






































































NYC City Council - Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting, and Maritime Uses 
Public Hearing / 15 Nov 2018 – Testimony of Jim Protos, resident of 238 President Street, Brooklyn, 11231 
 

My name is Jim Protos. In 1996, my wife Grace and I purchased the second-floor apartment at 238 

President Street, in Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn, and we have lived and raised our two teenage daughters 

there. 

 

The two beautiful buildings at 236 and 238 President Street represent a shared history and a diverse 

mix of social, religious and ethnic ties—the Norwegian, Mexican and Italian immigrations, the 

Deaconess movement (a precursor of women’s suffrage), the free kindergarten movement, various 

strands of the Methodist Episcopal faith, and the grand architectural expression of the mid- and late-

19th century when they were built. 

 

Current day representatives of each of these threads, as well as some 2000 friends, neighbors and 

supporters, signed our petitions earlier this year and voiced their desire to preserve these structures by 

landmarking them. I came here today to represent them, and I want to express my appreciation for the 

Landmarks Preservation Commission’s support and thank you City Council Members for hearing our 

case and for considering our landmarking request. You perform a great service to our city.  

 

I would also like to thank my neighbors and friends, and especially Councilman Lander and his staff, the 

Historic Districts Council, our local Community Board 6 and Carroll Gardens Neighborhood Association, 

Assembly Member Simon, Senator Kavanagh, and Congresswoman Velazquez, for supporting our effort 

to safeguard these structures as a vital link to the history of the neighborhood and New York City.  

 

I hope you will help us fulfill our aim to secure landmark status for these buildings. 

 

Thank you. 

 



Attached below is a statement of support from Joan Baez regarding 236 and 
238 President Street in Brooklyn. 
 

Thank you, 
Nancy Lutzow 
on behalf of Joan Baez 
 
Diamonds & Rust Productions 
P.O. Box 1026 
Menlo Park, CA 94026 
(650) 328-0266 
 
----------------------------- 
 
March 22, 2018 
 
Dear members of the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission, 
I was disheartened to learn that there is a possibility of the demolition of 236 President 
Street in the Carroll Gardens neighborhood in Brooklyn, and I wish to add my voice to 
those in support of declaring both 236 and 238 President Street as historical landmarks. 
In addition to their architectural beauty, these two buildings are of unique social and 
historical significance, and they should be protected and celebrated. Brooklyn's past 
was illuminated by the waves of immigrants who came to America seeking a better life, 
and that legacy is alive in the structures representing those who lived and worked there. 
My grandfather Reverend Alberto Baez and his wife Thalia arrived from Mexico in 1917, 
and lived at 238 President Street. They were agents of social change who embodied 
and communicated their commitments in the life they led and the people whose lives 
they touched through their congregation, which found its home in Brooklyn. 
My grandfather was one of few Mexican Methodist Ministers of his time representing a 
breaking of stereotypes important to recognize in the success of the immigrant 
population of NYC and in his work with the Hispanic community in Brooklyn where he 
advocated for their entitlements as citizens. In 1920 he established Brooklyn’s first 
Spanish-speaking congregation at First Methodist Episcopal Church. This congregation 
became the First Spanish Methodist Church in Brooklyn, with its sanctuary at 236 
President Street. 
My father Alberto Vinicio Baez also preached at the chapel when he was just 18 years 
old. Many years later I visited along with the rest of my family, and the sanctuary was 
still a vibrant and active Spanish-speaking center, welcoming the poorer population of 
Puerto Ricans. 238, as I remember it, was magisterial with marble fireplaces and 
mahogany banisters. In every way these buildings are historic landmarks and will 
hopefully be treated as such. 
Yours, 
Joan Baez 
  
 










