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[gavel]

COUNCIL MEMBER: Hello, everyone. I want
to invite my colleagues to join me in honoring one of
the greatest heroes in New York City, it’s an
inspiring story. So, we are joined.. we're here to
honor the legacy of Lucas Silverio, we’re joined by
the family, by BSA, he was an intern at BSA as well
as at the New York Public Library system and we’re
here with a number of colleagues am, am grateful for
their presence. On, on June 9m, 2019 around midnight
a fire broke out between the 14™ and 16™ floors of
the Twin Park Northeast Complex in the Bronx and like
everyone else Lucas was rushing down the stairs
attempting an escape and then he heard the cry of a
three year old girl who had been left behind so
rather than do what most of us would have done, which
is flee for our safety he went further into the
burning building and went into the smoke filled 14"
floor. For Lucas the cry of a three year old girl was
a call to action, it was a time of courage and
compassion even if it meant losing his own life and a
few days later Lucas did in fact lose his life after
sustaining burns on 80 percent of his body. Ask

yourself, how many people, how many of us would have
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CITY COUNCIL STATED MEETING 5

done what Lucas did? How many 19 year olds would have
acted with such courage and compassion, right, those
who knew Lucas knew that he was a hero with a heart
larger than life itself and it’s not often that the
City Council has occasion to honor heroes but when we
discover those heroces we have an obligation to
remember them, we have an obligation to celebrate
them and we have an obligation to hold people like
Lucas as an example of the better angels of our
nature and so I want to invite his cousin to say a
few words on behalf of the family.

JESSE ALVAREZ: Thank you. I’'m sorry. I,
I wrote a little something here. First, I would like
to thank Council Member Ritchie Torres and his staff
for everything they have done for my family without
them we would not be here. I also would like to thank
the media and newspapers for telling Lucas’s story,
it is because of them that New Yorkers know that a
real.. that a real hero died saving a life. Webster’s
definition of a hero, a legendary figure of great
strength and ability, a person admired for
achievements and qualities, a person that shows great
courage. On that fateful night my cousin Lucas was

preparing to call it a night not knowing his courage
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and heroism would soon be called into action making
their way out of a burning building Lucas, his cousin
Jeury and their grandmother, both young men heard the
screams, the screams of Yasleen, a stranger to both
of them. Lucas told Jerry.. Jeury take grandma
downstairs I’11 get the girl showing no fear Lucas
ran back to help a helpless, terrified, soul amidst a
burning building shows unbelievable courage.
Firefighters are trained for these types of
situations and here you have a young man with zero
training in these situations like this who refused to
let a life parish, he refused to let baby Yasleen
last breath be in, in a burning inferno. Lucas showed
courage beyond his years, courage that is only
witnessed during war times. The mantra leave no man
behind comes to my mind and this is exactly what he
demonstrated. Lucas had a very bright future ahead of
him following his father’s footsteps in medicine.
Lucas was on course to be a physical therapist. I
decided I will not let his death be in wvain, he’s a
hero, he died a hero and the city needs to know..
needs to know that. I took it upon myself to preserve
his legacy, we live in a city that has had a horrible

reputation in the past years of New Yorkers being
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rude and obnoxious and selfish, I ask you, where was
the rudeness and, and selfishness in this act? There
are heroes that walk us.. that walk amongst us every
day, not all of them wear capes and masks, one of
those heroes’ names was Lucas Yoaldy Silverio
Mendoza. I have created a go fund me page back in
June to help the family with burial.. I'm sorry
transportation costs, burial and funeral, to help
offset that I’m.. that page is still open, I am asking
from the bottom of my heart, the parents are
unemployed with a second son in high school, any
contribution that can be made to that go fund me.. go
fund me page would be greatly appreciated. Thank you
so much.

[applause]

COUNCIL MEMBER: So, those who have heard
the story of Lucas Silverio are inspired by it but
those who knew Lucas were not shocked by what he did
because he was beloved by the people he knew,
everyone who knew him felt deeply his generosity of
spirit and I want to invite members of the BSA to
share your testimony about.. testimonial about how

extraordinary a person he was.
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UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Hi, I just wanted
to say on behalf of the Board of Standards and
Appeals, Lucas was a very important member of our
internship program and when he came to the BSA he was
recognized immediately as being someone of
extraordinary intelligence and motivation and humor
and, and actually among all of the interns Lucas’s
name and image was recalled frequently long after he
left as a member of the intern group and in fact his
photographs are prominently displayed in our office
and were long before this tragedy so Lucas made a
very strong impression on us and there are other
members here who worked with him very closely and I
really would like them to speak to that.

EMANUEL JONES: Yeah, hello, I’'m Emanuel
Jones, I’'m the Record Specialist for the Board of
Standards and Appeals. I was Lucas’s supervisor and
boss and I have my co-worker Marissa Gonzalez also..
this is extreme.. I'm so grateful for what this
council has, has done and to this man here, he’s an
extraordinary young man. We thank the parents for
having him here for like a year and a half and his
contribution was felt by my commissioners and staff

and it was an honor and a privilege.. a privilege to
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say that this young man was not just an intern and I
would suggest that please if, if there’s internships
that are out there for these young men and women I’m
an example, this Board of Standards and Appeals is an
example of how we should always hire these young men
and women because they’re just not just interns and I
would like to say thank you so much for this and to
the parents and the cousins who are here today, thank
you for giving us Lucas for a year and a half and I..
and I so thank you for that.

COUNCIL MEMBER: Thank you.

JESSE ALVAREZ: Thank you.

COUNCIL MEMBER: And I just want to point
out to the family that we’re joined by Council Member
Diana Ayala, Council Member Adrianne Adams, Council
Member Rafael Salamanca, Council Member Fernando
Cabrera, Council Member Ruben Diaz, Council Member
Mark Gjonaj, Council Woman Vanessa Gibson, Council
Member Helen Rosenthal, Council Member Carlina
Rivera, Council Member Brad Lander, Council Member
Carlos Menchaca, we are all committed to honoring the
legacy of your son, we’re going to honor him with a

street renaming so that his story is forever told,
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that is our commitment as members of the City Council
to all of you.

JESSE ALVAREZ: Thank you.

COUNCIL MEMBER: The city clerk.. city
clerk. Read the proc city clerk.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Sure. Council, city of
New York proclamation, the New York City Council is
proud to posthumously honor Lucas Silverio who died
at the age of 19 after courageously putting his life
of a fellow.. the life of a fellow New Yorker before
his own and whereas Lucas Yoaldy Silverio Mendoza was

born on November 6"

;, 1999 at Columbia Presbyterian
Annex in Manhattan to Victor Jose Silverio and
Mercedes Silverio of the Dominican Republic. He
attended PS 118, William W. Niles Middle School and
graduated from the high school for economics and
finance. And whereas Lucas continued his education at
Bronx Community College where he was majoring in
physical therapy and preparing to graduate in
December of 2019. He was a model student in all of
his academic endeavors and greatly admired for his
charisma and eagerness to help his community. And

9th

whereas on June ;, 2019 around midnight a fire

broke out in an apartment building at the Twin Peaks
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Complex located in the Belmont neighborhood,
neighborhood of the Bronx. The blaze started between
the 14" and 16" floors sending dense, dense smoke
through the building and whereas Lucas was escorting
his grandmother out of the burning building when he
heard the cries of a three-year-old girl Yasleen
McDonald. After ensuring his grandmother was out of
harms way Lucas turned around ran back into the
building and raced up 14 flights to save the toddler.
This incredible heroism was both daring and deadly,
his courageous rescue led to 3*¢ degree burns
covering more than 80 percent of his body and three
days later cardiac arrest. He sacrificed his life to
save the life of another human being and whereas
Lucas’s heroism was reported around.. across the
country and many were astonished by his selflessness
yet as his family and friends knew Lucas was a
courageous young man even before this event. May his
story remind others that while the death of one’s
character is often revealed during an emergency, it
is shaped in our daily life. And whereas Lucas truly
distinguished himself throughout his life and remains
forever worthy of the gratitude of all New Yorkers.

Now therefore be it known that the Council of the
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city of New York is proud to honor the life and
indelible memory of Lucas Silverio for his
extraordinary selflessness and heroism on June 9%,
2019. Corey Johnson, Speaker for the entire Council;
Ritchie Torres, Council Member 15" district the
Bronx; the entire membership of the Bronx Delegation
of the New York City Council and many other New York
City Council Members.

[applause]

[off mic dialogue]

SERGEANT AT ARMS: At this time please
place all electronic devices, all electronic devices
to vibrant, will all non-council employees, non-
council employees please leave the main floor of the
chambers, there is additional seating upstairs in the
balcony, thank you.

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Good afternoon
and welcome to the stated meeting of September 25",
2019. I am Majority Leader Laurie Cumbo, will
everyone please take their seats or find your seat.
Please rise for the pledge of allegiance.

SERGEANT AT ARMS: All rise.

[Pledge of Allegiance]

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Roll call.
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COMMITTEE CLERK: Adams?

COUNCIL MEMBER ADAMS: Present.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Ampry-Samuel?
COUNCIL MEMBER AMPRY-SAMUEL: Present.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Ayala®?

COUNCIL MEMBER AYALA: Present.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Barron?

COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Present.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Borelli? Brannon?

COUNCIL MEMBER CABRERA: Here.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Chin?

COUNCIL MEMBER CHIN: Here.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Cohen?

COUNCIL MEMBER COHEN: [off mic] Here.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Constantinides?

COUNCIL MEMBER CONSTANTINIDES: [off mic]

COMMITTEE CLERK: Cornegy? Deutsch? Diaz?
COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: [off mic] Present.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Dromm? Espinal? Eugene?

COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: [0ff mic]

COMMITTEE CLERK: Gibson?
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COUNCIL MEMBER GIBSON: Here.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Gjonaj-?

COUNCIL MEMBER GJONAJ: [off mic]

COMMITTEE CLERK: Grodenchik?

COUNCIL MEMBER GRODENCHIK: Here.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Holden?

COUNCIL MEMBER HOLDEN: Here.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Kallos?

COUNCIL MEMBER KALLOS: Here.

COMMITTEE CLERK: King? Koo?

COUNCIL MEMBER KOO: Present.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Koslowitz? Lancman?
COUNCIL MEMBER LANCMAN: [off mic] Here.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Lander?

COUNCIL MEMBER LANDER: [off mic] Here.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Levin?

COUNCIL MEMBER LEVIN: [off mic] Here.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Deutsch?

COUNCIL MEMBER DEUTSCH: [off mic] Here.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Levine?

COUNCIL MEMBER LEVINE: Here.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Louis?

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUIS: Here.
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COMMITTEE CLERK: Maisel?

COUNCIL MEMBER MAISEL: [off mic] Here.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Menchaca?

COUNCIL MEMBER MENCHACA: Presente.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Miller? Moya-?
COUNCIL MEMBER MOYA: Present.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Perkins? Powers?
COUNCIL MEMBER POWERS: [off mic] Here.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Reynoso? Richards?
COUNCIL MEMBER RICHARDS: Present.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Rivera?

COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: [0ff mic]

COMMITTEE CLERK: Rodriguez? Rose?

COUNCIL MEMBER ROSENTHAL: [0ff mic]

COMMITTEE CLERK: Salamanca?
COUNCIL MEMBER SALAMANCA: Present.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Torres?

COUNCIL MEMBER TORRES: Present.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Treyger?

COUNCIL MEMBER TREYGER: Here.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Ulrich? Vallone?
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COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Van Bramer? Yeger?

COUNCIL MEMBER YEGER: [off mic] Here.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Matteo? Cumbo?

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Present.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Speaker Johnson?

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: We have a gquorum.
We will now have today’s invocation which will be
delivered by Reverend Joseph E. Franco, Pastor of
Sacred Heart Parish located at 1253 Shakespeare
Avenue in the Bronx.

SERGEANT AT ARMS: All rise.

REVEREND JOSEPH FRANCO: Let us bow our
heads and remember that we are always in god’s holy
presence. Heavenly lord source of strength and hope,
we turn to you this afternoon our hearts filled with
joy to ask for your blessing on our city council,
guide them as they legislate and fill them with
strength as they employ their many talents to enhance
the quality of life for all New Yorkers. We thank you
now for the gift that they are not only for their
courage and leadership but especially for their
willingness to serve their neighbor and make our

gathering as we near the end of a month dedicated to
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suicide prevention, a time of true providence, lead
our efforts to ensure the accessibility of mental
health care and counselors for all those in extreme
isolation and grant peace to the survivors and family
members who remain especially those of our city’s
first responders. We are also mindful of our Jewish
friends and gratefully join them as they prepare to
celebrate Rosh Hashanah, the days of awe and
repentance, a time for reconciliation, united in our
need to repent to ask for forgiveness and to learn to
forgive, make our hearts humble and contrite then
dear lord come to us as we work for your glory and
the good of our city. It is with this hope that we
offer you our hearts increase their generosity, our
minds enlighten them, our wills quicken them, our
bodies infuse them with energy, may our shared
patriotism and loyalty to the city of New York renew
our mutual commitment to make us all aware of the
hard work that must be done by each and every one,
every day to ensure tranquility in ourselves, our
families, and our community. In your most holy name,
we pray, amen.

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Thank you

Reverend Franco for that beautiful prayer. I’'d now
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like to ask Council Member Gibson to spread the
invocation on record. Quite in the chamber.

COUNCIL MEMBER GIBSON: Thank you Madame
Majority Leader. Good afternocon to all of my
colleagues and those who are present here for today’s
stated. It is my honor and privilege to welcome to
our house, my good friend Father Joseph Franco, he
was ordained at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral in May 2004
by then Archbishop Edward Cardinal Eagan. He was
assigned to Sacred Heart Parish in the Highbridge
community of our district in the West Bronx and has
served with honor and distinction as our pastor there
since September of 2010. In addition to his pastoral
responsibilities he also serves as a staff chaplain
at the James J. Peters VA Medical Center in the Bronx
as well as a Department Chaplain for the NYPD. Father
Franco was the Chair of the Northwest South Bronx
Catholic School Region Board from 2012 to 2017 as
well as Chair of the Resource Center for Community
Development from 2013 to 2016. He is currently an
active and hardworking board member of the following
organizations; the Highbridge Community Development
Corporation, Highbridge CDC, Hearts Home USA, as well

as our beloved Cardinal Hayes High School. Father
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Franco was born in Brooklyn and raised in Queens
where he attended Archbishop Molloy High School. He
began his studies for the priesthood at the Saint
John Neumann Seminary Residence in Riverdale in 1997
after graduating from Manhattan College with his BS
in psychology. Father Franco continued his studies
for the priesthood at Immaculate Conception Seminary
in North Hampton, PA and Saint Joseph Seminary in
Dunwoodie, New York from 2000 until 2004 where he
earned a Master of Divinity as well as a Master of
Arts in dogmatic theology. From 2017 until this year,
2019, he attended Columbia University in the city of
New York and graduated with a Master of Science in
strategic communication. A lot of degrees but
someone.. for someone who is so worthy, Father Franco
I’'ve known throughout my entire tenure in the council
previously serving in the state assembly, he has been
a staple in our Highbridge community. I also want to
add that Sacred Heart Parish is home to our Sacred
Heart Catholic School that has educated so many of
our young people in not just Highbridge but in the
broader borough itself. Serving as an NYPD chaplain
as a part of the chaplain’s unit, he travels all

across the city of New York as well as upstate
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serving with the employee relations unit providing
pastural opportunities and so much to so many
families including our line of duty families as well
as members of the service. Father Franco is someone
who we love and adore, we’re so grateful for his
work, for laboring in the vineyard, preaching the
word of god for the people of god, we’re grateful to
have you here Father Franco, thank you for all the
work you do on behalf of the Bronx, of the 16
council district and certainly for our great city. We
are honored to have you here and thank you so much
for all your work and may god continue to bless you
and order your steps in his work. Thank you, Madame
Majority Leader, I hereby spread the invocation upon
the record for today’s proceedings, thank you.
MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Thank you Council
Member Gibson and again thank you Reverend Franco,
you have been recognized in a way that no one else
could be recognized by your Council Member Vanessa
Gibson, you have been thoroughly recognized. We will
now have the adoption of minutes by Council Member

Espinal.
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COUNCIL MEMBER ESPINAL: I make a motion
at the minutes of the stated meeting of August 14,
2019 be adopted as printed.

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Thank you. We’ll
now have messages and papers from the Mayor.

COMMITTEE CLERK: M 186 Mayor’s
management report.

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Communication
from city, county and borough offices.

SPEAKER JOHNSON: I believe on the
previous one, the M186 received, ordered, printed and
filed.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Thank you Mr. Speaker,
on the communication, Preconsidered M187 council
appointment.

SPEAKER JOHNSON: Rules, privileges and

elections.

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Petitions and
communications.

COMMITTEE CLERK: None.

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Land Use Call-
Ups.

COMMITTEE CLERK: M188 through M190

various applications.
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SPEAKER JOHNSON: Coupled on a call up
vote and at this time I'm asking for a roll call vote
on all of today’s land use call ups. Again, we are
just voting on land use call ups right now, thank
you.

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Thank you.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Borelli?

COUNCIL MEMBER BORELLI: With permission
I'’d like to vote on all of the land use call ups,
coupled items on the general order calendar and all
resolutions.

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Permission
granted.

COUNCIL MEMBER BORELLTI: Thank you, I
vote aye on all except land use 482, 490, 494, and
Intro 1410-B and apologize for stuttering through
that, 1410-B.

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Thank you.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Torres?

COUNCIL MEMBER TORRES: With permission I
would like to vote yes on all land use call ups, and
I would like to vote yes on all coupled general

orders and resolutions.
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MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Permission
granted.

COUNCIL MEMBER TORRES: Thank you.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Cohen?

COUNCIL MEMBER COHEN: [off mic] Aye.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Rosenthal?

COUNCIL MEMBER ROSENTHAL: With
permission I'd like to vote on all land use call ups
and coupled items on the general order calendar and
all resolutions, I vote aye, thank you.

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Permission
granted.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Van Bramer?

COUNCIL MEMBER VAN BRAMER: With
permission I'd like to vote on all land use call ups
and coupled items on the general order and all
resolutions, I vote aye on all.

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Permission
granted.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Adams?

COUNCIL MEMBER ADAMS: I vote aye.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Ampry-Samuel?

COUNCIL MEMBER AMPRY-SAMUEL: Aye.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Ayala-?
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COUNCIL MEMBER AYALA: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Barron?

COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Brannan?

COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNAN: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Cabrera?

COUNCIL MEMBER CABRERA: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Chin?

COUNCIL MEMBER CHIN: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Constantinides?

COUNCIL MEMBER CONSTANTINIDES: [off mic]

COMMITTEE CLERK: Cornegy?
COUNCIL MEMBER CORNEGY: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Deutsch?
COUNCIL MEMBER DEUTSCH: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Diaz?

COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Dromm? Espinal?
COUNCIL MEMBER ESPINAL: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Eugene?

COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: I vote aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Gibson?

COUNCIL MEMBER GIBSON: I wvote aye.
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COMMITTEE CLERK: Gjonaj?
COUNCIL MEMBER GJONAJ: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Grodenchik?
COUNCIL MEMBER GRODENCHIK: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Holden?
COUNCIL MEMBER HOLDEN: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Kallos?
COUNCIL MEMBER KALLOS: Aye.

COMMITTEE CLERK: King? Koo?

COUNCIL MEMBER KOO: I vote aye except LU

COMMITTEE CLERK: Koslowitz? Lancman?

COUNCIL MEMBER LANDER: [off mic] Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Levin?

COUNCIL MEMBER LEVIN: Aye.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Levine?

COUNCIL MEMBER LEVINE: [off mic] Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Louis?

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUIS: Aye.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Maisel?

COUNCIL MEMBER MAISEL: [off mic] Yes.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Menchaca?

COUNCIL MEMBER MENCHACA: Aye.
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COMMITTEE CLERK: Miller?

COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Moya?

COUNCIL MEMBER MOYA: [off mic] Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Perkins? Powers?
COUNCIL MEMBER POWERS: [off mic] Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Reynoso?

COUNCIL MEMBER REYNOSO: [off mic] Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Richards?

COUNCIL MEMBER RICHARDS: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Rivera?

COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Rodriguez? Rose?

COUNCIL MEMBER SALAMANCA: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Treyger?

COUNCIL MEMBER TREYGER: [off mic] Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Ulrich?

COUNCIL MEMBER ULRICH: Yes.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Vallone?

COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.
COMMITTEE CLERK: Yeger?

COUNCIL MEMBER YEGER: Aye.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Matteo?
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COUNCIL MEMBER MATTEO: [off mic] Aye.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Cumbo?

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: I vote aye.

COMMITTEE CLERK: Speaker Johnson?

SPEAKER JOHNSON: [off mic] I vote aye.

MAJORITY LEADER CUMBO: Hello, today’s
land use call ups are adopted by a vote of 44 in the
affirmative and zero negative. We will now have
communication from Speaker Corey Johnson.

SPEAKER JOHNSON: Thank you Madame
Majority Leader. Good afternoon, I want to thank you
all for being with us today..

[0ff mic disruption]

SPEAKER JOHNSON: .before..

[off mic disruption]

SPEAKER JOHNSON: We’re going to proceed
with today’s stated meeting and..

[off mic disruption]

SPEAKER JOHNSON: ..and if there continues
to be interruptions in the balcony we’re going to
have to ask folks to not sit up there because we have
to continue with today’s vote so if folks want to
watch what’s going on here today that’s fine but we

cannot have this proceeding be interrupted. So,




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CITY COUNCIL STATED MEETING

before we jump into our legislative agenda, I’'d like
to take a few minutes to acknowledge the two-year
anniversary of Hurricane Maria hitting the island of
Puerto Rico. So many Puerto Ricans are still
recovering from this destruction and I want to say
that this City Council remains united with the people
of Puerto Rico today and always. Today we are also
remembering the 62°% anniversary of one of the most
defining moments of the Civil Rights movement, the
Little Rock Nines first day of school in Little Rock,
Arkansas and today we remember those brave students
and their courage and remember that although we have
made great strides we still have a long way to go.
Also, as we do it at every stated meeting, we
remember the heroes who were sickened serving our
city in the aftermath of 9/11. I am sad to say that
we have lost another one of those heroces, Detective
Joe Paolillo, age 55 died of a rare form of cancer,
he spent a lot of time at ground zero searching the
debris and rubble for victims and he was searching
for his own brother. The Detective leaves behind a
legacy of commitment and dedication and he leaves
behind his wife and three sons. Our prayers are with

his family and with the department. In addition, the
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NYPD lost another member by suicide, Jose Pabon a
retired NYPD sergeant died at his home in Orange
County, he was 49 years old and this is really a
crisis as we have said multiple times for the
department, our thoughts are with sergeant Pabon’s
family and all the NYPD and we reiterate to anyone
who needs help don’t hesitate, we want you to get the
help that you need, it is not weakness, it is
something that can afflict and affect any New Yorker
no matter what job you are in. Sadly, the FDNY also
had a recent loss, FDNY Lieutenant Brian J. Sullivan
died of a heart attack following a 24-hour tour.
Lieutenant Sullivan dedicated 27 years of his life to
the FDNY and leaves behind his wife and two
daughters. And finally, I am sorry to report that we
have another construction worker fatality, Segundo
Huerta who was killed during a building collapse. I'd
like us to have a moment of silence for Detective Joe
Pacolillo, Sergeant Jose Pabon, Lieutenant Brian
Sullivan and Segundo Huerta. Thank you. In addition
to the first responders that we lost I also want to
recognize.. I also want to recognize Officer Vanessa

Medina who was shot.. if it.. if the Sergeants could
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please.. if the Sergeants could please clear the..
clear the balcony.

[0ff mic disruption]

SPEAKER JOHNSON: Thank you all, if I
could please just have some silence because in
addition to the first responders that I had mentioned
I also want to recognize that Officer Vanessa Medina,
a proud member of the NYPD was shot responding to a
domestic violence call in Staten Island and we thank
her for her bravery and we wish her a speedy recovery
in the aftermath of that traumatic incident. Today I
also want to acknowledge Hispanic heritage month

which began on September 15

, this is a great
opportunity to acknowledge the contributions of
Hispanic leaders in our great city and as you heard
from the Pastor we also have Rosh Hashanah coming up
and on behalf of the City Council I want to say

L’ shanah tovah to all of those who are observing the
holiday and one last thing before we dive into
today’s agenda, I want to wish a happy birthday to
Council Member Farah Louis, is she here, happy
birthday Farah, we’re very proud that you’re here,

we’ re proud you’re a member of this body, we’re

grate.. we’re grateful for you, I hope you have a
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great, great day. Okay, today we’re, we’re going to
now move on to the following land use items, we’ll be
voting on 15 landmark designations, seven of the
landmarks are located on Broadway south of 14"
Street in Council Member Carlina Rivera.. Carlina
Rivera’s district, six of the landmarks are related
to the history of L.. the LGBT movement including
three in my district, the rest are in Council Member
Chin, Rosenthal and Rose’s districts and making the
incredible history of the LGBT community in New York
City known by acknowledging individuals like James
Baldwin and Audre Lorde and the many organizations
that have fought for equal rights is something I am
very proud of and I really want to thank the LPC for
their partnership on this, I want to specifically
thank the Chair of the LPC, Sarah Carroll who was
incredible working on this for a long time so I'm
very grateful to the Chair of LPC for her team’s hard
work and her partnership. There are two additional
landmark designations and they’re located in Council
Member Powers’s and Kallos’s district. The other land
use items we’re voting on include the addition of a
commercial overlay at 245 East 53¢ Street in Council

Member Powers’s district and at three.. at 3513
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Atlantic Avenue in Council Member Espinal’s district.
We’re also voting on the Kew Gardens Hills rezoning
located in Council Member Lancman’s district to
rezone two R2 districts into R2X districts and
finally on the land use front we’re voting on a UDAAP
designation and project approval for the Bronx Point
Project located in Council Member Ayala’s district
and the Brownsville Self Development located in both
Council Member Espinal and Council Member Barron’s
district. From the Finance Committee the council will
vote on a transparency Reso as well as two Article XI
property tax exemptions. The first is Catherine
Sheridan apartments in Council Member
Constantinides’s district to preserve 240 units of
affordable housing and the second is Lafayette
Morrison apartments in Council Member Salamanca’s
district which makes an adjustment to a tax exemption
previously granted by the council earlier this year.
I want to thank the staff that worked on these Noah
Brick and Stephanie Ruiz. Moving on, the Council will
be voting on the following pieces of legislation.
First the Council is voting on a repeal bill related
to conversion therapy. Introduction 1682-A sponsored

by myself would repeal Local Law 22 of 2018 which
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bans offering conversion therapy for a fee in New
York City. Conversion therapy is a harmful and
discredited and destructive practice that seeks to
change a person’s sexual orientation to conform to
heterosexual norms. Shortly after its enactment Local
Law 22 was challenged in court to avoid the
possibility of a negative legal precedent, LGBT
advocates, civil rights organizations, legal service
organizations requested that we repeal our law
because minors will still be protected by the law
that was passed by the state legislature and signed
by the Governor which covers the entire state earlier
this year. This was a painful and difficult decision
that was made after leading LGBT advocates requested
that the Council repeal our 2017 bill and after
intense deliberation the Council concluded this was
the best.. that it was best to take this drastic but
difficult step. Our courts have changed considerably
over the last few years and we cannot count on them
to rule in favor of much needed protections for the
LGBT community. To be clear this alleged therapy is
barbaric, destructive, inhuman