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Testimony Supporting the Proposed Bell Boulevard Rezoning

(Good morning:

I am Richard Bass, of Herrick, Feinstein LLP, representing the Briarwood Organization, LLC
(“Briarwood”), long-term resident, affordable housing developer and builder in the Bayside area and
City-wide. Thank you for this opportunity to speak in support of the proposed 50° extension of the
existing C2-2 commercial overlay zoning.

This application requests an amendment to the Zoning Map to establish within an existing R4
District, a C2-2 commercial overlay on property located on the mid-block of Bell Boulevard and
between 36™ and 38" Avenues. (Block 6176 Lots p/o 2 and 61.) This rezoning will facilitate the
expansion of an existing commercial and community facility building, located on Lots 55 and 58.
The proposed action will permit the expansion of Briarwood’s operations.

In brief summary:

¢ The Proposal: would extend the existing commercial overlay C2-2 zoning district 50° from
mid-block between 36™ and 38™ Avenues. The underlying R4 zoning district would remain.

» The Rezoning site: is 50’ frontage on Bell Boulevard and 150’ deep.

o The Existing zoning: R4-- maximum 1.0 residential FAR, 2.0 community facility FAR.

¢ The Proposed zoning: R4/C2-2--maximum 1.0 residential FAR, 2.0 community facility
FAR, 1.0 commercial FAR.

o The Proposed Briarwood Development: The Building will contain 16,366 SF--half
commercial office space and half community facility space.

The proposed extension of the C2-2 commercial overlay will facilitate the expansion of the
Briarwood operation, so this family business can develop and build more affordable housing and
commercial property in New York City.
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