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Testimony of City Harvest 

The Committee on Economic Development  

 

Oversight Hearing on the Economic Impact of  

the Hunts Point Food Distribution Center 
 
Good afternoon Chairperson Vallone and members of the Committees on Economic 
Development. Thank you for holding this hearing today on the impact of the Hunts Point Food 
Distribution Center (FDC). As one of New York City’s largest and longest operating food rescue 
organizations, we recognize that Hunts Point FDC and the surrounding area stands out as a 
critical partnership for ensuring that we are able to provide a variety of quality-healthful 
produce to our network of emergency food programs partners that support nearly 1.2 million 
New Yorkers that face food insecurity. Over the past three years alone, we have procured over 
5 million pounds of perfectly edible donated produce from the Hunts Point FDC. 
 
Furthermore, the Hunts Point FDC also stands as a vital institution for supporting other critical 
food system policies and programs, including the New York State Department of Agriculture and 
Markets’ Vital BK initiative and the City’s Good Food Purchasing Program goals. 

 

Rescuing Food from the Hunts Point Terminal and Area 
Established in 1982, City Harvest is New York City’s largest food rescue organization, putting 
healthful food within reach for nearly 1.2 million New Yorkers who are struggling to put meals 
on their tables. This year, we will rescue 64 million pounds of food from approximately 2,500 
different food donors including farms, grocers, manufacturers, and restaurants, with fresh 
produce accounting for more than half of the food we collect. We will deliver this food, free of 
charge, to hundreds of food pantries, soup kitchens, and other community partners across the 
five boroughs.  
 
The Hunts Point FDC and the surrounding area accounted for nearly 10 percent of all 
of City Harvest’s food donations in FY19 (July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019) and includes 
one of our top 5 local food donors. The volume of quality-donated-food that we receive 
from Hunts Point has been consistently high enough for us to dispatch up to three City Harvest 
drivers to pick up food from the area 4-days a week. In total, City Harvest has 8 weekly truck 
routes that are able to provide a variety of produce from the Hunts Point FDC to 47 different 
emergency food programs across the Bronx, Queens, and Brooklyn. Our fleet of City Harvest 
drivers rescued 2.69 million pounds of produce from the Hunts Point FDC and 2.75 million 
pounds from local retailers in the surrounding area last fiscal year. Through our partnership 
with the Hunts Point FDC and the addition of a full-time City Harvest staff member to work with 
our portfolio of 21 produce vendors at the produce terminal market, we were able to increase 
the amount of food donations we pick up from Hunts Point from FY18 to FY19 by 82 percent. 
All of our 21 produce donors at the Hunts Point FDC are donating a combined 223,000 per 
month of quality produce for our emergency food network to provide access to healthy food for 
families that face food insecurity.   
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In addition to the generous volume of healthful food donations we receive from the 
Hunts Point FDC, City Harvest’s network of emergency food providers and drivers, 
whom are trained in food safety and have rescued food from the terminal for over 
35 years, have indicated that the variety and quality of the fresh produce we rescue 
from the terminal continues to improve and meet the needs of emergency food 
program providers. Through a survey of our partner emergency food programs, we have 
found that over 96 percent indicated that the variety of donations they receive from Hunts Point 
are medium or high and that over 93 percent indicated that the food donations are of medium 
or high quality. Through our survey of our drivers that pick up from Hunts Point FDC, they 
indicated that our program partners are able to accept the majority of their food donation 
deliveries from the terminal, with limited storage space and capacity to receive all of donations 
being one of the factors why they may not be able to accept the full donation. 
 
Terminal’s Implication for Other Food Access Policies/Initiatives  
In addition to City Harvest’s emergency food operation, we also advocate for policies and 
programs that improve food access and buttress the local food system. Through our Policy 
and Government Relations efforts, we also recognize Hunt Point FDC as a critical 
resource for the viability of the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets’ Vital BK 
initiative to improve access to fresh produce in central Brooklyn, and the City’s Good 
Food Purchasing Program goals to procure more local produce in city agencies. In 
order to increase local food procurement for City agencies like the Department of Education, 
which provides meals for 1.1 million children daily, and in order to overcome the infrastructural 
limitations to establish a food hub model in Central BK---as laid forth by the Governor’s Vital BK 
agenda---the resources, expertise and the success of the Hunts Point FDC is an important asset 
to both food access policies.  

 
Conclusion 
Thank you for holding today’s oversight hearing on the Hunts Point Food Distribution Center. 
City Harvest continues to partner with the Hunts Point FDC to secure healthy and quality 
produce for our emergency food program partners so that families that face food insecurity are 
able to access fresh quality produce. The Hunts Point FDC remains a critical staple in our local 
food system and food access operations. We are aware of concerns about the resiliency of the 
Hunts Point area and its ability to withstand flooding and climate change, as well as other 
externalities attached to the general operation such as traffic control. In that vein, City Harvest 
welcomes the City Council’s attention to the needs, opportunities and physical and technical 
resources that Hunts Point brings to our local food system and encourage the City to be mindful 
of climate externalities and barriers for Hunts Point. With well over 5000 jobs and accounting 
for over 60 percent of New York City’s produce sale, the viability of the Hunts Point terminal 
and the surrounding area warrants the City’s attention. We look forward to collaborating with 
the City on efforts that underline the viability of the Hunts Point Food Distribution Center. 

 
Jerome Nathaniel, Associate Director of Policy and Government Relations 
Jnathaniel@cityharvest.org 
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