LOCAL LAWS
OF
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FOR THE YEAR 2019

No. 131

Introduced by Council Members Barron and VVan Bramer, the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams) and
Council Members Rosenthal, Kallos, Cumbo, Ayala and Rivera.

A LOCAL LAW

To creating a task force to examine the monuments, statues, public art and historical
markers on city-owned property

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Task force on monuments, statues, public art and historical markers. a. There shall
be a task force to examine the monuments, statues, public art and historical markers on city-owned
property.

b. The task force shall consist of the following members:

1. The commissioner of cultural affairs or such commissioner’s designee, and the executive
director of the art commission or such director’s designee, 1 of whom shall serve as chair of the
task force as designated by the mayor;

2. The commissioner of parks and recreation or such commissioner’s designee, the executive
director of the landmarks preservation commission or such director’s designee, the commissioner
of transportation or such commissioner’s designee and the commissioner of city planning or such
commissioner’s designee; and

3. Five members representing each of the 5 boroughs, of which 3 such members shall be

appointed by the speaker of the council and 2 such members shall be appointed by the mayor,



provided that each member shall have relevant expertise in public art, as well as in one or more of
the following disciplines: history, art and antiquities, preservation, cultural heritage, diversity and
inclusion or education.

c. The task force shall conduct a comprehensive review of monuments, statues, public art and
historical markers on city-owned property, which have been identified by the chair as inconsistent
with the values of diversity, equity and inclusion, or for which the chair is aware of substantial
public opposition or concerns. The task force shall also:

1. Explore ideas for new permanent monuments and temporary artwork about history;

2. Recommend mechanisms for encouraging and increasing community input with regard to
the establishment of new monuments, statues, public art and historical markers; and

3. Recommend or host discussions, public programs and other educational initiatives related to
the complex and nuanced histories of the city’s monuments, statues, public art and historical
markers.

d. The task force shall meet no less than 4 times per year.

e. No later than 1 year after the effective date of this local law, the task force shall submit to the
mayor and the speaker of the council a report that contains its findings and conclusions and any
recommendations for policy or legislation, and post online minutes of task force meetings.

f. The task force shall dissolve upon submission of the report required by subdivision e of this
section.

8§ 2. This local law takes effect January 1, 2020.



THE CITY OF NEW YORK, OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK, s.s.:
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a local law of The City of New York, passed by the Council
on June 13, 2019 and returned unsigned by the Mayor on July 18, 2019.

MICHAEL M. McSWEENEY, City Clerk, Clerk of the Council.

CERTIFICATION OF CORPORATION COUNSEL

I hereby certify that the form of the enclosed local law (Local Law No. 131 of 2019, Council Int. No. 1114-A of
2018) to be filed with the Secretary of State contains the correct text of the local law passed by the New York City
Council, presented to the Mayor and neither approved nor disapproved within thirty days thereafter.

STEVEN LOUIS, Acting Corporation Counsel.



