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(Chin) L. U. No. C 190184 HAM is related to an Urban Land Use Review
Process (ULURP) application seeking an Article XI disposition approval of a City-
owned lot located at 199-207 Elizabeth Street (Block 493, Lot 30) in Manhattan

Counclil District 2, for a project known as Haven Green.

The Haven Green site is composed of several lots that were acquired by the City
through deed and condemnation between 1853 and 1930. In 1991, prior to HPD
assuming management jurisdiction of the property, the Department of Citywide
Administrative Services (DCAS (f/k/a General Services)) leased the property to a
neighboring property owner (the owner of 209 Elizabeth Street, Block 493 Lot 21)
on a month-to-month basis. The lease allowed that tenant to use the property for
any as-of-right use, including storing sculptures. The lease stipulated that the
tenant must vacate the property upon 30 days written notice from the City. DCAS

transferred jurisdiction of the property to HPD in 2018,

Given the tremendous need for affordable housing in core Manhattan, and the
extremely limited number of public sites, the City made a commitment to develop
affordable housing on this site in 2012 as part of an agreement regarding the

Seward Park/Essex Crossing development in the Lower East Side.
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HPD issued the Mott-Elizabeth Streets RFP (the REFP) in September 2016. It
required that respondents propose a high-quality, mixéd-use affordable housing
development, to include affordable senior housing, quality commercial and/or
community facility uses, and a creative design to ensure at least 5,000 sq ft of
publicly accessible open space would be reserved for community use. The RFP .
also noted that the site is located in the Special Little Italy District (the SLID),
which was established in 1977 with the goals of preserving and strengthening the

historic and cultural character of the community.

The selected development team, which includes Pennrose, Riseboro and Habitat
for Humanity, submitted a proposal that met these requirements, complied with the
terms of the SLID, and exceeded the minimum open space requirement by
including 8,400 sq ft of publicly accessible open space (including 6,700 sq ft open'

to' the sky and 1,700 sq ft of covered entryway).

The project will be developed under HPD’s Senior Affordable Rental Apartments
(SARA) program and is deeply affordable, targeting seniors with incomes from
30% to 60% of the Area Median Income (AMI), which amounts to an annual

income of approximately $21,930 to $43,860 for an individual based on 2018 AMI
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levels. As is customary, HPD and the developer will enter into a regulatory
agreement to memorialize the project’s affordability and other restrictions. The
regulatory agreement will have a 60-year term and will require that all units will be
rent-stabilized, even after the regulatory agreement expires. Thirty percent of the
units will be set aside for homeless seniors referred by the Department of

Homeless Services (DHS).

The newly constructed building will be seven stories tall, with 123 age-friendly
studio apartments and on-site supportive services. Resident amenities will include
laundry facilities, an exercise room, computer room, common room, an outdoor
landscaped terrace, and supportive service offices with LGBT-friendly senior
services to be provided to residents and the community by SAGE. The building
also includes community facility space for Habitat for Humanity and ground floor
retail. Haven Green will be built to Passive House standards, which is the gold

standard in energy- and resource-efficient building design.

The project will include publicly-accessible open space to be maintained in
perpetuity through restrictions included in the property disposition agreements and

in the regulatory agreement. These restrictions will run with the land. The open
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space will be designed based on input that the Haven Green development team
collected through their public engagement process. The team engaged community
members, gardeners, and other local stakeholders in é series of participatory design
sessions to obtain public input on the activities, design elements, and character of
the space, with the goal of creating a high-quality open space that is grounded in
community input and meets neighborhood needs.

- The Haven Green project will be an LGBTQ-friendly senior development and a
welcome home for many seniors who have been waiting years to have the
opportunity to apply for an affordable housing unit. Therefore, HPD is before
Council seeking approval of L. U. No. C 190184 HAM to facilitate the
development of a mixed-use development called Haven Green, to provide much-

needed affordable housing for seniors.
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Lynn Kelly, Executive Director

Good afternoon, my name is Lynn Kelly and I am the Executive Director of New Yorkers for Parks. NY4P
is the City’s independent research-based advocacy organization championing quality parks for all New
Yorkers. Thank you to the Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting, and Maritime Uses for allowing us to
testify today in reference to the Haven Green proposal.

NY4P believes that healthy neighborhoods require a balance of essential City services — affordable housing,
schools, access to healthy food, and of course, open space. While our organization seeks to maximize publicly
accessible open space wherever possible, we also recognize that in a healthy, well-functioning city that strives
to be equitable to all its residents, it is necessary to plan for the present and future needs of all New Yorkers.

It is a false narrative for New Yorkers to have to choose between open space and new opportunities
for deeply affordable housing. However, we ultimately believe that the City is within its rights to
move forward with developing Haven Green on the site where the Elizabeth Street Garden currently
is located. Furthermore, we support the City’s attempt to balance the dire need for affordable senior
housing in this area while still providing publicly accessible open space for the community.

As the City’s ‘voice’ and grass roots advocate for parks for over 100 years, NY4P has not come to this
decision lightly. It was made after many meetings and conversations with stakeholders including park and
garden advocates, both groups representing Elizabeth Street Garden, the Department of Housing
Preservation and Development, Haven Green’s development team, and our own Board of Directors.

We do have concerns about the current Haven Green proposal that we ask the Council and the City to
consider. While we acknowledge that ULURP is in its final stages and that it is unusual to have this level of
detail, however, we strongly urge the Council and City to take the following steps to better address the open
space concerns of residents and advocates:

e Long-term maintenance — The Parks Departiment is overburdened. We urge the City to have the
developer commit to a long-term agreement to fund the ongoing care of the open space portion
of the site with input from the community regarding its stewardship.

e Public Access —To maximize access, the City and development team should maintain open
hours beyond 9am to 5pm in order for the space to act as a resource for residents outside of
traditional workday hours,



®  Public input — We urge the City and the development team to hold additional public input
opportunities to ensute that the community can shape the open space design and programming
opportunities that will exist at Haven Green.

In sum, all too often, the narrative around neighborhood development unfortunately pits the creation of
affordable housing against open space,

Make no mistake: we understand the frustration of community members who have come to cherish the
garden. We also understand that difficult choices must be made by the City in light of the dwindling
opporttunities to create deeply affordable housing in high-income neighborhoods like Little Italy/NOLITA.

The Haven Green project represents a unique opportunity for the City to rethink its vision for new affordable
housing, and we hope that considerations of maximizing open space in tandem with housing will be a benefit
to all New Yorkers in all neighborhoods.

Thank you for considesing our testimony, and I welcome any questions you might have.

HH

For over 100 years, New Yorkers for Parks (NY4P} has built, protected, and promoted parks and open spaces in New York City. Today, NY4P
is the citywide Independent organization championing quality parks and open spaces for all New Yorkers in all neighborhoods. www.ny4p.org
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Elizabeth Street Garden City Council Statement
Yuh-Line Niou serves as the Assembly Member for the 65th Assembly District which is
home to the Garden.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on the proposed plans for Elizabeth Street
Garden. My name is Yuh-Line Niou. I serve as the Assembly Member for the 65th
Assembly District which is home to the Elizabeth Street Garden.

Following the demolition of a public school, the derelict lot was overrun with weeds and
covered in debris. Our community poured countless hours into creating new open space.
There was no direction from the City in developing the Garden into what it is today. I
want to make it very clear that Elizabeth Street Garden is what it is today because our
community stepped up when the City would not. We engaged our community to develop
the Elizabeth Street Garden into a jewel which meets our community’s needs.

As a member of the Committee on Housing, I recognize the need for low-income and
affordable housing in New York. There is a housing hearing on rent laws set to expire in
June occurring as we speak, I have fought for critical funding in our housing system and
affordability in our community. I have also stood with advocates and other elected
officials to defend against privatization of public space on all fronts, such as NYCHA
housing, public facilities like Rivington House, green spaces, and open space. I firmly
believe public land should remain public and require ample public input prior to any
change in usage. When public land becomes privatized, it rarely, if ever, returns to the
public, Therefore, we must be doubly sure that the local community’s needs are taken
into account fully, prior to engaging that often permanent change in ownership.
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Lower Manhattan is in need of affordable housing, but we cannot pit the need for

. housing against the need for green space, especially when good alternatives are
available. Both are vital and both are in dire need of protection and expansion. Our
neighborhood is the only downtown neighborhood that NYC Parks defines as
underserved by open space, with an open space ratio of 0.13 acre per 1,000 residents. In
Little Italy and SoHo, we have even less open space with an open space ratio of 0.07 acre
per 1,000 residents or 3 sq. ft. per person.

The City proclaimed its commitment to expanding open space to 2.5 acres per 1,0000
residents. Yet, the current plans for the Garden lowers the open space ratio even further
and eliminates nearly 70% of the open space of the Garden from 20,000 square feet to a
mere 6,700 square feet. The EAS (environmental assessment statement) arbitrarily
states that eliminating the Garden does not do any harm, even though it will reduce the
extraordinarily minuscule amount of public open space this area has. Losing the
Garden, or at least diminishing and altering the Garden, should have triggered a more
extensive environmental review process to fully capture the damages done through
these plans. In addition, the City owns this site in trust for the Board of Education. The
current plan to transfer the property for a non-educational purpose such as creating
non-permanent ‘affordable’ housing and office or retail space does not adhere to the
requirements of the trust.

Eliminating the Garden for non-permanent ‘affordable’ housing and 11,200 square feet
below-market rate office space is not a ‘win-win’ scenario like the City portrays it as. It is
a false choice. As Community Board 2, elected officials like myself, and other advocates
have said time and time again, a win-win solution is to build up to five times as much
affordable housing at a nearby city-owned 25,000 square foot alternative site at 388
Hudson Street and designate the Elizabeth Street Garden as a NYC Park.

Choosing this solution would not set a precedent. In fact, the Mayor supported a similar
real win-win solution in Chelsea where the City is creating a new park on West 20th
Street and building more housing on a larger city-owned site nearby the park. We
should be discussing a real win-win solution and creating plans for truly permanent
affordable housing while supporting the Garden’s operations in our community. In face
of the overwhelming support from Community Board 2, other elected officials, and
cornmlinity residents, I urge the City Council to vote nay on this proposal and to seek
out a solution that can match all of our community’s needs.

Thank you.

20f2



CHAIR
Higher Education Committee
@[’[B (@\Eﬁkmhlg Intern Committee

ﬁtaie Uf ﬁBﬁl "ﬁnrh COMMITTEES

Environmental Conservation
Governmental Operations
Rules
Ways & Means

DEBORAH J. GLICK
Assemblymember 66" District
New York County

Testimony of Assemblymember Deborah J. Glick
Regarding the Elizabeth Street Garden ULURP
Application # 190184 HAM, 199-207 Elizabeth Street & 222-230 Mott Street
Before the New York City Council
Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting, and Maritime Uses

May 2, 2019

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today regarding the Elizabeth Street Garden
Uniform LLand Use Review Procedure (ULURP) application for the disposition of city-owned land
at the Elizabeth Street Garden site in order to construct the proposed Haven Green Development.
This difficult and complicated ULURP is a prime example of the need for the City Council and this
Administration to exact an evaluative and nuanced understanding of the needs of a community, the
process by which land is used for any public purpose, and the constant pernicious way in which the
City pits two scarce resources in our communities against one another; affordable housing and open
space.

It is disappointing that, too frequently, residents are asked to choose between affordable housing
and public open space, both of which are essential for quality of life in our increasingly dense city.
Many in City government speak at length about affordable housing or affordable communities, and
these are important topics that must be fully explored in a continually urbanizing society. However,
the concept of livable communities is often lost in the equation in favor of pursuing other public
policy goals wherever feasible even when more appropriate and robust opportunities exist elsewhere
ot have been offered by the community. Lower Manhattan, and particularly, Community Board 2
(CB2) has one of the lowest ratios of open space to population, and frequently is forced to fight to
maintain the little space they have, and which they have to share with large numbets of tourists and
other visitors. Affordable housing is desperately needed in New York City and efforts to develop
affordable apartments are important, but sacrificing a beloved community space in favor of
constructing only 123 units of affordable senior housing, under the Zoning for Quality and
Affordability (ZQA) program which does not guarantee permanent affordability, when there is an
available alternative site is unconscionable.

Beyond the merits of the ethical question that our City faces in this particular ULURP; namely that
if the community uses a space as a park, it has all the characteristics of a park, and there is a
grassroots based effort to preserve it for the qualities seen similarly in other open spaces, it is then
effectively a park, there are basic land use questions surrounding this application.

o DISTRICT OFFICE: 853 Broadway, Suite 2007, New York, New York 10003-4703 » 212-674-5153 » FAX: 212-674-5530
1 ALBANY OFFICE: Room 717, Legislative Office Building, Albany, New York 12248 « 518-455-4841 « FAX: 518-455-4649
glickd @ nyassembly.gov



Open Space Requirements in New York City

Frequently cited in City Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) evaluations, but rarely enforced,
New York City zoning recommendations suggest that an optimal open space goal in our
neighborhoods is 2.5 acres per 1,000 residents. Currently, the North of Little Italy (NoLita) and
SoHo neighborhoods of CB2 have an open space ratio of an abysmal 0.153 acres per 1,000 residents
and if this proposed development is constructed on the Elizabeth Stteet Garden site, that ratio will
drop yet again to 0.149 acres per 1,000 residents according the Borough President’s report on this
ULURP. Effectively, those 1,000 residents included in that ratio are being asked to occupy 6,490
square feet of total space, just over 6 square feet per person. That includes play space for families
with young children, active recreation space in their neighborhoods when those children grow oldet,
passive space for all people, and hopefully, educational opportunities in the outdoors all without
travelling outside their immediate community.

While not the same neighborhood, but still within CB2, the St. John’s T'erminal project between
Washington and West Street straddling Houston has reverted to a hybrid scenatio plan based on a
Technical Memo that was approved after the community board phase of the ULURP process. The
hybtid scenario allows the developet to skirt open space requirements in 10,000 square feet of
indoor recreation space, elevated garden spaces that would have existed above Houston Street on
derelict rail beds, and an internal courtyard garden area. When the development was sold by the firm
that went through the ULURP process to an outside buyer, the option to invoke the Technical
Memo was exercised and this community board, even though it is not directly adjacent to the
ULURP we are discussing today, lost more available open space. Not to mention that 218,700
square feet of previously agreed upon affordable rental housing will never be realized at that space
because of the Technical Memo that was passed, without vetting, by the local community.

I caution proponents of this development who say that this community is anti-development solely
because of specific instances like what we are witnessing here at the Elizabeth Street Garden. The St.
John’s Terminal ULURP, among other instances, show that this community frequently accepts
residential development, and advocates for affordable and senior housing while trying to claw back
even modest gains in open space. In the case of the recent St. John’s Terminal ULURP, we have
seen that all those efforts were for naught, and the City allowed a developer to exercise an option
that took away both affordable housing and open space. Similatly, for this Administration to not
actively pursue the alternative site recommendation at 388 Hudson Street in lieu of destroying
Elizabeth Street Garden is disingenuous to a community that has seen both losses in affordable
housing and open space because of other ULURPs and developments.

Available Alternative Site

In February 2016, I testified before the New York City Council regarding the ZQA and Mandatory
Inclusionary Housing (MIH) proposals that were city-wide zoning code changes aimed at building
more affordable housing in an equitable manner throughout the City. Like many others, I noted that
the ZQA proposal does not offer a permanently affordable solution for seniot housing, and best
estimates indicated at that time that communities could expect roughly 40 years of subsidies for
newly built senior housing before those units could be vulnerable to reverting to market rate
housing. As part of the discussions over the last 6 years regarding Elizabeth Street Garden, CB2 has



offered an alternative site at 388 Hudson as a suggestion in order to build 4 much larger
development of affordable senior housing, which was once promised as open space, on a vacant lot
that is used as an access point to Water Tunnel No. 3. While it may be logistically difficult to marshal
forces at New York City Housing Preservation and Development (HPD), New York City
Department of Environmental Protection {DEP), New York City Department of Buildings (DOB),
and a private developet, to construct a useful and optimal space at this location, that does not mean
that we should rely on destroying Elizabeth Street Garden simply because it is easiet.

It has been clearly shown that the alternative site is larger, can house potentially five-times as many
senior umnits, is across the street from an existing park which residents could make use of, and would
utilize a site that is already city-owned and vacant. With the prospect that ZQA cannot guarantee
affordability in perpetuity for senior housing, it would appear ill-advised to destroy open space that
can be mapped as parkland and remain as such for generations to come simply because it is
logistically easier than the inter-governmental challenge of forcing multiple agencies to work
together and construct over subterranean infrastructure—a feat that we often do successfully in
New York City. Unfortunately, this Administration has indicated that they wish to build on both
sites and not allow this community to maintain already used open space as a park in addition to
building a larger amount of affordable housing.

Conclusion

I find that this particular ULURP and proposal that this Administration is forcing the community to
absorb and debate flies in the face of the stated goals of previous objectives undertaken by various
agencies. In theory, the community board process should allow for local control and discussion
about how city-owned sites, those assets that ate owned wholly by the public, to be used for the
benefit of the community and future generations. CB2 finds itself in this position because of a
ULURP which occurred outside of their district some yeats ago. Opposing this development does
not mean that I am opposed to affordable housing for seniots when it is constructed on sites that
ate valuable to the community, quite the contrary, I am opposed to forcing communities to decide
how to dispose of their public assets while advocating livable communities. I urge the City Council
Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting, and Maritime Uses to deny this application and compel
this Administration to work more closely with CB2 to preserve Elizabeth Street Garden and
construct more affordable senior housing at the 388 Hudson Street site.
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There 1s No Alternative

Pennrose LLC, RiseBoro Community Partnership and Habitat for Humanity New York Cily
The city and the Little Italy neighborhood of Manhattan unequivocally need more affordable
housing and more green space. When these amenities exist alongside one another in a symbiotic
relationship, community is strengthened. This vision for a stronger, inclusive community is the
promise of the Haven Green project. It is the vision shared by its development partners:
Pennrose, RiseBoro Community Partnership and Habitat for Humanity New York City. Itisa
vision now threatened by a vocal minority of community residents seeking to derail the project.
One of the common objections voiced about Haven Green is that an “alternative site™ exists that
could accommodate our development. We have been asked again and again why we can’t just
“build over there.” Although it is tempting to think that the current garden space could be
preserved in its entirety while Haven Green is built elsewhere. this thinking ignores critical
contextual realities that must be confronted.

First, there are very few City-owned sites within Community Board 2. and even fewer that are
feasible for affordable housing development. The designated site for Haven Green is the only
currently developable site that is controlled by the City’s housing agency. The other oft-
referenced site on Hudson Street is controlled by the Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) and contains a critical water system access shaft. Despite the fact that the Hudson Street
site is not a currently viable alternative. the City is evaluating it for future housing and green
space development. The depth of the affordability crisis requires this kind of expansive strategy
to maximize public benefit on public resources. We need more projects like Haven Green to be
built, not fewer.

More importantly, fair and equitable housing policy calls for all community districts, and all
neighborhoods. to participate in alleviating the affordability crisis. A recent City Council report
on desegregation, as well as Speaker Corey Johnson’s efforts to codity the Obama
administration’s stalled Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing rules, highlight the need for ~“high

opportunity” neighborhoods to contribute more in tackling these challenges. Identifying one site



a mile away in a different neighborhood as an “alternative” minimizes the dramatic need for
affordable housing the city faces and every New Yorker's responsibility to meet the challenge.
CB2 is one of only two community districts in Manhattan in which the population is equal to or
more than 75% white. The median home value is nearly $2M. Stopping projects like Haven
Green will perpetuate inequality by ensuring affordable housing will continue to be
predominately concentrated in historically “redlined” neighborhoods while more affluent “high
opportunity” neighborhoods are able to fund legal challenges and PR campaigns to stop fair

housing projects.

Racel/Ethnicity Composition, 2012-2016
White >= T5%

White 25% - 48%

[ white < 25%, Heterogeneity

- White < 25%, Homogeneity
Neighborhood Tabulation Areas (NTAs)

Since 2014, only 93 new affordable units have been developed in all of CB2. and a project at St.
John’s terminal that was initially going to produce 178 units of senior housing is no longer
happening. In comparison. one seven-block stretch in East New York has built 648 units over the
same time. This discrepancy is emblematic of the burden that low-income minority

communities have historically carried in easing New York City’s housing crisis. It is a social
justice issue that contributes to the deepening of inequality among our neighborhoods. It is time
to take steps to cure historical inequities. It is time to build diverse, inclusive communities in

high opportunity neighborhoods. It is time to embrace the Haven Green vision.



(Citywide map of Housing NYC projects and side-by-side comparison of CB2 and Harlem)
With at least 4,600 seniors awaiting affordable housing in CB2 alone. and the average wait time
for senior housing currently 7 years long. more than just one project is needed in the
community. Opposing Haven Green and proposing a site not yet even in the development
pipeline as an “alternative” is a disservice to our elders in need of housing today.

These are the people that housing advocates speak out for——and with—those seniors who have
articulated to us that they need housing. The community of need is larger and more diverse than
their most vocal opposition. and this is why advocacy matters and why Habitat NYC and our
development partners at Pennrose and RiseBoro are willing to take the hits aimed at us. We are
committed to serve the most vulnerable among us.

We ask that the community consider this development project on its merits. It is an
environmentally progressive passive house project creating much-needed, deeply affordable,
LGBTQ-friendly housing for seniors. including formerly homeless seniors. It includes both a
community facility space and a year-round, publicly accessible green space within the heavily
gentrified neighborhood of Little ltaly. a “high opportunity™ neighborhood not likely to see
another 100% affordable project in the future.

The development team understands the value that the current space has brought to the
neighborhood and the project design is a thoughtful homage to its origin. Haven Green is not
pitting affordable housing against green space; the reality is that the project offers both to a
neighborhood where both are so desperately needed. The end result seeks to be an aggregate of

thoughtful design and community input rigorously gathered through a participatory



process resulting in a space designed with the community, accessible to the community year-
round, and stewarded in partnership with the community.

In a time in our country when continual conflict and civil discord are so prevalent, we as a
development team seek to operate with the intent of disagreeing without being disagreeable.
We seek a partnership with all those interested in honestly tackling the diverse needs of our
communities through collaboration and participation. It is only when we come together

as affordable housing and green space advocates that the project site will represent the vision
of both and provide a useful model for future development. We must embrace the vision of a

more inclusive, diverse, and equitable city put forth by Haven Green. There is no alternative.
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Good afternoon. My name is Matthew Dunbar, Vice President of External Affairs
for Habitat for Humanity New York City. | want to begin by thanking Chair Adams,
Councilmember Chin and the full subcommittee for the opportunity to testify on
Haven Green.

Habitat for Humanity New York City knows the power and importance of
affordable housing. For the past 35-years, Habitat NYC has built and preserved
more than 700 homes with low- to moderate-income families in all five boroughs.
Habitat homeowners build side-by-side with volunteers to complete their home
and the homes of their neighbors, which brings people of all siripes together
around the cause of affordable housing.

Since the late-90’s — after completing our first two Habitat buildings on the Lower
East Side - Habitat NYC’s homebuilding efforts predominantly served families
earning between 60-80% area median income- and were predominantly
concentrated in historically red-lined communities — including Harlem, Southeast
Queens, and Central Brooklyn. Habitat has not had the opportunity to build new
affordable housing in a “high-opportunity neighborhood” and provide new
housing opportunities for very- and extremely-low income New Yorkers in 25
years.

While Habitat NYC has historically only built and rehabilitated affordable single-
and multi-family homes for ownership, we have recently expanded our housing
mission with this first rental project. We are honored to be a co-developer on
Haven Green, a 123-unit, deeply affordable, LGBT-friendly, senior housing
project in Little ltaly with a 30% set-aside for formerly homeless seniors. It is only
by prioritizing critical projects like Haven Green and increasing the number of
units available to homeless individuals and families that we can truly make
meaningful impact on the housing crisis felt most harshly by the most vulnerable
among us.

Habitat NYC joined this team and proposed this project because Haven Green
provides us the opportunity to build housing for a more vulnerable population
than we traditionally serve. Not only that, but the project in a neighborhood that
rarely — if ever — sees new affordable housing created. In shor, this piece of land
in this neighborhood a matter of social, economic, and racial justice.

As part of my testimony today, | am submitting a statement that the development
team published to the Haven Green website entitled, “There is No Alternative.”
This piece further unpacks the fair housing issues at stake in this project and
addresses the claim that we, the developers, should build instead on a site
controlled by DEP containing critical municipal water infrastructure. This site is in
a different neighborhood a mile away. We encourage all stakeholders to read it
so they will better understand that there is no viable alternative should the city be
serious about both tackling housing and inequality.



Habitat will provide additional value to the project by signing on as the anchor
tenant for the community facility space. Only a short list of qualified community
entities including not-for-profits like Habitat NYC can utilize the “community
facility space,” and the Manhattan Borough President specifically highlighted the
space as a benefit of the project. Our presence provides additional community
benefit through not only our housing preservation and community revitalization
programs, but by providing a shared meeting space that local community groups
as well as those engaged in the stewardship of the open green space can use.

Going into this approval process, Habitat NYC knew that a pre-existing conflict
existed around this site — one that has separated neighbors and created tension
between many well-meaning residents of the community. In doing our due
diligence, we understood that the private commercial space that had become a
cherished asset to the neighborhood had become publically accessible only after
the City designated the site for affordable housing.

We see this project as a compromise and opportunity for all stakeholders to
come together in service of multiple neighborhood needs. Haven Green will
provide more than 123 low-income and formerly homeless seniors with
desperately needed affordable homes, which they will utilize 100% of the time,
and provide the neighborhood with more publicly accessible green space then
was available 6 years ago, when the site was slated for housing development.
Additionally, we believe the development of the site will provide cumulatively
more access to green and open space by square foot once one factors into
consideration the hours of access of the current space.

We empathize with those who feel passionately about the current space, though
through our participatory design and ongoing community engagement efforts, we
have sought to hear residents, and consider their thoughts and opinions. We
believe the future space and site will become a cherished, local oasis as well as
home to generations of low-income, LGBTQ+, and formerly homeless seniors.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding Haven Green
and | thank you for the opportunity to testify today. We look forward to continuing
our partnership with the City in serving low-income families in need of affordable
housing and expanding our impact to current and formerly homeless seniors
through the approval and construction of Haven Green in Little ltaly.
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&

IN SUPPORT OF THE WIN-WIN COMMUNITY PLAN
TO BUILD 5X MORE HOUSING
ON THE ALTERNATIVE SITE

ek Jeanne Wilcke:

Former President of Downtown Independent Democrats for 8 years

Current Treasurer & Executive Board member of Downtown Independent Democrat

Co-Chair of the NoHo Neighborhood Association

Elizabeth St. Garden supporter

Executive board or regular member of numerous associations & non-profits working to reduce
carbon emissions in NYC

Democratic County Committee member

Democratic Judicial Delegate
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Opinion: The False Choice Behind
the Elizabeth Garden Housing
Scheme

By Eddie Panta | Aprl 30, 2019

Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden

When Haven Green, a senior affordsble housing project set to rise on Elizabeth Street
Garden in Little Ttaly was initially revealed in 2017, it was billed as a “witi-win solution for
the neighborhood.” In order to mitigate the loss of the garden, HPD and city officials
including Councilmember Margaret Chin, who originated the land-deal, promised Haven
Gmmﬂdproﬁdebnthdeqpuatdymededmloraﬁmdablehaﬁn;mmﬂ as “quality
open space.”

Wﬁ%mhﬂummh%mhduwﬂmwmﬂwm
mmpmwmthwmwmtndmmdw
mmmmwmm:mmh-mmamﬂm
current housing crisis and the shortage of city-owned land.
Bmhmmmdmmmmwmmmmm
inﬂmdﬂwdwofﬁwopmspmeﬂmumﬂdmminmdmkuvdithpmidimﬂmmﬂ
mM&UmMUwLaandimwnimmguhMmquimdiL

mmaw&mmmw
misrepresentation of both the projest and the
S garden by the city only deepened the divide that
?amnammmxgm existed within the community. As public meetings
for the proposal began, the debate quickly
deteriorated, and a battle of NIMBY vs. YIMBY
played out in local media.

In spite of this fierce debate, both sides were still asking the same question: Why can’t we
Jjust have both, housing and garden?

Thedt)fsdhgedﬁﬁmﬁnndﬁbn’atﬂiﬂb&h&tmetﬂmedmmﬁngammﬁum
would unify both housing and garden on one site, However, missing from HPD's request
from developers was any real guidelines that would guarantee an equitable “public space.”
Mmifhmwmmmhmmmmmmm
imposing seven-story building, architects had failed to incorporate the open space into the
deﬁmdﬂnhﬂlding.[ntmdbdmee,mmdﬁwamﬂmmmdm
shadowy leftover space.

The fact that residents and commercial tenants would have direct access and priority usage
rendered HPD's idea of “dedicated public open spacs,” inequitable,

Lof3 512119, 10:41 AM
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“Meither HPD nor deve.lupels could pmwde anyexample of another housing complex in the
city of New York that incorporated privately-owned, publicly-accessible space within the
confines of a residential complex. As Community Board 2's resclution would later reves], the
iden for Haven Green was incomplete: Lead developer Pepnrose Properties failed to  satisfy
the meager requirement HPD hnd imd aut lior lhe open spane oomponent ot' Haven Gmen. o

Inmdum?mvetxxhhotnngmldamp!ﬂiéspwa, G}mmmnlyi‘mnrdz )nlched '
apolitical plan to build Haven Green on an siternative site that would provide more housing
within the same community board.

By all accounts, Council Speaker Corey Johnson (in whose district the alternative city-owned - '
lotlm),wasreeeptwetotheplanAiltimtremamedwasfor(:ouncﬂmemberduntmmtmte ._;
mgm.mhonsandeompmmm.ﬂmtdidn'thappemlmtead,a'hﬂdaﬁmdnbiehommg
aveiyidior poasille® logai aindiued fthe ey

Chin had reverse-engineered aca}kmdenrbnnplmnmgpohc; f
destruction of the garden and aquash the community-led plan for
—housing and garden—on separate sites.

Suddenly, the plai for compromise, io have buth, meant taking both for housing. But now,
in 2019, there’s no evidence that Councilwoman Chin's "build affordable housing
everywhere possible” mantra has been adopted by the: city. The only real urban plan thot
emerges from this erisis-state strstegy i that apen space should be rejegated to exist inthe .
shadow of amy new development on city-owned land. Recent news reports reveal that ;
Biasio administration Is failing to deliver bidget allocations for affordable housing and
deals Yo build affordsble kousing on parking lots while pushing shead with plans for
develuopments on playgrourxis and open space in NYCHA properhes, like Hoimes Towers
the Upper East Side.

Tho insistance by garden ndvoostes to build more honsing on the alternative site and
preserve the garden in its entirety is besed on the reality that housing preference is

bywmmunnybomdbmmdanm,mtbycoumﬂDmmHndtharoomnmmﬂedﬂ
been put into action when it was initially proposed in 2015, seniors would alresdy be living
e new apartmentts. Andthee#lymuldhmlmtvthSﬂeetGardcn aapublicpark.

+

But protesting Haven Green wasn't strietly about preserving the garden, The fact that city-
owned land was being privatized for non-pertmanest affordable housing made the deal seem o

like & Iand giverway, The inclusion of 12,200+ sqaare feet, of below-market, ground floor: . 1ot om0 ey
office space for Habitat NYC’s new headquarters, ssxmpiymewnd!ablewﬁhertherﬁxe e R
housing crisis or environmental concerns,

LR e bl e T

As the Haven Green project heads to avote at City Cotne;l nexdxermde lmwdulany

ground, and it’s become clear that developers actually benefited from the housing-versus.
Mmmwitmmagammxtdmm&omﬂwmlmmmhopdm
contradictions of the devalopment. )
TheplammentofﬂmCmnonﬁaeﬁmdmmnggardmmmmnymmmem R
memm:ytoupendﬂlemtnnof%atmhmtesplﬂiwspaee,openspwo,mdmnoﬂice S
space. As Haven Green purports tobe a mo&elforﬁltu:edwdopmnt,'thwprojectcotﬁd
redefine what public spacs i i this city. B DI RN g

Formw,ﬂleeityappemdetemmedmﬂndanjusthmvmuchgteenspaceltmnaﬂ‘ordm o o .
lose. YIMBYs or pro-housing advocates tell us that developments impecting open spaceand . kS
cnltural history, whether at Holmes Towers or Brooklyn Botanical Gardens; are just minor .. 0

encroachments that are commensurate with the housing crisis. But-a crisis doesn’t happen. 7. &
all at once, it occurs incrementalty, slnwawughsoﬂmtyoudon‘tmmert’shappenmﬂm-' i
suddenly ol at once. PR

All to0 often, the solution te the erisis from pro-housing g;roups i mcrmsed pm'ahwuon of

public space, and that a kick-up to big real-estate from the community is necessaiy to

achieve equality and affordability. Evoking the crisis shielda city projects from their failings, -

alleviates burdens of comprehensive urban planning, and gives cover for politiciens to pick

and choose winners and losers, )

Regardless of the final outcome at City Hall, it’s clear that the Haven Green development

woir't settle this debate, The “win-win solution” that HPD hias' trumpeted at the E!lmbeth N
Skreet Garden and ot Holmes Towers actually prioritizes newhousmg ovef pmervanon. " R

N "
This strategy vill always result in a Toser, mﬂasn“donohann'pdmymemﬁedtnpm-"~..;4. B R S o
exsting affordable housing stock g well a5 the environment, not just an o profet-bp-project © = -0 0 s s e L e
orlot—by-idbmis,hutasacity-widembanpolicysuﬁmtﬂlereisonawmmnthe:ﬂyas B : A
whdle. .

EddrePantaisapuulterwnmrandcvmtcomdmatorbasedmbmﬂm}mmmﬂema S
contributor to the local news blog BoweryBoogie.com : i
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November 1, 2015
DOWNTOWN INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATS
RESOLUTION

THE DOWNTOWN INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATS
SUPPORT THE ELIZABETH STREET GARDEN
AND ARE STRONGLY AGAINST NYC DEVELOPING THE SITE

But we do not support the proposed development on the site of the Elizabeth Street Garden which has
become a valuable community center.

This garden has become an amazing community resource for seniors and children alike. Older people
have found a safe haven where they can sit and converse, join in activities and not be isolated.

In fact, this garden can be defined more accurately as a valyable community center with its many and
diverse activities. It should rightfully be known as the ‘Elizabeth Strest Garden Community Center.”

It also provides greenery and open space in a plant-starved area. The district in which it exists has-
weTis o l I hing disord
we must acknowledge the importance of these spaces to our health.

Arcund us NYU has taken much park space for its own use, to be replaced by institution-like plazas. One-
third of the teeny-tiny Petrosino Park has been allocated to Citibikes.

Sara D. Roosevelt Park is primarily asphatt, and its uses are different with basketball, soccer and similar
activities. To our sorrow, it also has an extremely high homeless and drug-use population.

It lacks lacks a safe place with grass for children and seniors alike and has very different uses and
activities than the Elizabeth Street Garden.

To take more of the little pieces of green we hang on to would be criminal.

Ironically, NYC itself has in the past few years sold its own downtown real estate for luxury development,

which could have beeﬂ affordable housmg We_enmu:age_the_MamL.tnﬁ_LoﬂeLManbattan.D.esLeJmeem

For those who do not live in this and the surrounding neighborhood, it is hard to assess the positive
impact this Elizabeth Street Garden gives. But there is an overwhelming support for the garden - by the
people who live here. Both the old-timers, the newcomers, and the small businesses surrounding the
garden,

These local people very much support affordable and senior housing - but this garden and itsrole as a
community center for young and old is also important and overrides development on this site.

Downtown Independent Democrats



MAY 2017

DOWNTOWN INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATS
RESOLUTION

IN SUPPORT OF PRESERVING ELIZABETH STREET GARDEN IN ITS ENTIRETY
AND
CREATING SIGNIFICANTLY MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING AT 388 HUDSON ST

Whereas: Affordable housing is of vital importance to Downtown Independent Democrats
and the area we serve which includes both Little ltaly and Greenwich Village, and

Whereas: Both affordability and access to large, green open spaces are essential to the
livability and sustainability of neighborhoeds, and

Whereas: Little ltaly is severely underserved by open space and is part of the only
downtown Manhattan neighborhood that the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation defines
as “underserved” by open space, and

Whereas: 388 Hudson Street is both across the street from and down the block from large
park spaces, while Elizabeth Street Garden is the only green open space in all of Little ltaly and
SoHo, and

Whereas: Community Board No. 2, Manhattan has been promised a park at 388 Hudson,
which they have long fought for and greatly desire, but the Board has passed a resolution stating
that they are willing to forego a park at that site ONLY IF Elizabeth Street Garden is preserved in
its entirety, and

Whereas: In no case can both the Elizabeth Street Garden and 388 Hudson Street sites be
developed for affordable housing ~ it is only one or the other, and

Whereas: The 388 Hudson Street site can accommodate almost five times as much
affordable housing as the Elizabeth Street Garden site, and

Whereas: A successful swap of an open space site for a better affordable housing site was
recently done by Councilmember Corey Johnson, moving the housing to a site farther than the
distance between Elizabeth Street Garden and 388 Hudson St., and

Whereas: Preference for a significant percentage of the first rent-up of housing is
determined by Community Board boundaries, not by Council Districts, and

Whereas: Having five times as much affordable housing at 388 Hudson will serve on
average of five times more residents in Little Italy than would be served by developing a lower
number of units on Elizabeth Street Garden, and

Therefore Be It Resolved:

Downtown lndependent Democrats sunmﬁa&umanm&ﬁhzabaﬁ.ﬁm.ﬁamm

Be it Further Resolved:
Downtown Independent Democrats galls upon Councilmembers Chin and Johnson to work
thar to effect thi o8 Bianntil of helh el tist



STATEMENT TO THE NYC COUNCIL IN SUPPORT OF HAVEN GREEN
HPROJECT FOR SENIORS
May 2" 2019

My name is Valerio Orselli. 1 am speaking as a founding member of Cooper Square
Community Land Trust (CSCLT) and Cooper Square Mutual Housing Association
{CSMHA]}, a non-profit cooperative project on the Lower East Side of Manhattan. |
am also a former resident of Little Italy, when it still was Little Italy and affordable. |
am here to express my fullest support for ULURP #C190184 HAM- Haven Green

Project for seniors, sponsored by Habitat for Humanity and their partners.

Without a doubt you will hear today impassioned speeches in support of a garden
on Elizabeth Street and detailing the lack of green space in the Little Italy

neighborhood. While communities need green space, the development of affordable

housing for seniors must take precedence.

P Over 93,000 seniors applied for the 100 apartments at Frances Goldin Apartments on

Delancey Street.

P Seniors residing in buildings managed by the CSCLT/CSMHA have benefitted from
their newly renovated apartments but, with no elevators they are virtually prisoners in
their apartments, just like many seniors in Little Italy. Our seniors and disabled are
given priority for ground floor vacant units in our buildings but there are not enough

to meet demand. Seniors in privately-owned housing get no priority.



» 388 Hudson Street, the proposed alternate city-owned site is not viable for housing.

» while there is a lack of open space in Little Italy there are a number of other green
spaces nearby, such as the Liz Christie Garden on Houston Street and Washington
Square Park. Only two blocks away, residents have available to them some 300,000
square feet of open space: the Sarah D. Roosevelt Park on Chrystie Street. CB#2
should request that NYC Parks Department set aside 20,000 SF within the park to
relocate the sculptures on loan from the gallery owner next door and replicate the

amenities located at the Elizabeth Street site.

B since 2014 only 93 new affordable housing units have been developed in all of CB#2.
The area is 72% white. The median home value is $2 million. If this trend continues

unabated, Little Italy will truly become an upper middle class white ghetto.

» A key requirement for permanent affordability is a low purchase price for the land.
Purchasing of privately-owned sites would be the only alternative and would make
the housing totally unaffordable. Old St. Patrick's School at 233 Mott Street was sold
in 2013 for $32 000.000. Cooper Square CLT is currently seeking to purchase
Nativity Church at 44 2" Avenue from the NY Archdiocese for 123 units of senior
housing. The Archdiocese wants $50,000,000. If you factor in the price of the land

and the price of construction, together they add up to about $750,000 per unit.

While green open space is needed in Little Italy, very affordable black, white, yellow,

brown and gay-friendly living space is even more urgently needed.

Please vote yes on this ULURP application.



FOR THE RECORS

May 1, 2019

Adrienne E. Adams, Chairwoman

New York City Council Subcommittee on
Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses
250 Broadway, Suite 1877 '

New York, NY 10007

RE: Haven Green project; Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and
Maritime Uses

Dear Chairwoman Adams and Council Members,

Thank you for this opportunity to submit written testimony on behalf of The Cultural
Landscape Foundation (TCLF) concerning the Elizabeth Street Garden. TCLF is a
Washington, D.C.-based education and advocacy non-profit established in 1998 with a
mission to “connect people to places.” The foundation, created by New York native
Charles A. Birnbaum, is considered a leading national authority on the country’s
landscape [egacy. TCLF hosts the most comprehensive free, online database of the
nation’s cultural landscape legacy—the What’s Out There database; it has produced
more than a dozen award-winning video oral histories with leading landscape architects
in the United States, including New York-based practitioners M. Paul Friedberg and
Nicholas Quennell; it has organized and curated critically acclaimed traveling exhibitions,
including The Landscape Architecture Legacy of Dan Kiley, which was shown at the Center
for Architecture on LaGuardia Place; and it has created print and online guides to New
York City and cities throughout the country.

TCLF considers the Elizabeth Street Garden to be a nationally important cultural asset,
one that is unique to New York City and that cannot be replicated. The Elizabeth Street
Garden is not simply a generic swath of green space. [nfact, because of the present
threat, the foundation has designated the garden as a Landslide nationally significant
landscape that is threatened and at-risk. Landslide is TCLF’s advocacy program, and the
Landslide designation has proved an effective means of preventing the destruction of
significant sites in New York City, including the Frick Collection’s viewing garden on East
70 Street, designed by Russell Page; the modernist plaza at 140 Broadway, with Isamu
Noguchi’s iconic Red Cube; and Sunnyside Gardens in Queens.

As you know, the Elizabeth Street Garden was not the brainchild of a department,
bureau, or committee who analyzed and processed a plan backed by tax-payer dollars; it
was conceived as an individual act of beneficence, creativity, and neighborhood
improvement—something both personal and communal at the same time. The Elizabeth
Street Gardenis a place where two longstanding, local traditions happily converge:
community activism and outsider art. Local gallery owner Allan Reiver leased the vacant
plot from the City of New York in 1991 and brought the garden to life on his own. In that

e Cultural Landscape Foundation
1 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 200, Washington, DC 20009
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way, the Elizabeth Street Garden is planted squarely in the tradition of the Liz Christy
Community Garden, another local green space that took root in 1973 when Ms.

Christy and her ‘Green Guerillas’ transformed an abandoned lot in Manhattan’s Bowery
neighborhood into an abundant vegetable garden. The urban community-garden
movement that Christy helped ignite eventually spread throughout the country, and the
garden was honored in 2013 with a listing in the National Register of Historic Places as
part of the Bowery Historic District, which thus has a designated period of significance
that spans nearly 350 years, from 1626 to 1975.

For the Elizabeth Street Garden, Reiver not only cleaned up the lot and planted grass,
trees, and shrubs, but he also envisioned something that was a unique artistic
expression. After salvaging architectural ornaments from once-celebrated buildings that
had been demolished, he carefully realized a community-garden design, strategically
repurposing and siting statuary, structures, and garden features from his personal
collection. In this way, the Elizabeth Street Garden is an Outsider Art garden—a
landscape representing an individual artistic expression, conceived by a non-professional
designer and executed in a creative style all its own. Ginia Bellafante of the New York
Times recognized as much in an article on March 15, 2019, when she referred to the
garden as the creation of “an outsider artist named Allan Reiver.”

The statuary collection at the Elizabeth Street Garden includes a pair of marble columns
and an iron gazebo designed by the Olmsted Brothers firm for Burrwood (the former
home of Walter Jennings), and a stone-and-granite balustrade designed by Frernch
landscape architect Jacques-Henri-Auguste Gréber. The balustrade was salvaged from
the 36-acre Lynnewood Hall, considered to be one of the largest Gilded Age mansions in
the Philadelphia area. Reiver has gifted both the gazebo and the former balustrade
(which now serves as a bridge between outdoor garden rooms) to the garden in
perpetuity. These are important elements that bear witness to the Country Place Era, a
bygone period in estate design from around 1890 to 1930. In 2013 a group of community
members worked with Reiver to further revitalize the site, opening it to the public to
serve as a center of energy in a community where open space is in short supply.

In brief, Reiver transformed a once-vacant lot into a rare and beloved public landscape
that should be viewed as a unique and irreplaceable artistic expression in the tradition of
Watts Towers in Los Angeles and Opus 40 in Saugerties, New York, which are,
respectively, listed as a National Historic Landmark and a National Register-designated
property.

Site-specific works of art in the [andscape, like the Elizabeth Street Garden, rank among
the most organic and historically significant representations of our cultural identity and
are often the most threatened. The recent book World Heritage and National Registers:
Stewardship in Perspective echoes that statement, finding that visionary-art
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environments are “nationally significant historic resources...Without the national
recognition afforded by programs such as the National Register of Historic Places, these
historic visionary-art environments face an almost insurmountable challenge of
garnering the support necessary to maintain these delicate and rapidly vanishing sites.”

The Elizabeth Street Garden falls within the Chinatown and Little [taly Historic District,
which is listed in the State and National Registers of Historic Places and was designated a
New York City Landmark in 1998. However, the garden is not currently listed as a
contributing feature in these historic designations. The Liz Christy Garden was also once
an unrecognized landscape feature within an historic district. Fortunately, it was listed in
the National Register of Historic Places as part of the updated Bowery National Register
Historic District in 2013.

As noted earlier, the Elizabeth Street Garden is not generic green space; it is an artistic
expression that is unique to New York City and should be considered in its totality. TCLF
thus believes that every effort should be made to prevent its demolition and that the
National Register designation for the [andscape should be advanced as part of a
commitment to ‘best practices’ by the city, an act that could ultimately lead to the
Elizabeth Street Garden’s listing in the National Register of Historic Places as a work of
outsider art, one that could never be recreated today or in the future.

Sincerely,

e

Charles A. Birnbaum, FASLA, FAAR
President + CEO
The Cultural Landscape Foundation
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New York Gity Council Subcommittee on Landmarks,
Public Siting and Maritime Uses

Councit Chambers

City Hall

New York

Elizabeth Street Garden

Many New Yorkers suffer from the city's pollution, don't have enough green space, lack
healithy food and exercise, and experience loneliness and lack of community. Parks and
gardens are vital to our mental and physical well-being.

Elizabeth Street Garden provides year-round programs for everyone, including local
children living in public housing and the elderly. Gardening is known to be therapeutic,
and having connection to nature is essential, especially for children who don't have
access to country retreats or country vacations. Certainly senior housing is much-needed,
but in this case there is an alternative site, and this well-established community garden is
needed every bit as much.

We have a haphazardly growing city, major environmental problems, destructive
gentrification, and massive inequality. At the very least we must make sure our precious
green spaces that enhance life, create community, and help mitigate global warming, are
not destroyed or diminished.

Carole Ashley

49 Beach Street, Apt 7
New York, NY 10013
Tel: 212-966-9753

Cell: 917-881-1554
cashley1974@gmail.com

{Downtown resident for 44 years)
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COUNSEL May 21 2019

Adrienne E. Adams

Chairwoman New York City Council

Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses
250 Broadway, Suite 1877

New York, NY 10007

Haven Green at Elizabeth Street Garden

Madam Chairwoman and Council Members:

My name is Elliott Meisel. [ am a partner in Brill & Meisel, counsel to: Elizabeth Street Inc., lessee
since 1991 from the City of the site of the proposed Haven Green project; Allan Reiver, principal of
Elizabeth Street Inc. and creator of the unique historic and cultural asset known as the Elizabeth Street
Garden now located on that site; and Elizabeth Firehouse LLC, owner of the historic firechouse adjacent on
the north to the Elizabeth Street Garden, of which Allan Reiver is also the principal.

[ pointedly refer to the Garden and Firehouse as historic and cultural assets as, in the single minded
pursuit of the Haven Green project, the City and the project developers have either failed or intentionally
refused to acknowledge their importance as such beginning with the Mayor’s Office having agreed in a
private letter to Councilwoman Chin to develop “21 Spring Street” as affordable housing in connection
with the Seward Park project (SPURA) in Community Board 3 without satisfying Councilwoman Chin’s
desire for more affordable housing on the SPURA site. Interestingly, the address 21 Spring Street is the
location of the existing LIRA housing project, not the Elizabeth Street Garden and is misleading if not
intentionally obfuscatory. Furthermore, despite years of hearings and public discussion in Community
Board 3 concerning the Seward Park project and associated affordable housing, Ms. Chin’s
recommendation to build it in Community Board 2 on the Garden site was accepted with no public
discussion, let alone knowledge, by anyone in Community Board 2 not even other members of that
Community Board, as evidenced by its unanimous rejection of the proposed destruction of Elizabeth Street
Garden.

The deception continued when an Environmental Assessment Statement (EAS) rather than the
more thorough Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) generally applicable to Type I actions such as this
one and the issuance of a Negative Declaration premised on the flawed, incomplete and pre-determined
findings of the EAS which disingenuously, if not worse, mischaracterized the Elizabeth Street Garden as a
“vacant lot” resulting in a cursory evaluation as such and complete failure to take a hard look at it as an
historic and cultural resource and its critical role in the Historic Little Italy District the provisions of which
the EAS also fails to appropriately address in evaluating the Haven Green project’s impacts.
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The original proposal to facilitate the Haven Green project included a UDAAP designation which
requires that the site be a slum. Though that was recently abandoned as insupportable, it evidences a cynical
effort to develop this project without regard to the facts. That is further evidenced by the failure to seriously
consider a nearby superior site which would support 5 times the amount of senior housing on what is in fact
a vacant gravel lot while propagandizing the public that a painful choice must be made between needed
affordable housing and “underutilized” open space. Neither is true as demonstrated opportunities and sites
exist for affordable housing, and this site is indisputably neither underutilized nor a fungible open space.
One can only be left with the impression that this entire ULURP procedure is merely a smokescreen for a
determination that was already made without regard to the wishes of the community and the many public
officials who overwhelmingly oppose this needless act of vandalism. The “thorough, open and fair process™
and “ true consensus reflecting community centric efforts” “affording the community an effective voice
going forward” and “early dialogue with community boards” praised by City officials in connection with
SPURA has certainly not been in evidence as this oversized project with tiny non-family friendly studio
units and large unrelated office and retail space occupying a significant portion of the site was being foisted
on an adjacent community without its knowledge at the expense of one of its few places of repose and
community for social, cultural and celebratory events.

Shortly after moving to New York and being attracted to Elizabeth Street, which was then neglected
and devoid of commercial activity, Allan Reiver saw in a large trash filled lot the City was proposing to
sell for a parking lot, an urban oasis. In 1991 he obtained a lease from the City and immediately, at his own
expense, hauled away trash, installed a sprinkler system, planted trees, shrubs and other foliage and
carefully selected and placed numerous architectural elements, sculptures and decorative ornamentation he
had collected. The Garden quickly became a catalyst for a changing neighborhood, and by 1999 nearly
every space on the block was enlivened by a small business or restaurant helping transform the
neighborhood into what is now known as Nolita. Originally fenced, not only as required by NYC’s lease
and to protect the Garden’s artifacts, when the firechouse was acquired in 2005 access to the Garden was
provided through its ground floor gallery, and when volunteers became available to monitor the Garden,
the non-profit Elizabeth Street Garden Inc. was formed to manage and operate public activities, and
extended hour access was made available directly from the street.

The Elizabeth Street Garden is a truly unique place of nationally recognized significance which
incorporates an irreplaceable combination of cultural, historic, architectural, aesthetic, social and
environmental qualities and is a contributing feature of the historic Little Italy Historic District. As such it
must be evaluated not as generic open space the role of which could be satisfied by a smaller, more sterile
and less accessible component of the proposed Haven Green project. By the City‘s own definition, it is
deserving of landmark designation as a place of outstanding historical, cultural, or aesthetic value and “an
important part of the City's heritage. That description is equally applicable to the adjacent firehouse,
designed by Napoleon LeBrun, the early official architect of the NYC Fire Department, and incidentally
home to the first brass firemen’s pole in New York, and if the Garden is preserved, a portion of its ground
floor would complement the Garden as indoor community space.

The Garden as a whole with its neoclassical sculptures, salvaged and repurposed architectural
elements including an Olmstead gazebo,Greber balustrade and carefully curated landscaping has been
characterized by renowned authorities, including Charles Birnbaum of the Cultural Landscape Foundation,
Melanie Macchio, architectural historian, and Adrian Benapee, former NYC Parks Commissioner, among
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others, as site specific “outsider art” representing an individual artistic expression, conceived by a non-
professional designer, and executed in a creative style all its own worthy of Landmark and Historic Register
recognition. It is in the tradition of the work of Harvey Fite’s Opus 40, Arthur Wood’s Broken Angel, the
5 Pointz Aerosol Art Center and the folly filled English country gardens in a unique Little Italy context.

In light of the foregoing, the apparent slavish adherence by applicable agencies to political promises
and subordination of whole communities to the wishes of a single City Council member which subverts the
whole purpose of ULURP; the disregard for the OneNYC 2050 initiatives of promoting thriving
neighborhoods with access to open spaces and cultural resources, democratic participation in civic life
smfcreating the conditions for health and well-being; and failure to appreciate non-monetizable but essential
qualities of urban living, in addition to the already commenced legal challenge to the superficial EAS and
other procedural irregularities of this application, we’re in the process of filing a federal claim under the
Visual Artists Rights Act sections of the federal copyright statute (17 U.S. Code § 106A and 113(d)(1) et
al) known as VARA to enjoin the destruction of this remarkable and irreplaceable work of recognized
stature. Too many of the iconic manifestations of our cultural heritage are wistfully but inadequately only
remembered in photographic records and museum shows. We cannot allow that to happen to Elizabeth

Street Garden
Very truly yours,
B/
AV | &
eis

Elliott M
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JR Studio

11 Spring St
NY10012 New York
USA

Aprll 30, 2019
To the New York City Council

-1 JR, encourage the New York City Council to reject anything which would destroy or diminish the Elizabeth
Street Garden because it is such an essential place for the local community.

By way of background, | am an artist and photographer. Since 2001, I've aimed to exceed the
confinernents of the art world, pasting large-scale black and white portraits in the favelas of Brazil, the
broken bridges of Africa and some of the most famous walls on the planet. in 2011, | won the TED Prize,
an annual award given o an individual with a creative, bold vision to spark global change. | created a global
art project called Inside Out, and the global response was remarkable: more than 350,000 participants in
142 countries thus far,

As a testament to my recognition in the industry, my work and | have been featured in publications such
as The New York Times, The New Yorker, The Huffington Post, The Wall Street Journal, and CNN, among
several other media outlsts. As an artist | have grown to international acclaim after my work was displayed
at Galerie Perrotin, the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, the Tate Modern, and the Venice Biennale.
The project that brought me acclaim in my native France was “Portraits of a Generation”. Additicnally, | am
known for my works "Women Are Heroes”, my project on Eliis Island and my art collaboration with the New
York City Ballet. My latest film “Visages, Villages” (Eng.:"Faces, Places”), co-directed with legendary
filmmaker Agnes Varda, was nominated for an Academy Award in 2018.

My studio and my home have been near Elizabeth Street Garden for the past 8 years, and | have been
lucky enough to enjoy the beauty of the garden on a dalily basis.

linstalled two artworks in the garden, one in 2013, and one more 'recently in October of 2018, playfuily
interacting with a tree from the garden.

| have seen many art shows, community events, film screenings. It is a place where my team loves to hang
out and have lunch in the summer.,

i fove the community and | love the garden, I truly believe it's a treasure of New York City.
Respectiully,

JR



New York
Public
Library

NYC Deparment of City Planning
120 Broadway, 31% Floor
New York, NY 10271

To whom it may concern,

FOR THE RECORD
S )

=

March 16, 2019

Since Mulberry Street Library opened its doors in 2007, the library’s staff has had the
pleasure of knowing our neighbors at the nearby Elizbeth Street Garden. Qver the years,
we’ve hosted a number of programs in the Garden, including very successful children’s
storytimes and adult book discussion groups. The Garden has provided us with an
opportunity to expand our services outside the walls of our branch. We have sincarely

enjoyed working with our neighbors who maintain the garden, and certainly look forward to

partnering with them on future programming.

Kindest Regards,

Brian Stokes
Library Manager - Mulberry Street Library
T212.966.3424

brianstokes{@nypl.org

Mulberrv Street tibrary

© 10 lorsey Stroet © New York, NY 1001‘2 - nvol.ora



Northeast Region 930 Svivan AveNue  Encrewoop Currs, NJ 07632
201-567-2090 201-507-2007 FAX WWW.WHOLEFOODSMARKET.COM
To: The City of New York
From: Michael Simon

The undersigned hereby declare their unequivocal support for any and all efforts to
nreserve and protect in perpetuity the Elizabeth Street Garden located adjacent to 209
Elizabeth Street in the Special Little Italy District as open public recreational space. Each
of us opposes without reservation the construction of a building of any kind on this rare
open space oasis located in the middle of this densely built and populated neighborhood.
We further contend that such construction on the Elizabeth Street Garden site will cause
irreparable harm to the residents and businesses in this community. Finally, we urge the
City of New York to heed this petition and permanently halt all efforts to build on this site
now or in the future.

It is a little escape from the urban life for the People of NYC and our customers. We hope
to have it last for generations to come.

Thank you,

Michael Simon

ASTL Whole Foods Market Bowery
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rag & bone

NEW YORK March 18, 2019

Dear City Commissioner:

My name is Danielle Falzetta and | am writing on behalf of local Nolita store employees. We are a
population of another kind of locals who use, love and benefit from the Elizabeth Street Garden. Though
we call Nolita our “second home”, most of us spend 40-60+ hours here often trapped in stores and
windowless basements. Myself, my staff and my colleagues in the surrounding retail stores all use the
garden daily as our brief respite from work. It's a meeting place for us, a lunchtime haven and a way for
us to stay connected to our community.

Currently, | am planning with the help and partnership of loseph, an exciting charity event on Jun 21%
with multi-retailer participation called The Elizabeth Street Block Party. During this event, every store
will open their doors, host fun and lively atmospheres, gifts with purchase, and beverages with a 15%
donation on all purchases made that day going towards the Elizabeth Street Garden culminating in a
community event at the garden for all to join and see and enjoy the beautiful space they have been
shopping to benefit!

We have had an overwhelmingly positive response to this event from our corporate partners, retailers
and the public, all of it made possible by this partnership with Joseph and the garden. This is also
something that we would love to anniversary every year and create a destination shopping event for our
local community and a way for all of the businesses and the garden to stay in touch together. None of
which would be possible without the existence of the Elizabeth Street Garden and the overwhelming
love and support our Nolita locals have for this space.

I implore you to see the benefit this space adds to our community, and how it touches even those who
don’t reside in Nolita, but spend so much of their time here. It’s a bridge between communities and a
pillar of this neighborhood and we want to all be able to share it for years to come.

Myself and my partners of the Elizabeth Street Block Party all stand in solidarity as dear friends of the
garden.

All The Best,

P

Danielle Falzetta
Store Manager / Houston St.

rag & bone

73 E. Houston St.

T212777 2210

C 818 636 6539
danielle.falzetta@rag-bone.com
rag-bone.com




To Whom it may concern,

The function of Elizabeth street garden is multitude. As a business manager, a
. patron of establishments in this neighborhood, and sometimes just a very tired barista,
its presence is needed.

The garden draws so many people, without which our small cafe, tucked away
from the main hustle and bustle of SoHo would suffer greatly. We have a great
relationship with its caretakers, seeing them every day is a delight, and they often send
folks to our shop. The increase in foot traffic generated by the garden and its staff is
immeasurable. It also provides a place for our customer to go once they get their coffee.
We don't have room for seating, and we often direct folks to the garden to enjoy their
coffee. They always seem relieved to know there is still a public space to sit in this
neighborhood where space is limited.

it also means more to me; personally, and to my staff. The increased traffic
means it can get busy - and we get tired, stressed, wound up. Having the garden next
door gives us a place 1o sit, decompress, and enjoy some air and sunshine, a moment
of peace, amidst and loud, frenzied cafe shift. ' A

Even outside of the cafe this area is often PACKED with people - being able to
step off the main strips and breath in a green space is such a valuable option to have,
especially for people like me who tan experience sensory overload very quickly.

Elizabeth St. Garden is a bastion of calm, a much needed spot of green, and
essential to the continued to the success of our cafe, and the mental and emotional
weli-being of myself, staff, and patrons.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Best,

Rachael Gérrett
Mott St. Manager
Gimme Coffee



To Whom it may Concern,

When [ first moved into the NoLita almost 20 years ago, | was intrigued
by the neighborhood with a sculpture garden in the middle. At that time,
the garden was the most beautiful spot in the area, and without a doubt
was a main catalyst to draw in the thriving businesses that now surround
it and the garden still continues to contribute to the popularity of the
neighborhood. '

This was a key part of the allure of the neighborhood, and therefore
influenced my decision to move to the neighborhood.

| am now raising a family in the neighborhood and without the garden, my
children :

would not have any day to day exposure to green space, unless we left
the city, which we seldom do. Through the garden's active year round
activity program, my kids have the opportunity to plant seeds, grow
fruits and vegetables, release insects, play with nature, as well as
participate in garden maintenance... raking leaves, weeding, etc. Over
the years there have even been workshops on subjects like composting
and

worming.

These are critical experiences for kids growing up in the city. | also
recently read of scientific studies validating that exposure to green
space is essential for the brain development in children:

hitps://iwww kcet.org/shows/socal-connected/long-term-exposure-to-green-
spaces-affects-childrens-cognitive-development

As a volunteer at the garden and a local fashion stylist, | have collaborated
with the small

businesses in the neighborhood to put on events, one example was a
fashion show during fashion week. The local stores rallied to help out when
they heard | was working on an event in the garden to help raise funds for
the garden to help keep it around.

The stores and restaurants that donated either items or services included,
Ritual Vintage, Warm, Wendy Nichols, Odin, Eddie Borgo, Only Hearts,
Oroboro, Westerlind, Josie Natori, Creatures Of Comfort, Ulla Johnson,
Piccolini, Yarnz,



Poppy King
284 Mott st #PHO
New York NY 10012

March 18, 19

To Whom It May Concern:

I am a successful entrepreneur, business owner, guest lecturer at FIT and other
community activities based in New York City who has been featured in numerous
magazine articles, newspapers ad television here in New York. I have been lucky
enough to live a few blocks from the Elizabeth St Garden for the last 16 years.

I cant tell you how much this space means to me, the community, New Yorkers,
other Boroughs and international visitors. It is a prime attraction listed in
guidebooks along side the Met, Central Park and the Highline and has been a
described as a “treasure” which it is.

[ have volunteered there for years and spent many a day where over a 100 people
come in and out. Knowing how hard it is to attract people in our extremely
consumer driven society the pull of this garden never ceases to amaze me. It has
everything the city should be PROTECTING not DESTROYING.

* Its alocal attraction bringing people to a neighborhood where small business
are struggling and desperately need foot traffic

* [tprovides a diverse and free range of activities for children and parentsto
enjoy creating much needed human interaction in an increasingly isolated
city and in neighborhood where there is very little green space

* [t is a safe space managed, looked over and run by a not for profit keeping it
open to all '

+ ltisa place for all generations regardless of race, gender or socio economics
to spend quality time and regenerate so that all of us can be better citizens
and better humans.

+ [t is a magnet for Instagram activities meaning it promotes itself in a way that _

the city would have to spend a fortune doing and its doing to for free

Why tear down a space that is already operating as a heart and soul for a
neighborhood who has nowhere to sit unless they buy something? Affordable

Housing is a good cause but in this case this is not simply an unused lot, this is a very

loved, needed and precious part of downtown New York City known to pull more



people in one day than most businesses in this area ever could and known to bring
so much joy.

Given there is another location that has been identified as space to build this same
housing project slated for this spot I implore you not to do this.

It will bring only more depression and darkness to a world that needs the opposite
and has a jewel in its midst that will forever serve the community in a way that
nothing could replace or attract as the Elizabeth St Garden does.

Yours sincerely,

Poppy King



Proenza Schouler, M.Martin, Inkerman, Rachel Comey, Hillesheimer Corp,
A Per Se, ‘ |

Seamores, Crosby Hotel, Margherita, and Jack's Wife Frieda. They
donated items that

were resold, and there were volunteer models walking the garden path
(red carpet) dispiaying the fashions from the stores. It was a magical
event which drew in visitors to the garden. It was also mutually beneficial
for the stores and restaurants as new customers were exposed to their
locations and brought néw business to them. Elizabeth street Garden is
the

heart of this neighborhood, an essential break in this concrete jungle,
and a tourists delight.

Thank you, |
Stephanie Tricola



BOWERY & VINE

To the City Planning Commission,

| grew up in Little taly and | still have a business here. | supported
Allan Reiver's request to CB2, to create a statue garden, along with
the community. We came to the hearing to show our enthusiasm and
to make sure the garden got built. It was good to clean up the lof,

and the garden adds beauty to the neighborhood. We want to keep

it that way for our chiidren and the community. | still support the garden
by donating to their fundraisers, and 1 hope you move to-protect the
garden from development.

Bowery & Vine | BOWERY & VINE
268 BOWERY

NEW YORK, NY 10002



March 14", 2019

To the City Planning Commission,

'

My family owns Prince Street Pizza. It’s just Around the corner from Elizabeth
Street Garden. Our Pepperoni Sicilian pizza has become so popular in the last four
years, we have lines down the block, with tourists and people from all over the city
leaving with boxes of pizza, looking for a place to eat i.

Elizabeth Street Garden is the place they go to, even in the winter if it’'s warm
enough. We have also donate pizza to the Harvest Festival in October, for six years
now. The garden is an important part of the community and helps my customers
enjoy the pizza. Keep this garden in the neighborhood.

Dominic

Prince Street Pizza
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EMPORIO

Emporio Restaurant
231 Mott St.
New York, NY 10012

3-15-2019

To NYC Planning Commision:

Please accept this letter as support from the Nolita
Community to save Elizabeth Street Garden. It means a
tremendous amount to us all to keep the only green space in
the neighborhood. |

Our restaurant has always supported the hard work behind
This project and we take pride in donating
food for their events every year.

If you have any questions or require further information,
please don't hesitate {o contact us.

Sincerely,
Nico Contenta

General Manager
Emporio Restaurant
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To: The City Planning Commission

From: Cafe Gitane Mott Street

To whom it may concern;

It is been brought to our attention that there is a pending vote on the fate o‘f
the Elizabeth St. Garden.

As a business that has been on Mott street since 1994, we’d very much to
lend our support 10 the garden and encourage you to vote in favor of
maintaining what we see as a green space integral to the special feel of our
neighborhood.

All the very best ,

Luc, Burak and Rishad



3/14/19

To the NYC Planning Commission:

I understand The Garden maybe removed for the development of new
housing in the neighborhood. We do need more affordable housing. |
agree, but not at the expense of the removal of The Garden. There are
so few places that bring beauty to the neighborhood. I hope my voice
will help deter the housing development in its place. I, among many,
think The Garden should stay. Please vote against the removal.

Respectfully,

* Josephine Kattun

Just Shades

21 Spring Street

New York, NY 10012
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ANHD
50 Broad Street, Suite 1402
ASSOCIATION FOR New York, NY 10004
AHoSG 0 Tel: (212) 747-1117

DEVELOPMENT, INC

TESTIMONY OF STEPHANIE SOSA, BEFORE
THE NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC
SITING AND MARTIME USES ON HAVEN GREEN

May 2, 2019

Good Afternoon. Thank you Chair Adams and the members of the Landmarks, Public Siting
and Maritime Uses Subcommittee for the opportunity to testify.

My name is Stephanie Sosa and [ am the Senior Associate for Housing Development Policy
at the Association for Neighborhood and Housing Development (ANHD). ANHD's mission is
to advance equitable, flourishing neighborhoods for all New Yorkers. As a coalition of 100
community-based affordable housing and equitable economic development organizations
in New York City, we work at the intersection of organizing, policy, advocacy, and capacity-
building. Our extensive network has built over 120,000 units of affordable housing by
advocating for policy and research, training community organizers, and supporting the
expansion of necessary funding.

Low- and moderate-income communities and communities of color are disadvantaged by a
multitude of housing and economic development policies. In response, our advocacy
addresses a wide range of issues, including affordable housing, community development,
land use, and equitable economic development. Our vision for an equitable city includes
creating and fighting for just systems and policies that lead to economic opportunity and
affordable homes for all New Yorkers.

ANHD supports the development of Haven Green, mission-driven led, 123-unit affordable
housing project for low-income seniors earning between $21,930 and $43,860 annually.
We believe that the decision to develop affordable housing should always be based on the
need for the neighborhood and city, and not the details of one particular site. We
understand New York City’s need for open spaces, but also recognize that the housing crisis
is putting a major strain on senior citizens.

The reality is that over 20% of New York City’s senior population is in poverty. New
Yorkers over the age of 60 are 55% more likely to be severely rent burdened than residents
between the ages of 30 and 50 years of age. The senior population is projected to increase
by 40% through 2040 in New York City. The housing crisis will continue to impact a larger
percentage of the population, if the supply of senior housing does not match the demand.

It is essential that the city do everything in its power to increase access to affordable
housing and alleviate the rent burden on senior citizens. The de Blasio Administration has
committed to creating or preserving 15,000 senior homes and apartments though Housing
New York, and the development of Haven Green will contribute to this commitment and
will secure the most public benefit for the community.



Lisa J. Goode : ligoode@mac.com

My name is Lisa Goode. | have lived and worked in this area of the city
since 1988. Through my work as a filmmaker, a green roof designer and a
landlord | have been involved in an array of projects large and small, public and
private. The more a project interwove with this city - it's norms and it's
conventions - the harder | had to work to achieve balance and resuilts.

Haven Green is not a new or original concept. However, it is or could be,
an emblem of progressivism, empathy and humanity in a neighborhood that is
not only one of the wealthiest in the city but has also done the least to diversify
itself. Let’s build Haven Green and show that we, as a community, can welcome
people that we might not otherwise know. Let's chip away at the cycle of
segregation that has firmly taken root in this neighborhood.

Housing density in urban areas is the best way to fight climate change.
Building affordable housing for the most marginalized is the best way to show
compassion and empathy and to care for aging people who have spent their lives
in this city. For those who say that it should be a different lot and not this one, |
say build both. And for those who say that the loss of open space is
unacceptable, to that | say “Do more”. Repair, invest and expand Sara
Roosevelt Park, only three blocks from Elizabeth Street. Build the garden at the
DEP water main access lot at Grand and Lafayette that had been promised to us
years ago. Cities around the world close streets, remove cars and convert them
to green space. That is where impact against climate change lies. There is an
opportunity here to embrace those in need and to also demand more of our city
and our elected officials. Let's do both. More green space. More humanity
towards others.

Build Haven Green.
Thank you.

Len ~danowsk - Goedy
0l (06~ 241 G0



Anne TFOV atroy3@gmail.com FOR THF REGORQ

Currently: NYC 10038inCB1

For 17 Years: Mott Street, NYC 10012

Dear neighbors and friends and members of City Council:

| lived on Mott Street near the Elizabeth Street garden for 17 years and raised a
family there. We now live further south in CB1 but continue to regard the Mott &
Elizabeth Street neighborhood as our home and regularly visit the Elizabeth Street
garden and surrounding community.

| ask that the City abandon plans to destroy this garden and instead follow the
repeated requests by the community and CB2 to build MORE affordable housing
than the City wants to build on Elizabeth Stret - but on a different available lot on
Hudson Street. Instead, The City is determined to provide LESS affordable housing
and destroy the Elizabeth Street garden created by the community, replacing it
with a plan the City wants, not the local residents.

It’s NOT ok to render communities and CB2 without a voice and without local
power. Give us MORE affordable housing on the Hudson Street lot the community
has designated and do not destroy a garden the community has created.

Thank you,

1 o
i‘_‘\\’/\ W t v \/5

- Anne Troy



Kenneth A. Wind
387 Grand Street Apt. 404 ¢ New York, NY 10002 ¢ 917-860-44614 KennethAWind@gmail.com

May 2, 2019
o UHECCCORD

Dear NYC City Council,

Cooperative Village is a community of housing cooperatives on the Lower East Side of Manhattan. The
cooperatives are centered on Grand Street in an area south of the entrance ramp to the Williamsburg Bridge
and west of FDR Drive. Combined, the four cooperatives have 4,500 apartments in twelve buildings.

We are daily users of the Elizabeth Street Garden. In a space-starved city, parks function as essential public
infrastructure. These vital green spaces provide cost-free leisure and recreation which strengthen the
economic and physical health of communities. With the city’s population at an all-time high and record
numbers of tourists, New York’s parks and playgrounds are busier-——and more crucial—than ever before.

Therefore, we are troubled by the possibility of losing limited park space in our district. In the crammed
neighborhoods of Little Italy & SoHo, Elizabeth Street Garden is the only public green space that provides
an open, tranquil environment for locals of all ages. Little Italy & SoHo has an open space ratio of 0.07 acre
per 1,000 residents, leaving the district with one of the lowest ratios of public open space in the city.
Moreover, green space, once developed, will never be reclaimed. The City isn't going to tear down buildings
to create parks.

We are also troubled with the possibility of our sister Community Board’s express wishes being cast aside.
The City will sell the land to the developer for $1. Developers will destroy the garden to develop luxury
ground floor retail & office space. However, the 11,200 square foot office space will be below market-rate
and the affordability for residents is not permanent.

Accordingly, we ask that you stand on the side of families and preserve the Elizabeth Street Garden.

Very truly yours,

Vi hild

Kenny Wind
Seward Park County Committee Member



I've lived in NYC for 23 years, and have spent much of that time in downtown Manhattan. I've
seen every bit of public space at some point or another, and there is nothing like the sculpture
garden on Elizabeth Street. The feeling of community it evokes will never be replicated by any
contemporary architect or iandscape designer. The sense of serenity it provides is profound,
and I would argue essential to the mental health of the neighborhood residents. The beauty of
that kind of public space cannot be quantified, so there’s no way to compare it to a spreadsheet
of profit calculations for a new development. But make no mistake, it's loss would negatively
impact the lives of thousands of people. And | for one would put myself in harm’s way to
protect it.

FOR THE RECORD
JORDAN HADLEY

$/z2/19 1izom



SIEGEL TEITELBAUM & EVANS, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
260 MADISON AVENUE, 22ND FLOOR
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016

TELEPHONE
(212)455-0300
FACSIMILE
{212) 448-0066

STATEMENT REGARDING HAVEN GREEN BY
NORMAN SIEGEL AND KATE FLETCHER
ON BEHALF OF
ELIZABETH STREET GARDEN
BEFORE
THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES
OF THE LAND USE COMMITTEE
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

MAY 2, 2019

Good afternoon. My name is Norman Siegel, and I am here today with my colleague, Kate
Fletcher. We are attorneys in the law firm of Siegel Teitelbaum & Evans, LLP. Our firm has
been retained by Elizabeth Street Garden, Inc. (“ESG™), www.elizabethstreetgarden.com, to
represent it regarding the proposed Haven Green development project (the “Proposed Project™).

ESG has been working with—and will continue to work with—Friends of Elizabeth Street
Garden to save the Garden,

Elizabeth Street Garden is not “vacant land,” as HPD has characterized it. To the contrary,
Elizabeth Street Garden is a well-used, beautifully landscaped, publicly-available green open
space in a part of Manhattan Community District 2 that is severely underserved by open space.

Elizabeth Street Garden is a valued community resource used by local organizations and public
schools to hold events and workshops. Over the past twelve to fifteen months at least 200 events
were hosted at Elizabeth Street Garden by various organizations including the YMCA, branches
of the New York Public Library, and the Lower East Side Ecology Center. Over the past two
years, Elizabeth Street Garden has collaborated with Public School 1 and Public School 130 for
educational events and has hosted workshops in fall, winter and spring for more than 750 public
school students.

Additionally, the Garden supports local small businesses by attracting visitors to the
neighborhood, not only from other parts of the City, but also from other states and countries.

ESG has strong objections to and concerns about the Proposed Project and its impact on the local
community. To be clear, ESG is not opposed to developing affordable housing in the area, but
ESG is opposed to the unnecessary destruction of Elizabeth Street Garden to accomplish that
end. Why raze a garden treasured by the community, when there is a vacant, unused lot in
Manhattan Community District 2 that can accommodate substantially more units of affordable
housing?



Manhattan Community Board 2 is the government body closest to the issues in this matter. Since
2013, Manhattan Community Board 2 has consistently expressed support for the permanent
preservation of Elizabeth Street Garden in its entirety and has urged the City and HPD to
consider alternate development sites within Community District 2 for the creation of affordable
housing. Most recently, on January 24, 2019, Manhattan Community Board 2 adopted a
resolution to deny the Proposed Project, calling again for the preservation of Elizabeth Street
Garden and expressing concern about the adverse impact of the Proposed Project on quality of

* life, given the importance of parks to health and well-being.

After careful study and analysis, ESG believes the City has failed to comply with its obligations
under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) and City Environmental Quality
Review (“CEQR™). Specifically, ESG believes the Environmental Assessment Statement
(“EAS”™) prepared for the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (“HPD™) to be
inadequate and the related Negative Declaration issued by HPD to be unfounded, inappropriate,
and procedurally defective.

Pursuant to SEQRA, HPD must review the EAS and take a hard look at and thoroughly analyze
relevant areas of environmental concern in order to determine if the destruction and development
of Elizabeth Street Garden may include the potential for at least one significant adverse
environmental impact.

If the destruction and development of Elizabeth Street Garden may include the potential for at
least one significant adverse environmental impact, then, by law, an EIS must be prepared.

Of course this requires that the EAS itself be adequate. But, according to experts consulted by
ESQG, there are serious problems with a number of areas of the EAS, including, but not limited to
the following:

s First, the open space analysis in the EAS indicates a more than two percent decrease in
the open space ratio as a result of the Proposed Project. According to the CEQR
Technical Manual, where, as here, an area is extremely lacking in open space, such a
decrease in the open space ratio indicates that the project may have a significant adverse
impact on the environment. Therefore, an EIS should have been prepared.

¢ Second, perhaps because the EAS fails to acknowledge the value of Elizabeth Street
Garden to the community, its open space analysis does not adequately address the
inability of the proposed open space and of surrounding open spaces—many of which are
largely paved—to meet the broad needs of the community, as does Elizabeth Street
Garden. Among other concerns, the proposed open space will be in shadow in the
morning and at least part of the afternoon for much of the year.

o Third, the EAS failed to assess on any level the impact of the Proposed Project on
neighborhood character. According to the CEQR Technical Manual a neighborhood
character analysis should be performed when a project has the potential to result in
significant adverse impacts in certain technical areas, one of which is open space The



destruction of Elizabeth Street Garden may adversely affect neighborhood character in
that the Garden is a key attraction in the neighborhood and serves a unique and critical
role in the community.

e Fourth, the EAS did not acknowledge, let alone take a hard look at, the possible adverse
environmental impacts of the Proposed Project with respect to public policy, in particular
the City’s commitment to combatting climate change. For example, Executive Order 26,
issued in June 2017, committed the City to supporting the goals and aims of the Paris
Agreement, including the goal of limiting the global average temperature increase to less
than two degrees Celsius. However, the Proposed Project will destroy an open green
space with a number of trees. Such spaces can have a cooling effect and are a valuable
resource in efforts to mitigate climate change.

o Fifth, the EAS does not adequately assess the significant adverse environmental impacts
of the Proposed Project with respect to historic and cultural resources, failing even to
inventory numerous buildings in the study area that contribute to the nationally registered
Chinatown and Little Italy Historic District.

ESG has filed a lawsuit challenging the EAS and Negative Declaration and requesting the Court
to order an EIS.

The City Council should deny the disposition of City-owned land for the Proposed Project. A full
Environmental Impact Statement should have been prepared, as would have been clear had HPD
taken a hard look at the relevant areas of environmental concern.

Thank you.



Re: Thursday's Hearing + More...

We also need 2 - 4 volunteers who can get there early to hand out fliers to those who are
attending. We can't bring signs in that are larger than 8.5 x 11, so the fliers we hand out
will be double-sided and also serve as a sign of support. Every time a speaker for the
garden goes up, we can hold them up to show support.

If you are preparing to testify, each person has 2 minutes. It's important for us to have
as many speakers as possible.

At the last City Planning hearing, developer partner Riseboro bused in a group of
seniors from their Bushwick facility to speak in favor of the development. We should
expect something similar this time.

Here is the committee that will be holding the meeting: https://council.nyc.gov
/committees/land-use/subcommittee-on-landmarks-public-siting-and-maritime-uses/

Click HERE and HERE for the Know The Facts Flier

Please let me know if you have any questions.

All my best,
Joseph

Joseph Reiver | Executive Director
Elizabeth Street Garden | New York, NY 10012
elizabethstreetgarden.com | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram

J Oseph Reiver | Executive Director
Elizabeth Street Garden | New York, NY 10012
elizabethstreetgarden.com | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram
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FLIZABETH STREET GARDEN
LEGAL DEFENSE

FUNDRAISER.

Thursday |
June 13, 2019 ~
/- 10 PM

at the Garden

Enter on Elizabeth btwn Prince + Spring

Join us for an evening in the garden

with live music, free food & drinks

$50 suggested donation
donate at the gate or online at
elizabethstreetgarden.com /donate

Please RSVP to
events@elizabethstreetgarden.com

ESG is a 501(c)(3) non-profit.
All donations made to ESG are tax deductible.

@elizabethstreetgarden #Elizabethstreetgarden

info@elizabethstreetgarden.com GAF"D EN elizabethstreetgarden.com
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The Facts

¢ Development will Destroy Garden

o City’s Plan Ignores Win-Win Solution — CB 2 Proposed Alternative Site at
388 Hudson Provides up to 5x as Much Housing

Mott Street

_ Mott Street

fo Pennroise
I Development

Elizabeth Street

LIZABET
STREE

ARDE © 2019 Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden 3
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Support A Win-Win Solution

e Advantages of Alternative Site at
388 Hudson

— Provides up to 5x as much senior housing

— Increases local senior housing opportunities
due to community preferences

— Develops gravel-filled vacant lot vs. beloved
and heavily-used Garden

e Can’t Be Both
— Promised for parkland when city purchased
388 Hudson site 20 years ago

— (B 2 offered to release this commitment
only as a win-win to save Elizabeth Street
Garden and build more senior housing

e Similar Win-Win Swap in Chelsea
— New park on West 20" Street

— More housing on a larger city-owned site
two miles north

© 2019 Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden
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Our Community Lacks Adequate Open Space
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FRIENDS OF

* The Garden is located in the only downtown neighborhood that
NYC Parks defines as underserved by open space

* QOpen space ratio of 0.13 or 6 SF per person

* Little Italy & SoHo have even less open space — open space ratio of 0.07 or 3
SF per person, the size of a subway seat!

* CB 2 has one of the lowest open space ratios in NYC

- Open space ratio of 0.60 or 26 SF per person

- Nearly 75% of CB 2’s parkland is in Washington Square Park and Hudson
River Park, nearly a mile and 1.2 miles from the Garden respectively.

e EAS open space ratio declines from 0.0153 to 0.0149 (2.24%)

e EASignores significant non-residential population

— 111,000 visitors arrive by subway alone, the 4t busiest subway destination
in the city.

0.07
i - S : _——
NYC Goal Underserved Little Italy &
"NoHo" SoHo

Sources: CB 2 and Little Italy & SoHo open space ratios from CB 2, Manhattan. NYC Goal and “underserved” neighborhoods, 2014 City Environmental Qualitiy
Review Technical Manual, Chapter 7, Open Space, page 7-4. NoHo includes NoHo, SoHo, Little Italy, parts of the East Village and the Lower East Side, including Sara

D. Roosevelt Park north of Delancey Street. For map, visit http://on.nyc.qov/2n70iVX. Subway stops identified by the SoHo Broadway Initiative at
http://sohobroadway.org/about-our-district/ and average weekday ridership data from the MTA, at http://web.mta.info/nyct/facts/ridership/ridership_sub.htm.

© 2019 Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden 5




Study Area Open Spaces Primarily Paved
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About the Garden

FRIENDS OF

Beloved community park with open lawn, majestic trees, flowering garden beds and
sculptural artworks, located in Little Italy, Manhattan.

100,000 annual visitors including local elementary students, families and seniors, as
well as residents from around the city and tourists from around the world.

—  Educational programming serves 650 students annually, including several Title | schools.

—  Free public programming, year round focused on gardening, education, arts and cultural events and
wellness activities, including the annual Harvest Festival attended by 2,000 neighbors.

Significant base of support includes nearly every local elected official.

— Rep. Jerrold Nadler; Rep. Nydia Velazquez; State Sen. Brad Hoylman; State Sen. Brian Kavanagh;
Assemblymember Deborah Glick; Assemblymember Yuh-Line Niou; NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer; District
Leaders Terri Cude, Vittoria Fariello, Dennis Gault, Paul Newell and Daisy Paez; Manhattan Community
Board 2; 21 park and community organizations; Former NYC Parks Comm. Adrian Benepe; former State
Sen. Daniel Squadron; former NYC Public Advocate Letitia James; More than 10,000 letters and signatures
of support from local residents and small business owners; and hundreds of volunteers.

Held in Trust for Educational Purposes. Public School Site since 1822. City-owned.
Privately-leased since 1991.

Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden supports saving 100% of the Garden as mapped
parkland under the jurisdiction of the NYC Parks Department and for the Garden to be

open to the public from dawn to dusk.

© 2019 Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden 2



Fact Check: Garden Site Held in Trust for
Educational Purposes Since 1822

e 1822: Public School Society (PSS) opens School
No. 5, subject to charitable trust, dedicated to
educational purposes in perpetuity

e 1853: PSS mergers into Board of Education

e 1902: NYC builds new school, PS 21, with
significant playground space (image, upper right)

e 1930s: NYC expands PS 21 and playground space
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Fact Check: Affordable Housing Already Built,
Garden Site Promised for Education and Recreation

o

FRIENDS OF

-

> =

1974: City Planning Commissioner
John Zuccotti announced plans to
build a new 600-seat school and
affordable housing on PS 21 school
site. Due to the city’s fiscal crisis, only
housing built.

1981: City sells 65% of public school
site for $270,000 (not $1) and
reserves 20,000 SF exclusively for
“recreational use” and future school
site. DeMatteis builds 151 units of
Section 8 housing, expiring in 2023.

1991.: City leases school site, Gallery
builds Garden.

IZABET
REE

&he New Hork Eimes
“Glenn Fowler, Sep. 20, 1974.

City to Revive and Refurbish Little Italy
AR V L :

" Housing
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Fact Check
Grassroots Initiative Uncovers Secret Back Room Deal

e Spring 2013 — Grassroots Initiative: Park Advocates learn that Elizabeth Street
Garden sits on city-owned land and begin effort to preserve it as a NYC Park.

e Summer 2013 - CB 2 Learns of Back Room Deal:

As part of Seward Park rezoning in Community Board 3 on the Lower East Side,
Council Member Chin negotiated a non-binding side letter agreement with the city,
which included “additional off-site” housing on the Garden site. Despite hundreds of
public meetings on SPURA, there was never a public meeting, discussion nor outreach
to Community Board 2 where the Garden is located. After learning of the letter, CB 2
requested and received it on June 5, 2013. There also is NO mention of the Garden

site in reports from DCP, the Borough President and CB 3, nor in the SPURA Restrictive
Declaration.

e 2013 to 2016 Significant Public Support for Garden: CB 2 holds four public hearings
and overwhelming public support is for saving Garden as NYC Park.

e 2015 - CB 2 Supports Bigger & Better Alternative: CB 2 supports 388 Hudson as win-
win alternative site for housing where up to 5x as much housing can be built without
destroying the Garden.

e 2015 to date City Ignores Win-Win Compromise: HPD issues RFP in 2016, #éflgiglé?f;
2016, selects developer in 2017 and begins ULURP in 2018.

STREET
_GARDEN

© 2019 Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden !




Fact Check
Development will Destroy 70% of Garden

e Open space numbers inflated
— Only 6,700 SF of open space
— “More than 8,000 SF” on Haven Green'’s Mott Street
website includes a 2,000 SF indoor e y =
breezeway that is not open to the sky
and not open space

e Lot coverage nearly 70%, not 60%

permitted under zoning

— Otherwise there would be 8,000 SF of
true ground floor open space

e EAS ignores project generated
shadows and significant non-
residential population

e 11,200 SF of below market office
space for co-developer Habitat for
Humanity, nearly 300 SF per
employee

EIizabéth Street

LIZABET
STREE

FRIENDS OF

ARDE © 2019 Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden 11



Fact Check
Renderings Extremely Misleading

e Deceptive Perspectives:
Depth of field
manipulated

e Unsustainable Lawn:
Due to shadows from
development & adjacent )
building as well as |
consistent foot traffic

e Unrealistic Design:
Addition of ADA
circulation paths will
leave only a couple
patches of grassy lawn
possible

LIZABET
STREE

ARDE © 2019 Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden
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Fact Check

Affordable Housing Allocated by NYC HPD Rules

HPD Marketing of
Affordable Housing Units

Hearing/Vision

0,
e -~ Other
\ . 8%

FRIENDS OF

* Housing allocated by age, income
and family size.

* 50% Preference for Community
Board residents (not Council District)

» 37% Set-Asides for Formerly
Homeless, Individuals with Mobility
and Hearing/Vision disabilities

“The primary objective of the marketing,
lease-up and sales effort is to ensure
that the process is fair and provides
equal opportunity to all applicants,
regardless of race, color, religion,
gender, sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, national origin,
age, genetic information, disability, or
veteran status.”

Source: Marketing Handbook, NYC Department of Housing
Preservation and Development, July 2018.
https.://www1.nyc.qov/assets/hpd/downloads/pdf/developer
s/marketing-handbook.pdf

© 2019 Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden 13



City’s Plan is No Compromise

Reduces 20,000 SF Garden by 70%

Destroys entire Elizabeth Street side, leaving tiny footprint

Eliminates sunlight in public space

Bulldozes lawn, trees & programming space

Creates private amenity spaces: indoor breezeway for retail tenant, green roof

Falsely portrays open space as give back rather than compliance with Special
Little Italy District zoning

Pits open space against housing

Adds 11,200 SF of below market office space for Habitat for Humanity

© 2019 Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden 14



This is Not a Done Deal!

© 2019 Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden 15




Appendix: Win-Win Solution Fact Sheet

There is a Win-Win Solution for open space AND affordable housing.
The Win-Win Solution is to save Elizabeth Street Garden -- a beloved, green oasis that serves 100,000 visitors per year -- and build up to five
times as much affordable housing for local seniors at a nearby city-owned Alternative Site.

In 2015, Community Board 2 passed a resolution in support of building affordable housing on a portion of the Alternative Site, only if the
Garden is saved in its entirety as a NYC Park.

Both the Garden and the Alternative Site are located in CB 2. The Alternative Site was promised as a park when the city acquired it in 1999,
therefore it will not be available if the win-win solution is rejected and the Garden is destroyed.

388 Hudson is a viable Alternative Site.
Yes! The 25,000 sq. ft. gravel-filled, city-owned lot, at 388 Hudson St. at Clarkson St, is less than one mile from Elizabeth Street Garden. The
DEP has a “permanent easement” on only 9,375 sq. ft, leaving 15,265 sq. ft. (63%) for a building footprint.

This site is near the Special Hudson Square District that permits a floor area ratio up to 12 and can provide an opportunity for up to five times
as much affordable housing than can be built at the inefficient Elizabeth Street Garden site located in the highly restrictive_Special Little Italy
District (SLID.)

The city has supported similar Win-Win Solutions.

Yes! Mayor de Blasio announced a swap in Chelsea, where the city is creating a new park on West 20th Street (formerly a parking lot) and
building more housing on a larger city-owned site two miles north.

The Alternative Site provides more housing for local seniors because affordable housing is

allocated by Community Board not Council District.

Residents of Community Board 2, from Bowery and Canal to 14th Street and Hudson River, will receive preference for 50% of the units.
Affordable housing at the Alternative Site will best serve local seniors because they will have up to 5x times the chance of winning the
affordable housing lottery. In addition, in 2016, the city approved plans to build 178 units of senior affordable housing at 550 Washington St.

FRIENDS OF

© 2019 Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden 16
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Elizabeth Street, Between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City
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Elizabeth Street, Between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City
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Elizabeth Street, Between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City
elizabethstreetgarden.com - @elizabethstreetgarden -#elizabethstreetgarden - #SaveESG




Elizabeth Street, Between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City

elizabethstreetgarden.com - @elizabethstreetgarden -#elizabethstreetgarden - #SaveESG




YMCA Senior Picnic

Elizabeth Street, Between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City
elizabethstreetgarden.com - @elizabethstreetgarden -#elizabethstreetgarden - #SaveESG




GARDEN SITE TIMELINE

he the garden site has an almost 200
ear history as public recreational space.

1981

Sec. 8 affordable
LIRA Housing built
on part of the lof.

o
(4]
[
e
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v
.

N
2

1822 Rest of the lot
PS No. 5 1927 promised as
built by Free PS 21 Expanded to full recreational.spclce
School southern part of the for community, but
Society. S never followed up
b
|
1904
' 4

New PS 21has 1970’s

outdoor classes and PS8 To s downh.

forums Lot leveled
‘ull Timeline:

lizabethstreetgarden.com/intro

Elizabeth Street, Between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City
elizabethstreetgarden.com - @elizabethstreetgarden -#elizabethstreetgarden - #SaveESG



GARDEN SITE TIMELINE
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2005

gallery

Allan moves
next-door and
opens garden to
public through

2017
(April) Original

members of
community
group and new
members form

ESG

1991

Lot leased by
by Allan
Reiver who

builds Garden
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ANTIQUE & CUSTOM DESIGN

209 ELIZABETH STREFET
212-941-4800

THSTREETGALLERYCOM

» \RDEN VISITORS WELCOM?

SS THROUGH GALLERY

Elizabeth Street, Between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City

2013

Community
Involvement
starts with group
of volunteers
working with
Allan Reiver to
make the garden
more accessible

(August)

Community |#:g

group from

into

Friends of

ESG

Present

ESG continues to
manage the garden,
community efforts, & all
free public programs
while working with
elected officials & other
organizations to save
the garden

elizabethstreetgarden.com - @elizabethstreetgarden #elizabethstreetgarden - #SaveESG



ELIZABETH STREET GARDEN

Elizabeth Street Garden (ESG)

® Volunteer-based, 501(c)(3) non-profit

® Keeps the Garden open to the public year-round

® Over 100k visitors every year
Maintains and cares for the garden

Provides free public programs to the community

Mission to protect and preserve the garden
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ESG FREE PROGRAMS 200+ free public programs & events every year

EDUCATION _ ARTS & CULTURE
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THE CITY'S PLAN FOR DEVELOPMENT

Haven Green - Mixed Use

Building
| e 123 Units of non-permanent
HA P affordable housing for seniors
- : (300 - 375 sq ft each)
di ‘
ET B ° ~4,400 sq ft luxury ground
= : p floor retail

in
9

e ~11,200 sq ft below-market-
rate office space for Habitat
NYC
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e ~6,700 sq ft of privately owned
public open space



ALTERNATIVE SITE FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING - 388 HUDSON

- 25,000 sq ft City-owned, gravel-filled lot

« Can provide up to 5x as much affordable housing
and additional public open space

- Designated by Community Board 2 to be used for
housing “only if” the garden is saved entirely

- Not available for housing if the garden is
destroyed

* Near other senior affordable housing & Tony
Dapolito Recreational Center with many
programs for seniors




GARDEN DESTROYED

Mott Stre.et‘ 4,400 sq ft

Luxury Retail

6,700 sq ft

Privately owned open space

11,200 sq ft
Habitat NYC Office Space

= ¥ ¥ | e 77,600 sq ft

Elizabeth Street | Housing - 123 units

GARDEN SAVED ALTERNATIVE SITE
‘ 20,000 sq ft Elizabeth Street Garden

+ Possible new open space at alternative site

300,000 sq ft * Affordable Housing At Alternative Site

Elizabeth Street | *Calculations approximated, hased on NYC ZoLA lot duta for 388 Hudson



A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

Mott Street

Elizabeth Street

For more, visit elizabethstreetgarden.com/future



INTERFAITH ASSEMBLY on

HOMELESSNESS

AND HOUSING

Testimony to the New York City Council in support of Haven Green
May 2, 2019

I am Marc Greenberg, Executive Director of the Interfaith Assembly on
Homelessness and Housing. I am here to offer my testimony in support of the Haven
Green project of Habitat for Humanity NYC. Since its founding in 1985, the
Interfaith Assembly has advocated for public policies that address New York City’s
crisis of homelessness and the serious shortage of truly affordable housing. For over
two decades, we have been pleased to count Habitat for Humanity NYC as a strong
ally in our advocacy efforts, which collectively have helped to create and preserve

many tens of thousands of homes for some of the most vulnerable New Yorkers.

When we first learned of the Haven Green project, we were understandably
sensitive to the loss of the Elizabeth Street Garden. Green spaces are crucial to
healthy communities. However, after further consideration, we have come to the
clear conclusion that the creation of 123 truly affordable units of permanently
affordable senior housing — including 37 for people who have experienced
homelessness. --- plus the inclusion of over 8,000 square feet of publicly
accessible garden and green space, flexible community activity space and onsite
community services — make this project a significant net gain for its neighborhood
and our City. With over 63,000 men, women and children sleeping in NYC
shelters each night, including over 5,000 seniors, New York City cannot afford to
pass up any opportunity to develop affordable housing for our people in need.
Additionally, the inclusion of publicly accessible green open space, in a project that
utilizes state of the art energy efficient design can provide a prototype that all city
based housing projects should look to replicate.

The loss of a wonderful community garden is regrettable, and the frustration of the
neighbors who have celebrated community in the Elizabeth street garden is
understandable. It is our hope that the community members who built and
celebrated community in the garden will welcome their new neighbors with open
arms and continue to invest their energy into a neighborhood that will now include
new homes for 123 seniors who will be afforded the blessed opportunity to live out

their twilight years in safety and security.

Decent and Affordable Housing is a Basic Human Right

165 West 105™ Street

New York, NY. 10025
212/316-3171 - Fax: 646/415-8588
E-mail: info@IAHH.org

Website: www.IAHH.org
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Cooper
%g Square
mrn: Committee
61 E. 4dth Street, NY, NY 10003

T 212/228-8210; F 646/602-2260
W http:/ /www.coopersquare.otg

May 2™ — City Council ULUP Hearing

I am Steve Herrick, Executive Director of the Cooper Square Committee. |am testifying
to express our strong support for the ULURP for the Haven Green senior affordable
housing project on Elizabeth Street. The project partners, Pennrose Properties, Habitat
for Humanity NYC and Riseboro Community Development have created a site plan that
balances the dual purpose of developing 123 senior housing units while preserving some
6,700 sq. ft. of publicly accessible garden space. They have designed an inclusive project
that will set aside 30% of the units to LGBT seniors who have very few gay friendly senior
housing options, and will receive supportive services from SAGE. The building will be
environmentally green. They have invited the community to participate in a series of
design charrettes to determine how the open space will be used.

The Cooper Square Committee has a track record of supporting open space. However,
while the loss of 13,000 sq. ft. of open space in the Little ltaly community is regrettable,
Sara Rooseveilt Park is 2 blocks east of this site. It's nearly 8 acres, and the Sara Roosevelt
Park Coalition offers community gardening opportunities to local residents.

No one is denying that Community Board 2 and Little Italy are underserved by open
space, but the lack of affordable housing is a much more severe crisis. Some
opportunities to create more open space exist in and near Little Italy, particularly on a
12,500 sq. ft. site owned by the NYC Dept. of Environmental Protection at 142 Grand
Street, 6 blocks from this site. Meanwhile opportunities to create a substantial amount
of senior housing are non-existent. There are simply no other city-owned properties In
Little Italy that can accommodate housing or in nearby SoHo for that matter. The

Elizabeth Street Garden advocates keep proposing locating senior housing at a different
DEP site at 388 Hudson Street, in a totally different neighborhood, above one of the City’s
water tunnels. They claim it can hold over 400 housing units, which is not true. Zoning
allows for, at most, 200 units, and engineers have not evaluated whether it is even
possible to build there at all given the underground infrastructure.

The reality is that the affordable housing crisis calls for decisive action. In Community
Board 2, median rents are $2,580, and median asking rents are $3,600. The Furman



Center no longer keeps track of rent stabilized housing, but as of 2010, just 32% of the
housing stock in CB3 was rent stabilized, and with rapid deregulation, that percentage is
probably far less now. It was noted by Gale Brewer’s office that just 93 affordable units
have been built in CB2 in the past decade. With the exception of some 80/20 buildings
and a small number of Section 8 housing units, low income people are locked out of the
Little ltaly community.

TNYC’s senior population is projected to grow from roughly 1.2 million today to 1.6
million in 2040, a 33% increase. 11.6% of CB 2’s population (nearly 18,000 residents) are
seniors, and many of them are aging in place in walk up buildings, leaving them with no
local housing options if they begin to experience mobility issues. Thousands of seniors in
community board 2 are on senior housing waiting lists.

[t’s unfortunate that two neighborhood needs are in direct conflict with one another, but
affordable housing for low income seniors takes priority over open space when allocating
public benefits. The garden is only available to the public for just a few months out of
the year, and the current garden is open a limited number of hours per day. Affordable
housing is put to use 24 hours per day, 7 days per week. The fact that this inclusive
project was designed to maximize open space while remaining within the confines of the
Little Italy special zoning district demonstrates the sensitivity with which Haven Green
was designed.

We urge the City Council to vote in support of the ULURP application for the Haven Green
project.



Advocacy &
Services for

‘ Sage LGBTElders

We refuse to be invisible

Testimony to the New York City Council Hearing on Haven Green Elder Housing
Development

Delivered in person on May 2, 2019
by David Vincent, PhD, Chief Program Officer

Good afternoon. My name is David Vincent and | am SAGE’s Chief Program
Officer. Founded in 1978 in New York City, SAGE is the country’s first and largest
organization dedicated to improving the lives of LGBT older people.

LGBT older New Yorkers need and deserve affordable, welcoming housing.

That is why SAGE is excited to be involved in the Haven Green project as one of
the on-site social service providers. At this development, SAGE will be providing
case management services to the LGBT elders who reside in the building, and
hope to offer programming to LGBT older people who live in the greater
community.

Service-enriched LGBT-friendly housing is crucial for our city’s LGBT elders. Aging
alone can be wrought with challenges, including social isolation and diminished
income. For LGBT older people, however — many of whom have experienced
discrimination throughout their lives as a direct result of their sexual orientation
and/or gender identity — the deck is stacked against them.

This uneven playing field has lasting effects on their financial security. More than
four in ten LGBT Americans over the age of 65 cite financial problems as a major
concern. Fifty-one percent of LGBT older people report that they are very or
extremely concerned about having enough money to live on, compared to 36% of
straight couples.® Further, 30% are concerned about their housing stability.?

1 SAGE (2014). Out and Visible: The Experiences and Attitudes of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Older Adults, Ages 45-73.
% Movement Advancement Project and SAGE (2010). /mproving the Lives of LGBT Older Adults.



LGBT older people face profound challenges in accessing welcoming housing. A
2014 ten-state investigation conducted by the Equal Rights Center and SAGE
found that 48% of same-sex older couple testers seeking housing in senior
independent living facilities across the country experienced discrimination.?

The data from this study, combined with anecdotal reports by SAGE’s constituents
in New York City and elsewhere, shows the pervasive challenges that LGBT elders
face when trying to find appropriate housing. in New York City, housing
challenges are particularly acute. Countless LGBT older people find themselves
priced out of the neighborhoaods in which they have lived for years due to rising
rents and financial insecurity as they age.

Unless effectively addressed, this housing crisis among LGBT older people will
only worsen as the LGBT elder population doubles and more “out” LGBT people
age into their retirement years. Currently there are between 2.5 and 4 million
LGBT older adults in the U.S. — and this population will double by 2030.* Yet
today, there are just ~500 units of affordable housing in existing LGBT-welcoming
complexes nationwide.

Finding welcoming housing is one of the most difficult challenges faced by our
LGBT elders. There is without a doubt a need in NYC, and Lower Manhattan.

LGBTQ-friendly elder housing is crucial to enable our elders to age in their own
communities, avoid isolation and receive cuiturally competent care. The urgency
of addressing our aging New Yorkers coupled with the City’s make clear that the
time is now to advance new, comprehensive and innovative housing solutions,
especially for the most vulnerable older New Yorkers.

That’s why SAGE supports the development of affordable LGBT- affirming elder
housing at Haven Green.

3SAGE & Equal Rights Center (2014). Opening Doors: An Investigation of Barriers to Senior Housing for Same Sex Couples.

4 Choi, §. and Meyer, L. (2016). LGBT Aging: A Review of Research Findings, Needs, and Policy Implications. The Williams Institute,
UCLA School of Law.
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PROJECT TEAM

The Haven Green team is a group of
community development professionals
charged with integrating the dual needs of
affordable housing and a publicly accessible
outdoor space on the Haven Green site.

Development partners include Pennrose
Properties, LLC, RiseBoro Community
Partnership and Habitat for Humanity New
York City.

The design team includes Curtis+Ginsberg
Architects, LLP (lead project architect),
Melillo + Bauer Associates (landscape
architect), Paul A. Castrucci, Architects
(leader of the participatory design process),
and the Little Italy community.

‘Pennrose is excited to work with the community
towards delivering much needed affordable
LGBTQ friendly senior housing, critical community
services, and beautiful publicly accessible open
space in a smart, eco-friendly design. The feedback
we received from these participatory design forums
wiill help guide the vision of the site.”

Timothy 1. Henkel, Principal & Senior Vice President,
Pennrose.

‘KiseBoro Community Partnership is committed
to engaging the array of voices vested in the Site
fo co-design a successful profect and a sustaining
neighborhood. Haven Green s an inclusive
opportunity to preserve access to cherished open
space whife providing affordable homes for one
of our most vulnerable populations. We couldnt
be more excited to steward open engagement
fowards enriching the guality of /ife and public
assets of the neighborhood.”

Scott Short, CEQ, Riseboro Community Partnership

“Habitat NVC has historically brought people of all
walks of life together to bridge our differences in
pursuit of the common good. We have reached out
with an open hand, and continue to do so, fo the
community to seek partnership and collaboration
on this compromise project on Flizabeth St
that provides both housing and open green
space. We invite all interested individuals and
community groups to participate in the design and
stewardship of the project’s open and public space
by submitting input through our open survey on
www.havengreencommunity.org”

Karen Haycox, CEO, Habitat for Humanity New York City

PENNROSE
Bricks & Mortar | Heart & Soul

iR IR eW ARCHITECTS LLP
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AEN
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RiseBoro Yy Habitat

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP New York City
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. INTRODUCTION

In the summer and fall of 2018, the project team led
a participatory design process to collectively imagine
the future of the open space on the Haven Green
site. The process engaged community members,
gardeners, and housing advocates. We obtained input
on the activities, design elements and character of
the space, with the goal of envisioning an open space
that meets neighborhood needs and is grounded in
community input. The process was designed to be
open, inclusive, and engaging, allowing a wide range
of stakeholders and participants to provide input.

CONTEXT

The Haven Green project is located on city owned
land in the Little Italy neighborhood of Manhattan.
The site is approximately 20,000 sf of highly
valued space that spans from Elizabeth Street to
Mott Street. The lot is currently privately leased
on a month to month basis by Elizabeth Street,
Inc. The current sculpture garden’s characteristic
statuaries are privately owned in connection to
its relationship with the adjacent Elizabeth Street
Gallery. In 2005, the garden became accessible
through the gallery as an exterior showroom. After
the site was slated to be developed for affordable
housing, the site was opened to the public, and is
now commonly referred to as the ‘Elizabeth Street
Garden!

In the 5 years since the site was designated for

affordable housing, a public debate has arisen
around the planned development of the site.
Many garden advocates have called for saving
the existing space in its entirety, highlighting its
importance within the community and arguing
that there is an alternative site within Community
Board 2 (approximately 1 mile away). Housing
advocates have pointed out that, to meet even
a fraction of the community district’s need for
affordable housing, all available sites would need
to be developed. Further, fair and equitable
housing requires all neighborhoods contribute to
meeting this great need. The alternative is seen as
both delaying senior housing that is badly needed
now, and transferring yet more of the burden for
addressing the affordable housing crisis to less
affluent communities.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
+ PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE
GREEN SPACE

It is in this context that the Haven Green project seeks
to combine two vital community resources on one site:
Affordable housing and publicly accessible green space.
This project is a response to a competitive RFP issued by
New York City Housing Preservation and Development
(HPD) in 2017. The building provides 123 LGBTQ-friendly
affordable housing dwelling units for seniors. The building
is slated to be built to the Passive House standard, which
will result in a drastic reduction of energy use and carbon
emissions for the project. With Habitat for Humanity NYC
as the anchor tenant for the ground floor community
facility space, the project will provide expanded services
for its residents, as well as ongoing community outreach
and programming with local non-profits.

HAVEN GREEN - PUBLIC DESIGN PROCESS: REPORT | Page 3
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Above: Publicly accessible gardens within walking distance from the Haven Green site .
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-
LIZ CHRISTY GARDEN KENKELEBA HOUSE GARDEN M'FINDA KALUNGA GARDEM
E. Houston St. btwn 2nd Ave + Bowery 212E3th St i 133 - 165 Forsyth St
SATURDAY 12- 4pm (All Year) TH - FR 10:30am - 6:30pm SAT-SUN 12 -4pm
SUNDAY 12 - 4pm (May - Sept) SAT 10am - 4pm & when gate is op TH5-7pm

TU & TH 6pm - dusk (May - Sept)
|. CHILDRENS’ MAGICAL GARDEN _ 6TH ST & AVE B COMM. GARDEN

129 Stanton Street E 6th St & Avenue B
MON-SUN 3 - 6pm SAT - SUN 1pm - 6pm (Apr 1-0Oct 3
& when gate is open
[771 MIRACLE GARDEN CREATIVE LITTLE GARDEN
| | 194 3th St . 530 E 6th St
~ SAT-SUN12-7pm DAILY 11am - 6pm
6BC BOTANICAL GARDEN I LA PLAZA CULTURAL DE ARMANDO
. 622 E 6th St (btw Ave B & C) PEREZ COMMUNITY GARDEN
SAT - SUN 12pm - 6pm (April - Oct) E 9th St & Avenue C
MON - FRI 6pm - dusk SAT - SUN 10am - 7pm (Apr 1- Oct 31)
& when gate is open + members
LES ECOLOGY CENTER 9TH ST COMMUNITY GARDEN
‘ COMMUNITY GARDEN j E 9th St & Avenue C
210 F 7th 5t h SAT-SUN 12 - 5pm (Apr - Oct)

SUNDAY 8am - 5pm

FIREMEN’S MEMORIAL GARDEN GREEN OASIS GARDEN
358 E 8th St Ave D & E 7th St

MON - FRI 1 - Spm DAILY 8am - Spm
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II1. THE PARTICIPATORY DESIGN

PROCESS

WHAT IS PARTICIPATORY DESIGN?

Participatory design seeks to engage all
stakeholders in the design process. This approach
encourages input from voices beyond the client
and the designer, inviting end users, neighbors, and
other stakeholders to imagine and shape the future
of the site.

WHY PARTICIPATORY DESIGN?

The end users of any space - especially public
spaces — are very much the experts of how the
place is used, how it feels and how it should be
designed. The public participatory design process
allows us to harness that expertise, resulting in
the best possible design - both in process and
result.

COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY INPUT

The magic of the gardens of lower Manhattan is seen
in how each of these community spaces manifests
the unigque energy and vision of its users and
gardeners. A public participatory design process
allows the final design of the space to reflect the
ideas and vision of its community.

PARTICIPATORY DESIGN PRINCIPLES

INCLUSIVE

All people with an interest in the project are
invited to participate. To ensure the greatest
possible participation, we conduct multi-faceted
and broad-based outreach, provide multiple
modes of participation, and hold design meetings
during the week and the weekend.

ACCESSIBLE

The design meetings are physically accessible to
all people. Translation services are provided to
ensure that non-English speakers can participate.

ENGAGING

The design process should be fun, engaging
and allow for participants to provide input
in a variety of mediums: through surveys,
storytelling, drawing, preference boards, and
group discussions.

THE PARTICIPATORY DESIGN OUTREACH PROCESS
INITIAL OUTREACH

Beginningin the winter of 2018, the team initiated a broad outreach process
to identify the many local and citywide stakeholders. Early meetings with
elected officials and key community groups provided an opportunity to
introduce the project, team and our proposed design process, as well as
to gain understanding of their concerns and suggestions to best target
further outreach.

STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Through the spring and summer of 2018, the team continued to meet with
key stakeholders including the Friends of the Elizabeth Street Garden,
Elizabeth Street Garden Inc, and other local community gardening,
preservation, business, and service organizations as well as Councilmember
Margaret Chin, Borough President Gale Brewer, Community Board 2,
Assemblymembers Yuh-Line Niou and Deborah Glick, State Senators Brad
Hoylman and Brian Kavanagh, Representatives Jerry Nadler and Nydia
Velazquez and other community representatives. A series of local meetings
provided opportunities for discussion of the project.

PARTICIPATORY DESIGN OUTREACH

Through these engagement efforts, the team identified a wide range of
stakeholders to invite to the participatory design process. A press release
announced the effort and invitations to participate were distributed through
mailers, flyering, in-person meetings, bulletins and through email invitations to
community members who signed up through the website and other outreach,
civic and community leaders. The team requested that Community Board
2 leaders notify their constituents - particularly for the third session they
requested - but citing past opposition resolutions they opted not to inform
the community for any of the sessions.

Altogether, nearly 900 organizations and individuals received information and
invitations to the community design workshops including:

- Elected officials and political organizations @40+

- Citywide organizations @65+

- LGBTQ support organizations @9+

- Grassroots local organizations @100+

- Landmarks & Preservation organizations @5+

- Local business groups @10+

-Housing CDC/CBO's & HDFC's @32+

- Senior Citizen support & service providers @11+

- Park and garden groups @16+

- Schools and children’s service providers @13+

- Faith communities @58+

850+ EMAILSto community contacts through several waves of outreach by email,
direct mail, and via organizations in advance of the 4 participatory design workshops.

1500 FLYERS distributed to local businesses, community service providers, and
by street canvassing at key neighborhood locations including the Spring & Lafayette #6
subway stops, Whole Food and the Chinatown YMCA at Housing and Bowery, and the
M103 bus stop at Bowery and Prince.

HAVEN GREEN - PUBLIC DESIGN PROCESS: REPORT | Page 5



MEETINGS

DESIGN MEETINGS

In September 2018, the team held four participatory meetings. All
meetings were open to public, with the fourth meeting focused on
local senior citizens. The public meetings were held on weeknights
and a Saturday afternoon at local community spaces (University
Settlement and Judson Memorial Church) , with the senior citizen
focused meeting occurring in the middle of a weekday at the
Chinatown YMCA. The participatory design meetings elicited
input through three primary methods:

1. PREFERENCE BOARDS

Preference boards were prepared for four major categories:
Activities, Design Elements, Planting and Seating. For each
category, imagery evocative of a wide range of options was shown
to participants. Participants were invited to place stickers next to
the images they liked. The results of the preference board data
were used along with survey data to provide quantitative analysis.
Using these ‘counting stats’ alongside the qualitative results of the
design charrettes, the team was able to ‘rank’the many greatideas
we received by magnitude of community support. Please see the
appendix for the results.

2. DESIGN CHARRETTES

At each design meeting, participants worked in small groups (2to 8
people)in a design charrette for the open public space. Each group
was given a site plan and toolkit consisting of markers, colored
pencils, and collage materials. The groups engaged in a discussion
about what design concepts they’d like to see implemented and
how they should be arranged on the site. Results from these site
plans ranged from a short list of reasons why participants love the
existing garden to colorful site plans brimming with ideas about
the future of the space.

BOARD RESPONSES

V. THE PARTICIPATORY

& 790
) PREFERENCE £ £ 7 NEWIDEAS

GENERATED

Participants collaborate
on design charrettes

3. SURVEYS:

A 15 question survey was developed for the project. The questions
were designed to gather both quantitative and gualitative input. The
survey included questions on how participants used the existing
garden, what activities people would like to see in the space, what
design elements they would like to implement, and what stories
people could share about the current or another garden. The survey
was available both online (through the project website) and during
participatory design meetings.

Outside of the participatory design meetings, the team also pulled
a wealth of information from articles published by those opposed
to the development. These articles highlighted ways that the
existing space is appreciated and utilized.

Preference boards from the senior focused meeting

HAVEN GREEN - PUBLIC DESIGN PROCESS: REPORT | Page 6
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V. WHAT WE LEARNED

The public engagement process generated numerous
and diverse design ideas. We received input on the types
of uses of the space, the character of the space, how the
space feels from the street, types of plants and seating, and
ways to engage the community. From this input, the team
highlighted recurring themes and ideas that were prevalent
across the surveys, preference boards, public comment, and
design charrettes.

Where possible, the design should implement the following
ideas and comments, while also understanding that
the space is not intended to be developed as a ‘paint by

numbers’ exercise. The team will prioritize the strongest
and most recurrent ideas to build up an exceptional design
around those concepts.

As such, we have identified ‘Essential Ideas’and ‘Great Ideas’
The ‘Essential Ideas’ are ideas that recurred throughout the
public input, to the extent that we recommend that they
should be included in the design. The 'Great Ideas’ concepts
include a range of exciting design ideas — many of them also
recurrent across much of the input - that should be strongly
considered for inclusion in the design.

IR R RN N R N N N N R R R R L

s

esesssecae

» no.1The space should provide a sense of sanctuary from the street. One approach could be to use dense plantings
- to create a sense of privacy and separation from the street (the 'secret garden’ approach).

]

: no.2 The space should include a water element. The water element should engage the senses and be used in support
» of creating an ambient environment that is a sanctuary from the street.

: '/ESSENTIAL IDEAS’

These ‘Essential Ideas’are concepts and suggestions that recurred throughout the public input process.

no.3 The space should provide a grass lawn area.

no.4 Where possible, save existing mature trees. Where not possible, re-plant at least as many trees (as mature as
feasible) as being taken away.

no.5 The space should use native, drought resistant plants that attract birds, butterflies, bees and other wildlife.
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'‘GREAT IDEAS’

semne

+ These‘Great Ideas'include a range of exciting design ideas. Though these ideas weren't as recurrent as the ‘Essential
Ideas; there was enough support for these concepts to warrant strong consideration.
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no.1 Consider bringing aspects of

the existing garden - specifically the

sculptures — into the new garden.

no.2 Consider providing new
sculptures throughout the garden.
Arrange the sculptures on the
perimeter so that garden space is
still maximized.

no.3 Where existing trees must be
removed, consider utilizing them to
make furniture for the new garden.
For example, craft a large communal
dining table from the wood of the
existing site trees.

no.4 Consider extending the
garden area onto the sidewalk with
planters, benches, canopies and art/

signage.

no.5 Consider minimizing
pathways. Where possible, consider

grass or permeable paver ADA paths

wherever appropriate to maximize
green space.

no.6 Consider using movable seats
and chairs.

no.7 Consider implementing
terraced seating to create
opportunities for meeting and small
outdoor performance.

no.8 Consider locating some of
the permanent seating on the
north side of the Central garden to
capture winter sun.

no.9 Consider implementing a
therapeutic herb garden or herb

spiral on the site.

no.10 Consider implementing
vertical gardening to extend the
garden up the building walls (both
the Haven Green building and
neighboring buildings).

no.11 Consider providing a
‘demonstration’ garden that
highlights a gardening/
sustainability feature such as
vegetable growing, composting,

rainwater collection and re-use, etc.

no.12 Consider extending the
garden into the 'overpass’ area with
plantings, green wall, and similar
path material.

no.13 Consider implementing a‘rain
garden’ or other rainwater collection
strategy in the garden.

no.14 Consider strategies for
controlling ‘cut-through’ foot traffic
of the garden space by pedestrians.
Consider implementing a winding
path with intermediate planting
area ‘barriers’ that encourage a
meandering route through the site
rather than a direct ‘cut-through!

HAVEN GREEN - PUBLIC DESIGN PROCESS: REPORT | Page 9
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. Many participants had great 'big picture’ideas that, while infeasible to implement within the footprint of the Haven .
Green garden space, are worth mention for future planning and development in the neighborhood and the city as a .

" whole.

. no.1 Create an ‘Elizabeth Street no.2 Provide a public garden onthe no.4 For future projects, engage in

. Garden’ network on multiple building's roof. a participatory design exercise prior »
. affordable housing sites in the to designing the building massing  ©
'~ community. Advocate for the no.3 Work with the southern to allow the process to inform site

' integration of publicly accessible neighbor (21 Spring Street) to layout and garden/building balance. *
» garden space on future affordable combine the garden and the .
» housing developments. neighbor’s open courtyard. :
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Input on activities was wide ranging - from a full slate of programmed activities to a desire to leave the space
completely unprogrammed. Given the wide range of potential activities, and the desire to meet other design
requirements, we recommend providing an adaptable outdoor space that can flexibly accommodate a variety of .
uses and activities. Some of the desired activities include:

IES AN

FE N RN NN NN N

no.1 Active use programs ( such as no.4 Community movie nights. no.7 Fall activities such as harvest
yoga and tai chi) festival and pumpkin carving.
no.5 Artinstallations/shows.
no.2 Checkers and chess games. no.8 Winter activities such as ‘igloo’
no.6 Solstice and equinox or snow fort building, snowman
no.3 Community dinner nights, celebrations. building, hot cocoa and caroling.

possibly highlighting ingredients
grown on the site.
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HAVEN

VI. NEXT STEPS

The participatory design process resulted in a wealth of input, including exciting design ideas, preferences for how -

the space should look and feel, and stories on how the existing space has affected the community. But how will

. community input be included in the design process for the space?

.
>

]

- At the conclusion of this participatory design process, our results and recommendations are being provided to the

project design team. Recommendations shown on the previous pages are provided to the landscape architect and

the development team, along with the data shown in the appendix following this report. The design team will use .

" this report as both inspiration and a guiding framework, seeking to capture the spirit of the design input while

. addressing specific needs expressed by participants. The team will strive to incorporate as many community ideas .

seevesReRe

as possible, while also recognizing that the design of the space is not a ‘paint by numbers’ exercise. The best design
for this space will thoughtfully respond to the community input, resulting in a rich and vibrant space that the site
deserves.
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and Velazquez, and most importantly, a// those who participated in this process as co-designers.
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VIl. APPENDIX -
PARTICIPATORY

DESIGN DATA

The participatory design process provided our team with
invaluable community input, providing numerous insights and
design ideas to build from. The following pages show in more
detail what we learned from the community engagement in the

design surveys, storytelling, preference boards and the design
charrettes.
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PREFERENCE BOARDS

DESIGN ELEMENTS

Preference boards were made for four major
categories: Activities, Design Elements, Planting
and Seating.  For each category, imagery
evocative of a wide range of options was shown
to participants. Participants were invited to place
stickers next to the images they liked. The results
of the preference board data were used along
with survey data to provide quantitative analysis.
When viewed alongside the qualitative results
of the design charrettes, the team was able to
rank the great ideas we received based on the
magnitude of community support.

Preference Board Question:

What kind of design elements do you want to see
here? Design elements - or features - help give
a space its distinct character. Can you imagine a
space that features art and sculpture from local
artists? Or a series of rolling hills for children to
run and jump on? How about a rain garden that
sustainably managers rainwater?

Rain Gardens

Play Topograp

Arts and Sculptures

Water feature

g

Water featue
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ACTIVITIES AND USES

Preference Board Question:

What kind of activities do you envision for this
space? How do you think it should be used? Do
you imagine a quiet, restful space to read a book?
Or a lively space for meeting with your neighbors?
Will this be a space for gardening? What do you
want to see happen here?

Exercise
Gathering Space

ners Market 3
% Distribution of Likes

H
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SEATING

Preference Board Question:

Providing a comfortable respite from the busy
streets is an essential aspect of publicly accessible
outdoor spaces. The type of seating installed will
help define the character of the space, as well as
determine what kind of interactions people will
have in the space. Do you envision traditional
park benches for this space? Modern benches? : pis
Or something wild and natural like boulders? Do
you envision seating that encourages interactions G
and gathering, or seating for quiet solitude?

e
IR MR T T

N Contemporar, T _:
Traditional

Boulders/Organic

% Distribution of Likes

raditional
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PLANTING

Preference Board Question:

Plants define the character of an outdoor space.
Should this be a wild, lush space with dense
greenery? Do you want to see wildflowers
blowing in the breeze? Should there be a formal
garden here? Or should this space include fruit
and vegetable gardens?

Therapeutic Herb Garden

Ornamental Garden

= A
Sensory Plants

% Distribution of Likes
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81% of those 59% would " 8% would
surveyed walk use the garden like to use the

to the garden. in mornings, garden all year
midday and long!

DESIGN SURVEY .

When you visit the garden, where are you traveling from?

> & & & & & 6 & 8 & O 8 \\ork(l8%)
s8R0 N

s & 6 & & 0 8 0 0 8 0 & 8 & & & & Homeinlittleltaly (26%)
2229888888080 HBRM

® & & 0 & 8 80 0 8 00 06 0 0 6 & O 8 & O Homeoutsideof Little Italy (33%)
sTsssaesessssss88008RRRRR
iéi‘ii‘i‘i Other (11%)

2 @ e & & 8 @ N/A(12%)

Yy yyy)

How do you typically travel to the garden?

® 9 6 80 5 & 8 6 & 6 © & & & 0 0 O & 5 O & 8 ©
2254888880880 8RR R R RRRRRR
® © ® 6 ® 6 5 0 © © © 9 5 & 6 6 & & © & & & &
sSsssetfRR AR R RRRRRR
o Walk (81%)
O mmm Subway (9%)

® & & & & 9

BB B AR M other (10%)

What time of day would you typically want to visit the garden?
® ® Morning (8%)

[
8%
&8 8 2 8 8 8 8 Midday(12%)
08088
.“...'..."..Aﬂernoonln%)
sSEes’leffsRBRBRBDM

All of the abave (59%)
® & ® & & © & & % & 5 & & O 0 S 6 O & O O O S & & 4 & O 5 0 O & 6 & @
sTfssssssssss2esse0m8008880 8080 RRR R

What part of the week would you typically want to visit the open space?
° @

® ® @ \onday to Friday (17%)
R BM

e o ®  ® Weekends (14%)
a8 8

® 2 & 2 & & & & o ® & ® 8 & & & & & 5 & & &5 & & & »
sTasssssaes25s8888528888 8RR AR R R R R RRRRN

What season(s) would you typically want to visit the open space?
2 & © @

[ ] » ® 9 ® 5 & 9 @ ® @ Spring(23%)
TS990 2800800888

® @ & ® Siymmer(17%)
888
@
m

Fall (12%)

All of the Above {48%)
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SURVEY RESULTS: ACTIVITIES AND USES

What open space activities/uses matter most to you?

Community Garden Plots

15%
$ 8 568088 8888888 s88 0888080 eedissesses e s n } 5
‘ s 850808 080808080 S 8 8 88 8098800808888 588000888 COmmUﬂltyGlOU})GathEHngPla(e
18% s 8o 0 s ® 9890085000088 0000058080008 080090808080
S 8 8 88 &8 80 885 808885085 88
16% Arts Display and Community
Art Activities
16% Space for Recreational Uses
dididdddddddredddddddddidbdtdMPIRRPRRRRRP  Space for Passive Uses
eaddddddMMRRMMR R R RRREE D
25% sdedddR MMM SRR RS R DR B
POPLVLLSIVSLNPLLPLVPISSMITASDOPNII PP SO
S AR RS RIS SRS SIS PSR SRR NG R R R IR RN Y B
Tidddddddddtiddeene et ebdeed eI
ReeeRRRMRERRR
‘ I S SN NS S N N N S N N N N N NN Ny

wwm m@ Space for Food Justice/
FrEvsaey) 2 -+ Sl o
Y g

11% Oi"......"i“"'.‘.....iiM

SURVEY RESULTS: WHO PARTICIPATED?

Have you visited Elizabeth Street Garden?  (82% Yes, 18% No)

® ® ® & & & & & & & 5 & 5 & 5 & 5 5 & O 5 O P SO OO 6" 6P
s-Tss5%41529599985859988888 00088000 RBR
® ® ® » & & & & 5 % o o 5 5 o ® 5 0o 0 0B
2522098829889 8880808080808

Participant who are members of community based non-profit in the area:

51% are not members of local non-profit community groups.

49% are members of non- proﬁt commumty groups
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DESIGN CHARETTES

Participants worked in small groups (2 to 8 people) on a
design charrette for the open public space. Each group was
given a site plan and toolkit consisting of markers, colored
pencils, and collage materials. The groups engaged in a
discussion about what design concepts they'd like to see |
implemented on the site, and how they should be arranged
onthesite. Results from these site plans ranged from a short |/
list of reasons why participants love the existing garden to
colorful site plans brimming with ideas about the future of
the space.

D .

g
. .} =
E "% o) Polpsia v ‘
g 51 & B e
% 3 ﬂmﬂ E
i & ACCESSIBLE SPACE
N J ‘meEy‘dex#:E e
E ol +-6,700 SF a
g [ aeds }
tf 7
1) —“ —— 4 1%

Above: Raw data of design session 1, Table 7: Ideas include terraced seating, flexible open space, wall planting, and an
entrance on Mott Street styled after'secret garden’

SITE PLAN WORD MAPPING

After compiling and analyzing the results of the
participatory design process, the team prepared a word
map that represent the frequency of words/concepts and
their location on the design plans submitted.

SEATING"

RN "IL"-"e'.1 lir’a.ﬁE‘Lll
PATHS :

WINOING OPEN

— AN GARDEN

ks EE BB P

Above: Word map shows frequency and location on the site of words/concepts obtained from community input.
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SPARTICIPANT STORIES

Storytelling is a powerful tool for conveying essential ideas and feelings that
“lcan't be captured in statistics or design exercises. Participants were asked: “Do
you have a personal memory or story about the garden that talks about what
the space means to you? If you haven't used the garden, do you have a memory
of another open space you can share?” Following are a sampling of the stories

_we heard:
o

“| use the garden
to get away from
“I like coming to @ the noise and chaos
this garden when of NYC- | send
taking a break from tourists there:
work: [ts a nice ;
place to collect my
thoughts:-”

“Ves - fell in love
there:”

-
2

“Vesterday | found %%
a sitting place to

A 4 >
“| had left my job as a teacher and
[ was back looking for a job as an
informal Environmental Educator: A
former colleague said that Elizabeth
Street Garden was looking for help
to do environmental education with a
neighborhood school, so | volunteered and
got my hands back in the soil at the
garden: [t was good for me to get back
into the work, and great for the students

well-  Your (E5G) events are im- to experience the sights, sounds, smells
pressive and an inspiration to those ; and feel of the garden away from their 2
of us who belong to other gardens: R overly urbanized environment- 1

“| noticed the space since [ first
moved to NYC 20 years ago and
lived nearby: [ longingly looked
through the fence: [t was such a
treasure to behold when it opened
to the public and has become even
more so- The plantings are very
inspiring: [t’s a magical space: Ku-
dos to those who have created such
community around the garden as




2¥ “Cach and every “ = ! S o i
neighborhood in NYC g ; : e N “Discovery, chance
should be open to §& - =8 [ §il encounters, and
caring for our elderly, : 20 ' opportunities for
because, as a city, we Ah s i 3 1 WS genuine engagement
collectively should be : - o X create memorable
esponsible for our mosE = public spaces-”
vulnerable-” 3 [

“I found a seat secluded
from the rest - | put my
feet up and read a book and
had a snack - [ could hear
only wind chimes in the trees

and a soft murmur of otherZa&
visitors”

“No personal
memory but | want 5 ; , 3
to reiterate my support B Nl SN od  ago alone and have found a
for this project: The 1t . §  family in the people who strive
neighborhood (and the city) o S S GAPEA@ER  to protect the garden- | can
need affordable housing for SR HEY; MEREEP SORIEROR f el ent “ages;
seniors:  Thank you for your [y ! GACMIrods Rty ens. &g

'+ R ’ religions and work with them to
SO0 MR O 0‘:‘, (94 ; : build a sustainable commumty
openh space: e

“Just pleasant f,;; project:”
Sf'btlng thgre.”




Eerc Dot IN BawR o8 HavEN GEEEN

1} ot -the. Bxeatne Dieclor of \Mslow‘uafB-M,mc.
& Commundy Jounded Nonpebdt o@umzadinn Pronding
Progems + Sevnces for sewves Wiich nclvde a MNobc

- Senier Py am et ppeom holhshe Swvices o

Senurs \fang Vrhally ottty on Velmooy <
AS WA as o WEEY £pod Pon '

vy aeviee haat 0L
{ood Leevndy for hinmdeeds of S avery weds

on Eesex sheek. T e Do Jomed dpday it

‘ 5{/\/\19@ ‘Q’DM oo Noeeo %8\7«»"1 VWho oeé ?ef‘éstom,\ic%‘
S RVoC Al Yeven Green AN\&\D?W\,A- |

T ersat a ommendy & Popiladin Poat

NerdS O?POCJFW“%\&S- 0Pl hmihes 4o 49t M NMC
Yoread : ‘
| e afPerdabole %WSVQ) Vot conse. y Soce o Sn
here Cocten hovse Wit NI msxa"up
\emmmey ; M Vo ong<” 0L LLepdn BE WMmne condi hoas
foc écmofﬁzj W“W‘s’ A PD?U%%?M %"?j&m

« Her b Yers do e et \
iﬂl\%ﬁ%fw. .é;é \ﬁ\g\ﬁ*r Gt enc Ofpockon )t e s

T pwsnallyy \wole Rrverd Jo heldury A omdable
J Wworema watn e (8O b b U Hoty @Sﬁfsrbiﬂ
B provdins o 1o amdeds ] b
Sns M I v hple lm9Lad®@ Sueh a5 Sprely
%Wﬁfﬂ%_w,

Once oce, T o (o Lover o€ "Habn

WWW%,



HAVEN GREEN PROJECT TESTIMONY
By, Alison Smith- Director, University Settlement

May 2, 2019

University Settlement supports senior affordable housing and the Haven Green
project on Elizabeth Street. The Haven Green development will provide 123
affordable senior housing units while preserving over 8,000 sq. ft. of accessible

garden space.

With over 200,000 low-income seniors on affordable housing waitlists, for an
average of 7 years, the Haven Green project is a compromise that allows New York
City to prioritizes our most vulnerable neighbors AND OPEN GREEN SPACE.

The elder population is growing more rapidly than other segments of the City's
residents, rising over 26% in the last ten years! Currently, over 200,000 low-income
seniors are on waiting lists for senior housing. Five thousand of those seniors

waiting are in our local community.

University Settlement’s housing protection program, Project Home, sees this crisis first
hand. Over 750 neighbors with housing crises come to us each year, including over
105 households (over the years) near the proposed Haven Green site, and over 60%
were seniors. Projects like Haven Green are an important part of the solution to this

crisis.

The Haven Green project is a compromise to the greater good, and preserves 8,000
square feet of open and public space. It's important to note that there is also a large
public park two blocks away with active neighbors and invested organizations like ours,
who welcome more volunteers! The incredible energy of the Elizabeth Street Garden
supporters would be invaluable in volunteering, and continuing to improve our

community.

We recognize tﬁe feeling of loss that the gardeners will have as the garden changes
significantly, and we hope that they --- and you on the council --- also share the deep
loss of those neighbors who lost their apartments on Elizabeth Street when we could
not save them from landlord harassment, rising rents & lack of physical accessibility as
they grew oider. These apartments, and the123 new neighbors Haven Green will
provide will bring incredible new benefit to the community.

We don't dispute the need for green space, but even higher on the priority list is safe,
affordable housing, particularly for those with greater health vulnerabilities, those who
have built this community before us.

With a desperate situation for our elders, the choice to prioritize housing on
Elizabeth Street is clear, both morally, and in terms of public health.
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Emily Hellstrom Statement:

Do you know what | have here in my hand? A rubber stamp. We have been told,
don’t bother with the City Council, they just use the rubber stamp. They will never
vote against the Council Person out of fear. This rubber stamp isa symbol of
what is wrong with this process.

How else to explain how this got so far?

When a giveaway of public land that has been held since the 1800’'s is soldto a
developer for a dollar, decided during a secret backroom deal with Sheldon Silver
without so much as a courtesy call to our Community Board. Rubber Stamp.
After the residents held hearing after hearing where hundreds of people turned
out to show their support for the Garden...Rubber Stamp. When literally -
THOUSANDS of letters have been written in support of this stunning outdoor
community center that many call the SOUL of our neighborhood...rubber stamp.
The Borough President came to our Harvest Festival, saw the people coming
together and declared that this space should never be destroyed, but then out
came The Rubber Stamp.

So our grassroots coalition went further...we realized how deep this housing
crisis was and pleaded with our electeds to help us find an alternative so that
green space and housing would not be pitted against each other, tearing our
community apart. And they did! The leaders of our community board found a
piece of land that could house up to 5 times as many seniors and they passed a
resolution to allow that swap. And what do we get...Rubber Stamp.

Did our Council Member ever even bother to visit the Elizabeth Street Garden to
see why this community has never given up? Sit down with us work on a
solution? Did she forge coalitions, and find a win win compromise, actually do
the work of a leader, and harness the energy in this room. She could save the
Garden and in return demand that unite our efforts towards making more
housing. But no, she did not. She is simply relying on this rubber stamp.

But | have faith that you know better, That you will put an end to this cynical
process, that robs people of their voice. Please vote against the destruction of
our precious green space and put away this dreaded rubber stamp, and in doing
so, you will have a community ready to get to work. Put away the rubber stamp,
because we are ready to participate!



FRIENDS OF

VOTE NO

REJECT BACK ROOM DEALS, SUPPORT
TRANSPARENCY AND A WIN-WIN SOLUTION

Good afternoon, [ am Jeannine Kiely, president of Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden and a
park and education advocate. Yesterday, | testified in support of greater diversity in our public
schools and today, | speak in OPPOSITION to the Haven Green development.

We are here because our grassroots initiative uncovered a secret back room deal.
Meanwhile, the city ignores a win-win solution that will provide up to 5x as much housing for
our senjors.

e The effort to save Elizabeth Street Garden started from a Grassroots Initiative by
local activists to get more public park space!

» [t was only then that we uncovered a secret back room deal that our Councilmember
negotiated as part of the Essex Crossing rezoning (on the Lower East Side) -- a non-
binding, behind-the-scenes deal with zero public review, zero public discussion
and zero transparency!

¢ Since then, CB 2 held seven public hearings, passed five resolutions for the Garden
and identified an alternative city-owned site — a nearby gravel-filled lot (previously
promised for park space) — where up to 5x as much senior housing can be built.

» But the city ignored our community and a win-win compromise!

» Council Member Chin herself has called for greater transparency against back-room
deals on Rivington House, the Two Bridges Mega Towers, the Chinatown Jail and
many other projects, yet there was NO transparency on this deal.

I've shared a detailed presentation and will highlight:

1. The Garden site is held in trust for educational purposes, since 1822.

2. The city committed to a new school and housing, and the promised affordable housing
was already built in 1981.

3. This development will destroy the Garden, leaving behind a tiny, shadow-filled private
open space. The renderings sure are pretty, but they are misleading and unrealistic.

4. Affordable housing is allocated by age, income and household size, not sexual
preference. But, with 50% preference for CB 2 residents, the win-win alternative will
benefit 5x as many of Council Member Chin's constituents.

Support transparency and a win-win solution! Please vote nol
Thank you.

Jeannine Kiely

President, Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden

jeanninekiely@elizabethstreetgarden.org
917-297-4475

View presentation at http://bit. Iv/SaveESG.

Elizabeth Street between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City
elizabethstreetgarden.org - #SaveESG - #elizabethstreetgarden



Elizabeth Street Garden, Inc.

209 Elizabeth Street, New York NY 10012
glizabethstreetgarden.com
joseph@elizabethstreetgarden.com

STATEMENT REGARDING ELIZABETH STREET GARDEN
AND HAVEN GREEN DEVELOPMENT BY
JOSEPH REIVER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF ELIZABETH STREET GARDEN

BEFORE CITY COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING, AND
MARITIME USES

[New York, NY, May 2, 2019] My name is Joseph Reiver. | am the Executive Director of
Elizabeth Street Garden, Inc. ("ESG") the 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that manages the
garden. | have been involved with the effort to save Elizabeth Street Garden ("the Garden”)
from the beginning in April/May of 2013.

Elizabeth Street Garden is a 20,000 square foot unique community garden located in the
neighborhood Little Italy, Manhattan. The Garden is open year-round by neighborhood
volunteers and attracts over 100k visitors annually from neighborhood locals and New York
residents to visitors from all around the world.

ESG

Elizabeth Street Garden, Inc. (ESG} is a volunteer based 501(c)(3) not- for-profit organization
committed to exploring every option available to protect & preserve Elizabeth Street Garden
and save our much needed community green space in Little ltaly. ESG is a volunteer based
organization. Our committed team volunteers their time and energy to organizing hundreds
of free programs, tending to greenery and maintaining the space, and keeping the garden
open to the public year-round — over 50 hrs/week during the summer and 28hrs/ week
during the winter — all the while working with local elected officials and organizations to
protect and preserve Elizabeth Street Garden for our community.

Our founding members have been involved with the community lead effort since its start in
2013. Elizabeth Street Garden, Inc. filed its nonprofit Certificate of Incorporation with New
York State in October 2016. On January 26 2017, Elizabeth Street Garden, Inc. received
federal tax-exempt 501(c)(3) determination from the IRS.

While ESG maintains a healthy working relationship with the Garden creator and lessee, ESG
is independent in all operations/management. ESG is responsible for all Garden
maintenance, including cleaning and sustaining the space, water bills, and tree, lawn and
plant care.

Elizabeth Street, Between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City
elizabethstreetgarden.com - @elizabethstreetgarden -#elizabethstreetgarden - #SaveESG



VOLUNTEERS

ESG's volunteer community is a diverse group of people ranging from neighbors to outer-
borough-commuters to world travelers. The past two years have seen the largest outpouring
of volunteer support in the Garden'’s history. Garden visitors are greeted by a volunteer who
sits by the front gates, offering information and monitoring all garden activity. It is our
volunteer garden greeters who enable us to keep the gates open, keep all visitors safe, and
ensure a peaceful environment. ESG volunteers facilitate free public programs offered in the
garden year-round and share our story across the city and online, supporting our efforts to
protect and preserve the Garden we all cherish. From rallies to fundraisers to art exhibitions
to community events, our volunteers are always there, making all that we do possible.

HOURS

ESG solely maintains the garden through our volunteer base 7 days a week, all year long. As
we rely on our volunteers to keep the gates open each day, our hours change with the
seasons to account for the weather conditions. Currently, our annual hours are as follows:

April - May | June - August 3Se;::‘cember—OctoberiNovember—March
Weekdays:i 12PM - 5PM  11AM - 6PM 12PM - 5PM 12PM - 4PM
Weekend: | 10AM - 5PM  10AM - 6PM 10AM - 5PM 12PM - 4PM

On days where the real feel temperature falls below 45°F, we do not ask our volunteers to
brave the cold for such long hours and the gates remain closed. Occasionally and if a
volunteer is willing, we will open to gates during temperatures below 45°F, and/or if there is
light rain or snow. Volunteers often keep the Garden open to the public past scheduled
operating hours, especially if the weather is nice and the Garden is crowded.

While currently much of our efforts are concentrated on saving the garden, itis our intention
that when we do so, we will refocus our resources so as to expand these hours to
accommodate all those who wish to visit the garden year-round. ESG remains open to
community input and preference on this matter,

PROGRAMMING

At Elizabeth Street Garden, we offer year-round free public programming based on
environmental awareness, sustainability, gardening, education, wellness, fitness, art, and
culture. As a center for our community, ESG organizes events for neighbors and tourists from
all different backgrounds, providing countless opportunities to come together and foster
unique bonds of friendship and affinity. So far, we have over 200 free programs planned for
2019. Over 300 people attended ESG's Annual Easter Egg Party on April 21st, 2019,

This past year, over 2,100 people enjoyed games, activities, and free food and refreshments
donated by local businesses at our 6th Annual Harvest Festival held on October 20th, 2018.

Elizabeth Street, Between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City
elizabethstreetgarden.com - @elizabethstreetgarden -#elizabethstreetgarden - #SaveESG



Each year through volunteer efforts, ESG sustains an ever-changing outdoor classroom in
which to educate both children and adults about urban wildlife, habitat restoration, eco-
gardening and sustainable stewardship. In 2017, ESG partnered with the Lower East Side
Ecology Center to plant fruits and vegetables and teach over 200 local PS 1 students about
composting and earthworm benefits. In 2018, ESG partnered with iDig2Learn to teach over
550 local PS 1 and PS 130 students about the benefits of urban green space through learning
about native plan species, seeds and garden wild life, and planting a shade garden. ESG
continued it PS 130 class visits in the fall and winter of 2018 so that students could learn
about the transitions of the seasons in nature. We are currently planning this year's
educational workshops and anticipate working with over 800 public school students between
the months of April and June, and September and November of 2019. ESG’s educational
programs have shown a steady growth in participating schools and classrooms from the
beginning.

As a healing oasis where visitors can breathe fresh air and rejuvenate, the Garden is an
escape from the bustling streets of New York City. Along with offering weekly Yoga and Qi
Gong classes, ESG has partnered with Golden Bridge Yoga and NYPD 5th precinct for the
annual Zen (in) Your Precinct domestic violence awareness event & yoga / fitness practice.
Since April of 2017, ESG has provided year-round programming continuing through the
winter with our weekly Warm From Within breathing workshop based on the Wim Hof
Method of exposure adaptation through breath that continues to draw devoted participants
even on the coldest of days.

Marked by its unique balance of nature and statuary, the garden is a place of inspiration for
artists, poets, musicians, performers and thinkers of all kinds. In 2017, ESG celebrated these
artistic presences with Summer Nights Wishes, a group show curated by Marie Salomé
Peyronnel on the importance of nature in the city, and our ongoing Call To Artists, where we
showcase submitted works inspired by the garden online each week, eventually manifesting
as an exhibition in the garden. In 2018, ESG hosted the The Color Of, an exposition by two
local artists incorporating a towering hand collaged totem and botanical installations, and
Murmurs, an installation featuring a recorded collection of stories whispered by local New
Yorkers. ESG continues our ongoing Call To Artists, highlighting creatives of any kind of who
are inspired by the Garden to be showcased to our following in an effort to promote local
artists and their work.

With Little ltaly and [ower Manhattan changing at such a fast pace, ESG focuses on providing
a safe and beautiful space for neighbors of all backgrounds and ages to meet one another
and grow together as a community.

ESG FUNDING

ESG raises money through public donations, fundraiser events, grant applications, and
garden rentals. The public is invited to donate to ESG through our website
(elizabethstreetgarden.com), GoFundMe page, SpotFund page, Venmo account, at the

Elizabeth Street, Between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City
elizabethstreetgarden.com - @elizabethstreetgarden -#elizabethstreetgarden - #SaveESG



Garden via donation box, or by check made out to Elizabeth Street Garden, Inc. mailed to 209
Elizabeth Street, New York, NY 10012.

ESG hosts events and video/photo shoots in order to raise enough funds required to protect
& preserve the Garden. 100% of the money raised from rentals goes directly towards our
efforts to save the Garden for the community, including the legal fund, PR, free public
programming, Garden operations, and maintenance, ESG'’s rental program is similar to many
such programs implemented by fellow community gardens and parks in the city.

ESG considers each inquiry on a case by case basis with preference to local and nonprofit
organizations. ESG maintains our commitment to ensuring that the Garden is never over
saturated with private events and shoots and has established a cap on how many rentals can
take place each month. | am personally dedicated to making sure the Garden does not “sell
out” or become “over commercialized.” Renting the Garden allows ESG to raise the
significant funds required for legal action and for the Garden to be entirely self-sustainable.

THE EFFORT TO SAVE THE GARDEN

ESG works to protect and preserve the garden through legal action, PR, and coordinating
with local elected officials. Through our volunteer-led effort, ESG uses community-based
action, online and social media campaigns, and day-to-day interaction with garden visitors to
raise the awareness of our efforts and how anyone can help save Elizabeth Street Garden for
the community. To date, ESG has collected over 10,000 signatures in support of saving the
garden through our petition implemented in April 2017.

ESG is represented by attorney Norman Siegel of Siegel, Teitlebaum & Evans who continues
to aid us in developing a legal strategy to stop the City from destroying the garden. ESG’s
legal strategy is further bolstered by our coordination with fellow garden advocacy group
Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden.

Beyond our legal strategy, ESG is focused on executing strategic actions that spread
awareness, engage the community, and put pressure on the development. In October of
2018, ESG announced our Call to Action at a rally attended by over 350 people. The action
features a letter writing campaign designed by our volunteers to challenge Habitat for
Humanity NYC's role as partner in the development:

1) Donate to the legal fund at elizabethstreetgarden.com/donate

2) Write a letter to Habitat For Humanity about Habitat NYC's involvement in the
development at elizabethstreetgarden.com/write

3) Sign the petition at elizabethstreetgarden.com/petition

4) Spread the word using the garden's social media accounts: Instagram/Facebook -
@elizabethstreetgarden Twitter - @elizabethstgrdn #SaveESG #ElizabethStreetGarden

Elizabeth Street, Between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City
elizabethstreetgarden.com + @elizabethstreetgarden -#elizabethstreetgarden - #SaveESG



SUPPORTERS

ESG is grateful for the support of the following Elected officials — Congress members Jerrold
Nadler and Nydia Velazquez; state Senators Brad Hoylman and Brian Kavanagh; City
Councilmembers Rafael Espinal and Eric Ulrich; Assemblymembers Deborah Glick, Yuh-Line
Niou, Ron Kim, and Daniel O'Donnell; City Comptroller Scott Stringer; Former Public
Advocate Letitia James; District Leaders Vittoria Fariello, Paul Newell and Daisy Paez.

As well as the following organizations — Bowery Alliance of Neighbors, Citizens Committee
for New York City, NoHo Neighborhood Association, Society for the Architecture of the City,
SoHo Alliance, SoHo Broadway |Initiative, Tribeca Trust, 596 Acres, American Society of
Landscape Architects, The New York Chapter, The Trust for Public Land, Friends of Petrosino
Square, Green Below 14, Green Guerrillas, Lower East Side Ecology Center, Loisaida United
Neighborhood Gardens, The Merchants House, The Municipal Art Society of New York New
York City Community Garden Coalition, New Yorkers for Parks, and The Cultural Landscape
Foundation.

The Cultural Landscape Foundation has identified the Garden as a “Landslide site,” or a
threatened landscape with unique features, with the goal to draw immediate and lasting
attention to the cause and to encourage informed, community-based stewardship decisions.

NEED FOR OPEN SPACE

Little ltaly & SoHo are park/garden starved with an open space ratio of 0.07 acre per 1,000
residents (3 sq.ft. per resident), leaving the district with one of the lowest ratios of public
open space in the city. While these neighborhoods make up 23% of Manhattan Community
Board 2's population, they only have 3% of the district's open space.

Saving this 20,000 square foot green space - including trees, lawn areas, garden beds
hosting plants, flowers, fruits and vegetables, and herbs — would help to greatly improve the
local environment and neighborhood.

The Garden is key to the resiliency of Little Italy and the surrounding neighborhoods by
reducing heat build up by countering the heat from paved surfaces, and absorbing rainfall
from storm water runoff. The garden improves our urban environment by regulating and
improving air quality with the trees and shrubs removing pollutants, dust and smoke from the
air.

ALTERNATIVE SITE FOR HOUSING - 388 HUDSON

In an effort to save Elizabeth Street Garden from being developed and avoid pitting
affordable housing against public community green space, our community strongly supports
the alternative site for the housing identified by Community Board 2. This site is a near by city-

Elizabeth Street, Between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City
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owned, gravel-filled lot that can provide up to 5x the amount of affordable housing, and
possibly additional public green open space.

The 388 Hudson alternative site is across the street from a park and down the street from the
Tony Dapolito Recreation center, making it a more viable location for housing. Building the
housing at this location not only achieves more affordable housing and more public open
space, doing so also avoids pitting communities against each other. Affordable housing and
community gardens are separate necessities for metropolitan livelihood and one should
never come at the expense of the other.

HAVEN GREEN DEVELOPMENT EAS

The Environmental Assessment Statement released by Housing Preservation and
Development (HPD} and Pennrose contains many false, self-serving statements and
conclusions and do not accurately depict the Garden and all that the Garden offers to the
community. Please see May 2, 2019 statement from ESG attorneys, Norman Siegel and Kate
Fletcher.

The Haven Green development team has taken advantage of the orchestrated "housing-
versus-greenspace debate”. By perpetuating this false choice, the developers are actively
dividing people and pitting communities against one another. As part of my testimony, | am
submitting an ESG fact sheet designed to inform the public on key information regarding the
Haven Green development and alternative site solution,

FUTURE

Elizabeth Street Garden has been under the threat of being destroyed since the community
first came together to make it more accessible to the public. Without the threat, the garden
would have immense capacity to grow. After researching different possible solutions for
ensuring the garden’s preservation in perpetuity once saved from the City's development
plans, ESG concluded the best possible choice to be converting to a Conservation Land Trust.
ESG has also considered saving the Garden as mapped NYC Parkiand and additionally so
under GreenThumb. But we believe we can best preserve the Garden our community has
grown to love as a Conservation Land Trust, where the land would be owned by ESG, and
thus, the community.

As a Conservation Land Trust, ESG will require no City funding in order to maintain the
Garden’s physical upkeep, hundreds of free public programs, staffing, and future plans
through the implementation of a sound fundraising structure. The community would
continue to manage the garden. In exploration of the site's potential, ESG has planned a
future for the garden when it is saved, expanding upon the space’s vast potential to grow as

Elizabeth Street, Between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City
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an environmentally and financially sustainable, energy efficient community garden with
improved year-round public access.

Our future plans include constructing a large and permanent greenhouse, a composting
station, and outfitting the existing northwest lean-to with solar panels for green energy
efficiency.

A greenhouse on the northern paved area would allow for year-round food and plant growth
to increase the site’s sustainability with food security and winter programs based around
planting and harvesting. A composting station at the southwest corner would be available for
public use and be the only one of its kind in Little ltaly and SoHo, allowing for neighbors and
local restaurants to participate in composting and sustainability. Outfitting the existing lean-to
with solar panels further expands our ability to make even more resources available to the
community as we enhance the space for year-round and productive use.

As stated before, with a saved Garden, ESG would be able to expand garden operating hours
and activities even more than we have over the past two years.

Elizabeth Street Garden is beloved a community garden, a park, a neighborhood resource, a
museum, and a center for the community and for all who visit — an iconic New York City
landmark unlike any other.

| strongly urge City Council and the members of this Subcommittee to objectively take a hard
look at all that is at stake with Elizabeth Street Garden, to first consider and truly explore using
388 Hudson to build up to 5 times the amount of affordable housing, and to support saving
Elizabeth Street Garden in its entirety.

Sincerely

Joseph Reiver

Elizabeth Street, Between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City
elizabethstreetgarden.com - @elizabethstreetgarden -#elizabethstreetgarden - #SaveESG



April 30,2019

Dear New York City Council Memibers,

I write to you today to encourage the New York City Council to take into account the historic
significance of the Elizabeth Street Garden as you consider proposals to redevelop the site. As an
Architectural Historian qualified by the Secretary of the Interior's Historic Preservation
Professional Standards, I feel that this landscape is of regional and national historic significance.

While the Elizabeth Street Garden is significant as a green space in a neighborhood starved of
such infrastructure, there is an additional exceptionalism in that the landscape is the expression
of an outsider artist. Qutsider art is that which is produced by a person who is creating work
outside the mainstream art world and often without any formal training. Allan Reiver created
Elizabeth Street Garden as an artistic expression of his vision for the Little Italy lot. He laid out
the garden design in 1991, adding lawn spaces, pathways, and horticultural features including the
two still extant anchoring pear trees.

Reiver added statuary and architectural elements in response to the site’s layout and with regards
to their own spatial relationship. According to the Cultural Landscape Foundation, Reiver’s ‘
curated collection of garden statuary includes “marble columns and an iron gazebo designed by
Olmsted Brothers for the Long Island estate, Burrwood, and a stone-and-granite balustrade
designed by French landscape architect Jacques-Henri-Auguste Gréber. The balustrade was
removed from the 36-acre Lynnewood Hall, considered to be one of the largest Gilded Age
mansions in the Philadelphia area.” (online at www.tcl.org) Reiver collected and curated art by
noted architects and placed these pieces in an inspired, expressive design within the landscape.
His curation of the landscape came from his own expression rather than formal training in
landscape design. The artifacts, art, and plantings were displayed in a thoughtful manner to

create a particular interaction between the pieces. Reiver produced similar work, slightly later, on
a property at 63rd Street and 2nd Avenue in Manhattan. This landscape is no longer extant,
which makes Elizabeth Street Garden the last remaining expression of his vision.

Outsider art has been recognized by the National Register of Historic places in such landmark
listings as Opus 40 in Saugerties, New York, and Watts Towers in Los Angeles, California.
More closely to home, the outsider artwork at 5Pointz in Queens, New York, and was most
recently highlighted for its value in highlighting the in situ work of artists outside of the
academy. :

There is further in that this is potentially the only green space that exists as a singular artist-
driven creation in New York City. This novice artistic expression can be linked to predecessors
such as the Liz Christy community garden network, which was recently determined to be of
historic significance, and the no-longer-extant Garden of Eden earthworks by Adam Purple.



As noted in The New York Times article dated June 20, 1991, Elizabeth Street Garden was built
on what “had been an abandoned lot filled with the usual urban detritus.” While the garden has
been a noteworthy element of the North of Little Italy neighborhood since its construction in
1991, it has also served as a community building spaces since it was opened to the public in
2005. The Elizabeth Street block on which the garden is located has transformed from a
predominantly industrial strip to a diverse block of residential, commercial, retail, and restaurant
spaces. The garden has served as a key in this transition—the community as it exists today was
created around the garden.

I very much appreciate the opportunity to submit comments and hope that you will consider the
above concerns as you move forward with your review. In light of the site’s historic significance,
I have begun preparing and plan to work with New York’s State Historic Preservation Office on
application to the National Register of Historic Places. I would ask that the City Council review
the outcome of that application in order to better assess the impact of the proposed work.

Sincerely,
Melanie Macchio
Architectural Historian

cc: Manhattan Community Board 2
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Testimony for New York City Council Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and
Maritime Uses - May 2nd 2019.

My name is Lisa Fairstein and I am adding my voice in opposition to the proposal
known as Haven Green, which will destroy Elizabeth Street Garden, the only open
green space in our densely urban neighborhood, without providing anywhere near
enough truly affordable, supportive housing for New York's neediest senior citizens. I
thank the Committee for considering the implications of this misguided and deceptive
plan,

I want to draw your attention to two issues that are most troubling, First, despite the
rhetoric of the real estate companies and the department of Housing Preservation and
Development, the Haven Green proposal will not help the most vulnerable eiderly New
Yorkers. As Council Members will know from experiences with HPD's so-called
"affordable housing" in East New York and elsewhere, what HPD counts as affordable
is not actually affordable in the real world. According to their own prospectus, and
Comptroller Stringer's 2017 "Aging with Dignity" report, only 32 of the small studio
apartments at Haven Green will be affordable to a New York City senior citizen who is
reliant on Social Security and Disability payments, which average $1,500 a month. To
put this is context, these 32 affordable studios occupy about as much of Haven Green as
do the proposed offices for Habitat for Humanity.

Even more worrying is the fact that HPD is supporting this destructive Haven Green
plan, while at the same time the neighborhood's largest and most successful genuinely
affordable housing project, the adjacent Section 8 apartments at LIRA right next door, is
being allowed to slip away into the private market. Because of HPD's inattention, these
150 spacious 2-bedroom apartments will be lost in the next few years. Other testimony
will have told you about "alternative sites” for affordable housing. The alternative site at
the existing LIRA complex could be preserved and adapted to provide more than 300
senior-friendly studio apartments, 10 times the housing promised by Haven Green,
while preserving and protecting Elizabeth Street Garden in its entirety.

I share the concerns of the thousands of New Yorkers who support Elizabeth Street
Garden. I urge you to reject this Haven Green proposal - tell HPD to do its job and
preserve truly affordable, supportive housing for our neediest citizens, and save
Elizabeth Street Garden as a public, civic space for New Yorkers of all incomes and
ages.

Thank you.
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@ FOR THE RECORD

TheRadicalAgeMovement

Principles and Policies: Age Justice in the Workplace
Age Justice: Economic Security, Not Insecurity
February 2019

1. Raising public awareness of age discrimination in the workplace for workers over age 50 — Age
discrimination in the workplace is a rampant, but hidden crisis. Public awareness can be raised through
advocacy, educational forums, research, and empowering individuals to organize and speak up for age
justice. The workplace is a critical economic and social/cultural institution in American society. Being
walled out is leaving thousands in financial hardship and invisible. This also includes raising the overall
impact of ageism in society on all of us. Develop a neighborhood based “know your rights” awareness
campaign including a public transit campaign about age discrimination in the workplace.

2. City policies prohibiting employment discrimination based on age - Through utilization of its pension
funds, job training and employment programs, city contracts, RFPs and other services, New York City
can establish policies prohihiting employment discrimination based on age. Age discrimination in the
workplace is an economic barrier preventing older New Yorkers from earning the income they need to
live in NYC and support others. This has an individual and community impact.

3. Human Rights Commission — Work with the NYC Human Rights Commission to expand and strengthen
its legal services and outreach ability to protect individuals from age discrimination in the workplace.
People over age 40 are a protected class.

4. Research and data collection and its economic impact — Research to collect data and information on
the scope, consequences of age discrimination in the workplace and solutions. Collecting stories from
those individuals who have experienced age discrimination to show trends and empower those being
discriminated against. Utilization of this research to establish anti-discrimination policies and laws in
New York.

5. Supporting older workers in city programs/policies — Include older workers, age 50+, in all city
employment and training programs. Develop an older worker employment/training opportunity
program.

6. Working in coalition for age justice — Collaborating with coalitions advocating for social justice in the
workplace and equal opportunity. Coalitions working on job development and discrimination, women'’s
issues, anti-racism, immigrant rights and other economic justice groups. Older women have
experienced the lack of gender parity for pay in the workplace throughout their career. Many have also
lost compensation due to time taken off for caregiving of children and older parents, spouse and other
relatives.

7. Media coverage — Working with the media to raise their awareness of the importance of the stories
around age discrimination in the workplace and the need for solutions leading to change. Putting a
human face on the discrimination by encouraging individuals to tell their stories.

For further information, please contact Bobbie Sackman, Radical Age Movement, Workplace Justice
Coordinator, bobbiesackman6@gmail.com or Alice Fisher, Founder and CEQ, Radical Age Movement,
confrontingageism@gmail.com

One East 53" Street, 8" Fl. 10022, 646-630-4443, info@radicalagemovement.org, www.radicalagemovent.org
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@ theRadicalAgeMovement

does a community need to make to commit itself to allowing its older residents to remain and grow old in an
affordable apartment. Naturally, responsible community members will have different opinions about how land
should be used.

We all know that finding land to build on is tough in NYC. Land near transportation seniors need is even harder
to find. Available funding is often not there and yet, it exists for this project. The

‘Elizabeth Street land has the potential for 75-100 apartments for seniors. Upwards of 100 or more seniors can
be safely housed at an affordable level. Services to support them aging in place can be enjoyed by both the
residents and the surrounding community of elders. Family caregivers, mostly women, will have local services
to assist them with aging parents. This is the cascading effect of affordable senior housing in a community.
Yes, it is bricks and mortar. More importantly, it is human beings remaining in the matrix of a community. The
plan for Elizabeth Street senior housing includes green space that will be open to the community - your voices
have been heard.

Community decisions made today will have consequences for years to come. It also sends a message that New
Yorkers are willing to make the tough decisions necessary to keep elders in the community.

Thank you,

Radical Age Movement’s mission is to confront ageism in its many forms. www.radicalagemovement.org

One East 53" Street, 8" Fl. 10022, 646-630-4443, info@radicalagemovement.org, www.radicalagemovent.org



My name is Valerie Reyes-limenez, and | am a community organizer for NYC with Housing Works.

| am a Native New Yorker with roots firmly planted in Manhattan. | was born in NYC council district 4, as
were my children and grandchild. i grew up in council district 2, where my mother has lived since she was
9 years old and still lives there. [ worked for many years at the Housing Works offices just three blocks
away from the Haven Green proposed site, and many of my colleagues still work there. | went to Junior
High School and High School in council district 1 and my son learned to sail in the shadows of the Twin
Towers.

f . PN . -
S ] Sl LA AL s b AR - B S Yy T U RN

During the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s there were an incredible number of lots decaying in filth from dilapidated
buildings. My summer youth jobs weren’t in offices, or parks. They were in these abandoned lots. We
were charged with clearing them out and it was dangerous work. 1 found myself knee deep in piles of
garbage, junk, vermin and bricks. Later, many of these lots were turned into what | believe should have
been temporary gardens. Gardens that.were kept by people who had housing. Gardens, that after which
at almost every turn, until this day, has been a fight to return into housing.

When young it's next to impossible tesimagine-oneself as an elderly person, we can think of it infamiliar . v
terms of sitting in a rocking chair, growing old with a life partner, and reminiscing of our youth. Our
grandparents are “old”. Not so with this generation of grandparents and seniors.

Coalition for the Homeless just released its State of the Homeless 2019 report this past Monday. According
to that report, New York City has reached the highest levels of homelessness since the Great Depression
of the 1930s. In February 2019, there were 63,615 homeless people, including 15,344 homeless families
with 22,717 homeless children, sleeping each night in the New York City municipal shelter system. These
are only counting people in the shelter system, it is not counting street homeless people or the hidden
homeless. As a formally homeless woman, | believe that a percentage of any new housing that is created
in this city should go to actual homeless people.

There are many injustices for people who are poor, or black and brown, but the greatest injustice in this
society is how the rich get richer and the poor get pushed out of the neighborhoods that have been_called
home for generations. One third of all New Yorkers spend over one half of their income on housing,
making it hard to achieve financial stability. Anyone who has lived in New York City all their lives should
be able to live in any neighborhood they want, and not be beholden to their race, family composition,
sexual orientation, age or income.

Right now, | have a 69-year-cld uncle named Pablo in a nursing home that is hell on earth. You see, he's
inthere not because he is old and frail. He is in there because, although he has been ready to be discharged
for weeks, he can’t, because he is now homeless. Why am | talking about a nursing home when we are



here to talk about senior housing? Well, it's simple. No one should “have to” live in a place like that. |
know that his psyche and spirit is affected, because as a longtime advocate for homelessness | know that
| am affected. As someone that works for a powerful organization with the word “housing” in its namae, |
cannot find housing for him. As a niece, | feel like a failure. As an employee, | feel like a failure. As a New
Yorker, | feel that my city is a failure. A failure at being able to provide an affordable home for a 69-year-
old NYC veteran that lives on $1,109.00 a month. A man that was walking across the street, in the
crosswalk, with his light, no more than 100 yards from where he lived, (which by the way was in District
12), when an out-of-control, unlicensed, uninsured motorcyclist mowed him down, dragged him and
pinned him underneath a vehicle that was stopped at a light. The driver of the vehicle waiting at the light,
then panicked and moved it=—to.getitoffimy.uncle—and in the process, finished ripping. his legs.apart. ......
That was on Nov. 2", 2018. Today makes 6 months to the day of the accident.

Some senior he was! He was a man, who just last summer would roller-blade with my 16-year-old
granddaughter and rode his bicycle everywhere he went. So, through no fault of his own, he finds himself
now with one leg missing and the other that is barely above functioning. How many more stories like his
exist in NYC? Although the opening of this building may not help my uncle, but it will help someone else’s
uncle whether their name is Pablo, Paolo or Paul.
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The question should not be, “Why build here?” It should be, “Why not build here?” In my experience,
some of the most hurtful biases, and discrimination | have ever encountered, came from people who |
considered neighbors and fellows. People who | believe, fear—that life as they know it—life in their safe
comfortable cocoons—are in jeopardy and will change drastically. People who have said things like, “No.
This is not going to be built here.” “No, not in my backyard.” “I don’t want ‘these people’ here.” It's a
public display of discrimination and shaming that goes by the name NIMBY. Not in My Back Yard.

At least Haven Green is going to be more than just a part-time community garden.for some. It will be a
safe haven for its senior residents; and though it will have a different shape and vibe, it will continue to
be a green space for the entire neighborhood.

In my mind’s eye, having 123 real affordable housing units for seniors vs. a community garden really is no
contest; you don’t have to be a senior or even a homeless person to appreciate the true human value in N
that.



City Council Testimony in support of Haven Green

Hello. My name is K Webster. I’m the President of the Sara Roosevelt Park Community Coalition and I help spearhead
the fight for Rivington House, but I am speaking here primarily as a resident of Little Italy.

Thank you for this opportunity,

I moved to Bowery and Prince in 1990. When our son arrived in 1999 we sought places that welcomed children, We
joined a new parent cooperative housed in Community Board 2’s Thompson Street Park House and when my son went
to PS 130 we played daily in the DeSalvio playground. And to our delight we found GreenThumb’s M'Finda Kalunga
Garden in Sara Roosevelt Park. We did not lack for community gardens (Liz Christy/M’Finda/New Forsyth and more)
and vibrant diverse outdoor spaces two blocks away.

With the influx of many wealthier newcomers we have endured the losses of many neighbors and small businesses. A
number of seniors in walk-ups were forced out with high rents or are trapped in walk-ups due to disability. One died of
complications from a fire in her fourth floor walk-up. High rents forced out most of the small businesses that served our
practical needs: the bodegas, the boot repair, the copy shop, the grocery store - all owned or operated by people of
color.

This s a punishing city to grow old in if you’re poor. In this neighborhood, dozens of homeless men, almost all
African-American, sleep on our streets. Elderly Asian-American women gather recycling balancing enormous bags on
a pole. Our city has 63,615 homeless people and elders who wait 7 long years for housing. The median income for
immigrant seniors is $9,900 a year. More than 1 in 5 older women live in poverty. Among older women who live alone,
1in 3 is poor. The Stonewall Generation, having fought Gay oppression, are now elders living in walk-ups they can’t
always manage. The ones who survived the AIDS epidemic are now hoping to survive a low-income housing shortage.
All this exists while on Elizabeth Street $3.5 million (plus) condos, renovated historic buildings {now luxury housing),
and a building that just sold for $55 million a block away have created a real estate paradise for the privileged.

And we always want more green spaces.

This is a compromise. It will not be the statuary of the garden/luxury marketplace that was opened to the public in 2013
only after affordable housing was proposed here. But 123 people who need it will have a home. 50% of them will be
from Community Board 2. The rest will come from all over NYC. Thirty-seven units will be set-aside for those who
were formerly homeless. There will be an explicit welcome for LGBTQ seniors.

How beautiful we make this new garden will be up to us.

Council Member Chin risked her re-election to ensure low-income seniors could live here. She has been opposed at
times with reasoned disagreement, opposed always by a well-financed campaign assisted by a high-powered lobbyist
and a local media outlet. And sometimes opposed, disturbingly, with smears, misinformation, and oppression-laced
comimentary. Those of us in favor of a shared site have been booed and heckled in public meetings and smeared in
some press.

This is no charitable offer — this is about a chance for an affluent neighborhood to get ‘right’ in these times. Qur city is
in deep trouble due to a lack of affordable housing, racism, sexism, gay oppression and poverty. We don’t get to say,
“build this clsewhere” and pretend we’ve done our due diligence in this ¢risis. We are not going to get out of our
current mess of wealth disparity without feeling some ‘sacrifice’.

I don’t want to walk down my sireets, and look at people who are struggling and not have done anything to make a
difference where / live. [ don’t want to ask someone else from across town to take this on if we won’t. I want this in sy
neighborhood — where T have some authority to ask for it.

I’ve attached an Op Ed I wrote in 2015,

Thanks you.
Best regards,
K Webster

246 Bowery
NY NY 10012



FOR THE RECORD

NY City has a shortage of Green Space. With the alternative site for housing located
at 388 Hudson, there is no need to destroy this invaluable resource for the
community.

We need to think 6 generations ahead not one mayoral term ahead. Mayor De Blasio
to my knowledge has never visited the Garden and my understanding is “ this”
affordable housing goes up to market rate in 30 years. This seems like a blink of an
eye solution to housing at the cost of losing precious green space forever.

I feel a sense of hopelessness in this current political culture. With climate change
upon us why would we not want to save a space for trees, pollinating bees and
butterflies that are so important to our eco system. It seems that it politics and
money first, regardless of the long-term consequences. Deblasio and Habitat for
humanity are simply ignoring the huge numbers of people and local business asking
for the garden to be saved. In my view this as very much in line with Trump. The
person with the most power wins?

It shameful that we have to fight for what should be our natural right, which is to
keep our current green space and not have it turned into more shops and office
space. It is a scam that this is about affordable housing when it will go up to market
rate. It's a scam that it's about senior when it outlined with luxury offices and retail.
Soho has enough and there is affordable housing elsewhere.

I am a single mother with an infant who depends on Elizabeth Street Garden for
fresh air, nature and community. The word community gets tossed around alot. But
this is true in that we have a real connection with the Italian and Chinese
Grandmothers who give my baby loving attention. Here at the Garden we observe
the wild bird sounds, colorful leaves and blossoming flowers. This is a true
sanctuary for those who do not have vacation homes or big spaces to live in. For a
magic moment we can get away and feel the beauty and friendship around us.

With all my heart I urge you to reject the proposed development that would
destroy Elizabeth Street Garden.

This is NYC. We will always need housing and we will always build. But we can also
be like Paris or Berlin. A busy city that still has a beautiful well curated gardens. This
is something to cherish and take pride in. not destroy.

[ urge habitat for humanity to pull out of this agreement. To look at the alternative
site for housing located at 388 Hudson, there is no need to destroy the garden.

Sincerely,
Dylan and Baby Ella
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I am a SoHo resident of 23 years. The Elizabeth Street Garden is part of my life, not
only as a much-needed green space, but also as a truly unique out door museum.

We know that there are other nearby spaces (spaces not gardens) for senior
housing, but apparently, it's more important for our politicians to take credit for
senior housing in their district, than saving a wonderful garden that can never be
replaced.

At 81, I look back in the long history of misguided destruction of the cities’
landmarks, Penn Station, being the symbol for all cities of the lack of vision and
greed and power plays that are part of it. Sadly we don’t learn from our mistakes.

One thing that really galls me is the name “Haven Green”. It will no longer be a
“haven” and no longer “green”.

Crista Grauer Cauto CBH;M
523 Broadway ‘
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In these precarious and perilous times, we ‘all’ need meaningful connections and
interactions with nature and natural places for solace, recovery and renewal.

The Elizabeth Street Garden is a unique and cherished oasis in a neighborhood
starved for parks and gardens. It is a vibrant place of refuge, solace, and the
healing forces of nature. Life began on this planet in a garden. This island of
Mannahatta was once a garden.

The Elizabeth Street Garden is alive. Once discovered, you enter a magical
world — a synthesis of sculpture and nature that was created and is maintained
through the passion of the public — ‘we the people’. It is an embracing and
comforting environment of renewal and inspiration for an experience that
expands, heals, and transforms you.

The preservation of this unique space speaks to the heart of our humanity. We
are not destroyers — we are creators.

It speaks to the heart of who we are. What do we value and celebrate, as
people. What do we strive and fight to preserve and protect.

Cannibalizing this natural oasis to build a ‘minimal’ amount of housing is not a
win/win for the City of New York — it is a lose/lose.

| ask you to create a win/win for our City. Save and preserve this magnificent
oasis that is ‘free for all’ to experience and enjoy - and build much more housing
on the nearby alternate city-owned site [supported by Manhattan Community
Board 2].

Honor the memory of Parks Commissioner Henry Stern.
if he held funerals for one singte tree — and fought for ‘arborcide’ laws — what
would he do now?

in the words of John Muir - the Founder of our National Parks:
"Everybody needs beauly as well as bread, places to play in and pray in, where nature
may heal and give strength to body and soul.”

From The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett:

“Sometimes since I've been in the garden I've looked up through the trees at the sky and
! have had a strange feeling of being happy...Everything is made out of magic, leaves
and lrees, flowers and birds, badgers and foxes and squirrels and people. So it must be
all around us...In this garden..."

continues
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Alison Sky - Written Testimony in OPPOSITION to the Haven Green application

From The Healing Fower of Gardens by Oliver Sacks [world renowned Neurologist +
Author]:

*As a writer, I find gardens essential to the creative process; as a physician I take my
patients to gardens whenever possible...

Clearly, nature calls to somathing very deep in us. Biophilia, the fove of nature and living
things, is an essential part of the human condition. Hortophilia, the desire to interact
with, manage and tend nature, is also deeply instilled in us....

The effects of nature’s qualities on health are not only spiritual and emotional but also
physical and neurological. | have no doubt that they reffect deep changes in the brain’s
physiology, and perhaps even its structure.”

Please say NO to the application for the proposed Haven Green development
that will cannibalize this treasured and vibrant garden oasis.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
Alison Sky,

Alison Sky, LLC
SoHo Pioneer and Certified Artist



DEVELOPMENT WILL DESTROY THE GARDEN

THIS IS NOT A COMPROMISE!!
FOR THE RECOR
Good afternoon, my name is Tessa Grundon.

| am an artist and have lived and worked in the neighborhood for nearly 30 years. | have brought up 3 children here. | am
testifying in OPPOSITION to the Haven Green development that will destroy the beloved and much needed Elizabeth Street

Garden.

Mayor Bill de Blasio himself said “Every New Yorker deserves access to clean, safe green spaces, no matter what
neighborhood they live in. By doubling our investment in historically underserved nejghborhood parks, we are significantly
improving the quality of life of families and children across this city. Qur sustained investments in additional neighborhood
parks will expand the Community Parks Initiative’s impact to 3 million New Yorkers — ensuring countless more families and
children will have a revitalized park right in their neighborhood.”

The community has created this neighborhood garden and is everything and more that de Blasio wanted to initiate.
The proposed development will Destroy Elizabeth Street Garden.

1. Open space figures are inflated. The city’s ULURP application notes only +l- 6,700 sq. ft. of publicly accessible
open space not the “more than 8,000 SF” touted on the applicant's webs1te nor the 8,800 sq. ft. presented at the
March 13, 2019 City Planning Commission Hearing. The difference is an indoor breezeway, which is not open to
the sky and not open space.

2. The development will cover nearly two-thirds of the lot, not the 60% permitted under Special Little Italy District
zoning. * Haven Green’s ULURP c':lppllca’uc:n3 excludes from its lot coverage calculations a one-story bu1id:ng of
approximately 1,705 sq. ft. “, resulting in total lot coverage of 13,025 sq. ft. or more than 65% of the lot.° The city
falsely portrays the open space as a compromise, not an attempt to comply with zoning. In fact, because the
proposed development exceeds the 60% permitted lot coverage, the applicant should request a special permit to
waive the zoning.

Elizabeth Street Garden: Saved vs. Destroyed

Mott Street Mott Street

Pennrose
Development

Elizabeth Street Elizabeth Street

Please help us save the heart of our community. Thank you.

Tessa Grundon
59 Crosby Street, #2
NYC 10012

TESSH GCruddarS

L Haven Green ULURP application, 190184HAM, page 15, 109-141, “Ground Floor Garden Area = 6,746 sq. ft.”

2 Haven Green homepage at hitps://www.havengreencommunity.nyc, “More than 8,000 square feet of publicly accessible
open space.”

Haven Green ULURP application, 190184HAM, page 15, 109-122, “Lot Coverage-11 321.3 sq. ft.”

*Haven Green ULURP application, 190184HAM, page 16, one-story building area is (33’ 1 %”) * (51’ 4 %4”) = 1,703.56 sq. ft.
5 Actual lot coverage is (11,321.30+1,703.56) / (19,995) = 65.14%.
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Opposition to Haven Green Application

1 nessage

Ronnie Wolf <ronniewolf54@gmail.com> Thu, May 2, 2019 at 10:24 AM
To: friends@elizabethstreetgarden.org

Cc: Ronnie Wolf <ronniewolf54@gmail.com>

Bec: emilyhellstrom@mac.com

Dear Members,
The idea that the Haven Green's application is even being considered for approval is preposterous.
The adjacent neighborhood's Green Haven is and has been The Elizabeth Street Garden.

Please don't grant those invoived in the Haven Green project the ability to shrink the present GREEN lot to a postage
stamp size so that to Habitat for Humanity can build an office and tiny affordable homes. The the new residents will
actually end up fighting with the present residents to secure a seat on the tiniest patch of grass surrounded by flowers.
This area of Manhattan DESPERATELY NEEDS All and any greenery and open space there is. It supports both
human and animal well being.

And just in case you think that the lot at Grand and Lafeyette will be a "park”, you should be fully aware, only one tree
is planned and it's for within the sidewalk outside the park. There is a tiny patch of astroturf covering a climbing
"mound” and even smaller patches scattered throughout. ,

| stand in opposition of HavenGreen's application.

Thank you,

Ronnie Wolf

Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mailjuf0?ik=99115e0b58&view=pta&search=..%3A16324305155632551389&simpl=msg-f%3A1632430515532551389&mb=1 Page 1 of 1
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FOR THE RECORD

May 2, 2019

Dear Committee Members,

My name is Hamilton Regen and ['ve been a New York City resident for over ten years. [ took
time off of my job, from which 1 paid hourly, to attend today’s proceedings. | would like to voice
my strong opposition to the Haven Green project and my support of making the Elizabeth
Street Garden a permanent and protected NYC greenspace.

The Elizabeth Street Garden is one of those only-in-New-York spots that “speaks”: The statues
seem to say, “You are welcome here”; the open gate urges you to linger, listen, and de-stress.
The Garden and its activities are a vital component of the daily life of its nearby residents and
the children of the neighborhood, as well as an important spot for downtown tourism.

[ will never forget the moment 1 first discovered laid on this gorgeous gem, and 1 have followed
the proposed development in the-news and on Facebook with a sinking, grieving feeling that a

terrible mistake is about to be made and can never be undone.

I urge you to read Eddie Panta’s April 30'" op-ed in City Limits, as he argues his points far better
than | am able to do here.

Thank you for taking the time to hear my thoughts.
Sincerely,
Hamilton H. Regen

44 Remsen Street, Apt 8
Brooklyn, New York 11201
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May 2, 2019 ay0934 3HL 404

RE: ESG/HAVEN GREEN ULURP HEARING — WRITTEN COMMENTS
Dear Council Members,

| am submitting my oppaosition to the Haven Green Project in writing as | will not be able to stay for the
entire hearing.

I'm enclosing a letter that ! sent to Mayor DeBlasio and Council Member Chin in December. | received no
response or acknowledgement from either.

{'m greatly troubled by the privatization of public spaces as an answer to our housing crisis. In particular
we should not be privatizing green spaces for any building developments, low income or not. The city
already has so little green space and it is green spaces that makes big cities, great cities and beautiful
cities that attract residents of all income levels. This “solution” is a failure of the mayor, council, city
planners and non-profit housing organizations to actually address the issue and develop a plan for
affordable housing.

| would also like you to consider that the majority of Little Italy/NoHo residents work. And it is very
difficult for them to show up at hearings like this one to show their support for the garden. But | know
when | talk to my neighbors they all hope the garden will be saved.

| hope you will do the right thing for New York and vote along with the Community Board 2 to deny
approval for the is project.

Sincerely,
Kari Thorstensen
640 Broadway 5A

New York, NY 10012



Mavyor Bill de Blasio
City Hall
New York, NY 10007

Council Member Margaret Chin
101 Lafayette St., Suite 903
New York, NY 10013

December 10, 2018

Dear Mayor De Blasio and Congress Member Chin,

I am writing to you as someone who is pro-Elizabeth Street Garden, pro-low-income housing and a Noho
resident. And as a constituent who attended the recent CB2 meeting on Haven Green, | am troubled.

| am troubled by how the project came about, | am troubled by the process, I'm troubled by the tiny lies
and exaggerations that obscure the real nature of the development. These, rather than creating support
from the community, create distrust, as if we are being purposely misled to garner our support.

In the name of transparency, it would be great if all parties involved with Haven Green could
acknowledge:

The housing in the project is not particularly LBGT-friendly — the city cannot discriminate
against anyone based on race, sex or gender. And to be more LBGT-friendly than other low-
income housing projects would be discriminatory to non-LBGT folks which, | believe, would be
illegal?

There is no “community space” in the building — there is office space for a non-profit (or two?
SAGE was not mentioned at the CB2 meeting). And while non-profit office space is considered
community space by zoning regulations, it’s not what any ordinary person would call community
space.

That publicly-accessible space is not public space, nor is it legally binding that It remain
accessible — accessible could mean between the hours of 1:00 pm and 2:00 pm, or is could
mean that “with all good intentions we were going to allow public access but too many people
were accessing it making our residents uncomfortable,” or “we had to spend way too much
money on maintaining the grass.”

That low-income housing for a “minimum of 60 years” — means that the building will become
market rate in 60 years unless there is a way for the developer to get out of the deal even
earlier. (really is there any developer in NYC who didn’t jump out of rent control the moment
they could?)

The proposed “alternate” sites are actually “additional” sites — Several times in the CB2
meeting the proposed alternate side was noted as unsuitable by HDP because of current
infrastructure needs by another city agency and/or because it wasn’t owned by HDP. Though at
the beginning of the meeting there was a comment that housing would also be build on the
alternate site and Habitat for Humanity in communications to me has implied the same. If so it
iis egregious not to be completely upfront about the intent to build on both sites.




But more than the spreading of the above propaganda, | am incredibly disappointed that the project
takes into account only one of the many constituents who make up our community. Yes, seniors need
affordable housing, so do families, so do single people. And those seniors, families and single people
need a lot of other things too.

Do you know how hard it is to raise a child in downtown Manhattan if you are not wealthy? When the
Children’s Aid Society sold their Sullivan Street property, we lost the only non-membership indoor
playroom in the neighborhood. When the NYU Key Park is demolished, we will lose the only safe, clean
AND large playground in the neighborhood. (Washington Square is too packed to even walk through
from May to Sept, the playgrounds along Houston Street are disgustingly dirty, DiSalvo is a small
concrete square easily accessible from the street — and if it was used for senior housing in exchange for
playground equipment on the ESG site, no one would care a whit.)

How is it that there are no community amenities planned for Haven Green that benefit the surrounding
neighborhood, yet Habitat for Humanity will receive office space in the building at a drastically reduced
rate? What is it about their mission -- housing preservation and advocacy -- that is best accomplished
from office space on the ESG site? What is it about their mission that is serving the families and other
resident that are giving up precious outdoor space? What is it that is so important about their mission
that they should receive a sweetheart deal on rent in prime real estate location while 100’s of other
equally worthy non-profits in the city also need affordable office space?

In my 18 years living in New York City, there are three places where I've experienced community -- the
feeling that in this big city of millions of residents that | actually belong, and here are the people and the
place that are my responsibility. | found this at worship and the many community events held at Judson
Memorial Church, socializing with other moms at the NYU Key Park, and watching my son chase fire flies
with other neighborhood kids at the Elizabeth Street Garden. What they have in common is they are
free spaces, open to everyone, where people can just be. What’s even rarer in NYC than HPD owned lots
available for developing housing? Rarer than green space? Free places like these that we can return to
again and again that give us a sense of belonging.

The goals for Haven Green should be three-fold as to address all the community constituents - 1)
provide low-income senior housing, 2) provide real services and space for the community, and 3)
generate quality foot traffic for local businesses. Its over-arching mission should be to foster community.
Haven Green’s focus on #1 at the expense of the surrounding residents and businesses and does great
damage to the fabric of the community.

| worked in the early nineties for the Pike Place Market Foundation. We raised funds for housing and
housing services located in the vibrant, mix-income Pike Place Market, which was and still is a model for
urban development. | know when you consider the needs of all constituents in the community
something magical happens; the constituents take care of each other, businesses provide free meals,
free hair-cuts, donate to the food bank, higher income residents take all the tags off the holiday giving
tree, they charter a bus to take seniors on a trip, they volunteer at the senior center, at fundraisers. . .
because the low-income residents are seen as vital part of the community.

The Haven Green project shows a complete lack of imagination by the City in approaching and resolving
our housing crisis and of being good stewards of the precious few open spaces that are left. You can
leave your last tefis checking of the box of your list of accomplishments “provided 130 more new units




of low-income housing” but really, what accomplishment is that when the net-net is thousands of
people who just lose -- a space that made their days just a bit brighter and space that makes them feel
a little bit more connected to their neighbors — without gaining anything?

Mayor De Blasio, you are quoted in Vogue magazine as calling Haven Green a “Solomonic Decision” —
That is a misreading of the story of King Solomon. He did not make a decision between two equally valid
parties where one would win and the other would lose. He used his wisdom to find a way to determine
the true mother. | doubt he ever planned to destroy the baby. And there is no baby here. There is a
garden that one side is quite happy to destroy, without regard to the needs of the other.

You both seem to feel so right in your decision that there can be no discussion of alternatives or real
compromises. | ask you to take a step back from that certainty, though the wheels are in motion on
Haven Green, you still have time to step up — step up to lead, putting it on a new track and ensuring that
this is not a one winner and one loser in a zero-sum game.

Sincerely,

o Z—

Kari Thorstensen

640 Broadway, 5A

New York, NY
Kari.thorstensen@gmail.com

Copied to:
Community Board #2, Manhattan, 3 Washington Square Village, #1A, New York, NY 10012
Karen Haycox, Habitat for Humanity New York, 111 John Street, 23™ Floor, New York, NY 10038
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Phe building will cover approximately 62% of the site and the apartments
will be for family housing. 'The number of rooms per acre is 765.

Yhe securilty systeom proposed for the benafit of rosidents consists of a
tandem bell-buzzer connected to each apartment and to the lobby.

The Plan and Project, together with the zoning analysis and other data to
be submitted to the City planning Commission, makes provision for height
and bulk of structures, density of population and percentaye of land
coverage by structures which conform to the purpases of Section 114 of
the Private Housing Finance taw and to the Master plan of the City of

New York insofar as adopted. The density of the population contoemplated
by the project hears appropriate relationship to the distribution of
population in other parts of the city.

Existing and planned public facilities, planned streets, provisions for
light and air, and eultural and recreational facilities are adeguale for
the density of population contemplated by the project and conform to the
purposes of the Private Housing Finance Law.

Penant selection will be in conformance with U.S. Dept. of Housing and
Urban bevelopment requlations.

Hanayement will be provided by gither Joerome Relson Associates, a
liconsed, experienced, managenent oryanization or by another agent either
of which will be subject 1O approval of HPD.

penant selection will be pade after consulting with community roepresontatives B
and will comply with all reynirements of HPD.

Management will be provided by either U/ZA Management Corp., An affiliate
of Jorome Belson Assocliates,; a licensed, experiﬂnced,'manaqement
organization or by anhother agent, either of which will be subject to
approval of HFD.

renant selection will be made after consulting with community representatives
and will comply with all regquirements of HPD.

as part of this Plan and Project, LIRA Apartments shall maintain an off
site recrcational area which shall be developed on city owned land
{Block 493, portion of Lot 41), by the City thrcugh its iInterim Site
Improvement Program, in such manper and for such length of time as will
be set forth in a Maintenance Agruonent to b entered into between

LIRA Apartments and the City of New York, which Agreement shall be
attached to and made part of the Land Disposition Agreement between
LIRA Apartments and the city.

7/2/80




City to Revive and Refurbish Littie Italy - The New York Times 5/2/19, 9:21 AM
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City to Revive and Refurbish Little Italy

By GLENN FOWLER  SEPT. 20, 1974

About the Archive
This is a digitized version of an article from The Times’s print archive, before the start of online

publication in 1996. To preserve these articles as they originally appeared, The Times does not alter,
edit or update them.

Occasionally the digitization process introduces transcription errors or other problems. Please send
reports of such problems to archive_teedback@nytimes.com. '

Mayor Beanie announced plans yesterday to restore and strengthen Little Italy, the
neighborhood on the Lower East Side that generations of Italian immigrants have
been proud to call home but that has fallen prey to neglect.

Timing his announcement with the Festival of San Gennaro, the fair taking
place this week on Mulberry Street in the heart of Little Italy, Mr. Beame called for
a “risorgimento” — a resurgence — that would upgrade the residential and
commercial area.

Two proposals that will be implemented at once are construction of a 600-
pupil elementary school and 180~unit moderate-income apartment house at
Elizabeth and Spring Streets and the refurbishing of De Salvio Park at Mulberry
and Spring Streets — the only public park in Little, Italy.

Other proposals call for 520 additional housing units on seven scattered sites,
rehabilitation of older housing, restoration and preservation of historic storefronts
and a program of economic development to attract new businesses and jobs. Social
services would be increased, with ‘ambulatory and geriatric-care facilities and
community programs for youths and the aged.

file://Users/Guest/Deskiop/City % 20to % 20Revive %20and % 20Refu... % 20L1ttle % 20Maly % 20-%20The % 20New% 20York % 20Times.webarchive Page 1 of 3



May 2, 2019
NY City Council
Letter in support of Haven Green

I have had the good fortune to have both lived and worked in the neighborhood
since 1977. Being a long-time resident does not give me special privileges, but
rather obligates me to share with the newly arriving and certainly with the less
fortunate. We are now one of the wealthiest communities in this country, we can
work together and we can do better.

I'have designed and installed green roofs and gardens throughout our city. The New
York Times recently reprinted an Oliver Sacks essay that beautifully illustrates the
importance of a garden. My love for gardens however is not inconsistent with my
support for Haven Green.

Those that oppose this housing say that it should just be built somewhere else. The
reality is that there are many more possible locations for gardens than there are for
housing. Unlike housing, a garden can be adapted to many different spaces. Just as
a derelict rail line was transformed into the High Line Garden, Elizabeth Street itself
- not the current garden but the street itself - could have a beautiful garden laid over
- it. This is not at all far-fetched. Similar to the High Line, a garden can be created in
shallow soil and without breaking the pavement. Political will is more difficult, but
just this week Scott Stringer put forward a proposal he calls ‘Pavement to
Playgrounds’. Why not pavement to gardens starting with Elizabeth Street?

Our Borough President supports Haven Green, but she wants it to include 30% more
open space. Instead, we should be asking that Haven Green provide 30% more
apartments. The building will be on the north side of the site, an extra floor or two
would have zero downside, yet provide more homes.

I volunteer with Visiting Neighbors, an organization that helps our elderly. Many of
the people I assist are essentially trapped on the upper floors of old walk-up
buildings. They are trapped because they cannot afford to move into more suitable
accessible housing. Qur community can do better by helping to get Haven Green
built as quickly as possible.

Let’s not think small. Let’s not pit gardens against housing. Let’s take back our
streets for better uses than storing and moving cars. Let’s build housing on every
available lot. Most importantly let’s consider those in need before serving ourselves.

Thank you,

Christopher Goode
646-337-8824
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FOR THE RECORD , ,
If you think this has anything to do witty,, ,

elderly homeless you believe rocks grow. 2
This is Real-estate development period. This
proposed building will go to fair market
housing in time and as we know Realestate
developers can wait, the community can’t.

We need green spaces not basketball courts
or soccer fields as in Sara D park on Christy
st. or rat infested playgrounds like !
on Spring and Thomson st. My grandson is %
afraid to go into either of those parks. We livez
and nurtured this neighborhood Little ltaly, 2
not the developers who named it NOLITA.

We made this place a neighborhood people
want to come to and this garden is an
essential part of our community, built and
used by natural selection not bureaucratic
myopia. You can’t sell off wonderful property
like on Forsyth st. & Lafayette st. where
buildings already exist and start construction
projects in an area rancid with construction
projects. Something stinks in this pork

barrel. John Campo Supports the Garden’
L 4 Bowew
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% Haven Green Project
May 2,2019
30 el u/ }dn gj“ayjj Q(Z’
e As along-term IPN resident and hoy}{ng aréi la é dvocate, I am so

grateful to have a chance to raise my family, contribute to my community
and age in place in a neighborhood that I’ve fought to protect.

Stories like mine shouldn’t be the exception — we should all have an
opportunity to age with dignity within our communities.

Projects like Haven Green will afford more than 123 seniors a chance to do
this in the historic neighborhood Little Italy — including dozens of
homeless seniors who have been desperately waiting for a stable, safe
home of their own.

It will also create a beautiful open space that’s truly accessible and
welcoming of people of all ages, incomes and walks of life.

Instead of buying into a narrative that paints affordable housing as
something that could destroy a community, we need to uplift the stories
that show affordable housing as an asset —and a meaningful opportunity to
~preserve the character of the community.

It’s time that our leaders do the right thmg and support a plan that could
change lives for the better.
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Kirsten Theodos - oppose Haven Green development at Elizabeth Street
Garden

My name is Kirsten Theodos and I strongly oppose the Haven Green project.
Everyone in the city agrees that NYC is in an affordable housing crisis. And
while we desperately need to create affordable apartments for NYers I ask
this question: “At the expense of what?” The Elizabeth Street Garden is
only one example of Mayor de Blasio’s “Build Baby Build” administration
stealing public assets to be handed over to private developers. In fact, its
already happened to our libraries, kid’s playgrounds and parkland in the
Bronx. Should we demolish all of our gardens, libraries, playgrounds and
parkland into obiivion for the sake of *air quotes* “affordable housing?”

The truth is the City refuses to effectively manage the low-income housing it
already has, thus establishing the premise that the private sector is the only
way to create affordable housing. Another truth is the de Blasio
Administration is completely controlled by the Real Estate Board of New York
also known as REBNY. Today the Daily News reported de Blasio’s deputy
mayors, commissioners and high-ranking aides had at least 358 meetings
and talks with both commercial and in-house lobbyists in just 11 months.
In-house lobbyists who got meetings with top city officials include the
President of REBNY, John Banks himself. It’s also recently been reported
that the de Blasio administration opted to buy 17 buildings from notorious
slumlords Podolsky brothers to be converted into affordable housing and the
lawyer who represented them in the portfolio sale is Frank Carone, a
longtime de Blasio ally and fundraiser. In the case of the Haven Green
project, the developer has teamed up with RiseBoro. According to
RiseBoro’s website, one of their Board Members is Frank Carone. So this is
just another one of de Blasio’s many Pay2Play scandals involving city owned
land to be given away to private developers. If the city green lights this
project it will be the most egregious developer giveaway since Rivington
House. SHUT IT DOWN.
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LiveOn NY Testimony in Support of Haven Green

LiveOn NY proudly supports Haven Green, an exciting project that aligns with our mission to make New York
a better place to age. Both RiseBoro Community Partnership and SAGE, both of whom will provide services on
this project, are members of LiveOn NY, and are members of our Affordable Senior Housing Coalition.

New York City faces an unprecedented affordable housing crisis. As found in LiveOn NY’s 2016 study, more
than 200,000 low-income seniors in New York City languish on wait lists for affordable housing, and that is just
within the HUD 202 senior housing system. This affordable housing crisis is intensified as the cost of renting or
purchasing apartments and the cost of living continues to rise, which is particularly detrimental to seniors who
often live on a fixed income.

Haven Green will provide much needed 123 units of affordable, LGBTQ friendly, senior housing as well as a
range of services, new neighborhood retail, community space and neighborhood gardens. The development
team of Pennrose LLC, Habitat for Humanity NYC and Riseboro Community Partnership, as well as SAGE
who will also offer services, have community-based and senior services experience that will benefit the future
tenants and the community.

For seniors, the dire need affordable housing with services cannot be overstated, as rent-burden often leads to
adverse life choices such as skipping meals or medicine to afford rent. Affordable housing is consistently
included in what is needed for a community to be considered “age-friendly”, a priority of both the state and city
government, and one we should all work to support.

Not only will Haven Green serve the eldest among us, but the development will be a vibrant and necessary
resource for the entire community as it provides numerous opportunities for communal use. Services to support
seniors aging in place, community gardens, retail and other services can be enjoyed by residents and the
surrounding community. Further, seniors who are able to age in community surrounded by the networks they
have maintained are invaluable sources of community and civic activism in their neighborhoods. Co-located
services will allow them to live independently in the neighborhoods they call home.

We know there are many important factors to consider when making decisions that affect the community and
we greatly appreciate you keeping the needs of seniors in mind when making these policy considerations.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Haven Green.
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Statement in Opposition to the Elizabeth Street Haven Green Development

Date: May 2, 2019
Place: New York City Council Public Hearing

Name: Siegrid Raible /5/&55,/ KhrpLE
Address: 160 Bleecker Street, Apt. 5E, New York, NY 10012

| have lived in my present apartment for close to 40 years. | am opposed to the
development of this project for two reasons.

1. I hardily support affordable apartment development for both seniors and
homeless seniors. But | do not support this proposed development. Over the last
two/three years | have attended many of the Community Board forums and meetings
regarding the development of the Elizabeth Street Garden. | object to this development
because there is a vacant city owned parcel located at 388 Hudson Street which would
provide far more than the 121/123 tiny single room occupancy senior living units
proposed by Habitat for Humanity and the developers. The community was presented
with this plan developed by the "three men in a room" (in this case Habitat for Humanity,
the city's representatives and the developer) as a done deal. The pitch to the community
was that "it could develop/design the small portion of the garden that the developers
carved out for the new "garden." | have been told that the public will only have access
to the privately owned space from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. As part of the deal Habitat for
Humanity will be afforded 11,000 square feet at a below market rent because it is
considered a "community use" organization when in reality it will be used by Habitat as
office space.

The Hudson Street parcel was never discussed.

Once the plan was presented, community residents and store owners as well as
Community Board 2, and many elected officials joined together to oppose the
development and have remained opposed to this development. Even so the proponets
wish to go forward with the plan notwithstanding the community's objections. This is not
what democracy looks like.

2. The second reason for my opposition relates to the late Oliver Sachs
opinion piece which appeared in the New York Times Sunday, April 18th edition,



entitled Oliver Sacks: The Healing Power of Gardens which is excerpted from
"Everything in lts Place,” a collection of his essays. Dr. Sachs is famous for his
neurological research which was popularized in the movie "Awakenings.” In the
opening to this piece he states "As a writer, | find gardens essential to the creative
process; as a physician, [ take my patients to gardens whenever possible." He goes on
to say "In my 40 years of medical practice, [ have found only two types of non-

pharmaceutical therapy' to be vitally important for patients ...: music and gardens"

[emphasis supplied]. As part of the opinion piece there is a photo of people enjoying
themselves at the Elizabeth Street Garden. | think the article (with the photo) speaks for
itself (and me). (I have attached a copy of the article to this statement.)

| want to point out that | live two blocks south of Washington Square Park. It is
always crowded with tourists and New Yorkers. But it is as its name states a park.
There is greenery, but not as extensive as the green space at the Elizabeth Street
Garden. The garden is an oasis and serves as both a space for meditation as well as
healing. It is a community garden formed and supported by the community. This is a
unique space and we shouldn't pave paradise and put up housing when there is an
alternative site which would provide far more residential units (and possibly units with
enough space for senior couples).
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Opinion

Oliver Sacks: The Healing
Power of Gardens

Even for people who are deeply disabled neurologically, nature can be more
powerful than any medication.

By Oliver Sacks
Dr, Sacks was a neurclogist and author. He died in 2015,

April 18, 2019
This is an excerpt from “Everything in Its Place,” a posthumous collection of writings by Dr. Sacks.

As a writer, I find gardens essential to the creative process; as a physician, I take my patients to gardens whenever possible, All of us have had the experience
of wandering through a lush garden or a timeless desert, walking by a river or an ocean, or climbing a mountain and finding ourselves simultaneously calmed
and reinvigorated, engaged in mind, refreshed in body and spirit. The importance of these physiological states on individual and community health is
fundamental and wide-ranging. In 40 years of medical practice, I have found only two types of non-pharmaceutical “therapy” to be vitally important for patients
with chronic neurological diseases: music and gardens.

The wonder of gardens was introduced to me very early, before the war, when my mother or Auntie Len would take me to the great botanical garden at Kew. We
had common ferns in our garden, but not the gold and silver ferns, the water ferns, the filmy ferns, the tree ferns I first saw at Kew. It was at Kew that I saw the
gigantic leaf of the great Amazon water lily, Victoria regia, and like many children of my era, I was sat upon one of these giant lily pads as a baby,

The Palm House at Kew Gardens in London. Mike Kemp/in Plctures, via Getty Images

As a student at Oxford, I discovered with delight a very different garden — the Oxford Botanic Garden, one of the first walled gardens established in Europe. It
pleased me to think that Boyle, Hooke, Willis and other Oxford figures might have walked and meditated there in the 17th century.



Hortus Botanicus in Amsterdam, Karen Massier/E+, via Getty Images

Itry to visit botanical gardens wherever I travel, seeing them as reflections of their times and cultures, no less than living museums or libraries of plants. I felt
this strongly in the beautiful 17th-century Hortus Botanicus in Amsterdam, coeval with its neighbor, the great Portuguese Synagogue, and liked to imagine how
Spinoza might have enjoyed the former after he had been excommunicated by the latter — was his vision of “Deus sive Natura” in part inspired by the Hortus?

The botanical garden in Padua is even older, going right back to the 1540s, and medieval in its design. Here Europeans got their first look at plants from the
Americas and the Orient, plant forms stranger than anything they had ever seen or dreamed of. It was here, too, that Goethe, looking at a palm, conceived his
theory of the metamorphoses of plants.

- tm -

Padua’s botanical garden, in Italy was founded in 1545 by Francesco Bonafede, professor of botany in the
medical school of Padua’s university. David Lees/Corbis, via VCG, via Getty Images

When I travel with fellow swimmers and divers to the Cayman Islands, to Curacao, to Cuba, wherever — I seek out botanical gardens, counterpoints to the



exquisite underwater gardens I see when I snorkel or scuba above them.

I have lived in New York City for 50 years, and living here is sometimes made bearable for me only by its gardens. This has been true for my patients, too. When
I worked at Beth Abraham, a hospital just across the road from the New York Botanical Garden, I found that there was nothing long-shut-in patients loved more
than a visit to the garden — they spoke of the hospital and the garden as two different worlds.
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People enjoying the Elizabeth Street Garden, in Manhattan. An Rong Xu for The New York Times

I cannot say exactly how nature exerts its calming and organizing effects on our brains, but I have seen in my patients the restorative and healing powers of
nature and gardens, even for those who are deeply disabled neurologically. In many cases, gardens and nature are more powerful than any medication.

My friend Lowell has moderately severe Tourette’s syndrome. In his usual busy, city environment, he has hundreds of tics and verbal ejaculations each day —
grunting, jumping, touching things compulsively. I was therefore amazed one day when we were hiking in a desert to realize that his tics had completely
disappeared. The remoteness and uncrowdedness of the scene, combined with some ineffable calming effect of nature, served to defuse his ticcing, to
“normalize” his neurological state, at least for a time.

An elderly lady with Parkinson’s disease, whom I met in Guam, often found herself frozen, unable to initiate movement — a common problem for those with
parkinsonism. But once we led her out into the garden, where plants and a rock garden provided a varied landscape, she was galvanized by this, and could
rapidly, unaided, climb up the rocks and down again.



Awater tily at the New York Botanical Garden in February.
Timothy A. Claty/Agence France-Presse —Getty Images

I have a number of patients with very advanced dementia or Alzheimer’s disease, who may have very little sense of orientation to their surroundings. They
have forgotten, or cannot access, how to tie their shoes or handle cooking implements. But put them in front of a flower bed with some seedlings, and they will
know exactly what to do — I have never seen such a patient plant something upside down.

{Never be uninteresting, Read the most thought-provoking, funny, delightful and raw stories from The New York Times Opinion section. Sign up for our Sunday
Best newsletter.]

My patients often live in nursing homes or chronic-care institutions, so the physical envirenment of these settings is crucial in promoting their well-being, Some
of these institutions have actively used the design and management of their open spaces to promote better health for their patients. For example, Beth Abraham
hospital, in the Bronx, is where I saw the severely parkinsonian postencephalitic patients I wrote about in “Awakenings.” In the 1960s, it wasa pavilion
surrounded by large gardens. As it expanded to a 500-bed institution, it swallowed most of the gardens, but it did retain a central patio full of potted plants that
remains very crucial for the patients. There are also raised beds so that blind patients can touch and smell and wheelchair patients can have direct contact with
the plants.

Clearly, nature calls to something very deep in us. Biophilia, the love of nature and living things, is an essential part of the human condition. Hortophilia, the
desire to interact with, manage and tend nature, is also deeply instilled in us. The role that nature plays in health and healing becomes even more critical for
people working long days in windowless offices, for those living in city neighborhoods without access to green spaces, for children in city schools or for those in
institutional settings such as nursing homes, The effects of nature’s qualities on health are not only spiritual and emotional but physical and newrological. I have
no doubt that they reflect deep changes in the brain’s physiology, and perhaps even its structure.

Oliver Sacks was a neurologist and author of many books. This is an excerpt from the forthcoming collection of his essays, “Everything in Its Place.” He died In 2015.

Related
More by this writer

Opinion} Oliver Sacks
My Own Life reb. 19, 2015

Opinion | Oliver Sacks
Oliver Sacks: Sabbath ug 14,2015

The Times is commilted to publishing a diversily of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what Yyou think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips, And here’s our emaii: letters@nytimes.com,
Folfow The New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Twitter (@NYTopinion) and Instagram.

Aversion of tfiis articte Sppsers In print on Anril 21, 2018, on Page SR4 of the New York edition with the headline: The Healing Fowor of Gardens



Elizabeth St Garden

Who do the developers and the people in government—who
supposedly represent this community—think they are fooling
‘when the term “affordable housing “ is invoked to promote their
scheme? They know it is a sham and so does everyone else. And
certainly, in this case “affordable housing” and its contingencies
Is @ mockery.

That said, Elizabeth St. Garden is an oasis. Not only because of its
physical beauty, but it is also the essence of what community
should be, where conversations by young and old from all walks
of life exchange histories and futures. An oasis not just for the
neighborhood but for thousands of tourists, as well, who
desperately try to find the bits and pieces of the “real New York “
which still survive in the midst of the shopping mall that much of
the City has become. The Garden and this neighborhood
embodies that spirit of new and old New York.

Within a three block area of the Garden one third of the store
fronts are continually empty. These empty spaces are not viable,
except for tax write offs—but not for a functioning community.
The proposed development would only add to the glut. This kind
of greed is not sustainable, but the Garden is an oasis that
sustains life, Do Not let it be destroyed.

kate kobayashi
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| am Ce‘lestine Jones, and | would like to thank Council 00;«
i

Members for this opportunity to testify in support of senior
housing and in partic_ula? Haven Green. |

Increasingly)people that come to my center are in need of
affordable and accessible housing.

As p%e grow oIdeDtheir needs change and they may live in
walk-up buildings. They become homebound when they
become more dependent on mobility aids. The inability to
leave their home then becomes a vicious circle and the senior
becomes more isolated and in turn their health deteriorates.
Instead of being able to access the community and stay heaithy
and thrive}the actual cost for in-home services is greater to the
city.

Also as neighborhoods gentrify,seniors are beginning to live
more and more with family members in 2 or 3 family
households. We also are seeing an increase of seniors who are
going into shelter because there are no options to access senior
housing.

More accessible senior housing that offers space to participate
~in programs, meet other seniors and attend health and exercise
programs will enable us to live healthier lives and stay
connected to our communities. |
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Haven Green Rally Speech

- Tarrived at Riseboro in 2012 in the moment when [ was no longer able
to pay for rent with my mother, there were moments of suffering, and we saw
each other living in the streets. My mother had Alzheimers and [ was sick with
chronic illness. Senior affordable housing is vital, it allows for seniors to have
low cost accessible rent and on site services that offer support, and allows for

seniors to age in a way that makes the seniors feel appreciated and dignified.

I receive support from the service coordinator and property manager.
What has made a big difference in my life are the classes: the Yoga classes,
restored my inner harmony, the exercises have improved my mobility and
balance; the Zumba classes bring happiness, music and it fuels my will to live,
it has greatly improved fny overall health. The Painting claé;ses have allowed
me to discover my artistic abilities, build a connection with my inner most

feelings and it has furthered my learning. I have an extraordinary teacher.

Thank you for all of the good that Riseboro has brought into my life.
Thanks to the people who fight for our rights at an age where adulthood is
underestimated. I'd like to take this opportunity to support the construction of
Haven Green. Projects like this help defend our aging communities and allows

for access to just and equitable housing for disadvantaged and vulnerable

aging people.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Haven Green Rally Speech

Housing for the elderly is important because it gives you the
opportunity to live in a decent, dignified and happy way, for our last days..
Without the help of RiSeboro, I would live with the help of a relative or of a
friend. But we are old and in éll places that aren’t our own, we feel like a
hindrance to those who lend their homes to us. Thank you Riseboro, for giving

me this opportunity.

My stories of living in this home that Riseboro gives me has been
wonderful! I have the peace of mind to live my last days in joy and gratitude. I
thank Riseboro very much, because | couid notlive in an apartment like this
on my own means. For me it is very important to have the tranquility that

Riseboro gives me through all of the services granted to me.

My stories are one of fortune and luck, I have no words to say how
happy and grateful I am. Many other low-income seniors may also have the
opportunities that they have given me, if more people give their support to
organizations like Riseboro and to projects like Haven Green, which strive to
get affordable housing available to all seniors. [ formally give my support to

Haven Green.

CONFIDENTIAL



City Council meeting - May 2, 2019, City Hall Subcommittee room, 1 pm.

| would ask the Council to take needs of the Northern Llittle Italy area seriously and not
simply defer to our Councilperson, Margaret Chin. There is no green space in the area
which has become so congested that besides community and environmental reasons it
is now becoming necessary to maintain the Elizabeth Street Garden as a pressure
valve. The small, shaded, space allotted by Haven Green willl not suffice. The
Elilzabeth Street Garden, which looms large in our minds and to those who visit from all
over the world and all boroughs of New York City, is not actually that large - only half an
acre - but it is a unique treasure. To trash the large trees, statuary and growth would be
nearly criminal.

The Elilzabeth Street Garden allows visitors to breathe fresh air, see flowers bloom,
hear birdsong, watch butterflies, and talk with each other easily and in a relaxed way. it
provides a sop for excess water in this dangerous time of climate change, a fact that our
Mayor has realized in his collaboration with officials from Copenhagen in that city's
efforts to protect itself from damage due to water overflow.

Speaker Johnson in his role as Committeeperson from Chelsea arranged a swap in
order to save a garden in his district. The same thing can be done here since the City's
gravel lot on Hudson Street would be a perfect swap for the Elizabeth Street Garden
since the lot on Hudson Street would be able to support five times more housing than

- the Ellizabeth Street site besides providing green space for its residents.

Our Community Board 2 has issued a report that painstakingly detailed the reasons for
maintaining the Elizabeth Street Garden. Community boards have a clear advantage in
understanding community needs because they know the people and concerns of the
community so well and are available to listen and investigate in a way the
Councilperson cannot or does not. Community Board 2 supports the swap of Hudson
Street for Elizabeth Street and does hot support the use of the Hudson Street site
unless the Elizabeth Street Garden is saved.

I have been a resident in northern Little italy for 32 years, and am now a senior. | was
here to help federal and local police rid the area of drugs, and now need a green space
| can walk to. The Elilzabeth Street Garden is a place | need and love. There are other
long time residents who are like me in needing a green space they can walk to. Mayor
De Blasio publicized his desire to have nearly all New Yorkers be within walking
distance of a park. Now's the chance to deliver on that promise before it's too late.

Your input is near the end of the ULURP process. Please study the Community Board 2

report, listen to the voices of most City officials who support the Elizabeth Street
Gearden and vote yes to save the Elizabeth Street Garden. You will then be doing the

right thing.

Thank you.
Nina Taylor



HEARING OF
N.Y. CITY COUNCIL PRESERVATION SUB-COMMITTEE
MAY 2, 2019

COMMENTS OF MICHAEL S. GRUEN
ON BEHALF OF FRIENDS OF ELIZABETH STREET GARDEN

I am the attorney for Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden.

The subject project concerns two worthy social goals: housing for homeless persons and
open space for all. The issues are significant and deserve the informed and focused attention of
the Council.

Unfortunately, the Council is being asked to make a decision on the basis of a woeful
lack of essential information. Worse than that, much of the information it has is appallingly
misleading.

My purpose is to point out the difficulties you face in making a decision on the basis of
the information available to you.

I Environmental Impact.
A. The Conditioned Negative Declaration.

A Conditioned Negative Declaration by the Department Housing Preservation and
Development started the ULURP process. A negative declaration means a formal determination
that there are no possible significant negative impacts from the project. A conditioned negative
declaration says that certain things must happen before there is certainty to the negative
declaration. In this case, the main open item is that HPD’s environmental study turned up a
likelihood that industrial uses on the property decades ago are likely to have left a residue of
industrial chemicals and petroleum products which present environmental hazards and must be
removed.

The mere statement of the issue presents a paradox. On the one hand, you have been
assured by the intended purpose of a negative declaration that there are no possible significant
environmental impacts. On the other hand, you are led to believe that, if any hazardous materials
are found upon testing that has not yet been conducted, they will be addressed. But you have no
assurance, and no information as to who will pay and how much it might be.

The paradox is magnified by further details. HPD’s environmental assessment
acknowledges, from the start, that this is a Type I action, meaning one that presumptively will
create significant environmental impacts, and presumptively requires a full-scale environmental



impact statement. The information about possible hazmats confirms the risk. But a negative
declaration says just the opposite.

Logically enough, SEQRA expressly provides that one cannot adopt a conditioned
negative declaration for a Type I site.

In sum, the negative declaration is legally invalid. It is also logically invalid. It gives
you none of the assurance you need in order to understand what the hazmat problem means and
what its resolution will entail. It shoves the issues under the rug of what the preparer would
obviously like you to believe is a minor condition.

B. The Loss of Open Space.

Sometimes, in fact too often, writing an environmental assessment focuses more on
justifying what the sponsor wants to build than on what environmental impacts that goal might
trigger.

Here, in the interest of replacing a beautiful and successful public sculpture garden, with
low income housing, HPA has disserved the public and decision-makers acting on behalf of the
public. It has elevated the status of promoting the project above the obligation to protect the
environment. That is not the spirit of SEQRA’s fundamental purpose of integrating planning for
the environment with consideration of a project, from the earliest possible time, and giving
environmental issues a hard look at every step along the way.

In its environmental assessment, HPA makes a joke of the process. A prime example is
its superficial and utterly careless analysis of whether elimination of the Garden will
significantly affect the environment. Essentially its conclusion is that the subject area has very
little public open space; so little that taking away a piece of what little there is will be hardly
noticeable. '

The authors overlook that the CEQR Technical Manual explicitly points to a
diametrically contrary assessment: the more acute the lack of public open space there is in a
given area, the more attention should be paid to preserving even small spaces. The Manual
advises that, where public open space meets or exceeds the general minimum standard of 2.5
acres per 1,000 residents, it may be acceptable to allow reduction of as much as 5%. That
percentage of acceptable decline goes down as the base diminishes from the general standard.
As the Manual suggests, “the existing open space ration may be so low that even an open space
ratio change of less than 1 percent may result in potential significant open space impacts.” The
drop forecast here by the EAS is 2.24% (we compute it at 2.61%). And the current available
open space in the one-mile diameter study area is 0.193 acres per 1,000 inhabitants, or more than
90% below what the City considers a healthy minimum. Quantitatively, it is an exceptionally
dismal amount of open space. Fortunately, at least for the moment, the Elizabeth Street Garden
counters lack of space with excellence of design, programming and maintenance.



The authors of the EAS unconscionably ignored the advice of the CEQR Manual that the
very paucity of open space in the area militates in favor of preserving what there is of it. They
made matters worse by offhandedly suggesting that new residents of the site might avail
themselves of the park space of Washington Square, a border of which lies just beyond the half-
mile radius of the study area chosen because it is recommended as the generally appropriate
circle for such studies. If half a mile is the generally acceptable radius, should one think that
elderly people can readily hike further to reach open space? The EAS does not address that
issue. Nor does it address the obvious necessity of determining whether Washington Square is
already overused or must serve a substantial population beyond the half-mile radius defining the
project study area. If one is going to reach beyond the prescribed radius, then surely one must
consider the needs of the people living in the area of the expanded study and the sufficiency of
their open space for their needs. This EAS ignores that. They did not give anything
approaching a “hard look.”

. Shadows.

Shadows reduce the amount of sunlight reaching an affected area and may adversely
affect growth of trees and plants. The Manual requires that they must be considered. Shadow
diagrams in the EAS show significant increase in shadows over the entire property — particularly
the minimal planned open space on the west side of the lot — throughout the year. The EAS
totally discounts these on the ground that the shadows do not reach beyond the lot itself to other
surrounding lots. The Manual, however, indicates that, if new shadows would affect any part of
the subject lot that had formerly been free of shadows, they must be considered.

D. The upshot.

The absence of reliable environmental assessment stymies the Council and its reviewing
committees. It forces them to shortchange the public by making decisions in a vacuum of
information. All this adds up to treating the Council as a rubber stamp. Part of the problem is in
the structure of SEQRA; in theory, the reviewing governmental bodies must accept what the
adopted EAS says. But they do have the power to say NO. And that is certainly a viable means
of expressing the Council’s dissatisfaction with being asked to make a significant decision on the
basis of unsatisfactory, and even disingenuous, information. Because a court is likely to force a
new environmental assessment anyway, thereby compelling redoing the whole ULURP process,
this may be regarded as a quite satisfactory case for saying loud and clear: we will not put up
with being exploited.

Maneuvering to avoid having to do an EIS has significant side effects. For one thing, it
evades consideration of alternative solutions. The preparer of an EIS must consider alternative
solutions. The preparer of a negative declaration need not. Here, the City owns another parcel
within Community District 2, 388 Hudson Street. It is larger and would provide more housing



than the Garden site, and appears not to present any serious issues. It should be considered as an
alternative to the Garden site.

IL Zoning
CPC fails the Council by giving no review of zoning issues.

CPC neglects to advise you that the applicable zoning allows no more than 60% lot
coverage, mean that structures may cover only 60% of the area of the lot. (ZR 109-122). That
means that more than 8,000 square feet must be open. The plans call for only 6,700 square feet
of open space. Inevitably, that means fewer apartments.

Based on Community Board 2’s statement that apartments will measure 370 square feet,
it appears that about 21 apartments would be eliminated by reducing the footprint to fit the
zoning of the structure by 1,300 square feet. That is about a 17% reduction in the public purpose
of the project. (Commercial space would be reduced by another approximately 1,300 square
feet.)

Other zoning factors raise questions that, at this point, we do not have answers to:

Height: the Special Little Italy District allows a maximum building height of 75 feet.
Drawings of the project indicate that, including the mechanical bulkhead, the height will be 84 or
86 feet.

Floor area: the Special Little Italy District allows a floor area ratio of 4.1. The EAS
states the planned gross floor area of the building will be 92,761 square feet. CPC states, without
explanation, that FAR would be only 43,342 square feet and would come within the 4.1 FAR
maximum.

Assumption of extensive community facility space: This has been expressed in different
amounts in different papers, without explanation of the exact use. The CPC Report does not
mention it at all in its reference to allocation of floor area, with the implication that this space
may always have referred to office space for Habitat for Humanity.

1. Trust issues:

Petitioners have raised the issue that the western portion of the project parcel, in 1824,
became the subject of a charitable dedication to permanent use for educational purposes, and
remained subject to that dedication when transferred to the City for use of the Board of
Education in 1855. Community Board 2 discussed the issue in its report on the project. I
understand that the Chair of CPC asked about the issue at the CPC hearing and requested that
HPD provide a legal assessment. CPC’s report, however says nothing about the issue.
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IV.  Financing

Through earlier stages of ULURP, it was stated that the project would be designated as an
Urban Development Action Area Project (UDAAP). Arguably, that would have justified the
intended $1 selling price, exemption from real property taxation, and other benefits. In the
course of proceedings before the City Planning Commission, that plan was dropped. We are
unaware of why, but one good reason would have been, as we had urged, that the necessary
finding that the property or surroundings are “blighted” or “slum,” had no conceivable
justification.

Whatever the reason, the abandonment of UDAAP designation changes the financial
picture and raises the question how this project will be financed. Is the Council being asked to
approve a project that may never be built, but may readily, and with little cost, proceed to the
point of destroying the existing Garden? Is that what the Council wants? We think you have a
right, even an obligation, to know.



Peter Davies
548 Broadway #5A
New York, NY 10012

May 2, 2019

Adrienne E. Adams, Chair

Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses
New York City Council

City Hall

New York, NY 10007

hearings@council.nyc.gov

Re: Haven Green, Manhattan
Testimony in OPPOSITION

199-207 Elizabeth Street/222-230 Mott Street
T2019-4324

ULURP No.: C 190184 HAM

Council District 1; Community Board 2

Support for Preservation of the Elizabeth Street Garden

Dear Chair Adams and Committee members,

My name is Peter Davies, a senior citizen resident of the Little Italy / SoHo neighborhoods, and I
testify today in opposition to the proposal for 199-207 Elizabeth Street / 222-230 Mott Street in
Manhattan (aka Haven Green), which if allowed to proceed will result in the utter destruction of a
beautiful and much needed local green space. As a 40-year resident of this park starved community
[ urge you to deny the proposed action.

My neighbors and others will explain in more detail additional options for the citing of affordable
senior housing at other locations within Community Board 2, options that are fully supported by a
long roster of elected representatives who serve constituents throughout the local community.
Concerned folks will also more fully describe the current and on-going benefits of this very special
publicly-owned land in the Little Italy neighborhood, important not only to our local community but
also to New Yorkers and others of all ages - toddlers, schoolchildren, local residents, nearby
workers, world travelers, and others seeking beauty and solace - all who make use of this unique
and glorious green space, known far and wide as the Elizabeth Street Garden.

Thank you in advance for your consideration and attention to this very important matter.

Sincerely,

Peter Davies



Save Elizabeth Street Garden - Bill Rabinovitch

12-02-19

As a well known NYC artist I’ve attended over a dozen events & meetings over recent years
connected with Saving the Elizabeth Street Garden & have often spoken out during them. I’ve
also done many related images I’ve done on Facebook seen around the world as FB has now
notified me I have over 160,000 Likes putting me in the top half of 1% of all Facebook users ( of
over 2 Billion users ) in terms of popularity. with some of mine about Saving the Garden. To
destroy the garden is a major travesty to the life of Downtown NY C.where there are several
clearly identifiable nearby spaces that could be used instead having no negative Impact. Do not
vote to destroy the Garden. | am doing a major painting for a major museum on the scale of
Guernica so this issue is never going to diminish for you.

Bill Rabinovitch

SoHo resident

Rabinart@aol.com
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| came to New York more than a decade ago, homeless and tempest-tost like many of the
immigrants that make up this grand city. Soon | made Little Italy my home; there | met who
would become my husband; there we moved in together, spending afternoons and Sundays at
Elizabeth Street Garden with friends & family, with neighbors and their children, or alone,
basking in the sun, sharing lunch, looking at the rare Manhattan view of the sky open above our
heads. There we will get married this year, and with friends and family we will celebrate in this
garden. Please don'’t take it away from us.

In a district with the lowest ratio of open space in the city (0.07 acres per 1,000 residents, while
the citywide goal is 2.50), we naturally seek refuge there. Elizabeth Street Garden, with its
bushes and trees and flowers, is the only marker of seasons in the area, buzzing with life in
spring, calm and nostalgic in the fall. ’'m expecting a daughter now. If you take the garden away
from us, where will | take her to touch a blade of grass for the first time, to smell the lavender, to
see a butterfly spread her wings and soar into the air? Where will | take her to walk barefoot and
sleep under a tree? And most importantly, where will | teach her about community and
togetherness, about the importance of pausing from the hectic pace of the city streets to spend
time with neighbors and fellow New Yorkers? Where will | teach this young American, that this
togetherness, and nothing else, this sharing of common time and space and caring for each
other and not the luxury retail or the fake and fleeting “affordable housing”, is what makes the
government of the people, by the people, and for the people, that is, the reason why so many of
us call America home, possible?

Please don’t take the garden away from us; it’s not yours to have it, it’s ours.



Testimony in OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development
To the Mayor and City Council.

This is a attack on our constitutional right to own land that is legally provided to the people by the
people. What more needs to be said? If this garden is taken away. The community should be dug up and
taken away just as the garden is so called prospered to be. Those in favor of the Haven Green
Development have no soul and have no experience with the love of nature. The city has plenty of old
parking lots and garages to destroy. Why take away the renewable source of oxygen and the elimination
of green house gases from society. This additional building and use of material only leads to our demise
and the destruction of Mother Nature. it is our destiny to save the very thing that gave us the possibility
of life. This is in humane

There is plenty Realestate all over the five boroughs where this “housing for the ‘needy’” skeme can be
Hatched.

I've been going to this garden for half of my life. It'll be as if my life has been stolen if this project were
to be approved.

| OPPOSE THE IDEA OF DESTROYING ELIZABETH STREET GARDEN

JONATHAN AARON RAFTERY
W 17th Street

New York, NY

10011



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

we desparately need more -- not less -- green space in lower manhattan. build elsewhere!

elizabeth gaynor
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May 2, 2019

City Council Members
City Hall
New York, NY 10007

Dear Speaker Johnson and City Council Members:

We strongly oppose this ill-advised development plan which seeks to
bulldoze one of the community’s most popular and enchanting open
green spaces.

Proponents of the development have followed a nasty and divisive
strategy of portraying this as an either/or situation wherein you can
only have a garden or affordable housing. Why can’t we have both --
affordable housing and garden?

We urge the Councilmembers to follow the very reasonable proposal
made by Community Board 2: Build the affordable housing in one
of the alternate sites, such as a parking lot.

Lost in all of this is the fact that the very large building adjacent to
the Elizabeth Street Garden’s south side is Section 8 affordable
housing, the residents of which will lose their lovely views and easy
access to the garden if this development goes through. This situation
reminds me of the Progressive era slogan “Bread and Roses.”

In this current situation, the community supports the basic
essentials—the bread of affordable housing--but also wants the roses,
the beautiful things such as this enchanting garden green space.

The Elizabeth Street Garden is one of the Little Italy area’s few open
green spaces. A jewel in this community, its brings joy to residents
and tourists, and contributes to the allure, value and economic
vitality of the community.


http://www.boweryalliance.org/
mailto:mulbd@yahoo.com

Thank you to the many elected officials who have supported the garden’s
preservation.

We urge the City Councilmembers to reject this development plan, and instead
support CB2’s smart and reasonable alternative plan to have the affordable housing
project built at an alternative site such as the parking lot. Build affordable housing
but do not destroy this beautiful garden green space.

Give us bread, but also give us roses!
Sincerely,

David Mulkins



THE CITY IS NOT BUILDING HOUSING ON
EVERY AVAILABLE CITY-OWNED SITE

Good morning, my name is Susan Wittenberg and | am a long time Soho resident, a
filmmaker and board member of CB2.

| am testifying in OPPOSITION to the Haven Green development that will destroy our
beloved Elizabeth Street Garden.

| would like to correct a critical misconception.

The city is not building housing on every available city-owned site. Here are
several nearby examples:

1. The city is not building housing in Union Square, it is building a tech center —
office space.

2. The city did not build housing at 19 East Houston Street — it sold the site for
private office space. In the East Village, the city allowed a de Blasio campaign
fundraiser and a NYC EDC board member to demolish five walk-up tenements
with hundreds of units of affordable housing for the 285-room Moxy hotel.

3. On the Lower East Side, the city lifted the Rivington House deed restriction and
allowed a private sale, ignoring the mayor’s staff recommendation to use the site
for affordable housing?.

4. And in 2015, the NYC EDC issued an RFP to develop 137 Centre Street to
provide funding for Downtown Community Television Center, Inc., a local
nonprofit media arts center — not for affordable housing.? This RFP still remains
outstanding and this site also remains another viable alternative for affordable
housing.

| urge you to vote no on the proposed development and pursue a win-win alternative.
Build up to 5x as much senior housing at an Alternative city-owned site and save
Elizabeth Street Garden.

Thank you.

Susan Wittenberg
swittl10@gmail.com

1 Smith, Greg B., “Covered-up memo reveals reveals de Blasio officials weighed pros and cons of selling Rivington
House for condos” Daily News, July 26, 2016. https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/de-blasio-officials-covering-

deed-restriction-memos-article-1.2727068.

2 NYCEDC Announces Request for Proposals to Revitalize 137 Centre Street in Lower Manhattan, February 20,
2015. https://www.nycedc.com/press-release/nycedc-announces-request-proposals-revitalize-137-centre-street-
lower-manhattan.ny
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May 1, 2019

Adrienne E. Adams, Chairwoman

New York City Council Subcommittee on
Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses
250 Broadway, Suite 1877

New York, NY 10007

RE: Haven Green project; Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and
Maritime Uses

Dear Chairwoman Adams and Council Members,

Thank you for this opportunity to submit written testimony on behalf of The Cultural
Landscape Foundation (TCLF) concerning the Elizabeth Street Garden. TCLF is a
Washington, D.C.-based education and advocacy non-profit established in 1998 with a
mission to “connect people to places.” The foundation, created by New York native
Charles A. Birnbaum, is considered a leading national authority on the country’s
landscape legacy. TCLF hosts the most comprehensive free, online database of the
nation’s cultural landscape legacy—the What’s Out There database; it has produced
more than a dozen award-winning video oral histories with leading landscape architects
in the United States, including New York-based practitioners M. Paul Friedberg and
Nicholas Quennell; it has organized and curated critically acclaimed traveling exhibitions,
including The Landscape Architecture Legacy of Dan Kiley, which was shown at the Center
for Architecture on LaGuardia Place; and it has created print and online guides to New
York City and cities throughout the country.

TCLF considers the Elizabeth Street Garden to be a nationally important cultural asset,
one that is unique to New York City and that cannot be replicated. The Elizabeth Street
Garden is not simply a generic swath of green space. In fact, because of the present
threat, the foundation has designated the garden as a Landslide nationally significant
landscape that is threatened and at-risk. Landslide is TCLF’s advocacy program, and the
Landslide designation has proved an effective means of preventing the destruction of
significant sites in New York City, including the Frick Collection’s viewing garden on East
70" Street, designed by Russell Page; the modernist plaza at 140 Broadway, with Isamu
Noguchi’s iconic Red Cube; and Sunnyside Gardens in Queens.

As you know, the Elizabeth Street Garden was not the brainchild of a department,
bureau, or committee who analyzed and processed a plan backed by tax-payer dollars; it
was conceived as an individual act of beneficence, creativity, and neighborhood
improvement—something both personal and communal at the same time. The Elizabeth
Street Garden is a place where two longstanding, local traditions happily converge:
community activism and outsider art. Local gallery owner Allan Reiver leased the vacant
plot from the City of New York in 1991 and brought the garden to life on his own. In that

The Cultural Landscape Foundation
1711 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 200, Washington, DC 20009
TEL / 202.483.0553 FAX/ 202.483.0761
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way, the Elizabeth Street Garden is planted squarely in the tradition of the Liz Christy
Community Garden, another local green space that took root in 1973 when Ms.

Christy and her ‘Green Guerillas’ transformed an abandoned lot in Manhattan’s Bowery
neighborhood into an abundant vegetable garden. The urban community-garden
movement that Christy helped ignite eventually spread throughout the country, and the
garden was honored in 2013 with a listing in the National Register of Historic Places as
part of the Bowery Historic District, which thus has a designated period of significance
that spans nearly 350 years, from 1626 to 1975.

For the Elizabeth Street Garden, Reiver not only cleaned up the lot and planted grass,
trees, and shrubs, but he also envisioned something that was a unique artistic
expression. After salvaging architectural ornaments from once-celebrated buildings that
had been demolished, he carefully realized a community-garden design, strategically
repurposing and siting statuary, structures, and garden features from his personal
collection. In this way, the Elizabeth Street Garden is an Outsider Art garden—a
landscape representing an individual artistic expression, conceived by a non-professional
designer and executed in a creative style all its own. Ginia Bellafante of the New York
Times recognized as much in an article on March 15, 2019, when she referred to the
garden as the creation of “an outsider artist named Allan Reiver.”

The statuary collection at the Elizabeth Street Garden includes a pair of marble columns
and an iron gazebo designed by the Olmsted Brothers firm for Burrwood (the former
home of Walter Jennings), and a stone-and-granite balustrade designed by French
landscape architect Jacques-Henri-Auguste Gréber. The balustrade was salvaged from
the 36-acre Lynnewood Hall, considered to be one of the largest Gilded Age mansions in
the Philadelphia area. Reiver has gifted both the gazebo and the former balustrade
(which now serves as a bridge between outdoor garden rooms) to the garden in
perpetuity. These are important elements that bear witness to the Country Place Era, a
bygone period in estate design from around 1890 to 1930. In 2013 a group of community
members worked with Reiver to further revitalize the site, opening it to the public to
serve as a center of energy in a community where open space is in short supply.

In brief, Reiver transformed a once-vacant lot into a rare and beloved public landscape
that should be viewed as a unique and irreplaceable artistic expression in the tradition of
Watts Towers in Los Angeles and Opus 40 in Saugerties, New York, which are,
respectively, listed as a National Historic Landmark and a National Register-designated
property.

Site-specific works of art in the landscape, like the Elizabeth Street Garden, rank among
the most organic and historically significant representations of our cultural identity and
are often the most threatened. The recent book World Heritage and National Registers:
Stewardship in Perspective echoes that statement, finding that visionary-art
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environments are “nationally significant historic resources...Without the national
recognition afforded by programs such as the National Register of Historic Places, these
historic visionary-art environments face an almost insurmountable challenge of
garnering the support necessary to maintain these delicate and rapidly vanishing sites.”

The Elizabeth Street Garden falls within the Chinatown and Little Italy Historic District,
which is listed in the State and National Registers of Historic Places and was designated a
New York City Landmark in 1998. However, the garden is not currently listed as a
contributing feature in these historic designations. The Liz Christy Garden was also once
an unrecognized landscape feature within an historic district. Fortunately, it was listed in
the National Register of Historic Places as part of the updated Bowery National Register
Historic District in 2013.

As noted earlier, the Elizabeth Street Garden is not generic green space; it is an artistic
expression that is unique to New York City and should be considered in its totality. TCLF
thus believes that every effort should be made to prevent its demolition and that the
National Register designation for the landscape should be advanced as part of a
commitment to ‘best practices’ by the city, an act that could ultimately lead to the
Elizabeth Street Garden’s listing in the National Register of Historic Places as a work of
outsider art, one that could never be recreated today or in the future.

Sincerely,

—

Charles A. Birnbaum, FASLA, FAAR
President + CEO
The Cultural Landscape Foundation



Dear New York City Council,

| have lived in Little Italy for over 15 years, my grandparents were born in the neighborhood, even my
great grandparents were a working part of this historic community. | care deeply about its past, present

and future.
The proposed Development on the Garden Site would be a painful destruction of one of our local
treasures, and of great detriment to the short term, and long term health of our Community.

There is no need to pit basic human needs against one another, especially when there is a great solution
for real compromise in our own district.

The empty, city-owned, gravel lot at 388 Hudson would provide five times as much housing as the
proposed development, with additional public open space to share.

Let’s make the decision that will give low income seniors a place to live and their grandchildren a place

to play.

Respectfully,

Kaya Ottaviano Stuart



| wish to strongly oppose the proposed development of housing on the Elizabeth Street Garden site.
The garden is a rare jewel of the neighborhood. And it seems like a misguided choice to build on this
site when an alternative site is available a short distance away, with more capacity for housing, and has
the support of community.

There is overwhelmingly support to save the garden and | would ask that you don’t destroy the garden
and instead pursue the proposed alternative site. This would allow us to preserve precious green space
while providing much needed affordable housing to our community.

Jeff

Jeffrey McMillan

Jeffreygmcmillan@gmail.com
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Save Elizabeth St Garden. We sorely need this open space to provide a respite from hectic, stressful city
life.

Thank You,

Joanna from Soho



Dear Esteemed Council Members,

As business owners of John Fluevog Shoes, which has occupied a retail space on the corner of Prince and
Mulberry Streets since 2000, we would like to go on record to say that we are in opposition to the
proposed development of the Elizabeth Street Garden space.

Over the years, we have watched as this space has been transformed from a mysterious green paradise
that was once locked up, into a lush oasis welcoming and encouraging the weary harassed individual,
the child, and the senior citizen to enter in and take refuge from the busy-ness or isolation of daily life in
the big city.

We are paying very high city taxes and as such, we feel that our concerns deserve to be heard so that we
can successfully remain in business and contribute financially to this vibrant and healthy neighborhood.

Studies have shown that talking to strangers and volunteering increase an individual’s well being and
mental health. We ask that the city consider the mental health and well being of its citizens.

Turning this space into yet another concrete building will be a detriment to our boutique business which
has thrived in this unique neighborhood, and building another structure will not enhance what has been
created over the years by hard working dedicated volunteers.

We ask that this development not be given permission to proceed.
Regards,

John and Ruth Fluevog
Proprietors, John Fluevog Shoes



To Whom It May Concern,

I am emailing in response to the future destruction of Elizabeth Street Garden.

I am emailing as a longtime New York City resident to IMPLORE you to please reconsider the destruction
of this garden!!!!

PLEASE CONSIDER MY EMAIL...

The ELIZABETH STREET GARDEN is a New York ICONIC site, our own "downtown Central Park,” a jewel of
the city.

It is a rare, special place where New Yorkers can gather, stop for lunch in an inspiring, natural space,
enjoy morning coffee, sit and simply listen to the birds and look at the trees/ sculptures. Find a moment
of true quiet. Especially in 2019, a green space is our necessity - green, natural spaces, essential for our
environment, our physical and mental health, a place of beauty to inspire the soul (especially in the
midst of such an enormous urban city as the great NYC).

| call on those in charge of making these FINAL decisions about the garden’s fate to GO and SIT in the
garden, bring your friend, have lunch or coffee.

Enjoy what this space is about. Experience it first hand to understand what it means. (Take the time to
do this)!

The garden has been a part of the lower Manhattan/ Nolita community for years.

Losing it to a development would be a CRUSHING & DEVASTATING blow not only to our community but
to New York as a whole.

It would be like losing a part of Central Park (with nothing to replace it’s rich history or the hole that it
would leave).

| urge those on the committee to reconsider, to go and experience this garden themselves to
understand the deep roots it holds in our neighborhood and in our hearts.

Sincerely,
Linda Jaseck



I am a native new yorker, and 40 year resident on Bowery near Spring st. - a mere

2 blocks from the Elizabeth st. garden.

I have been witness to many changes in my Little Italy neighborhood over the
years, both positive and negative.

| remember the empty lot behind 21 Spring st. - on Elizabeth st. -- for years the city
disregarded this city-owned rubble strewn lot.

Of course - the area was not desirable then.

Then, several decades ago a man rented this lot....... cleaned it up. Planted trees
and bushes and flowers..... did a lot of hard work. True, this was done for a
commercial venture of architectural artifacts & not much open to the public, but it
was an improvement for the neighborhood.

When an undisclosed deal was made in CB3 concerning the Essex Crossing
development, this land in CB2 was offered up without any notification or
discussion.

Now the garden - this beautiful, interactive garden open to, and enjoyed by, the
community, is facing destruction. | suppose we all made it too enticing! This is not
an elitist space. It is a truly democratic delight for all!

I am a dedicated housing advocate - | have been a supporter of Habitat for
Humanity for many years. | work on housing issues with local residents. Yet there
is something about this development which feels not quite right.... including the
fact that there is another location not far away with zoning which would afford for
a larger structure & thus more apartments & more space for residents.

Is the sticking point the fact that it is in another council district??

Green space is sorely needed in this neighborhood - for good health, clean air,
education of children, serenity of persons of all ages, among many other factors.
| know of no elderly neighborhood resident living in a walkup who would give up
this garden for one of it’s apartments.

please do not destroy our lovely garden!
———michele campo

Bowery

nyc, ny 10012



| can not make the city council hearing today but would like to let you know my
strong feels against destroying the garden and replacing it with a building. | lived
in Nolita since 2013 on Spring and Elizabeth for 5 years and there was no greater
sanctuary than the garden. The neighborhood continues to get more and more
crowded with people spilling over from Soho and continuous development with
no added green space. There is no place to sit outside to get fresh area or to be in
open space away from the small apartments we all live in. The garden is a place
for families to take their children to roll around in the grass, friends to meet up
for a picnic outside, communities to get together by planting herbs and flowers,
programming for kids and elderly, and so much more. The garden enhances the
community's well being and brings joy to people's lives. You would be doing a
huge disservice to the community and people of NY by taking the garden away
from them.

Jennifer Diamond



Testimony in OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development

Also it brings people together and for good causes. | went to a charity fashion show a couple years ago
and ran into a college friend who | hadn’t seen in years!! It was a beautiful night, for a great cause and |
got to see an old friend.

The space is so versatile as well. So many different types of events and meetings, day and night. Central
Park is too big. The garden is a perfect size and perfect space to connect with people in a green setting.

-Hannah

> Le 2 mai 2019 a 09:02, Hannah McGovern Gross <info@hannahmcgoverngross.com> a écrit :

>

> The Elizabeth Street Garden is one of the few green spaces in nyc that isn’t part of Central Park. It is
beautiful. It is truly unique, a rare historic gem in this concrete jungle. It would be an utter disaster if it
were destroyed for a housing complex. A housing complex which could go anywhere in this city which is
full of old broken down buildings ready to be knocked down for new development. Why destroy a
beautiful historic garden ?? Why not find a space that is not already beautiful and important to its
community ?? Seems truly insane to ruin something beautiful and green (a rarity in this city) when there
are concrete lots and streets that could definitely use a new building to improve the community. It
would be going one step forward and two steps back. The Garden actually serves the nearby community
and community at large. Locals and tourists alike want to go there. It's a wonderful event space, relaxing
space, meeting space. It is taken care of by the community and for the community. That alone is a
wonderful and rare cornerstone in lower Manhattan. All are welcome to help run and/ or just enjoy it. It
encourages people to go that area and support the local businesses. If this complex is built and the
garden destroyed, how will a new garden be built?? Where is there a similar space? What will happen to
all the sculpture there? There would be a huge gaping hole in our community and our city if you destroy
the Elizabeth Street Garden. Please don't.

>

> Sincerely,

> Hannah McGovern Gross

> Born and raised New Yorker

> Actress
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Hello!

My name is Jordan Eliot, and--sadly--l am unable to attend the city council public hearing today.
Regardless, | find it absolutely imperative that | send my testimony in:

The Elizabeth Street Garden has meant so much to me throughout my life. | first discovered it by
accident. When | was eighteen, | had a summer dog walking job . One of the dogs | was responsible for
lived on Cooper Square. It was one of the most beautiful summer days out, and | knew | wanted to get
the most out of the walks for the day. | walked this specific dog in the direction of Houston and then just
followed wherever the wind blew me. Through a few serendipitous steps and turns, | ended up at the
Elizabeth Street Garden. | was in awe of its unparalleled aesthetic. Not only is it a wonderfully kept
garden, but it is a museum of sorts--a gallery of charming statues. Since | was on the job, | couldn't take
a leisurely stroll through the garden, but | made a mental note of where it was. Later that day, | had to
head back to the Elizabeth Street Garden--I couldn't help myself. | had the most magical walk. | felt at
peace. | felt a sense of community. | felt the energy of all different types of people (race, ethnicity,
socioeconomic status, etc.) coming together to enjoy one great space. Since then, the Elizabeth Street
Garden has been my go-to place to read a book, take a friend to, and to take a walk to when | need to
cheer up.

To destroy this garden would be the most abhorrent mistake. New York's public spaces are slowly
dwindling and the city is losing places where all types of people can come and enjoy themselves.
Historical buildings are being torn down to build luxury apartment buildings and boutique office
buildings that do not benefit the majority of the New York general public. | understand that the
proposed development is supposed to include affordable housing--which | applaud--but | urge the
developers to find another place to build (I believe the Garden has proposed a great option). If the
developers truly cared more about creating opportunities for affordable housing in Manhattan and less
about the Garden's "trendy" location, they would allow the Garden to remain the wonderful asset and
gathering place it is. They would build elsewhere. Please do not allow the Elizabeth Street Garden to be
destroyed! The city would be losing one of its last remaining public (and free) gardens. The city would be
losing a priceless community space. The city would be giving in to the continual erasure of the parts of
the city that have made it the great city it is today.

Thank you very much for your time!

Sincerely,
Jordan Eliot



If you think this has anything to do with
elderly homeless you believe rocks grow.
This is Real-estate development period. This
proposed building will go to fair market
housing in time and as we know Realestate
developers can wait, the community can’t.
We need green spaces not basketball courts
or soccer fields as in Sara D park on Christy
st. or rat infested playgrounds like

on Spring and Thomson st. My grandson is
afraid to go into either of those parks. We live
and nurtured this neighborhood Little Italy,
not the developers who named it NOLITA.
We made this place a neighborhood people
want to come to and this garden is an
essential part of our community, built and
used by natural selection not bureaucratic
myopia. You can’t sell off wonderful property
like on Forsyth st. & Lafayette st. where
buildings already exist and start construction
projects in an area rancid with construction
projects. Something stinks in this pork
barrel. John Campo Supports the Garden\



The Elizabeth Street Garden is not only an invaluable place for the thousands of people from New York
and all over the world, including my myself, who visit it every day, but is part of something so much
larger. It's unique character roots Soho in its incredible history, one that is a huge part of the story of
new York and one that we tragically see disappearing daily. It's value on a personal and community level
cannot be understated and | hope the board can recognize it's responsibility to preserve it as the
intrinsic part of the community that it is.

Best,

Robert Rabie



Elizabeth St Garden

Who do the developers and the people in government—who
supposedly represent this community—think they are fooling when the
term “affordable housing “ is invoked to promote their scheme? They
know it is a sham and so does everyone else. And certainly, in this case
“affordable housing” and its contingencies is a mockery.

That said, Elizabeth St. Garden is an oasis. Not only because of its
physical beauty, but it is also the essence of what community should be,
where conversations by young and old from all walks of life exchange
histories and futures. An oasis not just for the neighborhood but for
thousands of tourists, as well, who desperately try to find the bits and
pieces of the “real New York “ which still survive in the midst of the
shopping mall that much of the City has become. The Garden and this
neighborhood embodies that spirit of new and old New York.

Within a three block area of the Garden one third of the store fronts are
continually empty. These empty spaces are not viable, except for tax
write offs—but not for a functioning community. The proposed
development would only add to the glut. This kind of greed is not
sustainable, but the Garden is an oasis that sustains life, Do Not let it be
destroyed.

kate kobayashi



As a proud New Yorker, and a 35 year resident of downtown Manhattan, | strongly urge you to preserve
and protect the Elizabeth Street Garden. Manhattan gardens and parks are too few and far between.
Our green spaces are precious. They provide necessary respites from our concrete world. Gardens
significantly increase our quality of life. They make us healthier and happier citizens, and contribute
enormously to our overall well being. This is especially true of the Elizabeth Street Garden. The
combination of sculptures and flora make the Elizabeth Street Garden a truly unique green space. When
| come and sit in the garden | am always impressed with it’s unique, irreplaceable beauty. Losing the
garden would be a tremendous blow to our community and to our city. Please save and preserve the
Elizabeth Street Garden. Thank you.

Jade Monahan



As a citizen of New York City and a longtime resident of Soho | protest the razing of our beloved
Elizabeth St Garden.

We have little or no green space in Soho, and to take away this small green island that offers comfort
and delight to so many of us at lunch time or after work, is a cruel and unusual punishment.

Senior housing can be built on the lot that’s waiting in TriBeCa- so please leave our garden alone!
Thank you,

Vera Graaf



Hello, please do not destroy the Elizabeth Street Garden. | have been on Elizabeth Street since | moved
here 35 years ago.

| lived there for many years and have owned a store for 20 years on Elizabeth Street. | have seen every
neighborhood in New York change some for the better some for the worst.

The Elizabeth Street Garden is the only thing left for the community. Please do not destroy it- for what?
Another developer to make more money and make the neighborhood more crowded and sell it to more
foreigners who don’t live here. And continue to create a playground for the very, very super rich in New
York City. Who is that serving? The tourists that now come in droves and are no longer seasonal but full
time all year long? | don’t think it’s serving them. Its serving a greedy building developer - who cares
about him? Can you think about others please!?

Please look at what you’re doing to this neighborhood, and what’s been done to the entire city. Don’t
repeat the mistakes of so many - greed over people, greed instead of space, greed instead of nature.
Nature is the most amazing thing that exist as we all know. We don’t need another building we need
Mother Nature.

You’re forcing people like me who have been on the block for over 35 years to leave the city. The
environment being created is not going to sustain stores and boutiques and little gems like my store. It's
just megastores on Broadway - shops that you can shop anywhere in the world in any city all over the
world. How boring! Please don’t make New York City for just tourists and the super rich!!! It will not
serve the city, it will serve a greedy developer.

Please think about the landscape and the demographics of the city - another building is not necessary
we need Nature and breathing room!

Thank you!

Robin Renzi

Me&Ro

Elizabeth Street

NY NY 10012



Dear Council Members;
| am writing in support of Elizabeth Street Garden.l work in the neighborhood and the garden is one of

the only places to find a moment of quiet and green where | can rest and recover from work. | know we
desperately needs more housing, but we need green space as well and | believe the city can find a place
to build this development that does not destroy one of the only parks in the area.

Thank you, Ethan Cornell,
working at 594 Broadway



Hi,

I'm writing to add my voice to the opposition to the development of the Elizabeth Street Garden. I've
lived in New York City since 2007, and | still remember the moment | first stumbled on this tiny oasis in
the heart of the LES, a neighborhood with very little green space. It felt like all the magic of the city was
contained in that small space. Since then, I've visited the garden every chance | could; each time, | see a
cross-section YC residents of all races and ages getting very necessary respite. Please save one of the
few public green spaces in the LES, a spot that represents the best of New York City, a place | feel lucky
to call home.

Thank you for your consideration,

Jessica Gross
jessicargross.com


http://jessicargross.com/

Ladies and Gentlemen,

ESG is a green oasis in NYC's Gotham of concrete, glass and steel. Tourists, residents, and workers all
take refuge in this unique gem, because of its unexpected quiet beauty and open skyline.

It would befit NYC to proudly preserve this garden instead of exterminating it.

Regards, Lilia Fung



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

Please reconsider the options for building the senior housing.
People love the Elizabeth Street garden and that area needs a nice green space.
Please do not bulldoze it.

Please build on other lots. Don’t destroy a garden that people love and use. Thanks.

Mary Prlain
m.prlain@gmail.com

Visit maryprlain.com


mailto:m.prlain@gmail.com
http://maryprlain.com/

Testimony for New York City Council Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses on
May 2nd 2019

My name is Jamie Jensen and | want to add my voice in opposition to the proposal
known as Haven Green, which will destroy Elizabeth Street Garden without
providing anywhere near enough truly affordable, supportive housing for New
York's neediest senior citizens. | thank the Committee for considering the
implications of this misguided and deceptive plan, which will close down the only
open green space in our densely urban neighborhood.

| share the concerns of the thousands of New Yorkers who support Elizabeth
Street Garden, and want to draw your attention to two issues that are most
troubling.

First of these is that, despite the rhetoric of the real estate companies and the
city's department of Housing Preservation and Development, the Haven Green
proposal will not help the most vulnerable elderly New Yorkers. As Council
Members will know from experiences with HPD's so-called "affordable housing" in
East New York and elsewhere, what HPD counts as affordable is not actually
affordable in the real world. According to their own prospectus, and Comptroller
Stringer's 2017 "Aging with Dignity" report, only 32 of the small studio
apartments at Haven Green will be affordable to a New York City senior citizen
who is reliant on Social Security and Disability payments, which average $1,500 a
month.

To put this in context, these 32 affordable studios occupy about as much of Haven
Green as do the proposed offices for Habitat for Humanity.

Even more worrying is the fact that HPD is supporting this destructive Haven
Green plan, while at the same time the neighborhood's largest and most
successful genuinely affordable housing project, the adjacent Section 8
apartments at LIRA right next door, is being allowed to slip away into the private
market. Because of HPD's inattention, these 150 large and spacious 2-bedroom
apartments will be lost in the next few years.

Other testimony will have told you about "alternative sites" for affordable
housing, and if HPD were made to do its job, the alternative site at the existing
LIRA complex could be preserved and adapted to provide more than 300 senior-




friendly studio apartments, 10 times the housing promised by Haven Green, while
preserving and protecting Elizabeth Street Garden in its entirety.

| urge you to reject this Haven Green proposal, save Elizabeth Street Garden,
and tell HPD to do its job and preserve truly affordable, supportive housing for
our neediest citizens.

Thank you. Sincerely, Jamie Jensen (Bleecker Street NY NY 10012)



Peter Davies
548 Broadway #5A
New York, NY 10012

May 2, 2019

Adrienne E. Adams, Chair

Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses
New York City Council

City Hall

New York, NY 10007

hearings@council.nyc.gov

Re: Haven Green, Manhattan
Testimony in OPPOSITION

199-207 Elizabeth Street/222-230 Mott Street
T2019-4324

ULURP No.: C 190184 HAM

Council District 1; Community Board 2

Support for Preservation of the Elizabeth Street Garden

Dear Chair Adams and Committee members,

My name is Peter Davies, a senior citizen resident of the Little Italy / SoHo neighborhoods, and I
testify today in opposition to the proposal for 199-207 Elizabeth Street / 222-230 Mott Street in
Manhattan (aka Haven Green), which if allowed to proceed will result in the utter destruction of a
beautiful and much needed local green space. As a 40-year resident of this park starved community
[ urge you to deny the proposed action.

My neighbors and others will explain in more detail additional options for the citing of affordable
senior housing at other locations within Community Board 2, options that are fully supported by a
long roster of elected representatives who serve constituents throughout the local community.
Concerned folks will also more fully describe the current and on-going benefits of this very special
publicly-owned land in the Little Italy neighborhood, important not only to our local community but
also to New Yorkers and others of all ages - toddlers, schoolchildren, local residents, nearby
workers, world travelers, and others seeking beauty and solace - all who make use of this unique
and glorious green space, known far and wide as the Elizabeth Street Garden.

Thank you in advance for your consideration and attention to this very important matter.

Sincerely,

Peter Davies
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Testimony of Judi Kende
Vice President and New York Market Leader
On Behalf of Enterprise Community Partners, Inc.

Testimony to the City Council Subcommittee on
Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses re: Haven Green
May 29, 2019

Good morning. My name is Judi Kende, and | lead the New York office of Enterprise
Community Partners. | am pleased to testify today in support of the Haven Green Project and the
creation of sorely needed affordable housing for seniors at the Spring and Elizabeth Street site.

Enterprise brings opportunity to low- and moderate-income communities nationwide through
safe, healthy affordable housing. Since 1987, we have created or preserved 63,000 homes for
over 167,000 New Yorkers and invested $3.6 billion in equity, grants, and loans to community
development projects throughout the city.

Despite the sizeable investments by Enterprise and our partners, the need for affordable housing
in this city has never been greater. Seniors are particularly vulnerable as they face declining
incomes, increased medical costs and housing that is not designed to meet their needs.’
Furthermore, they are the fastest growing age group in NYC. According to a recent analysis of
United States (U.S.) Census data by the New York City Department of Planning, the senior
population in the City will grow by over 40% between 2010 and 2040, accounting for more than
15% of the City’s population.” In the past decade, seniors have already grown to comprise 16%
of the population in Manhattan " Additionally a shocking 18% of New York City residents aged
65 and over live below the federal poverty line, which is double the national rate of 9%."

Unfortunately, construction of affordable senior housing has not kept pace with the demand.
While the number of affordable senior housing units is approximately 37,000 citywide, there are
over 443,941 seniors living at or near the federal poverty level." As a result, there are
approximately 200,000 waitlisted applications for senior affordable housing citywide."

The Spring and Elizabeth Street site is ideal for senior housing as it is conveniently located near
many public transportation options including the 6, J and Z lines and within five blocks of Sara
D. Roosevelt Park, Petrosino Square and the Liz Christy Bowery-Houston Garden. The site is a
city-owned parcel—making it financially viable for a development that is 100% affordable.
Haven Green will preserve 8,400 square feet of public green space while creating 123 new
affordable units for seniors, allowing them to age with dignity, peace of mind and without fear of
losing their homes. The development will also include LGBTQ-friendly, and set-aside 30% of
units for the formerly homeless, providing housing to some of New York City’s most vulnerable
residents.

ENTERPRISE COMMUNITY PARTNERS, INC.
One Whitehall Street = 11™ Floor = New York, NY 10004 = 212.262.9575 = www.EnterprissCommunity.org



The severe need for senior housing coupled with the lack of suitable sites to develop a substantial
number of affordable units make this project too good to pass up. Haven Green provides green
space and senior housing in a neighborhood that is desperate for both.

With so many low-income older adults facing displacement from their homes and communities,
we strongly urge the City Council to move forward and approve this project.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

i Johnson, Richard W. Housing Costs and Financial Challenges for Low-Income Older Adults, the Urban Institute,
July 2015

i New York City Department of City Planning, New York City Population Projections by Age/Sec & Borough,
2010-2040, Aug. 2015: http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/pdf/census/projections_report 2010 2040.pdf

iii Center for an Urban Future, New York’s Older Adult Population Is Booming Statewide, Feb. 2019:
https://nycfuture.org/research/new-yorks-older-adult-population-is-booming-statewide

¥ NYU Furman Center, Focus on Poverty in New York City, June 2017:
https://furmancenter.org/thestoop/entry/focus-on-poverty

vV City Limits, The Distressing Math of NYC’s Future Senior-Housing Need, April 2019:
https://citylimits.org/2019/04/24/the-distressing-math-of-nycs-future-senior-housing-need/
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Saving the Elizabeth Street Garden
Dear City Council Members,
| have been a resident of SoHo for the past 15 years. | saw your introductory remarks at the

SoHo / NoHo meeting this week. | thought the meeting was helpful in order to understand where
the neighborhood may go in the future in terms of zoning.

I am actually writing today to express my support for the preservation of the Elizabeth Street
Garden. 1 often relax in the garden during the year, particularly in the Spring, Summer and
Fall. 1 live on Greene Street off of Grand, and there are very few relaxing places left in the
neighborhood where you can be at peace.

I went to NYU in the 1980°s and SoHo was a completely different place back then. At that time
you had about 30 million annual visitors to New York City, in comparison to over 60 million
today. As you know, many of these visitors find there way down to SoHo, crowding the
residents out. In addition, most of the vacant lots are now gone — there were a couple dozen
when | moved into the neighborhood. The Hudson Square neighborhood used to be a quiet
refuge place for me, but even that is being developed at a rapid pace.

In summary, SoHo residents need the Elizabeth Street Garden. Many SoHo residents are
frustrated with the crowds and overdevelopment in the neighborhood, and the Garden provides a
needed oasis of tranquility.

I am willing to attend meetings / donate my time in the effort to preserve the Garden if need be.

Tom O’Neill
15 year resident on Greene Street
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OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

New Yorkers need open space and New York seniors need affordable

housing. But we shouldn’t be forced to choose between the two.

I live in Chinatown, with a significant aging population. Older folks fill the benches of
Columbus Park every day in good weather. They make use of any available space in narrow Sara
Roosevelt Park for Tai-Chi. Those living in small apartments or together with family welcome
the chance to be outside in a park’s protective, restful, wheelchair-accessible environment.

Elizabeth Street Garden provides all of that, and not just for older people.

Elizabeth Street Garden is a bright spot in an otherwise densely built-up neighborhood that
developed without any thought to the importance of open, green space and light. The sole bit of
green in the whole area is a narrow strip between Kenmare and Spring Streets, whose benches
accommodate a small number of people. There are no other open spaces in the area and none are
planned. Why destroy a viable resource such as the Elizabeth Street Garden when there is

nothing to replace it and when those like it are either inadequate or nonexistent?

Senior housing must be built in Lower Manhattan. But other sites must be found for it that will

not destroy valuable neighborhood resources such as the Elizabeth Street Garden.

Eric Lehman

Park Row

New York, NY 10038
eglehmanl@gmail.com
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Katalin Balog

14 Prince St. Apt. 6f
NY, NY 10012
katalin.balog(@rutgers.edu

Testimony at City Council Public hearing, May 22019

The city has portrayed this choice as one in the abstract: shall we build affordable housing here or
have a park? Its answer: since the housing crisis is more dire than the crisis involving green space,
the former has to be prioritized.

Granting that this is the right analysis of the relative value of housing vs. parks in our neighborhood,
still, the conclusion, that Elizabeth Street Garden should now be destroyed, does not follow. We
don’t just look at buildings, concluding #bey should be destroyed, in neighborhoods starved for
greenery. Similarly, we don’t think about destroying Central Park, or, for that matter, Collect Pond
Park a few blocks south of Elizabeth Street Garden.

The reason that this conclusion, that our Elizabeth Street Garden should be bulldozed over, does
not follow is that the situation is quite different from how it is generally portrayed. It is not just that
supporters of green space z general, abstract terms, will be disappointed by not getting some green
space, it is that an existing, beloved place will be cut out of the body of this neighborhood
irreparably. Our position is not some general dissatisfaction about the lack of green space in our
neighborhood. (By the way, our lack of green space is already catastrophic, and the city promised to
remedy this — how? by creating another park? But there is already a park here.) As I say, our position
is not just a general dissatisfaction over the lack of green space here. It is, rather, a giant kick in the
teeth. Elizabeth Street Garden is a landmark in all but name, far more than 90% of city owned parks.
The city is proposing to destroy a beloved place that has already, over many years, has woven itself
into the neighborhood. People here have many memories of beautiful hours spent here. We all have
friends that we made in the garden. If destroyed, the neighborhood will mourn the destruction of
the Garden for decades to come. This grievous loss to the neighborhood must be counted in the
cost-benefit calculation of this plan. It cannot, in good conscience, be simply framed as a cost-
benefit analysis involving two competing goods. I repeat, the Elizabeth Street Garden is not a gravel
lot with potential for both public goods, it is an existing public good. Its destruction is one of the
costs of the project.

Thinking about it only in objective, abstract terms allows people to miss the real significance of the
Garden for the people in the neighborhood. Supporters — so far in vain — have pointed to the
intangibles of what it means to have something so real, so beautiful and so deeply entrenched in our
lives as the Garden in the neighborhood. It is not an abstract, replaceable, “competing value” to be
quantified, it is a tangible, real, irreplaceable value that cannot propetly be quantified and is hard to
fit into a city planning matrix; but it is real and is there for people — even city officials — to see and
acknowledge if they want to. The Mayor has declined to visit the Garden so far; but people should
come and see it, before it is too late. There is a reason people in the neighborhood have fought so
hard, for so many years for this Garden. We are still not ready to give up.
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There is no excuse for the city to not have explored building on a legitimately available, legitimately
blighted space on Hudson street. Even if it plans to build on @/ available spaces, there is no moral
justification for the unseemly haste to prioritize the destruction of the garden over first building on the
much more suitable space on Hudson street. A plausible explanation in the minds of reasonable
citizens is that the city has given in to developers with a fatal attraction to cash in on lucrative
ground floor retail, thereby privatizing, with a lack of transparency, and for dubious gain, a precious
public asset.

It is not too late to stop this. I implore you to give this plan a serious review. I hope that when you
do, you will reconsider it in view of the undue harm this project is bound to cause.

Our environment has enormous influence on us. A place as beloved and meaningful as Elizabeth
Street Garden shouldn’t be carelessly discarded. In a small scale, the City’s decision reflects the same
carelessness and indifference that goes into recent decisions to withdraw land from national
monuments, or to authorize oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. What makes these
decisions so agonizing is that once carried out they are irreversible.

May all those in positions of power heed Jane Jacobs’ warning:

It may be that we have become so feckless as a people that we no longer care how things do
work, but only what kind of quick, easy outer impression they give. If so, there is little hope
for our cities or probably for much else in our society. But I do not think this is so.

Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, 1961

P.s.: As I observed at the hearing, there was a lack of rational debate over the point of contention at
issue on the part of supporters of development. The Garden supporters have long made the point
that a win-win solution exists where affordable housing is built on an alternative, truly undeveloped
site. In the context of City planning, the argument goes, it is not reasonable to set up the problem as
a choice between destroying the Garden or building affordable housing. Since boz) are possible at the
same time, that is clearly the better solution. While the housing crisis is acute, as we all know, just
testifying to #hat does not engage what crucial issue that we were there to debate. As far as I could
see, none of the supporters of development made any attempt to engage this point.



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

Leave our park alone- we need the Elizabeth St. Garden we do not have enough open space. Put the
senior housing in the other location. There are enough building-renovate a current building.

Linda Snelham-Moore
Eldridge St

10002

DeBlasio and Chin have lost my vote they never ask for anybody’s view- terrible!



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

| don't buy Margaret Chin's new party line of wanting to develop all available lots into housing now;
that's currently being done with market-rate developments all over the city, and has been done for
years. One thing she has consistently failed to mention about the Haven Green development—
scheduled to destroy the Elizabeth Street Garden—is that the housing created would not be
permanently affordable. Frankly, this stinks; the generation of seniors to come after the original tenants
would have basically market-rate cubicles, if it goes according to the SRO setup currently being
advanced.

Chin claims that the Elizabeth Street Garden site would be in addition to the 388 Hudson Street site, and
that she simply can't play favorites. However, the Hudson Street site would provide much more housing,
and CB 2 has passed a resolution that would allow it to be built on only if the Garden is saved.

| personally think Haven Green should be built at 388 Hudson Street; there's more room for it, and
according to the plans, Habitat for Humanity wants the whole first level anyway. There would be more
room on the street level for luxury shops, and more room for Habitat's office. Therefore, I've
contributed to the lawsuit, because I'm betting on the winners.

Beth Sopko

scuba.dival@gmail.com
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Save the Garden

| guess there were priority speakers because | was the first to enter the hall and sign up but never was
called to speak;

| would like to invite the assembly to walk my neighborhood at Midnight or and weekend any day of the
year. The city in it's wisdom had given 20 liquor licenses out to barsina 4

block radius. It is so loud on the street with screaming and yelling smoking patrons no one gets sleep.
And you want to put elderly people here???

The only reason there are any elderly left is because they have no where else to go...

The Hudson St site is dead of noise and it is like going to the beach. The Carpenters Union is right across
the street and they would be glad to help erect a

building for good will so you could save on that front. I’ve lived here for 50 years and every morning a
jack hammer wakes me at 7 AM without stop.

There are more people in front of my build 24/7 then in Times Square and | invite you to come and see
for yourself.

| will give you a private tour, call me 917-456-6839, and walking tours for the tourist, there are a dozen
or so of them in the neighborhood too.

There is one in front of my building now.

It is madness, and the feast every year is two weeks of masses of obnoxious people and noise and litter
that takes another two week to clean up.

This is a neighborhood of transition and always has been. The Irish hated when the Italians came the
Italians hated when the Dominican’s came,

and everyone hated when the Hippies came, now everyone hates and can’t understand why the young
affluent white kids are coming.

Not a place for elderly and it is just an excuse for the developers to make money down the road on the
land you will sell to them.

They know it, and you know it. This is wolf in sheeps clothing. We fought so SoHo could be for artists
and

look what happened if you can find an artist in SoHo give him a medal. As soon as you make a
neighborhood hip and funky in a shabby chic way, the hoards show up and the real

estate developers do their dirt. The LIRA apartment building has reached it limit of cheap rent is going
to fair market.



Our small neighborhood Pharmacy is being forced out due to high rent increase.

The founding fathers that put in the deed that this land would be for educational purpose didn’t mean it
was to be sold off to developers that now want to chance the

variance and break the hight restriction. If that happens it would set a precedent that would kill what
little is left our neighborhood. We need the garden to stay, it is the only piece of

sanity we have left. Letitia James understood that fact growing up in her own neighborhood and we
need you to step up and put the elderly on Hudson st. you won’t regret it.

Thank you
John Campo
Bowery

NYC, NY 10012



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

To whom it may concern,

I live on Mulberry Street two blocks from the Elizabeth Street Garden. It has been part of my
home for several years now. | love sitting, eating my lunch, watching the bees, and getting lost in
quiet, green, green, green. Seeing the children from school nearby playing in the dirt and
learning about planets and bugs warms my heart. We city folks need green space. There is
nothing else within a ten minute walk from my home. | would be devastated.

Jennifer Ramer
Mulberry street
NY,NY, 10012



SUPPORT for Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden
Dear Council members,

Hi, my name is Sikay Tang. | have been a resident in Little Italy for over 27 years. | recognize most of the
people in the other camp because | have been an advocate for a quality of life in our community.

But that’s just it: who are the people in our community?

At the very beginning of this debate, Mary, an 80 year-old Italian woman came to me and said, “I want
senior housing; | want to live in a building with elevators.” After talking to Mary, | changed my mind. |
am wholeheartedly for the construction of senior housing on Elizabeth Street.

My very own neighbor, who was a 94 year-old gay veteran, was confined to his apartment because he
couldn’t walk down the stairs. If there were senior housing with elevators available, he could have gone
downstairs in a wheel chair and enjoy a bit of sunshine.

We have an increasing aging Chinese, Italian, Latinix and African American population who came to this
area to build a community before it was trendy. Some came to live; others came to work. They lay the
foundation for what’s so appealing for the new residents. So when we talk about quality of life in our
community, | think about them. They are also a part of our community and they need senior housing.

Our seniors also deserve an opportunity to thrive in our community!

Sincerely,

Sikay Tang

Spring Street

New York, NY 10012



To Whom It My Concern -

| wont go into repeating all the many arguments and alternatives you've undoubtedly heard from
Garden Supporters through the years.

I would simply like to write as an 18 year resident of the neighborhood (price/ Mott, Elizabeth/ Broome
and now Wooster and Grand) , whose family lived there for a decade prior to that (Prince and Mott)....
to say that | am a staunch supporter of saving the garden, and a believer in it's transformative and
community building presence - as | remember keenly the years where it was just a magical place behind
a chain link fence that one would walk wistfully past -- since it's opening ESG has become a community
center, a teacher, a sanctuary and a most needed bit of green in an otherwise concrete, densely packed
neighborhood.

| believe strongly in affordable housing for seniors et al - but | believe that it has been disingenuous (and
downright disgusting) of the city, the developers, and the opposition - to pit these equally needed
resources against one another - | have lived in the city for decades - the ESG is NOT the only place
available for senior housing... that is a complete farce.

Best and thanks for your time
Amy Durning
Wooster Street

NYC 10013

Fred Berner Films
P. 212 974 5305
850 7th Ave
Room 1005

NYC 10019



To Whom it May Concern,

Unfortunately | was unable to make yesterday's city council meeting and detail
how egregious the demolition of the Elizabeth Street Garden would be.

Labeling it a garden, is really also doing it a disservice. It's a community staple, a
beautiful landmark within our city that offers neighborhood residents a sense of
peace in an ever changing city.

It would be a travesty to loose this safe haven and | am in full opposition of it's
demolition.

In this world it's important to take a step back and think outside of ourselves.
Elizabeth Street Garden has not only offered a better alternative, they've
peacefully protested and followed all regulations to make sure their voice is
heard. Let's please reward that with allowing this beautiful community space the
ability to thrive.

Thank you for your attention and consideration to this matter.

Best,
Farah Adib



Fighting to save trees $

> We hope that you understand how imperative it is to save the
eponymous space of Elizabeth Street Garden.

>

> There is no valid reason to harm those trees or the space we can
breathe in and paint in. Proposed space is completely possible and
better for all. Stop destroying the fabric of our community please.
>

> Beth Joy & 2™%




SUPPORT FOR Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

My wife and | have been gardeners at M’Finda Community Garden for
nearly 25 years. We practically raised our sons there. We clearly
understand the value of green space and why the Elizabeth St
Gardeners are so adamant in support. If we were in the same situation,
I’d be very torn by the choice to be made. But | also know that low-
income housing for seniors is more important in the scale of things. It’s
not a “false choice” as the ESG likes to say. This development could be
completed within about two years. Their “alternative” which | believe
should also be built, would take much longer than that. And it would be
in a whole different neighborhood, basically a non-residential area.
Meanwhile many many people will languish in walkup apartments or
become homeless.

We support Haven Green.

Ted and Debra Jeffreys-Glass



Hello,

| was unable to attend the City Council Hearing on Thursday May 2nd, but | wanted to write in support
of saving the Elizabeth Street Garden IN ITS ENTIRETY.

| have lived in Chinatown for the past 7 years and my husband has lived in the neighborhood for 14
years. Having a young child we intimately feel the effects of the lack of green space in the neighborhood.
Just yesterday, my son asked to "go to Elizabeth Garden and lay in the grass." | had to tell him it was
closed because people had to go defend the garden from those who want to put a building there.

| attended the Community Board 2 meeting back in January and was struck by how all the people who
wanted to preserve the garden were very open about who they were—sharing that they lived in the
neighborhood for decades, the block they lived on, the business they owned, or even the rent they
paid. These are the constituents of this neighborhood. They were young, old, wealthy, poor, gay and
straight. They told touching, personal stories about what the garden meant to them.

Those on the development side shared NOTHING about who they were. Not one person was actually
applying for affordable housing. They all seemed to "represent” (ie. get paid to work for) outside groups
and interests, none of whom were a part of our community. And more than that— they were all
completely unfamiliar faces to me. | live and work in this neighborhood and frequent all the local spots
from Cocoron to Spring Mart to the Mulberry Street Library to McNally Jackson. | rarely leave the
neighborhood, so I'd like to think | know my neighbors pretty well. Those people were not them. | doubt
they have ever set foot in The Elizabeth Street Garden.

While | understand the need for affordable housing and how it benefits a community (my husband grew
up in Manhattan Plaza)— affordable housing should never be at the expense of green space, especially
in an underserved neighborhood. On any given day you can barely get a bench seat or a turn on a slide
at any of the neighborhood parks— that's how much parks and green space are in demand in our
community.

Please do not destroy the Elizabeth Street Garden. We need both green space and affordable housing!

Thank you,

Catherine Casalino



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

| am writing to express my strong support for the Haven Green Project.
| have been reluctant to attribute racial privilege to the opposition, but
yesterday’s City Council hearing brought that reality into stark relief.

Paul Nagle

Executive Director

Stonewall Community Development Corp.
(347) 855-1502

www.StonewallCDC.org



http://www.stonewallcdc.org/

Elizabeth Street Garden - In Opposition to the Haven Green development

Myself, my wife and family have lived and worked in the neighborhood of Elizabeth Street Garden for
over 30 years.

We rent, we do not have any green space near us, we don’t have a car, we hardly ever get out of the
city. Having this beautiful garden nearby has made all the difference mentally and physically. Itis a
sanctuary for those of us who otherwise would not have one. It is an extraordinary place where our kids
can play with the earth, experience the seasons, enjoy getting dirty, learn about the environment, be in
nature in the middle of a city that although fantastic, can be very draining. This is a place for restoration
for all ages and backgrounds - it has proved to be a healing place in many ways for so many of us. There
are very few places like this anywhere - we should be trying to make more spaces like this not destroy
the rare ones that we do have.

We have met so many wonderful people through this garden and the many programs that bring the
disparate community together. To let this garden be destroyed would be to rip something
extraordinarily special out of the heart of the community. School groups come here to learn, families
come to play, learn, meet others, watch movies, listen to music, there are regular holiday celebrations
for everyone - particularly the children of the neighborhood - Halloween pumpkin carving, Easter egg
hunts, planting of spring bulbs etc, etc.

Hundreds of people seek peace and quiet here, not just from our neighborhood but from miles around
as they find out about this special place. The thousands of visitors throughout the year bring business to
the area. They go get their lunches and bring them into the park to eat, they explore a neighborhood,
and patronize it's many small shops and cafes that they might not have done otherwise. This garden has
enriched our community and the surrounding area in many and growing ways.

Please help us save this garden for everyone.

Thank you .

Jean Luc Fievet

Cell 1917 957 9764
59 Crosby Street #2
New York NY 10012

http://www.jlfievet.com
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Testimony in OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development

To whom it may concern:

| testify to the fact that Elizabeth Street Garden is an essential part of
the the Little Italy and SoHo neighborhoods of New York City and to
destroy it would deprive thousands of people of a community resource
and point of pride as residents of the area. | am appalled by the false
choice between open green space—something that this area has so
little access to—and affordable housing. First, the affordable housing
crisis in New York is not a matter of space and building more
apartments cannot solve it. Nearly one quarter of a MILLION
apartments sit empty in the city. Second, if new housing must be built
in this area, we can build up to 5 TIMES the amount of housing at the
alternative site and save Elizabeth Street Garden in its entirety.

| am sure you are aware of these facts and nevertheless feel compelled
to sacrifice community interest for corporate interest. This is deeply
troubling to me and | can assure you that | will organize and encourage
all residents of New York City to organize to remove decision makers
with such priorities from power if Elizabeth Street Garden is destroyed.

It is not too late to serve the people of New York. Save Elizabeth Street
Garden in its entirety.

Sincerely,
Katherine Preston



Testimony in OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development

Dear City Council Members,

As a resident of Elizabeth Street | can attest to the positive impact the Elizabeth
Street Garden has had on the neighborhood. When my husband and | moved into
our apartment almost 20 years ago, we never thought that we’d be starting a
family in this neighborhood. But now we have one child in our neighborhood
school, PS130, and another who will soon be attending there as well. The
Elizabeth Street Garden has afforded our children contact with nature that we
would otherwise have to travel far outside our neighborhood to experience. They
attend free programs for the community and my oldest takes field trips there
every year with her class at school. As the garden is open throughout the year,
our children are able to witness the changing of seasons and connect with the
rhythms of the natural world which softens the urban environment that makes up
the most of their childhood landscape. It is a treasure to our community and our
city and | am shocked that in 2019 our City Council would have enough
‘backwards-thinking’ members to even raise the issue of destroying this green
space. Being that there are other suitable locations for affordable housing, | am
hoping that you will represent the community’s interest on this and protect this
beloved green space. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Best regards,

Suzanne Monto



Testimony in OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development
City Council,

Please do not close our beloved community garden. It's one of the rare
green areas in the neighborhood and brings joy to locals and tourists
into the area as well, helping our local economy and businesses.

Please build affordable housing elsewhere on city property.

Thank you,

Jeremy

Jeremy Meyers



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

To Whom It May Concern,

| need Elizabeth Street Garden, | live one block away and it provides me
the peace and tranquility | need in a busy, bustling city. There are many
people who feel the same, and we need the space to connect with one
another as a community.

Thank you,

J. Wong



Do not destroy Elizabeth Street Garden

Dear Civic Leaders,

As a resident of this area for 40 years | urge you to reject the proposed
development that would destroy Elizabeth Street Garden.

In my 40 years of living in this area | have never seen a more valuable
and significant community amenity threatened.

This a vital active Community Center that has brought joy, beauty and a
sense of belonging to all of us in this community.

The garden is not only a desperately needed community green space but
also the center of our neighborhood.

This community garden is used by over 100 thousand people throughout
the year. The garden offers hundreds of

free public programs year-round for people of all ages.

With the alternative site for housing located at 388 Hudson, there is no
need to destroy this invaluable resource for the community.

Please listen to the community and follow Community Board 2's resolution
in denying the Haven Green development.

Thank you for your consideration and help.

Sincerely,

Ray White



Testimony in OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development

| am writing in opposition to Haven Green Development to save The Elizabeth Street Garden.

This is not an empty lot!!

It is more than a park!

This is one of the most beautiful gardens and is unlike any other park that exists in the city. It is an
unusual and artful integration of the landscape with sculpture and architecture.l love how the statuary
live amid the lush plantings of trees and flowers. It also provides the only green space in the
neighborhood and serves the communities of Soho, Noho, Little Italy, Bowery, Chinatown and more. |
live in the neighborhood and often stop by often and when | do, | see hundreds of people enjoying the
garden or participating in an event.

It is exists as real center for community as a place for quiet respite and a place for many cultural events.
Please do not destroy this amazing place
Thank you

Margo Margolis

Margo Margolis
crosby st.

new york,ny



May 2, 2019

New York City Council Subcommittee on Landmarks,
Public Siting and Maritime Uses

Council Chambers

City Hall

New York

Elizabeth Street Garden

Many New Yorkers suffer from the city's pollution, don't have enough green space, lack healthy
food and exercise, and experience loneliness and lack of community. Parks and gardens are vital
to our mental and physical well-being.

Elizabeth Street Garden provides year-round programs for everyone, including local children
living in public housing and the elderly. Gardening is known to be therapeutic, and having
connection to nature is essential, especially for children who don't have access to country retreats
or country vacations. Certainly senior housing is much-needed, but in this case there is an
alternative site, and this well-established community garden is needed every bit as much.

We have a haphazardly growing city, major environmental problems, destructive gentrification,
and massive inequality. At the very least we must make sure our precious green spaces that
enhance life, create community, and help mitigate global warming, are not destroyed or
diminished.

Carole Ashley

Beach Street
New York, NY 10013
cashleyig74@gmail.com

(Downtown resident for 44 years)
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PRESIDENT & GENERAL COUNSEL
LATINOJUSTICE PRLDEF
BEFORE THE NEW YORK CITY CITY COUNCIL
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION and COMMITTEE ON CIVIL & HUMAN RIGHTS
1 MAY 2019

TO THE CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION and COMMITTEE ON
CIVIL & HUMAN RIGHTS

On behalf of LatinoJustice PRLDEF | testify today in favor of changing the admission standards
for New York City’s specialized high schools because the continued reliance on one exclusive
test for admission systematically excludes thousands of smart and talented Latinx and Black
students from the benefits of these excellent public schools.

LatinoJustice PRLDEF, founded right here in New York City in 1972, is a national civil rights
public interest law organization that represents Latinas and Latinos throughout the country in
litigation and advocacy, and works to increase their entry into the legal profession.

LatinoJustice has a long and successful track record of challenging the myth of measuring
competence by way of standardized tests alone. When tests unfairly impeded the integration of
Latino and African American police officers and sergeants in the New York Police Department
with no business justification, we and others challenged the results in federal court and won.
When we joined forces with our colleagues to expand the criteria used for admission to higher
education, and support affirmative action’s broader approach towards diversity, we have had
success as well.

Today we stand with our colleagues in the civil rights bar to legitimately question the wisdom,
fairness and equity of the continued use of the Specialized High School Admissions Test as the
only criteria for admission to the City’s specialized high schools. This year alone just over 10% of
the admissions to the schools were given to Latinx and Black students while they compose
nearly 70% of all public school students citywide; and this year is not an anomaly. When one
test is exclusively used in a way to continue to deprive opportunities for all students of racially
diverse backgrounds it must be questioned. And we have indeed questioned its viability and its
racially disparate effects by challenging it as a violation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
before the U.S. Department of Education and by petitioning the federal court in Christa
McAuliffe Intermediate School PTO v. Bill de Blasio to allow the Latino clients we represent to
intervene and support the efforts of the Mayor and the Chancellor to expand opportunities at
these elite public high schools.

New York, NY | Orlando, FL | Central Islip, NY

@ LATINOJUSTICE PRLDEF 475 Riverside Drive, 19th floor, New York NY 10115 | D: 212.219.3360 | G: 800.328.2322
latinojustice.org




LatinoJustice has repeatedly addressed the problem with the SHSAT in multiple places and in
the media. We also recognize that litigation is lengthy and time-consuming. In the interim
however, we respectfully ask the New York City Council to support two important, immediate
measures:

1. We have recently been informed that the SHSAT has little documentary basis as a valid
predictor of future academic success based on an independent validation study the City
commissioned when it was challenged administratively before the U.S. Department of
Education. | would urge the City Council to delve into these details and confirm the
results of the validation study. If the SHSAT cannot be validated then that fact must be
highlighted in any legislative reform the City undertakes in Albany to change the
admission standards for these elite public schools;

2. The Mayor and the Chancellor have the authority to change the admission standards in
five of the eight specialized high schools without state legislative reform. This would
provide immediate access to increased opportunities for Latinx and Black students. The
City Council should support this important, interim step.

Respectfully submitted,

Juan Cartagena

President & General Counsel
jcartagena@latinojustice.org
212.739.7494
Latinojustice.org




Testimony of Georgette Fleischer, resident at 19 Cleveland Place, New York, NY 10012, and President,
Friends of Petrosino Square: WE OPPOSE HAVEN GREEN

| was unable to testify in person on May 2, 2019 because it was my daughter Augusta’s first birthday.
The Elizabeth Street Garden is Augusta’s favorite place; indeed, had the garden not been closed on May
2" because of the City Council hearing, we would have celebrated her first year there.

Here is what | would have liked to say:

Created by big real estate and the elected representatives who seek to please big real estate: Mayor Bill
de Blasio, and with respect to the Elizabeth Street Garden, Councilmember Margaret Chin, the
dichotomy which pits affordable housing against open green space is false.

What, really, is the cause of homelessness in New York City and the dearth of affordable housing,
including for LGBTQ seniors? Those who would benefit from the Haven Green project claim that it’s the
selfish Nimbys of Little Italy who refuse to “share” by giving up the one oasis of green where we can
spread a blanket in the grass to play with our children, and where we can meet our senior friends to
enjoy fresh air, sunlight, and natural and sculptural beauty.

Consider an alternative theory.

Five years ago | spent several days in housing court researching the management company of my rent-
stabilized walk-up Little Italy tenement, which had lost a full three-quarters of its regulated units to
market. | discovered a pattern of purchasing cheap rent-stabilized buildings and then ‘encouraging’
tenants to move out, sometimes through construction harassment. | forwarded the product of my
research to Councilmember Chin, Borough President Gale Brewer, and Mayor de Blasio, all of whom
promote the destruction of the Elizabeth Street Garden. Not one of them addressed the illegal
deregulation. Little Italy as intensely as any neighborhood in the City of New York is rife with illegal
deregulation and illegal rentals through Airbnb*—the two go hand in hand in many cases.

Add to this, luxury development after luxury development, the latest converting a parking garage at 75
Kenmare Street into $12-million units whose additional height casts shadows over the De Salvio
playground and may blight the mature plane trees that have been its best feature for generations.? If 75
Kenmare is like the other out-of-scale luxury developments that have been squeezing out our low-
income immigrant communities, many of those units will remain vacant, placeholders for wealthy
investors who have no relationship to Little Italy.

1 https://www.thevillager.com/2014/03/high-rent-in-soho-building-is-it-legal/

2 https://www.6sqft.com/another-look-at-nolitas-75-kenmare-street-will-have-lenny-kravitz-designed-condos/
https://www.boweryboogie.com/2018/07/desalvio-playground-rehab-delayed-another-6-months-at-least/
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Meanwhile, Little Italy is one of the most underserved areas for open green space in the entire City of
New York.® No wonder the Elizabeth Street Garden is Little Italy’s village green; it’s our green space but
it’s also our community common.

There are enough housing units in the City of New York to accommodate every resident. It is not a
problem of lack; it is a problem of distribution; it is a problem of priorities. Stop building unneeded
luxury housing. Return to rent regulation all the illegally deregulated units, many of which are being
used for Airbnb in order to glut the city with more tourists. House the homeless and elderly first.

Instead of maligning defenders of the Elizabeth Street Garden as “modern Nimbyist[s]” who “reject(]
anything new that supplants the old,” as Ginia Bellafante wrote not long ago in the New York Times,
take a look at our two-term mayor and three-term councilmember. It is their priorities—beholden as
they are to big real estate—which have driven unregulated and deregulated housing into unaffordability
and driven out independent, family- and immigrant-run businesses.

Until then, I'll stick with my Little Italy neighbors in fighting for the Elizabeth Street Garden. If the
bulldozers show up, I'll be there.

3 See 916:
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/mancb2/downloads/pdf/monthly cb2 resolutions/01%20January%202019/01%20Ja
nuary%202019 HPD%20Haven%20Greene%20Senior%20Housing%20ULURP%20C190184HAM%20Resolution.pdf
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To whom it may concern;

| am writing to testify that the community desperately needs the Elizabeth Street Garden. | almost 40
years old and have been enjoying the part as long as | can remember. It has always brought a green
square of happiness to my family, neighbors, friends and the community over all. As the neighborhood
has been changing, this little park has always been here for both young children to play, older people to
relax, and for everyone who works in the area, to have a few minute break during their typically "NY"
busy work day. | have eaten countless lunches there during my work breaks, spent many evenings and
weekends showing the part to tourists and friends coming to town for a visit. For anyone, whether a
local or a visiting tourist, the park has always been an extremely memorable place to spend time in.

There are so many other places in the city for new developments, but there are not new places for
public space, or parks or green areas where the community can gather and enjoy outdoor space, and
where tourists can be amazing by the artwork there, or the fact that such a wonderful space exists for
everyone to enjoy.

We need the park, we actually need more parks, so destroying one of the few we have is a tragedy for
us and for future generations. A New York without green spaces will not be the New York everyone
loves.

Thank you! Your friend and possibly neighbor, Milena Leznicki

milena leznicki
mimi@milena.tv
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Hello, my name is Devra Freelander. | live in Bushwick and work in SoHo. My neighborhood in bushwick
is a mix of industrial buildings and luxury condominiums, with no public green space or trees
whatsoever. The luxury condos in my neighborhood all have their own verdant green spaces locked
away in internal courtyards that are not accessible to the rest of the neighborhood; trees are walled off
so that only the wealthy residents can benefit from them. When | go to work in SoHo, the one bit of
greenery and calm in my life comes from lunchtimes that | spend in the Elizabeth st garden. It is an oasis
of serenity in an otherwise overdeveloped city where wealthy citizens are rewarded with luxurious
private gardens and green spaces while everyday New Yorkers have to live in cement-laden misery.
PLEASE DO NOT TAKE THIS AWAY FROM ME. Destroying the Elizabeth st garden would perpetuate the
already-massive wealth inequality in this city, and take away the last shred of natural dignity | have
access to in my daily life. It would be emotionally devastating. You are condemning the average citizens
of our city to a life of dark depression when you make decisions like this. Do not forget about us. We
deserve the same quality of life as the wealthy elite whose townhouses and condominiums destroy our
green spaces. PLEASE, listen to our voices. Understand the immeasurable healing power of publically
accessible green spaces near our places of work. Don’t take the Elizabeth st garden away from us.

Sincerely,
Devra Freelander
35 Garden St in Bushwick and 354 Broome St in SoHo

Devra Freelander



Testimony in OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development

Good Afternoon

| am opposed to the affordable housing at the Gardens. There are not enough
green spaces in the city and this is a beautiful garden that the community direly
needs. What is proposed does not serve the neighborhood. Affordable housing is
not so affordable.

There are empty spaces on east 4th street next to the old merchants house that
has been vacant for years. There is another space on east 13th Street between a
and b. There are numerous vacant lots around the city that can be used. There
are acouple on west 14th Street.

Sincerely,

Karen Eckhoff



Testimony in OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development

To Whom It May Concern;
Elizabeth Street Garden brings pleasure and a calming to all the local residents,
and visitors-such as myself.

Many of the locals are families with young kids.

To remove this beautiful, green park, filled with sculpture and Mother Nature;
And, replace it with more residents and congestion is not acceptable.

NYC City needs to keep and maintain their green spaces.

Native New Yorker, Debi Kops



Please save Elizabeth St Garden

To whom it may concern,

Elizabeth Street Garden is my happy place when | need to take a break from a busy workday. Its
continued presence is not only important to me but the community. Affordable housing is important as
well, but it should not have to compete with green space in the way the city is purposing. Please consider
the alternate site and allow the garden to continue to serve the community and nature that call it home.

Best,
Quinn

QUINN TORRENS

BERNSTEIN & ANDRIULLI
190 BOWERY, 3RD FL

NEW YORK, NY 10012

0: (212) 682-1490

WWW.BA-REPS.COM
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Dear City Council members,

| have been living in NYC as an immigrant for over ten years.

| am a researcher and lead-authored papers published at Stanford among other institutions and run the
NYC-based company breathing.ai focused on mindful technologies.

Aside from my business, | have also been volunteering for the NYC Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene, NYC Department of Correction on Rikers Island, and been guiding mindfulness classes at
schools and Pre-K across the five boroughs.

The first years in the US, | was often homeless and | am also part of the LGBTTQQIAAP community.

What | find missing in NYC is green space, not housing. It is essential for citizens to find a place to wind
down and local community.

This is what the Elizabeth Street Garden has been for thousands of people, and it is embraced by the
local community and global visitors as reflected in many reviews in top magazines.

| have been guiding a Meetup group at the Elizabeth Street Garden for almost two years with weekly
gatherings year-round. Our around 300 members are all ages, from kids to 82 years.

That is more than twice the size of the people for the survey Haven Green conducted apparently locally -
and those were only participants of the survey, no supporters.

The garden is our weekly home to meet, breathe and be at peace.

| have been following the Haven Green project from the beginning and attended many events.
| do not believe the plan to destroy the garden for real estate is solid at all.

The proponents of the project offered no dialogue to change the site to an alternative and to provide
transparency. They look good when it comes to presentations.

As in many real estate projects in NYC, the premise now could be turned around and a for-profit takes
over later on. The City of NY will have no saying anymore if that will happen as so many times prior.

There are alternatives for sites and the small green space of Haven Green (if developed) is not a
substitute for the thriving communal Elizabeth Street Garden now.

The Elizabeth Street Garden is a landmark of NYC.

Council member Margaret Chin seems to not have visited yet in all the years and we had no dialogue
with her.


http://breathing.ai/

At the City Council hearings, | noticed her roll her eyes when local supporters of Elizabeth Street Garden
spoke, and that showed as much as the large donations from real estate developers her political
campaign receives.

It is a time when we need to listen to our local communities and nature.

What are we focusing on - to destroy the little green space and communities we have for sanity or find
alternatives to build houding sites and keep green space?

We do not know what will happen once the project is turned over. Apparently affordable housing units
in the Little Italy area are taken down these months.

This will continue to happen.

Does one new building project - with many retail spaces and suspiciously large allocated office spaces
for Habitat for Humanity - change the irreversible damage to nature and communities?

It is also unprecedented to try to stage our LGBTTQQIAAP community against the garden. The people
who speak for "us" for Haven Green are not speaking for us all.

It also seems legally questionable to prefer residents based on gender choices.

I am a member of a legal organization and we will look into this as well. | do not identify with male nor
female but | do identify with supporting nature and community.

| urge you to visit the garden, talk to the locals and the true representatives of our community. It is not
Margaret Chin. Please do not rubber stamp as many suggested at the hearing might happen by following
the lead of one council member.

| was homeless and then the thriving natural garden with its community was often my only refuge. It
enabled me to be who | am now and to give back to the City of NY with volunteering and my business.

We need Elizabeth Street Garden.
Our community has spoken in many forms, and will.

Please listen to us.

With kind regards,
Hannes Bend

www.breathing.ai

www.hannesbend.com
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To Whom it May Concern:

| have lived at 236 Mulberry Street for nearly 15 years. The Elizabeth Street Garden makes my Little Italy
apartment and neighborhood livable and provides much needed green space! With all the traffic and
pollution and streets overrun by cars and tourists, the Elizabeth Street Garden is an oasis of nature,
green and peace. | can actually hear birds singing from my window, smell flower scents and bees visit
the plants on my window sill. The garden is one of the nicest things about this neighborhood, please
don’t take it away from the people who actually live here. The residents and community board have

If government is really concerned about low-income housing for seniors why not work with them to
ensure that they can keep their rent-stabilized apartments in the neighborhood instead of allowing
landlords to harass them and push them out? Where was Margaret Chen when this happened on The
Bowery when low-income tenants were pushed out on the street in the middle of the night in the winter
and not allowed to return? The Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden have presented a viable alternative to
paving over this neighborhood haven and treasure. Why is this not being considered? Why does Habitat
for Humanity get a giant low-cost office as part of the deal? Why do these “low-rent” apartments go to
market rate eventually? We have been overrun with new buildings, construction, airbnb rentals, and
chain stores while local people, community-owned businesses, schools (St. Patrick’s) etc are all being
pushed out and sold to the highest bidder. What is left for the community who actually lives here? Why
are there so many unrented storefronts? City council should serve and listen to the residents who live in
the neighborhood - not outside real estate interests. The community and our Community Board has
unequivocally and loudly indicated that we do not want our garden demolished. Please help preserve
our one small slice of nature and beauty in an increasingly over-built, polluted, loud neighborhood
that seems to cater more to business and real estate interests than residents.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Katie

Katie McDonnell

Nomad Vintage

NOMADVINTAGE .COM



http://nomadvintage.com/

To Whom it May Concern

| have lived on Elizabeth Street for nearly 40 years. When | first moved here this was a diverse and
friendly neighborhood. Unfortunately, it has become a transient community. | believe that the Haven
Green Project will aid in helping this area once again become a neighborhood.

The Haven Green Project has my support.
Herman Boykin

hermanboykin@gmail.com



mailto:hermanboykin@gmail.com

Hello,

| am writing to urge you to maintain Elizabeth Street Garden as a garden-- do not give up
this important bit of spaciousness, community, and beauty for development!

New York City is full of hard spaces, cement, brick, metal, noise. We spend so much time
trying *not* to look too closely at what's around us, just to make it through our day.
Elizabeth Street Garden is one small and vital way our city holds onto its humanity. Please
don't take it away from us.

Thank you.

Katie Pearl

www.katiepearl.com

pearldamour.com
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We live in a time where atrocity has become normalized. We have mass murders in our schools.
Opioid addiction is skyrocketing. Suicide is skyrocketing. Even people with good jobs, friends and
family are falling into despair in record numbers. The pursuit of money for the sake of money is not
making anybody happy. If we are to survive as a species it is imperative that we have a cultural and
spiritual awakening. We need to reconnect to community and we need to reconnect to nature.

These two things are what community gardens provide in abundance. It's a quantifiable scientific
fact that people who live in proximity to gardens experience significantly higher degrees of emotional
well being. A flower is what can make you happy. Helping a neighbor is what can make you happy.
Working for and with community is what gives our lives meaning.

And yet the city continues to promulgate the obvious canard that we must choose between
Affordable Housing and Community Gardens.

Let’s put an end to this outrageous lie with the facts.

According to the NYC comptrollers office there are 990 “empty lots” that can be utilized for housing.
Elizabeth Street Garden, Mandela Garden and Pleasant Village Community Garden are just 3 of
them. All three of these gardens together represent less than half of one percent of the total
inventory available. That is half of one percent.

We demand that the city take city land. Land that is the property of We The People and create a plan
that increases both open space AND truly affordable housing. That is rental housing that is tied to
income. We demand that this administration return to us a sustainable, green future, resilient to the
effects of climate change. It is your duty to stop unnecessarily dividing people. It is your duty to
our community. It is your duty to save the future for our children who are powerless to act.

René Calvo
Leader
Mandela Community Garden

www.mandelagarden.org
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Dear City Counsel,

PLEASE! Let our green space be saved!!!

The Elizabeth Street Garden is a gloriously unique and singular place in our neighborhood. We have all

come to cherish this open and green space. And people who come through our neighborhood also love
it.

We would be devastated if this space was developed.

Please preserve this place as a permanent green space for all of us, for the plants that thrive there, and
for the wildlife that also needs this kind of nature in New York City, as well as for the people of all ages

who you see passionately galvanized to protect this place that we love.

Please let the alternate property proposed for development be enough, and let the Elizabeth Street
Garden persist and THRIVE.

Our neighborhood is short on green spaces. All beings need green spaces in order to stay healthy in New
York City!

Thank you so very much.

Sunny Ballyhoo



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing to implore you to preserve the Elizabeth Street Garden. It astonishes me that this treasure
of a garden would even be at risk, especially in a densely populated area of the city so much in need of
open green space. However well-intentioned the city's goals may be, it is not necessary to sacrifice the
Garden to achieve them. Please act before it is too late!

Sincerely,

Don Badinelli

Upper West Side



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

Dear City Councilmembers,

I am writing in support of preserving the Elizabeth Street Garden. | do not live in the neighborhood, but |
deeply appreciate and enjoy visiting this unique and much-needed community green space whenever |
am nearby.

Please do not vote to remove this neighborhood gem.

Sincerely,
Deanna Lee



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

The Elizabeth Street Garden is a vital part of our neighborhood, one that has no significant
green spaces. While | enjoyed the space and many events there previously, since my spouse
became disabled It has been invaluable to me. Initially traveling with a walker, he is now
wheelchair bound and looks forward to outings in the park. The park is also valuable in
creating community by bringing together the young and old, rich and poor, residents and
tourists. Surely we can provide affordable housing without destroying this jewel of a resource.

Thank you for taking the time to listen to how important this park has been to one community
resident.

Eva Machauf



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing to implore you to preserve the Elizabeth Street Garden. It astonishes me that this treasure
of a garden would even be at risk, especially in a densely populated area of the city so much in need of
open green space. However well-intentioned the city's goals may be, it is not necessary to sacrifice the
Garden to achieve them. Please act before it is too late!

Sincerely,

Don Badinelli

Upper West Side



Save the Garden!

The Elizabeth Street Garden is a community gathering place and sanctuary for the natural
environment.

To see this community treasure destroyed in favor of a development when there are so few
wildlife habitats left would be shameful and environmentally detrimental. People from all walks
of life have experienced the many pleasures and services the garden has provided: a place to sit
and eat lunch, a place to meet a friend, a place to relax, a place to unwind from the city grind, a
place to learn and observe, a place to simply reflect. Wildlife of all types - bees, butterflies, birds
- flock to this green haven, finding safe harbor from the city’s steel and concrete structures.

In these ways and many others, the garden in its organic form nourishes the mind and bodies of
people and wildlife alike, providing an essential service to the community. If the garden is
destroyed through a development project, visitors to (and people of) New York will no longer be
able to stumble upon and experience the many wonders of the Elizabeth Street garden - and that
would be a heartbreaking loss to the community at large.

Please! Save the garden!

Thank you for your consideration.

Best,

Joseph Cato

Resident of Chinatown, NYC



Dear people that control the future of nyc,

What makes a city................ ?

Allowing us to be in touch with our humanity with nature & magic A chance to listen & watch birds fly
fast and close Remnants of a hawks hunt & sometimes the hawk A tomcat so worried & fearful - but
when it came to a chance mate became so brave Trees that can grow so fast and some so slow Bumble
bees that pop out of nowhere surprising you with their harmless buzz Dogs holding their ground
refusing to leave Finding a monarch chrysalis in wonderment & admiring a jewel Statues watching &
protecting People coming together talking about their apartments & towns & cities & countries their

All in the garden

The Elizabeth Street Garden houses our spirit & mind & body & our community can we really be a
community in NYC without it?

Can nyc be without communities?

We hold you to your vote & hope you consider the future nyc & the earth.

Patricia Squillari

Mott Street
NY, NY 10012



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

Please save Elizabeth Street Garden. | have relied on the garden as my place to recharge and reconnect
with nature in our neighborhood. | am a senior citizen and sorely need a haven from the rushing streets
and to see the children and babies enjoying the outdoors. It reassures me that the world will continue to be
a joyous place, and that is a tremendous comfort to me. | will be heartbroken if this unique a peaceful

oasis is taken from me.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Jensen



Elizabeth St. Garden

To Whom It May Concern,

With the rampant development of our beloved city, preserving green spaces for the benefit of all
citizens is a goal that should be at the forefront of our elected officials. By keeping this garden
intact, quality of life for the neighbors and the joy of tourists would remain. | have enjoyed this
garden and would love to continue to do so. Please save this garden.

Thank you,

Ann



Hello:

My name is Mrs Cooke, | am a senior resident of New York City.

Yes, it is true, that the city needs housing for the elderly.

Elderly persons love and will love to walk and rest in the Elizabeth Street Garden - as it is now!

The alternative sites for building this type of residence are not only offering much more living space for
the elderly but also securing public space, as the garden is right now.

Private interests cannot possibly be mixed with public interests. They contradict each other. This
developer's interests are not to fulfill promises for a better future for any community but rather to fulfill
his own financial needs. It is not because Habitat for Humanity NY is behind this project that this
developer's interests are lessened. In fact, their own interests are contradictory, a convenient facade.

The city residents do not need more stores, concrete and glass environment that create suffocation of
bodies and souls. They need affordable housing that doesn't eradicate beauty, peace, art and history.
That is why so many elderly residents flock to parks in Chinatown and elsewhere in lower Manhattan.

The Elizabeth Street Garden is an absolute treasure, unsurpassed anywhere in the city, unparalleled,
absolutely unique treasure in which history, art, conviviality, nature, peace, beauty are intermingled.

In a time when we are all talking about climate change, do we really need more concrete and glass
buildings or more trees and plants?

There is a contradiction between the challenges we face and the developers' needs.

Thank you in advance for voting with your conscience for the solution that will bring the least
devastation in the near future and in the long term.

Mrs Jeannine Sandrini-Cooke



Dear Council members,

Housing for the homeless is a critical problem that we all must solve. | have long supported Habitat for
Humanity and and Habitat for Humanity International. But the proposed Green Haven Elizabeth Street
housing for a small fraction of one percent of New York's homeless does not address the solution. And
Green Haven is a misleading word play for the trivial amount of green space it would provide. It does
not justify the demolition of Elizabeth Street Garden.

Thanks to the sensitive searching eyes of Allan Seivera, Elizabeth Street Garden has evolved from an
abandoned street lot to a fascinating collection of architectural balustrades, fences, benches and
sculpture, and now, to an absolutely unique outdoor garden of art. You can sit with friends or family,
surrounded by trees, flowers and fascinating architectural gems. Unlike other NYC parks, you are not
distracted by heavy car and truck traffic. It's an absolutely intimate park. There's nothing like it in the
entire continent! So for all of us present and future New Yorkers, please, please, save it.

John Antrobus



| strongly urge the New York City Council to save the magnificent Elizabeth Street Garden from a badly
misguided development plan.

We have so little neighborhood open space in Manhattan - especially in Lower Manhattan - that ANY
loss of public space is a disaster.

The Haven Green plan will not even provide a significant amount of senior housing while obliterating a
precious neighborhood resource which the City Council should be doing its best to defend, not destroy.

The Haven Green plan is basically a giveaway to Habitat for Humanity. It stinks of corruption and should
be investigated by the District Attorney, not approved by the City Council.

What Haven Green offers us is the WORST OF ALL POSSIBLE PLANS:

1) the loss of much-needed open space;

2) the destruction of a beloved and beautiful garden;

3) a giveaway to a politically connected organization that is rolling in money;

4) the refusal to consider nearby public land that could provide FAR MORE senior housing than the
Haven Green plan would;

5) the manufacturing of a housing crisis where none exists, since the city has been LOSING POPULATION
over the past two years and is on track to continue to do so.

AS A SENIOR CITIZEN, | am appalled and embarrassed that seniors are being manipulated by the
politicians and the developers to support a plan that favors us over the greater public good.

How could I possibly live in Haven Green knowing that it sits on a garden where neighborhood children
played and families, friends, and neighbors could gather?

There is no other resource like the Elizabeth Street Garden anywhere in the neighborhood. Indeed,
there is no other garden like it in the city.

Why would you destroy it? Save the Garden instead!
Sincerely,

Richard Hughes



Dear City Council,

| live in soho and love the Elizabeth Street Garden! It not only provides much-needed green space for
the neighborhood, but it has truly created a sense of place and community - through community events,
local musician performances, wellness groups, etc.

Please save and preserve this gem for our city! Thank you for your consideration.

Merritt Tam



Dear Council,

| was not able to attend the hearing but wanted to add my comments as a neighbor to the Elizabeth
Street Garden for over six years.

| can't think of a more shortsighted thing for the city to do since the 1963 destruction of the beautiful
Pennsylvania Station. Inspiring, beautiful public spaces are rare downtown.

Only recklessness and greed could conspire to destroy such a special community meeting space. Frankly,
as a taxpayer, the insider political wheeling and dealing of this situation is reprehensible, and | can only
assume an individual(s) so adamant about destroying the garden must be getting some type of pay-
off/kickback, especially when there are better locations for more housing. Typical NYC sleazy politics in
the face of common sense for the community.

| have made countless friends in the neighborhood because of the Elizabeth Street Garden. Itisa
nature respite for everyone in the community and for visitors across the world, where one can actually
see the sky, and the sun, birds and trees in the middle of a concrete jungle. It will be a tragic mistake for
you to rob this community of such a special meeting place.

Best,
Lara Day

Rivington St



Good afternoon,

As members of the downtown community, we wrote in support of saving Elizabeth Street Garden. My
two children (and third on the way) love spending time in the garden; to them it is the most magical
place in NYC.

Most recently we attended the Easter Egg Hunt at ESG (at no cost to the community) and had a
wonderful community experience. My children were able to run around, plant seeds and meet new
friends. It will be a huge loss to the community if the garden is closed.

Thanks for reading this note and please consider saving the garden.

Amanda Weiner



Testimony in OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development

Dear NY City,

Please do not displace Elizabeth Street Garden! | lived for a summer in that neighborhood and saw first

hand what a beautiful and transcendent atmosphere the garden contributed to the whole area.
Thank you,

Bethany Lee

Jersey City resident and visitor to Elizabeth Street Garden



HAVEN GREED -- A Model For Future Corruption

For the record:

It was suggested to me that | might want to add my two-cents to this discussion since | used to
live on Spring and Elizabeth Street in the bad old days.

At first | thought: What’s the point? Why waste my time? The Council Members don’t care
about what is right and wrong for their constituents — at least not when weighed against what
their donors and powermongers dictate. Then | thought that as a senior citizen, | have to
admire and support those who care enough to fight against crooked odds.

The rationale for maintaining this public oasis in an area encased in concrete and using the
more suitable property for the public housing is clearly a no-brainer. But it is being swamped by
another no-brainer: The worst of the worst make their “living” selling out the people who
elected them. Councilmember Chin no doubt feels superior to the wiseguys who used to run
Little Italy, but at least they actually looked out for the people in the neighborhood. At least
they had a code.

Selling out the people who love the Elizabeth Street Garden will illustrate how low —how venal
and detestable — NYC Councilmembers — can be. This vote will clearly identify the public
enemies — and hopefully some public servants as well.

Margaret Donovan

New York, NY



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden
Dear Sir/ Madam

| visit New York City once a year from the UK. | would like you to reconsider the proprosed building
work in the Elizabeth Street Gardens for the following reasons:

It adds character to the city which in turn attracts tourists
No or very few green spaces is detrimental to the mental health of the community.
Green spaces are good for the planet

Where are the pensioners going to spend their leisure time if you have built their homes on the only
piece of green space in the area?

Regards,

Gabrielle O'Donnell



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

| visit the Elizabeth Street Garden on a frequent basis year round. It's a refreshing open/green space in a
location that has very little of it. It assists in fostering a sense of community and has events for both
adults and children. It would be a devestating loss to destroy this open space which if destroyed can't be
replaced now or in the future.

More disturbing would be to construct on the Garden site when in fact there are other sites in the area
that offer the potential for more housing units without destroying open space.

Housing is very important however so is a community with proper conditions to enjoy the outdoors in your
neighborhood and local sponsored events to meet and exchange with your neighbors.

PLEASE SAVE THE GARDEN1

Guy Graff



Dear New York City Council Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses:

My name is Emily Hellstrom and | am on the board of Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden. | have lived in this
neighborhood since 1996 and | am currently raising my three children here. | am the president of the PTA at PS343,
| sit on the board of my local BID, and | serve on the Community Education Council for District 2.

When Bill de Blasio first ran for Mayor, he promised to approach significant land-use issues from the bottom-up,
instead of the top-down approach Bloomberg used. He said he wanted grasssroots activism and civic engagement.

We have been civically engaged...

e 12 public hearings

e 4 Community Board Resolutions passed in support of saving 100% of the Garden

e 10,000 letters and signatures of support from local residents and small business owners

e Every elected local official from Congress down to our District Leaders, except for Mayor de Blasio and
Council Member Chin

e Hundreds of free public events and and educational programs every year

e Hundreds of volunteers running those events

e 100,000 visitors each year, including local elementary students, families and seniors, as well as residents
from around the city and tourists from around the world.

The ULURP process is in place so that there is a chance for the community to weigh in, but after nearly 6 years, we
have been wholly ignored. A lot has happened over those 6 years, but a lot hasn’t.

We could have broken ground at 388 Hudson to build 5 times as much housing and 2 times the park that Haven
Green has proposed. We could have united as a community to demand that we take back the ill-conceived and
rarely used government owned parking lot at 2 Howard Street. We could have secured the152 units of affordable
housing directly next to the Garden, the residents at 21 Spring, many of whom are seniors, ensured that they age
in place in the affordable housing which is set to expire in just a few years!

This Community IS Civically Engaged. We have asked Mayor de Blasio and Margaret Chin to come see what we
have done, we have asked them to listen to the Historic Little Italy and Soho Community, we have asked them for a
viable compromise. They have answered: a 40 million dollar taxpayer/developer giveaway of land that has
belonged to the public for over 200 years all for a dollar and housing that has been compromised by a 11,700 sq’
office space, an open space that will be privately owned shaded pavement with hours that do not serve the
community.

We ask your committee to stand by the public, oppose this project, build 5 times as much housing on 388 Hudson
Street and save Elizabeth Street Garden should be saved in its entirety FOREVER.

Thank you for your time,

Emily Hellstrom



To Whom It May Concern,

I’'m writing with the urgent and desperate request to oppose the Haven Green development on the
Elizabeth Street Garden site. | grew up in the neighborhood and am raising my family here. As you know
there are few parks (they are always crowded) and little to none green space. We need to protect the
little that is left.

We have spent a lot of time at the ESG. We go there to see what’s happening in nature; leaves budding,
flowers blooming, leaves dropping, etc. It is our connection to nature. We go there for events; my
husband read to 4 year-olds there every Thursday for years, we go there to sit and read. Basically, the
garden provides community, awareness of nature and a place to breathe.

There is such rampant development going on in our neighborhood. How is it okay to continue to build
and congest the neighborhood and take away our only green space? Seniors need housing, but surely
our elected representatives can make it possible to manage the development to balance out
community’s need for both green space and senior citizens. It should not be an either or.

Please consider how to create this needed balance. | know there is an opportunity to build the senior
housing in Hudson Street.

Please protect the Elizabeth Street Garden!
Sincerely,

Naima Freitas



Dear City Council,

| have lived in Soho for over 11 years and my family (I have three children) and | frequently use Elizabeth
Street Garden. My kids love to go to the Saturday art workshop at McNally Jackson and then go to the
park. We also love the garden programming, as my kids love to do the gardening activities and it is a
welcome chance for me to sit and read the paper while they are engaged in nature. We always use this
beautiful park when we want to have a family picnic. When they were young, my kids used to get freaked
out when they touched grass with their bare feet because they never got the chance to! Please do not let
this beautiful piece of land be given away when there is a very good alternative space.

Open space, once gone, is gone forever.
For the future of my children, this city, and this earth, please save the garden.

John Marino



Dear Council,

As a onetime resident (1990s)and frequent visitor to the area, | have been saddened to see the green
spaces or simply open spaces, patches of sky, relentlessly infilled, often by projects designed to displace
the existing community. As sad or sadder, the displacement of the people who made the neighborhood
what it was, the neighborhood's seniors.

Green space is a public health commodity, well understood by 1895, when Central Park was dedicated.
Given our climate crisis, permeable surface is another kind of value in short supply.

As a disabled asthmatic, | can vouch that the wonderful if paved in places park 8/10s of a mile away is
not a viable substitute.

Several crises converge here, but what we do NOT lack is built living space. If the council is so unwilling
to consider the proposed nearby lot, for reasons they prefer not to divulge(?) maybe the city offering to
buy or rent some unsold space nearby is a good solution.

Destroying a last patch of green in a neighborhood where Steve Croman was allowed to displace dozens
of families? Surely you can do better.

Amanda Yaggy



Dear Chair Adams and the Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses,

Attached please find my testimony in Opposition to the Haven Green development, as well as presentation
shared at the hearing and available at bit.ly/SaveESG.

I support sending this project back to the drawing board and engaging on a true win-win solution. | want to
highlight:

e Win-Win Solution. Since 2015, CB 2 has proposed an alternative Win-Win Solution at a nearby city-
owned site — 388 Hudson, a nearby, larger, gravel-filled city-owned lot where up to 5x as much
senior housing can be built. Because local residents of Community Board 2 receive 50% preference
for any locally-built affordable housing units, this Win-Win Solution will provide up to 5x the chance
of obtaining an affordable unit for Council Member Chin’s constituents who live in CB 2. Because the
city promised this Alternative Site for a park, it will not be available if the Garden is developed. For
more details on the Win-Win Solution, visit here or see attached.

e Grassroots Initiative for More Park Space. The effort to save Elizabeth Street Garden started with a
Grassroots Initiative to get more park space. It was only then that we uncovered a side-deal agreement
linked to a rezoning in Community Board 3. Even thought the Garden is located in Community Board
2, CB 2 was not contacted about this side-deal agreement — there was no public review, discussion or
transparency.

e Just the Facts: 1974 Compromise for School & Housing. The Garden site has been held in trust for
nearly 200 years for educational purposes. In 1974, the NY Times covered the city’s announced
compromise — the city would build a new 600-seat public school as well as affordable housing on the
newer part of the school site. In 1981, the city sold 65% of the school site to DeMatteis for $270,000
(not $1) and DeMatteis built 151 units of Section 8 housing at 21 Spring Street, set to expire in 2023.
(See attached NYTimes article.) Due to the city’s fiscal crisis, the school was never built.

Kind regards,
Jeannine

Jeannine Kiely

Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden
jeannine.kiely@elizabethstreetgarden.org
917-297-4475

elizabethstreetgarden.ORG
Donate to Friends Legal Defense Fund
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FRIENDS OF

VOTE NO

REJECT BACK ROOM DEALS, SUPPORT
TRANSPARENCY AND A WIN-WIN SOLUTION

Good afternoon, | am Jeannine Kiely, president of Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden and a
park and education advocate. Yesterday, | testified in support of greater diversity in our public
schools and today, | speak in OPPOSITION to the Haven Green development.

We are here because our grassroots initiative uncovered a secret back room deal.
Meanwhile, the city ignores a win-win solution that will provide up to 5x as much housing for
our seniors.

e The effort to save Elizabeth Street Garden started from a Grassroots Initiative by
local activists to get more public park space!

e It was only then that we uncovered a secret back room deal that our Councilmember
negotiated as part of the Essex Crossing rezoning (on the Lower East Side) -- a non-
binding, behind-the-scenes deal with zero public review, zero public discussion
and zero transparency!

¢ Since then, CB 2 held seven public hearings, passed five resolutions for the Garden
and identified an alternative city-owned site — a nearby gravel-filled lot (previously
promised for park space) — where up to 5x as much senior housing can be built.

e But the city ignored our community and a win-win compromise!

e Council Member Chin herself has called for greater transparency against back-room
deals on Rivington House, the Two Bridges Mega Towers, the Chinatown Jail and
many other projects, yet there was NO transparency on this deal.

I've shared a detailed presentation and will highlight:

=

The Garden site is held in trust for educational purposes, since 1822.

2. The city committed to a new school and housing, and the promised affordable housing
was already built in 1981.

3. This development will destroy the Garden, leaving behind a tiny, shadow-filled private
open space. The renderings sure are pretty, but they are misleading and unrealistic.

4. Affordable housing is allocated by age, income and household size, not sexual

preference. But, with 50% preference for CB 2 residents, the win-win alternative will

benefit 5x as many of Council Member Chin’s constituents.

Support transparency and a win-win solution! Please vote no!
Thank you.

Jeannine Kiely

President, Friends of Elizabeth Street Garden

jeanninekiely@elizabethstreetgarden.org
917-297-4475

View presentation at http://bit.ly/SaveESG.

Elizabeth Street between Prince & Spring Streets, New York City
elizabethstreetgarden.org - #SaveESG - #elizabethstreetgarden
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City to Revive and Refurbish Little Italy

By GLENN FOWLER SEPT. 20, 1974

Mayor Beanie announced plans yesterday to restore and strengthen Little Italy, the
neighborhood on the Lower East Side that generations of Italian immigrants have
been proud to call home but that has fallen prey to neglect.

Timing his announcement with the Festival of San Gennaro, the fair taking
place this week on Mulberry Street in the heart of Little Italy, Mr. Beame called for
a “risorgimento” — a resurgence — that would upgrade the residential and
commercial area.

Two proposals that will be implemented at once are construction of a 600-
pupil elementary school and 180-unit moderate-income apartment house at
Elizabeth and Spring Streets and the refurbishing of De Salvio Park at Mulberry
and Spring Streets — the only public park in Little, Italy.

Other proposals call for 520 additional housing units on seven scattered sites,
rehabilitation of older housing, restoration and preservation of historic storefronts
and a program of economic development to attract new businesses and jobs. Social
services would be increased, with ‘ambulatory and geriatric-care facilities and
community programs for youths and the aged.

The proposals were developed by the Department of City Planning in
consultation with a community organization, the Little Italy Restoration
Association. They include conversion of the old Police Headquarters on Center
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Street into an Italian-American cultural center and the conversion of a two-block
stretch of Mulberry Street into a pedestrian mall.

Mr. Beame and John E. Zuccotti, chairman of the City Planning Commission,
said at a City Hall news conference attended by several community leaders and
political figures that they considered Little Italy a citywide resource and not merely
a focal point for New York's Italian community.

The Planning Department recommendations for Little Italy cover the 125-acre
area bounded by Canal Street on the south, the Bowery on the east, Bleecker Street
on the north and Broadway on the west. The area is densely built up, mostly with
six-story tenements that date back more than half a century and with stores or
restaurants crowding the street level.

According to the 1970 census, 14,581 people lived in Little Italy that year, and
community members say a small number of immigrants from Italy move in yearly.

The closing of part of Mulperry Street and the renovation pf De Salvio Park—
named after the late John De Salvio, father of Assemblyman Louis De Salvio, who
was a Democratic district leader on the Lower East Side before his son assumed
that post—are parts of a broader plan to enhance pedestrian circulation.

The plan, adapted from a traditional Italian planning approach called
“pedonalizzazione,” or pedestrianization, will involve a network of piazzas and
vest-pocket parks linked widened sidewalks.

Mulberry Street would be closed from Canal to Grand Street on an
experimental basis. De Salvio Park, on which $250,000 will be spent for
improvemeat, is to become a part of the pedestrian network.

The plans were put in motion early this year when the restoration association
approached Borough President Percy E. Sutton of Manhattan, who persuaded the
Planning Department to undertake the study.

“New York City is not a melting pot,” Mr. Sutton explained yesterday. “That
concept does us a disservice. We are a conglomeration of many ethnic groups, each
with its own habits and interests, that have accommoaated themselves to one

another. That's really our strength.
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Elizabeth Street Garden: IN OPPOSITION TO DEVELOPMENT OF HAVEN GREEN
My name is Tessa Grundon.

| am an artist and have lived in the neighborhood with my family for 30 years. | am testifying in
OPPOSITION to the Haven Green development that will destroy the beloved and much needed Elizabeth
Street Garden.

Mayor Bill de Blasio himself said “Every New Yorker deserves access to clean, safe green spaces, no matter what
neighborhood they live in. By doubling our investment in historically underserved neighborhood parks, we are
significantly improving the quality of life of families and children across this city. Our sustained investments in
additional neighborhood parks will expand the Community Parks Initiative’s impact to 3 million New Yorkers —
ensuring countless more families and children will have a revitalized park right in their neighborhood.” The
community has created this neighborhood garden and is everything de Blasio wanted to initiate.

The proposed development will destroy Elizabeth Street Garden.

1. Open space figures are inflated. The city’'s ULURP application notes only +/- 6,700 sq. ft. of
publicly accessible open space[1], not the “more than 8,000 SF” touted on the applicant’'s website,[2] nor
the 8,800 sq. ft. presented at the March 13, 2019 City Planning Commission Hearing. The difference is an
indoor breezeway, which is not open to the sky and not open space.

2. The development will cover nearly two-thirds of the lot, not the 60% permitted under Special
Little Italy District zoning.* Haven Green’s ULURP application[3] excludes from its lot coverage
calculations a one-story building of approximately 1,705 sq. ft. [4], resulting in total lot coverage of 13,025
sq. ft. or more than 65% of the lot.[5] The city falsely portrays the open space as a compromise, not
an attempt to comply with zoning. In fact, because the proposed development exceeds the 60%
permitted lot coverage, the applicant should request a special permit to waive the zoning.

[ll Haven Green ULURP application, 190184HAM, page 15, 109-141, “Ground Floor Garden Area = 6,746 sq. ft.”

[2] Haven Green homepage at https://www.havengreencommunity.nyc, “More than 8,000 square feet of publicly
accessible open space.”

[3] Haven Green ULURP application, 190184HAM, page 15, 109-122, “Lot Coverage=11,321.3 sq. ft.”

[4] Haven Green ULURP application, 190184HAM, page 16, one-story building area is (33’ 1 34”) * (51" 4 34”) =
1,703.56 sq. ft.

[5] Actual lot coverage is (11,321.30+1,703.56) / (19,995) = 65.14%.

Please help us save our garden, this place is the heart and soul of our community.
Many thanks,
Tessa Grundon


https://www.havengreencommunity.nyc/

Tessa Grundon
646-644-9764
www.tessagrundon.com
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Elizabeth Street Garden: Saved vs. Destroyed
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Support Elizabeth Street Garden
Dear City Council,

I am a soon to be retired teacher, who lives near Elizabeth Street Garden and
often spends time sitting and reading in the Garden. As you are deliberating
over the fate of Elizabeth Street Garden, I would like to make some points
that call into question the wisdom of destroying and replacing the Elizabeth
Street Garden with a private development for affordable housing and office
space.

First, if, as Margaret Chin’s office has apparently indicated, the city wants to
build both on Elizabeth Street Garden and the alternative, gravel filled lot on
Hudson street — where will the promised green, open space for our
neighborhood be? It cannot be that all available empty space will be built on —
but then why destroy one unique, much beloved space to create another park
somewhere else, instead of satisfying both urgent priorities by allowing
Elizabeth Street Garden to continue to exist and build the affordable housing
wherever there is a legitimately empty, blighted lot?

In addition to the fact that destroying the Garden - which has been here for
almost 30 years, ever since I moved into the neighborhood in 1991 - will be
traumatic to many residents, and be mourned for decades, any newly built
park could not be as beautiful or resonant with residents here as Elizabeth
Street Garden is. It is a unique, artful place, created over decades of tending to
design and attention to space rarely possible in a city park.

Please give careful consideration to the alternative plans that allow both for
affordable housing and for the preservation of this unique Garden, already a

landmark — if not an officially recognized one. Please help avert the
destruction of the Garden before it is too late!

Sincerely,
Barry Loewer

Prince St.



To the City Council,

Madness is the only way to describe act of tearing down a jewel of quiet and a sanctum in the
loudest most obnoxious city in the world. This space is a treasure built by a community living
on the intersection of "Be Rich" and "Buy More." To live on our blocks is to be caught on the
battlefield between people and power, magic and assault, magic and meaninglessness, designers
and retail, homes and "real estate.” We've watched treasured institution fall.

What will be left to love about New York? We won't forget.
-Matthew Aidekman

Elizabeth Street
10012 NY, NY



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

Dear City Council,

Elizabeth Street Garden is irreplaceable, a unique meeting place of peace, tranquility,
education, celebration, and community spirit. Please vote against its destruction. Capturing a
Garden is no way for New York City to deal with housing problems. As someone who seeks out
gardens and parks daily in the city | love hourly, | implore you to take a minute to think about
how much Elizabeth Garden, as is, contributes to the aura of our town, and in a NYC
nanosecond, you'll know deep down, Elizabeth Garden deserves to be honored. Do not take
down or change what is already a beloved landmark to thousands and thousands. Make your
celebration of the Garden part of the movement to help keep America green. Otherwise,
because there are other options for building housing, you will look like an angry God expelling
citizens from our Eden

Horn, Barbara R.



Please Save Our Garden!

Hello. I am Maxwell Schoenstein, a 12 year old who lives a few blocks from the wonderful
Elizabeth Street Garden. | was not able to attend the meeting thursday, but I wanted to submit
my testimony. Growing up in NYC, the only thing that I wish for is fresh air and a place to play.
Elizabeth Street Garden checks both of these boxes, and it is the only place in our neighborhood
to do that. | remember having a snow day once and going there and laying. Elizabeth Strreet
Garden has something for evberyone. For the young and the old. It is such an importamt place
and | think it needs to be preserved.



Elizabeth Street Garden - Don't close

To whom it may concern,

| am writing to express my support to keep Elizabeth Street Garden open to the public. We have
a rare opportunity to preserve a very unique oasis and NYC landmark. | am sure that the

affordable house structure, which is very important indeed, can be built on another site, without
having to destroy a public Park.

| really hope the powers that be can help to maintain this very special piece of nature.
Thank you,

Walt

WALT MATTESON



to whom it may concern,

i discovered the elizabeth street garden several years ago - i was riding by on my bicycle when i saw the
remarkable confluence of statuary and plants and pulled up short. what a magical place - unlike any
other in new york city. i signed up to volunteer and saw firsthand the effect of that space on people
walking by. there were visitors from europe who had the ESG on their must-see list of important places;
there was a grown man, son of italian immigrants, who had grown up across the street and remembered
playing stickball in the street next to what had been a weed filled vacant lot; there was an artist who
came to the garden through every season of the year to sketch; there were lovers and children and
pensioners. unlike some other green spaces in the city, this was a garden that was always full of people
who truly loved it.

it is hard to believe that a treasure like this one could give way to the bulldozer. please choose the
alternate site for low income housing. please save the garden for a neighborhood that needs it and
loves it.

thank you.

joan kreiss



SAVE OUR GARDEN

Please please please do not destroy the Elizabeth Street Garden. There are so many excellent
alternatives for affordable housing (and so many lots that have seemed to stand open for years,
waiting for development), and so little green space in our neighborhood. The community
deserves this tiny patch of grass and tree -- to take it away from us is short-sighted and cruel.

We love the park for the sense of community it fosters, and the oasis it provides in the middle of
a neighborhood that has already been dramatically impacted by recent development and greed.

Please listen. Please do the right thing. Please leave us our garden.
Thank you,

Jennifer Keller



Long live Elizabeth Street Garden
Dear City Council Members,
Community gardens are the essence of what makes lower Manhattan magical.

Imagine walking through the east village and every place where there used to be a garden, there
is a real estate development. Now imagine walking thru Nolita and seeing a real estate
development in the place of Elizabeth Street Garden. Now imagine everyone, the whole
community and all the tourists, walking through these neighborhoods and seeing walled in pits
full of mud and backhoes in the place of gardens. Would this change bring joy? To how many
people? Think rough numbers. What type of person gets excited when they see a real estate
development where once there was a garden? Does this type of person make up the majority?

If no one had ever defended the parks and the gardens, and there was no Central Park, no
Prospect Park, no community gardens, just a chunk of steel and concrete and a mass of miserable
people paying rent... then this would not be the greatest city in the word.. it wouldn't even make
the top 100.

Take a stand and step over to the righteous side of history.. and next time it's sunny out, pick up
some lunch and take it to Elizabeth Street Garden and celebrate what makes this city one of the
finest the world as ever known.

Thanks for your time,
Winston

winstonford.com



http://winstonford.com/

| was unable to attend the hearing this past Thursday at the New York City Council Subcommittee
on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses hearing.

I am 100% in support of saving the Elizabeth Street Gardens and propose that affordable and low
income housing be better utilized on larger properties than can house multiple times more apartments
than ESG.

Elizabeth Street Gardens is the ONLY open public garden for neighbors to use (Soho, Noho, Little
Italy, the Bowery). There is not another green park or green space near by.

All ages enjoy the beauty of the well kept gardens and the many events offered throughout the
season. It will be an enormous loss to the surrounding neighbors to lose the garden.

I have heard that NO ONE, including our Mayor, and especially, Margaret Chin, have never agreed
to even meet with the ESG organizers to talk about saving the garden.

I would expect Councilwoman Chin and the Mayor and more of than ONE of City Council
Subcommittee, to at least respectfully meet with the ESG committee to discuss reasonable options
and solutions that will save the gardens. To this date, NOT ONE of these people has offered to do
SO.

It seems apparent that the City and Councilwoman Chin have better options with the developers than
with the quality of life of our neighborhood and saving the Elizabeth Street Gardens .

Mary Rolland
Soho resident



Dear Council Members:

| write because my family is distraught by the impending demolition of the Elizabeth Street Garden. My
life partner and | have lived on Crosby Street since 2003 and we are happily raising our two school-age
children in this wonderful neighborhood. The Elizabeth Street Garden is not just one of the very few
outdoor spaces available in the vicinity, it is a unique oasis and the vibrant heart of this area.

The notion that this issue is a battle between outdoor space and affordable housing is a false premise.
There are nearby locations available to develop larger affordable housing units. There is nothing else -
here or anywhere else in Manhattan - like the Elizabeth Street Garden (I hope you have at least gone to
visit it on a sunny day). Nobody would ever propose tearing down an affordable housing unit to build a
garden, and | do not know how the opposite makes any more sense.

The truth of the matter is that this particular development is in the economic interest of certain
developers, their cohorts, and the politicians they support. The proposed development includes office
space and retail. But it does not include anything that would reasonably replicate or replace the
Elizabeth Street Garden, a dream spot that will instead by bulldozed out of existence.

We urge you all to reverse course and save this precious outdoor space.

| appreciate your consideration,

Richard C. Schoenstein



Save the garden! PLEASE!

NoLita has been my home for over 4 years and will be for many years to come. As a new mom
with a tiny, expensive apartment, we cherish neighborhood strolls and green grass: With no
access to outdoor space, Elizabeth Street Garden is the closest thing we have to a “backyard”
that’s not hugged by dangerous traffic or the majority of which is covered in cement (like Sara D
Roosevelt Park).

Please do the smart thing- use an the alternative location that makes far more sense for affordable
housing such as at 388 Hudson Street. Support hard working families like mine who appreciate
and need the garden and say NO to the proposed development.

Thank you,

Amy Stringwell
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in defense of the Elizabeth Street Garden

We were sorry to miss the hearing on Thursday, so this is to express in writing how opposed we are to
the destruction of the Elizabeth Street Garden. We are very much in favor of affordable housing, but the
proposed use of this particular piece of land strikes us as short-sighted, inefficient, and hardly justifiable.
Given the height constraints, the number of affordable units would be negligible in relation to what the
neighborhood and the whole city would lose, and the impact on thousands of residents--not least on
those inside the big housing project next door.

Once sold and developed, the much-needed green space cannot be taken back. Cities all around the
world are working on becoming more livable and breathable (Bejiing being the newest spectacular
example), and it seems like NYC is sorely lacking vision. (Why wouldn't you build in Central Park?)

We strongly urge you to look at other sites for construction, sites that do not necessitate the destruction of
a gem, or the destruction of green space in a community that has less of it than most others.

We also urge you to look at existing housing that could be made affordable, and at already-existing
affordable housing whose affordability should be extended. For example, I'm told that the affordability of
the big LIRA building right next to the Elizabeth Street Garden, is about to expire. In the meantime,
seemingly unconcerned, the city is selling off housing and land in the area for other uses.

As for leaving some green as a compromise inside the proposed Haven Green development, | think we
have all come to understand that the renderings are terribly misleading and that not much would grown in
the shade of the new building. As for building on the other proposed building site on Hudson *in addition*
to the ESG site rather than in lieu of it, | very much doubt this would ever happen--as Toby Bergman
pointed out at a recent CB2 hearing, let's be honest, that's just not how cities are being built.

Laura Hoffmann

& Lily (17)

Erika Hoffmann-Koenige
Lafayette St.

NYC 10012

since 1976



To Whom it May Concern:

As a long time resident of Elizabeth Street | wanted to voice my strong opposition to
development of the Elizabeth Street Garden. The city's character, and in turn, the character of its
citizens, is partly informed by access to uncanny, relaxing spaces that exist simply to be enjoyed
and contemplated. The Elizabeth Street Garden ranks high, in New York City, as one of these
spaces. It's loss would be incalculable.

As a resident who relies on affordable housing, | would add that I fully agree with the need to
build and secure more affordable units. Supporters and opponents alike have pointed out larger,
non controversial spaces that are ready to be developed. As is, current proposals for the
development of the Garden would be out of reach for most low income seniors. Branding the
development as LGBTQ oriented was both disingenuous and capricious as the City has no legal
way to police who does get access. This development has pitted neighbor against neighbor. The
process, which has been cloaked and rushed, has been terrible for the neighborhood.

Finally, as a father to be, | have looked forward to taking my future son to the Garden. Spaces
like it will bring magic to his upbringing, his relationship to the City, and will, by their very
existence, teach him in being a better steward of his extended home. Losing the Garden would
ultimately be his and other future children’s loss above all.

Thank you,
Alex de Lucena



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

| am writing in support of keeping the Elizabeth Street Garden intact as the beautiful and necessary
garden it now is.

It is not comprehensible to me why such a widely used and appreciated green space as this is should be
destroyed to place another building in this neighborhood that has so little usable outdoor space. There
are other places to build seniors’ housing ( | say this as a senior!) Please allow this neighborhood to keep
this gem of a garden.

Sincerely, Janis Donnaud
Sent from my iPhone

Janis A. Donnaud
77 Bleecker Street
Suite C1-25

Nyc, NY 10012

212 431-2663 office



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden
Dear City Council members:

| attended Thursday’s subcommittee hearing with my 2 year old daughter because the Elizabeth Street
Garden is building a strong community for her and all of us in the neighborhood and it must be
preserved.

| am not wealthy or privileged. | am raising my daughter in the home where | grew up, two blocks from
the Garden.

The Elizabeth Street Garden serves as a place where neighbors from all backgrounds have formed a
community. As a Garden volunteer and by attending Garden events, | have gotten to know neighbors |
would never have met. Our paths would never have crossed. There is no other space in the
neighborhood that is safe, free and welcoming to everyone.

As a child, | played on cement playgrounds and on synthetic turf because true green space did not exist
in our neighborhood. The Elizabeth Street Garden provides our children and all our neighbors with the
rare opportunity to be in nature, to sit on grass and see trees, flowers, and birds.

| feel privileged when I’'m in the Elizabeth Street Garden among my neighbors. Please do not destroy
the valuable community space we have created.

Sincerely,
Catherine Ugarte
Leonor Ugarte-Strong



Dear City Council,

Please reject Haven Green, Save Elizabeth Street Garden!

Throughout our trip to Bucharest last week, we wondered what system creates the most dynamic
cities?
The preservation of the old with the new,
Mixing bodies and ideas,
A flow of immigrants and innovations.
The privatization of the commons under capitalism.
Or the wrecking balls of communism creating dull plazas?

The question is on my mind whenever | travel.
It certainly was on my mind riding across the Brooklyn Bridge to City Hall for yet another rally
to save the community gardens on Mayday.

While my friends in Ft Greene were out protesting to save the trees, we were at City Hall calling
for the city to save the gardens, doing so saving city.

Many of the usual suspects were there.
As were gardeners from Harlem to Little Italy.

One of the organizers from the Mandela Garden in Harlem explained:

“We live in a time where atrocities has become normalized. Opioid addiction is exploding.
Suicide is rising. Even people with good jobs, friends and family are falling into despair in
record numbers. The pursuit of money for the sake of money is not making anybody happy. We
need a cultural and spiritual awakening. We need to connect to community and we need to
connect to nature. This is what community gardens provide in abundance. It’s a quantifiable
scientific fact that people who live in proximity to gardens experience significantly higher
degrees of emotional well being. A flower can make you happy. A friend can make you smile.
It’s working for and with community that gives our lives meaning. And yet the city continues to
float the obvious canard that we must choose between Affordable Housing and Community
Gardens Let’s put an end to this false narrative with facts. According to NYC comptrollers office
there are 990 “empty lots” that can be utilized for housing. Mandela Garden, Elizabeth Street
Garden and Pleasant Village Community Garden are just 3 of them. All three of these gardens
represent less than half of one percent of the total inventory available. Half of one percent. Please
join us. Write, tweet, post and demand, demand that the mayor save these gardens. Demand that
the city take city land. Land that is the property of we the people and create a plan that increases
both open space AND truly affordable housing. Demand that this administration return to us a
sustainable, green future not only for this generation but for those yet to come.”

He talked about garden’s namesake Nelson Mandela, the iconic freedom fighter, who credited
gardening with preserving his spiritual health during his decades long imprisonment.
“Almost from the beginning of my sentence on Robben Island, I asked the authorities for
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permission to start a garden in the courtyard. For years, they refused without offering a reason.
But eventually they gave in, and we were able to cut out a small garden on a narrow patch of
earth against the far wall.

“The soil in the courtyard was dry and rocky. The courtyard had been constructed over a garbage
dump, and in order to start my garden, | had to remove a great many rocks to allow the plants
room to grow. At the time, some of my comrades joked that | was a miner at heart, for | spent my
days in a wasteland and my free time digging in the courtyard.

“The authorities supplied me with seeds. I at first planted tomatoes, chilies, and onions—hardy
plants that did not require rich earth or constant care. The early harvests were poor, but they soon
improved. The authorities did not regret giving permission, for once the garden began to flourish,
| often provided the warders with some of my best tomatoes and onions.

“The Bible tells us that gardens preceded gardeners, but that was not the case at Pollsmoor,
where | cultivated a garden that became one of my happiest diversions. It was my way of
escaping from the monolithic concrete world that surrounded us. ..

“Each morning, I put on a straw hat and rough gloves and worked in the garden for two hours.
Every Sunday, | would supply vegetables to the Kitchen so that they could cook a special meal
for the common-law prisoners. | also gave guite a lot of my harvest to the warders, who used to
bring satchels to take away their fresh vegetables.

“A garden was one of the few things in prison that one could control. To plant a seed, watch it
grow, to tend it and then harvest it, offered a simple but enduring satisfaction. The sense of being
the custodian of this small patch of earth offered a taste of freedom.

“In some ways, I saw the garden as a metaphor for certain aspects of my life.”

\We all need these nutrients.

Gardens give us access to badly needed public space,

Where kids can play,

Combat alienation,

Beat back depression,

Learn about the dirt,

And make sense of the world.

New York needs open green space.

That’s why we created Central Park.
Imagine New York without it.

Imagine what the city will be like in 40 years if we keep on paving the commons.
In the era of climate change, we need gardens and open space,
For community development,
To help retain storm water.
To give the rain water a place to drain.

This project won’t deal with the housing crisis.
Only rent control can do that.
Everyone knows we have enough housing units.
We just need to count them and make sure they are accessible and affordable.

As Jamie Jenson, a Friend of Elizabeth Street Garden,
put it in history written testimony to
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New York City Council Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime
Uses on May 2nd 2019:

“My name is Jamie Jensen, and | want to add my voice in opposition to the proposal known as
Haven Green, which will destroy Elizabeth Street Garden without providing any truly affordable,
supportive housing for our neediest senior citizens.

I thank the Committee for considering the implications of this misguided and deceptive plan,
which will destroy the only open green space in our densely urban neighborhood, between Little
Italy and Chinatown. | share the concerns of the thousands of supporters of Elizabeth Street
Garden, and want to draw your attention to two issues that are most troubling.

First of these is that, despite the rhetoric of the real estate companies and the city's department of
Housing Preservation and Development, the Haven Green proposal will not help the most
vulnerable elderly New Yorkers. As Council Members will know from experiences with HPD's
so-called "affordable housing" in East New York and elsewhere, what HPD counts as affordable
is not actually affordable in the real world. The small studio apartments at Haven Green will be
"affordable™ only to individuals earning a minimum of $45,000 a year, which is many times the
average income received by most elderly people, many of whom are reliant on Social Security
and Disability payments.

Even more worrying is the fact that HPD is supporting this destructive Haven Green plan, while
at the same time the neighborhood's largest and most successful genuinely affordable housing
project, the adjacent Section 8 apartments at LIRA right next door, are being allowed to slip
away into the private market. Because of HPD's inattention, 150 large and spacious apartments
and their 300 low-income residents will be displaced from our community, forced onto the
streets or to move far away from Lower Manhattan.

If HPD were made to do its job, and worked to preserve existing affordable housing rather than
giving away public land and destroying our beloved community garden, New York would be a
better place for all. I urge you to reject this Haven Green proposal, save Elizabeth Street Garden,
and tell HPD to do its job and preserve truly affordable, supportive housing for our neediest
citizens.

Thank you.”

On the steps of City Hall, Marni Halasa carried a sign declaring:
Luxury Developments are killing the city.

More gardens, more trees, New York has got to breathe!!!!

The press conference was a warm up for the hearing on May 2",


https://www.facebook.com/marni.halasa?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARAfv1maTGgL_o8o0Vjvhyn_AaLLeYR56ydT_WS9BW5YxDBRs4jIGGzlI_y-1RJbhiv3WdE6CJu_YOKv&fref=mentions

Jennifer Romine shared a post.

14 hrs -

Final city hearing before city goes forward with Haven Green development which will destroy the
Elizabeth Street Garden, the historic character of the neighborhood, and break the hearts of so many low-
income Chinese, Italian, Puerto Rican, Dominican seniors, not to mention all the families, workers, small

businesses, creative entrepreneurs, and so many others who rely on this vital community space to give
back to this city. Get big money out of NYC affordable housing plans. Time's Up! Do it Now Mr. Mayor, BP
Brewer, CM Chin. All talk and no action on behalf of immigrant seniors and so many other vulnerable
populations is not a plan.

Marni Halasa reflected:
Whether it’s the horrific illegal taking of our public gardens, the RAD Conversion of NYCHA
public housing or Refusing to give Small business owners the right to not be extorted by their
landlords, and to have an affordable lease, it’s one BIG LAND GRAB. City Council is getting
their real and true reputation of being good on social issues, while at the same time being the arm
of the big real estate lobby. That is unacceptable and that will be a problem for them in the next
election. They will be primaried from the left, they will lose, and they will deserve it.

https://benjaminheimshepard.blogspot.com/2019/05/mayday-beltane-2019-when-city-tries-

to.html

play and ideas: Mayday Beltane!
2019, When the City Tries to
Take Your Garden! and other
tales from the climate
CATASTROPHE!!

benjaminheimshepard.blogspot.com

Tearing of ribbons .3 many times long as limb
to gather in bundles and tie to tree top
&nbsp;,— with Benjamin Heim Shepard . Photo
by Peew...


https://www.facebook.com/jennifer.romine.5?__tn__=%2CdlC-R-R&eid=ARDa_chSTs3givi-NEeGZopE9j7rv6Z75Z9KHf7xINQXMFeHrum-O8HxMSXhlzqFw7pDdnwpu5OFyZ0V&hc_ref=ARRSaEIPleYtWI5EKR-4D3b3FvGCRaUYNZVMOrAJO1ulj6UHtstXcAAXPMTWb-wybKM
https://www.facebook.com/benjamin.h.shepard/posts/10157494750649009
https://www.facebook.com/jennifer.romine.5/posts/2384773234912337
https://www.facebook.com/marni.halasa
https://benjaminheimshepard.blogspot.com/2019/05/mayday-beltane-2019-when-city-tries-to.html
https://benjaminheimshepard.blogspot.com/2019/05/mayday-beltane-2019-when-city-tries-to.html
https://benjaminheimshepard.blogspot.com/2019/05/mayday-beltane-2019-when-city-tries-to.html
https://benjaminheimshepard.blogspot.com/2019/05/mayday-beltane-2019-when-city-tries-to.html
https://benjaminheimshepard.blogspot.com/2019/05/mayday-beltane-2019-when-city-tries-to.html
https://benjaminheimshepard.blogspot.com/2019/05/mayday-beltane-2019-when-city-tries-to.html
https://benjaminheimshepard.blogspot.com/2019/05/mayday-beltane-2019-when-city-tries-to.html
https://benjaminheimshepard.blogspot.com/2019/05/mayday-beltane-2019-when-city-tries-to.html

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Benjamin Shepard

Dr Benjamin Shepard, PhD, LMSW

Professor Human Services Department

285 Jay Street Academic Building 805 (A-805) Brooklyn, NY 11201

Author of llluminations-on-Market-Street,

as well as Sustainable Urbanism and Brooklyn-Tides!

Chapter Chair City Tech Chapter of the Professional Staff Congress
http://www.citytech.cuny.edu/faculty/BShepard
http://benjaminheimshepardplay.blogspot.com/2014/06/as-play-we-step-away-from-stark-
reality.html



http://www.citytech.cuny.edu/faculty/BShepard
https://cup.columbia.edu/book/illuminations-on-market-street/9783838212111
https://www.rowmaninternational.com/book/sustainable_urbanism_and_direct_action/3-156-60c1cca4-cba0-4339-8388-ceb6e4f35d73
https://www.transcript-verlag.de/978-3-8376-3867-7/Brooklyn-Tides
http://www.citytech.cuny.edu/faculty/BShepard
http://benjaminheimshepardplay.blogspot.com/2014/06/as-play-we-step-away-from-stark-reality.html
http://benjaminheimshepardplay.blogspot.com/2014/06/as-play-we-step-away-from-stark-reality.html

Haven Green Proposal
Dear Sub-Committee on Landmarks, Sitting and Maritime:

| have been a tenant at 21 Spring Street, New York, NY 10012 since April 1997. Due to the fact
that I live at this building which was built in 1981 but

planned throughout the 1970s, my perspective on this land use development

proposal may differ markedly from what you have heard from others.

Shortly after I moved in my neighbor Marie Licata, three apartments down the hall on the 6th
floor, invited me into her apartment to welcome me to the neighborhood.

Marie told me more about how the LIRA (Little Italy Restoration Association) apartments came
to be built. She told me about the way in which the city had promised the Italian and other
immigrants in the community, a park on the space behind the building but that the city had never
honored its promise.

Marie worked for the Arch Diocese of New York. As her son Vincent said at the funeral mass
held at Old Saint Patricks' Church on Prince and Mott Streets, last Monday morning at 10 am,
Marie Licata lived a full life because she was so busy loving so many people - all kinds of
people, in so many ways, every day of her life. The Monsignor spoke of a woman who lived a
very productive life within a few block radius. he pointed out that prior to the 19th century, this
was th way that most people lived.

| urge you to honor Marie Licata's legacy. | urge you to review the 1974 NYTimes article which
describes how the city planned to refurbish and rebuild Little Italy.

| also urge you to review the 1981 land use disposition which states that 20,000 square feet be
preserved exclusively for recreational use by th community." The only exception, as Marie had
told me back in 1997, was if the Department of Education came back and want to build a new
school. Marie said that would have been fine with the people. The space had served the
community for generations. The men played ball there. The women and children gathered. there
were outdoor classrooms for adults, particularly for immigrants.

Marie Licata and hundreds of other tenants at 21 Spring Street and a few thousand other
immigrant seniors were not included in the “participatory"
forums that the developer claims to have had with seniors in th community.

Should you wish to see their statements and/or the email correspondence with Habitat for
Humanity NYC's out-reach coordinator, |1 would be happy to share that and put you directly in
touch with these vulnerable New Yorkers.

| also urge you to review the fire code and other occupancy and safety standards for privately-
owned public space. There are strict limits on the amount of seating which can be built and
maximum occupancy limits.



The proposed "community space” would not be likely to address the substantial needs of the
senior community in this neighborhood for outdoor seating. The POP at 99 Street between Jane
and Horatio on Washington Streets. That lot is 7000 square feet and it is open on three sides to
the public. The other side has 99 and 100 Jane Street buildings.

The management company and on-site manager can provide additional information regarding the
limits on seating and maximum occupancy guidelines for that POP which is also a residential
plaza.

Please find photographs attached of my neighbor Alex Vela who was extremely close to Marie
Licata since they were children. Alex has been speaking to the media since 2013 regarding his
concerns about the city's plan to develop the lot on which he, his relatives, friends, and
neighbors, were promised a small park.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Romine
Spring Street

new York, NY 10012
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Testimony supporting Elizabeth Street Garden by Yvonne Brooks.

As a parent, educator, longtime downtown resident, and Manager of
Children’s Events at McNally Jackson Books on Prince Street, | have witnessed
firsthand both the immediate and long-term difference Elizabeth Street Garden is
making, and has made, on hundreds of children throughout the community. Kids
who come to the garden through public school programs in Chinatown and the
Lower East Side, administered by garden volunteers and retired educators,
develop a sense of pride and ownership about their neighborhood, about the
natural world, as they learn to prepare, plant, and tend a garden; as they release
ladybugs and butterflies. As they follow the changing seasons, they see
photosynthesis in action, collect leaves in the fall, test fresh grass in the spring;
kids draw, sing, dance, and read beneath the inviting canopy of giant pear trees.
Just playing outside, on dirt and grass, not concrete, is a priceless experience for
city kids, especially in an area starved for oxygenating trees and green space. You
may know the statistic: only a 3 x 3 foot square (the size of a subway seat) of
green space, per person, exists in the area served by Elizabeth Street Garden.
What does that say for the value we put on our children’s happiness and well-
being, that we can’t give them even a small pillow of grass to sit on?

In photographs and testimony, many garden supporters have spoken
eloguently about the truly unique beauty and health benefits of the Elizabeth
Street Garden, and I'd like to remind people of the crucial role this garden has had
in building, and sustaining, a critically needed sense of community; where a
racially, culturally, and economically diverse range of toddlers, teens, young
adults, seniors, students, workers, and retirees, have found family, sustenance,
and sanctuary. In addition to public school programs, the garden hosts scores of
free community events, including fantastic seasonal, annual celebrations: a Fall
Festival for the community, featuring exuberant Halloween excitement; Earth Day
working celebrations, the perfect site for galvanizing environmental action; the
exhilarating Spring Egg Hunt for kids; Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and more;
numerous weekly tai chi classes for seniors, weekly storytimes hosted by
Mulberry Street Public Library, music and dance performances for families, poetry
readings and author events; storytelling workshops for kids where they can create
original art inspired by the natural world surrounding them in the garden—all
while nurturing an appreciation for, and deep connection to, the natural world,
our world, their world, and--with no hyperbole and all sincerity--the future.

Yvonne Brooks



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

Hello New York City Council,

Please count myself and my parter as apposing the destruction of the Elizabeth Street Garden. As a
resident of Mott street the garden has been a haven to pull over and get a breath of fresh air and take in
some blue skies. I've met my neighbors there. | take my lunches there. It’s the cornerstone of the
neighborhood. Please explore the other options for housing.

| appreciate you taking the time to read my email.

Warm regards,

Petrea Davis



Opposition to the Green Haven Project

Hello,

My name is Roman Martinez and | have been a resident of Nolita for four years. | am writing
today to voice opposition against the Green Haven project. Like many others, | visit the garden
often and enjoy the green space. Please do not take away our green space.

Thank you,

Roman Martinez



Opposition to Green Haven Development

My name is Richard Freitas. | live at 29 Prince Street, one block from the Elizabeth Street
Garden. | moved to this neighborhood over 4 years ago because | fell in love with it and
especially the garden. It is a special place for everyone living in the area since there are no
green spaces nearby. Everyone loves to spend time there to relax and enjoy it with friends and
family.

| strongly oppose the Green Haven project since it will destroy the garden. | found the whole
process disheartening and another example of a failure in our NYC democracy. The vast
majority of the residents in the community is against this development project as seen by the
large numbers of garden supporters at every public meeting. Yet Councilwoman Margaret Chin
ignores the will of the majority. Even the community board opposes the project. There is an
alternate site that could provide even more affordable housing, so | really don't understand
why that was not considered. Even the title of the project "Green Haven" is misleading and a
lie. A true green haven would entail leaving the garden fully protected. Please save our adored
garden.

Thank you,

Richard Freitas



Testimony in OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development

To Whom it May Concern,

Please save Elizabeth Street garden from disappearing. This is a much loved and needed
community garden and green space for local residents and visitors to the neighborhood. An
alternative location has been found for development that provides ample space for retail,
housing and senior housing too at 388 Hudson St. Please listen to and work with the
community's needs to landmark this beautiful garden and provide housing for both seniors and
low income families and individuals.

Thank you,

Emma Barker



Haven Green

Dear Sub-Committee:

The people of the community would be grateful if you could review the
documents attached below.

These include, but are not limited to, the 1974 NYTimes article, the 1981 land use disposition,
photographs of a very large alternative site at 2 Howard Street which has been on the Borough
President's published list of potential

affordable housing sites since 2014.

You will also find more photographs of Alex Vela, a 21 Spring Street resident since 1982. Please

take note of the fact that he is in the garden in the middle of winter despite the fact that many
have stated that this community center is never open and only for the wealthy.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Romine & the Tenants of 21 Spring Street
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Affordable Housing and Public Urban Spaces such as gardens and parks are not mutually
exclusive. Together they exhibit the values that safe and happy communities need to
succeed.

According to The World Health Organization, “urban parks and gardens play a critical role in
cooling cities, and also provide...sites for ...social interaction and recreation.

Green spaces are also important to mental health...” (www.who.int/sustainable-
development/cities/health-risks/urban-green-space/en)

Little Italy and SoHo make up 23% of CB 2’s population, yet have only 3% of the district’s open
space which is verified by Manhattan Community District 1 Land Use Map (published by NYC
Planning).

Providing affordable low income senior housing for approximately 100 people does NOT solve
New York City’s rent control and rent stabilization problems. We need a VISION of housing
sustainability for our citizens.

Please vote against the Haven Green Project being built on the site of The Elizabeth Street
Garden.

Beth Hermelin
ESG Volunteer
Community Minister, Judson Memorial Church


http://www.who.int/sustainable-development/cities/health-risks/urban-green-space/en
http://www.who.int/sustainable-development/cities/health-risks/urban-green-space/en

OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

Dear Sir/ Madam

| visit New York City once ay

ear from the UK. | would like you to reconsider the proprosed building work in the Elizabeth
Street Gardens for the following reasons:

It adds character to the city which in turn attracts tourists

No or very few green spaces is detrimental to the mental health of the community.

Green spaces are good for the planet

Where are the pensioners going to spend their leisure time if you have built their homes on the
only piece of green space in the area?

Regards,

Gabrielle O'Donnell



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

| have found respite at the Elizabeth Street Garden on many occasions over the years; always grateful
for this haven in the bustling intense city. Please preserve this special place— ever more necessary in
such a dense urban environment. Once it’s gone it’s gone forever. This is what makes cities great. Thank
you.

Louise Steinman

Independent Literary Curator

Co-Director, Los Angeles Institute for Humanities
Roving Cultural Correspondent

www.crookedmirror.wordpress.com



http://www.crookedmirror.wordpress.com/

Save the Elizabeth Street Garden

Hello,

I'm writing to beg the city to reconsider your current plan to destroy the Elizabeth Street Garden, one of
the most cherished green spaces in downtown Manhattan. It's such a special place, enjoyed by locals
and visitors alike, young and old, people from all walks of life. To demolish it now, when there are other
options for low income housing nearby, would be a tragic mistake - irreversible and negatively affecting
the entire community of people it currently serves.

Please recognize that the garden is a space much more valuable to the neighborhood than any housing
complex could be - especially when there are commercial interests at play that will negate any benefits
to low income residents in the long run. It is a treasure that improves the lives of all who visit it and
should be treated as such.

Thank you,

Natalie Bergh

NYC resident & garden volunteer

Natalie Bergh



OPPOSITION to Haven Green Development on Elizabeth Street Garden

| strongly oppose the proposed development that would

destroy Elizabeth Street Garden. Those of us who live in Soho, Noho, Little Italy, and
Chinatown have already lost so much of what makes these neighborhoods livable, such
as grocery stores, small local businesses, and parking lots. Nearly every green space or
open lot is now gone--developed into multiple unit apartment buildings. The interests
of real estate developers have overtaken the interests of the residents. Shoppers
flocking to chain stores now overrun the streets. I urge you to join with the
overwhelming majority of residents of these neighborhoods; preserve our only green
and open space.

Elizabeth Street Garden is beautiful. It is a beloved community garden used by over
100,000 people throughout the year. The garden is not only a desperately needed
community green space but also offers hundreds of free public programs year-round for
people of all ages.

With the alternative site for housing located at 388 Hudson, there is no need to destroy
this invaluable resource for the community.

Please listen to the community and follow Community Board 2's resolution in denying
the Haven Green development.

Sincerely,
Jessica R. Wolff

66 Crosby St.
NY, NY 10012

Director of Policy and Research
Center for Educational Equity
Teachers College, Columbia University
Phone: 646-745-8285



Support for Haven Green

As a member of the Little Italy/Chinatown/Nolita/SoHo
community for 35 years my family and | heartily support a true
compromise that brings both housing and green space to this
city-owned site in Little Italy/SoHo. Please go ahead with Haven
Green Senior Housing.

Thank you.

Jane Barrer
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PP P

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK |

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ____ Res. No.
[0 in faveor [J in opposition

Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)

Name: : |

Address:

I represent:

Address:

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ‘
(] in favor E’ in opposition
Date: S—/’& /'{Z 3/?
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: O\Qrﬂ‘ HQ(QS"-"-
Address: L{L(O W, 36_[’(%’1 5W TA /\JL(C 600 ! |
E(‘,.;?_aé(jl\ QW G}a nf@l’?/ &/h»wumof‘] (,V"“f‘“ff[/éww{ (/.SJ '

I represent: ?’7: b Lic NVCHA

Res. No.

iy (5o as akeve. )

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ______ Res. No.

a0 [0 in faver (J_in opposition
/ I — e ——

. , of A f L Date:

) — / (PLEASE PRINT)

Name: /”/’4’7 U 4 2 TrCCe / |
Address: :} S L (_i"— & F7(/ // > 7\ / ke

o - 4 / 2
I represent: \’,;/ E_/ V* \/ ;/ 1 ,f,u-;,z__ L // (7 //7
Address: ¢ 1l 7 i, \ 7 /;‘F:"'. s
- : g, =

R vt e A

0 ~ THE COUNCIL
~—  THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I'intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ______ Res. No.
O in faver ﬂ in opposmon

Date: // ?

(PL PRINT)

Name: \ DSé—ph e e <
Address: Dq (L}E/)ﬁ,L.m/;p?"ﬂ \;

i J /" /} % |
I represent: g //c_z/ ,_r:f ur, L J %ﬂ/-t . x\__érq |

Address: 20 I /Q,{_,, [ =3 &g &@J / D& f 'f}\

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. __ Res. No.
J in favor W in opposmon

Date: /-257//

)(PLEASE PRINT)

Name: §/éé y / /7L /b?éE
davo: L0l Blerc tor 5F #E 5PN /mz

I represent: /[//X_j EZ— 74—‘

Address:

|
|
|
[

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms . ‘



B | s p—
2 ot At B

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card 12204

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ___ Res. No.
(O in favor in opposition “\ oo Gosed
Date: Mo 2
(PLEASE PRINT)
Leu D Doy A C e e\
pod il W Y YO OO :5

Name:
Address: =55 & |

\ \ ™ O %
o 1 e T, L T B Vv L &) _ o N

I represent:

A N>
Address: = b L=t e -

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. _____ Res. No.

(] infaver  [Qin opposition 7 /= (<« Gr=
~ ¢ - é‘,‘{-' = L9 r—’.

(W

U e [OREL £
Date: j& /

(PLEASE PRINT) = [ | (5

{
i i

= =
(T."T.\ L Crq

Name: /i’?*‘y/’f" il He 2
~ 5 7 14 £ —y
Address: R trjn<e 7T - X 5 A W {/ [0S { =

i("\ % "’-’S{ €

I TliZe GeR S
represent: _ (< Zc (e

Address: Co ez, 2 bo—t

“THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No.__ Res. No.
O in favor [ in opposition

6S-01+4F

Date:

4 ., _ (PLEASE PRINT)
Namg: A2z Dflennl -
Addkses Y2 EAsy /0TS YT Ny ry /9095

E
7

I represent:

Address: 7’ 1) 2 /0% ,//‘/ s J/// r/fH' k’/ il L /e L)’/V}T

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘

R . ’ o AD- 7 3N € A, o7 i
/ .’/Z /U//‘//hurvf {7 A (7 Y~ - O//’(;’ 1A TAY



THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I'intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ____ Res. No.
[ in favor @/dn opposition

Date:

D (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: _| U D) ‘\}\ E S V\\O o LL
Address: 2 O ( E l 2 ™ C\ ¢ \JT'I L

I represent:

_At_]drqgn: - = R i

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I'intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ______ Res. No.
O infavor &) in opposition

Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)

Name: Kok _Fletchor
Address: 220 Hadicon Ave , 21 \nai Floov™

1 represent: g“af{nﬂ‘% %’Hﬂfl b;(‘rkfc\\@/‘y\ ! lV\a

Address 70’?0?‘ F’fﬂ l”)??‘"h 6"}75’84

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

Res. No.

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ____
' [ in favor [Q/;n opposition |
pu S 12/ 19
ate: 7 1

(PLEASE pn}m) r o
Name: /\[0{’ Mawvi, /@Qﬁ
nidees: 2 60_fadLsplr. frredurl

I represent: (--[fz't"' W% /P‘U_&”[ @I/{/l}?’/{y//]
Address: Zf‘dj lcfiw 19‘\/)[’{/1 %\{é %/

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘




I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ____ Res. No.

Name:

Address:

o

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

J in favor in opposition

Date:
(PLEASE PR\INT)

Kieshen TNead QS
333 0.\ ot opt TIK

I represent: [\}J\ NJ\ ( OQQ3
od )

Addreas:

I intend to appear and speak on In

Name:

Address:

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

t. Nov . Res. No.
[ in favor [E;;; opposition

Date:

) - (PL?\»SE PRINT)
\\\c" Weoe ‘*7-‘\:@’& Y\

/Y %24,@\/@? SYZ i “/17. /A\- [o& ( A

I represent: % bo /W} b/ZLQ[j C‘a-a/-cé’a,;\

Address:

[ intend to appear and speak on Int. No. 11_6_:‘}“:)_ Res. No.

Name:

Address:

1 represent:

Address:

B

a % 7 Mu( C[;; DQZJ (00 [ H_

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

O in favor E:in opposition
Date: L)'/UL ) )C?
(PLEASE PRINT)
Chpt)g St bpum |
.‘ e = e
[ Conaiz o7 jeutd oe o Wp<h ey x sraptd

‘ ' | § o
Jﬂ‘t‘i Cota, 11)@ g f\.') ,< P LG e {F" Ov (m L 16%

/“} /( (’—/FC} QASE C 1 ¢~‘L ,LJ!"L/‘Q )(jéf/
N ASL-F 3ok DT - _1CoCPg

Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘




"THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak on Int, No. % Res. No.
O in favor }inn opposition / /
Date: S;, ‘2“'/ //f}
% PRINT)
Name: / / % /
Address: (é’f -‘fofl/ //4’/‘111/7/, /U/Lq/ /f/-‘-”;)—-\

I represent: /f//ﬂ&’i ﬂ/l/@f a9 Z'/J' l{)ﬁ Q;g,")//,#;& I
Address: }0? 5/ M 9}2{// uﬁ

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _thven Greel\Res. No.
[} infavor [] in opposmon

Date: )/ ,L / // q
—— |,/ (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: '\/?/ﬂf‘ifm jl}r'/_.

Address: { / / €7 Wy Ny
]
I represent: /ﬂtfj/ﬂ-”ﬁ[
{

Address:

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I'intend to appear and speak on Int. No. .. Res. No.
O in faver  [J~in opposition

Date:
(‘2:,",/—) i } - (PLE{SE PRINT)
Name: S /K =/ J
Address: | F ; ! | a i &

I represent:

iy e Ok

Address:

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



S e e e

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I'intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ______ Res. No.
in favor  [J in opposition

Date:
- (PLEASE PRINT)
Nantes Lace Yy Tavbecr
Address:
I represent: H/?D

Address:

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. H'G —~ ___ Res. No.
[(1/in favor [J in opposition

Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)
Nll.'l.'Ie: Z/é A (k /O’Z Om
Address: @/ -
1 represent: 44\ D
Address:
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. — Res. No.
‘,\E]\'\in favor (] in opposition
o Date:
B (PLEASE PRINT)
Address:

1 represent:

Address:

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



e e L g e

THE COUNCIL. ~ \—
THE CITY OF NEW YORK '

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and/speak onInt. No. _____ Res. No.
in favor [ in opposition / .,_\)} Q
(

Date : )E
o (PLEASE PRINT) '
Name: Tﬁ-)Q ‘/\/”\ C G h_t ‘\./ ¢ lr\:’
% s
Address: | S /\\ — a)
z o J) Dyilae
I represent: l[\ Seerar {’( (-__( ST 0 C{L (s ]

Address:

THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. __ — Res. No.
[V infaver [J in opposition

Date :
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: zL/ AN LN H«m L 1\ C DX
Address:
1 represent: \“\W\{O, H*“’
Address:

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _HL. Res. No.

in favor [J in opposition

Date:
Q (PLE&SE PRINT)
Nazie: T T FGrov+

Address:

K 1% Bpco

I represent:

Address:

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



* THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

\ I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. Best (7_ Res. No.
i [¥/infaver [J in opposition

Date:
. PLEASE PRINT)
Name: Ll n lons
Address: -
I represent: J\—)@‘/\ N ﬂ 0S —
| Address;
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ______ Res. No.

(3~ in favor [ in opposition

Date:

S _— (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: "W Tour A ﬂ—f

Address: ZZT w'fb\\-}\ ‘(W p(v‘j\(

1 represent: \()g B\'fi\\\.} -&-b\:r‘\(/{ Cl{(lp_é, \RU(Q‘I‘? STA

Address: Zi jf wkdu}?/% Pl/

. = gt A, % — S . S

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ___ Res. No.

(@ in favor [J in 0pposmo ()7' ” 6

Date:

(PLEASE PRINT)

Name: ft/f\mt Kﬂ{

ddren: 95 P D cf ¢t

P g 2 =
I represent: _‘_\) AN L/IU]/ }/)@"f b i’U./ \7/\( k\&

Address:

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms



THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear ayeak onInt. No. __ Res. No

in favor [ in opposition

\ [/z (PLEASE i}lﬁ{p
Name: e Sa [4 ~——-/ & 8y _ _

Address: =/ F\) (::;\ 5’"\ ")"Q £¢ W L i{/( \A')
I represent: /'/r)}k { 7:/ Nz 4 l C O (—C:ff)(:_.,
Address: )/() ( ;r?% ‘/\ M} L‘ /:‘:f‘

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. _____ Res. No.
(4 in favor [J in opposition

Date: Oﬁ)/ O:)- f 19
._}—-% O{glq (PLEASE PRINT)
IT0 &/

Name:

Address:
1 represent: COO?Qﬁ —)CfV,U al ¢ C Om "‘r‘l{ il <

. Addreu_‘: -

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _ Res. No.
(] infavor [J in opposition

Date:
‘ (PLEASE PRINT)
Name; —K\ >{{ !m =t \e_(
Address: i ) (= 1 ‘I‘}}{-‘- y“ 1
{:\: o G NeawtT (L O WAL 1.

I represent: }

Address: ;

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _____ Res. No.
in favor [J in opposition

Date:

(PLEASE PRINT)-

MCI YA\ s e W.J(\Iir 1€ C

Address:

I represent: ;’Q)i\) ‘Q;? )

T e e

et o AP s et
-

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. Res. No.

}\/in favor [] in opposition

Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: p(}\\) l(V‘ 4
Address:
v =

I represent: Sy IA- [{ ;{:/L,\ a N

2 ; vV~
Address: 2) 0% 7 , “/r (/

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

S s PP P e e

Appearance Card

I'intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _________ Res. No.
O infavor [A.in opposmon S
N

Date:

(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: Q(*r\"ﬂ i) FMQ(Q\)\j

Address: (\\f.a Ly XFC(

I represent: __ L/{ (f

Address:

. Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms



b o Y. TR e K ey S M s

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. " - Res. No.
O in favor t]l'n opposition

Date:

_. (PLEASE PRINT)

Name: /€ C{ i1/

Address:

I represent:

Address:

T T N R

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ______ Res. No.
O in favor [ in"opposition

Date:

(PLEASE PRINT)

Name:

Address:

I represent:

e
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
[ intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ____.~ _ Res. No.
(] in favor [j in ‘df)position
g Date:
o (P!—EA,S _PRINT)
Name: =l L ’?’f 1T ;!F Pyt
Address: a2 & &

I represent:

Address:

. Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms



e e LA RS e b A A Y R e S 4

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ____ Res. No.
in favor [ in opposition

Date:

~ (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: _ D T8¢ Mernclz

/

Address: ¢l € . Tt
I represent: r O ] ~ (o i )ag
ge £ Gl J+

Address:

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _—____ Res. No.
(0 in favor  [].in opposition

Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)

Name:
Address:
I represent: \_ L S,
Address:
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. . Res. No.
[ in faver \{:]r"'i'n opposition
Date:
(PI..EASE PHINT)

Name: {4 { fz { 158 11
Address:

I represent:

Address:

. Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

b b A SRS et g T A
- o~ TR e S

I'intend to appear and speak onInt. No. _____ Res. No.
O infaver  [J-in opposition

Date:
e _(PLEASE PRINT)

Name: Al ICA DN oF !
Address: & 17

[ (<. -
I represent: __\ { } e

— R | S

e i

THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear alg}ﬁeak onInt. No. . Res. No.

in favor [ in opposition |
SehA

Date: |
(PLEASE PRINT)

- Ua\é ( ‘-\\6’; E&uf?‘ D WA
Addro: U0 W (2UE SHEFSP W (0049

I represent: LU@U S_l.y\/@‘ U')DI' 1(( [ ‘l'\C ) i
Addres}: 2( Wk((UU{\J_\/ILyS\-J\' B\C’LDV\ {\)\/ “)D\ I

THE COUNCIL | 9
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card |

art =

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No, __ Res. No.
D}/i;l opposition

[ in favor
Date: 5 /Q/Zol q
(PLEASE PRINT)_I

Name: MASAL‘[ QEG(;
Addren: S0\ EAST4 V1 STREET NINVC

I represent: NEWYRLATY COMMUNITY GAQDEN C‘D('-\LITI'-JJ\»‘:
Address: 252 B lr [ SIP—EE—T inct B 09 |

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms .




THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _ Res. No.
@/in favor [J in opposition
Date:

(PLEASE PRINT)

Name: ?ﬁ‘)éf\”"\ v W e 'k-dfl
o v A

Address:
I represent: AVARSTIZIR 1 (e ne . VAC
Address:

: THE COUNCIL
I THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int.No, .. Res. No.
in favor [J in opposition

L Date: %/\;ﬂ/ \q
7 (PLEASE PRINT)
voe, Vo B
Address: —
I represent: (/)f\'\;gﬁ N@I‘ £ ‘1{/) &

Address:

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No.ﬂéM%es. No.

[ in faver [}"in opposition

Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: £\ SEHPEPTE¢ L)
Address: /v / o1t (T AlmL Y & L,?/ '{k/;/ 1907

I represent:

Address:

. Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘




~ THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. _____ Res. No.
2 in favor [J in opposition

/ e
Date: __— *, \ : \“

]
- (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: I[( i\‘ /\ 1 f"‘r (

Address: L\ "?"f"") . ﬂ/ i 'l —IL{/\
I represent: [0 1 A 1,/\ i \.\;}\\‘

)
Address:

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ___ Res. No.
[ in favor [ in opposition

davev e — s/ ’;'”(7

(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: \/C{\Q(‘O E5{§‘2(\\

Address: | G D Ul A A

fo TR S RALRNRAAR A \

I represent: < =
x5O \,«7J( & fL WAl C L /
)

Address:
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ___ Res. No.
(] in favor [J in opposition
Date: ¢
— (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: b DRILY
Address:
I represent: ¢
Address:

. Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms



et T —— o e ._..,..._--q- v

A AR P T T

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ____ Res. No.

THE COUNC]L
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

in favor [J in opposition

Date:

- (PLEASE PRINT) -
Neme: €™ (o f\?ﬁ B me' ™
Address: @ose ™\, e 4./
1 represent: g_‘ t N N t \\j) % O QL\/\

Add;esa P

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ____ Res. No.

Name:

Address:

I represent:

Address: 7

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. [ U

 THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

[} in favor [ in opposition

Date:

(PLEASE PRINT)

— r—— e

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

r‘,»jlfl_{?%-/{ : —
. Iwes. 0.

{J in faver [J in opposition

Date:

(PLEASE PRINT)

Name: ﬂjl /] c\ij\lfl,{ N

Address:

M‘jr 2% %fuw«,@u\ M (100K

I represent: })\\hp( %\\ \ \I/‘/t“'f \f” \ y f"‘ \_)(

Address:

»

3 f“z A“ \' \ \ {\l‘)\p "}/ !l‘\ \)E\’t lf

vy Y Y
,! \,U\A./L [ [

Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-a:-/l rms



=

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I'intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ___ Res. No.
in favor [ in opposition
Date:
B (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: (\JG‘ V\L\B e weT
Address: - :
1 represent: ! SCleofe N Loy Ok Hrf}m\’
o Address:
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
[ intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ____ Res. No.
[0 in faver [J in opposition
Date:
( | (_PLEASF PRINT) |
Name: . b Anlye
Address:

I represent:

~ THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ___ Res. No.
in faver  [] in opposition B
T F e 4 C//'

(PL _,SErPRINT)

Name: Zf;_‘}// \ 7[//5/ , !U/J

v e = 77 y
Address: £ L/ L e 5% >L// J/ ﬁ/{f /’“ (| )1/(_/‘ (x W
7zl ‘

\
I represent: +V /L/ [ \‘\k {
Address: // / < % / ) =

"'WQ

. Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms



" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. Res. No.
[ in favor [J in opposition

Date: ek
_ (PLEASE PRINT)

(¢

e N

Name: y S

Address:

I represent:

Address:
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. _______ Res. No.
O in faver (3)/in opposition
Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)

Name:
Address:

I represent:

Address: [ V-7 P S i
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _______ Res. No.
[ in favor [ in opposition
Date:
~ (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: RLAVEA
Address:

I represent:

€ L9

Address:

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I'intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _______ Res. No.
(J infavor [J in opposition

Date:
_ (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: T ey
Address:
1 represent:
Address: '- el Buctly : .
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. _ Res. No.
[0 in favor [ in opposition
Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: !
Address:

I represent:

Address: Lo i T
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ___ Res. No.
[ in favor [J in opposition
Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)

Name:
Address:

I represent:

Address:

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



D T P S ———— e e

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I'intend to appear and speak on Int. No. — Res. No.
[0 infavor []”in opposition

Date:
= (PLEASE PRINT)

) M __
Name: \/Q /L \/"('\ \"

t“" ,/i g\ :. ? o f
Address: _—— I g LK — ‘
I represent: ‘, Llerd {J _'x\.»t)('/. RN NOQ

{ <L -i'\ b [ )_.1‘
Address: \B7 =Dowl g Ut
|

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and sp,cak onlnt. No. _____ Res. No.
[(in faver [ in opposition

JAs
J 4

Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)

Name:

Address:

I represent:

Address:

e B T AR

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ____ — Res. No.
O infaver [ in opposition

Date:
o \ {(PLEASE PRINT) i
| Pty P,
Name: ) nWG ™t C A, /(tj & @i
/ DS ; 7 s =
Address: A ‘) f/ﬁ\ff / “"-5“ '42 /f [ 2
4 'L / BIEZEE
,_ | \ = 7 2 J
I represent: t A9 A \\LJ-{’?L k,/'f {/;J_Qf'u‘(L‘/ L
,) 9 112 abhdll fiadz,
Address: = [ ,/ = 7 G Al 3"3"“? .

. Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ____ Res. No.
O in faver  [J~#in opposition

Date: May Z, zolq
MQKM/\ (PLEASE PRINT) S L‘C\) &) Zo
Name:

Addresw: _ |1 MO”-«M ot 0\49% |7_loo]qy NYNY
I represent: I’lﬁ—loe«+L\ %‘\Tﬂ@“{" CT(/\(O{QV\
Address: E“'zf/\-\‘ﬁe'lrl %‘\/(QQ,-}’ B’hﬂ) A F?fu/\CQ ﬂ1

5k9f l’W
T AR e AW L DR

THE COUNCIL \ s;
THE CITY OF NEW YORK b

Appearance Card

A

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _______ Res. No.
in favor [J in opposition

Date:
) _(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: ?‘ 1/< ﬂ-"( . V4 s \
Address: 4 'f"m-'\r'i) ot Jf’ f\}“’r 100 ] o~
I represent: ySee *L — (0 i.l v \.(/uﬁ.;'f.f
T — -
THE COUNCIL |
THE CITY OF NEW YORK |
Appearance Card |
I intend to appear and/peak onInt. No. ___ Res. No.
A1 in favor [] in opposition ;]
Date: H_’f’f“/j-‘“;’"./ / : 9/

/ (EI..}EASE PRINT)
2 [ 2 i i A1
Name: (vl_/' {7‘_,‘: [’ 7 I 21 pid s 25 :’.}f/t% 7 :/"/:J/'"(/lf . I}

Address: ' .

./.. Nt > ” |
I enesaits B2 ¢ af /7 ) A pidrando s '
Address: i

. Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



e T e

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

in favor [ in opposition

I intend to appear ary‘eak onInt. No. . Res. No.

Date :
(PLEASE PRINT)

Name: [NVOTThew  Dun bar

Address:

I represent: "'\@b ﬂ\’a—{' (\‘—)r Uma N | !“/' /’N 7(

Address: : ‘

: B SRS P CR

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. ANo. _ Res. No.
(O in favor [3J in opposition
Date: /ﬂ\-@ﬁ I ) 20 (9
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: (HQQ—‘J/ T /\ r' r/'{ LE ‘t/
9 Bens ST, $£ 7 AUC (0013

Address:
lwisH T SP f—ﬁ\.f\ IN OPPOSITION To
I represent: o
DEVELOPMEN
Aﬂrlrp,n_-_:__ - - [

sy ey - e
igs e Vi bt L s e

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ___ Res. No.
O infavor [@ in opposition___

- (PLEASE ann
Name: AAA KA u \/f \ (2 - b
Address: M s J\ LA O ’f“-

I represent:

Address:

. Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK |

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ___ Res. No.
(0 in favor [ in opposition
Date: J
~ (PLEASE PRINT) |
Name: LN L (o000 ™
Address: YN DM A \
i N ST ( H A
I represent: AL > L : (Sl : L O ICLEH

Ad(!ren :

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. __ Res. No.
[ in favor %n opposition

Date: __/ Y l‘ Sy B i '_:JIO l 7

I
New it mmcmko Or

Addresn: 1S B 1o Cn va P35 NV B |

G ”“ . .
I represent: \\L\ \A\ \S\) \\ /3\\ \ \ g Z_) ”(‘.""nl \@O
Addreaa \

_.._._,M-..,M.-....-...,_.,..,_.. s

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

T GRCON
I intend to appear and speak on Int, No./wlﬁes. No.
[ in favor in opposition
A
Date:

PLEASE PRINT) v

Name: SEAN SWWEE /Ut
Address: \ 2 .5/ /%/[J?é/t

I represent: _E;K\)/ /O /4///f7A/C
PO R W)% 4027 ME 7630 7 3

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ____ Res. No.
% [infavor [J in opposition

4 _ Date:
__ (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: . L {SA FJANOW K |

Address:

I represent:

Addresa:‘ A Si - T s —
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ____ Res. No.
(2} in favor [ in opposition
Date:
‘_ (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: _C tIRIST D H E¥{
N s |76  GPAND ‘STIRIEE
I represent: M ssed (:

Address:

DO | gt h i

i<y THE COUNCIL
o THE CITY OF NEW YORK

el

Spacde
f

- £ N E
C LN 1'5\’.471'.’{.7 4 {ﬂ)‘) N4 C d
~ ki ~ oo 25 Appearance Car
o LASH

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ____ Res. No.
[ in favor [] in opposition

Date:
e (_PLEASE PRIN‘T)
Name: VD L\\ e e

- &b (L
Address: _ 4 = /g?ZL I

I represent: VARY l:}x Me¢ A4 A bor>

" Address:

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



s

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I'intend to appear and speak on In

N 'f""; yi A
Nlme:&bfﬁ/ f] ‘/) Cﬁ? [

Address:

tNo~s. . . RBeas No.
O in favor Ef/i:opposition

Date:

(pL;Asz PRIN /()

Pl i
I represent: _( L ) C

Addresa:

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _____ Res. No.

5% in favor [J in opposition

Date:

) (PLEASE PRINT)]

N ap] MG t“ o

Name: {\\/1 IC 1 - 0
Address: ’/1 ’ ’{f’ 3 7 H/l /‘)’IL
1 represent:
e -
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ____ Res. No.
in favor [ in opposition
Date:
_~ (PLEASE PRINT) 9
Nlme:gah V) f/”}ﬂ/f/c)
Pa— /88U B0 E RS

I represent: B /q M

Address:

'Y

Bau:u?/ﬂ%/

Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms



Skeal, TR S $- e o R Y e

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _______ Res. No.
£ in favor [J in opposition

Date:

(PLEASE PRINT)

Name: ~JARN SeAHARE |

Address: DU ‘SJR— B\)O gr ;ti: ,2(

I represent:
Address:
e e T L S T S B L, L OO~ o, LTS o gt T
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. Res. No.
O in favor Ej,\in opposition
Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: WVFV &% \’\6\“
Address: €5 Faltan SQ Sude 300 -30Z
I represent: Yub-Live Niva [ .FKBSc“mH] fvtmh ~f>
Address: Song = 11 ‘
s . e ORI
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. __ Res. No.
pfin favor [J in opposition

Date :
(PLEASE PRINT)

.
Huoss Mo Qﬂ@n’r{’ N0l
Address:
I represent: Ll&w:gjwﬂ B Nedarhosd 4+ se @f’,UdcﬂYWﬂl
addren: S0 Do St o 100 e o 1 DO

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘




-

"THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. Res. No.
(] in favor [} in opposition
Date: 4 < /27/1 q}\

- ~(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: A(JE\(\‘UF NQFO\>
!

Address:
s
1 represent: ""‘1'\»;)- al
%dd‘re“: o ):1-‘:':"?':.‘:"" e
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ______ Res. No.
O in favor in opposition
Dase: /7 /1]

(PLEASE PRINT)
. e
Name: _0\°° ¢ W“-\‘! \L) Wnleer  Veknie\ 4 Gl
Address: Q&3 B t(\CttNm,} B 2o

1 represent:

 THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ____ Res. No.

(O in favor @ in opposition OF Burldy “?gf,’.';, oT

Date: 5/2—/}‘? GapDEN |

}gLEAss PRINT)

Name: L"]?) yD/‘
Address: qd 60’3 5‘}- #L}@}\)% 10035

I represent: The Pl C{néjf- :

Address:

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



o TN > R

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

L ———
RS e AR i = e E)
' C""*.s.

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. __ Res. No.
in favor [] in opposition

Date: OS(/C)Q '/] C{
p (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: ZQFZ\ C OYe
Address: _ 07 LAST o poA] M/VA \ooo

I represent: \/\CJ\ oA uC\gano; Vallg /é 2> ll\j,mcj‘\, Lu/\./uoé‘
/‘ -
Address: < o/ / Ay R ’L‘/.Av/

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ______ Res. No.
O in favor [ in opposition

Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: L : \ WX &y ‘
Address: o 2 g CF ) 2 2 A/ :
= > i o "/
I represent:

Address: - -

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

Res. No.

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No.
O in favor [ in opposition

Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)

Name:

Address:

I represent:

Address:

. Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. _____ Res. No.
O in favor ﬁ in opposition
<-2- 2o\

Date: —
, (PLEASE PRINT)
Name; | VA TAIRSTEIo

rddrews 210 LAEMGYe SE (IC (oY

|
I represent: /\/%\ G L % :
Address: 2 1[\ WZ J, S f\‘Q N\irs

e sy roSesmp e T
Tl R e AR SRR :

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _____ Res. No.
(] in favor . in opposmon

. Date: Magy 2. 2019
: .
(PLEASE PRINT) <
Name: PATRACK CHRISTIANO
Address: 3(” 0 ¢ C? ST p{ 4—1 A, 5'}':','“61' f\\) !”? 11 0b
I represent: ‘MJ ¢ { ]E
Address: i}
L el SRR
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ___ Res. No O
O in favor m’ in opposition \f) = hz2\pe "\\‘\/{l_‘
’ N1 2 il |
Date: TVl A \f i [ {
~> (PLEASE PRINT) ;o |\ O
il e
o |
Address: \ ";-‘ B \J\ j\\ k \f i i
- - g
I represent: _____ (. )Y Q\\J l\ WA= ;(’7 . A LB e

G SO MU B E\L =
SOLITA

" Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘




T et AN gt

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _______ Res. No.
[J in favor [Q”fn opposition

Date:
\ 0 A A (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: . ‘ ol ‘
Address: : ( <) =
I represent: O[X 7
Address: 7

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ___ Res. No.
O in favor [Q)//in opposition
Date:
) (PLEASE PRINT)
<o CERT E R v

P /64 L 39
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ____ Res. No. ;_z)’

o [ o
—HooleNe [oF @W’Tb J /

g ¢
Date: V"lj‘/‘)l / /b’l{f/l{(ﬁ\})\,

' (PLEA PRINT) (\\Y: o
Name: b & \ (/'/Qu i) '\f/l (6‘{2 /_114{;((’7/}.
Address: & «/L)(,(/".Kdzv‘i Z ?ﬂﬁj Yﬁ: : /Lf/LjZ_, 1()#) '
1)

J l

O in faver ([B: in opposmon

/

-~

I represent:

Address:

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. Res. No.
(0 in favor  [37in opposition
Date:

i \ (PLEASE PHINT)
i\\\(\ A l\."\\/-"(_- A U(:_, L«t\\\\ \ kJ

Name:
Address: _._ \\ =3 u\ \“\ MO \,{ \ o
X ] \ T . & SOV Wi cans \ N
I represent: O 0W ‘)..-‘\'? M l'D:\ g L/\-.‘/\ RASHD b t-\\\\\ N (_,(r‘ 0
- \ & \ \ Tk W \\\0 = ,h \._
Address: S e ~ VLZ QN _\'\ AR Wl}l e

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. Res. No.
O in favor E in opposition f’o H’(V"m( reen

Date: 5 Z - lﬁ
(PLEASE PRINT)

Name: P an MM tex s
Address: _w l()é RGMTDM #2_ M.j : | a3

I represent: VM"/\SY\ 5. ’F‘

Address:

Fu

T S IO e P~

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

Iintend to appear and speak on Int. No. __________ Res. No.
(0 in favor \%in opposition

Date:

(PI.EASE PRINT)

Neoe: O SAN L0 Thop b

Address: INZY 00 /) ’!9 A /ij i
I represent: (ﬁ L/E LU /\\/ ) ( ‘ (//(/é f
Address: j/ f Ii i 7LL 17’ '

/

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _#j; Res. No.
-[J in favor D;/n opposition

Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)

-

Name: ‘}\:/"h T (1”(3 ,,,{L( f‘rl(‘/j‘{']

Address: Ze % ) » A B erHS! |
I represent: El(z r’* e TH ST GALYE) |
Addenmns T —— |

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ___ Res. No.
b(on oppositio

[ in favor
Date: ‘g Z/ 86 }7
(PLEASE PR!NT)

Name: Vi Sligperte f
Address: {!’04/1-1%_]?1_\4 Sﬁ?‘((t‘@ v Le@ NL((’I 100 |& |

I represent:

Address:

B e L e —

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK o\

Appearance Ca(d Z&E
I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. BE\\_\v Res. No.

[0 in favor _[ in opposition

Date (5\ ’9ﬁ ;

- {,_,La-h\ wLEASE PRINT) \{\)ﬁ
R C) Eu 7'}% Ef’ —P‘ =

y L
/ _ 1 [

I represent:

Address: ‘

. Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



e g S Sl AP 4

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I'intend to appear and speak on Int. No... ___ Res No.
[J infaver [J in opposition

Date:

(PLEASE PRINT)

Name:

Address:

I represent:

Address:

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. _______ Res. No.
[ in favor in opposition

Date:

NPV A T ROV

Address: 9 7 , ’ .
I represent: = ‘ { 2 = ti{: fJ‘fLm :3' / fj)\( Ll ¥
Aﬂdren!: : ( /
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. (LU Res. No.

. . . | it | o - ‘il";'.'.*:(‘
tion- the cou ¢ i
(] in favor [{] in oppositio : Koy

Date:

(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: fg!»‘mr Lecnen

- o

T - 1 ’_“/'
LZABE S STRETT

Address: °7¢ Ll LLADA
e I e

I represent:

Address:

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms



B Y L R e A s A T B e P SRR

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. Res. No.
[ in favor [)in opposition
‘ /,-"/ \ Date:
| v (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: £ f
Address:

I represent:

Address:

e - I e D

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

{ranc 2

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _ . Res. No.
* [ in favor in opposition

Date:
‘ (PLEASE PRINT)
Nlme: {l “_ H1Jl _,-"!\."'\.‘ 1, L o :‘\J Tl =
Address: (Y . { O‘ EMS N <7
I represent: =l 2 f'\ 15 L_Sfﬁ ST . (/i., 40 5»7\\\}
Address:

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

‘ Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. Res. No.
[0 in faver in opposition

Date: .

| | (PLEASE PRINT)

Name: |

Address:

I represent:

Address:

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms



THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK |

Appearance Card

I'intend to appear and speak onInt. No. __ Res. No.
O in favor ﬁ in opposition ) /

Date: 3 /J

i PL P :
Al | ( E?SE RINT) |

Name: AT o T N \ / ,-“
sitm: G o Green/e SE DY 07 00D |
t o™ l D I
I represent: ! ‘J/ Ne H i
Address: .
B TN AR TP e e .‘:ZJ

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. 1\},0. — Res. No.
O in-i favor [ in opposition

Date: f
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: Sl 1€ \ A & i B /=
Address:
I represent: /' .. S o a0
Address:
s oo Dhevlcenann Grde cop e 4

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. __ Res. No.
[0 infavor [A. in opposition
Date: 5 / -2'/ 2_(9 .’q
| (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: gQJfD USHhaun @OP;P)! ;
Addrew: @) CEOTRE STRECT, — Y€ Y N7 (03]
E L12ATET seecT / AR DER |

I represent:

Address:

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



T T DG ———" -
X7 3 o R ey S

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ___ Res. No.
0 in favor  [1 in opposition

Date:

(PLEASE PRINT)

Name: | _ '

Address:

1 represent:

Address: |

| THE COUNCIL
\
| THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
| I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ____ Res. No.
[ in favor [/ in opposition
Date: |
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: (PN AT
Address:

I represent:

Address:

agr -

7 TTHE COUNCIL
. THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Cp

Appearance Card

P )
'I intend to appear and speak on Int. No.
) in favor [J in opposition

Res. No.

Date:

"/ -/ (PLEASE PRINT)

Name:

Addrese:

I represent:

Address:

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms



s G TR

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No.'.u < L~ 'Res. No.
[0 in favor [ in opposition

Dater (2] | /
(PLEASE PRINT)

Name:

Address:

I represent: _. [~y ¢£A

Address:

. 2Rl T TR e

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I'intend to appear and speak on Int. No. Res. No.
[(Jiin favor  [2) in opposition

Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: | S AVTISEC 7
Address:
I represent:
Address: - .
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. __ Res. No.
(0 in faveor [ in opposition
Date:
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name:
Address:
I represent:
Address:

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ___ Res. No. d
[ in favor in opposition

Date: MAY 2, 2019
(PLEASE PRINT)

Name: TESSA GR uni;xfﬁfr
=i 220 ) R
Address =) !l ( -*(:LJ,_)[')\%I ; { L’ =7

EUZASFTH-->“%%;T“ (7AEDEN

1 represent:

Address: &y / -

St i ST SSRGS B I | ABAR s | T
(2% 7 =

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No .I_f l"_i — Res No.
O in favor in opposition
|9 / ‘-‘ . |
Date: AN
P (PI.EASE PRINT)
Name: : “:s'J"V‘: pher 'F k—-“— AN
) < 1 Al &l ]
Address: L Lfi_a C C""\? : \-" ; AP] SK 9 N7 Jl )
I

I represent:

Addrese:
- ~HAIRNRAT R D
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ___ Res. No.
O in favor in opposition
Date: < )
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: AL
Address:
I represent: [T SFL
Address:

. .Pleqse complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



[ intend to appear and speak onInt. No. ____ Res. No.

Name:

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

(0 in favorl{ [ /in opposition

a\ 1 Date:
7

(PLEASE PRINT)

Address:

I represent:

Address

B e mrtar e

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ______ Res. No.

e R R T

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

[ in favor //@\in opposition
2 / Na ., D
Date: LU0/ .

((PLEASE PRINT)

D

Name: ' AY :‘:!~,<,-_ VA l; - i/ 1 o
Address: J : )X Y0 ) )
p A
I repreaem:(‘ Ve i d = L \j
y Addregwnm P ——— g ’ e
THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak on Int No SRV .‘ Res. No.
[ in faver [, in opposition
= Date: :
) (PLEASE PRINT) ’ .
Address: S T / hJe ‘ INEL M RN
I represent: L ; | ' : YA AN
Address: |_{) \‘ (A1 724l A £

Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms




THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ____ Res. No.
O in favor @/in opposition
’ Date: o/ - [ 1
(PLEASE PRINT)

Name: \UQ 1€ IYLE !‘,J“Iaf¥

C/ 5 Mulbe, e}
Address: 5 Mulberny st

=1 1=~ Iapdfna / ( i 4 1

I represent: __ = / 'za Dot KL Arncal

___Address:

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ______ Res. No.

Name:

Address: 2/
I represent: | =~ (’ LA lf A ElAS

Address:

e

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

J in favor ”! in opposition

Date: L:/ZI/ZO(Q

{
- %.EASE PRINT)
| s W C’C (p (

19T S 7Zwd S & "“ITSDZ Mir l\)\/ f'f

—

o

T \)}/( iV

-~

/‘,-(‘ )%(‘d(\-(:\'l_
U\

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Appearance Card
I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. ____ Res. No.
[ in favor [J in opposition ‘ -
Date: > [0 1V
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: |2 \ANANT A\ D Nt
Addreass:
I represent:
Address:
. Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



