
Remarks for Committee on Civil Service & Labor Hearing/Vote 
Resolution 0040-2018: Calling for NYCERS to recognizing SSA & NYS Workers 
Comp Board disability benefits approvals  
 

Unfortunately, Council Member Cornegy could not be here to 
speak on Resolution 40 due to falling building debris resulting 
in a pedestrian fatality in Manhattan. He has asked me to read 
this statement on his behalf:  
 
Resolution 40 calls for a change of burdens people bear in 
accessing disability pensions, versus the burden the New 
York City Employee Retirement System, NYCERS, bears. It 
calls for NYCERS to take on board the concurrent findings for 
disability benefits by the New York State Workers 
Compensation Board and the United States Social Security 
Administration.  
 
When Workers Comp and S.S.A. have both found an injured 
worker eligible for benefits, NYCERS needs to act, not make 
that injured worker jump through yet another process of 
paperwork and delays to access their accidental disability 
pension.  
 
This resolution relies on a basic finding from social sciences: 
the choices government makes in designing systems has real 
world consequences for the people who have to navigate 
those systems.  
 
This Resolution says the design of this system should change 
to reflect the fact that: in Workers Comp and in S.S.A., we 
already have two examinations as to an injured workers’ 
circumstances. NYCERS should take those findings and 
create an altogether less burdensome, easier to navigate, and 
more common-sense system.  



 
I thank all my colleagues voting in favor of Resolution 40, and 
voting in favor of our efforts to make that more common-
sense system a reality for New Yorkers.  
 
Thank you. 
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