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The Asian American Federation is submitting this testimony to the Committee on Immigration, 

New York City Council, for the Hearings on Legislation to Federal Regulations Relating to 

Inadmissibility on Public Charge Grounds 
 

The Federation’s mission is to raise the influence and well-being of the pan-Asian American 

community through research, policy advocacy, public awareness, and organizational development. 

We represent a network of over 60 member organizations and partner agencies in New York City 

supporting our community with their work in health & human services, education, economic 

development, civic participation, and social justice. Our policy and demographic research places our 

organization in a unique position to comment on the social and economic impact of the proposed 

rule on public charge.  

 

Asian New Yorkers are the fastest growing group in New York State, now making up 15 percent of 

the population. Any change in immigration policy has a huge impact on the Asian community, 

where 7 in 10 Asians in the state are immigrants and about 9 in 10 Asian children have at least one 

immigrant parent. The new rule on inadmissibility on public charge grounds will restrict immigration 

to those who are well-off, and restrict access to benefits for those residents already living here. By 

targeting benefits for those hard-working immigrants who need a hand making ends meet, the rule 

already impacts our community by making it harder for the one in four Asian New Yorkers living in 

poverty to find their way to their American dream. We have already seen the impact on the Asian 

community during the public comment period for the new rule. According to the New York City 

Department of Social Services and the Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs, the threat of the 

expansion of the public charge rule has already had a chilling effect on the immigrant community: 

Asian non-citizens are disenrolling from SNAP benefits at a rate eight times greater than Asian 

citizen recipients. 

 

The rule will impact Asian immigrants’ ability to access needed services. Nationally, the Migration 

Policy Institute (MPI) estimates that 4 in 10 Asian immigrants that recently applied for legal 
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permanent residence (LPR) status would have two or more negative factors under the new rules and 

thus in danger of being label a “public charge.” Broken out by country of origin, 57 percent of 

recent LPR recipients from China, 31 percent from India, 20 percent from the Philippines, 52 

percent from Vietnam, 36 percent from Korea, 52 percent from Bangladesh, 47 percent from 

Pakistan would have difficulty meeting the standards for the public charge test. 

 

The rule will also hurt those already residing in the US and wish to adjust their status. According to 

estimates by MPI, roughly 50% of Asian American/Pacific Islander non-citizen individuals and their 

families in New York State receive one or more of the four major public benefits listed under the 

Public Charge rule.1 

 

The rule will also restrict efforts to reunify families, with children and elderly parents being penalized 

for merely being too young or too old to support themselves. Nine in ten Asian children in New 

York State have at least one immigrant parent. As immigrant parents decide to forgo needed food 

and medical benefits in order to keep their families together, we will see their children’s health 

impacted by the loss of food benefits and health insurance coverage. Asian children in New York 

are already less likely than children in general to have health insurance coverage, according to the 

most recent American Community Survey data.  

 

In New York City, the Asian population is rapidly aging as both new immigrants reunify with their 

elderly parents and long-term immigrants who arrived after the immigration reforms of 1965 begin 

to age into retirement. U.S. Census Bureau data show that, from 2000 to 2017, the Asian senior 

population in the City more than doubled, increasing faster than all other major race and ethnic 

groups. There are now close to 165,000 Asians age 65 and older living in New York City. These 

seniors were also among the poorest in the city, with one in four Asian seniors living in poverty. 

 

In November 15, 2018, we proposed at the New York City Council’s Oversight Hearing on Public 

Charge the following recommendations, many of which are addressed by the proposed legislation:  

 The City needs to promote available information on Public Charge, in print and in-language, 

so that this material is accessible to immigrant communities across the city.  

 There should be joint messaging from all city agencies involved or impacted by the proposed 

Public Charge rule. Consistent messaging is essential in making sure that immigrant New 

Yorkers are able to access the same information and assistance provided by the City. 

 The City should work with our member agencies and other community-based organizations 

to make sure the message gets out about where immigrant New Yorkers can seek help from 

the city. This information should also be conducted in partnership with ethnic media in 

print, television, and radio. 

 Emphasize how narrow the scope of those impacted will be – that the rule will impact those 

adjusting status in seeking legal permanent residency, and not those applying for citizenship, 

if they are a refugee, asylee, or victim of a serious crime.  

                                                 
1 https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/chilling-effects-expected-public-charge-rule-impact-legal-immigrant-

families 
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 Since youth (under 18 years old) and seniors are the most vulnerable populations targeted by 

this rule, the City should work diligently with both city agencies and organizations that serve 

these groups and those who support them (i.e. parents and caregivers). 

  

We are also encouraged by the focus on addressing those directly impacted by the rule. Much 

emphasis has been placed on encouraging people who are eligible and will not be impacted by the 

rule to continue to enroll in benefits. Ensuring that HRA devotes resources and has a clear 

mechanism to addressing the needs of impacted families. In addition, ensuring that information 

about local emergency feeding programs is distributed where immigrants are seeking services, such 

as at HRA, is important so that impacted immigrants are not forced to make multiple visits over 

multiple days to cobble together all the information they need.  Again, our member agencies and 

other community-based organizations represent key partners in ensuring correct information is 

available in central locations. We recommend that the City Council also consider additional 

resources for those local emergency feeding programs, as they are already oversubscribed, and look 

for more permanent solutions for those living in hunger. 










