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PROPOSED INT. NO. 874-A:
By:
Council Members Dickens, Comrie, Eugene, Gerson, Gonzalez, Liu, Arroyo, Gioia, Katz, Mark-Viverito, Baez, de Blasio, Recchia Jr., Gentile, Lappin, Mitchell, Sears, Reyna, Crowley, Sanders Jr., Vallone Jr., Ferreras, Jackson, Oddo and Ulrich

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to methane and radon gas vent piping, the approval of mechanical joint piping systems and the approval of non-code prescribed drainage vent systems.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends sections 202, 605.12.2, 605.15.3, 605.14.2,  605.22.1, 605.23, 705.2.1, 705.4.2, 705.9.2, 705.10.2, 705.12.2, 705.14.1, 901.1, 918.1, and 919.1 of the Plumbing Code of title 28 and adds a new section 901.1.1 to such Code.
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On October 15, 2009, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 874-A, A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to methane and radon gas vent piping, the approval of mechanical joint piping systems and the approval of non-code prescribed drainage vent systems. The Council is concerned about the release of methane and radon from underground areas into the atmosphere. Today, the Committee expects to hear testimony from representatives of the Department of Buildings, real estate professionals, including developers, property owners, labor representatives and other persons interested in this legislation.

Proposed Int. No. 874-A  

Bill section one amends the definition of “VENT PIPE” in section 202 of the Plumbing Code of the City of New York (PC or Code) by including a reference to “Vent System (Methane and Radon)” to the definition and in, bill section two defines “vent system  (Methane and Radon)” as a pipe which allows methane or radon gas to pass from an underground area into the atmosphere in a safe way that does not allow the gases to harmfully affect the population nearby or to provide for recovery of the gases for commercial purposes. 

Bill section three amends section 605.12.2 of the PC to only allow the use of mechanical joints in brass pipes only in cases where the manufacturer’s instructions have been approved by the Commissioner of Buildings (the Commissioner) or in accordance with another procedure that has received prior approval from the Commissioner. 

Bill section four amends section 605.14.2 of the PC to allow the use of mechanical joints in copper pipes only in cases where the manufacturer’s instructions have been approved by the Commissioner or in accordance with another procedure that has received prior approval from him or her.

Bill section five amends section 605.15.3 of the PC to allow the use of mechanical joints in the joints between copper or copper-alloy tubing or fittings only in cases where the manufacturer’s instructions have been approved by the Commissioner or in accordance with another procedure that has received prior approval from him or her. 
Bill section six amends section 605.22.1 of the PC to allow for the use of mechanical joints between stainless steel pipe and fittings only in cases where the manufacturer’s instructions have been approved by the Commissioner or in accordance with another procedure that has received prior approval from him or her.
Bill section seven amends section 605.23 of the PC, to allow for the joints between different piping materials to be made with a mechanical joint of the compression or mechanical-sealing type only in cases where the manufacturer’s instructions have been approved by the Commissioner or in accordance with another procedure that has received prior approval from him or her.
Bill section eight amends section 705.2.1 of the PC to allow for the mechanical joints on drainage pipes to be installed only in underground systems in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions only in cases where the manufacturer’s instructions have been approved by the Commissioner or in accordance with another procedure that has received prior approval from him or her.

Bill section nine amends section 705.4.2 of the PC to allow for the use of mechanical joints between the brass pipes or fittings on sanitary drainage piping only in cases where the manufacturer’s instructions have been approved by the Commissioner or in accordance with another procedure that has received prior approval from him or her.

Bill section ten amends section 705.9.2 of the PC to allow for the use of mechanical joints between copper or copper-alloy pipe or fittings on sanitary drainage piping only in cases where the manufacturer’s instructions have been approved by the Commissioner or in accordance with another procedure that has received prior approval from him or her.

Bill section eleven amends section 705.10.2 of the PC to allow for the use of mechanical joints between copper or copper-alloy tubing or fittings on sanitary drainage piping only in cases where the manufacturer’s instructions have been approved by the Commissioner or in accordance with another procedure that has received prior approval from him or her.
Bill section twelve amends section 705.12.2 of the PC to allow for the use of mechanical joints on galvanized steel pipe or fittings on sanitary drainage piping only in cases where the manufacturer’s instructions have been approved by the Commissioner or in accordance with another procedure that has received prior approval from him or her.
Bill section thirteen amends section 705.14.1 of the PC to allow for the use of mechanical joints between PVC plastic pipe or fittings on sanitary drainage piping only in cases where the manufacturer’s instructions have been approved by the Commissioner or in accordance with another procedure that has received prior approval from him or her.
Bill section fourteen amends section 901.1 of the PC by adding a provision exempting vent systems for radon and methane from the general scope of Chapter 9 of the Plumbing Code. A new section 901.1.1 is also added, which requires the design and materials used in the installation of the methane and radon vent systems to be approved by the Commissioner of Buildings and must comply with all applicable rules of the Department of Buildings.

Bill section fifteen amends section 918.1 of the PC to require engineered vent systems to be approved by the Commissioner.

Bill section sixteen amends section 919.1 of the PC to require the design of the vent system to be approved by the Commissioner in an effort to insure compliance with the minimum standards of the Plumbing Code.
Bill section seventeen provides that this law would become effective ninety days after  enactment.

Amendments to Int. No. 874

· Bill sections three through and including thirteen contain new provisions allowing the use of certain mechanical joints in accordance with other procedures which have received prior approval from the Commissioner. This change was not intended to introduce this concept, only to clarify the bill to make clear that DOB did not have to inspect every installation, merely only alternate procedures that could be used.

PAGE  
5

