Int. No. 622

By Council Members Gonzalez, Brewer, Dilan, Fidler, Gerson, James, Liu, Mark-Viverito, Palma, Seabrook, Vacca, White Jr., Arroyo, Martinez and Nelson

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring retrofitting and the use of ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel for school buses that transport fewer than 10 students at one time, and for school buses utilized primarily to transport children with special educational needs who do not travel to and from school in vehicles used primarily to transport general education students.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Paragraph 5 of subdivision a of section 24-163.7 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

(5) “School bus” means any vehicle operated pursuant to a school bus contract[, designed to transport ten or more children at one time, of the designation "Type C bus" or "Type D bus" as set forth in 17 NYCRR §§ 720.1(Z) and (AA), and] that is used to transport children to or from any school located in the city of New York[, and excluding any vehicle utilized primarily to transport children with special educational needs who do not travel to and from school in vehicles used to transport general education students].

§2. Subdivision b of section 24-163.7 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

b. (1) Beginning July 1, 2006, any diesel fuel-powered school bus that is operated by a person who fuels such school bus at any facility at which ultra low sulfur diesel fuel is available, or of which such person has the exclusive use and control, or at which such person has the ability to specify the fuel to be made available, shall be powered by ultra low sulfur diesel fuel; provided, however, that this paragraph shall not apply to school buses designed to transport fewer than ten children at one time or that are used primarily to transport children with special educational needs who do not travel to and from school in vehicles used to transport general education students.
(2) Beginning September 1, 2006, any diesel fuel-powered school bus to which paragraph one of this subdivision does not apply shall be powered by ultra low sulfur diesel fuel; provided, however, that this paragraph shall not apply to school buses designed to transport fewer than ten children at one time or that are used primarily to transport children with special educational needs who do not travel to and from school in vehicles used to transport general education students.

(3) Beginning September 1, 2008, any diesel fuel-powered school bus to which paragraphs one or two of this subdivision do not apply shall be powered by ultra low sulfur diesel fuel.

§ 3.  Subdivision c of section 24-163.7 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

c. Diesel fuel-powered school buses shall utilize the best available retrofit technology in accordance with the following schedule, provided, however that paragraphs i and ii of this subdivision shall not apply to school buses designed to transport fewer than ten children at one time or that are used primarily to transport children with special educational needs who do not travel to and from school in vehicles used to transport general education students:

i. 50% of school buses used to fulfill each school bus contract by September 1, 2006;

ii. 100% of school buses used to fulfill each school bus contract by September 1, 2007;
iii. 50% of school buses used to fulfill each school bus contract for services relating to one or both of the following categories: (1) school buses designed to transport fewer than ten children at one time and (2) school buses that are used primarily to transport children with special educational needs who do not travel to and from school in vehicles used to transport general education students, by September 1, 2008;

iv. 100% of school buses of the types described in paragraph iii of this subdivision by September 1, 2009.
§4.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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