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Good morning, my name is Aaron Sanders, and I am the Outreach and Organizing Coordinator at The                 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Community Center, also referred to as The Center, which is               

located in the West Village. In my former role, I was a Community Liaison at Friends of Island Academy,                   

a nonprofit organization that advocates for justice-involved youth while they are incarcerated at Riker              

Islands and provides support thereafter. 

 

New York City’s LGBTQ community formed The Center in 1983 in response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic,                

ensuring a place for LGBTQ people to access the information, care, and support they were not receiving                 

elsewhere. Today, The Center has become the largest LGBTQ community center on the East Coast,               

where we host over 400 community group meetings each month and welcome over 6,000 individuals               

each week. We are proud to offer services to New Yorkers across the 5 boroughs, ensuring that all                  

LGBTQ New Yorkers can call The Center home. The Center has a solid track record of working for and                   

with the community to increase access to a diverse range of high-quality services and resources,               

including our services for LGBTQ immigrants, substance use recovery programming for adults and youth,              

economic justice initiatives, and our youth leadership and engagement programs. 

 

Following the 2016 election, The Center revised its strategic plan to include statewide advocacy, a               

program we now call RiseOut. This initiative is a collective of community leaders and allies from every                 

region in New York working together to advance LGBTQ-affirming legislation and policies statewide.             

Through our outreach and convening of stakeholders statewide, we identified restorative justice as a              

shared goal, and as a result, restorative justice is a key focus of our advocacy efforts.  

 

For The Center, restorative justice means standing up for community members who are most often               

negatively impacted by a system intended to help them, particularly transgender and gender             

non-conforming community members, as well as queer people of color. In order to work towards our                

goal of advancing restorative justice, The Center recommends the following: 

● The City Council should take the necessary steps to ensure pretrial reforms have the greatest 

decarceral effect when implemented. For example, in 2018, 72% of New Yorkers were released 

on their own recognizance. The City Council must ensure that we do not see a decrease in this 

percentage under the new legislation.  

● The City Council must require training for police departments to implement the appearance ticket 

portion of the legislation and must ensure oversight over NYPD. We also recommend that the 

NYPD keep track of and make public all instances when an officer does not issue an appearance 

ticket. 

● In cases where judges can still set money bail, the City Council should require timely facilitation 

and processing of unsecured and partially secured bail payment. 

● The City Council must ensure that judges are complying with the mandate to consider a person’s 

ability to pay when setting bail. 

● In order to have an accountable implementation process, the City Council must set up a pretrial 

implementation committee that includes community organizations and impacted people. 

Lastly, money bail continues to be unjust, discriminatory and criminalizes low-income people and 

communities of color. While this issue may not be under The City’s purview, The Center is committed to 

 



 
working with the Administration and the City Council to push the state legislature to enact further bail 

reform legislation that ends money bail and protects due process for all people.  

We welcome the opportunity to partner to help realize any of the recommendations referenced above.               

Thank you to the Committee for the opportunity to provide this testimony today on an issue of great                  

importance city-wide. We look forward to continue working with you to ensure New York City’s future as                 

a safe space for all New Yorkers. 

 

 

 


















