Int. No. 973

By Council Members Recchia, Jr., Comrie, Dickens, Fidler, Garodnick, Gioia, James, Lappin, Mitchell, Nelson, Reyna, Rivera, Stewart, Liu, Yassky, Sears, White Jr., Mendez, de Blasio, Mark-Viverito, Katz, Vallone Jr., Gerson, Koppell, Vann, Avella, Vacca, Jackson, Brewer, Gonzalez and Ferreras.

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to upgrading lighting systems in existing buildings greater than 50,000 gross square feet.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Declaration of legislative findings and intent. The Council finds that lighting is responsible for almost 20% of the energy used in New York City’s buildings and roughly 20% of a building’s carbon emissions. Rapid improvements in lighting technology in the past decades have made it feasible to dramatically reduce this energy consumption by installing more efficient lighting systems. Furthermore, any investments made to install such systems will typically be realized through operational savings. The Council finds that requiring lighting systems of all buildings greater than 50,000 gross square feet to be upgraded to meet the minimum requirements of the New York City Energy Conservation Code by no later than December 31, 2022 will save energy and significantly reduce carbon emissions.   The Council also finds that given the rates of renovation of  tenant space in commercial and mercantile buildings it is reasonable to require the lighting systems of such spaces to be upgraded during such renovations.

§2.  Chapter 3 of title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new article 310 to read as follows:

ARTICLE 310

REQUIRED UPGRADE OF LIGHTING SYSTEMS 

§28-310.1 General.  Lighting systems in covered buildings shall be upgraded as provided for in this article.  

§28-310.2 Definitions.  As used in this article the following terms shall have the following meanings unless the context or subject matter requires otherwise:

COVERED BUILDING.  An existing building that exceeds 50,000 gross square feet, as determined by the department of finance, or two or more buildings on the same tax lot that together exceed 50,000 gross square feet.

PROJECT.  A design and construction undertaking comprised of work related to renovation of tenant space within a covered building.  A project is represented by one or more plan/work applications, including construction documents compiled in accordance with section BC 106 of the New York City Building Code, that relate to the renovation of tenant space within a covered building.  Applications for a project may have different registered design professionals and different job numbers, and may result in the issuance of one or more permits. 

RENOVATION.  Performance of any work pursuant to a work permit issued in accordance with article 105 of chapter 1 of this title or that would otherwise require a permit pursuant to such article

Exception: Performance of work pursuant to a limited plumbing, sprinkler or standpipe alteration. 

TENANT SPACE.  A suite of offices, mercantile space or other contiguous space classified within occupancy group B and/or M that is let or sublet by the owner of the covered building or a lessee of such space to another person.  For the purposes of this article two or more tenant spaces in a building let or sublet to the same person shall be considered to be a single tenant space.

UPGRADE. The installation or modification of the lighting system  of a covered building or of a tenant space within a covered building, as applicable, to comply with the standards required for new systems including all of the following elements: lighting controls (interior lighting controls, light reduction controls and automatic lighting shutoff), tandem wiring, exit signs, interior lighting power requirements and, as applicable, exterior lighting. 

§28-310.3 Upgrade of lighting system within tenant space required.  On and after July 1, 2010 and prior to December 31, 2022, whenever there is a renovation project  of any kind within a tenant space of a covered building, regardless of whether such renovation project would otherwise involve electrical work., the lighting system of such space shall be upgraded to comply with the standards for new systems set forth in section 805 of the New York city energy conservation code or ASHRAE/ IESNA 90.1 as referenced in Chapter 10 of such energy code.   

Exceptions:  1.  An upgrade of the lighting system of a tenant space is not required if the estimated cost of the renovation project, not including the estimated cost of upgrading the lighting system, is less than $50,000.

2.  If the renovation project is confined to a part of the tenant space bounded by permanent floor-to-ceiling partitions and/or closable doors, only the lighting system within the boundaries of such confined space shall be required to be upgraded to comply with the standards for new systems.  If the renovation project is in a part of the tenant space open to other parts of the tenant space without intervening partitions and/or doors the lighting system of the entire open space shall be upgraded to comply with the standards for new systems.

3.  No upgrade is required for: 

3.1  elements of the lighting system that are in compliance with the standards of the New York city energy conservation code for new systems as in effect on or after July 1, 2010, or

3.2 with respect to lighting power density, lighting power densities in any part of any tenant space bounded by permanent floor-to-ceiling partitions and/or closable doors that are in compliance with the standards of the New York city energy conservation code for new systems as in effect on or after July 1, 2010.
§28-310.4  Upgrade of lighting systems of covered buildings required.  On or prior to December 31, 2022, the owner of a covered building shall complete the upgrade of the lighting system of the entire covered building (except in dwelling units classified within occupancy groups R-2 or R-3), including exterior lighting, to comply with the standards for new systems set forth in section 805 of the New York city energy conservation code or ASHRAE/ IESNA 90.1 as referenced in Chapter 10 of such energy code and shall file, on or prior to such date, a report with the department prepared by a registered design professional certifying that such upgrade has been completed.

Exceptions.   No upgrade is required for:

1. An element of the lighting system that is in compliance with the standards of the New York city energy conservation code for new systems as in effect on or after July 1, 2010, or

2. With respect to lighting power density, lighting power densities in any part of any space bounded by permanent floor-to-ceiling partitions and/or closable doors that are in compliance with the standards of the New York city energy conservation code for new systems as in effect on or after July 1, 2010.

§3.  This local law shall take effect on the later of  July 1, 2010 or one year following its enactment into law and shall apply to applications for permits for the renovation of  tenant space submitted on and after such effective date.

