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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to suspending alternate side of the street parking regulations during snow storms.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-163.1.

INTRODUCTION


On December 16, 2008, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Prop. Int. No. 546-A, which would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-163.1.

BACKGROUND

On February 14, 2007, a snowstorm left 2 inches of snow in New York City, which was followed by freezing sleet and rain.
  
The Department of Sanitation (“DOS”) and the Department of Transportation, which decide jointly after a snowstorm whether to suspend Alternate Side of the Street Parking regulations (“ASP”), did not suspend ASP for the two inches of snow,
 even though DOS was not sweeping the streets.  But, because of freezing temperatures that turned the snow, sleet and rain into ice, it was difficult for motorists to move their cars and many received parking tickets for violating ASP regulations.

Mayor Bloomberg, after initially defending the decision to impose parking tickets, announced on February 16, 2007, that all ASP tickets issued during and after the storm would be waived.
  This bill would help to prevent this scenario from happening again by automatically suspending ASP regulations whenever DOS suspends its street sweeping operations as a result of a snowstorm.
ANALYSIS


Section one of Prop. Int. No. 546-A would add a new section 19-163.1 to the Administrative Code entitled “Suspension of parking regulations during snow storms.”  New section 19-163.1 would suspend all alternate side of the street parking regulations during any snowstorm that causes the DOS to suspend its street sweeping operations.

Section two of Prop. Int. No. 546-A would provide that this local law take effect thirty days after it is enacted into law.
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