IF they sign the regulatory agreement.  
  
Now we are contending with a new threat. I recently learned that HDFCs are included 
under Local Law 64. LL64, originally intended for heavily subsidized rental properties, 
requires every HDFC coop apartment to be listed annually on a NYC government 
website run by HPD known as the "Housing Portal” and for each sale to be treated as a 
Housing Lottery. If HDFC coops are not exempted from LL64, all HDFC shareholders 
could soon be fined up to $2,000 per month, per unit, if their apartments are not 
registered each year. While it may be appropriate to require large developers to 
register rental apartments and fine them up to $2,000 per month if they don’t comply, it 
is not appropriate to treat small homeowners the same way.  These requirements 
would treat our private homes as if they are landlord owned, rent-regulated 
apartments. This is blatantly wrong. 
  
I urge you to pass Council Member Levine's bill 1783-A to exempt HDFC coops 
from these requirements by amending LL64. 
  
The HDFC program allowed the city to unload a lot of decrepit abandoned buildings, 
while providing housing for people who couldn't afford it. Having affordable housing 
and home ownership allowed shareholders to improve their buildings, hold steady jobs, 
provide for their families, pay taxes, support local businesses, and make their 
neighborhoods more desirable, thereby attracting more businesses and residents and 
raising the tax base of the city. I would call this a successful program! It would be a 
shame to undermine it with rash changes that do not take into account the many 
destructive ramifications they may incur.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lisa Harrison 
212 West 105 St. HDFC 
New York, NY 10025 
 



Council of New York Cooperatives & Condominiums
INFORMATION, EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY

250 West 57 Street • Suite 730 • New York, NY 10107-0700

TESTIMONY TO THE COMMITTEE ON HOUSING & BUILDINGS
IN SUPPORT OF TNT. 1783-A
January 15, 2020

The Council of New York Cooperatives & Condominiums is a membership organization providing
information education and advocacy to housing cooperatives and condominiums located throughout
the five boroughs of New York City and beyond. More than 170,000 New York families make their
homes in CNYC member buildings, which span the full economic spectrum from very modest,
income-restricted housing to soLid middle class apartment complexes to some very upscale
dwellings. The common thread is that these buildings are owed by their residents and operate as self-
governing representative democracies. Many of CNYC’s member are 1-IDFC cooperatives. CNYC
also works closely with the Urban Homesteading Assistance Board (UHAB), which has helped
create, train and maintain hundreds of HDFCs in New York City in the last 45 years.

We write to offer our strong support for Tnt. I 783-A which recognizes the unique character of
housing cooperatives and the need for a careful screening procedure to ensure that prospective
cooperative members understand that they are becoming members of a community where their active
participation and support will be expected. The smaller the cooperative the more absolutely’ vital
this is.

CNYC applauds the realistic approach oflnt. I 783-A in removing cooperatives from the requirement
of listing units with the HPD housing connect portal and recruiting prospective new shareholders
form that source.

The cooperative model has long been proven the most successful form of affordable housing in our
nation. Resident owners take better care of their homes than do renters in affordable housing
accommodations. The opportunity to participate in the governance and ofien also in the day-to-day
operation of one’s home builds confidence and personal growth along with governance and
operational skills.

Our thanks to the City Council and this Committee for this practical and helpful legislation. CNYC
remains committed to working with government for the benefit of our membership and the City at-
large.

Thank you for this opportunity to express our views.

Mary Ann Rothman

Executive Director

Phone 212 496-7400 • Fax 212 580-7801 • c-maW info@CNYCcoop • Webste: www.CNYC.coop














