City Council Hearing 9/26 Thur @10am Concerns about the Impacts of Film Shoots in Lower Manhattan
To whom might be concern,

My family of 3 children my husband and I live at 100 Reade street between Church street and West broadway
for over 10 years.
I am also the Vice president of our condominium board Tribeca Court,
I have been extremely active at preventing film shooting on our block that has been totally abuse. You could see
my name on many emails exchange with the lovely Cora Fung who has been the only one caring for us and to
the office of film permits I called them so many times and emailed them I reached out to Mr Nizza and Mrs
Acosta but only when Ms Fung got involved did they decided to pay attention to us.
It has been a nightmare what we were put through in the last 3 years. Constant crews on our blocks blocking
passage where we have so many schools for small children. Engnes on all night , screaming of crews in the
early morning right under our windows we live on the 2 nd floor. Breaking the trees we worked hard to have in
front of our building, damaging the planters, I had so many fights with the crews about our trees they were
damaging with big trucks parking in front of our building and they were laughing at me like when I asked them
to stop.
We are tax payers and literally the film shooting has been damaging our quality of lives and the little businesses
trying to survive in our area.
Please help us restore our streets with the quality of life our residents and kids and businesses deserve .
We should be able to walk around with our strollers and kids without cables everywhere , traffic and noise,
This is a family friendly area.
I have endless pictures documenting what I just described I will only send a few.
Thank you for having the hearing, sorry for not being able to testify and we trust we will be heard and good
actions will be taken.
Diane Arnold
VP Tribeca Court.
100 Reade street
NYC NY 10013

<dianedetalle@gmail.com>

Bill Grant Testimony - Film Shoots Hearing
I am unable to attend the Sept. 26 oversight hearing on the impact of the film industry
expansion so I am submitting my testimony via email to be entered on the record. My family
has resided at 104-108 Reade Street since 2010 and have observed an increase in the
frequency of film shoots along Reade Street during this time. The main concern I have is street
and sidewalk safety for bicyclists and pedestrians because the film crews have cords and heavy
machinery all over the place while the shoots are going on.
Sincerely,
Bill Grant (104-108 Reade Street)
<Bj.Grant@morganstanley.com>

City Council Hearing 9/26 Thur @10am Concerns about the Impacts of Film Shoots in Lower
Manhattan
Ms Guerra,
I am a resident on Reade Street in Tribeca. Our street has had a lot of film shoots over the
past years. I respectfully ask the city council for three things.
-please can they restrict the number of times per month and per year a particular street
can be used for filming.
-please can the city set up a 24/7 hotline for residents to call regarding film related
problems. The current office only operates 9-5, and if there is an issue at 6am there is no
one to call.
-please can you ban idling vehicles because the fumes are very dangerous for residents
especially young children, and they are very noisy.
Dates they have used Reade for filming in 2019 so far:
1/22, 1/24, 1/25,
2/13, 2/14, 2/28,
3/1, 5/28
And this is a good year so far!
Thank you for your help
Megan Brothers
108 Reade Street.
<meganbrothers50@me.com>

Film Crew on Reade Street
Dear Sir/Madam,
I would like to add my voice to those who wish to complain about the frequency and disturbance caused
by film crews which use Reade Street to service their shoots. We have had as many as 2 crews in a single
week an 6 in a month. The sidewalks are obstructed by the steps which lead up to the semi-trailers, the
engines are left running all night causing exhaust and noise and the film crews are often but not always
noisy and obstruct the passage of strollers and pedestrians. It goes without saying that parking on the
street is restricted and the crews seem to have leave to tow vehicles which they find in the way of their
equipment.
These film crews are a blight on our neighborhood and although I can see that the movie industry is a
necessary and viable one, the number and scale of the film crews needs to be controlled and more
respect for the residents of the neighborhood needs to be observed.
A restriction of the number of permits over any one period of time would be useful and also the number
of trucks and equipment which is parked on narrow streets, such as Reade Street should be mandated.
Regards
Robert M Moore
99, Reade Street
New York
NY 10013
<rmmoore212@msn.com>

Film shoot for the record bun Steve Lopalito, Glendale resident
The film shoots may be fun and exciting to see, the hope of seeing your favorite show /
movie being created or seeing your favorite celebrity. The hope of the boost in revenue for the
local business that would come from the influx of people coming to an area to shoot, But just
like Hollywood it’s all smoke and mirrors.
The negative impact of movie/tv shoots in the neighborhood has been great and overly
abused. Neighborhoods are being over taken and residents have no choice but to sit back watch
and do nothing. Areas and blocks being used for shoots one to three times a week over in a
course of a few months. Taking parking spots, heavy volumes of extra traffic and congestion,
extreme amounts of noise pollution to quiet areas.
My experience from being a Glendale resident all my life, the impact of the studio and
movie/tv shoot permit has been a negative. The over abuses permits being issued on cooper ave,
84st and other surrounding blocks just shows the residents are not being thought of or cared
about. Neighborhood goes to the highest bidder. Studio personnel put permits up for specific
streets then puts cones off areas to hold parking for employees personal that no permits are
issued. Studios make fake parking permits and post them up to take more parking or in the
middle of the night put cones out in the street to block off areas for the incoming studio
employees in the morning. When the studio and employees are confronted about the parking,
over abused permits, heavier noise and living impact there causing to the residents, there is zero
remorse or sympathy. Movies and studio are taking away local businesses foot traffic and the
ability of people to park and go to local businesses.
There has to be limits on studios and production companies shooting films in neighborhoods.
And red flag areas that are over abused and cause the most impact to the areas. The impact to the
neighborhood is more greater then what people see.

Film Shoots in Lower Manhattan hearing

I am writing as a resident of 395 Broadway in Lower Manhattan pertaining to a community
meeting scheduled to take place tomorrow on the 26th pertaining to the frequency of film shoots
in my immediately neighbourhood. I will be unable to attend the meeting but wanted to submit
testimony. I have actually emailed and have been trying via 311 to register complaints about this
for years but have never received any reply or information until now (I just heard about the
meeting from my building's management agency).
Since moving to my building in 2006, I have noticed for years, the seemingly ever increasing
number of shoots in my immediate surroundings - specifically the blocks of White street between
Broadway and Church, Walker street between Broadway and Church, Lispinard street between
Broadway and Church, as well as Church between Franklin and Lispinard, and occasionally
other nearby blocks. The shoots invariably take away all the legal parking and and usually block
pedestrian traffic - often to accommodate the enormous number of support vehicles including
buffet meal stations, actors and actress rooms, and trucks loaded with filming equipment. These
disruptions often occur as much as two times a week or more during the cent - and we rarely get
a warning of more than a day or two.
This results in me having to find alternative legal overnight parking which can often be difficult
or far away. Additionally, there are often times I cannot walk down the blocks around my home
unimpeded by equipment, breakfasting film shoot workers, or staff telling me the street is closed
to pedestrians temporarily due to a scene being filmed. I am glad to hear of these bills being
considered by City Council and sincerely hope they pass. Additionally, it would seem fair to me
that neighbourhoods most impacted by filming should receive the lion's share of the tax and fee
revenue generated by the shoots.
Feel free to reply with any questions or if you need any more input.
Sincerely,

Timothy J Kintzel MD

395 Broadway NY, NY 10013

<64stratocaster@gmail.com>

September 23, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gjonaj
Chair, Committee on Small Business
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
The Honorable Robert Holden
Chair, Committee on Technology
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
Re: Film Industry Legislation at Joint Hearing of Small Business and Technology Committees
Dear Chairmen Gjonaj & Holden,
My name is Joe Durkin, I’m a producer at Afterparty VFX, a company that partners with production companies that
shoot in New York City. Afterparty VFX has an office in SOHO that employs 3 staff in addition to hundreds of
freelance workers throughout the year. We are proud to be part of an industry that supports thousands of jobs and
invests millions of dollars in New York City.
We recognize the importance of balancing the needs of production companies with the concerns of the local
community. However, proposals to raise permit fees, prolong application timeframes, and extend notification
requirements fail to strike a balance. Instead, they will pose additional barriers to on-location filming, which is
already an expensive and logistically complex undertaking, and drive commercial production out of the city.
In particular, we strongly oppose the proposed 14-day notification requirement for permit applications that request
special parking and we urge you to reject it. It is practically unfeasible for commercial productions to file an
application 14 days before the start of filming due to our industry’s short-term, fast-paced production timelines. A 14day notice would put New York City out of sync and at a distinct disadvantage to comparable global production
centers that require as little as 3-day notices. This requirement combined with increased permitting fees will decimate
the local commercial production industry.
The State of New York, recognizing the economic and cultural importance of our industry, recently expanded and
extended its tax incentives program for commercial productions. New York City is poised to reap the greatest benefits
from these incentives. Local legislation, therefore, should seek to complement not contradict the State’s commitment
to welcoming and supporting the film industry. We look forward to working with you to optimize the benefits of local
commercial production and ensure continued economic growth.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Joe Durkin

cc:
Members, Committee on Small Business
Members, Committee on Technology
Anne del Castillo, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment

SALLY ANTONACCHIO
OWNER/EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

September 19, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gjonaj
Chair, Committee on Small Business
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
The Honorable Robert Holden
Chair, Committee on Technology
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
Re: Film Industry Legislation at Joint Hearing of Small Business and
Technology Committees

THE ARTISTS COMPANY
79
MERCER STREET
2ND FLOOR
NEW
YORK
CITY
10012
TEL 212 679 7199
FAX 212 807 6167

Dear Chairmen Gjonaj & Holden,
My name is Sally Antonacchio, I’m the Owner and Executive Producer of The Artists Company, a
certified WBE by NY State Department of Economic Development (a division of Minority &
Women’s Business Development), a member of NYC Department of Small Business Services and
a Member of the Association of Independent Commercial Producers. The Artists Company has
an office in Soho that employs hundreds of freelance workers throughout the year. We are proud
to be part of an industry that supports thousands of jobs and invests millions of dollars in New
York City.
We recognize the importance of balancing the needs of production companies with the concerns
of the local community. However, proposals to raise permit fees, prolong application
timeframes, and extend notification requirements fail to strike a balance. Instead, they will pose
additional barriers to on-location filming, which is already an expensive and logistically complex
undertaking.
In particular, we strongly oppose the proposed 14-day notification requirement for permit
applications that request special parking and we urge you to reject it. It is practically unfeasible
for commercial productions to file an application 14 days before the start of filming due to our
industry’s short-term, fast-paced production timelines. A 14-day notice would put New York City
out of sync and at a distinct disadvantage to comparable global production centers that require
as little as 3-day notices. This requirement combined with increased permitting fees will only
serve to drive commercial productions out of New York.
The State of New York, recognizing the economic and cultural importance of our industry,
recently expanded and extended its tax incentives program for commercial productions. New
York City is poised to reap the greatest benefits from these incentives. Local legislation,
therefore, should seek to complement not contradict the State’s commitment to welcoming and

supporting the film industry. We look forward to working with you to optimize the benefits of
local commercial production and ensure continued economic growth.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Sally Antonacchio
Owner/Executive Producer
The Artists Company

cc:
Members, Committee on Small Business
Members, Committee on Technology
Anne del Castillo, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment

September 25, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gjonaj
Chair, Committee on Small Business
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
The Honorable Robert Holden
Chair, Committee on Technology
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
Re: Film Industry Legislation at Joint Hearing of Small Business and Technology
Committees
Dear Chairmen Gjonaj & Holden,
My name is David Clark, I’m the President at Scout Source a Location Service Company and a
Location Scout and Manager that works with several Production Companies that have offices in
New York City. These companies employs hundreds of freelance workers throughout the year.
Last year, I worked on 64 commercials consisting of 87 shoot days in New York City. We are
proud to be part of an industry that supports thousands of jobs and invests millions of dollars in
New York City.
We recognize the importance of balancing the needs of production companies with the concerns
of the local community. However, proposals to raise permit fees, prolong application
timeframes, and extend notification requirements fail to strike a balance. Instead, they will pose
additional barriers to on-location filming, which is already an expensive and logistically complex
undertaking, and drive commercial production out of the city.
In particular, we strongly oppose the proposed 14-day notification requirement for permit
applications that request special parking and we urge you to reject it. It is practically unfeasible
for commercial productions to file an application 14 days before the start of filming due to our
industry’s short-term, fast-paced production timelines. A 14-day notice would put New York City
out of sync and at a distinct disadvantage to comparable global production centers that require
as little as 3-day notices. This requirement combined with increased permitting fees will
decimate the local commercial production industry.
The State of New York, recognizing the economic and cultural importance of our industry,
recently expanded and extended its tax incentives program for commercial productions. New
York City is poised to reap the greatest benefits from these incentives. Local legislation,
therefore, should seek to complement not contradict the State’s commitment to welcoming and
supporting the film industry. We look forward to working with you to optimize the benefits of
local commercial production and ensure continued economic growth.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

David Clark

cc:
Members, Committee on Small Business
Members, Committee on Technology
Anne del Castillo, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment

September 19, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gjonaj
Chair, Committee on Small Business
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
The Honorable Robert Holden
Chair, Committee on Technology
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
Re: Film Industry Legislation at Joint Hearing of Small Business and Technology
Committees
Dear Chairmen Gjonaj & Holden,
My name is Megan Kelly, I’m the Managing Partner at Honor Society Films, LLC and a Board
Member of the Association of Independent Commercial Producers. Honor Society has an office
in SOHO that employs eight staff in addition to hundreds of freelance workers throughout the
year. Last year, we produced four commercials consisting of five shoot days in New York City.
We are proud to be part of an industry that supports thousands of jobs and invests millions of
dollars in New York City.
We recognize the importance of balancing the needs of production companies with the concerns
of the local community. However, proposals to raise permit fees, prolong application
timeframes, and extend notification requirements fail to strike a balance. Instead, they will pose
additional barriers to on-location filming, which is already an expensive and logistically complex
undertaking.
In particular, we strongly oppose the proposed 14-day notification requirement for permit
applications that request special parking and we urge you to reject it. It is practically unfeasible
for commercial productions to file an application 14 days before the start of filming due to our
industry’s short-term, fast-paced production timelines. A 14-day notice would put New York City
out of sync and at a distinct disadvantage to comparable global production centers that require
as little as 3-day notices. This requirement combined with increased permitting fees will only
serve to drive commercial productions out of New York.
The State of New York, recognizing the economic and cultural importance of our industry,
recently expanded and extended its tax incentives program for commercial productions. New
York City is poised to reap the greatest benefits from these incentives. Local legislation,
therefore, should seek to complement not contradict the State’s commitment to welcoming and
supporting the film industry. We look forward to working with you to optimize the benefits of
local commercial production and ensure continued economic growth.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Megan Kelly

cc:
Members, Committee on Small Business
Members, Committee on Technology
Anne del Castillo, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment

September 23, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gjonaj
Chair, Committee on Small Business
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
The Honorable Robert Holden
Chair, Committee on Technology
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
Re: Film Industry Legislation at Joint Hearing of Small Business and Technology
Committees
Dear Chairmen Gjonaj & Holden,
My name is Yuma Morita, I’m the Executive Producer at LVLYHOOD / LVLY and a
member of the Association of Independent Commercial Producers. LVLYHOOD
/ LVLY has an office in Midtown East in Manhattan that employs approximately
60 staff in addition to hundreds of freelance workers throughout the year. Last
year, we produced 8 commercials consisting of 5 shoot days in New York City.
We are proud to be part of an industry that supports thousands of jobs and
invests millions of dollars in New York City.
We recognize the importance of balancing the needs of production companies
with the concerns of the local community. However, proposals to raise permit
fees, prolong application timeframes, and extend notification requirements fail
to strike a balance. Instead, they will pose additional barriers to on-location
filming, which is already an expensive and logistically complex undertaking, and
drive commercial production out of the city.
In particular, we strongly oppose the proposed 14-day notification requirement
for permit applications that request special parking and we urge you to reject it.
It is practically unfeasible for commercial productions to file an application 14
days before the start of filming due to our industry’s short-term, fast-paced
production timelines. A 14-day notice would put New York City out of sync and
at a distinct disadvantage to comparable global production centers that
require as little as 3-day notices. This requirement combined with increased
permitting fees will decimate the local commercial production industry.
The State of New York, recognizing the economic and cultural importance of
our industry, recently expanded and extended its tax incentives program for
commercial productions. New York City is poised to reap the greatest benefits
575 Lexington Avenue, 27th Floor New York, NY 10022
Tel: 212.752.1001
www.LVLYHOOD.tv

from these incentives. Local legislation, therefore, should seek to complement
not contradict the State’s commitment to welcoming and supporting the film
industry. We look forward to working with you to optimize the benefits of local
commercial production and ensure continued economic growth.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Yuma Morita
cc:
Members, Committee on Small Business
Members, Committee on Technology
Anne del Castillo, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment

575 Lexington Avenue, 27th Floor New York, NY 10022
Tel: 212.752.1001
www.LVLYHOOD.tv

September 23, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gjonaj !
Chair, Committee on Small Business!
City Hall !
New York, NY 10007
The Honorable Robert Holden!
Chair, Committee on Technology !
City Hall!
New York, NY 10007 !
Re: Film Industry Legislation at Joint Hearing of Small Business and Technology
Committees
Dear Chairmen Gjonaj & Holden,
My name is Anne Bobroff, I’m the Head of Production at Park Pictures LLC and a Member and
former Board Member of the East Board of the Association of Independent Commercial
Producers. Park Pictures LLC has an office in the Flatiron District, Manhattan that employs 10
staff in addition to hundreds of freelance workers throughout the year. Last year, we produced
(7) commercials consisting of (15) shoot days in New York City. We are proud to be part of an
industry that supports thousands of jobs and invests millions of dollars in New York City.
We recognize the importance of balancing the needs of production companies with the concerns
of the local community. However, proposals to raise permit fees, prolong application
timeframes, and extend notification requirements fail to strike a balance. Instead, they will pose
additional barriers to on-location filming, which is already an expensive and logistically complex
undertaking, and drive commercial production out of the city.
In particular, we strongly oppose the proposed 14-day notification requirement for permit
applications that request special parking and we urge you to reject it. It is practically unfeasible
for commercial productions to file an application 14 days before the start of filming due to our
industry’s short-term, fast-paced production timelines. A 14-day notice would put New York City
out of sync and at a distinct disadvantage to comparable global production centers that require
as little as 3-day notices. This requirement combined with increased permitting fees will
decimate the local commercial production industry.
The State of New York, recognizing the economic and cultural importance of our industry,
recently expanded and extended its tax incentives program for commercial productions. New
York City is poised to reap the greatest benefits from these incentives. Local legislation,
therefore, should seek to complement not contradict the State’s commitment to welcoming and
supporting the film industry. We look forward to working with you to optimize the benefits of
local commercial production and ensure continued economic growth.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Anne Bobroff
Head of Production, Park Pictures LLC.
!
cc:
Members, Committee on Small Business !
Members, Committee on Technology !
Anne del Castillo, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment

September 24, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gjonaj
Chair, Committee on Small Business
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
The Honorable Robert Holden
Chair, Committee on Technology
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
Re: Film Industry Legislation at Joint Hearing of Small Business and
Technology Committees
Dear Chairmen Gjonaj & Holden,
My name is Jean-Sebastien Brettes, I’m the owner at Fire Ants Production LLC D.B.A
REELTAG and a member and East Board Member representative of the Association of
Independent Commercial Producers. Reeltag has an office in Soho West that employs a
significant amount of freelance workers in New York throughout the year. We are proud
to be part of an industry that supports thousands of jobs and invests millions of dollars
in New York City.
We recognize the importance of balancing the needs of production companies with the
concerns of the local community. However, proposals to raise permit fees, prolong
application timeframes, and extend notification requirements fail to strike a balance.
Instead, they will pose additional barriers to on-location filming, which is already an
expensive and logistically complex undertaking, and drive commercial production out of
the city.
In particular, we strongly oppose the proposed 14-day notification requirement for
permit applications that request special parking and we urge you to reject it. It is
practically unfeasible for commercial productions to file an application 14 days before
the start of filming due to our industry’s short-term, fast-paced production timelines. A
14-day notice would put New York City out of sync and at a distinct disadvantage to
comparable global production centers that require as little as 3-day notices. This
requirement combined with increased permitting fees will decimate the local commercial
production industry.
The State of New York, recognizing the economic and cultural importance of our
industry, recently expanded and extended its tax incentives program for commercial
productions. New York City is poised to reap the greatest benefits from these incentives.
Local legislation, therefore, should seek to complement not contradict the State’s
commitment to welcoming and supporting the film industry. We look forward to
175 Varick Street, 8th FL
New York, NY 10014
Phone: +1 917 740 0160 ● Fax: +1 315 293 2480

working with you to optimize the benefits of local commercial production and ensure
continued economic growth.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Jean-Sébastien Brettes
Executive Producer I Producer
Fire-Ants Productions LLC DBA ReelTag
cc:
Members, Committee on Small Business
Members, Committee on Technology
Anne del Castillo, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment

175 Varick Street, 8th FL
New York, NY 10014
Phone: +1 917 740 0160 ● Fax: +1 315 293 2480

September 23, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gjonaj
Chair, Committee on Small Business
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
The Honorable Robert Holden
Chair, Committee on Technology
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
Re: Film Industry Legislation at Joint Hearing of Small Business and Technology Committees
Dear Chairmen Gjonaj & Holden,
My name is Andrew Colon, I’m the Chief Operating Officer at SMUGGLER, and a board member of the Association of
Independent Commercial Producers. SMUGGLER has an office in NYC that employs 20 staff in addition to hundreds of
freelance workers throughout the year. Last year, SMUGGLER alone produced 12 commercials consisting of 40 shoot days
in New York City. We are proud to be part of an industry that supports thousands of jobs and invests millions of dollars in
New York City.
We recognize the importance of balancing the needs of production companies with the concerns of the local community.
However, proposals to raise permit fees, prolong application timeframes, and extend notification requirements fail to
strike a balance. Instead, they will pose additional barriers to on-location filming, which is already an expensive and
logistically complex undertaking, and drive commercial production out of the city.
In particular, we strongly oppose the proposed 14-day notification requirement for permit applications that request
special parking and we urge you to reject it. It is practically unfeasible for commercial productions to file an application 14
days before the start of filming due to our industry’s short-term, fast-paced production timelines. A 14-day notice would
put New York City out of sync and at a distinct disadvantage to comparable global production centers that require as little
as 3-day notices. This requirement combined with increased permitting fees will decimate the local commercial
production industry.
The State of New York, recognizing the economic and cultural importance of our industry, recently expanded and
extended its tax incentives program for commercial productions. New York City is poised to reap the greatest benefits
from these incentives. Local legislation, therefore, should seek to complement not contradict the State’s commitment to
welcoming and supporting the film industry. We look forward to working with you to optimize the benefits of local
commercial production and ensure continued economic growth.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Andrew Colon
cc:
Members, Committee on Small Business
Members, Committee on Technology
Anne del Castillo, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment

LOS ANGELES | 823 SEWARD STREET | LOS ANGELES, CA 90038 | tel +1 323 817 3300 | fax +1 323 817 3333
NEW YORK | 38 W 21ST STREET, 12TH FLOOR | NEW YORK, NY 10010 | tel +1 212 337 3327 | fax +1 212 337 9686
LONDON | 6-10 GREAT PORTLAND STREET | LONDON | W1W 8QL | tel +44 (0) 207 636 7665 | fax +44 (0) 207 637 4667
www.smugglersite.com

Dear council members,
I have lived at 99 Reade Street for 27 years. We love our neighborhood. We raised
our son here and have formed a strong community. We also recognize the
important economic benefit to the City of New York. We have had careers of
public service having worked for NYS and NYC government.
We do, though, want to highlight several concerns about the impact of filming in
our neighborhood and on our street/in front of our building:
1. Too frequently (sometimes every week), Reade St between Church and West
Broadway, is used as an area for staging, truck parking, etc. We urge that other
streets be used more, so that the burden does not fall on our block. And that
Tribeca in general sees less frequent filming.
2. When parking restrictions are set to kick in at, say, 10pm, film staff begin to
place cones IN THE STREET several hours before and tell us (impolitely) that we
can't park on our block even though it's only 6pm or 7pm.
3. The noise and smell and environmental assault from the generators and
engines are beyond annoying - they interfere with one's right to peaceful
enjoyment of their home.
Respectfully submitted,
Steven Schall
99 Reade St
NY, NY 10013

September 25, 2019
Attn: Council Member Robert Holden
Re: Film Industry Expansion
To: NYC Council Committee on Technology and Small Business
We are a second generation family run flooring business based in Woodside,
Queens. We started our business over 30 years ago in a small 2,000 square foot
storefront. We have grown our business to over 20,000 square foot operation in
Woodside for one reason only - the NY Film and Television industry. This industry is
the sole reason we have survived recessions and most recently Chinese tariffs on
our products because of how busy and loyal the TV set decorators are to shopping
at our store.
Sadly we live in a world now where consumers don't shop in person and we have to
compete with online giants like Amazon to sell an area rug. Amazon and other big
box stores have shut down hundreds of small family businesses in our city. We
would be another closed and empty storefront in Queens if it wasn't for the tv
industry shopping at our establishment.
We employ over ten Queens, NY residents and we need even more help because of
how busy we are working in this wonderful dynamic industry. Included in my email
are images of some of the work we have done for HBO's Succession and movies
like Men In Black and The Greatest Showman.
We implore you to think how hard it is for a small business to stay afloat in today's
business climate before effecting an industry that employs so many New Yorkers
and helps the local economy. Please feel free to contact me if you have any
questions as I'm happy to give more insight.

Regards,
Christina Constantinou & Eleanor Kazas
Owners

Testimony
New York City Council
Committee on Small Business jointly with Committee on Technology
Oversight – Film Industry Expansion and its Impact
Thursday, September 26, 2019
The Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce is among the largest and most influential business
advocacy organizations in New York, having spent the last hundred years developing and
promoting policies that drive economic development and advance its members’ interests. The
Brooklyn Chamber is the voice of Brooklyn’s business community, offering the promotion,
support and advocacy businesses need to continue creating jobs and opportunities in their
communities.
We submit testimony today in support of the film and TV industry in New York City overall. This
thriving industry creates and grows good paying jobs throughout the city and its impact in
Brooklyn is notable. As of 2015, there were 15 motion picture production and post-production
facilities in Brooklyn. In fact, Steiner Studios, a Brooklyn Chamber member, opened five new
sound stages in the Brooklyn Navy Yard in 2012, which helped create more than 2,000 jobs. In
addition, Brooklyn College opened the Feirstein Graduate School of Cinema in 2015 at the
Brooklyn Navy Yard where students receive hands-on training at Steiner Studios.
Filming in New York City results in approximately 130,000 jobs for local area residents. In
Brooklyn, employment in motion picture and video industries has grown by 361 percent in the
last decade. Brooklyn startups and the tech sector are growing at a faster pace in the borough
than in the rest of New York City, and the creative industries, including film and TV production
and post-production, play an important role in this growth. We hope that you will consider the
important economic contributions of this industry as you review today’s bills. It is critical that we
support companies that provide vital employment in the borough while we also ensure that local
residents and businesses benefit from their productions.
Respectfully submitted:
Randy Peers, President & CEO

Testimony of Joe Falco, Owner, Il Porto Restaurant
Committees on Small Business & Technology
September 26, 2019
Good afternoon Council Members Holden and Gjonaj, and members of the Committee on
Technology and members of the Committee on Small Business.
My name is Joe Falco and I am an owner at Il Porto Restaurant, located just outside Steiner
Studios on Flushing Avenue and outside the Brooklyn Navy Yard. I am here to testify today on
behalf of Il Porto, a restaurant whose business thrives on the bustling film industry here in New
York City.
Il Porto was established in 2008 and has grown a lot along with Steiner Studios in 2004. Not
only has Il Porto been able to grow and expand because of the business we get from the film
productions in our backyard at Steiner Studios, but our neighborhood has benefitted from the
film industry, filming in the studios across the street or filming on location shoots all throughout
the neighborhood. My experiences with crews and on-location shoots on our street or in our
restaurant have always been positive. I have always found the production crews to be thoughtful
and respectful of my business.
I certainly understand how location shoots in the neighborhood can be disruptive – its hard to
walk along the streets, get to where you need to be and hard to find parking spots when the
productions are shooting. But, these are minor inconveniences given the great things the film
industry has brought to our neighborhood and New York City. Film has helped invigorate my
neighborhood, populate its business and support our services.
Il Porto, as a small business that relies on the business of the film industry, would like to urge the
City Council to think about these various bills at issue today and be reasonable. We can see for
ourselves how hard the location shoots can be on the crews and how chaotic they are to pull off.
These bills would certainly have a negative impact on studios wanting to film in New York City.
The bills seem arbitrary and will ultimately hurt businesses like ours and countless others. We
ask that the City Council consider these implications before passing this legislation.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

filming in lower manhattan
dear madam,
I am aware of some of the problems the lower manhattan Community
faces with filming.
If the rules an regulations you put through are effective,
all should turn out okay.
lets hope the film industry can behave.
audrey harkins
gateway ny
[audje75@gmail.com]

September 26, 2019
Councilman Robert Holden
New York City Council
250 Broadway, Suite 1774
New York, NY 10007
Re: New York City Council Hearing – Film Industry Expansion and its Impact
Dear Chairman Holden:
As Assistant Executive Director at the Directors Guild of America – a national labor
union that represents feature film and television directors, assistant directors, and
production and location managers – I represent members of the DGA’s Eastern Region,
2,125 of whom reside in New York City.
Over the past 15 years, as television and film production in this city has grown
significantly, so too has the ability of our members to establish and build careers,
families, and community ties here. In 2018 alone, our members residing in New York
City collectively earned over $75 Million from dramatic TV and film projects that shot,
at least in some part, in this city. Maintaining these jobs at home is of great importance
to these members but, as residents themselves, they are also sensitive to the impact
production has on their fellow residents and local businesses.
The DGA and its members are committed to continuing to work with the Mayor’s
Office, community organizations, and other production industry partners to find
meaningful ways to address the concerns of impacted residents and businesses, while
supporting the thriving industry which employs and supports so many New Yorkers.
We are concerned that the proposed legislation, requiring 72 hours’ notice of parking
disruptions and 14 days’ advance submission of certain permits, threatens that goal.
These burdensome restrictions are unrealistic for the majority of productions here and
would accomplish little more than making New York City a prohibitive location for
television and film production and all of the jobs and business that come with it.
In order to work toward a common goal of sharing this industry’s success with as many
New Yorkers as possible, we welcome further discussion regarding the Council’s
concerns and collaboration to address them.
Sincerely,

Mary Hatch
Assistant Executive Director, Directors Guild of America
(212) 258-0801 | mhatch@dga.org

Councilman Robert Holden
New York City Council
250 Broadway, Suite 1774
New York, NY 10007
September 19, 2019
Re: Film Industry Expansion and its Impact Hearing
Dear Chairman Holden:
Screen Actors Guild – American Federation of Television and Radio Artists is writing to
introduce ourselves to members of the New York City Council’s Committee on Technology and
Small Business to provide commentary ahead of the upcoming hearing entitled “Film Industry
Expansion and its Impact.”
SAG-AFTRA represents tens of thousands of media artists who live and work in the community.
Our members make innumerable contributions to the local economy and culture through their
artistic labors. The city’s entertainment industry employs over 130,000 New York City workers
and entertainment production spend is over $8 billion dollars each year. One of the reasons
filmmakers choose to film in this city is its many iconic and diverse locations. The city streets,
people, sounds, and architecture become part of a motion picture’s story.
This hearing is slated to discuss permitting requirements and the impact on the City. To this
end, we ask you work with the entertainment industry to develop alternative means of
addressing concerns related to parking and community disturbances so as to not harm film
production and jobs, which are key economic engines in the City.
Our primary concerns are the proposal that an application for a permit to request or remove onstreet parking be submitted at least 14 days in advance and the proposal that productions
provide 72 hour notice of parking. These timetables are too burdensome, if not impossible to
comply with. Filmmakers often have little time to select a location and ensure cast and crew are
available to shoot on that date. Additionally, there are often last minute script changes or
weather related changes and locations must change with short notice. We believe there are
alternative ways to mitigate the concerns brought forward and we look forward to working with
you and the Council in this regard.
Please reach out to Sarah Howes, Director and Counsel of Government Affairs and Public
Policy at Sarah.Howes@sagaftra.org if you have any questions.
Thank you,

Rebecca Damon
Executive Vice President and New York Local President

Rebecca Damon, Executive Vice President and New York Local President
SAGAFTRA.org • 212-827-1455
SCREEN ACTORS GUILD - AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TELEVISION AND RADIO ARTISTS
1900 Broadway, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10023
Associated Actors & Artistes of America / AFL-CIO

26 SEPT 2019
NYC Council Committee on Small Business Impact of Film Industry Expansion, Int. 158, 937, 1495, and 1515
Marc Ameruso Testimony
Thank you NYC Council Committee on Small Business for holding this oversight hearing of the impact of the
film industry on residents and businesses. I hope there will more hearings in the future for the resident and
business to continue to relay their concerns
My name is Marc Ameruso, for identification purposes I am member of Community Board One (CB1) in
Manhattan since 1994 and a 30 year Tribeca resident.
Community Board One will taking up this subject again at our October Quality of Life Committee.
Along with my letter I am submitting a CB1 resolution from June of 2018 that deals with some of this subject.
I acknowledge that the film the television industry is an economic benefit to NYC and provides jobs to New
Yorker’s. I know this because I am a former location manager.
However, there must be a balance for residents to avoid negative quality of life impacts from the film industry.
With regards to the Local Laws being proposed, I support the following changes to the Administrative Code;
1) That fees should be updated in relation to filming on City property.
2) That there be 72 hours notice when filming will disrupt parking.
3) Creating a local community and media bill of rights addressing the issues that communities face during
filming.
4) Require a task force to review and consider impacts and benefits from film and TV production.
5) That there is a 14 day notice when special parking request are required.
Consequently, the CB1 district and other neighborhoods face quality of life disruptions of late night and early
morning noise of idling trucks and equipment, and cars being towed.
Additionally, valuable alternate side street parking being taken away for non-filming purposes when there are
other street parking options available for trucks, equipment, trailers, craft service, etc…
It is true that most film companies work with the community, but some do not.
There needs to be policies and procedures implemented and mandated by the City Council that MOME
(Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment) must adhere to.
These are two additions the NYC Council should add to the Administrative Code to include the following;
1) Film production companies must have a justification for taking away alternate side street parking for
non- filming purposes, and that this justification requirement be a question that is added to the permit
application.
2) That a film production company provide a neighborhood liaison with contact information for the
community to contact with any issues, at any time. Often the phone number on the film permit goes to
voice mail and the best point of contact person to help residents is difficult to find.
*Both of these additional requests should not be a burden to MOME or negatively affect any jobs in the film
and TV industry.
I commend the City Council for taking up this issues of how the film industry impacts the community.
I fully support Int. 158, 937, 1495, and 1515 with the strong recommendation of the two additions mentioned
above.
Thank you for your consideration.
Marc Ameruso
Tribeca Resident / For identification: Community Board One Member

Hi Tammy,
As you know I and others have represented CB1 over the years at the City Council and in other capacities.
It is simple. Stick to what is in the resolutions.
But representative testimony is crucial in front of the committee. From them to hear it
Some main points that are in past resolutions:

1) Film production companies must have a justification for taking away alternate side street parking for nonfilming purposes and that this justification requirement question be added to the permit application.
2) That a film production company provides a neighborhood liaison with contact information for the community
to contact with any issues, at any time.
3) Trucks idling late at night and in the early morning.
4) Towing of cars.
There is more.
Thank. Marc

SoHo Alliance
PO Box 429 Prince Street Station
New York, NY 10012

A Volunteer Community Organization
phone/fax: 212.353.8466
e-mail: info@sohoalliance.org

September 24, 2019
Re: “Madame Secretary" shoot in SoHo
Dear Ms. Feinman:

Thank you for arranging the pledge of a $1500 contribution from the Madame
Secretary production company to the SoHo Alliance for the time filming in SoHo
yesterday.
I must add that there were no complaints from any resident or business about the
company’s presence here, a testimony to your professionalism.
This financial support goes a long way in helping us assist and organize SoHo
residents and businesses when information is needed, when a crisis is imminent
or when advice is required to maneuver through governmental agencies. We are
a New York State registered non-profit and all our members are volunteers.

Our resources are limited and the needs of the community great, but your help
enables us to continue our work as effectively as possible.
The SoHo Alliance works for sensible development, to preserve the SoHo Cast-Iron
Historic District, and to continue our efforts on environmental, traffic and the quality-of-life issues that affect our neighborhood and make SoHo a special place to
film.
You can see some of our activities and accomplishments on our website: sohoalliance.org
If you ever need assistance when filming in SoHo, please do not hesitate to call us
at 212-353-8466.
Again, many thanks for the donation,

Very truly yours,
Sean Sweeney
Executive Director

September 16th, 2019
For: City Council Hearing, September 26th, 2019
In Re: NYC Production Impact on Small Business

To Whom It May Concern,
I am writing on behalf of Wythe Hotel, located at 80 Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, where I
serve as the Director of Revenue Management. We are a small, independently-owned hotel, which has
been heavily supported by the Production Industry since the day we opened (May 1st, 2012).
For over seven years, Production has accounted for roughly 10% of our total revenue. It has also shone a
light on our borough, brought an influx of talent, and helped maintain the creative spirit of the
neighborhood that businesses like ours – staunchly local and proud of our history – rely on. Through my
relationships with other local hoteliers, I know that we are not alone in returning our support and
appreciation for the positive impact the Production Industry has had, and continues to have, on the
growth and development of the North Williamsburg area.
I request, in the strongest possible way, that the Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment not create
new and unnecessary impediments to the Production Industry, which will in turn create new and
unnecessary impediments to our mutual success.

Sincerely,

Will Jordan
Wythe Hotel

www.wythehotel.com
e: will@wythehotel.com
p: 347-390-0916

September 25, 2019

TO: NYC Council Committee on Technology & Small Business

As an independent business owner that almost solely relies on the film and television
production community, I read with great interest your committees recent proposals on items
like fee increases, parking regulations, permit grants, etc.
I came from the hotel industry where I handled incoming film and television business to our city
for many years. I started my own consulting business in 2015 and have relied heavily on the
hotel needs from this industry. The guest room night needs are massive. As we know one of the
attractions of filming in New York City, vs Atlanta, Toronto, Vancouver, etc. are the locations in
the city be it landmarks, street scenes, apartments, the list goes on. Nowhere in the world can
really accurately portray our city.
Since starting my consulting business, which is a NYC based business and one which provides the
city with a substantial amount in Unincorporated Business Tax per year, I am quite leery of
changes to an industry which financially benefits the hotels I do business with. I book between
$200,000 and $400,000 in hotel sleeping rooms per month in our city, and I only handle a
fraction of the actual film/TV production hotel needs overall. The actual hotel sleeping rooms,
and ancillary hotel services, revenue is likely several times what I handle. Film and TV
production keep the hospitality industry with a solid base of revenue for the entire calendar
year. Not only are the film/TV unions benefiting from the massive scale of this industry in New
York City, so are the hospitality union employees which is a very large portion of the city’s
overall union members.
Working with communities on the overall impact of production and location work is
understandable. I live and work in the Financial District which was on the “hot zone” of no
filming for about three years. In the many Community Board One meetings I attended, I made
clear that that the location fees paid for filming can top 50K per day which is obviously valuable
revenue for any business not to mention the taxes that are paid. The city benefits in multiple
ways from this money.
As a constituent and small business owner, I look forward to being updated on the progress of
this topic in this committee. While filming can be disruptive to a neighborhood, the 48 hours or
so for this to happen needs to be weighed against the financial windfall New York has seen since
the industry began booming in 2008. An industry whose revenue overall isn’t likely to be
replaced.
Daemon O’Neil
ONEIL PARTNERS
45 Wall St Suite 2112
New York, NY 10005
917-946-3158
Daemon@oneilpartners.com

BJ’S LOCK & ALARM CO., INC DBA

BILLY’S LOCKSMITH & SECURITY SERVICE
LOCKS~ALARMS~SAFES~DOORS~GATES~INTERCOMS~CAMERAS
8 BEDFORD AVE, GREENPOINT, B’KLYN, NY 11222
(718) 389-3278 (718) 389-3283 FAX (718) 389-3277
www.BillysLocksmith.com
Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State LIC#12000029302

September 25, 2019
To NYC Council Committee on Technology & Small Business,
I am writing this letter on behalf of the location scouting and movie crews, Especially the
crew of the Blue Bloods.
Over the past few years the employees of Blue Bloods have steadily supported my business by
always hiring Billy’s to make their keys or order loads of security supplies. As a small business
owner, this loyalty is what makes our community strong. We appreciated all the business they
have given us and hope it will continue in the future. Relationships like this is what allows our
small mom & pop to open daily.
If you have any questions or would like to call me, please don’t hesitate 718-389-3278.
Thank you,
William Essling
Owner

57-05 47th Street
Maspeth, NY11378
646-705-2656 | 917-224-8282
www.marsharkcraft.com
September 24st, 2019
To whom it may concern,
My name is Peter Marshark. Along with my partner, David Perry, we
own and operate The Marshark Craft Co, Inc.
Briefly, I would like to share a little of my history. I am an ex addict,
who has struggled for many years to hold on to my sobriety. In 2005, at
52 years old, I left rehab with no prospects of work or savings. As a
chef, I had previously worked for a small craft service co on Law &
Order. Getting my old job back, I worked with a vengeance so I could
pay my child support and all the arrears I accrued from the year in
treatment. It was here in 2006, that a producer decided to help me.
Along with a few department heads from different departments, they got
together to help me get started. My first job with my little truck………. I
Am Legend. Working long hours and my butt off, I made a small name
for myself. All these years later, my company has grown to 13 kitchen
trucks, 13 Sprinter vans for equipment, a new box truck and a 5000 sq ft
warehouse. We have about 70 employees. People with families, who

also never had a chance to really see their potential. Like me, many
needed to build their self-confidence. We are more like a huge family
then an impersonal company.
My company has saved my life! This is no exaggeration and for the
many in our industry that know me and my story, they will attest to this.
I personally care for so many of our people. And many have extended
family working with us now too. My responsibility towards their lives
and families have given me so much more than I ever thought was
possible. I have watched them grow, move up and start to make a decent
living with which they can support their families.
For me, I have the respect for myself that I never knew and actually the
love for myself as well. All because of the love and respect and trust
which was given to me 13 years ago, when these people lent me money,
(without my asking), gave me equipment and support. It was and still is
truly humbling.
This industry is a small big industry. Like so many others. Reputations
follow you around. Not everyone is a Marshark fan, but many are! And
that is good enough for me. We provide the fuel, that the crews need to
keep going. In all weather, days and nights, so that they can bring you
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and your friends and families the entertainment that most of you enjoy
and sometimes take for granted.
We are not union in New York, although Craft Service is in mostly
every other state. We do not get the bumps for penalties and our salary
base is much lower, but it does not affect my company employees. They
either love what they do and do it great, or they can work elsewhere.
In closing, I want to add that we are aware that there are issues here.
Inconveniences to neighborhoods and some people get annoyed or
frustrated, however, many do not! Many are excited to have us on their
block and enjoy watching and maybe seeing a scene being shot from
their favorite show. Thousands of jobs are at stake here. Do not take this
lightly, without understanding how hard we all work.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Sincerely,

Peter Marshark.
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137 Duane Street
New York, N.Y. 10013
September 26, 2019
Councilwoman Chin
New York City Council
250 Broadway
New York, N.Y. 10007
Dear Ms. Chin:
I am sending this letter as I attended the City Hall hearing this morning but had to leave at noon
for prior commitments. I wanted to share some of my experiences with film crews in my
neighborhood of Tribeca.
As a native New Yorker born in Brooklyn, I have lived in the city my entire life and since 1978 in
Tribeca on Duane Street. Duane and the surrounding streets have become a back lot for
Hollywood East. Every single week there is a film or TV show working in this small residential
area. It has gotten progressively worse and the boldness of the film crews has as well.
Many of the things that were stated by the speakers this morning were true to Duane Street.
Just two weeks ago, Blue Bloods was filming on Duane St. and the numerous cable lines were all
bunched together on the sidewalk without protection waiting for someone to trip over themjust as the councilman had stated this morning happened in his district.
On this same shoot, when I asked a worker who was in charge please, he stated, “Someone”. I
called the Mayor’s Office to get some assistance (10 am) and I received a call back from the
“Blue Bloods” handler at about 4 pm. Surprising actually, because most of the time when you
call this office the person in charge of that shoot is not available and never calls back.
Duane Street has two nursery schools on it as well as many small businesses. There is also
quite a bit of construction going on yet still these permits are given. There is no parking, and
equipment and workers are all over the streets. A few months back, one of the crews made a
full out restaurant on the sidewalk and gave the residents a tiny path to walk on (about 2 feet
wide) as we tried to conduct our lives- needing to walk down the street. It is difficult to move
around with all of this equipment and people; the trucks make it dangerous to cross the streets.
Noise and crowds also accompany the shoot.
My biggest complaint and one that should be reported to the EPA by your office is the toxic air
that permeates the street and goes through walls and closed windows. This is caused by the
diesel fuel used to power the generators that are on for the entire shoot, usually starting in the
early morning and ending at 9 or 10 pm. The generators power their sets and they do not turn
them off. The generators have vents that face the sides of the street spewing this noxious air

into our lofts and apartments. The smell is so strong that it travels through my entire loft and
fills even my back office with this deadly air.
My son and I both have sinus problems that are exacerbated by this and my partner who has
asthma cannot even come near the house when they are filming. I am not sure how they get
away with this quality of life issue. Especially in Tribeca, where we experienced 911 and the
toxic air that we had to live with for three months. There are many respiratory problems in this
community and film trucks should not be permitted to again cause our neighborhood to suffer
consequences of breathing dangerous air.
The film trucks with these generators should not be allowed on the narrow streets but only on
the larger avenues. The small streets make for a canyon like situation and the air cannot flow
up as easily as it could on a wider avenue.
After listening to the conversation this morning, it is quite clear that they only people making
money on these film permits are the city administrators. The only ones happy about filming on
the streets of NYC are the city administrators. With all of the filming on Duane Street over the
years, there has never been a thing done for the residents- not one single tree- nothing.
The office that gives these permits is understaffed and needs many more people to do the
monitoring of film shoots. (here’s an idea, use some of the money the city makes on permits to
hire more people to work on enforcing the rules). Businesses and residents are powerless and
have no one to turn to; “311 in real time”- I couldn’t believe that man could state that and be
one of the lead administrators of the Mayor’s Office for Film. The police also do nothing as
their hands are tied.
As one council member from Brooklyn stated that he would like a moratorium on filming in his
neighborhood, I too would like one for us here in Tribeca. We are sick of all of the
inconveniences, the crews, the kitchens on the street, the wardrobe vans, the crowds, the
noise, the cables and most of all the dirty, toxic air that we are forced to breathe.
Thank you very much.
Sincerely,
Kathy Shorr

Ridgewood Property Owners and Civic Association
P.O. Box 86007, Ridgewood, NY 11386
www.facebook.com/RPOCA.NYC

New York City Council
Committee on Technology / Committee on Small Business
Joint Hearing re: Oversight – Film Industry Expansion and its Impact
September 26, 2019
Testimony of Geoffrey M. Elkind, Esq.
President, Ridgewood Property Owners and Civic Association
My name is Geoffrey M. Elkind, and I am presenting this testimony as President of The Ridgewood
Property Owners and Civic Association (RPOCA). RPOCA is Ridgewood’s oldest and largest civic
association. RPOCA actively serves the interests and needs of Greater Ridgewood area property
owners and residents by: Promoting the benefits of historic preservation; Advocating on
environmental and quality of life issues; Promoting the development of a civically engaged
community; Uniting our community in common causes; Working directly with city, state and
federal government representatives and agencies; Acting as a sounding board for the opinions of
our members and residents.
Statement of Geoffrey M. Elkind
The Greater Ridgewood communities of Queens Community Board 5 (Ridgewood, Glendale,
Maspeth, Middle Village)(QCB5) have always been proud to welcome the NYC film industry into
our neighborhoods. What used to be an episodic, manageable and tolerable flow of filming events
has turned into an unacceptable and unmanageable torrent of frequent, large-scale film shoots
during the past five years. Our neighborhoods have become filming “hot spots” by any definition
of that term. Local residents and businesses are being adversely impacted by the frequency and
scale of film shoots. Our most immediate assessment is that the Mayor’s Office of Media and
Entertainment (MOME), the key gatekeeper in administering NYC’s film permitting process, has
not kept pace operationally with the community impacts caused by the film industry’s rapid growth.
What follows below is a quick summary of key observations, challenges and issues compiled from
local Ridgewood area residents with “outside-their-front-door” knowledge and experience of local
film shoots. We hope this summary will provide some useful insights and starting points for further
discussion, which can be translated into future operational and/or legislative actions to improve
MOME administration and oversight of NYC’s film industry.
MOME Effectiveness
•
•

•

MOME appears unable to efficiently manage the permitting process or conduct effective
oversight of film production company activities once they hit the streets to film.
Possible Agency Capture Problem. MOME does not appear to operate in a manner
designed to protect neighborhood business and residential interests from the negative
impacts associated with over-permitting, hot-spotting, and non-compliant or over-reaching
behaviors of film production companies – to name a few. MOME appears to function more as
a captured agency of the film industry. If this is the case, structural and governance reforms
may be required.
Ineffective Oversight / Enforcement. Ineffective or absent oversight or enforcement of the
rules encourages even the best of companies to take liberties in cutting regulatory corners or
pushing the envelope with non-compliant behaviors. The take-away message sent is that the
agency is asleep at the wheel, and that there will be no consequences for violative behaviors.
This appears to be the case with MOME oversight.
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•

•

•

Licensing / Civil Monetary Penalties Missing. MOME’s regulatory and operational
framework may be missing critical licensing and/or enforcement tools to make it a credible
oversight regulator. Many logistics managers and project supervisors are hired as
independent contractors, and they move frequently from project to project. MOME should
consider a licensing framework for individuals who perform key production functions (e.g.
logistics managers or project supervisors), to hold them responsible also for violations that
occur on their watch. Keeping one’s license is a powerful incentive to encourage staying on
the straight and narrow. Are there credible civil monetary penalties defined for the most
common violations and are they easy to enforce through a summons type process?
Missing Regulatory Technology. MOME appears to lack an adequate, integrated regulatory
technology solution to collect and analyze film permit application and other data necessary to
efficiently manage and provide effective oversight of the permitting process. Location data
would help to quickly identify and manage filming hot spots during the permitting process.
Complaint data linked also to licensed logistics managers or project supervisors would aid in
implementing a risk-based approach to production company oversight.
MOME Needs a Dedicated Complaint Mechanism. 311 is an ineffective system for reporting
production company violations. There needs to be a dedicated direct complaint mechanism
(online and phone), to collect location and film production complaint related data, independent
of 311. Complaint related data should use unique filming related complaint categories, which
can be used to identify risk-based clustering of complaints associated with individual
companies and individual logistics managers and project supervisors. The existing complaint
process is simply a phone number to a production company’s logistics manager or project
supervisor, and they often don’t pick up or return calls. This process also deprives MOME of
necessary complaint related data, which can be used to risk-score individual companies.

Permitting Process:
•

The application process appears to focus on processing individual discrete film shoot
applications without understanding or consideration of the totality of a production company’s
intended number and frequency of film shoots for a given production, and in which
geographies.

•

Applications in Ridgewood appear to be automatically approved without consideration for the
scale or scope of neighborhood disruption, impacts on major road congestion (e.g., Fresh
Pond Road or Metropolitan Avenues), or whether film shoots are repeatedly scheduled too
frequently at or near the same streets, intersections and locations within a given
neighborhood.

Hot Spots:
•

There appear to be no defined regulations, MOME policies or guidelines to prevent repeated
film scheduling too frequently at or near the same streets, intersections and locations within a
given neighborhood. This is a recurring problem in the greater Ridgewood area.

•

That this occurs so frequently in the greater Ridgewood area suggests that MOME is either
unaware of hot spot clustering issues when issuing permits, or that they may simply be
ignoring this major area of concern to our residents and businesses.

Poor Communication / Lack of Advance Notice:
•

There is a general lack of effective, advance notification of film events to QCB5 and
neighborhood residents.

•

All too often, event notification to the community board occurs with less than 2 calendar days
advance notice. Sometimes the notice arrives after the fact.

•

In many instances, the posting of no-parking signs and arrangements to block parking appear
to take place before an application’s actual approval or before receipt of a Flash Notice.
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•

The true length, scope and impact of film shoots are not effectively or timely communicated
to community boards or residents.

No Parking Signage
•

Street signage is often the only notice residents received of a film shoot, and it too is often not
timely and last minute.

•

Street signage doesn’t reflect or communicate the true length of the disruption caused by the
film event.

•

Street signage communicates only the filming dates, and the date and time when the no
parking restriction takes effect – typically 10 pm the evening before.

•

Film production companies routinely and consistently block on-street parking spots with traffic
cones, typically 10-12 hours before the posted 10pm no parking restrictions take effect. This
is a major source of community friction. It is unclear whether this practice is permissible or
legal, but every production company appears to engage in this practice. Even if permissible,
this practice should be prohibited. Residents should be able to rely on the plain meaning of a
disclosed no parking restriction.

•

More often than not, parking disruptions linger until the day after the last filming day.

Common Parking Related Abuses:
•

Overreaching / Scope Creep: Film production companies frequently push the envelope by
posting unauthorized no parking signage into adjacent blocks beyond what they were already
approved for.

•

Patently Unauthorized Abuses: Filming and posting of No Parking signage on dates or at
locations not applied for or authorized.

•

Excessive Street Blocking: Film production companies appear to often apply for more street
control beyond what they actual may need or use. This practice should be discouraged.
Excess street blocking not used should be immediately released back to the community. A
recent August 2019 application was approved for the blocking of 17 street sides in Ridgewood,
which represents dislocating between 340 – 425 cars in a residential community that has no
off-street municipal garages or alternative parking locations. The resulting impact is that cars
are forced to park illegally in front of fire hydrants, in no standing zones, in bus stops, on
sidewalks, or blocking crosswalks or intersections. Street blocking requests need to be fully
justified and vetted by MOME. Any street blocking request greater than 4 street sides should
trigger a mandatory requirement to make advance alternative arrangements for residential
parking.

•

Advance Staging / Parking of Equipment. There have been observed instances where film
production companies have staged or parked equipment on residential streets in advance of
any signage posting, or on streets and/or dates not authorized in their applications.
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September 24, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gjonaj
Chair, Committee on Small Business
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
The Honorable Robert Holden
Chair, Committee on Technology
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
Re: Film Industry Legislation at Joint Hearing of Small Business and Technology
Committees
Dear Chairmen Gjonaj & Holden,
We recognize the importance of the production industry to our local community. Proposals to
raise permit fees, prolong application timeframes, and extend notification requirements. This
poses barriers to on-location filming, and will drive production out of the city, thusly impacting
the number of production customers we service on a daily basis.
We strongly oppose the proposed 14-day notification requirement for permit applications that
request special parking and we urge you to reject it. It is practically unfeasible for productions to
file an application 14 days before the start of filming due to the industry’s short-term, fast-paced
production timelines. A 14-day notice would put New York City out of sync and at a distinct
disadvantage to comparable global production centers that require as little as 3-day notices. This
requirement combined with increased permitting fees will decimate the local production
industry.
The State of New York, recognizing the economic and cultural importance of the production
industry, recently expanded and extended its tax incentives program for commercial
productions. New York City is poised to reap the greatest benefits from these incentives. Local
legislation, therefore, should seek to complement not contradict the State’s commitment to
welcoming and supporting the film industry. We look forward to working with you to optimize
the benefits of local production and ensure continued economic growth.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Name: _Steffanie L Finn_____

Signature: ___________________

Title: __Executive Director___
Company Name:__Winter Film Awards International Film Festival___
Number of Employees: __10_____
cc:
Members, Committee on Small Business
Members, Committee on Technology
Anne del Castillo, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment

September 24, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gjonaj
Chair, Committee on Small Business
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
The Honorable Robert Holden
Chair, Committee on Technology
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
Re: Film Industry Legislation at Joint Hearing of Small Business and Technology
Committees
Dear Chairmen Gjonaj & Holden,
We recognize the importance of the production industry to our local community. Proposals to
raise permit fees, prolong application timeframes, and extend notification requirements. This
poses barriers to on-location filming, and will drive production out of the city, thusly impacting
the number of production customers we service on a daily basis.
We strongly oppose the proposed 14-day notification requirement for permit applications that
request special parking and we urge you to reject it. It is practically unfeasible for productions to
file an application 14 days before the start of filming due to the industry’s short-term, fast-paced
production timelines. A 14-day notice would put New York City out of sync and at a distinct
disadvantage to comparable global production centers that require as little as 3-day notices. This
requirement combined with increased permitting fees will decimate the local production
industry.
The State of New York, recognizing the economic and cultural importance of the production
industry, recently expanded and extended its tax incentives program for commercial
productions. New York City is poised to reap the greatest benefits from these incentives. Local
legislation, therefore, should seek to complement not contradict the State’s commitment to
welcoming and supporting the film industry. We look forward to working with you to optimize
the benefits of local production and ensure continued economic growth.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Brad Bruskotter
Name: _________________

Signature: ___________________

President
Title: __________________
BaM Productions
Company Name:_______________

1
1 _______
Number of Employees:
cc:
Members, Committee on Small Business
Members, Committee on Technology
Anne del Castillo, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment

September 24, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gjonaj
Chair, Committee on Small Business
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
The Honorable Robert Holden
Chair, Committee on Technology
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
Re: Film Industry Legislation at Joint Hearing of Small Business and Technology
Committees
Dear Chairmen Gjonaj & Holden,
We recognize the importance of the production industry to our local community. Proposals to
raise permit fees, prolong application timeframes, and extend notification requirements. This
poses barriers to on-location filming, and will drive production out of the city, thusly impacting
the number of production customers we service on a daily basis.
We strongly oppose the proposed 14-day notification requirement for permit applications that
request special parking and we urge you to reject it. It is practically unfeasible for productions to
file an application 14 days before the start of filming due to the industry’s short-term, fast-paced
production timelines. A 14-day notice would put New York City out of sync and at a distinct
disadvantage to comparable global production centers that require as little as 3-day notices. This
requirement combined with increased permitting fees will decimate the local production
industry.
The State of New York, recognizing the economic and cultural importance of the production
industry, recently expanded and extended its tax incentives program for commercial
productions. New York City is poised to reap the greatest benefits from these incentives. Local
legislation, therefore, should seek to complement not contradict the State’s commitment to
welcoming and supporting the film industry. We look forward to working with you to optimize
the benefits of local production and ensure continued economic growth.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Name: ____John Syzonenko____

Signature: JS (electronic - 09.25.19)

Title: ___Head of Video Production____
Company Name:___Chemistry Creative____
Number of Employees: __17__
cc:
Members, Committee on Small Business
Members, Committee on Technology
Anne del Castillo, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment

September 24, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gjonaj
Chair, Committee on Small Business
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
The Honorable Robert Holden
Chair, Committee on Technology
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
Re: Film Industry Legislation at Joint Hearing of Small Business and Technology
Committees
Dear Chairmen Gjonaj & Holden,
We recognize the importance of the production industry to our local community. Proposals to
raise permit fees, prolong application timeframes, and extend notification requirements. This
poses barriers to on-location filming, and will drive production out of the city, thusly impacting
the number of production customers we service on a daily basis.
We strongly oppose the proposed 14-day notification requirement for permit applications that
request special parking and we urge you to reject it. It is practically unfeasible for productions to
file an application 14 days before the start of filming due to the industry’s short-term, fast-paced
production timelines. A 14-day notice would put New York City out of sync and at a distinct
disadvantage to comparable global production centers that require as little as 3-day notices. This
requirement combined with increased permitting fees will decimate the local production
industry.
The State of New York, recognizing the economic and cultural importance of the production
industry, recently expanded and extended its tax incentives program for commercial
productions. New York City is poised to reap the greatest benefits from these incentives. Local
legislation, therefore, should seek to complement not contradict the State’s commitment to
welcoming and supporting the film industry. We look forward to working with you to optimize
the benefits of local production and ensure continued economic growth.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Name:
Company: Name:

Signature:
CEO

Number of Employees (Optional): _______
cc:
Members, Committee on Small Business
Members, Committee on Technology
Anne del Castillo, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment

September 24, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gjonaj
Chair, Committee on Small Business
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
The Honorable Robert Holden
Chair, Committee on Technology
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
Re: Film Industry Legislation at Joint Hearing of Small Business and Technology
Committees
Dear Chairmen Gjonaj & Holden,
We recognize the importance of the production industry to our local community. Proposals to
raise permit fees, prolong application timeframes, and extend notification requirements. This
poses barriers to on-location filming, and will drive production out of the city, thusly impacting
the number of production customers we service on a daily basis.
We strongly oppose the proposed 14-day notification requirement for permit applications that
request special parking and we urge you to reject it. It is practically unfeasible for productions to
file an application 14 days before the start of filming due to the industry’s short-term, fast-paced
production timelines. A 14-day notice would put New York City out of sync and at a distinct
disadvantage to comparable global production centers that require as little as 3-day notices. This
requirement combined with increased permitting fees will decimate the local production
industry.
The State of New York, recognizing the economic and cultural importance of the production
industry, recently expanded and extended its tax incentives program for commercial
productions. New York City is poised to reap the greatest benefits from these incentives. Local
legislation, therefore, should seek to complement not contradict the State’s commitment to
welcoming and supporting the film industry. We look forward to working with you to optimize
the benefits of local production and ensure continued economic growth.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Bruno Barros
Name: _________________

Signature: ___________________

Technical Advisor
Title: __________________

Greenpoint Film Festival
Company Name:_______________
Number of Employees: _______
cc:
Members, Committee on Small Business
Members, Committee on Technology
Anne del Castillo, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment

September 24, 2019
The Honorable Mark Gjonaj
Chair, Committee on Small Business
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
The Honorable Robert Holden
Chair, Committee on Technology
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
Re: Film Industry Legislation at Joint Hearing of Small Business and Technology
Committees
Dear Chairmen Gjonaj & Holden,
We recognize the importance of the production industry to our local community. Proposals to
raise permit fees, prolong application timeframes, and extend notification requirements. This
poses barriers to on-location filming, and will drive production out of the city, thusly impacting
the number of production customers we service on a daily basis.
We strongly oppose the proposed 14-day notification requirement for permit applications that
request special parking and we urge you to reject it. It is practically unfeasible for productions to
file an application 14 days before the start of filming due to the industry’s short-term, fast-paced
production timelines. A 14-day notice would put New York City out of sync and at a distinct
disadvantage to comparable global production centers that require as little as 3-day notices. This
requirement combined with increased permitting fees will decimate the local production
industry.
The State of New York, recognizing the economic and cultural importance of the production
industry, recently expanded and extended its tax incentives program for commercial
productions. New York City is poised to reap the greatest benefits from these incentives. Local
legislation, therefore, should seek to complement not contradict the State’s commitment to
welcoming and supporting the film industry. We look forward to working with you to optimize
the benefits of local production and ensure continued economic growth.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Name:

Chip su

Company: Name:

Signature:
Kingsland Bar

6
Number of Employees (Optional): _______

cc:
Members, Committee on Small Business
Members, Committee on Technology
Anne del Castillo, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment

Filming in the City
Someone gave me a break in the locations department for an ABC television series
in the late '90s. I was a college dropout with a GED. I've been able to flourish in
this industry, mainly because it values innate talent, hard work and hustle. In any
other industry, I'd have been shown the door.
I know for a fact that the locations department hires many low-skilled workers who
are parking coordinators and production assistants. These are well-paid UNION
JOBS, with great pensions and benefits.
I understand that we are an inconvenience to neighborhoods, but these jobs are so
important for tens of thousands of New Yorkers.
Please continue to support us!
Most sincerely,
Susan Pazos
Location Scout
I.B.T. Local 817
susanpazos@gmail.com

Supporting Filming in NYC
My name is Thomas Whidden and I am a location scout for film and television in New York City. I am
writing you to urge caution with new rules and regulations regarding filming in the city, specifically the
ludicrous proposal that permits need to be secured 14 days in advance.

I will not waste your time repeating the vast benefits of the film industry to the state, city, and
communities in which we work. I am sure you are aware of all of this, including the 130,000 New Yorkers
the industry employs.

The vocal minority that demonizes our industry are coming from a place of self-interest. While some of
their concerns are valid, and there are many ways that we can improve as an industry, I urge caution
with major changes to the way productions operate in NYC. I implore you to work with the local unions
and the Mayor's Office of Film and Television to create solutions that will curb angry neighbors without
gutting and industry that is part of what makes our city the greatest in the world.

As a location scout, I speak with more residents and business owners than any other position in
production. In my personal experience, more than 99% of the people I interact with are thrilled about
the idea of a production coming to the neighborhood. From knocking on doors to scout apartments to
every local business you can imagine, I have pitched them all on the idea of working with a production.
Many times I am the first person they have ever discussed filming with. I assure you that the vast
majority of New Yorkers love and support the local film and television industry.

Thank you for your time. Please feel free to reach out to me via email or my cell phone below should
you have any questions or need for clarification. I look forward to continuing to make New York City the
greatest city in the world to bring a production to.

Best,

THOMAS WHIDDEN
Location Scout
FACES
Apple TV+/Bad Robot/WB
twhids89@gmail.com

